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Information  About  Palestine 


Generml  Account 

PALESTINE  is  a  part  of  the  domain 
of  the  Turkish  government  and 
constitutes  the  southern  portion  of 
Syria.  It  borders  on  the  Mediterranean, 
and  is  for  the  most  part  a  mountainous 
country.  Palestine  has  about  700,000  in- 
habitants, and  a  surface  of  27,000  thousand 
sq.  km.  In  former  times  the  land  had  a 
considerably  larger  population  and  it 
could  furnish  place  for  a  much  greater 
number  in  the  future,  too. 

Climate  and  Seasons 

The  climarte  of  the  country  is  similar  to 
that  of  most  parts  of  Southern  Europe  and 
is  in  general  healthful.  There  are  two  sea- 
sons:  a  dry,  from  May  to  October  (the 
wannest  months  are  July,  August  and  Sep- 
tember, and  it  is  not  advisable  for  immi- 
gmnt«  to  come  in  these  months)  and  a 
rainy  season  from  November  to  April,  dur- 
ing which  time  there  are  about  55  rainy 
days.  It  is  never  cold.  There  is  no  frost, 
and  only  seldom  does  it  snow.  The  coldest 
months  are  December  and  January,  Be- 
cause of  the  many  storms  at  this  time,  and 
because  of  the  absence  of  good  ports,  travel- 
lers often  have  an  unpleasant  voyage.  The 
best  time  for  settling  is  from  February  to 
May  and  from  October  to  November. 

Population 

Of  the  700,000  inhabitants  about  one- 
half  live  in  the  cities,  and  the  other  half 
live  in  the  country.  By  far  the  greater 
portion  of  the  population  consists  of  Arabs, 
Fellaehes,  (Syro- Arabic  population)  and 
Bedouins.  Most  of  the  Arabs  living  in  cit- 
ies are  Mohanunedans ;  a  small  portion  are 


Christian.  The  general,  every-day,  langua- 
ge is  Arabic.  There  are  more  than  80,00u 
Jews,  living  mostly  in  cities,  (7000  in  about 
30  colonies  in  the  country.) 

Lanfuages 

The  language  of  the  land  is  Arabic.  The 
use  of  Turkish  amounts  to  nothing.  In 
the  towns,  especially  the  port-towns,  a 
knowledge  of  French  is  important  in  the 
larger  business  matters.  In  Haifa,  how- 
ever, Grerman  is  more  important  than 
French.  In  the  Jewish  settlements,  (in 
town  and  country),  Yiddish  is  mostly 
spoken.  Hebrew  is  being  used  more  and 
more;  in  dealing  with  Sephardic  Jews,  it  is 
most  important. 

The  Cities 

The  Chief  Cities  Are: 

Inhabitants  Jews 

Jaffa,  chief  port, 40,000  6,500 

Jerusalem 70,000  45,000 

Haifa,  important  new  port    13,000  1,000 

Gaza,  great  business  center    40,000  160 

laida,  port  in  north  Galilee     13,000  800 

Safed,inmount.  N.Galilee    23,000  15,000 

Tiberias,  on  Lake  Tiberias,       5,500  4.200 

Nablus,  the  old  Shechem. .     28,000    

Hebron,    -   20,000  1,500 

The  Jewish  Colonies 

There  are  about  thirty  Jewish  colonies  in 
Palestine,  with  a  total  population  of  7,000 
souls.     The  following  are  the  largest  and 
most  important  among  the  colonies: 
Name  of  Colony       Situation      Population 

Petach  Tikwah. .  .near  Jaffa 1.300 

Rishon  le-Zion         near  Jaffa 800 

Rehoboth  near  Jaffa 300 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE   MACCABAEAN. 


Eckron in  dist.  of  Haifa       275 

Sichron  Jacob in  dist.  of  Haifa    1,200 

Ohedera  in  dist.  of  Haifa  250 
Jamma  and  Betdochen,  near  Tilxerias  300 
Eoscli-Pinah  near  Safed 800 

Name  of  Colonies  Chief  Industries 

Petach  Tikwah.  .Farming,  orange8,andwine 

Rishon  le-Zion Wine 

Rehoboth Wine 

Eckron    Wine 

Jamma  and  Betdochen,argricul.  (hortieult.) 
Roseh-Pinah .  Agriculture  (also  horticulture 

Zichon   Jacob    Wine 

Chedera.  ..  .Agriculture  (also  horticulture.) 


TuMt  and  Imports 

The  government  receives  its  chief  reven- 
ue from  those  engaged  in  farming.  Ac- 
cording to  law  12i/^%  of  the  harvest 
should  be  collected  as  a  *^ithe."  Through 
the  system  of  farming  out  the  revenue  the 
agricultural  population  in  many  places  is 
made  to  suffer  seriously.  In  general  there 
is  no  assessment  imposed  on  commerce  and 
industry;  still  a  tariff  of  8%  is  levied  on 
all  imports.  Foreigrners  have  the  privilege 
of  engaging  untaxed  in  commerce  and  in- 
dustry. 


A  View  of  Rishon  Le  Zion. 


School  Conditions 

The  school  conditions  ere  in  general  sat- 
isfactory and  are  improving  yearly.  Each 
colony  has  a  school  conducting  its  instruc- 
tion in  Hebrew.  In  Jaffa  and  Jerusalem 
there  are  now  schools  of  all  sorts  giving 
instruction    in   various    languages. 

Political  Conditions 

The  Jews  of  Tui*key  are  not  subjected 
to  any  persecutions  or  special  laws.  For- 
eigrners  are  under  the  protection  of  their 
consulates,  which  have  considerable  author- 
ity.   Jews  are  not  drafted  for  military  ser- 


Coins 

The  condition  of  the  coinage  is  very 
complicated.  Every  city  has  its  own  meth- 
od of  exchange;  and  government  depart- 
ments, post -office  departments,  and  rail- 
roads have  likewise  their  own  system  of 
reckoning.  Besides  the  Turkish  coins 
there  are  in  general  circulation  very  many 
French  coins,  and  some  English,  Russian 
and  Austrian  gold;  also  silver  franks 
as  well  as  shillings.  We  shall  limit  our- 
selves to  the  most  important  data  that  pre- 
vail throughout: 

The  most  common  coins  are: 
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Dollars. 

1  Turkish  pound    $4.42 

iMedschidi   82 

One  quarter  Medsohidi 20 

1  Beschlik    11 

1  Metalli'k 01 

1  Napoleon  (20  francs) 3.86 

1  Franc    19.3 

Measures  mnd  Weights 

The  principal  Measures  in  Palestine  are: 
For  length:  Pic  (Ell  equals  .68  meter), 
meter  and  centimeter;  for  surface:  Quad- 
ratpie  (sq.  ell)  equals  .6625  sq.  meter 
(Pic  here  .75);  Dunam  equals  ca.  920  sq. 
meter  (ca.  30x30  meter)  or  1,600  sq.  Pic, 
about  11  Dunam  equal  1  Hektar,  or  12 
equal  1  Desyjatine;  for  capacity:  Liter; 
fruits  and  fluids  are  sold  mostly  by  weight ; 
for  weight:  Kantar  equals  100  Rottel  (In 
Jaffa  288  Kilograms),  Rottel  equals  2^/4 
Oka  (In  Jaffa  2.88  Kilograms),  Oka  equals 
1.2$  Kilograms,  Ouiga  or  Ounce  equals 
1-12.  Rottel,   Dnam  equals  1-400  Oka. 

limitations    to    the   Immigration   of  Jews 

According  to  law,  EaKt-Euroix>an  Jews 
may  come  to  Palestine  for  only  three 
mouths.  Upon  arriving,  the  pass  of  the 
traveler  is  taken  from  him  and  he  i?  given 
in  its  place  a  red  ticket  upon  showing 
which  the  pass  is  returned  to  him  at  his 
departure.  There  /is  practically  nothing 
to  prevent  immigrants  from  settling  per- 
manently. Many  thousands  of  people  have 
settled  there  during  the  last  twenty-five 
years,  have  carried  on  business  and  at  nc 
time  have  they  been  troubled  in  any  way. 
The  law  repuires  passports  in  Turkey. 
Without  a  passport  from  some  foreign 
country  one  is  not  permitted  to  disembark 
—at  least  not  without  many  difficulties 
and  considerable  expense  (about  30  francs 
for  the  person).  A  Teskere,  or  internal 
passport  is  needed  only  in  case  one's  pass- 
port is  not  vised  for  Jaffa.  This  passport 
need  not  be  obtained  until  reaching  Jaffa 
where  it  can  be  gotten  easier  and  cheaper 
than    e.g.  in  Constantinople. 
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Desirmble  and  Undesirmble  Immigranit 

DESIRABLE. 

1.  Capitalists  large  and  small  (see  also 
under  Investment  of  Capital).  It  is  a  mis- 
take to  suppose  that  Palestine  is  not  ready 
for  the  investment  of  capital.  On  the  con- 
trary it  is  a  land  in  process  of  develop- 
ment end  offers  more  favorable  opportimi- 
ties  for  capitalists  than  many  other  lands. 

2.  Persons  who  have  mastered  a  craft 
or  a  profession  (-artisans). 

3.  Young  men  without  families,  w^ho 
are  physically  strong  and  who  wish  to 
work  as  agriculturists.  Wages  are  small 
but  sufficient  (about  2-21/2  Beschlik— 40-60 


siderably  cheaper;  in  Jaffa  it  has  risen 
because  of  the  strong  immigration  that  has 
recently  taken  place,  almost  to  the  rate  cur- 
rent in  Russia.  It  works  some  hardship 
that  the  rental  for  a  dwelling  must  usually 
be  paid  for  a  whole  year  in  advance.  The 
market  prices  in  Jaffa  of  the  chief  provis- 
ions are: 

Bread:  8  Kopecks  per  Kilo  up. 

Flour:  8  Kopecks  per  Kilo  up. 

Beef  (kosher) :  from  40  to  80  Kopecks 
per  Kilo  up. 

Mutton  (kosher):  from  40  to  60  Ko- 
pecks per  Kilo. 

Eggs:  from  12  to  25  Kopecks  per  dozen. 


ECKRON. 


Kopeks   a  day)    and   one  must  expect   to 
make  some  sacrifices. 

4.  Female  servants,  cooks,  maids,  etc. 
(The  demand  is  rather  large  and  the  wages 
fair — about  15-20  francs  a  month  besides 
board  and  lodging). 

UNDESIRABLE. 

1.  *  Persons  who  expect  to  be  independ- 
ent landlords  without  sufficient  means. 

2.  Craftsmen  of  certain  kinds. 

3.  Ketail   dealers. 

4.  Clerks  in  stores,  etc. 

Necessariat  of  Life 

In  general  provisions  are  more  ex- 
pensive than  in  Russia.  Rent  for  dwell- 
ings may   still   be — except   in   Jaffa — con- 


Fish:  from  30  to  95  Kopecks  per  Klio. 
Rice:  from  8i/^  to  17  Kopecks  per  Kilo. 
Potatoes :  from  4  to  12  Kopecks  per  Kilo. 
Green  vegetables:  1  Kopeck  per  Kilo. 
Sugar:  from  11  to  15  Kopecks  per  Kilo. 
Coffee:  from  50  to  75  Kopecks  per  Kilo. 
Tea:  from  90  to  3.60  Roubles  per  Kilo. 
Table-Oil :  40  Kopecks  per  Kilo. 
Petroleum:    from   7   to   12  Kopecks  per 
Kilo. 

Husbandry 

Agriculture  in  Palestine  is  capable  of 
great  development.  Fertilization  is  practic- 
ally unknown,  agricultural  machinery  (ex- 
cept for  irrigation)  as  yet  but  little  used. 
An  acquaintance  with  the  more  progressive 
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soil  culture  of  countries  with  a  similar 
climate  is  almost  entirely  wanting.  Agri- 
cultural industries  are  almost  unknown. 
The  Jewish  colonists  lack  particularly  a 
knowledge  of  dairying,  poultry-raising, 
and  vegetable-gardening.  Specialists  in 
these  lines  with  control  over  the  necessary 
capital  would  have  good  opportunities,  and 
should  not  allow  themselves  to  be  fright- 
ened by  the  failures  of  poorly-trained  col- 
onists. The  undertaking  of  silk-culture 
on  a  larger  scale  would  be  very  important. 
The  planting  of  date  and  olive  trees  is  to 
be  recommended  as  very  profitable,  the 
olive-tree  deserving  especial  consideration. 
Its  cultivation  is  one  of  the  best-fitted  in- 
dustries for  Palestine;  it  is  proportionate- 
ly easy  to  carry  on  and  pays  early  and  well 
when  right  methods  are  applied. 

Landing  in  Jaffa 

As  the  large  ships  remain  at  some  dis- 
tance from  the  landing  place  the  passen- 
gers are  taken  from  them  in  little  boats. 
The  boatmen  are  Arabs,  and  in  taking 
over  the  passengers  and  the  baggage  there 
is  a  great  deal  of  screaming  and  yelling 
as  in  all  Turkish  ports.  Thfere  is  no  need 
of  becoming  frightened  at  this.  The  price 
for  being  carried  over  should,  however,  be 
stipulated  with  the  boatmen,  before  hand- 
ing in  one's  baggage.  Immigrants  pay  for 
"landing''  between  3  and  5  francs  for  each 
person  over  15  years  (children  free),  in- 
cluding baggage  and  settling  the  regular 
impost. 

After  Landing 

It  is  strongly  reconunended  that  all  im- 
migrants look  around  for  themselves  and 
rely  on  neither  the  good  nor  the  bad  judg- 
ment of  others.  Particularly  is  the  ques- 
tion of  expenses  to  be  held  in  view  since 
agricultural  credit  in  any  form  is  at  present 
not  to  be  thought  of  for  new  immigrants. 
Associations  for  the  purpose  of  buying  land 
in  common,  or  making  improvements  (irri- 
gation, etc.)  could  with  proportionately 
sn»aller  risk  and  greater  gain,  establish  tree 
nurseries.  The  preparation  of  land  also,  be- 
sindes  planting  trees,  etc.,  for  the  purpose 
of  reselling  to  new  inunigrants  would  be  an 
agricultural  pursuit  of  greatest  value.  The 
demand  in  this  connection  is  rather  large. 
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Acquisition  of  Land 

East  European  Jews  can  acquire  land  in 
their  own  names,  as  a  rule,  only  if  they 
become  Turkish  subjects.  As  subjects  of 
other  stat^,  they  can,  in  any  case,  buy  in- 
directly, and  this  way  is,  too,  with  a  little 
foresight,  perfectly  safe.  Land  is  leased 
only  in  exceptional  cases;  this  method 
is  in  general  not  to  be  recommended  if 
the  land  does  not  belong  to  Jews.  Land 
cannot  be  bought  on  payments  by  install- 
ments. The  acquistion  of  land  in  cities, 
especially  in  Jaffa  and  Haifa,  as  well  as  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  colonies,  is  looked  upon 


size.     Orangeries  have  been  found  rather 
profitable  during  the  last  few  years. 

Ordinary  farm  land  one  may  acquire, 
according  to  quality  and  location,  for  from 
20  to  50  francs  per  dunam. 

Cost  of  Agricultural  Colonisation 

In  general,  the  following  sums  may  be 
considered  necessary  to  achieve  independ- 
ence as  an  agriculturist: 

To  settle  as  a  farmer:  At  least  12,000 
francs. 

For  purchase  or  laying  out  of  orange- 


Labokers  of  Rechoboth. 


as  a  ^ood  si^eculation  in  spito  of  the  high 
current  price.  In  exchaucre  for  unimproved 
land  one  may  acquire  city  building  lots, 
(with  or  without  houses),  as  well  as  culti- 
vated or  uncultivated  land  in  the  colonies. 
The  acquisition  of  vineyards  is  in  general 
not  advisable  under  the  present  unsettled 
condition  of  the  vine-gr.)wers.  Land  for  or- 
ans:eries  can  be  bought  for  from  25  to  200 
francs  per  dunam.  Planted  and  cultivated 
orangeries  one  can  buy  for  from  800  to 
1,000  francs  per  dunan).  The  smallest 
paying    orangery    is    about    25    dunam    in 


ies,  etc.,  at  least  25,000  francs  (without 
dwelling-place). 

For  mixed  husbandry:  between  above 
amounts. 

Immigrants  should  not  calculate  in  ad- 
vance on  credit  for  the  purpose  of  settling 
as  farmers,  nor  should  the.v  rely  on  the 
assistance  of  the  National  Fund,  or  any 
other    institution. 

Energetic,  intelligent  people  can,  under 
certain  circumstances,  attain  agricultural 
possessions  more  cheaply,  especially  in  lo- 
calities outside  the  present  sphere  of  Jew- 
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ish  colonization,  where  land  is  considera- 
bly cheai)er,  and  where  it  is  also  easier  to 
settle  in  a  primitive  manner.  But  here 
everything  depends  upon  the  ability  of  the 
person, 

ArtUaas 

In  order  to  achieve  financial  independ- 
ence in  Palestine,  there  is  necessary,  besides 
a  good  understanding*  of  one's  trade,  a  cer- 
tain amount  of  capital,  which  shall  at  least 
suffice,  besides  paying  for  settling  tand  rent 
(for  dwellingg  and  shop)  to  pay  for  one 
year  in  advance  the  expenses  for  a  half 
year,  without  depending  upon  earnings. 
Energy  and  patience  are  essential.  For 
young  people  to  start  out  as  laborers  is 
advisable  only  under  special  circumstances. 
Infitruments  should  be  brought  along  in 
every  case. 

The  following  vocations  are  overcrowd- 
ed: clock-making,  tinning,  the  shoemaker's 
and  tailor's  trade.  Good  builders  may  find 
good  work,  if  they  can  adapt  themselves  to 
the  conditions  of  the  land  in  other  respects. 
Building  time  lasts  almost  throughout  the 
whole  year. 

It  seems  that  there  is  for  the  most  part 
a  smaller  demand  for  other  kinds  of  labor. 

Manufacturing 

The  industry  of  the  land  is  at  yet  but 
slightly  developed.  In  a  primitive  way 
olive  and  sesame  oil,  soap  and  raisins  are 
produced.  Besides,  there  are — equally 
primitive — grist-mills,  establishments  for 
weaving  and  dyeing,  potteries  and  tanner- 
ies. 

Among  the  Jewish  industrial  undertak- 
ings at  present  the  following  may  be  men- 
tioned: 

The  making  of  wine  and  cognac,  which 
in  some  of  the  colonies  is  carried  on  on  a 
very  large  scale.  At  the  present  time  this 
industry  is  passing  through  a  crisis  be- 
cause of  lis  newness. 

The  making  of  machinery  (carried  on 
especially  in  Jaffa — Stein's  factory  and 
others).  In  other  places  in  Palestine 
there  is  opportunity  for  establishing  sim- 
ilar factories,  lock-smithies,  foundries  and 
repair  shops. 


The  new  Jewish  oil  factory  near  Lydda. 
The  prospects  for  the  growth  of  this 
industry  are  good. 

Grist  mills,  of  which  the  greater  number 
is  in  Jewish  hands  and  of  which  many 
more  could  be  in  Jewish  hands;  in  some 
places  an  industry  full  of  opportunities — 
especially  when  carried  on  in  connection 
with  speculation  in  grain. 

According  to  «11  appearances  the  fol- 
lowing industries  would  be  able  to  give 
good  results:  Better  tanneries,  establish- 
ments for  spinning  and  weaving,  distil- 
leries, etc. 

Besides  the  industries  enumerated,  es- 
I)ecially  fortunate  would  be  the  introduc- 
tion of  all  kinds  of  small  home  work, 
through  which  work  could  be  furnished 
for  the  numerous  unemployed  Jews  of  the 
country.  Because  of  the  smallness  of  the 
wa»Tes  current  in  the  country,  these  in- 
dustries would  thrive,  to  the  great  benefit 
of  the  population.  .  Customary  wages  for 
household  work  are  one  to  two  francs  per 
day.  In  more  remote  districts,  such  as 
Saide,  each  family  would  be  fortunate  if 
it  could  earn  five  to  seven  francs  a  week ! 

Trade 

The  retail  trade  in  the  larger  Jewish 
settlements  may  be  considered  overcrowded 
and  it  is  not  to  be  recommended  for  new 
immigrants  because  of  the  language,  etc., 
except  in  the  Jewish  colonization  and  dwel- 
ling districts.  On  the  other  hand,  there  is 
considerable  room  for  the  settlement  of 
larger  or  middle  class  capitalists  as  whole- 
sale dealers,  and  for  the  direct  importa- 
tion of  the  most  needed  commodities  in 
large  quantities. 

In  a  business  undertaking  of  any  mag- 
nitude new-comers,  who  have  control  over 
capital,  could  make  up  for  the  lack  of 
familiarity  with  local  conditions  by  enter- 
ing into  partnership.  Trade  in  the  chief 
export  commodities,  especially  grain,  shows 
even  now  possibilities  of  a  great  business, 
provided  that  here,  too,  ability,  capital 
and  familiarity  with  local  conditions  go 
hand  in  hand.  The  export  of  Palestinian 
agricultural     products,    such     as     grapes, 
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oranges  and  other  fruits,  olive  oil  and  soap, 
vegetables,  poultry  and  eggs,  etc.,  to  Egypt, 
which  furnishes  a  near  and  inexpensive 
market,  deserves  special  attention. 

In  recent  years  the  imports  and  exports 
of  Palestine  have  amounted,  on  an  aver- 
age to:  imports,  ca.  28,000,000  francs  per 
annum.  Exports,  ca.  28,000,000  francs 
per  annum.  Of  these  there  went  out  and 
came  in,  via  Jaffa:  Imports,  ca.  12,000,000 
francs.  Exports,  ca.  10,000,000  francs; 
via  Haifa-Akka:  Imports,  ca.  8,000,000 
francs;  exports,  ca.  6,500,000  francs;  via 
Gaza:  Imports,  ca.  3,000,000  francs;  ex- 
ports, ca.  8,000,000  francs.  The  chief  com- 
modities exported  from  Jaffa  are  oranges, 
soaps,  wines  and  cognacs,  sesame  and 
water-melons.  The  chief  articles  imported 
into  Jaffa  are  cotton  goods,  tobacco,  iron, 
sugar,  rice,  wood,  flour  and  petroleum. 

ProfeMioiM 

A  land  in  the  first  stages  of  progress 
offers  little  opportunity  for  the  practice 
of  the  professions.  Here  it  is  consequently 
advisable   in  every   case   to   emigrate   only 


on  the  strength  of  very  good  previous  in- 
formation. 

There  seems  to  be  a  place  in  the  land  for 
a  few  good  physicians.  There  is,  however,, 
no  lack  at  present  of  apothecaries,  mid- 
wives  and  teachers. 

InvestmenU  of  Capital 

Besides  the  opportunities  mentioned 
above,  the  following  may  be  mentioned  as- 
especially  favorable: 

1.  The  building  of  houses  to  rent  or 
sell,  especially  in  Jiaifa,  where  the  heavy 
immigration  in  recent  years  has  created 
a  strong  need  for  more  dwelling  houses^ 
About  8%  interest  may  be  expected  in  re- 
turn. There  are  also  good  opportunities^ 
in  the  growing  town  of  Haifa.  The  con- 
tinuous growth  of  both  cities  furnishes  a 
security,  provided  that  no  reaction  is 
brought  about  by  too  many  building  pro- 
jects ;  that,  however,  is  scarcely  to  be  looked* 
forward  to. 

2.  The  establishment  of  all  kinda  of 
means  of  communication. 
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TEIBELE 

*A  Tale  of  the  Russian  Ghetto  in  the  Eighties 

By   Rebecca  A.   Altman 

(Oonclv^d.) 


^  ^OW  did  it  happen?     Had  it  hap- 
T^l      pened,  or  was  she  merely  dream- 
m^l      ing?    Teibele  asked  herself  these 
^^  "      questions  as  she  sat  by  the  win- 
dow, her  pretty  head  leaning  on  her  hand, 
looking    out    but    seeing    nothing.      Her 
brain    was    busy    sorting   and    classifying 
events.     It  was  just  two  weeks  after  her 
wedding — no,   it    could   not   be   more;    by 
actual  count  on  the  slender   fingers,   the 
sum  is  just  fourteen,  an  even  number  too. 
^*Before  I  was  only  betrothed,"  she  solilo- 
<iui8hed — ^''but  now  I  am  married,  I  know  I 
am,  to — Tuviah, — to  Tuviah!"  she  empha- 
sized the  last  word  as  if  to  assure  herself 
that  it  was  to  Tuviah,  and  not  to  any  one 
«lse.    How  could  she  doubt  it?    It  was  not 
Shmarjah  I    All  that  was  left  of  Shmarjah 
now  was  a  heap  of  broken,  fancies  and  shat- 
tered recollections,  all  huddled  together  in 
a  corner  of  her  heart  and  covered  up  from 
the  sight  of  her  own  inner  eye.  She  did  not 
like  to  be  confronted  with  the  ghosts  of 
a  dead  past.    "Nay,  nay,  it  is  not  a  dream," 
ecboed  her  heart;  just  then  she  moved  her 
liand  away  from  under  her  chin,  there  was 
a  flash  of  something  like  gold,  yes,  it  was 
the  gold  of  the  band  ring  which  she  wore 
on  the  first  finger  of  her  right  hand.    The 
marriage  ring!     Teibele  pressed  the  shiny 
hand  between  the  fingers  of  her  left  hand. 
'No,  it  did  not  fade  away  under  her  touch, 
it    was   real    metal,    not   the   gossamer   of 
fancy..    What  a  weight  it  was — it  hurt  her 
finger,  her  flesh  seemed  to  wince  under  its 
tonch.    She  made  a  movement  as  if  to  pull 
the    ring    off    her    finger,    but    her    hands 
seemed    to    have    become    paralyzed;    she 
could  not  move  them. 

How  did  it  happen?  She  scarcely  knew. 
She  herself  played  but  a  passive  part  in 
all    that    had   taken   place.    It  was   "Tei- 


bele, my  child,  do  this,"  and  "Teibele, 
my  life,  do  that."  All  Treibele  had  to  do 
was  only  to  obey  her  mother,  and  when  one 
day  her  mother  brought  out  a  white  dress 
of  soft  silk,  with  many,  many  little  frills, 
and  told  Teibele  to  help  herself  into  it, 
she  obeyed  mechanically.  Teibele  remem- 
bered that  on  that  day,  from  early  morn- 
ing, there  was  great  commotion  in  their 
house.  New,  unaccustomed  odors  issued 
from  the  kitchen,  and  women  with  faces 
hot  and  excited,  and  sleeves. rolled  up,  kept 
running  in  and  out.  And  then— she  had 
but  a  dim  recollection  of  what  followed. 
Her  memory  retained  a  few  odd  fragments 
which  she  vainly  tried  to  construct  into 
a  whole.  Out  of  the  confusion  and  chaos 
she  here  and  there  distinguished  a  familiar 
face,  or  caught  a  well-known  sound.  Voices, 
faces — all  seemed  confused  in  one  mass. 
She  remembered  a  house — surely  their 
house — filled  with  men  and  women,  all  at- 
tired shahhosdig;  the  women  with  extra 
white  kerchiefs  in  their  hands,  which  they 
often  laid  against  their  eyes,  the  while 
their  shoulders  rose  and  fell,  rose  and  fell, 
as  if  in  an  effort  to  restrain  their  emotion. 
This  lasted  for  a  little  while,  then  one  of 
the  women — from  a  remote  part  of  the 
house,  it  seemed  to  Teibele — ^broke  out  in 
loud  weeping.  Instantly  all  the  other 
women  in  the  house  joined  her.  There  was 
a  shuffling  of  feet  and  a  swish  of  silken 
gowns,  a  murmuring  and  whispering  from 
one  end  of  the  room  to  the  other.  All  was 
noise  and  confusion;  women  wept  and 
smiled  through  their  tears.  And  higher 
then  all  the  noises  and  sounds  there  now 
rose  the  trembling,  unsteady  notes  of  a 
fiddle.  A  hush  fell  on  everybody.  "The 
bridegroom  comes!  Miake  way  for  the 
bridegroom!"     There  was  a  sudden  move- 
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ment^  everyone  steeped  back.  Teibele  re- 
membered a  flash  of  many  lights  from 
red,  yellow  and  green  candles  held  aloft 
in  the  hands  of  wQmen  forming  a  double 
row.  Here  her  memory  breaks  off;  but, 
leaving  out  the  gap,  she  again  regains  the 
broken  thread  of  her  memory,  standing 
under  a  canopy,  in  the  open  air,  not  far 
fiom  the  synagogue.  Beside  her  was  a 
tall,  dark  figure — she  was  too  dazed  to  care 
who  it  was.  Someone  placed  a  ring  on  her 
finger — she  could  not  see  who,  her  face 
was  muffled  in  a  thick  white  veil — and 
then,  amid  chanting  of  prayers  and  break- 
ing of  glasses,  she  was  led  back  to  the 
house,  followed  by  a  crowd  of  dancing, 
shouting  men  and  women.  The  dancing 
and  shouting,  clinking  of  glasses  and  rat- 
tling of  dishes  continued  long,  long  into 

the  night. 

«  *  «  *  « 

Teibele  had  been  married  a  year,  but 
not  a  word  had  yet  been  exchanged  between 
her  lajid  Tuviah,  her  husband.  Strange? 
not  at  all!  What  chances  were  there  for  a 
tete-a^te  in  the  rabbi's  house?  Besides, 
don't  you  know,  it  was  against  the  eti- 
quette of  the  place  for  a  husband  and  wife 
to  be  seen  talking  together  before  a  child 
had  been  bom  to  them.  No  such  im- 
modesty in  Zlidnovkal  A  husband  and 
wife  are  nothing  but  strangers  the  first 
year  of  their  living  together.  What  would 
you?  Is  it  not  enough  that  the  "pair"  sit 
opposite  each  other  at  the  table?  Of  course, 
a  sly  glance,  a  little  smile,  la  tap  on  the  foot 
under  the  table,  a  touch  of  haipids  in  pas- 
sing the  soup  dish  and  such  would  not  be 
considered  altogether  bad,  provided  there 
were  no  Orahim  (guests)  at  the  table.  But 
as  for  talking,  pray,  what  could  two  young 
creatures  have  to  say  to  each  other?  Non- 
sense, nonsense!  this  talk  of  love,  about 
which  you  read  in  the  paper-covered  ref- 
posuh,  is  good  enough  for  a  Shegetz  and 
Shiksah,  but  what  have  YiddWie  Kinder 
to  do  with  it?  Go,  go,  it  is  nothing  but  the 
Chutzpah  of  these  sinful  days.  Enough 
that  the  young  married  pair  are  given 
Rest;  enough  if  only  the  son-in-law  is  a 
"good  yingU"  who  rises  at  dawn,  takes  the 


Tallis  down  from  the  wall,  and  away  he 
goes  tp  the  Beth  Hamidrash,  to  say  the 
morning    prayer    with    a    Mitiyan.      And 
then  baqk  home  l^e  gqes  for  a  hasty  break- 
fast of  a  plate  of  porridge  and  a  piece  of 
black  bread,  and  after  the  henchen  back 
again  to  the  Beth  Hamidrash,  where  the 
Bochurim    are    already    assembled    around 
the  long,  narrow  tables,  leaning  over  the 
thick  Talmud  volumes,  reading  aloud  in  a 
sing  song  tone,  the  while  they  wrinkle  their 
brows   and   shake  themselves  to   and   fro^ 
How  short  the  day  seems  in  the  companion- 
ship   of    the    Torah!     Quickly    the    hours- 
speed   by.     Already   it    is   dusk,    and   the 
Mincka  prayer  is  said.    They  rush  through 
the  Eighteen  Blessings  a  little  hurriedly, 
for  they  are  beginning  to  feel  the  sting  of 
hunger,  and  their  legs  are  shaking  under 
them.     The  evening  meal  is  a  delight,  for 
the  day's  study  has  whetted  the  appetite^ 
The   simplest   dish   tastes  like   royal   fare^ 
Now,   with   light  hearts   and   clear  heads, 
the   controversies  of  Hillel   and   Shammai 
can  be  again  resumed.     And  Tuviah?    Of 
course,  he  was  no  exception;  why  should 
he  be?    He  stepped  into  the  shoes  of  the 
other  "young  little  men"  (name  by  which 
young  married  men  are  known).     Teibele 
could  not  walk  by  his  side — her  place  was 
within — but  at  the  table  she  met  him  face 
to  face.      Teibele  knew   (thou^  how  she 
knew,   she  could  not  say,  since  she  never 
looked  up)  that  Tuviah's  eyes  were  always 
seeking  hers,  and  in  spite  of  herself  she 
would  grow  red  in  the  face,  and  feel  an- 
noyed.     His    glance   hurt   her — she   knew 
not   why.     Every   day  she  felt   as   if  the 
chasm    between   them  was   growing  wider 
and  wider.     Once,  only  once,  Teibele  got 
la  good  view  of  him.    He  was  leaving  the 
house  with  the  red  velvet  Tdllis  bag  under 
his    arm.       He    was    not  like    the  other 
Bochurim,  spare  and  stoop-shouldered;  no, 
Tuviah   was   tall"  and    well   built;    bushy, 
shaggy  hair  of  a  reddish  hue  covered  his 
head,  and  his  blue,  penetnating  eyes  were 
set  deep  in  their  sockets-    He  was  freckled 
and  snub-nosed,  too;  not  at  all  like  a  "son 
of  the  Law"  he  looked,  this  son-in-law  of 
the  Rabbi's  . 
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It  was  only  a  little  over  a  year  since 
Tuviah  bad  been  married  to  the  Rabbits 
daughter  when,  one  day,  ZlidnoVka,  usually 
so  calm  and  quiet,  was  thrown  into  a  ter- 
rible commotion.  Tuviah  had  disappeared  I 
The  news  spread  like  wild  fire.  From  one 
end  of  the  town  to  the  other  excited  groups 
of  people  were  talking,  gesticulating,  run- 
ning hither  and  thither. 

"The  Rabbi's  son-in-law  has  disap- 
peared !" 

"Yesterday  he  went  to  the  Beth  Hame- 
drash  as  usual,  and  he  never  returned. 
They  are  looking  for  him  everywhere. 
They  have  searched  every  house — and  the 
bath  house.  The  pump  was  dragged,  too. 
They  have  sent  a  message  to  Reb  Zorach, 
of  Shklav.  They  are  reading  the  Book  of 
Psalms  at  the  Rabbi  s  house." 

But  still  Tuviah  did  not  return.  The 
Rabbi  and  his  wife  were  panic-stricken, 
they  wrung  their  hands,  and  ran  to  the 
window  everj'  moment  to  see  if  the  missing 
Tuviah  was  not  returning;  only  Teibele 
was  mute.  Fortunately,  she  felt  that  it 
was  not  for  her  to  say  anything — for  she 
had  only  been  married  a  year,  and  no  chil- 
dren had  been  born  to  her. 

Two  weeks  passed,  and  no  sign  from 
Tuviah.  Zlidnovka  was  beginning  to  de- 
spair. The  Rehhifzen  was  weeping  her  eyes 
out.  "My  Teibele,  my  own  child,  an 
Agunahr  she  wailed.  Teibele  s  heart  sank 
as  she  heard  her  mother  pronounce  the 
word;  it  was  a  terrible  word. 

One  day  it  seemed  as  if  the  mystery  of  • 
Tuviah's  disappearance  was  approaching  a 
solution.  Aaron,  the  herring  peddlar,  had 
come  bacJk  from  a  month's  peddling  in  the 
nearby  villages.  "I  have  news  labout  Tu- 
viah," he  announced  to  the  first  man  he 
met.  In  an  instant  all  Zlidnovka  was  sur- 
rounding   him    with    eager,    open    mouths. 

"iVw,  nu,  Aaron,  tell  us  what  you  know, 
in  God's  name!" 

'Xisten,  and  I  will  tell  you,"  and  Aaron 
looked  very  important. 

*^  "WAS  passing  the  Catholic  cloister  on 
the  outskirts  of  Smima,"  he  began  very 
slowly,  lingering  on  every  word,  and  halt- 


ing now  and  then.  "I  was  passing  the 
cloister,"  Aiaron  repeated,  leaning  on  his. 
cane,  "and  my  heart  told  me  to  look  in, 
and  see  what  was  going  on  in  the  court- 
yard. I  looked  in,  and — "  here  Aaron, 
paused  to  watch  the  effect  his  words  were, 
making  cii  his  hearers.  They  were  all 
eager  and  breathless. 

"I  looked  in,  and  I  saw — you'll  never 
guess  what  I  saw,  but  I  shall  tell  you.  I 
saw  Tuviah!  yes,  Tuviah,  dressed  like  a 
monk,  with  a  big  yellow  cross  on  his  breast, 
and  his  head  bared.'" 

There  v. is  an  uproar;  n:en  shrieked, 
women  fainted,  some  were  tearing  their 
hair,  and  others  tore  their  garments,  as  a 
sign  of  nK)urning.  Aaron,  well  satisfied 
with  the  elfwt  his  words  had,  motioned  to 
them  to  be  silent.  He  had  more  to  tell, 
but  they  were  too  dazed  to  listen,  what 
they  had  heard  was  enough. 

The  next  day  Aaron's  story  was  flatly 
contradicted  by  Chajah,  the  widow. 

"Aaron,  the  Amhaarez,  dont  know  from 
his  head."  said  she;  "an  evil  spirit  in  his 
grandfather  for  telling  lies  on  a  Rabbi's 
son-in-law!  Tuviah  is  dead!"  Here  she 
reached  out  for  a  corner  of  her  apron, 
ready  to  wipe  the  tears  that  were  begin- 
ning to  course  down  her  cheeks.  "Last 
night  Tuviah  came  to  me  in  a  dream," 
continued  Chajah,  "it  must  have  been  a 
dream,  though  I  could  swear  that  my  eyes 
were  wide  open.  He  was  dressed  in  a 
shroud,  and  said  he  was  dead.  He  pleaded 
with  me  to  give  his  body  a  Jewish  burial. 
Then  I  opened  my  mouth" — Chajah  wias 
sobbing  bitterly  now — "and  was  about  to 
ask  him  where  his  body  was,  but  just  then 
someone — it  must  have  been  Satan  Meka- 
trig — pulled  him  away  from  me,  o-o-ooh!" 

Chajah's  story  was  listened  to  with  un- 
abated attention.  Everyone  was  sure  that 
Tuviah  was  dead,  especially  since  others 
had  seen  him,  as  she  had,  in  a  dream, 
wrapped  in  a  shroud,  exactly  as  she  de- 
scribed. For  weeks  and  weeks  he  kept  dis- 
turbing the  sleep  of  the  good  people  of 
Zlidnovka.  It  was  getting  intolerable. 
People  were  afraid  to  retire  at  night,  dread- 
ing a  visit  from  the  ghostly  Tuviah.     At 
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last  it  was  decided  to  appeal  to  the  Baial- 
sheir,  a  wonder-working  Rabbi,  who  had 
all  secrets  at  his  command.  Reb  Gimpel, 
the  Rabbi  of  Zlidnovka,  himself  was  sent 
to  hold  council  with  the  Baialshem. 

"Rebbe,"  said  Reb  Gimpel,  "I  pray  you, 
tell  me,  is  Tuviah  dead,  or  is  my  daug'hter 
an  Agunah/' 

The  Baalshem  closed  his  eyes,  and  was 
silent. 

"He  is  dead,  he  is  dead,"  he  said  fit  last, 
looking  up  at  the  ceiling. 

Reb  Gimpel  went  home  consoled.  Teibele 
was  free!  She  could  marry  again.  It  is 
true,  according  to  the  Torah,  it  required 
two  witnesses  to  affirm  the  death  of  a  hus- 
band before  the  widow  could  marry  tagain. 
But  was  not  the  Baalshem's  word  as  good 
as  ten  witnesses? 

Reb  Gimpel,  Teibele's  father,  was  grow- 
ing old.  He  felt  he  had  not  many  more 
days  to  live. 

"How  can  I  die  in  peace,  when  my  Tei- 
bele is  left  to  face  the  world  alone — ^without 
a  husband  to  lead  her  through  life?"  said 
he  to  his  feeble  wife.  "I  am  going  to  my 
eternal  home,  Shiphrah,  and  thou  wilt  soon 
join  me,  in  wfhose  care  shall  we  leave  our 
daughter?  She  must  be  given  a  husband. 
There  is  Shmarjah — juat  returned — a  won- 
derful ChazanI  Wilna  wants  him  for  hw 
largest  synagogue.  He  was  my  best  pupil; 
I  shall  give  him  Teibele." 

"But  the  witnesses?"  muttered  the  Reh- 
hitzev. 
"AVhat  witnesses?" 

"Didst   not  say   that,   according  to   the 
"Torah,  it  required  two  witnesses  to — " 
The  Rabbi  waved  his  band  impatiently. 
"Is   not  the   Baalshem 's   word   worth    a 
thousand  witnesses?    I   have  faith  in  his 
assurance.    Tuviah  is  dead,  and  Teibele  is 
free  to  marry  again.     I  shall  give  her  to 
f^hmarjah,  and  then  I  can  die  in  peace." 
•    «  *  *  «  ♦ 

In  May,  1882,  there  was  great  rejoicing 
throughout  Russia.  In  every  city,  town 
and  village  elaborate  preparations  were 
made  to  celebrate  a  great  event.  Streets 
that  had  not  been  cleaned  for  many  a  year 


were  ordered  to  bo  swept  in  pain  of  a  heavy 
fine.  House-holders,  whose  house  fronts 
had  grown  gray  with  neglect  were  com- 
manded to  have  them  whitewashed  within 
a  given  time.  Not  a  creak  in  a  fence  or  a 
wall  but  it  had  to  be  repaired.  Mothers 
were  warned  that  at  least  for  a  week  their 
children  would  not  be  allowed  to  appear  in 
public  highways  with  dirty  frocks  and  lui- 
washed  faces.  In  the  larger  towns,  tri- 
umphal arches  were  erected  on  the  market 
places,  flags  were  flung  from  every  house- 
top, and  the  police  and  soldiery  strutted 
about  in  new  ruhashkas,  and  dazzling  yel- 
low shopkas. 

At  last — at  last!  The  great  day  had  ar- 
rived! From  one  end  of  Russia  to  the 
other  was  heard  the  blow  of  trumpets  and 
the  shout  of  multitudes.  The  tumultuous 
tramp  of  many  feet  mingled  with  the 
clanking  of  swords  and  spurs.  The  very 
«ir  was  heavy  with  the  hurrahs  that  came 
from  a  m^|inn  throats.  Holy  Russia  was 
in  a  delirium  of  joy,  a  fever  of  excitement 
seized  the  vast  domain  from  border  to 
border.  Men,  women  and  children,  all 
decked  out  in  their  best,  gathered  in  groups 
on  the  streets,  to  listen  to  the  playing  of 
bands,  and  to  drink  the  vodka  that  was 
given  away.  Houses  were  deserted,  the 
well  and  the  sick,  all  rushed  out  to  partici- 
pate in  the  festivities.  Many  were  walking 
on  crutches,  others  had  been  carried  out  in 
their  sick-beds,  to  see  and  to  hear.  It  wfis 
a  great  day  for  Russia,  for  Alexander  the 
Third  had  ascended  the  throne.  Millions 
of  Russians  knelt  in  the  churches  before 
the  ikons,  and  swore  allegiance  to  the  Lit- 
tle Father,  absolute  master  of  their  lives 
and  souls. 

And  the  Jews?  They  stayed  within.  They 
dared  not  come  out  to  face  the  shouting, 
cheering,  stamping,  drunken  multitudes. 
Only  at  night-fall,  through  back  streets, 
and  cautiously,  they  crept  out  of  their 
dwellings  and  made  their  way  to  the  syna- 
gogues, where  they  prayed  for  the  weal  of 
the  new  ruler.  The  Cantor  shouted  the 
Misheherach  for  the  Czar,  his  consorts  and 
their  descendants;  then  quietly  they  filed 
out  of  the  synagogue,  and  back  through  the 
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same  alleys    and    dark    streets    re-entered 
their  dweUings. 

For  weeks  and  weeks  after  the  corona- 
tion the  feasting  continued.  Once  the  mob 
had  had  its  fill  of  vodka,  it  could  not  find 
its  way  back  to  sobriety. .  The  peasants  had 
spent  tall  their  money  on  brandy.  The  ex- 
citement made  their  dull  blood  tingle,  their 
veins  swell.  They  hungered  for  some  means 
of  venting  the  animal  in  their  natures. 
Their  beastly  appetite  for  human  blood 
was  aroused,  they  were  only  looking  for 
their  prey. 

"Let's  kill  the  Jews!"  grunted  a  red- 
eyed,  drunken  moujik. 

"Da,  da !''  shouted  a  hundred  voices, 
**let's  kill  them,  the  prokleati.  the  unbe- 
lievers. Let's  kill  every  one  of  their  cursed 
lot.  The  Little  Father  wills  it.  lie  wants 
every  Jew  cleared  out  of  Russia.  Death  to 
the  Zhidiyrehwtar 

"Death  to  the  Zhidi!  death  to  the  unbe- 
lievers!" rang  from  one  end  of  Russia  to 
the  other. 

The  hungry-  mob  saw  its  opportunity. 
Like  beasts  of  prey  they  fell  upon  their 
victims,  land  robbed  and  plundered  and 
murdered  and  maimed.  Wherever  the 
drunken  beasts  passed,  they  left  trails  of 
blood  and  ruin.  The  air  was  filled  with 
feathers,  and  piles  of  wreckage  filled  the 
streets  and  gutters.  Windows  were  shat- 
tered, doors  battered  down,  synagogues  de- 
spoiled, the  scrolls  of  the  Law  desecrated. 
Men,  women  and  children,  bleeding  and 
bruised,  fled  from  their  homes  in  terror  to 
neighboring  woods  and  forests.  The  blood- 
thirsty pogromtchicks  swore  in  the  name 
of  Christ  to  deliver  Russia  of  every  Jew- 
dog.  As  a  mark  of  allegiance  to  the  new 
Czar,  they  stamped  their  faith  with  th« 
red  blood  of  the  Jews. 

Zlidnovka  did  not  escape  the  shameless 
brutality  of  the  blind  Christ-avengers.  The 
bloody  hand  of  persecution  laid  low  its 
homes,  and  drove  its  inmates,  wild  with 
terror,  to  whatever  shelter  was  at  hand. 
The  venerable  Rabbi,  Reb  Gimpel,  was 
slain  by  a  dninken  peasant  while  protect- 
ing his  daughter,  Teibele,  from  insult  and 
shame.  The  Rabbi's  dying  words  to  his 
dau^rhter  were:  "Marry  Shmarjah,  he  is 
a    good    lad — my    best    pupil" — and,    pro- 


nouncing the  Shema,  his  soul  took  her  de* 

parture  from  the  body. 

»  «  «  «  » 

"There  is  nothing  left  for  us  here.  Our 
loved  ones  are  dead,  our  home  in  ruins — 
the  land  of  our  birth  will  know  us  not.  We 
are  haUnl,  driven  hence  like  Cain.  No 
roof  but  it  refuses  to  shelter  us;  no  highway 
but  it  is  forbidden  us.  Let  us  flee  from 
this  blood-stained  country'.  I  have  heard 
o\'  the  wonderful  New  World  across  the 
Atlantic.  They  say  it  is  a  land  full  of 
riches.  Many  of  our  brethren  are  hasten- 
ing thither.  It  is  like  the  City  of  Refuge 
of  which  our  Holy  Torah  tells.  They  say 
man  may  live  and  breathe  in  that  country 
unmolested.  There  their  wives  and  daugh- 
ters are  safe  from  insult  and  attack,  and 
men  are  free  to  enjoy  the  good  of  the  land* 
L<*t8  to  that  blessed  country,  my  Teibele,. 
n]y  dove.  There  we  can  live,  and  be  happy 
in  our  love." 

It  was  Shmarjah  who  was  speaking,  and 
Teibele,  his  wife,  looked  into  his  eyes — 
the  eyes  that  she  had  loved  since  she  was 
a  little  maid  of  twelve. 

"Where  thou  goest,  I  follow,  even  to  the 
uttermost  corner  of  the  earth,"  and  she 
Icianed  her  head  on  his  breast. 

Many,  many  weary  days  passed  and 
Shmarjah  and  Teibele,  in  company  with 
other  fleeing  immigrants,  reached  the  shore 
of  the  Promised  Land.  Dazed  and  fright- 
ened, like  stray  sheep  they  wandered 
through  the  vast  City  of  New  York.  Help- 
lessly they  looked  around,  knowing  not 
whither  to  turn.  Spying  a  party  of  immi- 
grants boarding  a  street  car,  they  hurried 
in  after  them.  Weary  and  crestfallen  they 
sat,  Teibele  leaning  on  Shmarjah  for  sup- 
port. 

"Fares,  please!"  rang  out  a  shrill  voice 
in  Teibele's  ear.  She  looked  up,  and  faced 
the  conductor. 

"Tuviah!"  she  shrieked;  "Tuviah!"  and 
fell  in  Shmajah's  arms.    She  had  fainted. 

The  next  day  the  New  York  Momvng- 
Journal  contained  an  item  which  related 
how  a '  young  and  beautiful  immigrant 
woman  had  fainted  dead  laway  on  a  street 
car  and  had  frightened  the  conductor  so- 
that  he  became  suddenly  lQ  and  left  the 
car. 
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'Al  Shechitah* 

From  the  Yiddish  of  N.  Bialik's  Version  of  a  Hebrew  Poem  by  Himself 

Of  steel  and  iron,  cold  and  hard  and  dumb, 

Now  forge  thyself  a  heart,  O  man !    and  come 

And  walk  the  town  of  slaughter.    Thou  shalt  see 

With  waking  eyes  and  touch  with  conscious  hands, 

On  fences,  posts,  and  doors. 

On  paving  in  the  street,  on  wooden  floors, 
^  The  black,  dried  blood,  commingled  here  and  there 
^With  brains  and  splintered  bone. 

And  thou  shalt  wander  in  and  out  of  ruins. 

Of  broken  walls,  doors  wrenched  from  off  their  hinges, 

Stoves  overturned,  dilapidated  hearths, 

And  singed  beams  laid  bare,  and  half-burnt  bricks. 

Where  axe  and  flame  and  iron  yesternight 

Danced  a  wild  dance  and  led  the  bloody  revel. 

Then,  creep  to  attics,  clamber  over  roofs. 

Peep  in  where  all  the  black  and  yawning  holes 

Appear  like  ragged  wounds  that  neither  wait 

Nor  hope  for  healing  more  in  all  this  world. 

Outside,  the  sultry  air  is  thick  with  feathers, 

And  thou  shalt  think  to  wade  as  in  a  river, 

A  flow  of  human  sweat,  the  sweat  of  anguish. 

Thou  stumblest  over  heaps  of  goods  and  chattels — 

They're  just  whole  lives  of  men,  whole  lives  of  men, 

Like  broken  potsherds,  past  all  mending  ever — 

Thou  walkest,  runnest,  fallest  in  the  wreckage, 

In  cushions,  tinsel,  linings,  silk  and  satin. 

All  dragged  and  rent  and  torn  to  bits  and  trampled — 

And  scarfs  and  prayer-books,  parchments,  scraps  of  Torah, 

The  white  and  holy  wrappings  of  thy  soul. 

Look,  look!  they  fold  themselves  about  thy  feet, 

They  kiss  thy  very  footmarks  in  the  dust  .    .    . 

Thou  fleest!  whither?  back  to  light  and  air? 

l^un,  run  I  the  sky  will  laugh  thee,  man,  to  sconi! 

The  sun  will  blind  thee  with  his  glowing  spears. 

Acacias  hung  with  tassels  white  and  green 

Will  poison  thee  with  smells  of  blood  and  flowers, 

And  blooms  and  feathers  fall  on  thee  in  showers. 

A  thousand,  thousand  shivered  bits  of  glass 

Shall  twinkle  in  thy  dazzled  eyes — behold! 

For  now  is  given  thee  a  wondrous  thing, 

A  twofold  gift,  a  slaughter  and  a  spring! 


♦Jcwiah  Quarterly  Review. 
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The  garden  blossomed  and  the  sun  shone  bright, 

The  Shochet  slaughtered! 

The  knife  was  sharp  and  glistened,  from  the  wound 

Flowed  blood  and  gold. 

Thou  seek'st  the  shelter  of  a  court !  in  vain ! 

A  heap  of  refuse.    They  beheaded  twain : 

A  Jew — his  dog,  with  hatchets,  yesterday, 

Toward  the  centre  of  the  court.    This  morning 

A  hungry  pig  came  by  and  dragged  them  hither, 

And  routed,  grunting,  in  their  mingled  blood. 

Let  be !  to-morrow  there  will  fall  a  shower 

And  wash  the  blood  into  the  drain,  and  stifle 

Its  cry  to  heaven  for  vengeance ;  some,  maybe. 

Has  sunk  already  deep,  deep  down,  and  feeds 

The  thorny  tangle  of  a  crooked  hedge. 

And  calmly,  like  to-day  and  yesterday. 

The  sun  will  rise  to-morrow,  in  the  East, 

Its  splendour  not  diminished  in  the  least, 

And  just  as  nothing  were,  pursue  its  way  .   .   . 

Go,  half  distraught,  and  scramble  to  a  garret. 

And  there  remain  alone  in  musty  gloom. 

Alone?  the  fear  of  death  is  breathing  round  thee! 

It  fans  the  dark  with  black  and  chilly  feathers 

And  lifts  each  single  hair  upon  thy  head. 

Look,  here  and  here,  and  in  between  the  rafters. 

Are  eyes  and  eyes  that  gaze  at  thee  in  silence. 

The  eyes  of  martyred  souls, 

Of  hunted,  harried,  persecuted  souls, 

Who've  huddled  all  together  in  the  comer. 

And  press  each  other  closer  still  and  quake; 

For  here  it  was  the  sharpened  axes  found  them. 

And  they  have  come  to  take  another  look. 

And  in  the  apple  of  each  staring  eye 

To  g^ass  once  more  the  picture  of  their  end. 

Of  all  the  terror  of  their  savage  death. 

Of  all  the  suff*ring  of  their  dreary  lives. 

And,  trembling  like  a  crowd  of  startled  doves, 

They  flutter  in  a  cluster  to  the  ceiling. 

And  thence  they  gaze  at  thee  with  dumb,  wild  eyes. 

That  follow  thee  and  ask  the  old,  old  question. 

The  one  that  never  yet  has  reached  to  heaven. 

And  never  will: 

For  what,  for  what?  and  once  again,  for  what? 

Yes,  crane  thy  neck  .   .   .  behold,  there  is  no  heaven  I 

There's  nothing  but  a  roof  of  blackened  tiles. 

Thence  hangs  a  spider — go  and  ask  the  spider! 

She  saw  it  all,  and  she's  a  living  witness, 

The  old  grey  spider  spinning  in  the  garret. 

She  knows  a  lot  of  stories — ^bid  her  tell  them! 

A  story  of  a  belly  stuflFed  with  feathers. 

Of  nostrils  and  of  nails,  of  heads  and  hammers, 
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Of  men  who,  after  death,  were  hung  head  downward, 

Like  geese,  along  the  rafter. 

A  story  of  a  suckling  child  asleep, 

A  dead  and  cloven  breast  between  its  lips, 

And  of  another  child  they  tore  in  two, 

Thus  cutting  short  its  last  and  loudest  scream, 

For  **Ma-",  was  heard,  but  "Mame"  never  finished. 

And  many,  many  more  such  fearful  stories 

That  beat  about  thy  head  and  pierce  thy  brain, 

And  stab  the  soul  within  thee,  does  she  know. 

And,  stifling  down  the  sob  within  thy  throat, 

Thou  rushest  headlong  down  the  stairs  and  out — 

To  see  again  the  world  of  ev'ry  day, 

The  usual  sun,  outpouring  unashamed 

A  wealth  of  beams  at  every  guilty  threshold. 

And  lavish  of  its  store  on  worse  than  swine. 

Descend  into  the  vale  where  smiles  a  garden. 

Where  in  the  garden  stands  a  silent  shed. 

As  though  they  slept  upon  their  sleeping  victims 

Like  the  vampyres  drunk  with  blood, 

Behold  a  heap  of  cartwheels  piled  together. 

And  bent  and  broken,  splashed  with  blood  and  marrow. 

And  some  there  are  with  open  spikes  that  point 

Like  murd'rous  fingers  clutching  at  a  throat. 

Yet  wait  without!     When  fiery  and  bloody 

The  sun  has  set  beneath  the  western  sky. 

Then  steal  thee  thief-like  back  into  the  shed. 

And  fall  a  prey  to  terror     .     .     . 

To  terror !  see,  it  hovers  in  the  air 

And  clings  about  the  walls  and  soaks  the  stillness. 

Hush,  listen  well!  the  wheels  begin  to  move, 

Torn  shreds  of  limbs  are  live  again  beneath  them. 

They  twitch  convulsively  in  blood,  their  own,  they  anguislr.. 

A  quiet  groan,  a  rattle  in  the  throat 

Of  one  not  killed  outright,  a  last  low  sigh, 

A  smothered  scream,  and  then  a  grind  of  teeth. 

All  this  is  there  alive  beneath  the  wheels. 

And  fastens  on  the  beams  and  on  the  rafters 

And  squeezes  in  at  ev'ry  crack  and  hole, 

Or  else  hangs  midway  in  the  shudd'ring  air, 

A  canopy  above  thy  sickened  head. 

A  speechless  woe,  because  beyond  all  words. 

Trouble  and  sorrow  infinite  .   .   .  but  hush, 

There's  some  one  else  beside  thee,  slowly  feeling 

His  way  in  darkness  and  with  closed  eyes. 

And,  sunk  in  great  abysses  of  distress, 

He  stretches  out  before  him  two  thin  hands 

Toward  the  depth  obscure  alive  with  fears. 

And  probes  the  darkness  with  his  ten  blind  fingers^ 

But  seeking  for  no  outlet  .  .  . 
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'Tis  he,  *tis  he  himself,  the  voiceless  Spirit 

Of  Pain,  a  captive  of  his  own  accord. 

And  one  who,  pitiless,  condemned  himself 

To  endless  ages  of  unuttered  woe. 

And  hov'ring  in  the  shed  around  you  twain 

Is  Nong-venod  *the  Homeless  One,  who  rests  not, 

And  never  finds  a  corner  on  a  foothold, 

A  sable  Presence,  weary,  deathly  weary. 

0  pitiful !  'twere  fain  to  weep,  and  cannot, 
To  give  one  cry,  but  one,  and  still  is  silent, 
And  chokes  and  struggles  with  the  tears  unshed, 
And  spreads  its  pinions  o'er  the  slaughtered  martyrs, 
And  hides  away  its  face,  dissolved  in  sorrow. 

And  weeps  within  itself  without  a  language. 

Hush,  go  thou  softly  now  and  shut  the  door, 

And  eye  to  eye  remain  with  it  alone, 

And  let  its  burning  wrongs  and  aching  griefs 

For  ever  interpenetrate  thy  soul. 

When  all  within  thee's  died  away  to  silence. 

Go,  touch  its  wounds,  and  they  will  live  and  speak. 

Then  bear  its  woes'  remembrance  in  thy  breast 

To  all  the  confines  of  the  whole  wide  world, 

And  seek  a  name  for  them,  and  find  it  never  .    .    , 

Now  go  without  the  town  when  none  may  see  thee. 

And  steal  thee  softly  to  the  place  of  burial; 

And  stand  beside  the  martyrs'  new-made  graves. 

And  stand  and  look  and  let  thine  eyelids  fall — 

And  turn  to  stone. 

Thy  heart  shall  fail  within  thee,  but  thine  eye, 

Bum  hot  and  tearless  as  the  desert  sand. 

Thy  mouth  shall  ope  to  shriek  aloud  for  vengeance, 

And  dumb  as  are  the  tombstones  shalt  thou  stand. 

Go^  look  and  look,  behold  them  where  they  lie 

like  butchered  calves,  and  yet  thou  hast  no  tear 

To  give  to  them,  as  I  have  no  reward. 

For  I  have  hither  come,  O  ye  dead  bones, 

To  beg  of  you,  forgive  me ! 

Forgive  your  God,  you  that  are  shamed  for  ever! 

For  all  your  dark  and  bitter  lives  forgive  me. 

And  for  your  ten  times  dark  and  bitter  death ! 

For  when  you  stand  to-morrow  at  my  threshold. 

When  you  remind  me,  when  you  ask  for  payment, 

1  shall  but  answer  you :  "Come,  see,  I've  nothing. 
It  cries  to  heaven,  I  hear  it,  but  I've  nothing. 
For  I  am  too  poor  myself,  I'm  beggared  also. 
And  woe  and  woe  and  woe  is  all  my  worlds ! 

Let  all  the  seven  heavens  moan  for  pity. 
To  bring  such  sacrifices  all  for  nothing, 

tSein  nong-venod— a  Yiddish  expression— to  be  wandering  from  pillar  to  post.] 
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To  live  such  lives  and  die  such  deaths  for  nothingj 

Not  knowing  to  what  end,  for  what,  for  what  I 

Her  head  enwrapped  in.  clouds,  my  old  Shechinah 

Shall  sit  for  evermore  and  weep  for  shame ; 

And  night  by  night  I  too  will  lean  from  heaven 

And  mourn  myself  upon  your  graves. 

The  shame  is  very  great  and  great  the  anguish, 

And  which  is  greater,  say  thou,  son  of  man ! 

No,  best  keep  silent,  be  a  speechless  witness. 

Nor  testify  with  words  to' having  found  me 

In  poverty  and  having  seen  my  woe. 

Yet,  son  of  man,  departing  take  with  thee 

A  portion  of  my  sorrow  and  my  care, 

And  mingle  it  with  wrath  and  cast  it  from  thee 

To  fill  the  lap  of  corpses  still  alive. 

What  now  ?  go  back  and  gaze  on  leaves  and  grass  ? 

The  fresh  and  fragrant  message  of  the  spring 

Steals  in  upon  thine  heart  and  there  awakes 

A  longing  for  a  new  and  freer  life  .   .   . 

The  grass  is  grave-grass,  man,  and  smells  of  death. 

Tear  out  a  handful,  fling  it  down  behind  thee, 

And  say  with  closed  eyes : 

"My  people  is  as  grass  pluckt  up,  and  how 

Shall  that  which  has  no  root  revive  and  live?" 

Come,  look  no  more,  come  back  to  those  yet  living. 

To-day's  a  fast-day,  come  where  stands  the  Shool, 

And  plunge  thy  soul  in  tears,  their  sea  of  tears. 

Thou  hear'st  the  lamentations  and  the  moans 

From  open  mouths,  from  out  between  locked  teeth. 

The  rent  and  quiv'ring  sounds,  like  things  alive. 

Unite,  and — hearken!  now  they  rise  again 

In  one  despairing  wail  of  misery, 

That  tosses  still  between  a  damp,  dark  ceiling 

And  upturned  faces  all  awry  with  pain. 

A  sudden  sorrow  chills  you  to  the  bone: 

Thus  wails  a  people  only  that  is  lost, 

Whose  soul  is  dust  and  ashes,  and  their  heart 

A  scorched  desert.     .     .. 

No  root  of  hatred,  not  a  blade  of  vengeance. 

For  hark,  they  beat  the  breast  and  cry,  Ashamnu! 

They  pray  of  me  forgiveness  for  their  sjn. 

Their  sin?  the  sin  of  shadows  on  the  wall, 

The  sin  of  broken  pots,  of  bruised  worms! 

What  will  they?  why  stretch  out  their  hands  to  me? 

Has  none  a  fist?    And  where's  a  thunderbolt 

To  take  revenge  for  all  the  generations, 

To  blast  the  world  and  tear  the  heav'ns  asunder 

And  wreck  the  universe,  my  throne  of  glory? 

And  hear,  thou  son  of  man! 
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When  next  the  reader  cries  upon  the  platform, 

Arise,  O  God,  avenge  the  slaughtered  victims, 

Avenge  thy  holy  ones,  the  pious  greybeards, 

The  suckling  children,  God,  the  little  children!" 

And  all  the  people  cry  with  him  together, 

And  when,  like  thee,  the  very  pillars  tremble, 

I  will  be  cruel  to  thee,  very  cruel. 

For  thou  shalt  have  no  single  tear  to  shed; 

And  should  a  cry  arise  in  thee,  T\\  choke  it, 

Between  thy  teeth,  if  need  be,  I  will  choke  it. 

I  will  not  have  thee  mourn  as  do  the  others.  , 

The  tear  unshed,  that  bury  in  thyself. 

Deep  down  within  thy  heart,  and  Duild  a  tower 

Of  gall  and  hatred  round  it;  let  it  lie 

A  serpent  in  a  nest  (and  men  shall  suck 

And  pass  its  venom  on), 

With  thirst  and  hunger  stili  unsatisfied. 

And  when  the  day  of  retribution  comes. 

Then  break  the  wall  and  let  the  serpent  out, 

And  like  a  poisoned  arrow  shoot  it  forth 

With  hunger  raging  and  with  thirsty  fang, 

And  pierce  thy  race,  thine  own  race,  through  the  heart! 

To-morrow,  son  of  man^  go  pace  the  street: 

Behold  a  market  full  of  living  ware. 

Of  bruised  and  beaten,  half-dead  human  cattle, 

With  bent  and  twisted  backs. 

Of  skin  and  bones  tied  up  in  rags. 

Of  maimed  and  crippled  children,  and  of  women 

All  fagged  and  parched,  and  these. 

Like  locusts  or  the  latter  summer  flies. 

Besieging  doors  and  windows,  ev'ry  gateway, 

And  stretching  out  crooked  hands  with  festVing  wounds 

(The  hands  have  only  lately  learnt  to  beg). 

And  crying  each  his  merchandise  of  woe : 

"A  groschen  for  a  wound,  a  groschen  for  a  wound! 

A  groschen  for  a  violated  daughter! 

A  groschen  for  a  grandsire  done  to  deaths 

And  for  a  son,  a  boy  just  ripe  for  marriage !" 

Go,  tramping  pedlars,  seek  the* field  of  victims, 

And  dig  white  bones  from  out  your  new-made  graves, 

And  fill  your  baskets,  ev'ry  one  his  basket. 

Go  out  into  the  world,  and  drag  them  with  you, 

From  town  to  town,  wherever  there's  a  market, 

And  spread  them  out  before  the  strangers'  windows, 

And  sing  hoarse  beggar-songs,  and  ask  for  pity! 

And  beg  your  way,  and  trade  as  heretofore 

In  flesh  and  blood,  your  own.  .   .   . 
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Now  flee,  O  son  of  man,  for  ever  flee, 
And  hide  thee  in  the  desert — and  go  mad ! 
There  rend  thy  soul  into  a  thousand  pieces, 
And  fling  thy  heart  to  all  wild  dogs  for  food ! 
The  burning  stones  shall  hiss  beneath  thy  tears, 
And  storniy  winds  shall  swallow  up  thy  cry ! 

Helena  Frank. 
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Col.  G>nder'8  Views  on  Zionism 


To  the  December  issue  of  Blackwood's 
Magazine,  Colonel  Condor  contributes  an 
article  on  the  Zionist  question.  The  Jews, 
he  says,  like  other  nations,  include  many 
classes  whose  interest  and  ideals  differ,  and 
many  schools  of  thought  due  to  a  narrower 
or  a  wider  experience.  The  Polish  Jew  he 
regards  as  the  lowest  type  of  the  race, 
though  in  this  case  one  can  detect  "the 
^bright  eye  and  the  energetic  under-lip, 
which  show  that  the  old  vigor  of  the  race 
still  lies  concealed  behind  the  humble 
•cringing  manner  of  the  persecuted  and  des- 
titute Ashkenazi."  The  Polish  Jews,  says 
•Colonel  Conder,  are  intensely  ignorant  and 
superstitious,  but  not- without  their  ideal  of 
a  better  future. 

Amid  sordid  surroundings  and  engros- 
sing anxieties  they  still  nourish  a  belief  in 
a  happy  time  to  come,  when  Israel  shall  rest 
under  its  vines  and  fig-trees  in  Palestine; 
and  their  aspiration  still  is,  **Next  year  in 
Jerusalem."  The  ancient  vitality  of  the 
race  is  not  exhausted,  and  in  Palestine  it- 
self, where  a  second  generation  has  grown 
up  under  more  healthy  conditions  in  agri- 
cultural colonies,  the  improvement  in  type 
and  character  has  already  become  marked. 

At  ^  opposite  end  of  the  scale  is  the 
cultivated  and  highly-educated  upper  class, 
which,  especially  in  England,  is  the  pro- 
duct of  a  few  centuries  of  freedom  and 
prosperity.  Between  the  extremes,  says 
Colonel  Conder,  lie  middle  classes  who,  like 
the  similar  ranks  in  English  society,  he 
states  are  neither  enthusiastic  nor  moder- 
ately intelligent,  who  pride  themselves  on 
being  practical  and  whose  imagination  can- 
not conceive  the  burning  wrath  and  sorrow 
which  sear  the  hearts  of  the  poor  in  lands 
where  tyranny  and  hatred  are  concentrated 
in  the  deliberate  attempt  to  crush  the  He- 
brew. "It  is  for  this  middle-class  that  the 
greater  part  of  the  Jewish  press  in  England 
caters.  It  prides  itself  on  common-sense, 
and  it  looks  coldly  upon  the  enthusiast." 
Continuing  this  not  altogether  just  refer- 


ence to  the  Jewish  middle-class,  he  writes — 
The  middle-class  Jew  with  whom  Mr. 
Zangwill  has  made  us  well  acquainted,  may 
be  either  an  orthodox  disciple  of  his  rabbis 
or  may  be  a  materialist  who  knows  nothing 
of  his  own  Scriptures,  and  who  conforms  to 
the  customs  of  his  society,  while  believing 
nothing  and  immersed  in  the  jnirsuit  of 
riches.  Such  men  are  the  despair  of  those 
who  seek  to  raise  the  nation  to  higher 
ideals,  and  the  hatred  of  the  race  in  Euroi)e 
has  been  in  great  measure  due  to  the  mean 
craft  of  those  who  regard  the  Gentiles  as 
lawful  prey.  Ancient  memories  of  wrong 
have  created  this  feeling  of  enmity  to  the 
foreigners  among  whom  Israel  is  forced  to 
live,  and  pride  of  race  has  been  distorted 
into  a  narrow  conceit;  while  the  Qoim,  who 
perish  like  the  beast,  are  thought  to  have 
been  created  by  Jehovah  solely  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  Jew. 

But  among  the  higher  class  of  those 
broad-minded  Jews  (adds  Colonel  Conder) 
who  sincerely  believe  in  their  ancient  (re- 
ligion, and  who  remember  the  precept  of 
the  Pentateuch  which  bids  every  Jew  to 
"love  his  neighbor  as  himself,"  very  noble 
efforts  are  made  not  only  to  help  the  i)oor 
and  stem  the  tide  of  persecution,  but  also 
to  raise  the  tone  of  the  nation  by  appeal  to 
its  ancient  memories  and  ideals.  These 
people  believe  that  the  nation  can  only  be 
raised  from  its  misery  by  the  creation  of 
a  national  centre. 

movement.  The  closing  of  Palestine  to  the 
Jews  by  the  Sultan,  he  believes,  was  neither 
unreasonable  nor  damaging  to  the  Zionist 
cause.  Timte  was  allowed  for  the  absorp- 
tion of  a  mass  of  destitute  Jews  who,  by 
extraordinary  exertions,  began  to  make  a 
living,  aided  by  their  societies.  Time  a'lso 
has  allowed  the  dissipation  of  that  suspi- 
cion which  was  aroused  among  the  Turks 
by  the  apparently  political  aspect  of  Dr. 
Herzl's  proposals.  Turning  to  the  Terri- 
torial alternative,  which  was  then  offered 
in  East  Africa,  Col.  Conder  quotes  the  hos- 
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tile  report  of  the  Commission  of  Inquiry: 
"The  Territorialists,  in  turn,  had  failed, 
and  the  failure  was  a  serious  blow  to  their 
hopes;  for  thougfh  the  present  British  Gov- 
ernment is  said,  like  the  last,  to  be  sym- 
pathetic, it  eotifines  itself  to  the  promise 
that  any  definite  and  practicable  scheme 
for  Jewish  colonization  will  be  duly  con- 
sidered. The  question  remains,  where  are 
Territorialists  to  find  a  territory?  The 
habitable  regions  of  the  world  are  held  by 
races  which  have  conquered  them  in  time 
past,  and  by  owners  who  have  paid  for  land. 
A  British  Government  cannot  offer  lands 
in  our  Colonies,  or  in  India;  and,  apparent- 
ly, the  only  lands  to  be  g^iven  for  nothing 
are  those  which  even  tlie  native  tribes  can- 
not inhabit.  Those  who  had  separated  them- 
selves' from  the  -Zionists  in  the  hope  of  find- 
ing a  more  practicable  solution,  have  thus 
been  unable  to  do  any  real  woi^,  and  are 
reduced  to  the  expression  of  vague  hopes.'* 
The  deadlock  whioh  thus  arose,  says  Col. 
Conder,  was  relieved  by  the  decision  of  the 
Sultan,  "for  reasons  which  as  yet  are  known 
only  to  himself,"  tacitly  to  permit  further 
Jewish  immigration  into  Palestine.  The 
result  of  this  permission,  says  Col.  Conder, 
is  said  to  have  been  that  more  than  10,000 
Jews  have  entered  the  country  during  the 
year;  and  that  the  Zionists  now  find  plenty 
to  do  in  aiding  and  organizing  the  settlers, 
and  in  developing  the  trade  of  Palestine. 
For  the  Jews  now  settled  there  represent 
one-eighth  of  the  total  population  of  the 
country,  or  double  the  nunnber  of  the  con- 
gregation which  came  back  after  the  Cap- 
tivity, as  stated  in  the  book  of  Ezra;  and 
the  Anglo-PaJestine  Company,  by  itself, 
represents  dealings  to  the  amount  of  more 
than  $100,000  during  the  year  190.5. 

Col.  Conder  mentions  that  the  Turkish 
Government  long  refused  to  consider  his 
proposal  for  a  line  of  railway  rrom  Haifa  t<v 
Damascus,  but  that  the  line  was  quite  re- 
cently finished  by  the  Stfltan  himself.  Still 
more  remarkable  has  been  the  extension 
•f  a  main  line  from  Damascus  to  Akabah, 
and  thence  to  MedinJa-,  by  His  Majesty's 
special  orders,  money  having  been  previous- 
ly suscribed  by  pious  Moslems,  and  impe- 


rial troops  employed  in  the  construction. 
The  opening  of  Palestine  by  the  Sultan  is, 
in  Col.  Conder's  opinion,  only  part  of  a 
general  policy  for  strengthening  his  posi- 
tion as  Khailif  and  as  ruler,  especially  of 
Syria — a  policy  which  he  has  now  pursued^ 
unceasingly  for  more  than  twenty  years.. 
The  lines  are  stategically  useful.  The- 
French  line  to  Jerusalem  and  the  French, 
fell-railway  over  Lebanon  to  Damascus  are- 
older,  and  represent  the  interests  of  Euro- 
pean companies;  but  the  new  lines  are  na^ 
tional,  and  even  if  extended  north  to  Alep- 
po by  G^ermans,  are  not  likely  to  involve 
European  complications.  "The  Sultan,"' 
says  Col.  Conder,  "seema  to  have  taken  a 
leaf  out  of  the  Jax>ane8e  book  in  thus  util- 
izin^-£u)»pean  ideas  lev  his  own  purposes.'' 
But  Col.  Conder  points  out  that  the  cal- 
culations af  statesmen  do  not  always  leadl 
to  the  expected  results;  and  he  sketches- 
interesting  possibilities  as  a  result  of  the* 
Sultan's  actiacitsr* 

Railways  have  a  tendency  to  create  a*, 
population  along  their  course.  The  Jews*, 
in  1891  acquired  land  in  Bashan  not  far 
from  the  new  line.  The  nomad  tribes- 
which  once  ranged  all  over  the  region  east, 
of  the  Jordan  have  been  gradually  driven' 
back  to  the  deserts  ,  and  before  a  railway 
they  wil*l  be  forced  to  retreat  yet  farther. 
It  is  said  that  land  is  already  being  ac- 
quired by  the  Jews  in  Moab,  and  schemes-, 
which  proved  impracticable  when  proposed' 
by  Mr.  Lawrence  Oliphant  in  1881  on  ac- 
count of  the  remoteness  and  insecurity  of 
the  region,  seem  now  as  likely  to  become 
realities  as  are  the  Sharon  colonies  which 
the  present  writer  proposed  in  1878.. 
There  is  certainly  plenty  of  room  for  a 
Jewish  population  in  Gilead,  should  the- 
Suit  an  see  fit  to  allow  their  settlement  along 
the  line;  and  communication  with  the  coast 
is  now  at  last  rendered  easy.  It  is  perhaps-- 
too  early  as  yet  to  judge  whether  a  fresh* 
change  of  policy  may  not  again  close  the* 
country  to  the  refugees;  but  the  natural 
growth  of  the  Jewish  population  already^ 
established  would  in  time  create  a  most 
remarkable  change  in  the  character  of  Sy- 
rian population,  and  a  great  improvement 
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in  the  material  prosperity  of  the  country. 
There  are  regions  in  the  Lehanon  and  in 
Asia  Minor  which  might  also  absorb  a  'large 
Jewish  x>opuIation,  if  permission  continues 
to  be  even   tacitly  accorded. 

The  reasons  for  this  new  phase  of  the 
question,  says  Col.  Conder,  are  still  obscure. 
It  nwiy  be  that  the  Sultan  has  convinced 
himself  that  Jewish  settlers  are  useful  to 
his  empire.  There  can  be  no  doubt,  he 
thinks,  that  a  very  large  influx  may  be  ex- 
pected, though  it  will  be  controlled  by  Turk- 
ish regulations,  to  the  benefit  of  those  who 
are  allowed  to  enter.  In  these  days  of  Alien 
acta,  it  is  a  great  boon  to  th«  race,  he  ar- 
gues, that  the  Turkish  dominions  should  be 
open,  if  only  for  a  time.  **It  may  be  that 
the  Sultan  considers  a  common  hatred  to 
be  a  very  useful  bond  of  union;  and  Jewish 
hatred  of  his  fallen  en^my  is  not  likdly  to 
be  forgotten  while  the  memory  of  the  re- 
cent massacres  is  still  fresh  in  the  minds 
of  those  who  have  apeaped.  The  discon- 
tented Moslems  of  Syria  are  equally  held  in 
check  by  the  increase  of  a  new  population 
professing  another  faith."  Col.  lOonder 
concludes  by  saying  that  he  would  be  only 
too  glad  to  see  Palestine  increasing  in  civi- 
lization and  prosperity  as  an  outpost  be- 
tween Egypt  tHid  the  Russian  base  west  of 
the  Caucasus.  The  final  outcome  of  such 
changes  is  yet  in  the  distant  future;  but  it 
is  clear  that  if,  after  the  death  of  the  pres- 
ent Sultan,  the  question  of  the  near  East 
should  again  be  raised,  the  Jews,  if  in  the 
meantime  they  have  established  their  claim 
by  actual  occupation  of  the  land,  will  have 
to  be  considered  by  statesmen  in  any  settle- 
ment of  a  Syrian  question;  and  that  the 
solution  of  that  question  may  be  the  ex- 
tinction of  all  the  rival  European  claims, 
by  the  establishment  of  a  neutral   Pales- 


tine as  the  legally  assured  home  for  the* 
Jewish  people. 


The  Jewish  Chronicle  of  London,  an  op- 
ponent of  Zionism,  gives  editorial  attention 
to  the  article  of  Col.  Condor,  reviewed 
above.    It  says: 

"That  the  country  which  was  closed  in 
the  face  of  so  persuasive  a  personality  as 
Dr.  Herzl  shoiild  be  opened  6i)ontaneou£fly 
and  silently  now  that  the  great  Zionist  lead- 
er is  no  more  seems  to  suggest  that  the  Sul- 
tan has  got  over  his  political  fears,  and  that 
he  is  now  prepared  to  welcome  the  Jews 
into  Palestine  on  account  of  their  value 
as  settlers — ^value  whioh,  we  beGieve,  he  has 
never  doubted.  Colonel  Conder  maftces  de- 
tailed reference  to  the  two  new  railway 
lines  from  HaL&uto  Damascus,  and  from 
Damascus  toward  Medina,  in  which  the 
Sultan  has  taken  a  practical  interest,  and 
asserts  that  the  opening  up  of  Palestine  is- 
only  part  of  a  general  policy  of  strengthen- 
ing his  position  as  Kalif  and  ruler,  especi- 
ally of  Syria;  and  it  looks  as  if  His^ 
Majesty  had  resolved  to  call  in  Jewish  tal- 
'  ents  and  energy  in  the  development  of  his 
great  derelict  estate  in  Palestine.  This  ik>1- 
icy,  of  course,  would  not  necessarily  spell 
Zionism.  But,  as  Col.  Conder  points  out>. 
if  the  death  of  the  sultan  should  again 
raise  the  question  of  the  Near  East,  the- 
fact  that  the  Jews  were  in  possession 
and  were  the  chief  element  in  the  regener- 
ation of  the  country,  would  be  a  powerful 
claim  to  be  considered  in  any  settlement 
which  might  be  reached,  or  even  to  be  form- 
ally recognized  as  the  owners  of  a  neutraliz- 
ed Palestine.  Any  work  they  may  carry  out 
in  the  interval  would  ailways  be  liable  Ur 
reversal  and  loss.  But  these  risks  and  sacri- 
fices must  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  hos- 
tiflges  given  to  fortune." 
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The  Faithful  Bride 

(A  Legend  in  Verse  Adapted  from  the  Talmud) 

HERE  is  a  legend,  (and  'tis  quaintly  sweet), 

Of   man    and   maid,    who   loved,  lon^^,  long  ago. 
But  fate  was  cruel, — they  were  forced  to  part, 
And  she  was  left  alone  in  grief  and  woe. 


T 


And  men  derided,  but  her  faith  was  strong. 
Nor  heeded  she  their  taunts  and  scornful  jeers; 

But  in  the  secret  vigils  of  the  night. 

His  letters  read  again  with  many  tears.' 

Sweet  promises,  writ  to  her  long  ago — 

They  warmed  her  heart,  these  words  of  living  flame; 
And   much   men   marveled,    for   her   trust  proved  true,. 

With    pomp    and   glory   back   her   lover  came. 

■**My  own,"  he  said,  "why  didst  thou  trust  strong.''    - 
When  men  but  mocked, — and  I  away  so  words, 

"•'Dear  heart,"  she  said,  "I  read  thy  loving  loiigf 
Read  and  believed,  and  so  my  love  grew  in  me, 

Wouldst  read  the  moral  in  my  simple  lines  ? 

The  bride  is  Israel,  her  Beloved,  He 
Who  ruleth  heaven  and  earth,  the  Lord,  our  God; 

And  she  who  was  so  sad,  shall  happy  be. 

And  He  shall  say,  "O  tender  rose  of  mine. 
Which  I  have  taken  back  beyond  recall, 

What  kept  alive  thy  simple  faith  in  Me?" 

"Thy  Law,  O  Lord,  which  was  my  joy,  my  all  I " 

R.  F.  I. 
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THE  SITUATION  IN  RUSSIA. 

The  Russian  Jews  are.  at  present  engaged 
in  organizing  for  the  coming  elections  to 
the  Duma.  Election  Committees  have  been 
formed  everywhere,  especially  ^here  the  in- 
terests of  large  Jewish  populations  are  to 
be  watched  and  carefully  provided  for.  Sev- 
eral parties  are  hoping  to  capture  the  Jew- 
ish vote.  The  Constitutional  Democrats 
and  the  Labor  Party  are  loking  forward  to 
the  support  of  those  Jews  who  have  not 
determined  to  vote  for  candidates  of  dis- 
tinctly Jewish  parties.  The  latter,  of  which 
the  Zionists  and  the  Revolutionary  Bund- 
ists  are  the  most  prominent,  have  organized 
themselves  on  strictly  party  lines  and 
adopted  programs  of  their  own.  The  or- 
gan of  ^e  Warsaw  Zionists,  the  "Zycie 
Zydowskie,"  publishes  the  following  pro- 
gramme of  the  Zionist  Election  Committee : 
Bemocratisation  of  the  form  of  government 
of  the  State.  Equality  of  rights  for  the 
Jews.  Decentralization  of  the  people  as  a 
minority  of  the  population.  Proportional 
elections  in  all  constituted  and  legislative 
State  and  territorial  institutions.  Recog- 
nition of  the  Jewish  language.  SiOt>bath 
<lay  of  rest.  National  autonomy  in  internal 
Jewish  affairs. 

During  the  elections  the  Society  for  Jew- 
ish  Equality  of  Bights,  a  St.  Petersburg 
organization  which  is  in  central  control  of 
the  situation,  will  publish  a  special  organ 
^Wch  is  to  bear  the  name  of  The  Jewish 
yoter8.  This  body  is  coxmselling  Russian 
Jews  to  vote  for  the  candidates  only  of 
those  parties  that  have  adopted  programs 


providing  for  the  total  equality  of  the 
Jews.  It  also  warns  Jews  against  follow- 
ing the  example  of  several  rich  brethren  of 
theirs  of  Odessa  and  Kieff,  who  have  joined 
the  Party  of  Peaceful  Regeneration,  at  the 
head  of  which  is  Count  Heyden,  whose  re- 
cent utterances  regarding  the  equality  of 
the  Jews  has  brought  about  distrust  in  his 
party's  plans  in  that  direction. 

In  the  meantime  the  Government  is  con- 
tinuing to  collect  Jewish  statistics  upon 
which  important  reforms  are  expected  to 
be  based.  Such  action  as  may  be  taken» 
however,  will  probably  not  take  shape  until 
the  gathering  of  this  data  is  completed^ 
some  time  during  the  summer  of  this  year. 

The  latest  dispatches  from  Russia  con- 
tain the  news  of  slight  reforms  that  Pre- 
mier Stolypin  has  carried  through.  These 
include  the  removal  of  restrictive  police 
regulations  in  twenty-five  governments  ly- 
ing within  the  Jewish  Pale;  the  promul- 
gation of  similar  arrangements  for  Jews 
outside  the  Pale,  and  the  removal  of  the 
restrictions  under  which  Jews  labor  regard- 
ing trade. 

The  vital  points  in  the  program  dealing 
with  the  Jewish  question  are  left  for  the^ 
consideration  of  the  Duma. 


THE  EDUCATIONAL  QUESTION  7N 
ENGLAND. 

The  agitation  that  has  for  some  time  been 
aroused  in  England  by  the  consideration 
of  the  general  Education  Bill  in  Parliament 
is  fraught  with  Jewish  interest.  It  seema. 
that  the  House  of  Lords,  true  to  its  tradi- 
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tions  of  conservatism  and  loyalty  to  the 
welfare  of  the  established  church,  has  ab- 
solutely refused  to  accede  to  the  demands 
of  the  non-conformists.  The  Jews  in  Eng- 
land are  therefore  thinking  of  establishing 
a  permanent  central  body  whose  business 
it  will  be  to  direct  and  manage  all  matters 
pertaining  to  the  religious  education  of  the 
Jewish  youth.  The  English  Jews  had  es- 
pecially hoped  that  the  Government's  pro- 
vision in  the  bill  by  which  parents  would 
be  permitted  to  withdraw  their  children 
from  school  during  the  time  religious  in- 
struction was  being  given  would  be  accept- 
able to  all  parties.  The  House  of  Lords, 
however,  offered  a  substitute  for  this  clause 
which  only  complicates  matters  by  enacting 
that  those  who  absent  themselves  from  the 
religious  instruction  in  the  regular  schools 
should  be  either  engaged  in  secular  study 
at  the  same  time  or  attending  some  other 
lund   of    religious     instruction   elsewhere. 


The  London  Jewish  Chronicle,  discussing 
the  situation,  says: 

"The  Board  of  Deputies  took  the  course 
of  resolving  to  consider  the  creation  of  a 
committee  of  its  own  to  deal  with  matters 
affecting  Jewish  children  throughout  the 
country.  The  committee  will,  no  doubt,  do 
excellent  work,  especially  in  the  existing 
circumstances  of  the  education  question. 
But  we  should  like  to  see  the  organization 
of  the  community  in  educational  matters 
•carried  much  further.  The  suggestion  for 
the  formation  of  a  central  authority  for  the 
promotion  and  regulation  of  Jewish  relig^i- 
ous  teaching  is  especially  worthy  of  atten- 
tion. The  community  must  recognize  that 
the  course  of  educational  legislation  will 
necessitate  greater  individual  efforts  by  the 
various  denominations  in  the  matter  of  re- 
ligious instruction;  and  a  powerful  cen- 
tralised body  may  be  needed  for  this  pur- 
pose." 


DR.  LEWIN'S  TOUR. 

The  remarkable  thing  to  notice  about 
Dr.  Lewin's  tour  is  the  universal  satisfac- 
tion and  admiration  with  which  he  has 
heen  everywhere  received.    As  a  member  of 


Dk.  Shmaryahu  Lewin 


the  late  Russian  Duma,  who  came  to  this 
country  in  order  to  acquaint  American 
Jews  with  the  conditions  of  their  brethren 
in  Russia,  it  was  naturally  expected  that 
he  would  be  listened  to  with  the  attention 
and  respect  due  to  one  who  is  in  thorough 
contact  with  the  state  of  affairs  he  intend- 
ed to  dwell  upon.  But  besides  presenting 
an  accurate  picture  of  the  present  situation 
of  the  Russian  Jews,  Dr.  Lewin  also  made 
a  strong  and  intelligent  plea  for  Zionism, 
in  which  he  finds  the  only  permanent  and 
logical  remedy  for  all  the  ills  that  Russian 
and  other  Jewries  similarly  situated  are 
heir  to.  In  all  the  cities  in  which  he  spoke 
Dr.  Lewin  made  a  splendid  impression. 
During  the  past  month  he  delivered  ad- 
dresses before  crowded  audiences  in  Phila- 
delphia, Pittsburg,  Chicago,  Cincinnati, 
Baltimore,  St.  Louis,  Cleveland  and  other 
cities  and  towns.  The  meeting  at  Dur- 
land's  Riding  Academy  in  New  York, 
which  was  held  on  Sunday  evening,  Dec. 
9,  proved  to  be  a  most  notable  event  in  the 
history  of  New  York  Jewry,  not  only  be- 
cause of  the  presence  of  Dr.  Lewin,  but  al- 
so because  of  the  enormous  crowd  that 
literally  jammed  the  meeting    hall  and  the 
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thousands  of  others  who  could  not  gain  ad- 
mission. It  seemed  as  if  the  whole  East 
Side  had  wended  its  way  to  Durland's  to 
hear  Dr.  Lewin.  The  meting  was  presided 
•over  by  Mr.  Schiff;  besides  Dr.  Lewin,  Dr. 
Magnes,  Mr.  Schiff  and  Mr.  Cyrus  L.  Sulz- 
berger also  delivered  addresses.  Naturally 
the  words  of  Dr.  Lewin,  who  spoke  on  *The 
Condition  of  the  Jews  in  Russia,"  met  with 
the  greatest  amount  of  interest.  At  the  con- 
elusion  of  his  address  the  whole  audience 
rose,  lustily  cheered  and  waved  Zionist 
banners  with  a  fervor  and  persistency  that 
made  the  hall  look  like  a  huge  sea  of  Zion- 
ist banners  vigorously  set  afloat  by  a  whirl- 
wind of  contagious  enthusiasni  which  per- 
vaded every  nook  and  cranny  of  the  hall. 

On  Thursday,  I>ec.  20,  Dr.  Lewin  spoke 
at  Cooi)er  Union  on  ^The  Necessity  of 
Zionism,'*  wherein  he  presented  his  brief  in 
behalf  of  Zionism.  It  was  an  inspiring  ad- 
ilress,  it  touched  the  brains  and  hearts  of 
those  present.  The  Jews,  Dr.  Lewin  said, 
liad  become  near-sighted  through  their 
dwelling  behind  closed  doors;  there  are 
very  few  Jews  who  can  see  very  far  with 
a  clear,  natural  vision,  as  is  evidenced  by 
the  fact  that  to  the  average  Jew  the 
bought  of  the  future  of  his  i)eople  has  no 
place  in  his  mind. 

Dr.  Lewin  received  a  hearty  welcome  in 
the  other  cities  he  visited.  In  Chicago  Dr. 
Emil  Q.  Hirsch  and  Adolphe  Krause  were 
in  charge  of  the  mass  meeting  which  Dr. 
Lewin  addressed.  In  Cincinnati,  the 
stronghold  of  Reform  Judaism,  Dr.  Lewin 
made  an  excellent  impression.  Our  Cincin- 
nati correspondent,  who  viewed  things  from 
hehind  the  scenes,  writes  us  as  follows: 


DR.  LEWIN  IN  CINCINNATI. 

Dr.  Lewin  was  in  Cincinnati  on  the  12th 
and  13th  of  December.  The  committee  that 
arranged  for  his  stay  in  the  city  consisted 
of  two  sections:  the  first,  of  Zionists  who 
arranged  a  Yiddish  mass  meeting  down- 
town, and  the  second,  mostly  of  communal 
workers,  not  identified  with  the  Zionist 
movement,  who  arranged  a  German  meet- 
ing in  Avondale.    These  were,  without  ex- 


ception, the  largest  meetings  ever  address- 
ed in  Cincinnati  by  a  Zionistic  speaker. 
Prominent  in  both  audiences  were  members 
of  the  Hebrew  Union  College,  representa- 
tives of  the  anti-Zionistic  press,  and  rab- 
bis representing  various  shades  of  non- 
Zionist  opinion.  For  many 'of  his  hearers 
Dr.  Lewin's  lectures  were  the  first  words  on 
Zionism  listened  to  directly  from  a  Zion- 
irtic  source.  The  immediate  result — it  is 
too  early  to  speak  of  ultimate  effects — ^was 
a  revelation  to  many,  or  to  put  it  in  a 
prosier  form,  a  rough  shock  to  the  self-sat- 
isfaction of  some  men  who  had  absorbed  all 
their  opinions  on  Jews  and  Judaism  in  cold 
chunks  from  a  time-serving  press,  a  preju- 
diced rabbinate  and  a  dogma-ridden  insti- 
tution. 

Although  Dr.  Lewin  stirred  up  a  great 
deal  of  enthusiasm  at  these  meetings — gen- 
uine enough  downtown  and  more  or  less 
ephemeral  on  the  hill,  for  we  are  deter- 
mined not  to  deceive  ourselves — ^the  chief, 
or  at  least  the  most  defiaite,  result  of  his 
visit  will  be  attributable  not  to  his  public 
addresses  but  to  his  informal  talks.  I  am 
told  that  he  spoke  for  three-quarters  of  an 
hour  in  pure  Hebrew  at  the  Hebrew  Union 
College  and  that  a  lively  discussion  between 
him  and  President  Kohler  ensued.  It  is 
hardly  fair  to  judge  the  merits  of  the  argu- 
ments of  either  by  the  effect  on  the  stu- 
dents, for  the  magnetic  personality  of  Dr. 
Lewin,  as  well  as  the  natural  claim  on  the 
interest  of  students  enjoyed  by  a  stranger, 
his  superior  grasp  of  his  subject,  his  con- 
tagious good  humor  and  enthusiasm  and 
his  absolute  freedom  from  the  mannerisms 
of  the  pulpit — all  told  immeasurably  in  fa- 
vor of  the  ex-member  of  the  Duma.  Still 
I  have  been  told  by  those  who  ought  to 
know  that  never  in  the  history  of  the  in- 
stitution have  the  future  rabbis  been  car- 
ried away  more  completely  by  enthusiasm 
than  they  were  after  Dr.  Le win's  address. 
The  same  thing  was  true  when  he  dined 
at  the  Phoenix  Club.  One  very  prominent 
member  who  has  been  sympathetic  towards 
Zionism  for  some  time  and  who  is  now  a 
full-pledged  Zionist,  told  me  that  he  had 
never  heard  such  clear-cut  answers  graced 
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with  such  ready  wit  as  those  that  the  Doc- 
tor gave  for  all  kinds  of  pertinent  questions 
on  the  Russian  Jew  that  were  fired  at  him 
incessantly  until  one  o'clock  in  the  morn- 
ing. In  a  trolley  party  the  next  day  the 
same  process  was  continued,  except  that 
here  his  chief  questioner  was  the  most 
rabid  of  anti-Zionistic  rabbis.  Occasional- 
ly Dr.  Lewin  turned  around  and  with  a 
peculiar  twinkle  in  his  eye  asked  some 
questions  himself.  To  every  attempt  to 
shift  the  subject  by  referring  to  the  scenery 


and  what  not,  the  Doctor  replied  in  a  very 
dignified  manner,  "I  have  come  here  to  see 
Jews,  not  buildings,  thank  you  I"  He  did 
see  some  of  the  Jews  at  least,  and  the  re- 
sult of  their  meeting  him  will  not  be  eas- 
ily forgotten  in  Cincinnati. 

N.  T.  I. 


A  feature  of  the  meeting  in  Chicago  to- 
greet  Dr.   Shmaryahu  Lewin   was   an  ad- 
dress in  Hebrew  of  about  twenty-five  min- 
utes' duration  by  Dr.  Emil  G.  Hirsch. 


^  The  February  Number  of  The 
Maccabaean  will  contain  several  ill- 
ustrations depicting  the  Bezalel  at 
Work;  in  this  number  will  also  appear 
an  illustrated  review  of  "The  New 
Art  of  an  Ancient  People." 
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Book  Reviews  and  Notes 


BOOKS  OF  WISDOM  * 
Professor  Genung,  the  author  of  "He- 
brew Literature  of  Wisdom/'  is  well-known 
in  other   spheres.     He   is    the  author   of 
fieveral  manuals  of  rhetoric  that  have  been 
widely  used  in  this  country,  and  also  of 
some  essays  in  literary  criticism.    In  addi- 
tion, he  has  made  a  special  study  of  Hebrew 
**Chochmah"    literature,   and   has    already 
published  "The  Epic  of  the  Inner  Life"  on 
Job,  and    "The   words   of  Koheleth"    on 
Ecclesiastes.     The  work  at  present  under 
consideration    is     a    further    treatise    in 
the  same  field.     It  summarizes  the  results 
of  his  two  earlier  books,  and  contains  also 
new  material  on  Proverbs  in  the  Cannon, 
on  Ecclesiastes,   and  the  Wisdom  of  Sol- 
omon in  Apocrypha,  and  on  the  parables  of 
Jesus  and  the  Epistle  of  St  James  in  the 
Kew  Testament;  all  consideration  of  such 
Tahnudic  wisdom  as  the  "Pirke  Aboth"  is, 
however,  omitted.    Prof.  Genung,  in  accord- 
ance with  a  decided  modem  tendency,  ap- 
proaches these  books  from  a  distinctively 
literary  standpoints-literary,  however,  not 
in  a  sense  of  those.who  study  "art  for  art's 
sike"— the  purely  sesthetic  view;  it  is  liter- 
ary rather  in  the  sense  of  those  who  regard 
literature  as  our  most  exact   mirror   and 
mterpreter  of  life,  and  especially  of  con- 
duct in  life.     In  other  words,   Prof.   Ge- 
nung's  book  is  a  study  of  the  larger  moral 
issues   as    reflected    in   certain    important 
portions  of  the  Bible;  it  is  a  study  of  values 
in  the  Hebrew  literature  of  wisdom. 

It  is  held  by  many  that  the  Sages  or 
Wise  Men  were  a  distinct  order  in  old  He- 
brew society,  fulfilling  a  definite  function 
as  compared  with  the  two  other  important 
official  classes,  the  priests  and  the  prophets. 
They  iray  even  have  instituted  a  kind  of 
university  tinder  the  patronage  of  Solomon, 

•John  Franklin  Genun?:  Hebrew  Literature  of  Wisdom. 
Pp.  ♦OQ.-Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co.    $2.00. 


and  taken  fees  like  modem  lawyers.     The 
literature  that  represents  them  rings  dis- 
tinctly with  the  note  of  the  individual,  a 
note  that  is  sternly  suppressed  in  the  l^al 
and    prophe((;ical   national    literature   that 
constitutes  the  mass  of  the  Bible.     Their 
function,  as  has  been  said,  was  definite. 
The  priests  enunciated  the  laws— a  divine 
institution;  the  prophets  thundered  forth 
their  visions — a  divine   inspiration.     But 
the  "Chochomim''  were  more  humble:  they 
were  not  divine,  they  were  merely  human. 
Whatever    authority   they   possessed   came 
from  the  universal   validity  of   their   in- 
sight  into   man's   heart.     They    were,    in 
other  words,  empiricists,  who  through  long 
ages  of  inductive  experience  formulated  a 
code  of  conduct  that  in  most  respects  was 
the  same^  as  that  derived  by  lawgiver  and 
prophet  ostensibly  from  the  mouth  of  God. 
Yet   there  was   a  difference;   a  difference 
arising  naturally  from  the  opposed  origins. 
The  law   and   the  vision  were  exalted  in 
tone — something  for  man's  higher  moods; 
stem  and  uncompromising  withal.    But  the 
words  of  the  wise  were  popular  in  tone; 
words  of  the  market-place  and  street;  words 
of  homely  comparison  and  simple  utterance 
that  struck  straight  at  a  man's  heart  every 
moment  of  the  day.    Every  nation  has  this 
literature  of  proverbial  wisdom,  but  it  is 
among  the  Hebrews,  as  Dr.  Abbott  remarks 
in  his  book  on  the  "Life  and  Literature  of 
the  Ancient  Hebrews,"  that  it  appeals  to 
the  most  universal  experience.    The  words 
of  the  Hebrew  wise  are  current  coin  to-day 
among  the  nations  of  the  earth. 

Prof.  Genung  justly  maintains  that  in 
this  literature  of  wisdom  reaching  from  the 
Proverbs  to  the  Epistle  of  James,  there  is 
a  well-marked  evolution  of  ideals.  In  the 
several  chapters  of  his  book  he  traces  the 
course  of  this  evolution,  usually  with  truth 
of  analysis  and  always  with  interest  of 
presentation.  According  to  the  thesis  laid 
down  by  him,  the  constant  problem  of  the 
Hebrew  literature  of  wisdom,  is  the  prob- 
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•lem  of  the  reward  for  righteousness.  What 
yithron,  what  surplusage,  what  profit  re- 
mains to  lis  of  all  our  labor  that  we  Iftbor 
under  the  sun?  Every  book  in  this  wis- 
dom literature,  according  to  Prof,  (ienung, 
gives  its  own  answer  to  this  question.  In 
Proverbs,  the  reward  for  piety  is  success 
and  prosperity  in  this  world.  Fear  God  and 
keep  his  commandments,  says  Proverbs,  and 
God  will  reward  you  with  weakh  and  wis- 
dom and  power  and  all  things  good.  The 
righteous  shall  be  recompensed  and  the 
sinner  go  to  destruction,  all  here  on  earth. 
The  constant  note  of  Proverbs  is  a  tranquil 
assurance  of  this  truth.  But  now  comes  a 
new  problem.  The  reward  of  piety,  say  the 
sages,  is  prosperity;  then  comes  the  per- 
plexing question:  Is  righteousness  to  be 
made  merely  dependent  on  material  re- 
ward? Job,  is  what  Prof.  Genung  calls 
the  "attack  by  centre"  on  the  apparent 
motives  for  piety  as  laid  down  in  Proverbs. 
The  problem  is  this :  Job  has  been  righteous 
in  prosperity;  if  prosperity  is  suddenly 
taken  away  and  misfortune  and  pain  sub- 
stituted, will  Job,  this  average  wise  man, 
maintain  his  righteousness?  In  order  to 
present  the  drama  in  Job^s  soul  more  vivid- 
ly, the  author  of  this  remarkable  book  ar- 
rays against  Job  in  his  misery,  visible  ex- 
ponents of  the  older  philosophy  of  reward. 
Stubbornly  they  cling  to  their  dogma:  if 
Job  has  been  visited  with  evil,  it  must  be 
because  he  has  deserved  it;  never  yet  have 
they  seen  the  righteous  other  than  prosper- 
ous and  happy.  "Job  I"  they  say,  "search  thy 
soul;  thou  has  surely  sinned."  With  con- 
scious pride  they  parade  their  neat  maxims; 
often  of  old  has  Job,  himself,  perpetrated 
similar  "mashals"  of  complacent  rectitude. 
But  how  does  Job  now  answer  them?  With 
bitter  reviling,  with  unwavering  mainten- 
ance of  his  own  righteousness,  with  accusa- 
tion of  a  God  who  must  be  unjust,  if  indeed 
Job  has  done  no  wrong;  of  that  he  remains 
firmly  convinced.  The  fault  lies  elsewhere, 
not  in  him.  Nor  can  the  substance  of  his 
he  intends  always  to  punish  only  the  guilty, 
argument  be  denied ;  so  the  wrath  of  Elihu 
is  kindled  against  Job's  friends,  as  well 
as  against  him,  "because  they  had  found  no 


answer  and  yet  had  condemned  Job."  And 
what  is  the  answer?  God  speaks  from  the 
whirlwind,  and  he  convinces  Job  of  the 
futility  to  judge  Him  by  his  poor  human 
faculties ;  but  Job  himself  is  justified.  By 
true  manliness  and  self-centred  righteous- 
ness he  had  maintained  his  integrity;  un- 
like his  time-serving  friends,  who  feared 
to  offend  God  by  frank  and  open  speech. 
Truth  and  integrity. — these  are  wisdom 
and  piety, — though  the  heavens  fall  and 
all  men  contend  against  you. 

The  next  step  in  the  wisdom  literature 
Prof.  Genung' finds  in  Koheleth,  which  he 
calls  the  "attack  by  flank."  In  Job  the 
question  has  been:  Is  it  always  for  reward 
that  a  man  is  righteous?  In  Koheleth  is 
posited  a  new,  more  ironical  question :  What 
is  this  reward?  What  is  it?  The  presenta- 
tion is  again-  dramatic;  the  discourse  is 
put  into  the  mouth  of  the  most  wise  and 
prosperous  of  men,  Solomon.  Here  truly 
was  -a  man  with  all  things  that  this  life 
can  give — wealth,  wisdom,  power,  material 
goods,  mental  endowments.  But  the  end  is 
vanity ;  all  is  a  breath.  Step  by  step  Kohel- 
eta  tests  everything,  and  all  is  vanity.  The 
one  hope,  moreover,  that  he  might  have  had, 
the  hope  of  a  future  life  wherein  all  would 
be  righted,  he  consciously  rejects,  according 
to  Prof.  Genung,  who  regards  Koheleth  as 
a  definite  protest  against  the  Greek  notions 
of  immortality  introduced  at  this  time,  es- 
pecially .in  the  apocryphal  "Wisdom  of 
Solomon."  But  one  consolation  he  finds, 
and  Prof.  Genimg  considers  this  consolation 
to  be  the  central  thought  of  the  book.  The 
profit  for  a  man's  labor  that  he  labors  under 
the  sun  is — ^the  labor.  The  reward  of  life 
is  life  itself;  life  is  an  ultimate  fact  with 
no  world  beyond  the  grave  as  a  necessary 
supplement.  For  there  must  be  no  question 
of  reward,  either  now  or  hereafter;  no 
hard-and-fast  bargainings  in  righteous- 
ness. On  one  other  verse  Prof  .Genung  lays 
emphasis:  Everything  hath  He  made 
beautiful  in  its  time;  also  hath  He  put 
eternity  in  their  heart."  In  other  words, 
this  life  itself  is  eternal;  our  immortality 
is  in  us  now.     As  a  whole,  Koheleth  is  a 
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p!ea  therefore  for  the  present  manhood,  for 
character,  and  creative  activity. 

In  the  final  chapters  of  this  book,  Prof. 
Genung  treats,  first,  of  the  apocryphal 
books  of  wisdom ;  these  he  considers  marked 
no  advance  in  ideals,  but  were  intermed- 
iaries of  the  reciprocal  dissemination  of 
Greek  and  Jewish  culture;  and  secondly,  the 
Christian  literature  of  wisdom  represented 
in  the  New  Testament.  Prof.  Genung  com- 
pares the  Old  Testament  wisdom  writin^rs 
to  the  chapter  in  Carlyle's  Sartor  Resartut 
entitled  the  "Everlasting  Nay";  the  apocry- 
phal books  to  the  "Centre  of  Indifference"  i* 
and  those  in  the  New  Testament  to  the 
"Everlasting  Yea."  In  other  words,  he  be- 
lieves that  the  negative  work  accomplished 
in  Job  and  Koheleth  finds  fruit  in  the  pos- 
itive philosophy  of  Jesus.  This  philosophy 
may  be  briefly  summarized  as  "creative 
love.."  The  problem  of  reward  for  good 
and  evil  is  annihilated  by  an  appeal  to 
originality,  to  the  pulsations  of  the  free, 
enlightened  spirit.  He  who  has  love  is  a 
lord,  consciously  directing  his  univetrse, 
since  he  dares  give  good  only,  never  re- 
ceive evil ;  this  is  the  "wisdom  of  God."  For 
does  God  seek  reward  for  his  love?  No 
more  should  we.  Each  should  have  in  him- 
self a  fund  for  eternal  life,  to  expend  here 
on  earth  in  works  of  radiant  love.  The 
Epistle  of  James,  it  should  be  noted,  is 
closer  in  tone  to  the  Old  Testament  wisdom. 
Moulton  quotes  many  passasres  that  re- 
semble similar  passages  in  Ecclesisaticus ; 
like  that  book  it  is  in  many  respects  simph^ 
a  manual  of  conduct. 

What  shall  be  said  of  all  this?  It  is  evi- 
dent at  a  first  glance  that  Prof.  Genung 
has  accepted  boldly  the  principle  laid  down 
in  his  preface,  end  told  us  what,  in  his 
opinion,  the  Hebrew  literature  of  Wisdom 
means,  not  what  it  meant.  Like  every  man 
with  a  theory,  he  has  had  often  to  warp  the 
facts  to  suit  his  theory.  His  constant  tend- 
ency everywhere,  it  is  apparent,  is  to  assign 
jn^ater  coherency  to  the  Biblical  books  than, 
ifter  the  mutation  of  ages,  they  actually 
possess.  Thus  it  is  in  a  measure  absurd  to 
deduce  a  definite  philosophical  creod  from 
the  disconnected  observations  of  the  Pro- 


verbs; the  prudential  attitude  of  mind  that 
Prof.  Genung  finds  in  them  is  assuredly 
not  absent,  but  such  sentiments  as  "love 
covereth  all  sins"  are  also  present;  and 
many  maxims  of  Jesus,  as  Dr.  Abbott  for 
example  points  out,  are  taken  almost  liter- 
ally from  Proverbs.  In  this  interpretation 
of  Job,  Prof.  Genung  is  especially  interest- 
ing and  has  least  need  to  "read  into"  the 
facts;  but  Koheleth,  on  the  contrary,  is 
certainly  twisted  beyond  recognition  in  his 
hands.  He  has  picked  out  a  number  of 
isolated  sentences  and  made  them  the 
ground-work  of  his  interpretation.  Attrac- 
tive the  interpretation  is,  no  doubt;  but  to- 
discover  Carlyle's  Gospel  of  Work  in  Kohel- 
eth is  to  apply  the  latter's  weary  sigh  of 
"nothing  new  under  the  sun"  a  bit  too 
literally.  Koheleth,  as  is  well  known,  has 
been  subjected  to  almost  as  many  diverse 
interpretations  as  Shakspere's  sonnets;  it 
has  been  called  an  address  by  Jesus  to  the 
saints  and  a  chronicle  of  the  kings  of  the 
house  of  Judah  from  Solomon  to  Zedekiah; 
an  anticipation  of  the  Harveian  theory  of 
the  circulation  of  the  blood  and  a  treatise 
on  the  Summum  Bonunv.  It  is  hardly 
likely  that  we  shall  ever  know  what  it 
really  means.  We  must  regard  the  Koheleth 
as  tampererd  with — tampered  with,  more- 
over, by  deeds  both  of  commission  and 
omission.  For  we  cannot  but  suppose  that 
the  ecclesiastical  authorities,  shocked  by 
the  pessimistic  tones  of  the  book,  deleted 
portions  of  the  argument  and  interspersed 
pious  antidotes.  Thus  in  two  directions  has 
Koheleth  become  difficult  to  understand: 
there  is  both  more  and  less  than  what  the 
author  wrote.  But  undoubtedly  the  creed 
ot  the  book  is  destructive  in  character: 
Koheleth  is  an  early  Omar  Khayyam,  a 
primitive  Faust  in  his  early  stages  of  des- 
pair. It  is  likely  that  even  originally  the 
book  was  merely  a  "journal  of  fragments;" 
Dr.  Abbott  compares  it  in  this  respect  to  the 
Journal  of  Amiel.  So  Moulton  also  very 
wisely  insists  that  if  the  literary  form  of 
Koheleth  be  examined^  "the  attempt  to 
trace  a  continous  argument  from  beginning 
to  end  must  be  dismissed."  The  one  thing 
that  we  can  be  sure  of  in  Koheleth  is  that 
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its  author  was  truly  oppressed  with  the 
^'weary  weight  of  all  this  unintelligrible 
world";  and  if  it  be  any  one  thing  more 
than  another,  it  is  a  i>oet's  pitiful  medita- 
tion on  the  sorriness  of  life  and  the  strange 
chances  of  death  and  misfortune— and  to 
all  the  problem  no  key. 

The  merits  and  defects  of  Prof.  Genimg's 
^'Hebrew  Literature  of  Wisdom"  have  boen 
gufficiently  illustnated.  Minor  defects,  like 
the  underestimation  of  the  Wisdom  of  Solo- 
mon, may  well  be  passed  over  in  the  larger 
Falue  of  the  book.  It  is  an  earnest  and  sin- 
cere attempt  by  a  well-informed  and  schol- 
arly critic  to  apply  without  formality  or 
pedantry  modern  standards  of  literature 
and  life  to  the  remarkable  Hebrew  books 
of  wisdom.  From  the  standpoint  of  the 
student  of  the  Bible,  of  the  student  of 
ethics,  and  of  the  student  of  literature. 
Prof.  Glenung's  book  is  alike  interesting 
and  significant. 

M.  J.  Herzberg. 


SPINOZA   AND   RELIGION* 

The  remarkable  philosophical  system  of 
Spinoza  has  been  held  by  some  to  be  the 
^ery  apotheosis  of  Jewislt  thought,  inas- 
much as  it  is  supposed  to  contain  the  lof- 
tiest conception  of  •&  Creator — a  God  who 
pervades  the  universe  in  the  most  literal 
fashion;  from  Spinoza  have  been  garnered 
many  phrases  that  are  now  the  current 
<5oin  of  popular  reli^ous  disn\ission,  and 
around  Spinoza  has  gathered  a  mist  of 
tradition  that  culminates  finially  in  the 
attribute  "God-intoxicated!"  Yet  among 
professional!  students  of  metaphysics  doubt 
has  often  arisen  as  to  the  validity  of  these 
notions,  and,  indeed,  the  chief  moot  point 
of  Spinoza  hermeneiitical  literature  has 
become:  What  is  the  nature  of  Spinoza's 
conception  of  God?  The  book  before  us 
deals  entirely  with  this  point. 

Professor  Powell  maintains  throughout 
a  well-considered  thesis  against  the  popular 
idea  that  Spinoza  is  essentially  a  religious 
philosopher.    For,  ailthough  Spinoza  attrib- 


♦E.  p.  Powell:    Spiimza  and  Religion.     Open  Court  Pub- 
•Ishlng  Co..  Chicago,  III, 


utes  to  his  idea  of  Deity  many  of  the 
customary  attributes  of  orthodox  theology, 
even  the  epithet  of  cogitans,  yet  three  con- 
siderations make  it  doubtful  that  he  was 
in  reality  anything  but  an  atheist,  using 
that  term  without  any  sense  of  opprobium* 
In  the  first  place,  it  can  easily  be  shown 
that  Spinoza  attached  to  the  terms  he  em- 
ployed interpretations  that  vary  materially 
from  the  usual  interpretations.  Moreover, 
it  may  be  questioned  how  far  Spinoza  waa 
influenced  in  his  choice  of  religious  phrase- 
ology by  his  desire  to  avoid  public  contro- 
versy and  accusation.  Finalily,  philosoph- 
ical students  have  long  been  divided  into 
two  camps  on  the  possibilityof  reconciling 
Spinoza's  general  system  of  thought  with 
the  contradictory  theistic  terms  employed 
at  intervals  throughout  his  works. 

In  his  introduction.  Professor  Powell 
sketches  briefly  but  forcefully  Spinoza's 
life;  he  shows  that  throughout  his  career  he 
was  imbued  with  the  desire  to  avoid  offend- 
ing popular  prejudices  on  religion  and 
regarded  the  essence  of  his  philosophy  as 
but  for  a  chosen  few.  "Cautious  I"  was 
the  motto  he  inscribed  on  his  seal-ring. 
After  this  consideration  of  Spinoza's  biog- 
raphy Professor  Powell  proceeds  with  a 
summary  of  the  mkny  diverse  opinions  that 
have  been  held  on  Spinoza's  religious  views, 
and  then  completes  his  introduction  with 
an  analysis  of  Spinoza's  doctrine  of  knowl- 
edge. Part  One  contains  a  technical  and 
detailed  investigation  into  Spinoza's  concep- 
tion of  God,  beginning  with  his  definition 
of  Substance  and  ending  with  his  ascribed 
content  of  the  Attribute  of  Thought.  In  the 
course  of  this  it  is  shown  that  Spinoza 
failed  to  attribute  to  Deity,  as  conceived 
by  him,  either  cognition  or  volition,  the 
word  "God"  signifying  with  him  nothing 
more  than  blind  causation.  Having  reached 
this  conclusion  as  to  Spinoza's  thought. 
Professor  Powell  compares  it  with  the  con- 
ception of  religion  as  involving  direct  per- 
sonal contact  with  higher  powers,  and  makes 
it  evident  that  Spinoza,  "so  far  from  being 
the  religious  philosopher  p«r  excellence 
.  .  .  represents  the  diametrically  oppo- 
site  spirit   and   world-view."     Finailly,   in 
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Part  Two,  Professor  Powell  considers  the 
particular  doctrines  and  expressions  em- 
ployed by  Spinoza  that  are  supposed  to  im- 
ply reli^ous  views  and  interests,  and  shows 
that  in  all  of  these,  such  as  tne  Amor  Dei 
Intellectualis,  immortality,  etc.,  a  compari- 
son of  the  doctrine  in  question  with  the 
body  of  Spinoza's  system  will  prove  that  all 
of  these  doctrines  by  no  means  partake  of 
their  usual  connotations,  but  are  either  part 
of  the  philosopher's  peculiar  nomenclature 
or  intended  to  prevent  the  popular  mind 
from  piercing  the  superficies  of  religious 
experience  that  Spinoza  uses  throughout 
his  literary  career.  Professor  Powell  quotes 
a  phrase  from  a  recently  discovered  letter, 
from  a  friend  of  Spinoza  to  the  latter :  "At 
the  end  of  your  letter,"  his  friend  writes  to 
this  supposed  religious  mystic,  "you  say 
that  to  commend  me  to  God  is  something 
you  cannot  do  without  la^ighing." 

Professor  Powell  has  written  this  treatise 
on  Spinoza  with  a.  remarkable  clarity  and 
directness  of  thought  not  often  found  in 
the  mazy  realm  of  metaphysics*  No^yhere 
is  there  any  prejudice  of  any  sort:  as  in 
the  case  of  Spinoza  himself,  Professor 
Powell's  sole  search  is  for  actuality.  He  is 
not  at  all  concerned  with  questions  as  to 
the  truth  or  falsity  of  Spinoza's  philosophy. 
He  does  not  attempt  to  decide  whether  his 
atheism  is  inferior  or  superior  to  religion. 
He  aims  only  to  shatter  the  belief  that 
Spinoza  is  religious  in  his  metaphysical 
system.  Consequently  his  endeavor  is  to 
present  truthfully  and  clearly  the  gist  of 
-what  Spinoza  really  meant;  he  leaves  to 
others  the  task  of  deciding  the  vaCue  of 
Spinoza's  thought  after  it  has  been  stripped 
of  the  ohaif  of  terminology  and  hedging. 
How  are  Spinoza's  views  related  to  reli- 
jfion?  is  the  problem  set,  and  to  the  best  of 
Professor  Powell's  ability,  solved  in  this 
book. 

One  further  word  of  warning  and  em- 
phasis is  perhaps  necessary.  It  must  be 
reTrembered  that  Professor  Powell's  sole 
object  is  to  discover  how  far  Spinoza's  phil- 
osophical system  is  consistent  with  the  con- 
ception oi  religion  as  direct  personal  con- 
tact with  higher  powers.    He  decides  that  it 


is  not  so  consistent,  and  there  his  inquiry 
ends.  It  does  not  concern  himi  that  in  his- 
own  every-day  psychoses  Spinoza  most  probr 
ably  did  exhibit  that  very  emotional  do^ 
pendence  on  a  higher  power  that  his  sys- 
tem neglected;  that,  for  example,  Spinoza- 
in  all  likelihood  substituted  in  daily  life  a* 
higher  Reason  for  the  God  that  heredity 
and  training  had  rendered  him  susceptible 
to.  "He  said,  There  is  on  God,'  and  then 
fell  down  and  worshipped  him,"  to  quote  ^ 
epigrammatic  rendering  of  this  aspect  of 
the  subject.  Keeping  this  view-point  of 
Professor  Powell's  in  mind,  the  reader  may 
better  appreciate  his  exposition  of  Spino- 
za's religious  philosophy. 


LITERARY  N0TE;S 


The  Jewish  Literary  Annual  for  1906,  a 
yearly  publication  issued  by  the  Union  of 
Jewish  Literary  Societies  (England)  pre- 
sents a  belated  but  nevertheless  welcome 
appearance.  This  year  the  Annual  devote^ 
much  space  to  the  religious  education  of 
the  Jewish  youth.  The  most  interesting^ 
articles  deal  with  the  years  output  of  Jew- 
ish literature  in  England,  France,  Germany 
and  Palestine. 


The  Berlin  Zionist  League  has  issued 
a  comprehensive  presentation  of  the  origin, 
aims  and  prospects  of  the  Zionist  movem<Bnt 
in  a  pamphlet,  entitled,  'TDie  Juedische 
Volksbewegung."  It  gives  a  survey  of  the 
economic  conditions  in  Palestine,  and  urges^ 
that  the  Jews  must  endeavor  to  obtain  a 
greater  economic  hold  over  the  country. 
Palestine  is  acclaimed  as  the  most  suitable 
centre  for  Jewish  colonization  purposes 
owing  to  its  proximity  to  Russia  and  to  its- 
historical  associations. 


Ost  wvd  West,  the  illustrated  monthly 
journal  of  modem  Judaism  has  become  the 
property  of  the  Deutsch  Konferenzgemein- 
schaft  of  the  Alliance  Israelite  Universelle. 
The  "services  of  the  old  editorial  staff  will 
be  retained. 
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HERR  NAHUM  SOKOLOFF,  Editor  of 
the  new  Hebrew  weekly,  "Ha-Olam." 


The  Actions  Committee  has  decided  to  is- 
sue, from  the  1st  of  January  1907,  a  Hebrew 
edition  {Ha'  Olam)  of  Die  Welt,  the  organ 
of  the  Zionist  movement  It  will  be  under 
the  editorial  control  of  Xahum  SokoloflF. 


The  Zionist  Council  of  Greater  New 
York  issued  a  very  creditable  first  number 
of  "The  New  York  Zionist  Annual"  at  the 
occasion  of  the  Maccabaean  Feast  held  re- 
cently under  its  auspices.  The  Annual 
contains  several  interesting  original 
articles  and  is  profusely  '  illustrated 
with  views  showing  the  work  of  the  Bezalel. 
The  Board  of  Editors  includes  Messrs. 
Jos.  I.  Davidman,  I.  Maltin,  B.  Cassel 
and  M.  Levine. 


The  B'nai  and  B'noth  Zion  Kadimah  of 
New  York  has  just  published  "Die  Jue- 
dische  Marseillaise"  the  poetry  of  which  is 
written  by  Ezekiel  Leavitt  and  the  music 
furnished  by  Platon  Brounoff  The  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  of  "Die  Juedwche  Mar- 
seillaise" will  be  devoted  to  the  benefit  of 
the  Bezalel. 


^  The  "Observer"  will  make  his 
First  Appearance  next  month.  You 
should  not  fail  to  read  •  this  New 
Department  of  The  Maccabaean. 
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EDITORIAL  PAGES 
HERMAN    B.    TANNER.  Managing  Editor 


January,  1907 


FROM  THE  FIELD  OF  BATTLE 

Br.  Lewin  has  spoken  to  American  Jew- 
ry; he  has  put  before  it  the  intolerable  sit- 
uation of  our  Russian  brethren;  he  has 
looked  over  the  field  that  is  strewn  with  the 
dead  and  the  wounded;  he  reports  that  the 
situation  is  very  gloomy  and — that  in  Zion- 
ism lies  the  only  hope  of  complete  recuper- 
ation. No  one  can  hurl  at  Dr.  Lewin  the 
accusation  that  he  is  unacquainted  with 
the  conditions  as  they  are ;  the  only  ground 
upon  which  a  difFerenoe  of  opinion  may 
arise  relates  to  the  interpretation  of  the 
facts  conceded  to  be  true.  To  be  sure  we 
do  not  intend  to  entertain  the  thought  that 
Dr.  Lewin's  visit  will  have  the  effect  of  re- 
moving all  doubts  as  to  the  advisability  of 
Zionism  from  the  minds  of  those  who  pre- 
▼iously  opposed  the  movement;  it  is  clear 
l)eyond  the  power  of  any  single  individual 
to  accomplish  so  arduous  a  task. 

Here  is  a  member  of  the  last  Russian 
Duma,  a  man  who  stood  up  valiantly  for 
Jewish  rights  in  that  body,  and  one  who  is 
most  intimately  connected  with  Russian 
•events,  a  clear  thinker  and  a  patriotic  Jew 
above  all,  who  comes  to  this  country  to  talk 
about  the  unfortunate  iwsition  of  the  Jews 
•of  Russia  and  finally  comes  to  what  we  be- 
lieve the  inevitable  solution — ^Zionism. 
Those  who  are  accustomed  to  accept  the 
opinions  of  the  people  who  enter  into  aca- 
demic discussions  anent  the  various  aspects 
of  Zionism  have  in  this  instance  an  oppor- 
tunity to  resort  to  first-hand  authority.  The 
opinion  of  a  man  of  such  eminence  and 
intellectual  ability  as  Dr.  Lewin  outweighs 
tenfold  the  foggy  and  beclouded  utterances 
that  emanate  from  the  misty  minds  of  pro- 
feesorial,  rabbinical,  or  jounialistic  shining 
lights.   It  is  tbe  i^lm  and  considerate  judg- 


ment of  men  who  know  the  situation 
through  actual,  personal  contact  with  it 
that  counts  and  is  worthy  of  notice.  If 
Dr.  Lewin's  mission  has  accomplished  any- 
thing it  ought  to  bring  home  to  American 
Jewry  the  fact  that  thousands,  nay  millions 
of  Russian  Jews  are  struggling  with  might 
and  main  to  throw  off  the  yoke  of  hideous 
oppresion,  to  regain  for  themselves  the 
right  to  live  in  their  own  quiet  and  peace- 
ful way.  To  occasion  this  desired  state  of 
affairs.  Dr.  Lewin  believes,  we  must  en- 
deavor to  realize  the  aims  of  Zionism,  to 
establish  a  permanent  haven  for  those  who 
are  tired  and  sick  of  life  as  it  is  lived  in 
Russia. 

A  more  fervid  and  inspired  advocate  of 
Zionism  we  have  scarcely  had  the  pleasure 
to  listen  to.  Dr.  Lewin  has  certainly  open- 
ed the  eyes  of  many  American  Jews  to  the 
true  state  of  affairs  and  has  surely  helped 
to  arouse  the  feelings  of  the  Zionists  to  a 
high  pitch  of  enthusiasm. 

THE  NEW  PHASE 

The  first  period  of  purely  active  propa- 
ganda land  agitation  is  over  and  we  are  now 
well  launched  upon  the  new  era  of  practi- 
cal Zionistic  activity.  The  recent  conces- 
sions granted  by  the  Sultan  in  the  matter 
of  immigration  into  Palestine  opens  up 
a  large  vista  of  progressive  work  in  Pales- 
tine. The  various  plans  which  the  Pales- 
tine Conunission  intends  to  bring  to  friu- 
tion  aim  at  such  an  industrial  and  eco- 
nomic development  of  Palestine  as  will  for- 
tify the  i)osition  of  Jewish  settlers  there 
and  make  it  impossible  in  any  considera- 
tion of  the  future  of  the  country  to  pay 
no  heed  to  the  Jewish  claim  to  just  treat- 
ment. 

The  present  direction  of  Zionist  activity 
towards  Palestine  has  another  signification. 
It  means  a  further  strengthening  of  the 
firm  bond  which  already  links  the  nation- 
alist Jew  to  Palestine.  The  "Bezalel"  has 
already  become  a  household  word  among 
Jews  everywhere;  in  the  short  period  of 
time  since  its  foundation  it  has  had' the 
wonderful  effect  of  arousing  an  intense^  in- 
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terest  in  its  aflPairs  and  its  prospects;  be- 
sides all  this  it  is  doing  work  that  is  re- 
garded with  general  favor  and  apprecia- 
tion. While  the  political  end  of  the  move- 
ment is  not  being  neglected,  the  real  work 
of  preparing  the  way  for  the  future  occupa- 
tion is  quietly  proceeding.  The  Zionists  of 
America  ought  to  put  their  shoulders  to, the 
wheel  and  help  the  Palestine  Commission 
to  fully  carry  out  its  plans. 

DAYS  OF  HEROISM 

The  Odessa  correspondent  of  the  Jewish 
Chronicle,  writing  from  that  city  on  Nov. 
80,  relates  the  following  incidents: 

**Yesterday  at  daybreak  three  young  Jews 
met  their  death  on  the  scaffold.    Beyle  She- 
reshevskaya,  seventeen,  Joseph  Brunstein, 
eighteen,  and  Moses  Metz,  eighteen  years 
of  age,  suffered  capital  punishment  for  hav- 
ing  taken  an  active  part  in  throwing  a 
bomb  about  a  year  ago,  a  crime  of  which 
they  were  foimd  guilty  by  a  court-martial, 
although  persons  who  knew  them  closely 
declare  solemnly  that  they  had   no  hand 
in  the  deed.    They  were  arrested  some  long 
time  after  the  bomb  had  been  thrown.    An 
occasional  domiciliary  visit  only  resulted 
in  the    acknowledgment    of  the    prisoners 
t^at  they  belonged  to  the  Socialist  PaAy 
and  were  members  of  the  Self-defence.  The 
police,  it  is  said,  having  in  vain  endeavored 
to  detect  the  actual  perpetrators   of  this 
crime,  covered  their  lack  of  success  by  im- 
puting the  crime  to  these  three  Jewish  vic- 
tims, who,  in  their  innocence,  obstinately 
refused  to  petition  Baron  Kaulbars  for  a 
commutation   of  their   punishment.     This 
heroism  shown  by  Jewish  lads  and  Jewish 
girls  does  not  stand  alone  in  the  social  and 
I>olitical  movement  of  Russia.    About  four 
months  ago  a  similar  case  took  place  here 
in  connection  with  a  Jewish  girl.    In  both 
cases  Baron  Kaulbars  would  willingly  have 
alleviated  the  lot  of  the  condemned  but  for 
the  stubbornness  with  which  they  averred 
that  they  preferred  death  to  life  in  the  Si- 
berian mines.*' 

The  intensity  with  which  men  of  ideals 
strive  to  give  reality  to  their  dreams  differs 


with  different  individuals.  There  are  some 
who  go  no  further  than  merely  express 
their  desire  to  see  the  ideals  of  others  rea- 
lized without  they  themselves  raising  a 
hair  to  assist  in  bringring  about  the  realiza- 
tion. There  are  others  who,  though  firecl 
with  the  IK) tent  spell  of  prophetic  vision 
have  not  the  courage  to,  or  are  prevented 
by  material  circumstances  from  sacrificing 
everything  to  their  beliefs.  But  in  every 
nation,  amidst  all  race?  of  men  there  is  al- 
ways found  a  small,  sometimes  a  very  small 
number  of  men  and  women  in  whom  the 
burning  flame  nurtured  on  the  hearth  of 
idealism  will  sometimes  flare  up  and  con- 
svmie  them  in  the  heat  of  their  self-sacri- 
fice. 

The  old  spirit  which  was  typified  by  the 
bending  of  the  knee  and  the  raising  of  im- 
ploring hands  to  heaven  is  passing  away. 
We  surely  do  not  glory  in  the  fact  that 
Jewish  young  men  and  women  are  sacrific- 
ing  their  lives  at  the  gallows;  they  are 
too  young  to  meet  death;  surrounded  ass 
they  are  by  the  darkness  of  the  land  they 
live  in  they  have  tasted  very  little  of  the- 
life  of  freedom  of  body  and  soul.  But  to 
the  Jewish  young  men  and  women  of  dis- 
tant lands  who  live  in  the  security  of  a  safe- 
and  peaceful  home,  let  these  events  bring  a 
message!  If  in  Russia  our  young  people 
are  sacrificing  their  very  lives  at  the  altar 
of  Jewish  national  selfhood  what  ought 
their  brethren  in  other  lands  not  do?  If 
the  latter  fail  to  respond  to  the  call  to  bat- 
tle with  which  these  modern  youthful  Mac- 
cabees in  Russia  have  defied  the  power  of 
the  gloomy  land  they  dwell  in  they  will  not" 
be  worthy  of  the  inheritance  they  claim  to 
be  duly  heir  to. 

OXFORD  AND  ZIONISM 

Oxford  and  Zionism — an  incongruous- 
combination  I  The  Jewish  students  of  staid 
old  Oxford,  headed  by  a  Rhodes  Scholar 
of  Canada,  have  formed  the  Oxford  Univer- 
sity Zionist  Association.  At  last  the  na- 
tional ideal  has  penetrated  the  walls  of  an- 
cient Oxford,  burird  in  the  traditions  of 
ages.     It   is  very    interesting,    indeed,   to 
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note  how  the  Jewish  students  are  respond- 
ing to  the  trumpet  call  of  Israel  ever  since 
they  heard  its  clear  blast  sounded  by  Theo- 
dor  Herzl.  First  the  Continental  students 
beard  the  summons,  then  the  American 
students  gave  heed  and  now  the 
Jewish  students  of  England  have  united 
nnder  the  white  and  the  blue  of  Zion.  To 
ns  this  is  a  splendid  spectacle,  a  glorious 
achievement   of   Zionism   and   of   Zionism 


alone.  It  bears  suflScient  and  convincing 
testimony  to  the  belief  that  the  Jewish  in- 
tellectual giants  of  the  future  mean  to  solve 
the  problems  of  their  own  nation  in  a  busi- 
ness-like, decent  and  effective  way.  We  need 
not  entertain  any  fears  as' to  the  future  of 
Judaism  or  the  Jews  if  we  have  this  ele- 
ment in  sympathy  with  our  aims  and  our 
ideals. 


From  the  Palestine  Commission 


Important  Notice  to  all  Zionist  Organizations 


The  Palestine  Commission  has  issued  the 
following  instructions  regarding  the  work 
to  be  done  by  Zionist  societies  in  behalf  of 
the  various  activities  in  Palestine  in  which 
the  Zionists  are  now  engaged: 

To  the  Federations  of  the  Zionist  Organ- 
ization. 

My  Dear  Fellow-Zionists :— The  Pales- 
tine Commission  takes  the  liberty  of  urging 
upon  the  officers  of  the  several  Federations 
the  advisability  of  arranging  in  every  lo- 
cality one  or  more  Palestine  evenings  for 
the  purpose  of  collecting  the  voluntary 
Palestine  contribution  (twenty-five  cents 
per  capita)  as  soon  as  possible. 

At  these  Palestine  evenings  essays  or  ad- 
dresses should  be  presented  on  the  follow- 
ing, and  similar  subjects:  The  adaptibility 
of  Palestine  for  Colonization;  The  Jewish 
Colonies;  The  Present  Activities  of  the 
Palestine  Commission;  The  Institutions  in 
Which  the  Zionists  Are  Interested,  e.  g.,  the 
Anglo-Palestine  Co.,  the  Bezalel,  the  Olive- 
Tree  Fund,  the  Herzl  Forest,  tho  Pflanz- 
nngsverein  Palaestina,  the  Palestine  Indup- 
trial  Syndicate  ,etc.* 

The  Palestine  Commission  believes  that 
at  3uch  meetings  the  Palestine  tax  may  be 
easily  and  readily  collected. 

In  view  of  the  several  important  under- 


takings involving  considerable  expendi- 
tures, which  are  now  before  the  Palestine- 
Commission,  it  is  highly  desirable  that  the* 
collection  of  the  Palestine  tax  be  corn- 
completed  by  February,  1907. 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 
O.  Warburg, 
Kommission    zur    Erforschung    Palaes- 
tinas. 


*As  sources  of  information  for  these  ad- 
dresses we  may  mention : 

1.  "Palaestina"  (German)  magazine, 
for  1902-3. 

2.  "Altneu'land"  (German")  magazine- 
for  1904-5-6. 

3.  The  addresses  cf  Col.  Claude  K- 
Conder  on  Colonizing  Palestine,  etc. 

4.  The  pamphlet  of  W.  Bambus  entitled 
^*Die  Juedischen  Kolonien  in  Palaestina." 

5.  The  forthcoming  address  of  Profes- 
sor Warburg:  "Die  Zukunft  Palaestinas 
und  die  Juedischen  Aufgaben  Daselbst," 
published  by  the  Juedischer  Kolonizations- 
verein,  Vienna. 

(For  an  earlier  presentation  of  this  iden- 
tical suggestion,  together  with  some  prac- 
tical hints,  see  The  Maccabaean,  Vol.  IX, 
No.  2,  (Aug.,  1906),  pages  99  (bottom)  and 
100.) 
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Zionism  Abroad 


ilarr  WolffMhn  in  South  Africa 


HERR  DAVID  WOLFFSOHN. 

Herr  David  Wolffsohn,  accompanied  by 
Mrs.  WolfFsohn,  received  a  lively  and  en- 
thusiastic welcome  at  the  hands  of  the 
South  African  Zionists,  when  he  recently 
paid  a  visit  to  Port  Elizabeth  and  Cape 
Town  while  on  his  w«y  to  Palestine.  On 
Friday,  Nov.  23,  the  Zionists  of  Port  Eliza- 
beth turned  out  in  force  to  greet  their  dis- 
tinguished guest,  and  welcome  him  to  their 
town. 

The  Mayor,  Mr.  A.  Fettes,  as  representa- 
tive of  the  people  of  Port  Elizabeth,  Mr. 
James  Searle,  M.L.A.,  and  others,  also  wel- 
comed Herr  Wolffsohn,  and  after  the  pres- 
entation of  addresses  from  the  Zionists  of 
Port  Elizabeth,  Uiteshage,  etc.,  a  bouquet 
was  handed  to  Mrs.  Wolffsohn. 

Mr.  Lieberman,  Mayor  of  Cape  Town, 
"who  is  an  ardent  Zionist,  presided  over  the 
meeting  held  in  Herr  Wolffsohn's  honor  at 
t^pe  Town.  Mr.  Advocate  Alexander,  in 
Ibehalf  of  the  South  African  Zionist  Socie- 
ties presented  Herr  Wolffsohn  with  an 
illiiminated  address. 


A  mass-meeting,  convened  by  the  Zion- 


ists of  Paris  in  celebration  of  Shekel  Day, 
was  attended  by  about  500  persons.  Dr. 
A.  Marmorek,  President  of  the  French 
Zionist  Federation,  opened  the  meeting 
with  an  eloquent  address.  He  advanced 
as  a  sign  of  the  vitality  of  the  movement 
the  fact  that  it  merely  required  a  decision, 
of  the  Cologne  Conference  for  1,800  societ- 
ies to  celebrate  Shekel  Day  on  the  same 
evening  in  all  parts  of  the  world.  He  assert- 
ed that  Zionism  had  no  occasion  to  be  jealous 
of  its  yoimg  children  to  which  the  regen- 
eration of  Jewry  it  had  brought  about  had 
given  birth;  for  Zionism  was  like  the  tree 
that  gave  birth  to  branches  that  could  not 
outgrow  the  parent  stem.  Like  Ezra  and 
Nehemiah,  the  Zionists  were  marching 
straight  to  their  goal.  Dr.  NordaU,  who 
followed,  asserted  that  the  Jews  had  not 
done  their  duty  toward  Zionism,  and  had 
not  taken  the  necessary  steps  for  the  real- 
ization of  the  progrramme  of  the  movement. 
By  what  right,  therefore,  did  the  opponents 
of  Zionism  bid  the  movement  save  Israel 
from  all  its  misfortunes?  As  a  matter  of 
fact,  Zionism  was  not  a  philanthropic 
movement;  it  could  not  be  diverted  from 
its  supreme  goal  for  the  sake  of  temjwr- 
ary  petty  palliatives.  Its  goal  could  hardly 
be  realized,  the  danger  of  the  diaspora 
could  never  be  allayed,  unless  the  resources 
of  the  organization  were  increased  and 
the  Jews  made  enormous  sacrifices.  In  this 
connection.  Dr.  Nordau  made  two  state- 
ments, which  are  likely  to  be  of  general 
interest.  He  said  that  the  svmis  received 
by  the  Colonial  Trust  were  sufficiently 
large  to  involve  an  enormous  responsibility 
and  careful  vigilance  on  the  part  of  its 
managers.  As  to  the  National  Fund,  the 
million  and  a  half  francs  at  its  disposal 
was  hardly  sufficient  to  enable  it  to  be  util* 
ized  at  once. 
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The  Executive  Committee 


A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  Federation  of  American  Zionists 
^ras  held  on  Monday  evening,  Dec.  10th, 
1906,  at  the  home  of  the  Secretary,  403  W. 
115  St.,  New  York  City. 

Present  were,  Mr.  E.  W.  Lewin-Epstein, 
Vice-President,  in  the  Chair,  Messrs.  Abel, 
Fromenson,  Lipsky,  Livingston,  Lieberman, 
Xubarsky,  Prensky,  Eosovsky,  Dr.  Fried- 
lander,  Dr.  Radin  and  the  Secretary. 

Excuses  for  non-attendance  were  re- 
ceived from  the  President,  from  Mr.  S. 
Goldman,  Mr.  H.  Jackson,  Dr.  Max  Schloes- 
singer,  and  Dr.  B.  L.  Singer. 

The  Secretary  reported  the  resignation 
of  Mr.  Finberg,  from  Philadelphia,  as 
Chairman  of  the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust  and 
as  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  he  is  unable  to  give 
any  attention  to  his  duties. 

It  was  moved  and  carried  to  accept  the 
resignation  of  Mr.  Finberg,  with  regret. 

Motion,  that  Mr.  N.  Prensky.  of  Brook- 
lyn, be  elected  as  Chairmian  of  the  Jewish 
Colonial  Trust  Committee  In  the  stead  of 
Mr.  Finberg,  was  carried. 

Motion,  that  Mr.  Eli  as  Margolis  be 
elected  as  member  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee to  fill  the  vacancy  thus  caused,  was 
carried. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  an  order  had 
been  placed  with  the  Actions  Comite  for 
five  thousand  Yiddish  and  five  thousand 
English  copies  of  a  pamphlet  entitled 
^*Zelm  Jahre  Zionismus." 

Shekel  Cominittee 

The  report  of  the  Palestine  Committee 
showed  that  the  Committee  had  not  met 
during  the  month  of  November.  The  lit- 
erature of  the  Conunittee  on  Bezabel,  Olive 
Trees,  Pflanzungsverein  Palcuestina,  etc. 
in  English  and  in  Yiddish,  is  now  ready, 
and  will  shortly  be  sent  out.  It  has  not 
been  sent  out  up  to  the  present  time,  in 
order  not  to  interfere  with  the  Shekel  Col- 
lection during  Chanwkab  Week. 


Suggestions  have  been  received  from 
Prof.  Warburg,  Chairman  of  the  Palestine 
Commission  concerning  the  Palestine 
work;  which  suggestions  will  be  discussed 
at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Palestine  Com- 
mittee, and  which  will  be  submitted  for 
discussion  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Committee. 

The  first  report  of  the  Bureau  of  Inform- 
ation in  Palestine,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Levontin,  Eisenberg,  Diesenhoff  and  Wil- 
bouschewich,  has  been  received.  This  Bur- 
eau will  report  to  the  Palestine  ConMnittee 
regularly  once  a  month. 

It  was  moved  and  carried  that  the  sug- 
gestion of  the  Palestine  Committee  that 
the  fifteenth  day  of  Shvat,  be  observed  as 
a  Jewish  Arbor  Dey,  be  approved;  and  that 
the  Executive  Committee,  through  the  Pal- 
estine Committee,  take  steps  for  the  mak- 
ing of  proper  propaganda  in  the  matter. 

The  entire  Yiddish  leaflet  of  the  Pales- 
tine Committee  was  reprinted  during  the 
month  of  November  in  three  of  the  New 
York  Yiddish  papers:  the  Jewish  Daily 
News,  the  Jewish  Morning  Journal  and  Die 
Warheit. 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  Palestine  Committee  for  No- 
vember : 

Pflanzungsverein    P^alaestina $  6.67 

OHve   Tree   Fund 46.00 

Bezelal 12^.23 

Total $178.90 


Palestine  Committee 

The  report  of  the  Shekel  Committee 
showed  that  an  appeal  to  the  public  had 
been  issued  in  English  and  in  Yiddish. 
These  appeals  were  printed  in  quantities 
of  5,000  each  for  distribution  to  the  so- 
cieties in  smaller  towns.  The  Zionist 
Councils  and  the  larger  societies  were  re- 
quested to  reprint  the  appeals  at  their  own 
expense  for  their  respective  cities.    As  far 
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as  known  to  the  Committee,  additional  ap« 
peals  were  reprinted  by  the  Zionist  Coun- 
of  Greater  New  York,  South  Eastern  Coun- 
cil of  Zionists,  St.  Louis  societies,  Pitts- 
burg Council,  and  Bronx  Zionist  Society. 
All  of  these  organizations,  except  the  New 
York  Council,  have  availed  themselves  of 
the  electrotype  provided  oy  the  Shekel 
Committee,  thereby  saving  considerable 
expense.  The  Committee  also  issued  a  sec- 
ond circular  to  the  societies,  urging  them  Ur 
send  out  as  many  canvassing  committees 
as  possible. 

Jewish  Colonial  Trust 

The  report  of  Mr.  N.  Prensky  on  behalf 
of  the  Committee  for  the  Estal^lishment  of 
a  Branch  of  the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust  in 
New  York,  showed  very  satisfactory  results. 
It  is  exx)ected  that  the  amount  required  by 
the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust  of  London  for 
the  establishment  of  a  branch  in  this  city 
will  soon  be  raised.  A  vote  of  thanks  was 
extended  to  Mr.  Prensky  for  the  work  al- 
ready done. 

Publicatioii  Committee 

The  Yiddish  section  of  the  Publication 
Committee,    through    Mr.   Abel,    reported 


that  the  first  number  of  the  Pinkos  has  now- 
appeared.  The  Conunittee  expects  to  have- 
the  second  number  out  within  a  month ;  and 
it  hopes,  upon  a  satisfactory  response  from 
the  societies,  to  issue  the  Pinkos  regularly^ 
every  month. 

The  English  section  of  the  Publication 
Committee  reported,  through  Mr.  Lipsky^ 
that  it  had  distributed  copies  of  "Our  Pro- 
gram," by  Ussischkin,  and  "Zionism,"  by 
Nordam  to  all  of  the  members  of  the  Amer- 
ican Jewish  Committee. 

The  weekly  bulletin  appearing  in  the 
English- Jewish  press  has  been  continued;, 
it  does  not  api^r  so  regularly  in  the  Yid- 
dish press. 

The  Committee  has  on  hand  a  catalog  oi 
Zionist  books  and  pamphlets  which  will  be- 
printed,  and  distributed  by  the  Federationi 
office  to  the  societies  in  the  letters  sent  out. 
by  the  office. 

It  was  decided  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee to  refer  the  Zionist  Guide,  "A  R 
C  of  Zionism"  which  has  been  prepared 
by  the  Ppblication  Committee,  to  the  Pub- 
lication Committee  in  co-operation  witb 
the  President  and  Secretary. 


NOW  OPEN  FOR  BUSINESSl 

The  Large  BanKing  House  of 

JOSEPH  S.  MARCUS 

IN  HIS  OWN  BUILDING  AT 

Delancey  Cor.  Orchard  Streets,  New  York 

Mr.  Marcus  himself  is  in  personal  supervision  of  the  various  departments  of  the  Bank 
and  has  provided  all  the  necessary  means  for  giving  prompt  and  courteous  treatment: 

to  all. 

4}i  PER  CENT.  INTEREST  PER  YEAR  IS  PAID  ON  ALL  DEPOSITS 

The  Money  Order  and  Draft  Departments  compare  favorably  with  the  best  in  the 
country  and  have  connection  with  the  largest  financial  institutions,  both  domestic  and 
foreign. 

Deposits  are  Received  and  Drawn  Daily  between  the  hours  of  8  a.m.  to  10  p.m. 

Deposits  made  up  to  10  p.m.   Saturday  Jan.  I9th  will  draw  interest  from  Jan.  1st* 

JOSEPH  S.  MARCUS,  BanKer 

Delnncey  Comer  Orchard  Streets,  New  TorK 
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Intending  purchasers  of  a 


strictly  first-class  Piano 
should  not  fail  to 
examine  the  merits  of 


THE    VrORI^D    RENOVTNED 

SOBMES 

It  is  the  special  favorite  of  the  refined  and  cultured  musical  public  on  account  of  its  unsurpassed 
Ume-quality,  unequalled  durability,  elegance  of  design  and  finish.   Catalogue  mailed  on  application. 
Special  Designs  made  to  order  to  conform  with  any  period. 

Tl^«  SoKmer-Cecilian  Inside  Plaster  Starpasses  A.11  OtKers 
Favorable  Terms  to  Responsible  Parties 


SOHMER    &    COMPANY 

Warerooms  Cor.  5th  Avenue,  22d  Street, 


NEW  YORK 


NOW  READY 

nnsker's    Aato-Emancliiatton 

Translated  for  The  Maccabaean 
By  D.  S.  Blomdhbim 

Orders  are  www  being  received 

Paper  Covers  -         -         -  15  cents 

In  quantities  of  100  or  more  -         -       f  10.00 


IHE  MACCABAEAN  PUB«  CO. 
547  Braadivay»  New  York 


Lltltograffhiag  and  Catfravln^    Fac*slmile  Type* 
written  Letters,    Blanll  Books  and 
Manifold  SffedalUes 


Telephone  3467  Spring 


Established  1887 


A.  Ginsberg  &  Bro. 

PRINTERS 

424   Broome   Street 

One  Block  East  of  Broadway  NoW  YofK 


Pt^^hhZf,  Caco(x 


The  only  Cocoa 

with  a  Rich 
Chocolate  Flavor 


THIS     IS     COCOA 


When  Answering:  Advertisements  Please  Mention    the  maccabaean. 
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Telephone,   1496  Orchard. 


EttaUtthed  1S73 


S.  Jarmtilowsky, 

BANKER 

M  CANAL  STREET.  NEW  YOBK. 


JfUauagf  ZiAtbt  to  onli  from  tf  nrope 

DRAFTS 
Ob  all  Oic  Principal  atl<s  ci  Einyc 

Railroad   and 

Steamship  Tickets 
ON   ALL    LINES 

SOLD  AT  THE  OFFICE  OF 

M.    ROSENBAUM 

609  S.  3f  d  STREET 

PHlLADEIfHlA,  PA« 

Just   Received. 

AN    ESSAY 
ON  ZIONISM 

By  Dr.   MAX   NORDAU 

A  first-class  propaganda  pamphlet 

which  all  Zionist  Societies 

ought    to    procure    at 

10    cents  per  copy 

FROM 

6>^a    MACCABJCAN   PUB.    CO. 

547    Broad^vay 

New  YorR 

This    pamphlet    will    be    sold   in  quantities  to 
Zionist  Societies  at  reduced  rates. 


TRADE  MARK 


Will 

Positively 

Tighten 

Loose  Teeth. 


Dr.  Bell's 

SCIENTIFIC 

Mouth 
Elixir 
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The  Message  of  Moses 

By  Max  L.  Margolii 


[The  writer  of  the  following  article  was 
formerly  associate  professor  of  Semitic  lan- 
guages at  the  University  of  California,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  the  Hebrew 
Union  College,  of  Cincinnati.  He  is  the  son 
of  Rabbi  Isaac  Margolis,  and  was  born  in 
Wilna  in  1886.  He  was  educated  privately 
and  in  the  schools  of  his  native  town,  at  the 
Leibnitz  gymnasium  of  Berlin,  and  received 
his  degree  o^  doctor  of  philosophy  from  Col- 
umbia University  in  1891.  He  is  the  airthor 
of  an  elementary  text  book  of  Hebrew  Acci- 
dence and  "The  Theological  Aspect  of  Re- 
formed Judaism,"  in  the  Jewish  Quarterly  Re- 
view. He  has  hitherto  been  merely  a  sympa- 
thizer with  the  nationalist  movement.  'The 
Message  of  Moses"  gives  a  hint  of  a  firmer 
behef  in  the  principles  of  nationalism  in  Jew- 
ish life.] 


TuosE  of  US  who  have  familiarized  our- 
selves with  the  newer  Biblical  crit- 
icism of  the  last  five  years  have  learn- 
ed tbaA  the  sacred  writers,  though  they  are 
acquainted  with  the  ancient  myths  and  fre- 
quently borrow  from  them  poetic  images, 
characteristically  divest  the  received  fig- 
ures and  ideas  of  their  mythological  color- 
ing; on  the  one  hand  by  ethicizing  them  and 
on  the  other  by  ethnicizing  them ;  that  is, 
on  the  one  hand  by  translating  them  into 
the  lang^uage  of  moral  ideals,  and  on  the 
other  by  combining  them  with  historical 
persons  in  Israel  or  with  the  nation  it- 
self. It  may  be  said  that  the  difference 
between  the  Christian  attitude  towards 
mythology  and  the  Jewish  consists  in 
this,  that  Christianity  transformed  it  into 
metai^iysics,  while  in  Judaism  it  became 
history. 


Thus,  to  mention  but  one  example,  the 
pre-existent  celestial  Man  of  Oriental  my- 
thology became  in  Christianity  the  pre- 
existent  and  eternal  Word  incarnate  in 
Jesus  Christ,  while  in  Judaism  he  develop- 
ed into  the  Messiah,  a  national  hero  and  a 
m'oral  regenerator  of  his  race,  a  most  con- 
crete personality  who  is  to  appear  at  a  defi- 
nite i)oint  in  history.  And  so  it  fared  with 
the  mythological  conception  of  the  world- 
year  and  of  the  world-periods,  each  with  its 
own  new-born  God  as  its  ruler.  The  idea 
of  the  everlasting  struggle  between  chaos 
and  cosmos,  the  titanic  dragon  and  the  con- 
quering god,  destruction  and  creation,  the 
evil  and  the  good,  which  underlies  the  con- 
ception of  the  world-epochs,  was  utilized 
by  the  sacred  writers  to  portray  the  strug- 
gle between  Israel  and  the  world;  the 
world-epochs  became  periods  in  the  for- 
mation and  in  the  career  of  the  nation; 
and  the  new-born  god  of  heathenism  the 
One  God  revealing  Himself  in  a  progres- 
sive line,  or,  in  the  language  of  our  own 
day,  "proceeding  from  an  indefinite,  in- 
coherent homegeneity  to  a  definite,  cohe- 
rent heterogeneity." 

The  God  who,  according  to  the  Book  of 
Genesis,  made  the  covenant  with  Adam  and 
Noah,  was  Elohim, — E^c'him,  an  abstract 
collective,  as  every  begiinier  in  Semitic 
grammnr  knows.  To  the  concepts  "world/^ 
"n  an,"  each  still  an  indefinite,  incoherent 
homogeneity,  corresponds  the  equally  indefi- 
nite concept  Elohim.  repre.<*eutinu:  the 
sum  total  of  divine  energy,  undiffe- 
rentiated, unlimited  in  potencies  and 
therefore  limited  in  effective  power.  A 
humanity  roaming  over  the  earth  in  horde^a,. 
worships   Elohim,     that      ubiquitous      and 
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ghostlike  being-  which,  having  no  indivi- 
duality and  no  personality,  may  be  found 
in  every  stock  and  stone,  everything  in 
genera.1  and  nothing  in  particular,  an  ob- 
ject of  fear  but  not  of  trust.  As  the  in- 
dividualization of  human  groups  proceeds, 
the  collective  Elohim  becoires  a  plural, 
that  is,  a  numlx^r  of  Bene  Elohim,  of  div- 
ine personages,  members  of  the  divine 
build  or  fraternity.  Each  god  similarly  goes 
by  the  name  Elohim,  a  "deity."  Deitiess, 
distinct,  definite,  divine  personalities  with 
specific  characters,  correspond  t.)  nations, 
that  is,  individual  groups  of  human- 
ity conscious  of  their  indivuality,  con- 
sisting in  community  of  stock  and  in  com- 
munity of  traditions  and  aspirations.  To 
be,a  nation  and  to  have  a  national  g(xl  are 
,45imply  expressions  of  the  same  national 
consciousness.  "For  all  the  nations  walk 
each  in  the  name  of  its  god."  For  the 
nation  and  its  sar,  or  genius,  are  reallv  one; 
the  nation  is  the  genius  incarnate. 

Naturally,  the  process  of  national  evolu- 
tion is  a  slow  one.  In  the  history  of  our 
own  nation  we  see  the  slow  growth  of  the 
nation  going  hand  in  hand  with  the  slow 
imfoldment  of  the  national  genius.  In  the 
Book  of  Genesis,  from  the  twelfth  chapter 
on,  Israel  is  forming.  At  first  we  have 
barely  a  family.  But  there  already  we 
meet  with  types  of  Jewish  men  and  women. 
The  virtues  and  failings  of  Adam  and 
Noali  are  human,  those  of  Abraham,  Isaac 
and  Jacob,  Jewish.  These  forefathers  of 
ours  are  thrifty  and  somewhat  shrewd, 
quick  to  perceive  an  advantage  or  to  drive 
a  bargain,  kind  to  the  stranger  and  devot- 
ed to  their  own  kin.  There  are  nascent 
Jewish  traits  in  the  mode  of  patriarchal 
life.  Abraham  is  a  stranger  and  sojourner 
amongst  the  children  of  Ileth.  He  has 
business  relations  with  them,  but  he  knows 
himself  as  distinct  from  them  and  lives 
apart  from  them,  lie  and  his  children  are 
marked  in  their  body,  and  only  to  those  who 
are  equally  initiated  do  they  give  their 
daughters  in  marriage.  In  normal  condi- 
tions, the  Isaacs  marry  the  Rebekahs  and 
the  Jacobs  the  Rachels.  Joseph,  it  is  true, 
marries  an  Egyptian  woman.    But  he  is  the 


type  of  the  diaspora  Jew  who,  through  rigid 
discipline  and  self-control,  rises  to  the  posi- 
tion of  a  court-favorite,  who  finances  the 
Egyptian  revenues  and  at  the  same  time 
takes  care  of  his  own,  an  Egyptian  of  He- 
brew extraction,  who  dies  in  Egypt  but  is 
buried  in  Pal(»stinc.  Over  against  this 
Egyptian  Jew  with  his  dual  allegiance  we 
have  the  normal  Palestinian  Jews,  the 
yehud'im  peahufim,  whose  devotion  to  the 
Jewish  cause  is  single-hearted.  As  El 
Shnddai,  God  n»akes  Himself  known  to 
them.  With  the  name  goes  the  connotation 
of  a  perfect  walk  with  God.  They  know 
themselves  as  thc^  bearers  of  promises  for 
the  nation  which  is  to  spring  out  of  their 
loins,  and  which  is  to  Ix'conie  the  exemplar 
of  all  others.  Their  God  is  the  God  of  pro- 
mises, not  yet  the  God  of  fulfilment;  the 
God  of  a  nation  in  the  making,  not  yet  the 
God    of  the   nation   consummated. 

As  Yahweh,  the  God  of  fulfilment,  the 
God  of  our  fathers  reveals  Himself  to  Mos- 
es. The  lord  of  prophets,  like  his  follow- 
ers, is  the  messenger  of  the  impending  cri- 
sis. For  the  siun  and  substance  of  propheoy 
is  the  message.  The  end  is  come,  the  day  of 
the  Ix)rd  is  near !  The  end  is  the  end  of  the 
world,  of  the  present  order  of  things;  the 
day  of  the  Lord  is  the  day  of  his  manifes- 
tation, the  critical  moment  which  ushers 
in  the  new  epoch,  the  new  order  of  thingfs. 
Already  in  heathen  mythology  world-des- 
truction implies  world-regeneration.  The 
dragon  may  coil  itself  about  the  sun  and 
the  light  of  the  stars  may  be  extinguished; 
th^  good  gods  of  light  may  die  with  the  end 
of  the  world-year  and  the  evil  powers  of 
the  infernal  regions  may  hold  sway;  but 
soon  a  new  dawn  rises,  and  the"  morning 
stars  shout  for  joy  heralding  the  risen  god 
and  the  new  creation.  On  Jewish  ground, 
the  end  means  national  death  but  also  na- 
tional resurrection;  the  powers  of  the  ne- 
ther world  are  represented  by  the  heathen 
world-power,  the  enemy  of  God  and  of  His 
Anointed ;  the  ^i^w  order  of  things  is  Zion 
restored.  Paradise  Regained;  and  the  day 
of  the  Lord's  manifestation  is  the  day  upon 
which  the  wicked  nations  in  their  last  as- 
sault upon  the  holy  ix^ople  are  vanquished 
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and  the  everlasting  Kingdom  of  the  Saints 
is  established.  When  the  evil  is  greatest, 
^Ivation  is  nearest ;  in  pain  and  travail  the 
Messiah  is  bom.  The  day  of  the  Lord  may 
be  likened  to  a  coin ;  it  has  its  obverse  and 
reverse.  It  is  the  day  of  darkness,  but  also 
the  day  of  light;  the  day  of  judgment,  but 
also  the  day  of  salvation.  To  a  generation 
steeped  in  corruption  and  evil-doing  the 
prophets  present  the  gloomy  side;  to  an- 
other pining  away  in  servitude  and  despair 
they  hold  up  to  view  the  bright  side.  Their 
mission  is  to  humble  the  proud  that  in  con- 
trition they  may  seek  the  Lord,  but  also  to 
raise  the  lowly  from  their  low  estate  and  to 
strengthen  tottering  knees.  They  chide  and 
love  their  people  in  turn;  they  make  sore, 
but  also  bind  up  the  bleeding  wound.  Yes, 
the  heathen  world-power  is  the  rod  of 
anger  appointed  by  God;  Israel,  scourged 
even  unto  death,  must  go  through  a  sev- 
ere sifting  ordeal;  the  decayed  limbs  of 
the  national  tree  must  be  cut  off  in  order 
that  the  stock  may  be  saved;  a  righteous 
Temnant  is  destined  for  a  new  and  vigor- 
ous life,  the  branch  of  God's  planting, 
His  glorious  handiwork. 

Moses  is  more  than  a  mere  mesenger  of 
the  new  era,  the  mehasser  yeshuah;  he  is 
liimself  the  savior  who  ushers  in  the  new 
^poch,  the  goel  rishon,  and  as  much  the 
creator  of  the  nation.  Pharaoh  is  invested 
by  him  with  all  the  characteristics  of  the 
anti-Christ.  Pharaoh  is  the  dragon  through 
the  conquest  of  which  the  new  world  is  to 
he  created.  But  Pharaoh  is  also  the  scourge 
through  which  in  Israel  itself  the  healtny 
and  vigorous  elements  are  to  be  separated 
from  the  weak  and  faint-hearted.  Israel  is 
enslaved  by  Pharaoh,  enslaved  in  body  and 
mind.  The  Egyptian  Jew,  a  helot  restrict- 
ed in  domicile  and  oppressed  by  hard  labor, 
with  all  the  duties  and  none  of  the  rights 
of  a  subject,  groans  under  his  burdens,  but 
is  devoid  of  courage  and  is  powerless  to 
throw  them  off.  He  lacks  faith,  faith  in 
himself,  faith  in  his  destiny.  He  has 
scarcely  an  ear  for  the  message  of  redemp- 
tion brought  by  a  Moses.  He  is,  after  all, 
comfortable  in  his  slavery  and  consoles 
himself  with  the  memory  of  the  past  achieve- 
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ments  of  a  Joseph;  perhaps  the  times 
will  change;  perhaps  Pharaoh's  heart  will 
be  moved  to  pity;  perhaps  they  will  be 
freed  from  oppression  in  their  adopted 
land;  perhaps  they  will  come  to  honors 
again  and  a  new  Joseph  will  arise.  Men 
like  Moses  and  Aaron,  with  their  bold  de- 
mands at  the  Pharaonic  court  and  in  the 
Pharaonic  chancellory,  will  only  make  the 
evil  worse,  convince  the  Pharaoh  of  the 
danger  of  tolerating  a  nation  within  the 
nation  and  provoke  still  harsher  measures 
on  the  part  of  Pharaoh's  taskmasters,  thus 
putting  a  sword  in  their  hand  to  slay  the 
Jewry  in  Egypt. 

It  is  in  a  hour  of  utter  despair  that  the 
momentous  revelation  Comes  to  Moses.  "I 
am  Yahweh"  Israel  must  not  be  Egyptian- 
ized,  swallowed  up  by  Egypt.  It  must  go 
from  Egypt,  and  bfi  a  nfltion^tseffT  On  its 
own  soil,  in  the  land  of  the  fatliers,  it  shglj^l 
-live  its  own  life,  iiT  conformity  with  its 
own  genius,  in  obedience  to  Yahweh,  its 
God.  *If  all  the  nations  walk  each  in  the 
name  of  its  god,  surely  we  must  walk  in  the 
name  of  Yahweh,  our  God."  "Yahweh,  the 
God  of  Israel"  and  "Israel,  the  people  of 
Ydhweh"  are  correlative  terms.  j"ugt_  aa  a 
YnJt^mp^  \^  fhyiA^  yniqiift,  Israel  jpi  (joy  e^^  ^ 
a  unique  nation.  Ethical  monotheism  alone 
does  not  exhaust  the  content  of  Judaism;  it 
must  be  supplemented  by  monotheism,  the 
concept  of  the  uniqueness  of  Israel.  And 
for  Isreal  to  n^f^V^^^  ^tself  *^  t.V  fy^jjof  jj^ 
capacity,  it  must  have  a  soil  under  its  feet, 
a  home  wherein  it  may  dwell  securely,  free 
to  develop  its  powers,  free  to  bring  out  all 
its  native  talents,  free  to  become  the  model 
nation  in  the  world.  Canaan  is  able  to  be 
the  exx)eriment  station  in  the  divine  econ- 
omy of  the  world,  and  Israel's  destiny  the 
goal  of  a  cosmic  evolution.  For  Yahweh's 
is  the  entire  earth,  he  is  the  God  of  the 
world.  But  in  order  to  carry  out  His  world 
plan,  He  must  dwell  in  Israel.  In  Israel 
God  may  be  found,  through  Israel  must  He 
be  sought,  into  Israel  man  must  be  inte- 
grated that  all  the  children  of  man  may  be- 
come children  of  Abraham,  members  of  the 
holy  nation. 

The  sinners  in  Israel,  the  apostates  who 
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sold  their  birthright  for  the  fleshpots  of  /tifith."  The  outsider  will  not  fail  to  tell 
Egypt,  the  Midrash  tells  us,  perished  in  the  /Mp^i^  ^^at  they  are  a  race  with  "race  tradil 
Egyptian  darkness.  With  the  bulk  of  the  ijpons,"  a  people  "distinct,  individual,  un4 
people  Moses  prevailed.  He  won  them  for  Jlnistakable,"  a  "cohesive  nationality,  whicH 
^  the  idea  of  Jewish  liberty,  not  for  liberty  in  .  W^o  disaster  has  destroyed,  no  misfortuni- 
^^^the  abstract.      He  taught  them  the  lesson  ^  weakened,  no  lapse  of  time  impaired." 

that  if  they  were  to  become  free  they  must         A  Moses  understood  the  anomalous  char- 
negotiate  with   Pharaoh,   but   leave  Egypt      acter  of  Israel  in  Egypt.     By  the  side  of 


with  a  high  hand.  They  must  emancipate 
themselves  and  thus  become  a  nation. 
Pharaoh  could,  after  all,  grant  equal  rights 
to  individuals,  but  not  to  the  nation  within 
the  nation.  As  individuals  they  might  pros- 
per to  a  certain  extent;  with  freedom  of 
movement  and  with  the  removal  of  all  legis- 
lative restrictions,  they  might  enrich  them- 
selves even  as  they  would  contribute  to  the 
prosperity  of  Egypt;  they  might  even  have 
another  Jew  as  a  member  of  the  Pharaonic 
cabinet;  they  would  share  in  the  wisdom 
of  Egypt  and  successfully  compete  with  the 
magicians — ^but  the  Jewish  question  in 
Egypt  would  not  be  solved. 

There  might  go  out  the  watchword,  Dis- 
perse the  Jews,  remove  them  from  the  con- 
gested districts — but  the  instinct  of  the 
Jew,  which  a  Moses  understood,  was  for 
concentration.  If  concentrate  they  must, 
let  them  concentrate  on  their  own  soil. 
In  Egypt,  at  the  very  best,  they  can  only  be 
Egyptians  of  a  second  order.  With  char- 
acteristic nervousness  they  will  proclaim 
their  Egyptianism  from  the  house-tops,  dis- 
play the  flag  in  their  religious  school  houses 
and  the  Egyptian  colors  in  their  houses  of  i 


the  other  nationalities,  more  or  less  rapidly 
losing  themselves  in  the  nation  at  large,  a 
concentrated  Jewry  would  be  a  problem  to 
Egypt,  and  a  dispersed  Jewry  a  problem  to 
Israel.  Eor,  in  the  latter  case,  ultimate 
absorption  stared  them  in  the  face,  which  to 
resist,  some  said,  was  folly,  if  not  a  crime- 
against  nature.  For  nature  is  rarely  ca- 
tastrophic, spending  her  forces  in  a  dayj 
patiently  she  commits  her  purpose  to  the- 
evolution  of  years.  She  destroys  a  minority 
wedged  in  the  nation's  organism  by  slow 
stages,  by  disintegrating  those  on  top  who 
are  ready  for  submersion,  and  by  converting 
those  below,  beginning  with  the  outlandish 
immigrant,  into  the  next  higher  stratum 
until  the  top  is  reached  where  are  found  tho 
numerically  fewest  and  the  culturally  fit- 
test. The  process  of  absorption  had  begun 
in  the  days  of  Moses;  it  remained,  however, 
latent  in  the  masses,  graded  and  slow  as- 
similation being  the  anaesthetic  benignly 
supplied  by  nature,  while  the  elders  of  Israel 
were  administering  to  moribund  Jewry  a 
theological  anaesthetic  in  the  convenient 
formula  of  "squaring  practice  with  theory.'*' 
A  Moses  is  not  a  mere  diplomat  whose 


worship,  collect  data  concerning  "their"  T^im  is  to  solve  the  Jewish  question.  Nor  i» 
soldiers  who  served  in  some  Ethiopian  war  f  %e  moved  solely  by  the  Jewish  misere,  the 
and  publish   in   some  pretentious   volumes'   groaning  of  the  children   of  Israel  whom 


the  meagre  facts  of  Egyptian  Jewish  his- 
tory. Aye,  when  one  day  they  will  cele- 
brate some  anniversary  of  the  landing  of 
Jewish  settlers  in  the  land  of  Goshen, 
Egyptians  in  high  political  and  educational 
positions  will  give  their  testimony  to  Jew- 
ish loyalty  and  civic  rectitude,  here  and 
there  coupled  with  references  to  "something 
of  separateness"  in  their  social  life  among 
the  Egyptians,  or  with  the  bidding  to  place 
above  their  separate  interests  and  their 
separate  inheritance,  "the  great  common 
heritage   of   the   nation    and    the   nation's 


the  Egyptians  kept  in  bondage.  He  is  the 
prophet  sent  by  the  Lord  to  redeem  from 
Egypt  "the  nation  and  its  God."  For  in- 
Egj^pt  not  only  Israel,  we  are  told  in  the 
Midrash,  was  held  in  bondage,  but  also  the 
Shekinah.  The  sh'hud  ha-Shekinah,  the 
spiritual  bondage  of  Israel,  the  sterility  of 
the  native  Jewish  genius  and  the  dissipa- 
tion of  Jewish  energy,  are  the  great  con- 
cern of  Moses.  There  were  Jews  in  Egypt 
who  maintained  that  the  Jewish  genius  wa» 
original  but  in  one  direction,  the  so-called 
religious.    And  religion  meant  with  them  a 
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negative    quantity,   a   mere  denial   of   the 
Egyptian    deities.      Their   mission   was   to 
undermine    the    sacred    traditions    of    the 
Egyptian  religion.    They  also  discovered  in 
point  of  fact  that  the  Egyptian  religion  was 
in  part  borrowed  from  the  teachings  of  Ab- 
raham. They  forgot  that  the  Egyptian  reli- 
gion, if  it   was   rooted   in  Hebraism,   was 
adapted    t<)    the    genius    of    the    Egyptian 
world,  and  that  as  long  as  they  were  Egyp- 
tian, they  would  have  a  form  of  Hebraism 
suited  to  their  own  needs.     They  did  not 
know  that  with  the  Jew,  likewise,  religion 
could  but  manifest  itself  along  definite  lines 
peculiar  to  the  Jewish  spirit,  that  an  abso- 
lute religion  is  an  empty  abstraction  quite 
as  much  as  an  absolute  humanity,  that,  int 


realized  in  aftertimes.  The  enthusiasm  en- 
gendered in  his  contemporaries  was  miracu- 
lous indeed,  but  short-lived.  It  lasted  but  a 
day.  "Yesterday,"  says  the  Midrash,  ''ye 
said,  we  will  do  and  obey,  but  to-day.  These 
are  thy  gods,  O  Israel."  The  slave  genera- 
tion, those  bred  in  the  Egyptian  atmosphere 
of  spiritual  bondage,  had  to  die  out,  and  a 
new  generation  had  to  be  trained  for  na- 
tional ideals.  But  even  in  the  land  towards 
which  they  were  being  led,  the  prophet 
knew,  Israel  would  fall  back  into  its  old 
paths.  Other  men  would  have  to  be  raised 
to  rescue  Israel  from  acute  Canaanization. 
There  would  be  another  captivity,  and 
Israel  would  once  more  serve  foreign  gods. 
But     he     believes    in    the    indestructibil- 


short,  religion  is  a  function  of  the  national^  ity  of  Israel  and  in  the  covenant  with  the 
spirit,  indeed  the  function  par  excellence,     fathers.    There  will  be  a  return.    They  shall 


for  religion  is  the   sum    total    of   national 
ideals  and  hopes. 

A  Moses  imderstood  what  the  Jewish  cul- 
ture meant,  although  the  elders  of  Israel 
did  not.  A  Moses  understood  that  original 
culture  does  not  necessarily  consist  in  in- 
vention, but  may  show  itself  in  acquisition. 
Every  nation  is  a  borrower  as  well  as  a 
lender ;  but  what  it  borrows  it  subordinates 
to  that  which  is  paramount  in  its  consti- 
tution ;  it  truly  assimilates  and  so  recreates. 
Every  nation,  indeed,  participates  in  the 
general  culture  of  the  period ;  but  it  has  the 
power  to  reject  as  well  as  to  Accept.  In  the 
diaspora  the  Jewish  soul  is  capable  only  of 
submersion.  It  may  assimilate  itself  to  the 
ideals  of  its  environment,  but  it  is  too  weak 
to  assimilate  them  to  itself.  True  and 
wholesome  assimilation  can  only  take  place 
where  the  Jewish  soul  is  free,  and  the  Jew- 
ish soul  can  be  free  only  on  its  own  soil. 
Not  only  a  home  for  the  oppressed  people 
t^ould  Moses  create,  but  also  a  home  for  the 
Isippressed  Jewish  soul;  not  only  wore  the 
Idlspersed  of  Israel  to  be  gathered,  but  there 

lould   also    be    a    re-gathering   of   Israel's 
lattered   energies;    not   only   was   the   na- 
(umah)^  but  also  the  national  cultural 
ions   (kittyane  ha-umah)  to  be  saved 
horn  an  ignominious  death. 

Great  men  build  for  all  times.    The  mes- 
sage of  Moses  was  a  national  program  to  be 
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be  restored  to  their  patrimony.  They  shall 
go  back  to  Yahweh,  and  Yahweh  shall  come 
back  to  his  own.  Weshah  Yahweh  (Yoihy 
weh  shall  return),  says  the  Midrash,  not 
merely  weheshtb  (He  will  cause  to  return). 
In  teshuhah,  in  going  back  to  Jewish  ideals, 
lies  our  salvation.  Uayo  haych  debar  Yah- 
weh, the  word  of  the  Lord  was  to  Ezekiel. 
The  thinned  Jewish  consciousness  of  the 
Galuth  is  a  ghostlike  memory  of  the  great 
past.  The  Judaism  of  the  Galuth  consists  in 
reminiscences.  It  is  a  great  reserve  fund 
that  we  possess  in  the  past  creation  of  our 
genius.  But  surely  even  the  ocean  may  be 
drained  and  the  richest  treasures  may  be 
emptied  out.  The  fountains  of  Jewish  orig- 
inality must  be  made  to  well  up  again.  The 
Mosaic  message  links  itself  with  the  past, 
but  it  is  pre-eminently  directed  upon  the 
future.  •*  *I  shall  be*  hath  sent 

me  unto  you."  "I  am  Yahweh/'  The  Liv- 
ing God  is  the  God  of  the  future.  "And  I 
will  take  you  to  Me  for  a  people  and  I  will 
be  to  you  a  God."  National  suicide  making  v 
way  for  "spiritual  descendants,"  will  noy 
sustain  us.  Happy  is  the  people  whose  God 
is  Yahweh,  the  God  of  the  future;  happy 
they  who  wait  for  the  groat  day  when  a 
new  spirit  is  infused  into  the  dry  bones, 
when  our  Jcohoi  ha-ruhaniyim,  our  spiritual 
potencies,  shall  be  released,  when  the  pro- 
phetic enthusiasm  extinct   in  us  for  some 
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twenty-six  centuries  shall  again  be  en- 
kindled in  us.  Then,  and  then  only,  will 
Israel  become  a  blessing  to  mankind;  the 
risen  Servant  of  the  Lord  will  spread  the 
word  of  God  to  thp  farthest  isles  and  be  a 
light  unto  the  nations;  then,  and  then  only, 
when  a  second  revelation  shall  come  unto 
us,  when  yashinenu  herahamair  sheniih. 
fby  far  transcending  the  first,  and  the  cos- 
mic evolution  reach  its  goal,  will  the  cause 
of  the  Lord  prosper  in  his  land;  then,  and 
then  only,  will  the  nation  of  the  world 
.speak  a  pure  language,  that  they    may    all 


call  upon  the  Lord;  in  that  day  shall  the 
Lord  be  One,  and  His  name  One.    "I  shall 
not  die,  but  live,  and  declare  the  works  of 
the  Lord."    Through  the  preservation,  and 
^not  through  the  extinction,  of  Israel  will 
the   divine   purpc^sc   in   the  world  be   con- 
summated; only  when  Israel  is  become  the 
Imodel  nation  will  humanity  become  truly 
\humanized,  and  the  Kingdom  of  God  will 
l>o    established    on    earth.      May    the    day 
hasten,  and    may    there    come    a    redeemer 
unto  Zion.     Uha  le  Zion  goel. 


Mendele  Mocher  Seforim 


The  genu- 
ine lovable 
"Seide"  of 
Yiddish  liter- 
ature, "  Men- 
d  e  1  e  Mocher 
Seforim,"  S. 
J.  Abramo- 
witz,  cele- 
brated his 
seve  n  t  i  e t  h 
birthday  this 
last    month. 

This  event 
evoked  many 
tributes  from  his  affectionate  colleagues, 
whose  love  and  admiration  are  finely  com- 
mingled, and  who  never  let  an  occasion 
pass  without  expressing  their  pride  in  do- 
ing honor  to  the  grandfather  of  Yiddish 
literature. 

"Mendele"  has  been,  and  still  is,  an  im- 
portant factor  in  the  growth  of  Jewish  con- 
sciousness. He  is  not  a  propagandist,  but, 
like  a  sterling  Jew,  he   has   naturally   felt 


himself  at  home  among  truth-loving,  sym- 
pathetic, and  homely  Jewish  families.  Hy- 
pocrisy has  ever  felt  the  keen  cut  of  his  sat- 
ire and  ridicule,  and  virtue,  dignity,  and 
self-sacrifice  have  ever  been  the  notes  to 
which  his  muse  has  lent  itself  most  will- 
ingly. For  "Mendele"  is  a  poet,  though  the 
poetic  form  has  not  been  enriched  by  his 
work.  His  "Kliatsche"  is  a  poem  cast  in 
prose,  aild  the  plaintive  melody  sings 
through  the  whole  book.  Though  often 
capable  of  biting  satire,  he  is  by  nature  a 
genial  soul,  seeking  the  ideal  elements  of 
human  nature,  but,  not  finding  them,  his 
anger  is  the  anger  of  the  optimist  who  is 
.disappointed  in  humanity. 

He  is  the  "Seide"  of  Yiddish  literature. 
With  him  Yiddish  literature  began,  and 
with  him  it  has  risen  till  it  expresses  every 
phase  of  Jewish  life.  Sholom  Alechem, 
Perez,  Pinski,  Sholom  Asch,  all  look  up  to 
him,  for,  in  a  way,  he  is  their  master,  their 
genial  master.  He  freed  Yiddish  literature 
of  its  corrupting  tendencies,  and  clothed  in 
the  old  idiom  the  actual  life  of  the  x)eople 
he  loved.  He  is  the  pioneer  of  originality 
in  Yiddish  literature,  for  he  did  not  rely 
upon  the  false,  incongruous,  alien  notions 
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of  life,  as  did  his  puny  predecessors.  He 
did  not  care  for  the  praise  or  blame  of  other 
peoples,  for  he  wrote  for  his  own  people,  to 
lift  them  up,  to  grive  them  something  of 
vhich  they  mij^ht  be  proud. 

Equally  at  home,  and  equally  as  interest- 
ing and  entertaining,  in  Hebrew  as  in  Yid- 
dish, "Mendele"  did  not  scorn  the  hand- 
maiden, but  used  it  to  minister  to  its  mist- 
ress. Language  was  not  the  end  of  his  mis- 
sion. It  was  immaterial  to  him  whether  he 
expressed  himself  in  Hebrew  or  in  Yid- 
dish, for  he  wrote  for  his  own  people,  and 
their  language  was  to  be  his  language,  their 
medium  of  communication  was  t.)  be  his. 

So  impregTiated  with  Jewish  feeling  is 
the  old  "Seide,"  that  his  idiom  is  almost 
untranslatable.  That  is  the  loss  of  all  those 
who  read  neither  Yiddish  nor  Hebrew.  But 
occasional  translations  have  been  made,  and 
^'Mendele"  has  been  revealed  to  many  who 
are  not  at  home  with  him  in  the  original. 

Every  one  who  appreciates  what  he  has 
done  for  the  Jewish  people  will  join  in  ex- 
pressing their  hope  for  good  health  and 
long  hfe  to  the  venerable,  good  old  man,  of 
"whom  the  Jewish  nation  is  proud. 

Sholom  Jacob  Abramowitz  was  bom  at 
Kopyl,  Lithuania,  in  1836.  His  father  died 
irhen  he  was  thirteen,  and  his  youth  was 
«pent  in  wandering  from  town  to  town  as  a 
sUident,  visiting  Slutsk  and  Wilna.  where 
le  studied  in  the  Yeshibas.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  settled  in  the  city  of  Kamenetz- 
Podolsk,  where  he  made  the  acquaintance  of 


the  Hebrew  poet,  Gottlober.  In  1866  he 
became  a  teacher  in  the  Jewish  Boys'  Col- 
lege of  the  government  of  Kamenetz,  and 
in  the  same  year  published  his  first  essay. 
He  was  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  Haskalah 
movement,  and  wrote  political  articles  for 
the  periodicals  and  likewise  published  many 
essays  in  Hebrew  on  natural  science.  In 
1808  he  published  a  novel  entitled  "Fathers 
«nd  Sons/*  a  descriptive  tale,  in  which  he 
l)ictured  the .  struggles  between  orthodox 
parents  and  their  progressive  sons.  His 
first  novel  in  Yiddish  was  "Das  Kleine  Men- 
schel,"  in  1865,  which  was  a  satire  on  an  un- 
worthy favorite  of  the  government  of  the 
province.  In  1869  he  published  ^*Die 
Taxe/*  another  satire  on  the  management 
of  the  community.  'TDie  Taxe"  aroused  the 
zealots  of  the  congregation,  and  Abramo- 
witz was  forced  to  move  to  Zhitomir.  In 
1873  he  published  "Die  Kliatsche,"  an  al- 
legory which  describes  the  life  of  the  Jews 
in  Galuth.  A  few  years  later  he  wrote 
"An  Abridged  Account  of  the  Travels  of 
Benjamin  III."  From  1888  to  1890  he  pub- 
lished "Fischke  der  Knminier"  and  the 
"Wuenschfingerl,"  the  first  a  remarkable 
story  of  the  life  of  Jewish  beggers,  and  the 
second  a  historical  story  of  the  time  of 
Nicholas  I  and  Alexander  II.  In  1881 
Abramowitz  removed  to  Odessa,  where  he 
became  principal  of  the  Talmud  Torah.  He 
has  also  written  innumerable  sketches  and 
stories  and  essays.  He  now  resides  in  Gen- 
eva, Switzerland. 


"^r^^"^    ^ 
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Courtesy  of  N.  Y.  Zionist  Annual. 
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Evening  School  of  Boys 


A  Girls'  Class  in    Rr(;-\VKAViNr.. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    MACCABAEAN. 


49 


THE   BEZALEL  SCHOOL 


Class  in  Drawing  from  Life,  with  I^^of,  8<'n  \tz  ix  the  center. 


Class  in  Plastkr  and  Stone  Wouk. 
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Solomon  Buber,  Jewish  Scholar 


The  death  of  Soljinon  Buber,  the  Maece- 
nas of  Jewish  learning,  the  jj^raiul father  of 
our  own  Martin  Buber,  and  himself  one  of 
the  first  Zionists  of  Lemberj?.  removes  from 
Jewish  life  a  man  who  all  his  life  exempli- 
fied the  grand  old  tradition  of  Jewish  learn- 
ing, that  the  sage  ought  not  to  make  of  the 
Torah  a  spade,  wherewith  to  dig,  but  ought 
to  devote  himself  to  the  affairs  of  life,  and, 
in  addition,  naturally,  should  be  a  student 
of  Jewish  thought. 


Soi.OMON    Bl'bkr. 

Solomon  Bulier  came  from  a  family 
whose  traditions  are  linked  with  Talmudic* 
literature  and  Jewish  philosophy.  His 
father,  Isaiah  Abraham  Buber,  was  Solo- 
mon's teacher  in  the  subjects  mentioned, 
and  was  in  such  affluent  circumstances 
that  he  was  able  to  secure  competent  pro- 
fessional teachers  for  his  son. 

Solomon  Buber  was  born  at  Lemberg  in 


1827.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  married  and 
entered  commercial  pursuits.  He  rose  by 
rapid  degrees  until  he  became  auditor  of 
the  Austrian-Hungarian  bank,  the  national 
bank,  and  the  Galician  savings  bank.  He 
was  interested  in  a  number  of  conununal 
institutions,  but,  though  in  active  in  public 
life,  he  also  devoted  himself  to  'learned  re- 
search. The  Midrashic  literature  had  special 
attractions  for  him,  and  his  activity  in  thi& 
field  has  been  remarkable  in  extent.  Its 
first  result  was  an  edition  of  the  Pesikta 
de-Rab  Kahana,  with  an  elaborate  com- 
mentary and  an  introduction  which  discu^^ 
aJl  questions  pertaining  to  the  history  of 
this  old  Haggada  collection.  A  catalogue 
of  his  Midrashic  work  would  take  up  too 
much  spatH*  here.  But,  though  prolific,  the 
scientific  <]uality  of  Buber's  work  does  not 
suffer  on  this  account.  At  the  outset  he 
adopted  a  certain  system  to  which, he  con- 
sist^^ntly  adhered.  For  a  determination  of 
the  rcn<ling  of  his  text  he  availed  himself 
of  all  accessible  manuscripts  and  printed 
works.  He  conscientiously  recorded  the 
various  r<»adings  in  foot-notes,  and  gave 
errciit  cnr(%  chiefly  in  the  older  Midrashim, 
to  the  correction  and  explanation  of  words 
in  the  text  borrowed  from  the  Greek  and 
the  Latin. 

Buber  distinguished  himself  in  other  de- 
partments of  literature.  His  first  work  was 
a  biography  of  the  grammarian  Elias 
Levita,  published  in  1^56.  In  1895  he  pub- 
lished under  the  title  "Anshe  Shem"  the 
l)iographies  and  epitaphs  of  the  rabbis  and 
head  of  academies  who  lived  and  worked  in 
Lemberg,  covering  a  period  of  nearly  four 
hundred  years.  He  edited  a  commentary 
on  the  Lamentations  of  Joseph  Caro  in 
1901,  and  other  works  too  numerous  to  men- 
tion. He  displayed  his  extensive  know- 
ledge of  Jewish  history  and  literature  in 
additions  to  works  of  others  and  in  numer- 
ous contributions  to  the  Hebrew  magaz- 
ines. 
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A  Photograph  of  E.  M.  Liliin,  the  Jewish  Artwt,  with  decorations  from  his  own  pen. 
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Gaza  in  Southern  Palestine 


What  can  be  Dona  for  the  Improvemant  of  the  Ancient   City 


The  very  important  city  in  the  southern 
part  of  Palestine  is  about  four  kilometers 
from  the  sea  and  at  the  present  time  (1906) 
has  about  forty-thousand  inhabitants. 
These  are,  for  the  most  part,  Moham- 
medans; of  those  professing  other  faiths 
there  are  only  seven  hundred  and  fifty,  of 
various  denominations,  and  160  Jews.  The 
Mohammedan  population  of  Gaza  is  thirty- 
nine  thousand,  far  outnumbering  that  of 
the  other  cities  of  Palestine.  Jaffa  has 
about  thirty  thousand,  Nablus  about 
twenty- four  thousand,  Hebron  seventeen 
thousand,  and  Jerusalem,  Haifa  and  Sa- 
fed,  only  about  seven  thousand.  Moreover, 
the  number  of  non-Moharamedans  in  each 
of  the  above  mentioned  cities  is  both  rela- 
tively and  absolutely  much  greater. 

Having  thrown  some  light  upon  the  pres- 
ent population,  it  may  be  well  to  cast  a 
glance  at  the  fluctuations  of  its  population 
in  the  past.  In  the  year  1840,  Gaza  num- 
bered about  two  thousand  people,  in  1882 
the  number  reached  sixteen  thousand,  for 
1897  we  find  the  estimate  to  be  thirty-six 
thousand,  and  now  Gaza  contains  forty 
thousand  people,  and  is  steadily  growing. 
In  this  development,  as  we  have  indicated, 
no  European  emigrants  or  foreigners  are 
included. 

The  growth  of  Gaza  depends,  primarily, 
upon  the  natural  riches  of  the  low-lands — 
about  two  million  dunam  of  arable  land, 
and  only  secondarily  upon  its  primitive  in- 
dutries.  For  the  exportation  of  surplus 
agricultural  products  of  its  low-lands,  Gaza 
is  remarkably  well-favored,  inasmuch  as 
the  land  lies  very  low,  so  that,  although  de- 
void of  well-constructed  wagonroads,  it  is 
passable  for  wagons  everywhere.  North  of 
these  lowlands  begin  the  roadless  wSouthern 
declivities  of  the  Judean  hills.  The  export 
products  of  the  whole  district,  therefore, 
even  far  from  east  and  north  of  Beersheba, 
can  have  harbor,  except  Gaza,  the  last  of 
Ihe  once  populous  cities  of  Philistea,  which. 


through  ita  fertility  and  other  favorable 
circumstances,  has  retained  a  certain  sig- 
nificance, even  in  our  day. 

With  all  this,  the  docking  conditions  are 
wretched.  On  the  coast,  four  kilometers 
from  Gaza,  is  a  little  place,  El  Mineh — 
really  only  an  apology  for  the  port.  No 
conveniences  of  any  kind  are  to  be  seen, 
only  a  few  pieces  of  rock  jutting  out  on  the 
strand  mark  off  this  point  from  other  spots 
on  the  sandy  flat  shore.  But  even  here, 
ships  must  ride  at  anchor  far  out  into  the 
sea,  and  only  very  small  boats  can  approach 
the  shore.  Practically  all  the  shipping  of 
Gaza  is  crowded  into  the  months  of  July 
and  August,  because  then  the  harvest  of  the 
chief  articles  of  export, — ^barley  and  wheat 
— is  over,  and  because  the  sea  at  that  time 
is  quietest. 

The  roda  from  Gaza  to  El-Mineh,  built 
only  in  1902,  is  rather  poor  and  in  parts 
covered  with  sand.  Between  the  city,  which 
is  fifty-five  miles  above  the  sea-level,  and  the 
coast,  there  are  sand  dunes.  Houses  are  be- 
ing built  along  the  road,  and,  at  the  present 
time,  a  wharf  is  in  process  of  construction. 
When  this  is  completed  and  the  maritime 
trade  of  Gaza  is  improved,  the  port  and  the 
road  will  undoubtedly  attain  value  in  a  very 
short  time.  It  is  said  that  the  government  is 
encouraging  the  building  of  houses  and  the 
laying  out  of  plantations  along  the  shore. 

For  tree  culture  the  soil  here  is  unques- 
tionably good — Gaza  itself  is  surrounded 
by  gardens  which  are  flourishing  because 
of  subterranean  waters  thirty  to  fifty  metres 
deep. 

The  annual  exports  of  Gaza  fill  about 
twenty-five  large  ships.  Besides  these,  sail- 
boats come  and  go  almost  throughout  the 
length  of  the  year,  but  the  combined  ton- 
nage of  this  sail  traffic  is  slight.  For  the 
pasvsenger  traffic  and  better  wares,  a  coast- 
wise service  carried  on  by  means  of  motor- 
boats  could  be  made  very  profitable.  At 
present,  the  little  sail-boats  require,  under 
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favorable  conditions,  for  the  stretch  between 
€^a  and  Jaffa — about  70  kilometers — 
about  three  or  four  hours  (by  wagon  about 
ten  hours),  sometimes,  however,  with  un- 
favorable winds,  much  greater  time  is  con- 
sumed. Of  direct  imp<>rtation  there  is 
scarcely  anything;  most  imports  come  via 
Jaffa  or  Beyrout  by  boat  or  caravan. 

The  local  market  of  Gaza,  patronized  also 
by  the  Bedouins  of  the  district,  is  import- 
ant. Of  the  small  domestic  industries,  the 
product  of  which  is  used  not  for  export, 
but  for  local  needs,  the  following  may  be 
mentioned:  tanneries,  soap- factories,  shoe- 
factories,  factories  for  manufacture  of 
abajes  (Arabian  mantles,)  and  hair-sieves, 
etc.  Recently  there  have  also  been  erected 
steam-mills  and  oil-mills.  Other  commo- 
dities for  sale  on  the  market  at  Gaza  are 
dat^.  figs,  olive-oil  and  olives. 

As  for  the  Jewish  population,  we  have 
already  indicated  that  it  numbers  about 
one  hundred  and  ^ixty  souls,  made  up  of 
about  thirty  Sephardic  and  three  Ashken- 
azic  families.  Most  of  them  are  engaged 
in  trade,  a  few  in^manual  labor.  Almost 
all  are  poor,  no  Jew  owns  his  own  house. 
Two  of  them  carry  on  trade  on  a  large 
5H?ale.  The  Jews  are  not  on  cordial  terms 
with  the  Arabian  inhabitants. 

The  conmiunity  is,  unfortunately,  two 
small  to  attract  now  members.  The  Ash- 
kenazic  immigrants  in  particular  labour 
under  the  difficulty  that  there  are  only  a 
few  Jews  by  whom  they  can  be  understood. 
Nevertheless,  the  great  opportunities  that 
the  trade  of  Gaza  offers  the  Jews  would  un- 
questionably have  brought  about  a  more 
rapid  growth  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  fact 
that  the  community  lacks  the  most  neces- 
sary communal  institutions  because  of  its 
smallness.  Only  recently  the  "Alliance 
Israelite^'  has  aided  the  school  with  a  few 
hundred  francs,  so  that  now,  at  least,  a 
simple  education  is  available  for  the  chil- 
dren. 

For  about  one  hundred  Napoleons,  (six- 
teen hundred  marks),  they  tell  me,  the  old 
oemefeiy  could    be  repurchased.     But  the 
community  is  too  poor,  and  it  is  costantly 
growing    weaker   from  the  occasional  emi- 


gration of  the  more  prosperous.  Thus  it 
is  that  Gaza,  which  should  be  the  -chief  cen- 
tre of  attraction  of  Palestine  for  East  Eur- 
opean Jews,  on  account  of  its  advantageous 
agricultural  situation,  is  now  shunned  even 
by  the  Palestinians! 

For  a  few  thousand  marks  the  cemetery 
could  be  put  in  condition,  and  the  school 
and  various  other  matters,  bettered  to  a 
great  extent.  Then  nothing  would  prevent 
Gaza  from  becoming  a  new  center  for  Jew- 
ish work  in  the  country.  Without  doubt,, 
ways  and  means  can  be  found  to  advance 
the  various  funds  to  the  community  at 
Gaza,  and  it  is  not  even  necessary  to  wait 
for  this  offer  to  be  made.  The  Jews  are 
not  bound  to  remain  in  Gaza,  but  may 
travel  to  other  parts.  But  it  is  important 
to  know  that  we  can  devise  no  economic^' 
opening  for  the  land  without  taking  Qaza 
into  consideration.  We  must,  if  we  wish 
to  reach  this  end,  keep  our  eyes  open,  and 
under  no  circumstances  can  we  wait  until 
the  Jewish  inhabitants  of  any  important 
point  take  the  only  course  open  to  them.  If 
we  must  fix  hooks,  to  use  a  well-known 
figure,  throughout  the  land,  in  order  to 
fasten  our  net  on  to  them,  there  is  surely 
no  possibility  of  getting  the  southern  part' 
of  Palefitine,  too,  into  the  net,  without  this 
"hook"  in  Gaza.  The  small  Jewish  com- 
munity of  the  city  is,  under  present  condi- 
tions, certainly  a  very  loose  hook,  on  which 
I  would  not  care  to  fasten  any  net. 

If  we  understand  the  conditions  rightly,, 
then  it  is  possible,  at  the  most,  with  a  slight 
sacrifice,  or  rather,  with  a  small  "national 
capital," — to  bring  about  an  opening  on  a 
large   scale,    and    from   the    weak     Jewish 
point,    Gaza,   would    emerge    one    of    the' 
strongest  in  the  land.    Not  only  emigrants, 
but,  what  is  by  far  more  important,  nianx 
Jews  of  Jerusalem,  Hebron,  Tiberias,  and 
Safed,  whose  strength  and  intelligence  are 
now   utterly  useless,  could,  by  emigrating- 
to  Gaza,  alleviate  the  condition  of  over-pop-  • 
ulation  in  their  present  homes  and  secure', 
a  new  out-post  for  the  Jewish  cause,  at  the 
same  time  betterig  their  own  material  con-  . 
dition. 

Ben  Da\id.  in  Die  Welt. 
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The  Jews  in  the  Duma  Elections 


Tka  Jewish  National  Party  and  tha  Russian  Zionists 


The  approaching  election  of  the  mem- 
bers to  the  second  Duma  in  Russia  has  re- 
vealed new  lines  of  structure  in  the  Jewish 
political  situation.  Some  of  the  most  pro- 
minent Jewish  leaders  in  the  last  Duma 
who  then  worked  in  unison  with  all  the 
Jewish  delegates  have  now  come  out  in  op- 
position of  the  Zionists'  endeavor  to  nar- 
row, as  they  consider  it,  the  scope  of  Jew- 
ish political  ambition,  to  alienizing,  sepa- 
ratist lines.  A  new  party  has  been  bom, 
and  named  the  "Jewish  National  Party." 
It  has  come  into  the  world  with  a  pro- 
clamation of  motives  and  principles,  and 
witii  such  men  as  Winawer,  Ostrogorsky, 
S^kin,  Sliosberg  and  others  as  sponsors. 

What  the  Zionists  Propose  to  Do 

The  Zionists,  on  their  part,  have  resolved 
upon  an  active  campaign  and  have  made 
their  preliminary  statement.  They  affirm 
tfaeir  belief  in  the  importance  of  the  com- 
ing Duma,  in  the  face  of  those  who  look  on 
it  only  with  contempt  and  try  to  dissuade 
the  friends  of  liberty  from  participating  in 
the  elections.  The  road  along  which  these 
irreconcilables  would  lead  is  red  with  Jew- 
'.  i^  blood.  The  Zionists  claim  their  share  of 
.oi^it  for  having  sent  the  strong  Jewish 
delegation  to  the  first  Duma,  but  the  per- 
sonnel of  the  delegation  was  not  wholly 
satisfactory  from  the  Zionist  point  of 
view.  To  the  new  Duma  a  few  Jews  will 
be  elected,  they  hope,  who  will  be  Jewish 
indeed,  representing  the  community  whose 
sorrows  in  its  darkest  hours  they  have 
shared,  imbued  with  its  aspirations,  and 
who  have  always  been  known  to  stand  with 
their  people.  The  Zionists  repudiate  self- 
appointed  representatives  of  the  Jews,  who 
claim  to  stand  for  the  Jewish  people  while 
denying  that  there  is  such  a  thing  as  the 
Jewish  nation,  who  are  ignorant  of  the 
people's  language  and  do  not  wish  to  know 
Anything  of  it  or  of  any  peculiarly  Jewish 


interests.  The  disgraceful  exhibition  the 
Jewish  representatives  in  the  Austrian  par- 
liament offered  of  themselves  i«  referred  to. 
Those  so-called  "representatives"  were  posi- 
tively ashamed  to  be  known  as  Jews,  and 
when 'measures  were  presented  that  serious- 
ly affected  the  interests  of  the  Jewish 
people,  they  had  not  the  courage  to  raise 
their  voices  in  protest.  The  Zionists  of 
Russia  want  no  such  deputies,  but  only 
those  that  will  defend  the  interests  of  the 
Jewish  people  with  all  their  might. 

To  this  manifesto  the  leaders  of  the  new 
party  have  replied  with  equal  sharpness. 
There  was  no  sign  in  the  first  Duma,  they 
say,  where  Zionist  and  non-Zionist  repre- 
sentatives of  the  Jews  worked  together, 
that  the  Zionists  wished  to  separate  the 
Jewish  people  from  the  Russian  people,  or 
that  they  were  like  aliens  seeking  a  tem- 
porary shelter  while  preparing  to  depart 
for  their  true  fatherland.  To  regard  them- 
selves as  aliens  in  the  Duma  would  mean 
the  destruction  of  all  that  has  so  far  with 
so  much  difficulty  been  accomplished  in  the 
movement  for  freedom.  "The  c(mscience  of 
every  Jew  who -feels  the  misery  of  .our  op- 
pressed and  exhausted  people  must  revolt 
when  he  sees  men  going  about  with  fantas- 
tic dteams  which  they  wish  to  carry  out 
even  at  the  cost  of  the  blood  and  tears  of 
many  generations,  at  the  cost  of  our  hopes 
for  a  better  future." 

They  announce  that  they  have  accord- 
ingly united  for  the  purpose  of  combatting 
the  danger  coming  from  this  "small  but 
well-organized  group  of  Zionists."  The 
"Jewish  National  Party"  is  the  result, 
organized  in  order  to  **fight  for  our  rights 
as  citizens  of  the  land  which  we  shatl  ne^er 
leave,  where  we  want  no  charity,  but  wh^ne 
we  will  regulate  our  life  in  accordance  with 
th6  rights  which  belong  to  all  other  citi- 
zens." ^  The  representatives  of  the  Jewish 
people  ought  to  be  champions  for  the  gene- 
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pal  betterment  of  the  country,  as  well  as 
courageous  champions  of  the  rights  of  the 
Jews.  "Let  there  never  resound  the  voice  of 
a  Jew  in  the  I>uma  that  would  stamp  us  as 
aliens  among  Russia's  people,"  concludes 
the  proclamation  of  the  Jewish  National 
Party. 

The  PUtform  of  the  Now  Party 

The  new  party  has  formulated  an  elabor- 
ate platform  consisting  of  a  number  of 
general  and  special  principles.  The  general 
principles  pertain  to  the  subject  of  autono- 
my for  the  various  nationalities  included  in 
the  Russian  political  system.  The  special 
principles  refer  to  the  Jex^'s  in  particula-. 

Among  the  general  principles  is,  first,  a 
demand  that  the  future  democratic  Russian 
state  shall  guarantee  to  every  subordinate 
nationality  in  Russia  perfect  freedom  and 
self-government, — that  is,  the  possibility  of 
comprehensive  development  and  expression 
of  national  characteristics.     The  rights  of 
national  autonomy,  second,  must  be  secured 
not  only  in  prescribed  territories  having  a 
majority  of  a  given  nationality,  but  also  to 
minorities  living  within  such  districts,  so 
that  minority  rights  shall  not  be  dependent 
upon  mere  territorial  divisions.   "Th6  im- 
perial parUament  is  to  d^termihe  upon  the 
institutional  form  through  which  this  na- 
tional autonomy  is  to  be  exercised  in  each 
district^  and  shall  at  the  same  time  secure 
to  the  minorities  in  such  territories  perfect 
civil,  political  and  national  rights  in  accor- 
dance with  the  principles  of  the  imperial 
constitution.    The  specific  manner  in  which 
the  autonomy  of  each  district  is  to  be  exer- 
cised,  thirdly,   is  to   be  determined   by    a 
constitutional  convention,  called  according 
to  the  already  recognized  suffrage  law.    The 
various  propositions  advanced  in  the  con- 
stitueDt  assembly  are  to  be  finally  combined 
and  harmonized  by  the  imperial  legislature. 
Fourthly,  in  order  to  attain  an  equitable 
pohtical  representation  of  national  minori- 
ties, it   is  necessary  that  elections  in  the 
imperial  parliament,  in  the  district  assem- 
blies and  in  the  organizations  for  local  self- 
govemm^it,  be  on  the  principle  of  propor- 
tional r^resentation,  that  the  sufPrage  be 


universal  and  equal,  and  that  balloting  be 
secret  and  direct. 

The  special  demands  relative  to  the  Jews 
are  fourteen  in  number.  The  national  au- 
tonomy of  the  Jews,  who  constitute  a  na- 
tional minority  in  every  section  of  Russia, 
is  to  be  vested  in  a  Conmranal  Organiza- 
tion. The  Jewish  National  Community  is 
to  be  the  unit  of  self-government.  Every 
Jew  who  has  not  officially  severed  his  con- 
nection with  the  community  is  to  be  con- 
sidered a  member.  That  is,  membership  in 
the  community  is  conditi'^ned  on  the  actual 
and  official  adherence  of  the  particular  per- 
son to  the  Jewish  people.  Persons  not  of 
the  Jewish  faith  may  get  themselves  count- 
ed members  of  the  Jewish  conununity  by 
making  a  formal  declaration  of  their  de- 
sire. In  each  community  the  organ  of 
government  is  to  be  a  conununal  council, 
elected  without  regard  to  sex;  and  in  order 
to  bring  about  co-operation  in  the  activities 
of  the  various  communities  throughout  the 
country,  a  Union  of  Jewish  Communities  is 
to  be  established,  which  is  to  be  considei'xl 
as  representing  the  combined  Judaism  of 
Russia.  As  organs  of  the  Union  of  Jewish 
Communities  there  are  to  be:  A  stated  con- 
ference of  delegates  meeting  once  a  ye-ir, 
or,  in  emergencies,  oftener;  and  a  standing 
executive  committee  chosen  by  the  confer- 
ence and  responsible  to  it.  The  decisions  of 
the  conferences  on  all  general  Jewish  ques- 
tions are  to  be  binding  on  all  the  organs  of 
national  self-government.  All  the  organs 
of  self-government,  central  as  well  as  local, 
have  authority  within  the  range  of  their 
jurisdiction,  to  support  institutions  and 
associations  for  the  following  purposes: 
Popular  education,  hygiene,  mutual  aid 
and  encouragement  of  labor,  direction  of 
emigration,  charity.  The  central  organ  of 
Jewish  self-government  is  to  have  the  right 
of  petition  and  of  sending  delegations  to 
the  imperial  governmeut  when  conditions 
arise  that  concern  all  the  Jews  of  Russia 
or  any  of  their  groups.  The  plan  outlined 
by  these  former  Duma  members  goes  on  to 
grant  to  the  central  as  well  as  the  local 
orgrans  of  Jewish  self-government,  all  the 
rights  of  juristic  persons.     They  have  the 
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right  of  imposing  an  obligatory  tax  on  the 
Jewish  people  in  the  interest  of  any  general 
or  local  need  not  provided  for  by  the  im- 
perial budget. 

Imperial  legislation  is  projected  for  per- 
mitting the  use  of  their  own  language  to 
the  Jews  in  public  business  and  in  those 
districts  where  the  Jews  form  a  specified 
percentage  of  the  whole  population,  for  the 
equal  recognition  of  the  Jewish  language 
on  the  part  of  the  administrative  and  ju- 
dicial authorities  of  the  locality.  Ele- 
mentary education  is  to  be  free  and  compul- 
sory for  all  school  children  of  school  age. 
Education  in  private  schools  of  all  grades 
and.  sorts  remains  free.  Elementary  and 
intermediate  education  is  to  remain  under 
the  direction  of  the  local  self-governing 
body,  which,  on  the  demand  of  the  local  na- 
tional group,  is  to  introduce  instruction  in 
the  national  language.  The  organs  of  na- 
tional self-government  are  to  have  author- 
ity t^  found  national  schools  of  their  own, 
and  the  local  self-governing  body  has  the 
financial  administration  of  the  national 
schools. 

The  national  Jewish  rights  are  recog- 
nized, in  the  platform  of  the  Jewish  Na- 
tional Party,  to  be  the  right  to  rest  on  the 
Sabbath;  the  right  to  observe  the  Sab- 
bath and  ritual  regulations  by  those  who  so 
desire,  in  educational  institutions,  in  the 
service  of  the  state,  in  the  army,  so  far  ks 
this  does  not  conflict  with  the  proper  per- 
formance of  duty;  the  recognition  of  the 
principles  of  the  Jewish  divorce  law.  And, 
finally,  for  the  adequate  elaboration  of 
these  principles  a  Jewish  National  Constit- 
uent Assembly  is  to  be  called. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  the  scheme  of 
the  new  faction  is  bold  ns  well  as  compre- 
hensive. The  split  is,  nevertheless,  regret- 
table, for  the  power  of  the  Jews  in  Russia 
to  elect  their  representatives  to  the  Duma 
will  undoubtedly  in  many  cases  be  im- 
paired by  the  conflicting  efTort>i  of  two 
Jewish  factions.  The  prestige  of  those 
Jewish  delegates,  moreover,  who  should 
succeed  in  being  elected,  will  be  much  di- 
minished in  the  Duma  when  it  is  known 


that  they  have  not  a  united  Jewish  people 
back  of  them. 

The  motives  of  the  leaders  of  the  new 
movement  are  said  to  be  not  exactly  those 
advanced  by  themselves  to  justify  their 
action.  Ambitions  that  are  not  perfectly 
obvious  are  alleged.  It  is  rather  difficult  to 
imagine  what  hidden  motives  such  men  as 
Winawer  and  Ostrogoraky  may  possibly 
have.  Russia  is  not  a  country  at  present 
where  the  ordinary  politician,  in  the  Ame- 
rican sense,  can  hope  to  secure  favors  or 
preferment  by  being  false  to  his  convic- 
tions. 

Dr.  Lewin's   Opinion 

Dr.  Shamaryahu  Lewin,  the  former 
member  of  the  Duma,  who  is  now  in  New 
York,  knows  the  leaders  of  the  new  move- 
ment very  well.  .  He  thinks  his  former 
friend  and  colleague,  Winawer,  is  the  prime 
mover  in  the  affair.  Dr.  Lewin,  together 
with  Herr  Dubnow  and  a  few  others,  were 
the  originators  of  the  '^League  for  the  Pro- 
motion of  Equal  Rights  for  the  Jews" 
which  was  organized  at  Wilna.  At  that 
time  Dr.  Lewin  perceived  that  the  "Cadet'' 
party  would  play  an  important  part  in  the 
deliberations  of  the  Duma.  Winawer  was 
known  to  be  very  active  in  that  party  and 
was  n  candidate  for  election  to  the  Duma 
as  deputy  from  St.  Petersburg.  His  chance 
of  election  did  not  seem  very  good  then 
and  Dr.  Lewin,  who  was  also  a  candidate  in 
Wilna  with  prospects  of  election,  proposed 
to  Winawer  to  resign  in  his  favor  in  case 
he  failed  of  election  in  St.  Petersburg. 
Winawer  came  to  Wilna  and  accepted  the 
nationalistic  program  that  had  just  been 
worked  out,  and  which  is  practically  the 
same  as  that  adopted  by  the  Zionist  con- 
vention at  Helsingfors. 

There  were  two  styles  of  opinion  in  the 
Jewish  league  riglit  from  the  beginning. 
There  was  the  section  of  bona-fide  nationsJ- 
iftts  like  Dubnow,  Tchlenow,  Bruzkum  and 
others,  to  whom  nationalism  was  the  breath 
of  their  nostrils;  and  there  was  the  section 
composed  of  men  who  were  not  nationalists 
from  inner  conviction,  who  accepted  it  be- 
cause it  was  the  dominant  opinion  of  the 
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hour,  althougrli  undoubtedly  in  many  cases 
their  private  sentiments  were  directly  an- 
tagonistic to  those  of  nationalism. 

This  inner  conflict  manifested  itself  at 
every  conference  of  the  Jewish  group  of 
delegates,  but  every  effort  was  made  to  keep 
it  hidden  in  order  to  pre?ent  a  united  front 
to  the  enemy.  It  was  impossible,  however, 
to  keep  up  the  appearance  of  harmony  in- 
definitely, and  now  Mr.  Winawer  has  final- 
ly concluded  the  time  to  be  opportune  for 
coming  out  in  opposition  to  the  Zionist 
wing  of  the  Jewish  group.  His  signing  of 
the  Viborg  manifesto  has  made  him  in- 
eligible for  election  to  the  next  Duma. 
Having  no  fear  as  to  the  effect  his  step  may 
,  liave  upon  his  candidacy,  about  which  he 
was  solicitous  during  the  first  elections,  he 
feels  himself  free,  apparently,  to  avow  his 
real  opinions.  That  his  present  opinions 
are  not  due  to  any  recent  action  of  the 
Zionists  is  clear  from  the  fact  that  there  is 
scarcely  any  difference  of  any  consequence 
between  the  principles  adopted  by  the 
Wilna  conference,  which  inaugurated  the 
'**League  for  the  Promotion  of  Equal  Rights 
for  the  Jews,"  and  the  program  of  the 
last  Zionist  convention  at  Helsingfors.  Mr. 
Winawer  could  accept  the  latter  as  well  as 
the  former,  if  he  had  a  strong  enough  in- 
eentive  to  d<»  so. 

The  Zionists  are  accused  by  their  former 
associates  of  narrowness  and  impracticality. 
A  circumstance  of  the  present  campaign 
«hows  how  little  foundation  there  is  to  the 
eharge.  One  of  the  candidates  supported 
by  the  Zionists  of  Wilna  is  a  man  named 
"Gruzenberg,  who  has  been  a  vehement  op- 
ponent of  Zionism.  He  has,  however,  ec- 
<?epted  the  nationalistic  principles  of  the 
Helsingfors  conference.  Mr.  Winawer 
lias  suddenly  begun  to  talk  about  his  ardent 
affection  for  his  dear  fatherland,  Russia. 
But,  of  course,  he  knows,  or  ought  to  know, 
"well  enough,  that  political  and  civil  rights 
are  never  granted  to  a  disfranchised  people 
in  retonx  Xor  love,  and  Russia  is  certainly 
not  the  country  in  which  such  an  ethical 
example  will  be  offered  to  the  world.  Poli- 
tical rights  must  be  wrung  from  tyrants  by 
force  or  they  must  be  obtained  by  inexor- 


able bargaining.  The  Jews  in  Russia  will 
get  their  rights  not  by  professing  love  for 
the  fatherland,  but  by  convincing  the  ruling 
powers  that  for  their  own  peace  and  welfare 
no  other  course  is  open  to  them  than  to 
grant  the  rights  that  are  demanded.  If 
political  and  civil  rights  are  due  to  those 
who  have  rendered  service  to  the  father- 
land, Russia  has  long  owed  those  rights  to 
the  Jews.  The  debt  has  matured  and  the 
time  to  pay  is  at  hand.  The  Jews  of  Rus- 
sia bear  Inore  than  their  share  of  the  bur- 
den of  taxation,  and  there  are  at  present  in 
active  service  in  the  Russian  army  over 
sixty  thousand  Jewish  soldiers.  The  beg- 
ging tone  Mr.  Winawer  has  seen  fit  to 
adopt  is  scarcely  in  keeping  with  his  char- 
acter as  clear-headed  statesman. 

Dozens  of  parties  have  sprung  up  and 
disappeared  in  Russia  and  the  probabilities 
are  that  this  latest  party  will  share  the  fate 
of  its  predecessors.  The  Jews  are  too  keen 
not  to  see  the  danger  of  such  unmeaning 
dissensions  in  their  ranks.  Their  political 
sense  is  too  well  developed  to  allow  them  to 
fritter  away  their  strength  in  that  fashion, 
and  undoubtedly  before  election-time  they 
will  have  got  together  and  removed  all  such 
diffierences,  which  spring  up  in  a  moment 
in  the  excited  brains  of  a  .^^w  hot-heads. 
The  strength  of  the  enemy  is  too  well 
known  to  be  trifled  with.  Already  the 
chances  of  electing  a  Jewish  deputy  from 
Wilna  are  smaller  than  they  were  at  the 
previous  election.  It  will  require  the 
united  effort  of  all  the  Jews  there  to  send  a 
man  to  the  Duma  who  will  represent  Jewish 
interests.  The  same  is  true  in  other  places. 
Union  is  possible  only  on  one  basis — th« 
basis  of  a  Jewish  nationalistic  program. 
Give  up  that,  and  you  give  up  the  only  hope 
of  harmonious  action;  splits  and  dissen- 
sions begin  without  end.  Factional  dis- 
putes are  not  inaugurated  for  the  purpose 
of  promoting  unity,  but  to  create  division. 
The  program  of  general  and  special 
principles  enunciated  and  signed  by  Messrs. 
Winawer,  Sliosberg,  Kulisher,  Ostrogor- 
sky,  Sheftel,  Posner,  Goldstein,  Sternberg, 
D.  Levin,  Sev,  Syrkin,  Tribus,  Hessen, 
Cornfeld,    and    Stilman,    embodies    ideas 
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that  must  be  exceedingly  startling  to  the 
Russian  rulers  of  to-day.  They  must  ap- 
pear as  fanciful  as  anything  ever  proposed 
by  the  most  idealistic  Zionist.  From  an 
American  point  of  view,  some  of  these  prin- 
ciples are  such  conmionplaces  of  govern- 
ment as  to  seem  strange  when  explicitly 
stated.  Local  self-government,  freedom  of 
religious  practice,  right  to  establish  schools 
of  any  sort,  are  such  principles  as  are  au- 
tomatically accepted.  On  the  other  hand, 
some  of  the  demands  of  the  new  Jewish 
party  seem,  perhaps,  even  more  bizarre  to 
the  American  intelligence  than  they  do  to 
the  Russian.  The  demand  for  national  au- 
tonomy, not  only  for  national  groups, 
that  constitute  majorities  in  certain  ter- 
ritorial districts,  but  also  for  national 
minorities,  is  one  that  would  make  an 
American  statesman  gasp.  State  and  City 
autonomy  within  their  respective  provinces 
is,  indeed,  at  the  root  of  the  American 
political  system.  But  this  autonomy  is 
merely  one  distributed  among  territorial 
divisions  that  are  fundamentally  alike  in 
racial  characteristics.  The  idea  of  raical 
autonomy  within  the  United  States  is  ab- 
horrent to  the  American  political  con- 
science. On  the  contrary,  racial  amalag- 
amation  is  a  kind  of  article  of  faith  of  the 


American  statesman.  But  here  we  have  a 
political  party  in  Russia,  in  the  greatest 
despotism  of  the  world,  coolly  proposing 
national  autonomy  for  each  nationality  in 
a  majority  in  the  district  in  which  it  re- 
sides, and  a  sort  of  modified  autonomy,  or 
proportional  representation,  for  each  na- 
tionality having  a  majority  equal  to  a  cer- 
tain percentage  of  the  whole  population  of 
the  district!  The  aaoption  of  this  plan 
would  be  to  establish  a  federal  system  very 
far  different  from  that  of  the  United  States. 
It  would  be,  to  a  large  extent,  a  confession 
of  sin  on  the  part  of  the  Russian  monarchy 
for  its  historic  predaceousness.  It  would 
be  an  attempt  to  restore  national  life  in 
the  victims  of  her  conquests  whom  until 
now  she  has  held  paralyzed,  as  insects  are 
kept  by  wasps — not  dead,  but  with  sufficient 
life  in  them  to  preserve  them  from  disso- 
lution. Whether  this  is  a  practical  sol- 
ution of  Russia's  great  problem,  or  of  the 
Jewish  problem,  seems  doubtful.  The  ex- 
amples of  Austria-Hungary,  Norway  and 
Sweden,  and  other  countries  seem  to  be 
against  it.  But  to  the  Jews,  amelioration 
of  their  actual  condition  must  come  from 
almost  any  plan  aiming  at  liberty  and 
equality    of    rights. 


Onotnalzfld^nunacn 

nad}  dcr  nanir  uon 

e.  m.  lilten. 
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Can  Charity  Build  Up  A  Nation? 


B7  Nahum  Z«itliii 


Since  the  "Tehuda  B'Israel"  was  pub- 
Ushed  (or  appeared)  about  seventy  years 
ago,  our  best  men  or,  rather,  our  richest 
people  have  not  ceased  to  invent  schemes 
to  convert  the  Jews  into  tillers  of  the  soil. 
Beb  Isaac  Baer  Levenson,  it  seems, 
must  have  been  compelled  to  gather  evi- 
dence from  the  Torah  that  the  Jews  may  be 
colonists.  Baron  de  Hirsch,  who  most 
likely  had  never  read,  or  even  seen  the 
"Tehuda  B'Israel,"  as  a  practical  financier 
and  a  wise  Jewish  philanthropist,  had  under- 
stood that  as  •long  as  we  remain  a  people 
composed  entirely  of  traders,  we  cannot  be 
called  a  nation,  but  merely  a  group  of  per- 
sons of  the  same  faith.  Keb  Isaac  Baer 
Levenson,  as  a  maskil  and  learned  man  of 
the  old  generation,  had  interpreted  that,  for 
the  Jews,  the  tilling  of  the  soil  will  not 
be  only  a  way  of  securing  a  living  for  many 
pojr  families,  but  that  it  is  also  their  duty 
to  become  tillers  of  the  soil 

Baron  de  Hirsch  had  thought  of  it  as 
another  kind  of  duty — a  duty  of  charity: 
The  Jewish  colonies  in  Russia,  which 
Nicholas  I,  had  created  through  the  in- 
direct influence  of  Reb  Isaac  Baer  T^venson, 
remain  up  to  the  present  time  under  the 
direct  and  strict  rule  of  the  Russian  Gov- 
ernment, just  as  the  Indians,  for  example, 
in  America  remain  even  to  the  present 
day  under  the  vigilant  supervision  of  our 
national  government.  The  colonies  that 
Baron  de  Hirsch  had  established  are  not 
even  yet  independent,  but  have,  after  a 
IspBe  of  a  quarter  of  a  century,  with  very 
few  exceptions,  remained  dependent  upon 
his  successors,  the  IKA.  The  IKA.  which 
is  the  only  guardian  of  the  Baron  de  Hirsch 
miEions,  is  in  duty  bound  to  carry  out  his 
will  honestly — to  regard  the  Jewish 
colonization  movement  as  a  charity. 

The  present   movement    (I  do   not    wish 
to  call  it  a  new  movement  because  with  us 


colonization  is  already  quite  an  old  stojy) 
wishes  to  invest  the  Jewish  colonization 
movement  with  the  national  sp.iit.  The 
question  is:  Can  we  call  this  movement 
a  national!  one  while  in  reality  it  is  no 
more  than  another  philanthropic  enter- 
prise on  a  larger  scale? 

One  of  our  Jewish  writers  has  al- 
ready asserted  his  pride  in  opposition  to 
our  philanthropists  by  contending  that  the 
Jew  looms  a  thousand  miles  above  the 
Jewish  capitalists,  no  matter  how  much 
our  Russian,  Galician,  or  Roumanian  Jews 
should  not  take  pride  in  themself.  We  can 
not,  however,  deny  the  fact  that  our  Jews 
are  the  receivers  and  our  philanthropists 
are  the  givers,  and  if  the  Jew,  although  a 
thousand  miles  above  the  capitaJIists,  is  a 
receiver,  he  must  therefore 'be  ten  thou- 
sand miles  below  them. 

There  is  a  passage  in  the  Bible  which 
says:  "zedokah  elevates  an  nation."  Our 
long  Galuth  had  put  a  peculiar  interpreta- 
tion of  charity  upon  the  meaning  of 
zedokah  in  the  quoted  passage.  Just  as 
our  sages  have  imposed  charity  as  a  duty 
upon  the  Jews,  that  they  mttst  give  as 
much  as  they  can,  just  so  have  others  made 
it  a  duty  to  accept  as  much  charity  as  pos- 
sible. One  does  not  need  to  be  a  Zangwill 
to  be  able  to  write  the  "King  of  Schnor- 
ners"  and  to  know  that  there  are  among 
us  such  schnorrers  who  are  like  the  kings, 
forever  demanding  more  and  yet  more. 
To  give  charity  is,  of  course,  a  beautifuH 
and  noble  deed;  to  accept  charity  is  often- 
times a  bitter  necessity,  but  by  making  a 
constant  practice  of  giving  and  receiving 
charity,  a  nation  can  most  certainly  not  be 
elevated.  To  give  charity  means  to  do  one 
a  favor,  but  to  take  charity  means  to  be 
contented  with  favors. 

It  is  true  that  our  position  as  a  nation 
is   an   exceptional   one.     As   a   people   we 
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are  robbed  by  the  other  people.  Therefore, 
it  is  no  more  than  right  that  those  few 
fortunate  Jews  who  have  had  the  good 
luck  to  become  rich  at  the  expense  of  the 
robbers,  should  help  their  coreligionists, 
who  are  the  robbed  ones. 

The  real  help  for  a  nation,  however,  is 
the  same  as  it  is  for  an  individual.  It  is 
when  there  is  a  surer  means  than  that  of 
charity  of  the  greater  towards  the  lesser, 
the  duty  of  men  towards  their  own 
brethren. 

It  is  by  the  sense  of  justice  that  a  nation 
is  elevated,  justice  to  itself  and  justice  to 
its  neighbor.  The  greatest  act  of  charity 
towards  our  people  is  to  demand  justice 
from  the  world.  The  highest  sense  of  jus- 
tice to  ourselves  as  a  i>eople  is.  that  we 
recognize  ourselves  as  a  nation  among 
nations — through  a  constantly  working  in- 
ternationa"!  organization,  which  must  come 
through  the  combined  forces  and  support  of 
the  whole  Jewish  nation.  And  this  organi- 
sation must  insist  that  we  shall  be  recog- 
nized as  a  nation  among  nations.  This  or- 
^nization  shall  have  official  power  to 
manage  our  national  interests,  and  it  shall 
not  be  recognized  as  a  charitable  insti- 
tution but  as  our  national  representative, 
our  national  legisilature  in  Galuth. 

Only  such  an  organization  is  in  a  pos- 
ition to  nationalize  all  our  movements. 
With  the  organization  of  such  a  body  we, 
as  a  nation,  help  ourselves.  Then  will  every 
movement,  Zionism,  Territorialism  and 
the  others,  be  called  national  movements  if 
they  aim  to  heP.p  not  merely  the  Jews  as 
brothers  in  faith  in  a  charitable  way,  but 
our  brethren  the  Jews  as  a  nation. 

By  charity  we  can  help  our  coreligionists 
in  individual  cases  and  for  a  short  time; 
through  justice,  the  who2e  Jewish  nation 
can  be  helped — by  a  real  national  help! 


— There  are  few  things  more  touching  to  the 
Jew  returning  to  the  land  of  his  forefathers 
(Palestine),  than  to  find  his  little  co-religion- 
ists  doing  their  lessons  in  Hebrew,  even  prat- 
tling in  it,  as  a  very  living  language. — Elk  an 
Adler  (ipo5.) 


Death  of  Moritz  Steiiuchneider 


Moritz  Steinschneider,  the  greatest  Jewish 
scholar  of  our  time,  died  on  January  28.  He, 
together  with  Zunz  and  Rappaport,  was  one  of 
the  founders  of  Jewish  science,  who  for  seven 
decades  with  untiring  enthusiasm  devoted  all 
his  energies  to  the  elucidation  of  Jewish  litera- 
ture in  its  relation  fo  general  culture. 

Steinschneider  was  born  in  Trossnitz,  Mor- 
avia, March  30, 1816,  and  he  remained  there 
till  his  sixteenth  year;  then  he  went  to  Nik- 
olsburg,  Prague,  Vienna.  Leipsic,  to  continue 
his  studies  in  Talmudic  as  well  as  secular 
subjects.  In  1839  he  went  to  Berlin,  where 
he  remained  for  the  rest  of  his  life  except 
during  the  years  1842-1849,  when  he  returned 
to  Prague.  Steinschneider  had  to  earn  his 
living  by  giving  lessons  in  his  earlier  years; 
later  on  he  represented  the  Jewish  community 
at  the  administration  of  the  oath,  "More  Ju- 
daica"  and,  during  the  years  1869-90,  he  was 
director  of  the  Juedische  Maedchenschulc. 
The  only  scientific  places  Steinschneider  ever 
held  were  those  of  a  teacher  at  the  Veitel- 
Heine-Ephrahnsche  Lehranstalt  since  1859, 
and  as  Hiilfsarbeiter  at  the  Royal  Library, 
Berlin.     Both  he  kept  to  the  end  of  his  life. 

His  greatest  work,  his  catalogue  of  the  He- 
brew books  in  Bodleian  Library  (1852-60), 
deals  with  the  whole  extent  of  Jewish 
literature.  It  is  not  a  mere  catalogue,  but  a 
full  Bibliotheca  Hcbraica,  a  collection  of  all 
the  Hebrew  books  with  all  the  data  as  to  books 
and  authors,  discussing  and  solving  many  an 
intricate  literary  problem  and  containing  in- 
exhaustible treasures  of  Jewish  science. 

His  standard  work  on  the  Hebrew  transla- 
tions of  the  Middle  Ages,  originally  intended 
to  deal  with  the  Jewish  translators  of  the 
Arabic  works,  was  extended  so  that  it  became 
a  most  important  contribution  to  the  history 
of  mediaeval  literature  and  culture 

Steinschneider  always  paid  special  attention 
to  the  secular  branches  of  the  mediaeval  Jew- 
ish literature,  which  had  suffered  under  a  gen- 
eral neglect.  His  numerous  essays  on  Jewish 
medical  works  are  of  the  greatest  importance 
for  the  history  of  medicine.  On  Jewish  con- 
tributions to  mathematics,  he  was  just  finish- 
ing an  exhaustive  essay  which  he  had  pub- 
lished in  different  periodicals  during  the  last 
14  years,  after  he  had  collected  materials  for 
it  for  about  half  a  century.  He  died  before 
he   published   the   last   additions   and   indices. 
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The  Septuagint 

B7  Andrzej  Niemojewski 


[The  oldest  and  most  important  of  all  the 
"Versions  of  the  Bib'e  made  by  Jews  is  the 
Septuagint-  According  to  the  Greek  historian 
Ansteas,  the  Pentateuch  was  translated  at  the 
time  of  Philadelphus,  the  second  Ptolemy, 
which  translation  was  encouraged  by  the  King 
and  welcomed  by  the  Jews  of  Alexandria. 
<jraetz  assigns  it  to  the  reign  of  Philameter, 
about  one  hundred  years  later.  The  Septua- 
:gint  was  revised  by  Aquila,  who  embodied  in 
his  revision  the  principles  of  the  strictest  lit- 
eral interpretation  of  the  text.  His  revision 
was  received  with  great  favor  by  Jews  who 
understood  Greek,  but  understood  no  Hebrew. 
The  second  revision  of  the  Septuagint  was 
made  by  a  convert  to  Judaism,  Theodotion. 
The  writer  of  the  fcrtlowing  story  is  a  young 
Polish  poet  of  great  talent.  His  legends  from 
Jewish  history  have  attracted  a  great  deal  of 
attention.  During  the  recent  agitation  in  Rus- 
sia, his  name  has  often  been  mentioned  as  a 
militant  advocate  of  Polish  freedom.] 


FOR  a  week  unusual  festivities  had 
prevailed  in  Alexandria.  KinK 
Ptolemy  Philadelphus,  the  mighty 
ruler  of  the  kingdom  of  Aj-Gabt, 
was  entertaining  seventy-two  sages  in  his 
palace. 

Every  day  when  the  sun  arose  from  its 
-saffron  couch,  there  gathered  on  the  banks 
•of  the  Mediterranean  Sea  a  countless  mul- 
titude of  youths,  maidens,  men  and  women. 
There  first  resounded  the  sweet  tones  of 
guiftars,  lutes,  and  golden-framed  harps. 
These  were  then  joined  by  flutes,  cymbals 
4md  trombones.  And  finally  a  chorus  of  a 
thousand  voices  chimed  in,  which  rang  out 
to  the  clear  heavens. 

But  after  that  a  holy  stillness  reigned 
in  the  city  for  the  rest  of  the  day.  No  one 
vent  out  into  the  streets;  even  in  the 
bouses  voices  were  hushed  to  whispers.    For 


the    mighty    ruler   of   Aj-Qabt,    the    Wise 
King,  was  conversing  with  the  sages. 

And  every  night,  when  the  setting  sim 
tinted  the  blue  of  the  Mediterranean  with 
gold,  the  same  countless  multitude  stood 
on  the  shore,  and  chanted  a  song,  which 
called  a  blessing  upon  the  departing  day. 
For  the  Wise  King  had  come  a  thought 
nearer  to  the  sages. 

Only  when  the  sapphire,  star-wreathed 
night  proclaimed  the  end  of  the  daily  con- 
ference, did  the  people,  clad  in  festal  array, 
leave  their  homes. 

T!housands  of  torches  flared  up.  The  pil- 
lars of  the  porticos  of  Bruchium  and 
Bhakotis,  bedecked  with  garlands  of  roses 
and  jasmine,  were  dotted  with  many-col- 
ored light.  From  the  acropolis  shone  a 
violet-colored  shaft  of  light. 

The  multitude  of  people  surged,  on  foot 
and  in  sedan-chairs,  before  the  white  mar- 
ble pillars  of  the  royal  palace,  on  the  gigan- 
tic terraces,  between  the  bronze  statues  and 
basalt  lions,  among  fountains,  myrtles  and 
cypresses.  Some  maidens  surrounded  them 
in  a  gigantic  semi-circle,  touching  their 
harps  with  the  plectron,  or  playing  with 
skilful  fingers  on  the  sweet-sounding  chords 
of  the  Dichordos  and  Sambulka. 

And  at  a  distance,  inclosing  these,  in 
semi -circles,  were  rows  of  youths,  with 
trumpets  and  drums.  Gold-embroidered 
purple,  interspersed  with  white  and  blue 
satini,  coveredi  their  brown  bodies  from 
breast  to  knees.  Golden  fillets  were  en- 
twined in  their  raven-black  hair.  The 
dark,  rg^-lipped  faces,  breathed  forth  the 
sweetness  of  spring  and  of  love,  and  the 
pupils  of  their  hlack  eyes  sparkled  like 
pearls. 

Out  of  large  bronze  vases  flickered  the 
flames  of  burning  incense,  casting  varie- 
gated reflections  on  the  female  dancers,  the 
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choruses,  the  multiitudes  of  people,  and  the 
palace,  in  which  the  Wise  King  had  estab- 
lished himself  with  the  seventy-two  sages 
for  the  festal  banquet. 

And  in  the  midst  of  this  sapphire  night 
there  sliim**ered,  far  away  in  the  wilderness, 
in  the  quiet  of  the  centuries,  forgotten 
pyramids,  moss-covered  sphinxes,  and  the 
decayed  labyrinths  of  the  sanctuaries  of 
Kameses.  iHere  the  new  civilization, 
marching  on  from  Hellas,  over  the  islands 
of  Greece,  had  erected  its  foundations,  and 
in  the  midst  of  this  new  civilization  there 
shone  forth  like  a  brilliant  meteor,  the 
new  idea,  which  for  the  present  had  com- 
pletely mastered  the  great  spirit  of  the 
Wise  King. 

He  had  spent  many  days  in  the  libraries 
at  Bruohium  or  Serapeum.  His  beautiful 
daughter,  Berenice,  would  hand  him  the 
precious  scrolls  of  Plato,  while  his  son, 
Energetes,  would  search  with  the  librarian, 
Demetrius  Phalereus,  for  rare  manuscripts. 
These  occupations  of  the  monarch  were 
interrupted  only  to  view  the  work  of  the 
extension  of  the  lake  of  Mareoti,  which  he 
had  begun  in  order  to  cheek  the  overflow- 
ing of  the  Nile. 

In  this  woi*k  one  hundred  thousand  He- 
brews groaned  in  awful  slavery,  driven  by 
the  lash  of  the  whips  of  the  overseers, 
exposed  to  the  burning  rays  of  the  sun, 
and  begrimed  with  the  mud  of  the  Nile, 
their  »*vertt**and  ftheir  tears.  When  the 
King  approached,  the  whips  rested  and  the 
harsh  calls  of  the  overseers  were  silenced. 
The  king  leaned  on  his  son's  shoulder. 
Berenice  walked  ahead. 

The  wretched,  naked  slaves,  clothed  only 
around  the  loins  with  filthy  rags,  stood 
erect  at  the  sight  of  them,  glanced  with 
silent  entreaty  at  the  beautiful  princess, 
and,  without  uttering  a  word,  revealed  their 
wounds.  And  when  she  passed  them  by 
without  even  looking  at  them,  deep  sighs 
escaped  them  and  utter  homelessness 
was  imprinted  upon  their  haggard  faces. 
And  this  Wise  King,  who  meditated  on 
Plato's  idea  of  immortality,  whose  noble 
heart  beat  with  more  animation  upon  read- 
ing Socrates'  "Apology,"   whose  keen   un- 


derstanding had  penetrated  all  the  writinga 
of  Aristotle — ^he  saw  not  the  wretchedness 
and  misery  of  these  toilers  of  the  earth,, 
heard  not  their  sighs,  saw  not  the 
blood  dripping  from  the  rods  of  the  over- 
seers,  nor  the  uncovered  wounds,  nor  the 
faces  full  of  fear. 

On  the  contrary,  he  believed  that  the 
structures  were  great  woiiis  of  civilization,, 
which  he  would  leave  to  posterity.  But 
how  many  tears  he  would   be   leaving  to 

posterity of  this  he  did  not  think.     To 

him  those  slaves  were  not  human.  Even 
his  great  master,  as  appeared  in  his  works, 
could  not  conceive  of  an  ideal  republic 
without  slaves. 

Ruler  and  wise  man  at  the  same  time, 
he  connected  every  consequence  with  its 
cause,  the  plant  with  the  seed,  the  blow 
with  the  wjund,  so  far  as  he,  Berenice, 
Energetes  and  the  three  thousand  citizens 
were  concerned.  On  the  other  hand,  every 
common  bond  ceased  to  exist  for  him 
whether  it  concerned  the  six  hundred  thou- 
sand Alexandrian  slaves,  or  those  one  hun- 
dred thousand  Hebrews,  who  were  digging 
in  the  black  mud  of  the  Lake  of  Mareoti. 
One  day  Demetrius  rushed  in  to  him, 
breathless — as  he  was  of  a  very  impetuous 
nature,  he  never  .allowed  himself  to  be  an- 
nounced by  the  guard.  In  his  hand  he  held 
a  scroll. 

"May  it  please  your  Majesty  to  read  this." 
he  cried  in  tones  which  trembled  with  ex- 
citement. "A  new  world  of  thought  is  op- 
ened here!" 

The  astonished  king  took  the  first  scroll 
from  his  hand.  The  handwriting  was  in 
Hebrew, 

"This  is  the  Book  of  Genesis,"  declared 
Demetrius.  "And  here,  also,  are  the  Books 
of  Exodus,  Leviticus,  Numbers  and  Deuter- 
onomy— the  whole  renowned  Pentateuch  t 
Energetes  is  bringing  you  the  scrolls  of 
the  Psalms,  those  Songs  of  Songs,  which 
ring  with  the  joy  and  the  sorrows,  the  la- 
mentations, the  despair  and  the  triumphs 
of  thousands  of  generations." 

The  king  glanced  at  the  Book  of  Gene- 
sis, brought  it  nearer  to  the  light,  but  as 
he     had     not     thoroughly     mastered     the 
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langruage  of  the  text,  handed  the  folded 
scroll  to  Demetrius,  who  took  it  and,  hold- 
ing it  up,  read  the  fir&rt  section  in  a  solemn 
voiee. 

The  king  listened  attentively.  Then  he 
rested^is  chin  on  his  hand,  sat  up  erect, 
and  exclaimed: 

"Excellent,  sublime!" 

From  this  time  on  Demetrius  was 
obliged  to  read  scroll  after  scroll  every 
day,  and  to  translate  the  difficult  passages 
into  Greek.  There  were  many  things,  how- 
ever, that  he  could  not  explain. 

Thereupon  he  summoned  from  Memphis 
Aristeas,  the  Hebrew,  who  was  known  there 
as  a  great  philosopher.  He  expounded  it 
to  the  king,  verse  by  verse,  line  by  line,  at 
first  hesitatingly,  but  constantly  becoming 
bolder. 

And  now  the  king  did  not  allow  the 
learned  Hebrew  to  leave  his*side,  not  even 
when  he  betook  himself  to  the  Lake  of 
Mareoti  to  examine  the  progress  of  the 
works. 

One  day,  when  he  happened  to  be  at 
that  place,  he  suddenly  interrupted  the 
philosopher's  discourse,  looked  attentively 
upon  the  numerous  mud-bespattered, 
wretched  countenances,  then  upon  Aristeas, 
and  again  upon  the  workmen. 

"Are  these  thy  brothers?" 

'Tes,"  said  Aristeas. 

"Then  it  was  from  this  tribe  that  that 
writing"  came?" 

A  faint  red  stole  over  the  face  of  Aris- 
teas, but  from  his  eyes  looked  unspeakable 
sorrow. 

The  monarch,  however,  glancing  at  the 
mass  of  miserable  people,  whispered,  as 
it  were,  to  himself,  "A  great  tribe  I  A 
great  tribe!" 

On  that  day  he  issued  a  procla- 
mation, and  one  hundred  thousand  He- 
brews were  emancipated.  The  wretched 
host,  overcome  with  joy,  rushed  to  the  city 
like  a  whirlwind,  surrounded  the  royal 
palace  on  every  side,  and  broke  out  into 
pitiful  warling. 

The  frightened  Alexandrians  rushed 
from  their  homes  and  looked  with  ques- 
tioning glances  towiard  the  palace. 


Even  the  crews  of  the  ships,  steering  for 
the  Island  of  Pharos,  looked  out  toward 
the  land.  For  this  weeping  that  poured 
from  one  hundred  thousand  human  hearts 
reverberated  for  many  miles  out  over  the 
sea 

Later  the  king  read  the  Psalms  with 
Aristeas.  And  when  he  had  learned  to  know 
them,  he  wished  with  all  his  heart  that  the 
world  might  know  them,  and  that  this  en- 
lightenment might  come  from  him. 

Following  the  advice  of  Aristeas,  he  sent 
a  letter  with  a  message  to  the  High  Priest 
at  Jerusalem,  asking  him  to  send  him  six 
of  the  most  learned  men  from  every  tribe,, 
to  translate  these  great  books  into  Greek. 

But  before  the  embassy  had  arrived  at 
the  capital  of  Palestine,  the  news  of  the- 
freeing  of  the  slaves  bad  reached  that  city. 

A  joyous  cry  rang  throughout  the  king- 
dom, from  Lebanon  to  the  springs  of  the- 
Jordan.  Almost  beside  themselves,  moth- 
ers hastened  to  meet  returning  sons,  and 
sobbing  women  their  husbands,  and  even 
blind  fathers  had  themselves  led  forward  to 
meet  the  arrivals. 

"The  writing  has  set  us  free!"  resounded 
through  the  valleys. 

"The  writing  has  set  them  free!"  rang 
throughout  the  valleys. 

A  procession  of  seventy-two  sages,  with 
retinue  and  servants,  in  chariots  and  on 
horseback,  started  at  once  for  Alexandria. 

And  these  sages  ^ent  forth  as  if  they^ 
were  going,  not  toward  the  gnave,  but  to 
a  second  youth. 

In  Alexandria,  near  the  "Gate  of  the 
Sun,"  the  ruler  of  Aj-Gabt,  leaning  on  th^ 
shoulders  of  Energetes  and  the  youthful 
Berenice,  welcomed  them. 

A  dazzling  retinue  surrounded  the  king. 
Choruses  resounded  from  the  battlements. 
.  The  procession,  with  the  royal  fam- 
ily at  its  head,  made  its  way  toward  the 
royal  palace.  To  each  of  the  sages  was 
assigned  a  separate  apartment  and  special 
servants,  in  order  that  they  might  want 
for  nothing  in  their  venerable  old  age. 

But  the  Wise  King  wished  to  put  their 
knowledge  to  the  test  before  entrusting  to 
them  the  responsibility  of  so  great  a  work 
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AS  the  translating  of  the  scrolls. 

Every  day,  after  morning  prayers,  when 
the  harps,  sambuki,  lutes,  flutes,  trombones 
and  drums  resounded,  And  the  chorus 
joined  in,  the  king  gathered  the  sages  about 
him,  and  argued  with  them. 

Then  a  solemn  stillness  spread  over  Alex- 
andria until  sunset,  when  the  same  multi- 
tude of  people  gathered  on  the  banks  of  the 
river  to  bid  farewell  to  «and  to  bless  the 
departing  day.  For  each  day  brought  the 
king  a  little  nearer  to  the  sages  in  thought. 

Finally,  on  the  seventh  day,  the  confer- 
•ence  came  to  a  close. 

From  the  basalt  lions  on  the  terraces, 
along  the  pillared  halls  of  Bruchium,  to 
the  "Gate  of  the  Moon,"  and  from  this, 
further  along  the  bank,  stood  a  living 
espalier  of  youths,'  maidens  and  men,  play- 
ing instruments  and  strewing  heliotrope, 
gilly-flowers  and  roses. 

Near  the  shore  there  were  gliding  about 
ships,  with  curved  beaks  and  purple,  gold- 
embroidered   sails,   wreathed   with  flowers. 

The  sages  were  to  betake  themselves  to 
the  neighboring  Isle  of  Pharos,  in  order  to 
finish  there  the  immortal  work  in  peace  and 
quietude  under  the  palms — the  translating 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  which  was  later  to 
be  called  the  Writ  of  the  "72,"  or  "The 
Septuagint." 

Before  the  sages  took  leave  of  the  Wise 
King,  the  oldest,  Ezechias,  a  man  of  almost 
one  hundred  years,  stepped  forward  from 
their  midst  and  delivered  lan  address. 

A  solemn  stillness  reigned. 

Ezechias  exalted  at  first  the  power  of  the 
Almighty,  who  had  inspired  the  Law-giver 
and  the  prophets  to  write  such  Scriptures. 

Then  he  praised  the  ruler  of  the  king- 
dom of  Aj-Gabt,  who,  under  the  influence 
of  that  Holy  Writ,  had  accomplished  a 
greater  work  than  the  erection  of  Solomon's 
Temple  or  the  seventy  towers  of  Zion — 
for  he  had  freed  one  hundred  thousand 
human  beings.  .  .  .  No  one  before  him 
had  ever  accomplished  such  a  deed  since 
the  creation  of  the  world.     .    .    . 

Here  on  these  flower-bededced  terraces 
had  resounded  the  outburst  of  human  weep- 
ing over  the  attainment  of  freedom. 


For  this  reason,  here,  too,  on  these  beau- 
tiful terraces,  a  word  of  warning  should 
be  pronounced.     .     .     . 

The  Writing  has  set  them  free,  the  Writ- 
ing would  be  spread  throughout  the  world, 
to  make  them  known  to  all  the  nations  of 
the  earth;  therefore  should  they  remain 
ever  true  to  it.     .     .     . 

Whosoever  betrayeth  the  text,  or  is  faith- 
less or  not  faithful  enough  to  it  .  .  . 
whosoever  perverteth  it,  changeth  it,  or 
polluteth  it  by  word  or  deed  .  ,  .  whoso- 
ever omitteth  one  jot  or  tittle  in  its  trans- 
lation— may  he  fall  a  victim  to  slavery  as 
awful  as  was  that  from  which  the  Scripture 
has  freed  its  sons  and  grandsons  .  .  . 
from  which  it  has  redeemed  one  hundred 
thousand  wretches  who  groaned  at  the  dig- 
ging of  the  Lake  of  Mareoti,  and  who  now 
breathe  in  freedom  the  holy  air  of  Pales- 
tine. 

The  multitude  was  deeply  touched. 

The  sages  solemnly  stretched  out  their 
right  hands,  holding  up  two  fingers,  and 
took  the  oath. 

Trembling  from  head  to  foot,  Berenice 
clung  to  her  father.  Energestes  hid  his  face 
in  his  hands.  From  the  stem  face  of  the 
Wise  King  tears  dropped  down  on  his 
white,  gold-embroidered  robe. 

And  through  the  flower -strewn  lane 
formed  by  the  maidens,  youths  and  men, 
the  procession  of  sages  moved  toward 
the  "Gate  of  the  Moon"  find  the  sea. 

When  they  had  embarfced  on  the  ships, 
the  people  threw  flowers  after  them,  women 
tore  golden  ornaments  from  their  hair  and 
cast  them  after  them,  young  men  leaped  into 
the  sea,  and,  midst  joyous  shouts,  swam 
around  the  skilfully  carved  sides  of  the 
ship.  On  all  sides  resounded  trombones, 
lyres,  cymbals,  harps  and  flutes. 

Ptolemy,  standing  on  a  platform,  waved 
a  f.'nal  farewell  to  them.  Three  pair  of 
oarstnen  began  to  ply  their  oars,  and  a 
gentle  wind  lightly  inflated  the  purple  sails. 
The  ships  moved  out  into  the  open  sea. 

And  at  the  same,  instant  the  sun  touched 
the  Tiorizon  with  its  flaming  disk.  Burning 
rci  overspread  sky  and  sea.  The  garland- 
badecked  ships,  with  the  sages  on  the  deck, 
passed  from  view. 
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The  Kiug  grave  a  signal.  The  choruseB 
grew  silent.  The  people  on  the  shore,  like 
scattered  blossoms,  glanced  silently  at  that 
red  and  <at  the  ships,  disappearing  in  the 
distance. 

And  beyond  that  red,  on  the  surface  of 
the  broad  sea,  the  chorus  of  the  departing 
sages  began  to  sing  the  Psahn — . 

'Traise  the  Lord,  all  ye  nations,  glorify 
Him,  all  ye  peoples." 

The  Lunatic 


By  L.  Fthkhtg 


He  was  known  in  the  whole  town  as  '*the 
Lunatic" :  no  one  knew  his  real  name.  His 
appearance  on  the  Market  Place  was  a  sig- 
nal for  the  old  women  at  the  tables  to  take 
their  stand  in  front  of  them  to  defend  their 
wares.  Por  when  hunger  pressed  him  hard 
he  would  unceremoniously  help  himself.  If 
nothing  was  said  he  would  satisfy  himself 
with  a  couple  of  rolls  and  an  apple;  but  if 
opposition  was  offered,  then  his  dull,  gray 
watery  eyes  would  light  up  with  a  peculiar 
fire  and  he  would  upset  the  tables,  scatter 
the  cakes  and  fruit,  and  run  off  amid  the 
cries  of  the  scolding  women. 

In  the  summer  he  was  a  conspicuous  char- 
acter in  the  streets  of  the  town.  He  was 
tall,  thin,  with  deep  set  gray  eyes,  a  large 
head  of  unkempt  sandy  hair,  and  an  un- 
shaven face.  His  clothing  was  old  and 
tattered,  exposing  in  many  places  his  bare 
body.  He  wore  a  long  yellow  overcoat  both 
winter  and  summer.  His  toes  peeped  out 
froip  his  torn  shoes.  His  voice  was  hoarse, 
his  shriek  terrifying,  and  his  moan  pitiful. 
But  he  was  a  harmless  lunatic.  All  he  did 
was  to  wander  about  the  cemetery  daily, 
rain  or  shine,  and  sadly  scan  the  inscrip- 
tions on  the  numerous  tombstones.  When 
he  found  the  name  Leah  on  any  of  them,  he 
would  lie  down  on  the  ground  beside  it  and 
moan  and  sob  for  hours.  Several  times 
be  was  found  early  in  the  morning  asleep 
on  a  grave. 

During  the  cold  winter  months  he  would 


spend  a  great  part  of  the  day  in  the  Beth^ 
Hamidrash.  There  he  could  be  seen  crouch^ 
ing  in  a  comer  on  a  bench  behind  the  well- 
heated  stove,  either  looking  into  space  with 
a  vacant  stare,  or  else  whittling  away  at  a 
piece  of  wood  with  an  old  rusty  knife.. 
Thus  he  would  sit  for  a  long  while  and  then, 
with  a  sudden  start  rush  out  of  the  place. 

His  most  dreaded  enemies  were  the  street 
urchins.  Particularly  did  he  fear  them  in. 
simimer  when  they  swaimed  the  streets. 
When  they  recognised  him  in  the  distance^ 
by  his  yellow  coat^  they  would  pursue  him 
with  jeers  and  shouts  of  ''Here  he  is!  the- 
Lunatic  I  Lunatic  t "  and  they  would  pelt 
him  with  stones,  pieces  of  wood,  and  rotten 
apples.  At  the  sight  of  them  he  would  start, 
oflf  at  full  speed,  stopping  every  now  and 
then  just  long  enough  to  pick  up  and  throw 
a,  mis3ile,  and  to  cast  furtive  glances  over 
his  shoulders.  It  was  a  pity  to  see  the  poor 
creature  trying  to  evade  danger,  turning 
around  every  moment  with  eyes  expressing 
terror,  and  defending  his  head  with  his  arm 
or  his  coat-lapel.  Once  out  of  the  town 
limits,  he  felt  secure;  for. the  children  never 
pursued  him  that  far.  There  he  would  sit 
down  upon  the  grass,  wipe  his  perspiring 
brow  with  his  coat-sleeve,  take  out  whatever 
food  he  had  in  his  pockets,  and  share  it 
with  the  birds.  He  was  passionately  fond  of 
birds;  for  %irds,"  said  he,  "don't  throw 
stones  at  me,  but  sing,  to  me  and  soothe  my 
aching  heart."  After  musing  away  for 
some  time  he  would  go  to  the  cemetery  for 
a  few  hours,  as  usual,  and  then  return  to  the 
Beth-Hamidrash. 

Sometimes  he  was  seen  sitting  on  a  door- 
step, absorbed  in  thought,  with  glistening 
tears  rolling  down  his  haggard  face.  People 
said  those  were  the  moments  when  his  mind 
was  normal  and  he  was  like  one  of  us.  If 
in  one  of  those  sane  moments  a  slice  of 
bread  or  a  bowl  of  soup  was  offered  him,  he 
gladly  accepted  it.  But  these  moments  were 
rare  occurrences. 

One  day  he  saw  a  funeral  procession 
going  through  the  streets.  He  inquired  of 
the  bystanders  who  it  was  that  had  died ;  he 
was  told  that  a  beautiful  girl  who  was  to  be 
married  that  very  night  had  died  the  day 
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before;  that  the  assembled  guest  were  now 
attending  her  funeral  instead  of  her  mar- 
xiage.  He  was  visibly  moved  by  this  ead 
^tory.  ''Was  her  name  Leah?"  he  asked 
with  a  quivering  voice.  He  followed  the 
procession  to  the  cemetery,  and  when  the 
Kabbi  in  the  course  of  his  eulogy  mentioned 
the  name  of  the  deceased,  the  Lunatic 
Tushed  to  the  edge  of  the  newly-dug.  grave, 
to  the  amazement  of  the  mourners,  and  gaz- 
ing with  glazed  eye  at  the  coffin  in  the  grave 
exclaimed,  hoarsely,  "No,  no,  Her  name  is 
Leah, —  Leah  is  her  name  I"  Ever  since 
that  incident  he  ceased  wandering  about  the 
graves,  but  visited  daily  the  grave  of  that 
one  girl.  "Just  as  crazy  as  ever,"  said  the 
townspeople,  and  shook  their  heads. 

It  is  a  number  of  years  since  I  have  left 
my  native  town.  Recently  a  friend  of  mine 
•came  from  that  neighborhood.  Li  the 
course  of  our  conversation  I  inquired  about 
the  Lunatic.  "Oh,"  said  he  with  a  wave  of 
his  hand:  ''he  disappeared  in  the  winter  of 
1900,  and  no  one  knows  with  certainty  what 
become  of  him.  But  the  following  spring, 
when  the  snow  melted  away,  a  body  was 
found  in  the  cemetery,  decayed  beyond  re- 
<50gnition." 

Poor  fellow  !  Perhaps  it  was  he;  perhaps 
"he  fell  asleep  during  one  of  his  daily  visits 
and  was  covered. with  snow.  No  one  in  our 
town  kneiw  where  he  came  from,  and  no  one 
Imows  where  he  went  to. 


The  CaU 

From  the  Yidditli  of  H.  D.  Naomborf 

A  clear,  frosty  winter's  night,  and  a  small 
village  fast  asleep.  The  moon  floats  serene- 
ly in  a  clear  blue  sky  and  throws  a  pallid 
light  upon  the  small,  bent  wooden  shanties. 
Only  the  chimney  of  the  one  large  factory 
of  the  village,  and  the  steeple  of  the  church, 
penetr-a.te  the  sky,  and  raise  black  shadows. 

Below  the  thousands  of  twinkling  stars 
the  frozen  snow  crystals  return  myriads  of 
beams  that  shimmer  and  shiver  in  the  air, 
which  is  cold  and  rigid.    There  is  no  move- 


ment. The  wooden  shanties  bend  to  the 
ground,  asleep,  perhaps  dreaming,  and 
black  darkness  looks  out  of  their  windows. 

From  one  of  the  windows  a  weak,  trembl- 
ing light  makes  its  way  into  the  darkness. 
A  stifled,  whimpering  voice  is  heard,  that  of 
a  sick  child,  waking  and  crying.  Then  one 
hears  the  regular  tap  of  the  cradle,  which 
moves  with  a  monotonous  beat.  The  voice 
is  finally  hushed,  and  the  clatter  of  the  cra- 
dle ceases. 

Once  more  the  Night  reigns  supreme,  and, 
closely  within  its  embrace,  the  World  is 
silent,  as  if  afraid  to  speak  in  the  presence 
of  the  beautiful  Queen  of  the  Night. 

Only  the  impudent  Town-clock  is  not 
awed  by  the  silence.  Every  quarter  of  an 
hour  he  announces,  in  a  brief  laconic  re- 
port, the  time  of  night,  how  late  it  is.  how 
long  the  Night  will  be  mistress  of  the 
Wvjrld. 

The  Town-clock  is  known  as  an  impud- 
ent instrument.  Pure  reason  created  him, 
and  gave  him  his  weapons:  twelve  figures, 
two  hands  and  a  bell.  "You  cover  your  eyes ; 
you  do  not  wish  to  see, — then  hear!" 

— Clang  I.  ..Clang!.  ..It  has  struck  four. 

But  the  Night  does  not  seem  to  under- 
stand the  Town-clock's  language,  and  as  if 
she  were  convinced  that  she  will  reign  ior- 
ever,  she  covers  the  World  with  a  silent, 
mystical  mantle. 

The  people  of  the  village  have  been  fast 
asleep,  in  a  deep,  «after-midnight  sleep.  They 
rest  their  weary  limbs  on  what  ever  resting 
pHace  they  can  secure.  The  young  x)eople 
are  asleep  on  half -broken  beds,  and  they  lie 
close  together  in  order  to  warm  up  their 
cold  limbs.  The  old  people  shiver  over  the 
cooling  ovens.  In  the  Jewish  homes,  the 
ovens  are  deserted,  but  before  it,  huddled 
and  pressed  together,  like  goods  packed  in  a 
case,  in  curious  sleep-benches,  hands  and 
feet  interwoven,  are  to  be  seen  a  few  smalil, 
pale  childish  faces  peeping  out,  and  skull- 
caps are  thrown  about.  But  all  the  faces, 
in  the  beds  and  on  the  ovens,  in  Jewish  as 
well  as  in  Christian  homes,  a  strange  con- 
tentment rules,  and  through  their  noses 
they  snore  out  a  sort  of  song  of  praise  to  the 
Good  and  Merciful  Creator  who  has  created 
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for  them  such  a  good  night  for  such  sweet 
slumher. 

Oh  unhappy  people!  IIow  great  a  com- 
fort you  conceive  it  when  you  have  ceased 
for  a  moment  to  suffer  pain ! 

The  snwller  hand  of  the  Town-clook 
moves  away  from  the  Four  and  draws  near 
to  the  Five.  From  the  steps  of  a  store  the 
night-watchman  picks  himself  up,  yawns, 
stretches  his  mouth  wide  open,  and  goes 
home  to  sleep.  The  Night  is  disturbed  by  a 
jubilant  "Kukereku!" 

Then  it  seems  as  if  the  Night  gave  a 
shudder,  feeling  that  her  end  is  near. 

Clang!.  .Clang!. .  It  has  struck  five. 

At  the  same  moment  a  shrill,  long  drawn- 
out  shriek  is  heard  from  the  whistle  of  the 
factory.  The  whistling  moves  through  the 
air,  passes  up  and  down  the  village,  presses 
its  way  through  the  windows  of  the  houses, 
and  ca'Us : 

"Wheeuu.  .eeee!  Arise,  sleepers,  arise  to 
labor!" 

A  few  seconds  later  the  young  people 
move  in  their  beds,  turn  around  several 
times,  from  one  side  to  the  other,  yawn, 
and  finally  arise. 

A  young  mother,  whose  eyes  are  still  shut, 
takes  her  child  to  her  breast,  and  presses  it 
violently  into  the  mouth  of  the  child.  The 
chfid  must  be  nursed  now,. for  it  will  remain 
alone  until  the  taotter  returns  for  her  miid- 
day  meal. 

The  young  people  perform  their  ablutions 
hurriedly,  place  their  lunches  in  their  pock- 
ets, having  taiken  them  from  the  table  where 
they  had  been  pkiced  the  night  before.  Then 
it  is  quiet  again. 

But  now  the  church  bell  moves.  Evertly 
and  slowly  it  rings.  Another  responds  in  a 
lower  key,  but  faster,  and  the  two  unite  and 
produce  a  sad  harmony.  And  their  ringing 
fills  the  air,  hammers  at  the  walls  of  the 
shanties,  steals  through  the  windows  and 
into  the  ears  of  the  sleepers,  and  cal-ls : 

"Clangr,  clang,  clang! Clang,  clang, 

clang! Arise,  ye  sleepers,  arise  to  serve 

your  God."    There    is    a  bustle    over    the 
ovens.    The  old  men  yawn,  and  "arise. 
The  street  is  not  deserted  now.    Human 


figures  can  be  seen.  Old  and  young,  men 
and  women,  hurry  in  two  directions:  the 
young  peopile  into  the  factory,  the  old  people 
into  the  church. 

The  Jewish  stores  are  opened.  The 
Shanmias  knocks  with  his  hammer  on  the 
doors  of  Jewish  homes,  and  wakes  the  con- 
gregation to  prayers.  Mechanics  with  tale- 
sim  and  tephilin  under  ^eir  arms  hurry 
into  the  Beth  Hamidtash. 

Some  time  latter,  the  Town -clock  rang 
out  seven  times,  and  gave  notice  that  the 
Sun  would  soon  appear. 

And  far  below  the  shanties,  the  Sun  ap- 
peared, fresh  and  red,  and  saturated  the  air 
in  all  directions  with  bright,  enheartening 
beams  of  light,  and  he  too  pressed  into  the 
homes   through   the   windows,   and   called: 

"Arise,  men  and  women,  arise!  Arise*  to 
serve  yourselves!  Holy  is  mankind!" 

But  he  found  no  one  at  home,  no  one 
asleep,  but  each  serving  his  master:  some 
serving  men,  some  serving  God. 

The  Sun  threw  an  angry  look  upon  the 
Earth,  and  hid  himself  behind  a  heavy 
cloud. 


— When  Judaism  shall  have  returned  to  its 
source,  and  the  Jews,  wherever  they  live  in 
the  disperswn,  no  matter  how  safe  their  re- 
treat, shall  turn  in  loving  thought  not  only 
to  the  Jerusalem  of  the  past  and  the  future, 
but  also  to  the  Jerusalem  of  their  own  day 
....  the  idea  will  spring  up  of  its  own  ac- 
cord, as  an  "immediate,  spontaneous  issue 
from  feeling,"  from  the  feeling  of  love  for 
Judaism  and  for  its  land.-  Asher  Ginsberg, 
(1892.) 

— Zionism  is  called  a  dream,  and  the  possi- 
bility of  its  practical  realization  is  disputed. 
....  This  criticism  of  a  simply  negative 
character  may  be  left  to  rest  as  it  is.  Its  only 
correct  refutation  is  deeds,  such  as  Zionism 
has  already  accomplished  and  intends  further 
to  accomplish. — Max  Nordau  (1903.) 

Nationality  is  a  fine  thing  which  stirs  people 
up  and  binds  them  together,  even  if  the  forms 
which  that  expression  take  are  not  always 
those  which  we  should  ourselves  think  best. 
—James  Brvce  (1907)- 
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THE   IIACCABAEAN. 


The  Decadence  of  French  Jevnry 


OiM  to  Lack  of  Jewish  National  CoiucioiisiiOM 


Dr.  Max  Nordau  contributes  a  trenchant 
letter  to  the  London  JeTjuish  Chronicle  on  <he 
decadence  of  Judaism  in  France,  in  which  he 
expresses  the  opinion  that  French  Judaism 
can  be  rescued  only  by  means  of  a  re-awaken- 
ing of  Jewish  national  Consciousness.  We 
quote  the  letter  in  full: 

"Sir:— The  letter  of  your  Paris  correspon- 
dent on  the  decadence  of  Judaism  in  France 
only  describes  facts  which  are  known  to  every 
observer.  The  law  for  the  Separation  of 
Church  and  Sute  has  discbsed  a  situation 
which  hitherto  had  been  hidden  from  most 
people  by  a  deceptive  cloak.  The  official  or- 
ganization of  French  Judaism  formed  a  fa- 
cade which  was  very  imposing,  but  which  had 
nothing  behind  it.  It  furnished  a  super- 
structure of  Consistoires  wth  a  Central  Con- 
sistoire,  and  a  Rotljschild  as  President;  it 
furnished  a  hierarchy  of  clergymen  with  Rab- 
bins and  a  Grand  Rabbin  at  their  head;  it 
furnished  a  budget  of  public  worship  of 
French  Judaism,  guaranteed  by  the  State. 
This  Judaism  was  a  State  establishment,  a 
wheel  in  the  mechanism  of  the  French  Govern- 
ment, an  imposing  structure  which  appeared  to 
be  strong,  and  to  stand  on  a  firm  foundation. 
The  Jews,  however,  who  could  give  substance 
and  life  to  this  structure,  became  long  ago 
more  indifferent  to  it,  and  for  many  years  past 
interested  themselves  in  its  working  only  if 
they  were  ambitious  to  become  members  of 
the  Consistoire. 

"Now  that  the  State  has  separated  itself 
from  the  Synagogue,  as  it  has  done  from  the 
Church,  the  official  facade  of  French  Judaism 
has  collapsed,  and  it  is  disclosed  in  all  its  piti- 
ful weakness  and  decrepitude. 

"I  but  express  what  so  many  know,  but 
carefully  conceal.  French  Judaism  hitherto 
has  lived  on  the  Rothschild  family.  For  the 
past  eighty  years  the  Rothschilds  have  been 
accustomed  to  cover  the  deficit  of  Jewish  pub- 
lic worship,  remaining  after  the  subvention 
from  the  State  had  been  taken  into  account. 
Now  that  this  subvention  is  withdrawn,   the 


French  Jews  will  undoubtedly  expect  the 
Rothschilds  to  defray  the  entire  expenses  of 
Jewish  public  worship  in  France.  Jews  them- 
selves have  not  been  accustomed  to  exert 
themselves,  and*  they  will  not  learn  to  do  so^ 
now. 

"The  question  is  frequently  asked:  What 
will  be  the  future  of  French  Judaism?  Let 
us  put  the  future  aside.  Suffice  to  speak  of 
the  present. 

'The  present  situation  of  French  Judaism? 
It  is  a  sad  state  of  affairs.  If  French  Juda- 
ism had  not  been  assured  by  an  extensive  im- 
migration, it  is  probable  that  it  would  not  be 
in  existence  at  the  present  moment.  Of  the 
descendants  of  the  French  members  of  Na- 
poleon's Synhedrion,  not  half  are  now  Jews; 
and  even  those  who  have  not  abjured  Judaism 
have  many  Christians  in  their  families.  There 
is  not  a  single  Jewish  house  of  more  than  half 
a  century's  standing  which  has  not  become  re- 
lated by  marriage  to  Christians.  Yet  another 
generation,  and  not  one  of  these  old  families 
of  French  Jews  will  any  longer  adhere  to  Ju- 
daism. 

"The  poor,  the  young  and  the  uneducated 
have  remained  true  to  Judaism,  but  no  sooner 
had  a  Jewish  family  attained  wealth  and  cul- 
ture, entered  into  higher  careers,  and  been 
seized  with  ambition,  than  it  was  at  once,  or  in 
the  nex^  generation,  lost  to  Judaism. 

"Immigration  from  Alsace  and  South  Ger- 
many put  a  check  on  these  defections.  These 
German  Jews  brought  with  them  piety,  respect 
for  tradition,  Jewish  sentiment,  and  often  Jew- 
ish science.  It  was  these  immigrants  whom 
one  met  chiefly,  if  not  exclusively,  in  the  syna- 
gogue, who  in  their  homes  celebrated  the  beau- 
tiful Jewish  ceremonies  of  the  Seder,  the  Suk- 
kah,  and  Chanuka,  who  insisted  that  their 
children  should  learn  some  Hebrew,  and  be 
instructed  in  Jewish  religion.  Their  zeal  pre- 
served the  first,  and  often  the  second,  genera- 
tion. In  the  third  generation  they  were  mostly 
swallowed  up.  The  grandchildren,  of  the  im- 
migrant German  Jews  are  no  longer  to  be 
distinguished,  from  the  old  French  Jews ;  they 
are  alienated  from  Judaism  and  everything 
that  is  Jewish  to  as  great  an  extent  as  the 
others. 

"The   past   quarter   of   a   century    has   wit- 
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nessed  a  heavy  immigration  of  East-European 
Jews — from     Galicia,    Roumania,    but    chiefly 
from  Russia — which  is  still  growing,  so  that 
now    the     Russian    and    Polish    elements    in 
France  are  double  the  number  of  the  French 
and  German  Jews.    They  cannot  be  regarded 
as  belonging  to  F"rench  Judaism;  they  do  not 
even    come    into    contact    with    French    Jews, 
whom    they    scarcely    consider    to    be    their 
fellows   in    race   and   religion.     They   wish   to 
have  nothing   to  do  with  the  latter's   Rabbis, 
synagogues  and  communal  institutions.     They 
have   brought    with    them,   or    sent    for,   their 
ovm    Rabbis;    they    have    opened    their    own 
houses  of  worship  and  created  their  own  so- 
cieties.    How  long  will  this  separate  existence 
last?     This  cannot  be  predicted,  but  sooner  or 
later    the    descendants    of    the    Russians    and 
Poles  will  freely  adopt  the  French  local  color. 
It   is    possible,    however,    that    with   them   the 
strong  Jewish    feelings   of   their   fathers    may 
last  longer,  and  the  tendency  towards  assimi- 
lation  be   more   effectively   withstood   than    is 
the  case  with  the  French  Jews. 

"The  decay  of  French  Judaism  is  not  in 
doubt.  F'rench  Judaism  has  no  future,  for  it 
has  no  present.  This  is  quite  natural.  Wihy 
should  French  Jews  remain  true  to  Judaism? 
For  more  than  one  hundred  years  it  has  been 
dinned  into  their  ears  that  the  Jews  are  not  a 
nation,  but  only  a  religious  community;  that 
they  are  nothing  but  Frenchmen,  and  that  they 
cannot  have  any  other  ideal  than  the  national 
French  ideal.  The  bond  of  natural  solidarity 
between  all  Jews  has  been  torn  asunder  by 
these  teachings.  The  French  Jew  knows  noth- 
ing of  the  past  history  of  his  people;  Jewish 
saence,  Jewish  tradition,  Jewish  etnics,  all  are 
strange  to  them.  His  Judaism  is  to  him  noth- 
ing but  an  inherited  belieL  As  long  as  he  re- 
mains a  believer,  his  religion  binds  him  to 
Judaism.  But  as  soon  as  he  becomes  indiffer- 
ent to  belief  he  loses  the  last  shred  of  interest 
in  Judaism,  and  no  longer  feels  himself  a  Jew. 
How  many  French  Jews  still  hold  religious 
beliefs?  I  will  not  make  any  guesses  as  to 
their  number;  but  it  is  certainly  very  small. 
Ji  Judaism  is  only  a  religion,  then  religious  in- 
difference will  soon  put  an  end  to  Judaism. 

"But  should  the  efforts  to  impress  the  Jew- 
ish youth  in  France  with  the  consciousness 
of  their  ethnical  individuality,  with  all  its  con- 
.•^uences,  end  in  failure,  then  French  Juda- 
^^tn  is  doomed  with  deadly  certainty  to  speedy 
^ecav. 


What  Shall  ZionisU  Do  to  Take 

Advantage  of  Dr.  Lewhi't 

Visit  to  America? 


Dr.  Lewin's  visit  to  America  has  aroused 
enthusiasm  and  national  feeling  in  ,every 
city  he  has  visited.  He  has  made  an  im- 
pression not  only  upon  Zionists,  but  also 
upon  those  who  have  hitherto  refused  to 
aid  us  in  our  national  endeavors.  He  has 
spoken  to  German  as  well  as  Russian  Jew; 
he  has  spoken  with  fervor,  with  sincerity, 
and  with  a  broad  knowledge  of  Jewish  life 
and  its  problems.  Whoever  has  heard  him 
has  felt  impelled  to  do  something  for  the 
cause  he  has  advocated. 

But   what   shall  be   done? 

The  Executive  of  the  Federation  has 
been  considering  the  appointment  of  a  paid 
agitator,  who  will  go  from  city  to  city  en- 
couraging Zionist  workers  and  strengthen- 
ing Zionist  societies.  The  movement  is 
in  need  of  a  man  to  do  this  work,  but  there 
are  great  difficulties  in  the  way,  and  much 
depends  upon  the  Zionist  societies,  whether 
thev  will  stand  the  expense  of  the  agita- 
tor s  traveling. 

Then,  again.  Dr.  Lewin  himself  has  pro- 
posed the  establishment  of  a  Hebrew  High 
School  in  Palestine,  which  will  mean  the 
gathering  of  $100,000.  This  is  a  large  sum, 
but  the  call  will  not  be  made  only  upon 
Zionists.  There  are  thousands  who  are 
not  Zionists  and  who  will  be  interested  in 
doing  something  for  the  up-building  of  Pales- 
tine. 

In  lieu  of  Dr.  Lewin's  scheme  it  is  pro- 
posed to  make  a  concerted  effort  for  one 
of  the  special  Palestine  Funds,  like  the 
Olive  Tree  Fund,  the  Bezalel,  the  Horti- 
cultural Society,  etc.  Instead  of  scattering 
our  efforts,  and  jyathering  something  here 
and  something  there,  it  is  said,  let  us  make 
one  decided  effort  to  increase,  perceptibly, 
some  one  fund. 

All  these  plans  deserve  the  attention  of 
Zionists.  In  order  to  stimulate  thought, 
and  subsequent  action.  The  Maccabaean 
proposes  to  open  its  columns  to  those  of 
its  readers  who  have  suggestions  to  make, 
or   who   endorse    the  plans  outlined   above. 

The  Zionists  of  the  country  are  the  ulti- 
mate recourse  of  every  Zionist  activity. 
Let  them  say  what  sort  of  united  effort 
they  will  make  as  a  token  of  appreciation 
of  the  services  rendered  Zionism  by  Dr. 
Shmaryahu    Lewin. 
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''HEBREW  UFE  AND    THOUGHT' 

The  appearance  of  books  like  the  one  be- 
fore us  is  an  encouraging  sign  that  at  last 
the  popular  misapprehension  of  the  mean- 
ing of  the  so-called  "higher  criticism"  is 
coming  to  an  end.  Here  is  a  manual  of 
Biblical  literature,  popular  in  tone,  em- 
bodying in  readable  form  tlie  results  of  the 
latest  conclusions  of  archaeologists  and 
scholars  on  the  structure  and  development 
of  the  Old  Testament,  which  nevertheless 
approaclies  the  Bible,  not  in  the  tone  of 
malicious  depreciation  that  is  so  common, 
but  with  an  enthusiasm  and  an  insight  that 
is  the  result  of  a  fine  and  typically  Ameri- 
can culture.  Mrs.  Houghton  indeed  ha* 
long  been  favorably  known  to  Christian 
audiences  of  this  country  as  a  writer  and 
lecturer  on  religious  subjects;  the  substance 
of  this  book  has  been  delivered  in  spoken 
form  to  many  such  audiences  throughout 
the  land,  and  lately  there  has  been  more 
and  more  demand  for  work  of  this  sort.  No 
fitter  medium  for  the  popular  dissemina- 
tion of  the  truths  of  biblical  criticism  could 
have  been  found  than  Mrs.  Houghton. 
Never  pretending  to  be  more  than  "sugges- 
tive," much  of  what  she  says  will  be  old 
matter  even  to  those  who  have  gone  but  a 
little  way  into  the  subject;  yet  of  how  many 
can  even  that  be  said?  It  is  no  work  of 
supererogation  to  commend  a  book  like  this. 

Yet  in  a  way  it  is  a  rather  sad  thing  that 
it  sliould  at  all  be  necessary  to  write  ele- 
mentary manuals  of  introduction  like  the 
present.  For  what  is  the  gist  of  books  of 
this  kind?  To  emphasize  the  fact  that  the 
Bible  is  literaure,  and  great  literature! 
They  have  eyes  and  see  not,  cnrs  and  hear 
not.  Science  has  so  monopolized  the  imagi- 
nation and  insight  of  the  age  that  it  has 
become  necessary  to  point  out  the  poetry  of 


tlK3  Psahus,  to  demonstrate  the  beauty  of 
the  Canticles,  to  justify  the  exaltation  of 
the  prophets!  But  all  truths  all  vadue^ 
fortunately,  do  not  lie  in  Huxley  and 
Haeckel.  It  is  barely  possible,  indeed,  that 
despite  the  former's  sneers  at  the  anticipa- 
tion of  the  Bible  account  of  the  flood 
by  the  code  of  Hammurabi  and  the  latter^s 
senvle  atheism,  that  the  story  of  Noah  will 
be  read  by  large  literature  classes  in  Mac- 
aulay's  famous  University  of  New  Zealand^ 
and  God  be  praised  in  the  104th  Psalm  by 
the  latest  generations  of  the  earth,  at  a 
time  when  Huxley,  if  remembered  at  alU 
will  bo  confused  with  the  inventor  of  rub- 
ber lu^ls,  and  to  Haeckel  will  be  attributed 
the  authorship  of  a  voluminous  collection 
of  acrostics  and  puzzle  pictures.  But  to- 
day Mrs.  Houghton's  book  is  still  necessary. 
Throughout  her  volume  Mrs.  HoughtoD 
takes  the  traditional  view  of  the  ancient 
Hebrews  as  a  people  permeated  in  every 
act  and  thought  of  life  with  the  religious 
animus — the  spirit  of  God.  She  dwells 
on  tlio  naive  and  childlike  qualities  of  their 
intoiisoly  single  conception  of  the  universe; 
she  calls  especial  attention  to  the  lack  of 
tinio-se(iuence  in  their  thought,  and  em- 
ploys this  characteristic  of  the  Hebrews 
to  explain  much  that  otherwise  gives  rise 
to  much  misconception.  Her  treatment  is 
always  fresh  and  interesting,  and  iHumi- 
nated  with  much  reading  in  secular  liter- 
ature. No  more  excellent  introduction  to 
the  Bible  as  literature  and  art  can  be  recom- 
mended— ^but,  let  it  be  repeated,  the  book 
does  not  go  very  far. 


Beautiful  height!   O  joy!  The  whole  world's 
gladness ! 
O  great  King's^  City,  mountain  blest ! 
My  soul  is  yearning  unto  thee — is  yearning,. 
From  limits  of  the  west. 

— Jehuda    HA-LEn. 
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DR.  ADLER'S  "DIPLOMATIC  CORRE- 
SPONDENCES 

The  American  Jewish  Historical  Society  is- 
sues, as  its  fifteenth  number,  Dr.  Cyrus  Ad- 
ler's  presidential  address  containing  the  dip- 
lomatic correspondence  of  the  United  States 
bearing  on  Jewish  interests.  The  book  contains 
all  the  published  records  and  all  those  unpub- 
lished up  to  i860.  The  documents  are  interest- 
ing as  showing  the  many  instances  in  which 
the  United  States  has  intervened  on  behalf  of 
American  Jewish  citizens.  The  earliest  record 
is  concerned  with  the  rights  of  American  Jew- 
ish citizens  to  settle  in  Palestine.  A  great 
deal  of  diplomatic  effort  was  spent  in  the  en- 
deavor to  have  several  European  governments 
honor  the  American  passport  without  consider- 
ing the  religion  of  its  holder. 

While    Zionists    appreciate    the    importance 
of    these    negotiations,    and    value    highly    the 
humanitarian  or  political  motives  of  American 
diplomats,  yet.    from   the  view  point  of  Jew- 
ish   history,    they    are   of    interest    mainly   as 
showing  the  impossibility  of  securing  interna- 
tional recognition  of  rights  accorded  to  Jews 
in  one  country  to  the  same  Jews  while  trav- 
elling or  sojourning  in  other  countries.    There 
may  be  additional  value  in  these  as  precedents 
to  be  utilized  later  in  the  future  "real'*  diplo- 
macy of  the  Jewish  nation,  but  in  themselves 
fhey  have  little  or  no  significance.    Diplomatic 
history    is     not    made    of    government    action 
taken  on   behalf  of  helpless  people.     The  fact 
is,  every  time  the  U.  S.  government  intervenes 
for  a  Jewish   citizen,  the  intent  of  the  provo- 


cant  of  the  intervention  is  the  benefit  of  the 
Jews  in  another  sort  of  Ghetto,  and  therefore 
whatever  action  his  government  may  take  i» 
gratuitous,  spasmodic,  and  has  no  bearing  on 
the  actual  diplomacy  of  the  nation. 


THE  POUSH  JEW 

It  is  from  Helen  C.  Baskerville,  in  her 
book  "The  Polish  Jew,"  we  learn  that  Karl 
Marx  was  a  German  Zionist,  and  that  the 
first  Zionist  Congress  was  held  in  i879> 
the  first  a  mistake  of  fact  and  the  second 
probably  a  typographical  error.  But  if 
Jews  are  seeking  to  learn  the  truth  about 
Jewish  conditions  in  Poland  it  is  not  from 
Miss  Baskerville's  work  that  they  will  get 
it.  The  author  of  this  volume  of  misin- 
formation and  inaccurate  analysis  has  lived 
for  over  seven  years  in  Poland,  and  aside 
from  certain  facts  observed  by  her  there 
and  from  which  she  makes  surprising  de- 
ductions, she  does  not  seem  to  have  the 
least  conception  of  the  problems  involved 
The  book  is  intended,  however,  as  a  guide 
to  nations  that  intend  to  enact  legislation 
against  Polish  Jewish  immigration.  That 
gives  another  aspect  to  the  matter.  "The 
Polish  Jew"  becomes  by  reason  of  this 
object,  an  orthodox  anti-Jewish  trac*. 


— "The  effect  of  our  separateness  will  not 
l)e  completed  and  leave  its  highest  trinsforma- 
tion  unless  our  race  takes  on  agaii  the  char- 
acter of  a  nationality.— MoRDECAi  Iohen  in 
"Daniel  Dcronda." 
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.  At  the  end  of  the  Day  of  Atonement  it 
is  often  more  eany  to  continue  the  fast 
than  to  break  it — the  fact  applies  to  other 
habits  than  ftustiiiK-  It  is  somewhere  near 
two  years  since  the  writer  retired  from  the 
skirmishing  line  of  the  Zionist  strugp:le  and 
the  appeal  to  einerjre  from  the  retired  list 
is  met  with  difficulty.  The  advent  in  Amer- 
ica of  Dr.  Shmaryahu  Lewin  facilitates  but 
does  not  ease  it.  Much  has  hapi)ened 
since  Ilerzl's  death — that  epoch  in  Jew- 
ish history — much  that  merely  prove<l  the 
absence  of  that  Kiaiit  mind. 

The  Zionist  movement  as  created  by 
Herzl  has  passed  brought  a  variety  of  experi- 
ences. The  big  incidents  of  Jewish  his- 
tory w^ere  the  Dreyfus  aflfair,  the  Rouma- 
nian persecutions  and  the  Kishinef  mas- 
sacre. Neither  of  these  three  events,  nor  the 
lesser  events  that  crowded  the  years  be- 
tween 1896  and  1904,  made  sufficient  of  an 
immediate  impression  on  the  Jews  to  find 
them  really  ready  for  the  emergrency  of  a 
solution  of  the  Jewish  problem.  The  reali- 
sation of  experience  is  never  immediate: 
There  is  an  infinitesimal  pause  between  a 
blow  and  its  registration  in  the  nerves,  and 
the  people  are  but  as  an  individual — only 
slower.  Ilerzl  knew  this  so  weU  that  he 
made  little  or  no  propaganda  of  the  facts 
as  they  happened.  He  used  these  merely  as 
new  illustrations  of  a  record  on  which  he 
based  the  need  for  Zionism.  To  him,  too,  the 
future  was  paramount.  He  saw  dangers 
and  troubles  ahead,  and  he  endeavored  to 
leglislate  for  them  in  advance.  Many  of 
his  suggestions  have  gradually  Iw^come 
commonplace  facts,  though  not  one  of  his 
ideas  have  been  applied  with  that  perfec- 
tion that  he  desired.     So  the  record  stands. 

Since  his  death  realisation  has  come.  Hy 
this  we  do  not  mean  that  sentimental  re- 
cognition of  the  man  which  was  denied  him 


in  life  and  which  is  becoming  the  plati- 
tude of  many  platforms  otherwise  anti- 
Zionistic.  The  Jewish  consciousness,  slow 
to  grasp  that  its  experiences  were  more 
than  transitory,  has  been  quickened  by 
the  infamous  Odessa  massacres,  Bialy- 
stok  and  Siedlice,  and  by  their  consequ- 
ences. For  Ilt^rzl  spoke  the  truth  for  all 
time  when  he  said  we  carry  anti-Semitism 
with  us  and  its  public  avowal  is  merely 
a  question  of  the  Jewish  proi>ortion  to  gen- 
eral population.  The  combination  of  per- 
spective and  new  experience  has  rc^sulted  in 
diverse  but  noteworthy  r<*sults.  It  has 
created  the  I.  T.  O;  a  cross  between  the 
IKA,  Philanthropy  and  Zionistic  politics; 
it  has  bred  the  many  qualified  forms  of  the 
Zionist  movement  which  admire  the  pic- 
ture but  quarrel  about  the  frame;  it  has 
practically  nationalised  its  German  Jew- 
ry in  Germany;  it  has  engulfed  the  whole 
of  English  Jewry  in  such  form  that  prac- 
tically no  one  is  astride  the  fence  on  the 
state  question;  the  difference  is  one  of 
Zion  or  anywhere  else.  It  has  forced  a 
growth  of  Jewish  democracy  in  the  United 
States,  which  has  only  been  warded  off  by 
the  creation  of  the  American  Jewish  Com- 
mitte;  it  has,  incidentally  put  reform  on 
the  defensive  and  has,  moreover,  compelled 
every  Jewish  commmunity  of  importance  to 
think  how  best  to  double  its  finances.  It 
has  resulted  in  tlie  Jewish  political  party  in 
Galicia,  which  has  the  support  of  the  Lon- 
don Times  and  has  almost  brought  about 
a  grouping  of  the  Jewish  members  of  the 
English  Parliament.  In  Russia,  it  has  com- 
pelled the  revolutionists  to  play  at  Jewish 
Nationalism  and  has  destroyed  the  Bund 
because  it  was  not  sufficiently  national. 
And  this  is  but  a  rough  outline  of  the 
bigger,  events  of  these  two  passing  years, 
the  details  of  which,  though  numerous,  all 
I)oint  in  one  given  direction. 
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One  miKht  ask  what  haii  Zionism  done 
within  that  same  period.  Frankly,  the  in- 
direct results  are  bigger  than  the  direct 
ones,  though  they  are  striking  and  inter- 
esting. The  big  movement  has  split  silent- 
ly into  the  small  national  group  and  the 
larger  cuUur  groups  with  its  attendant  pro- 
gram of  sowing  handfuls  of  seed.  Directly, 
Zionism  has  engaged  upon  tree  planting  in 
Palestine,  the  Bezalel  art  school,  the  sug- 
gestion of  high  schools  in  Jerusalem  and 
the  emigration  of  several  thousands  of 
valuable  pioneers  into  the  country.  For 
this  one  fact  these  two  years  have  pro- 
duced: Whilst  all  the  Christian  nations 
have  divided  b<*tween  a  policy  of  ejection 
and  rejection,  between  comi^elling  the  Jews 
to  k*ave  one  country  and  limiting  his  free 
ingress  into  another,  Turkey  alone,  as  at  the 
time  t)f  the  Spanish  Expulsion,  has  really 
opene<i  its  doors  to  the  Jews. 

This  last  fact  has  not  been  sufficiently 
exploited.  We  are  to  day  probably  but  a 
little  in  advance  of  the  heyday  of  Jewish 
nationalism — whether  and  how  long  it  will 
remain  at  its  height  as  a  cult  is  an  open 
question  (the  fact  of  nationality  can  un- 
dergo no  change)  should  we  not  prepare  for 
it  — ^and  should  we  not  restore  the  big  pro- 
gram to  its  proper  position,  and  re-^attempt 
it.  The  writer  is  not  in  the  confidence  of 
the  leaders  and  therefore  may  be  mistaken, 
but  every  outward  manifestation  goes  to 
show  that  the  Ussischkin  version  of  the 
Achas  Ha'am  theory  has  the  upper  hand 
in  Zionist  politics  at  the  present  time.  The 
charm  of  that  policy  cmisists  in  two 
things  believed  of  the  Jews;  words,  rjlitter- 
ing,  glorious  and  inspiring,  and  small  prac- 
tical efforts  of  which  results  manifest  them- 
selves almost  immediately.  Let  the  words 
and  the  little  things  go  on,  but  let  us  again 
make  the^n  merely  incidental  to  the  bifirart^r 

thing.  The  great  program  of  the  con- 
gress was  not  on  the  great  lines  laid  down 
by  Ilerzl.  The  leader  strove  entirely  to 
create  the  conditions  which  would  render 
the  settlement  of  Palestine  normal  and  nat- 
ural. The  conditions  are  much  more  favor- 
able than    they  ever  were.   Politically,   the 


Sultan  was  never  so  free  a  master  of  Pale-^ 
stine  during  the  whole  of  the  nineteenth 
century  as  he  is  to-day.  France  has,  by  the 
separation  of  Church  and  st-ate,  lost  its  hold 
on  the  Levantine  and  Maronite  Communi- 
ties; Oermany,  in  its  splendid  isolation,  is 
powerless  to  enforce  its  eastern  position, 
Russia  is  a  giant  with  leaden  feet ;  the  Vati- 
can is  engaged  in  an  embroglio  that  does 
not  permit  it  to  be  otherwise  than  sym- 
pathetic; England  is  avowedly  philo-Zion- 
istic  and  America  has  no  rt^ason  for  oppos- 
ing any  t»oncession  made  by  the  Sublime 
Porte. 

Let  us  repeat :  The  position  of  people  and 
country  hts  changed  advantageously  toward 
the  possibility  of  success  and  there  are  pro- 
bably a  dozen  methods  of  attaining  the 
end  and  that  within  a  reasonable  measure 
of  time. 

This  is  no  place  to  concern  oneself  with 
the  question  how  the  leaders  should  operate. 
The  question  that  one  must  limit  oneself 
to  is  what  should  the  people  do.  First 
assure  the  leaders  by  individual  enthusiam 
that  there  is  a  people  back  of  any  great  un- 
dertaking; lead  the  request  for  a  larger 
policy  by  creating  the  condition  under 
which  it  can  be  carried  out.  That  is,  spend 
money  on  organisation  and  then  bring  out 
of  the  organizations  the  money  needed  to 
finance  the  movement.  To  bring  the 
money,  there  is  simply  needed  a  realization 
of  the  actuality  of  Zionism;  that  it  is  at 
least,  as  imminent  as  the  Russian  revolu- 
tion, quite  a8  practicable  and  far  less  costly 
in  life  and  limb  and  even  hard  cash. 

What  is  needed  is  the  re-enforcement  of 
the  iK)litical  phase  of  Zionism — the  imion 
of  the  people  for  a  dire<!t  and  attainable 
objective;  and  incidental  the  forcing  of  sub- 
sidiary iK)litical  issues.  It  is  our  business 
as  Zionists  to  suport  Jewish  democratic 
eiforts;  to  make  p.)litical  conditions  favor- 
able to  our  cause  and  to  aid  the  political 
struggles  of  our  people  in  the  lands  of  exile. 
On  this  basis  there  are  gn*at  things  to  d«> 
and  to  be  done  greatly. 

J.  Dk  IIaa5. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT. 
The  Maccabacaii  Publishing  Company  an- 
nounces that  Mr.  Louis  Lipsky  has  taken  the 
<?ditorship  of  The  Maccabaean,  with  the  act- 
ive co-operation  of  Nathan  T.  Isaacs,  of  Cin- 
cinnati, J.  de  Haas  and  Horace  M.  Kallen,  of 
Boston,  and  Mr.  Ahram  Lipsky,  of  New  York. 
It  is  hoped  to  increase  the  number  of  asso- 
ciate-editors from  among  capable  writers  in 
the  movement.  Mr.  Louis  Lipsky  will  be  re- 
sponsible for  the  editorial  opinions  of  the 
magazine  and  its  general  editing. 

The  Texan  Zionists  welcomed  Dr. 
Shmaryahu  Lewin  as  a  representative  of 
the  Russian  Duma.  Was  it  an  oversight 
not  to  welcome  him  as  a  representative 
Zionist,  whose  tour  was  conducted  by 
Zionists,  and  who  addressed  Zionist  meet- 
ings wherever  he  went?  Dr.  Lewin  de- 
serves a  hearty  welcome  from  every 
American  Zionist,  for  he  has  quickened  the 
spirit  of  the  movement,  roused  intelligent 
enthusiasm  and  given  us  an  impetus  that 
will  certainly  inspire  greater  activity  and 
more  intelligent  eflFort. 


advantage  in  joining  with  the  Cadets.  But 
whatever  Zionists  or  Jews  in  Russia  may 
do,  we  may  be  sure  that  in  every  case  open 
and  direct  opj  osition  to  despotism  will  be 
manifested. 


The  Jews  in  Russia  occupy  a  very  deli- 
cate position,  and  especially  do  the  Zion- 
ists find  it  a  difficult  matter  to  decide  what 
to  do  in  the  face  of  the  revolution,  which 
-they  are  forced  to  enter.  They  are  forced 
i0  enter  the  revolution,  -for,  as  Zionists, 
they  have  discarded  the  worn-out  policy  of 
approaching  the  government  diolomatical- 
ly.  They  have  asserted  their  rights  as 
«ne{i,  and  that  in  itself  is  an  affront  to 
bureaucracy.  It  is  not  surprising,  there- 
fore, that  there  are  Zionists  who  favor 
united  action  for  the  attainment  of  Jewish 
rigrhts,  and  that  there  are  others  who  sec 


Dr.  David  Philipson,  of  Cincinnati,  strikes 
the  nail  or.  the  head  when  he  says,  in  reply 
to  his  critics,  that  "The  Zionist  takes  posses- 
sion of  the  whole  sum  of  Jewish  endeavor 
and  dubs  it  Zionism." 

Zionism  is  a  national  movement,  and  every 
thing  in  Jewish  life  of  a  positive,  constructive 
value,  goes  with  it.  Political  Zionism  is  the 
method  to  be  used  in  gaining  a  home  for  the 
Jewish  nation.  No  part  of  Jewish  life,  be  it 
reform  or  orthodox  Judaism,  can  declare  itself 
at  one  wi:h  the  content  of  the  life  of  the  Jew- 
ish nation,  and  oppose  the  one  movement  that 
seeks  to  give  a  material  basis  to  its  life.  Re- 
form Judaism  may  be  at  variance  with  or- 
thodox Judaism,  but  it  cannot  touch  Zionism. 
Reform  Judaism  is  only  one  of  the  phases  of 
Jewish  religious  belief. 


77/H  DREAMER  OF  THE  GHETTO 

Mr.  Zangw'ill  wishes  to  persuade  himself 
that  he  is  engaged  in  "real"  politics  and  that 
he  has  the  greatest  contempt  for  the  dreamer, 
but  no  one  is  convinced,  for  every  time  he 
speaks  in  public,  it  is  apparent  that  he  is  still 
the  author  of  the  "Dreamers  of  the  Ghetto," 
and  the  greatest  dreamer  of  them  all.. 

His  latest  dream  of  "real"  politics  is  the 
Galveston  scheme.  He  has  secured  gifts  from 
non-Zionists  and  non-nationalists,  in  favor  of 
helpng  to  divert  immigration  from  New  York 
to  Texas.  This,  we  are  assured,  is  an  inde- 
pendent enterprise,  and  has  nothing  to  do  with 
the  Jewish  Territorialist  organization.  But 
we  beg  to  differ. 

Mr.  Zangwill  has  allowed  himself  to  accept 
the  territory  thrust  upon  him  by  Jewish  phil- 
anthropists, and  has  actually  neglected  to  pro- 
vide for  his  committee  of  investigation  and 
exploration.  That  was  one  of  the  objections 
urged  against  Palestine  by  territorialists — ^wc 
had  not  appointed  a  committee  of  exploration! 

Nothing  'better  illustrates  Mr.  Zangwill's 
intellectual  methods  than  the  last  speech  he  de- 
livered in  London,  on  Dec.  30.    To  give  weight 
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to  his  argument  in  favor  of  Texas  as  a  refuge 
for  Jews,  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  paint  conditions 
here  in  the  blackest  colors.  Consequently,  he 
took  an  editorial  from  one  of  our  foolish  Jew- 
ish weeklies,  with  the  caption,  "Qose  the 
Northern  Ports, **  and  based  an  argument  on 
the  joke.  If  the  Jewish  press  says,  close  the 
northern  ports,  of  course  all  the  Christian 
papers  are  saying  it !  But  are  all  the  Christian 
papers  saying  it?  The  idea  was  born  in  Pitts- 
l)urg,  and  died  there,  and  had  its  origin  in  the 
alarms  that  Jews  themselves  raise  against  the 
coming  of  Jews  to  New  York. 

Restriction  of  immigration  goes  hand  in 
hand  here  not  with  prejudice,  but  with  eco- 
nomic pressure.  It  is  the  echo  of  a  protective 
tariff,  and  represents  the  demand  of  union 
labor  for  equal  protection  with  the  capitalists. 
"Whether  Jews  are  closed  up  in  New  York  or 
not  does  not  affect  the  situation.  As  a  matter 
of  fact,  the  congestion  in  New  York  is  solving 
its  own  evils.  The  migration  from  the  East 
Side  goes  on  every  day.  The  East  Side  now 
extends  from  Coney  Island  to  New  Rochelle. 
If  there  is  an  immigration  problem  it  is  the 
Jews'  problem,  and  it  relates  itself  not  to  an 
attempt  to  disarm  prejudice  by  scattering,  but 
how  best  to  conserve  the  forces  of  Jewish  life 
to  ensure  the  best  normal  development  of  our 
people.  That  an  adequate  solution  is  possible 
in  America,  ive  are  skeptical.  On  the  one 
hand,  the  cry  is,  scatter  them.  But  that  will 
destroy  Jewish  individuality!  On  the  other 
hand,  the  cry  is,  let  them  concentrate.  But 
that  will  arouse  prejudice! 

To  escape  the  dilemma,  do  both!  Let  them 
scatter,  only,  however,  to  reconcentrate  and 
establish  in  more  cities  more  Jewish  centers. 
But  this  way  of  cutting  the  Gordian  knot  is 
■most  distasteful  to  the  very  people  who  are 
-eager  to  scatter  the  Jews.  They  still  have 
in  mind  that  the  scattering  will  actually  destroy 
Jewish  individuality,  and  that  is  what  they 
■want. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  Galveston  move- 
ment, just  as  the  Industrial  Removal  move- 
ment, supplied  with  funds  practically  from  the 
4amc  source,  and  for  the  same  object— unless 
of  course,  "high  poHtics"  is  playing  its  diplo- 
matic game  with  another  object— is  doomed  to 
do  veiT  Htt*t.     fht^  mifpfttfens  of  Jews  are 


subject  to  political,  economic  and  psychobgi- 
cal  causes,  and  no  organization  will  do  very 
much  to  augment  any  movement  unless  the 
people  have  a  leaning  for  it,  and  when  they 
have  a  leaning  for  it,  they  will  have  no  need 
for  the  Industrial  Removal  movement  or  the 
funds  of  the  Rothschilds. 

Zangwill,  the  Zionist,  attacked  the  IKA  for 
its  dependence  upon  philanthropy.  ZangwilL 
ITOist,  co-operates  with  the  IKA,  or  its  rep- 
resentatives, when  he  finds  it  useful  to  depend 
upon  philanthropy.  And  it  is  the  novelist 
Zangwill,  with  his  wonderfully  fertile  intellect 
and  imagination,  who  builds  the  bridge  the 
ITOist  has  crossed ! 


A   TIMID  AMERICAN  LEADER. 

The  American  Jewish  Committee,  whose 
birth  occasioned  so  much  argument  in  the 
Jewish  world,  is  not  destined  to  bear  the  palm 
alone  unmolested,  or,  at  least,  its  existence 
will  not  be  as  pleasant  as  was  thought  by  the 
gentlemen  who  planned  that  national  enter- 
prise. There  are  occasional  outbursts  and 
protests  that  arc  disquieting. 

At  the  Atlanta  meeting  of  the  Union  of 
American  Hebrew  Organizations,  Rabbi  Mos- 
es Gries,  of  Cleveland,  called  upon  the  Ameri- 
can Jewish  Committee  **to  give  up  the  ghost" 
His  call  was  seconded  by  a  number  of  inspired 
delegates,  who  seemed  to  want  the  Union  to 
take  up  arms  against  the  Committee  with  the 
object  of  claiming  the  leadership  in  American 
Jewry  for  itself. 

But  nothing  definite  came  of  this  outburst 
except  as  it  illuminated  the  character  of  the 
president  of  the  B'nai  B'rith.  Mr.  Adolph 
Kraus,  who  was  foremost  in  opposition  to 
the  American  Jewish  Committee,  who,  in  co- 
operation with  Eh".  Hirsch  and  others,  sent 
in  a  protest  against  the  first  meeting,  and  who 
has  since  been  an  itching  sore  in  the  side  of 
the  Committee,  nobly  took  upon  himself  to 
reply  to  Rabbi  Gries,  and  inasmuch  as  he  has 
been  elected  president  of  the  Union,  his  po- 
sition may  be  said  to  be  endorsed  by  the  con- 
vention, which  represented  the  religious 
organizations   of  Reform  Judaism. 

Mr.  Kraus  defended  the  Conunittee  very 
eloquently,  but  we  have  nothing  to  do  with 
what  he  has  to  say;  it  is  only  the  vacillating 
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attitude  of  this  leader  we  wish  to  point  out. 
Mr.  Kraus  prides  himself  on  the  fact  that 
he  is  the  president  of  the  leading  Jewish 
organization  in  this  country,  and  yet,  in  the 
qualities  of  leadership,  he  ^hows  himself  wo- 
fully  deficient.  His  belated  defense  of  the 
Committee  seems  to  indicate  that  he  was 
merely  coquetting  with  the  gentlemen  who 
engineered  the  American  Jewish  G^mmittee, 
in  order  to  secure  power  to  himself.  But, 
as  a  plan  was  submitted  to  him  months 'before 
the  convening  of  the  American  Jewish  Com- 
mittee by  several  gentlemen  interested  in  an 
American  Jewish  Congress,  he  can  not  expect 
that  thinking  people  will  see  in  his  latest  at- 
titude anything  else  but  an  unpardonable 
inconsistency,  and  a  tactical  weakness  which 
disqualifies  him  for  leadership  in  any  Jewish 
cause. 

We  have  nothing  to  say  in  defense  or  eulogy 
of  the  American  Jewish  Committee.  As 
practical  workers  in  the  cause  of  Zionism,  we 
accept  every  fait  accompU  and  do  not  seek  to 
overthrow  it  by  carping  criticism  or  half- 
hearted enthusiasm.  The  American  Jewish 
Committee  is  established.  Its  aim  is  the  bet- 
terment of  Jewish  conditions.  Its  members 
are  fairly  representative  of  every  element  in 
Jewry.  We  shall  demand  the  democratization 
of  the  Committee,  until  it  actually  is  a  rep- 
resentative body,  holding  its  mandate  from 
the    people.      When    the    proportions    change 


with  the  increase  of  Zionists  in  this  country, 
we  shall  take  a  stand  in  favor  of  having 
more  representatives  of  our  movement  in  that 
Committee. 


THE  S.  T.  "STAR." 
Our  friends,  the  Socialist-territorialists^ 
have  met  the  enemy,  the  Bundists,  and 
brought  over  a  **star"  of  their  own  party  to- 
compete  with  Max  Lieber,  Gershuni  and 
Nicholas  Tschaikowski.  He  is  not  so  formid- 
able an  antagonist,  but  he  serves  the  need  of 
the  hour.  Isaak  Daniely  does  not  impress  one 
as  particularly  virile,  either  in  speech,  thought 
or  appearance.  When  he  speaks  of  the  self- 
defense  movement,  one  is  half-inclined  to- 
doubt  his  familiarity  with  a  cap-pistol.  Yet 
his  case  against  the  Bund  was  forcibly  put,, 
and  he  succeeded,  in  a  speech  he  delivered  at 
Grand  Central  Palace  last  month,  in  riddling 
the  pretensions  of  that  organization  as  a  Jew- 
ish organization.  The  territorialists  have 
logic  on  their  side,  up  to  a  certain  point,  while 
the  Bundists  are  opportunists  of  the  worst 
kind.  In  another  column  we  endeavor  to  give 
the  opinion  of  those  who  know  of  the  terrible 
weaknesses,  and  equally  the  terrible  cruelties^ 
of  the  Bund,  which,  posing  as  a  Jewish  organ- 
ization, works  only  for  one  element  of  the  Jew,, 
at  a  -time  when  the  Jewish  national  interest^ 
as  such,  should  be  supreme  in  the  mind  of 
every  intelligent  Russian  Jew. 
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Tbe  news  department  of  the  Mac^baean 
closes  for  each  Issue  on  the  26th  of  the  pre- 
ceding month.  Important  news  items  are 
solicited  from  secretaries  of  societies.  Names  and 
addresses  must  be  legibly  written.  Copy  must 
be  written  on  only  one  side  of  tbe  paper. 

The  Colonies 

In  order  to  avoid  over-stocking  the  Rishon- 
le-Zion  cellar,  the  IKA  proposed  that  a  num- 
ber of  vineyards,  particularly  those  which  were 
planted  with  inferior  kinds  of  vines,  should 
be  destroyed,  and  other  trees  planted  in  their 
stead,  and  as  compensation  for  the  loss  and 
expense,  the  Association  offered  to  grant  a 
sum  of  money  to  every  colonist  who  agreed 
to  do  so.  The  colonists  have  held  a  meeting 
at  which  the  proposal  was  discussed  and  ac- 
cepted. In  consequence  of  the  resolution,  the 
colonists,  after  the  next  rain,  will  be  engaged 
In  uprooting  the  plants  which  they  have  tended 
a  dozen  years  or  nwre,  and  after  that  they  will 
start  life  afresh. 


facilities  and  means,  Mr.  Belkind  will  try  to- 
mend  all  former  defects. 


.\t  Petach-Tikvah,  the  Zionist  workmen  ob- 
tained permission  from  the  administrative 
committee  of  the  colony  to  hold  a  public  meet- 
ing and  service  in  memory  of  the  famous 
Zionist,  Dr.  Leo  Pinsker,  on  Chanuka. 


Mr.  Belkind's  new  school-buildings  have  at 
last  been  completed.    They  are  situated  on  an 
eminent   hill    about    half    an    hour's    distance 
north-east   of   Lydda,   in   their  own   grounds, 
which  cover  an  area  of  about  250  acres.    The 
estate  and   school   have  been   named   "Kiryat 
Sefer"  "the   city   of  the  book."     In   his   new 
school   Mr.   Belkind   will  have   enough    scope 
to  bring  up  his  Kishinev  orphan  pupils  both 
as  farmers  and  scholars.    He  will  also  be  able 
'o  give  them  better  accommodation  than  hith- 
erto, as  the  boys  lived  the  whole  time  in  the 
^^emporary  school,  which  consisted  of  a  long, 
^nfloored,    wooden   hut,  badly  sheltered   from 
\hc  sun  and   wind.     No  doubt,  with  the  new 


Hcrr  David  Wolffsohn  was  expected  to  ar- 
rive on  Thursday,  January  10,  and  prepara- 
tions had  been  made  for  an  elaborate  recep- 
tion. Our  Jaffa  correspondent  reports  that  a 
number  of  Jews  are  leaving  the  city  to  re- 
turn to  Russia,  probably  owing  to  lack  of  in- 
dustrial facilities.  The  oil  factory  at  Lydda, 
the  same  authority  informs  us,  is  progressing 
fairly  well,  and  plots  of  ground  have  been 
purchased.  Jaffa  hears  that  the  Bezalel  school 
is  getting  along  finely. 


Switzerland 

The  Zionist  Student's  Society  Kadimah  in 
Berne  has  issued  an  appeal  for  the  federation 
of  all  University  Zionist  societies  all  over  the 
world. 


Death  of  GusUt   G.   Cohen 

The  death  is  announced  of  Herr  Gustav  G. 
Cohen,  of  Hamburg,  who  passed  away  at  the 
ripe  old  age  of  seventy-seven.  He  was  one 
of  the  first  German  Jews  to  offer  practical  as- 
sistance to  the  late  Dr.  Herzl  on  the  formation* 
of  the  first  Zionist  congress  and  the  organi- 
zation of  the  movement 


The  news  of  Gustav  G.  Cohen's  death  reach- 
ed me,  curiously  enough,  on  the  day  when  I 
was  trying  to  recall  a  poem  by  Clough,  which) 
the  deceased  had  once  copied  out  for  me  and 
sent  for  my  encouragement.  He  was  a  noble 
soul  and  one  would  never  have  suspected  that 
he  had  reached  beyond  the  allotted  three-score- 
and  ten,  so  firm  and  vigorous  was  he.  Mr. 
Cohen  was  a  Hamburg  merchant,  cultured  and 
Jewish.  Through  marriage  he  was  related 
to  the  English  bullion  firm  of  Raphael,  and 
many  a  hope     did  he     set     on    winning    that 
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wealthy  family  to  the  cause.  If  I  am  not  mis- 
taken, Prof.  Warburg  is  his  son-in-law,  or  in 
some  other  fashion  related  to  him.  He  was 
a  transparently  sincere  man,  and  a  quiet 
worker.  He  took  part  in  the  first  and  every 
succeeding  congress ;  though  he  did  not  belong 
to  the  speechmakers.  He  threw  himself  eag- 
erly into  political  and  financial  work  for  the 
movement,  contributed  freely  and  took  spe- 
cial interest  in  the  formation  of  the  Jewish 
Colonial  Trust.  In  fact,  he  repeatedly  met 
Dr.  Herzl,  who  had  a  high  regard  for  him, 
by  appointment  in  London  when  the  Trust 
project  was  first  under  way.  He  was  inter- 
ested in  literature  and  published  a  collection 
of  poetry,  but  the  date  escapes  me. 

J.   DE  H. 


The^Loiidon  Zionitt  League 

Dr.  J.  M.  Salkind  delivered,  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  London  Zionist  League  on  Janu- 
ary 19,  a  lecture  in  Hebrew  on  "The  Christian 
Forerunners  of  Zionism."  Taking  as  his  start- 
ing-point Moses  Hess,  whose  book  "Rom  und 
Jerusalem"  begins  the  history  of  the  modern 
Zionist  movement,  the  lecturer  dealt  first  of 
all  with  the  Frenchman,  E.  Laberanne,  by 
whose  work  Hess  was  greatly  influenced.  La- 
beranne's  book,  "La  nouvelle  Question  d'Ori- 
ent,"  was  published  in  i860,  at  a  time  of  great 
unrest  in  Turkey.  For  Laberanne  Turkey  is 
the  symbol  of  retrogression ;  the  forms  of 
progress,  led  by  France,  must  unite  against 
her.  Part  of  their  work  is  to  be  the  restora- 
tion of  the  Jewish  people  to  Palestine.  Laber- 
anne combats  the  Frankfort  "Declaration,"  in 
which  the  Reform  Jews  of  Germany  declared 
that  they  had  no  nationality  apart  from  that 
•of  the  country  of  their  birth.  He  thinks  it 
inconceivable  that  the  Jews  should  not  respond 
readily  to  any  effort  to  carry  his  suggestion 
into  effect.  Two  years  before  the  publication 
of  Laberanne's  book  (in  1858)  the  Byzantine 
Prince  Georgias  Pityipios,  a  revolutionary 
leader,  wrote  a  book  called  "La  Question 
d'Orient,"  in  which  he  advocated  the  forma- 
tion of  a  "Byzantine  confederation,"  composed 
of  about  thirty  kingdoms  carved  out  of  the 
Turkish  Empire,  and  including  Palestine, 
where  the  Jews  were  to  be  resettled.  The  lec- 
turer dealt  next  with  English  books  contain- 


ing the  same  idea.  One  is  an  anonymous 
work  called  "The  Crisis  and  Way  of  Escape: 
An  Appeal  for  the  Oldest  of  Oppressed,' 
(1856).  The  re-establishment  of  the  Jews  is 
here  regarded  as  a  fulfilment  of  Biblical 
prophecy.  The  point  of  view  is  also  found  in 
the  work  of  Colonel  (George  Gowler,  who  in 
1846  printed  and  sent  to  the  Queen  and  var- 
ious high  functionaries  a  book  entitled  "The 
Tranquillization  of  Syria  and  the  East  by  the 
Establishment  of  Jewish  Colonies  in  Pales- 
tine." Later  he  contributed  an  article  on  the 
same  subject  to  The  Voice  of  Jacob.  Another 
Christian  forerunner  of  Zionism  was  Cresson, 
the  American  Consul  in  Palestine,  who  sub- 
sequently became   converted   to  Judaism. 


JohamMsburg,  (South  Africa 

The  annual  conference  of  the  South  Afri- 
can Zionists  was  made  notable  by  the  presence 
of  Herr  David  Wolffsohn,  chairman  of  the 
Actions  Comitc.  Mr.  Samuel  Goldreich  was 
in  the  chair  when  Herr  Wolffsohn  was  intro- 
duced to  the  convention. 

Herr  Wolffsohn  reviewed  the  position  of 
Jewry,  and  said  that  their  state  was  one  of 
unutterable  horror. 

In  Russia  they  have  been  made  the  scape- 
goats of  the  vilest  system  of  oppression  extant. 
Despite  Ministerial  promises,  the  day  of  peace 
was  as  far  off  as  ever.  In  other  countries, 
with  very  few  exceptions,  such  as  Denmark, 
Holland  and  Italy,  there  was  persecution  in 
all  its  varied  manifestations  and  gradations. 
Civilization  seemed  to  hold  no  remedy  for  the 
problem  of  the  Jew.  It  seemed  only  to  alter 
the  methods  of  his  torture.  In  free  and  en- 
lightened England  even,  the  Aliens  Act  was 
in  full  operation,  and  tragedies  were  enacted 
weekly.  In  spite  of  all,  their  martyred  race 
were  still  the  great  optimists  of  the  world. 
They  were  still  the  apostles  of  hope.  The 
Zionist  propaganda,  while  humanitarian,  was 
part  of  something  vaster;  it  was  Messianic, 
bearing  aloft  the  ideal  of  the  brotherhood  of 
man  and  the  realization  of  righteousness  on 
earth.  It  was  this  which  gave  them  courage 
and  endowed  them  with  boundless  hope.  The 
Hamans  of  the  world  might  continue  to  pro- 
claim: "There  is  a  strange  people  amongst 
us,   let   us   exterminate  them."     Others   bade 
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them  to  be  as  though  they  were  not  among  the 
natioTxs,  to  assimilate  with  them;  but  the  Jews 
knew  their  duty.  They  would  remember  their 
past  and  live. 

Herr  Wolffsohn  then  reviewed  the  work  of 
the  Zionist  Organization  in  its  several 
branches. 

They  were  often  twitted  with  being  dream- 
-crs,  concluded  Herr  Wolffsohn,  but  though 
they  were  dreamers,  they  were  also  workers, 
and  cheerful  workers,  engaged  in  grappling 
with  the  greatest  repatriation  scheme  of  all 
times.  They  were  workers  for  an  aim  which 
would  not  only  benefit  the  Jew,  but  which 
would  also  be  of  inestimable  value  to  all  the 
•earth.  They  did  not  escape  the  ordinary  vicis- 
situdes, but  they  hoped  for  the  best,  though 
prepared  for  the  worst,  and  took  things  as 
they  came.  They  worked  with  increasing 
energy,  because  they  were  determined,  God 
Milling,  to  witness  with  their  own  eyes  the 
redemption  of  Israel. 

An  Appeal  to  German  Jewish  Voters 

Herr  B.  Wechsler,  of  Frankfurt,  known 
in  Hebrew  literature  as  Benjamin  Zair, 
has  sent  out,  at  his  own  expense,  an  appeal  to 
the  Jewish  voters  who  will  vote  for  candi- 
<lates  for  the  German  Reichstag,  in  which 
"he  asks  them  to  vote  only  for  those  candi- 
<lates  who  will  respond  affirmatively  to  the 
-question:  Are  you  in  favor  of  Palestine 
for  the  Jews?  He  declares  that  this  is  im- 
portant in  case  a  petition  is  to  be  endorsed 
l>y  the  German  Reichstag  to  be  presented 
to  the  Hague  Conference,  calling  upon  the 
Sultan  of  Turkey  to  permit  the  Jews  to 
return  to  their  land,  and  to  rebuild  it. 


WHAT  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE  DID 
LAST  MONTH 


Dr.   Lewin  Banquet 

A  banquet  will  be  tendered  Dr.  Shmaryahu 
1-cwin  by  the  Federation  of  American  Zion- 
ists on  Monday  evening,  February  ii,  at  Vi- 
•enna  Hall.  Dr.  Lewin  leaves  for  Europe  on 
the  following  day. 


The  Council  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Fine 
Arts  in  Milan  has  elected  the  well-known  Jew- 
ish sculptor,  Friedrich  Beer,  of  Florence,,  as 
lionorary  member.  Herr  Beer  designed  the 
medal  commemorating  the  first  Zionist  Con- 
gress. 


NOTE  TO  ZIONISTS. 
[The  minutes  of  the  Executive  Committee 
are  submitted  to  the  attention  of  Zionists  and 
Zionist  societies,  from  whom  the  Federation 
requests  support  and  co-operation  in  behalf 
of  any  of  its  plans,  and  endorsement  in  behah 
of  matters  already  executed.  Unless  that  sup- 
port, co-operation  and  endorsement  are  forth- 
coming, the  Federation  cannot  be  expected  to 
do  all  those-  things  the  needs  of  the  hour  pre- 
sent to  it  for  consummation.  Any  criticism  or 
suggestion  with  reference  to  the  transactions 
of  the  Federation  will  be  gladly  welcomed.  H 
communications  on  these  subjects  are  sent 
into  The  Maccabaean,  legibly  written  in 
English  or  Yiddish,  signed  and  of  moderate 
length,  place  will  be  found  for  them  in  this 
magazine.] 


A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Federation  of  American  Zionists  was  held 
on  January  14,  at  the  home  of  the  Secretary, 
403  W.  115th  St.,  New  York.  There  were 
present :  Dr.  Harry  Friedenwald,  in  the  chair, 
Messrs.  Abel,  Lipsky,  Lieberman,  Lubarsky, 
Livingston,  Margolis,  Phillips,  Prensky,  Ro- 
sovsky,  Dr.  Friedlander,  Dr.  Radin,  Prof. 
Gottheil  by  invitation,  and  the  Secretary. 

The  Secretary  drew  the  attention  of  the 
Committee  to  the  fact  that  Dr.  Lewin*s  visit 
had  made  a  deep  impression  upon  many  Jews 
outside  the  Zionist  organization.  He  was  of 
the  opinion  that  the  sentiment  thus  aroused 
should  be  utilized  in  a  practical  manner  for 
purposes  of  organization.  He  suggested, 
therefore,  that  a  paid  agitator  for  Greater 
New  York  be  engaged,  who  should  devote  all 
of  his  time  and  attention  to  the  work. 

After  some  discussion,  it  was  decided  that 
a  committee  of  Federation  members  be  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  problem  of  organiza- 
tion in  conjunction  with  the  Chairman  on  Or- 
ganization. A  motion  was  also  carried  that 
a  committee  be  appointed  for  the  purpose  of 
considering  the  matter  of  paid  agitators  in 
Yiddish  and. in  English,  with  special  reference 
to  students'   societies. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  Dr.  Lewin  had 
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received  a  cablegram  from  the  Russian  Con- 
ference at  Helsingfors,  to  the  effect  that  the 
Russian  Zionists  have  constituted  themselves 
a  political  party,  and  desired  Dr.  Lewin  to 
raise  funds  in  America  for  the  campaign  for 
Ehjma  elections.  Dr.  Lewin  was  further  in- 
formed by  the  Russian  Zionists  that  they  in- 
tended to  promote  the  election  of  such  mem- 
bers to  the  Duma  as  would  work  for  the  attain- 
ment of  equal  rights  for  all.  The  Secretary 
further  reported  the  receipt  of  a  letter  from 
the  Russian  Federation,  asking  that  a  fund  of 
at  least  $5,000  be  raised  for  their  election 
campaign.  After  much  discussion,  the  Sec- 
retary was  instructed  to  reply  that,  inasmuch 
as  the  elections  were  very  near  at  hand,  it  was 
impossible  at  the  present  time  to  make  propa- 
ganda for  this  purpose  with  any  degree  of 
success. 

The  Secretary  brought  up  the  matter  of 
practical  work  in  this  country  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  schools  in  Palestine,  as  the  defi- 
nite resuk  of  the  visit  of  Dr.  Lewin.  It  was 
decided  to  appoint  a  committee  to  consider  the 
advisability  of  creating  an  organization  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  money  for  the  establishment 
of  schools   in   Palestine. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Palestine  Committee 
was  instructed  to  reprint  the  article  on  Beza- 
lel  with  cuts  from  the  Souvenir  Journal  of  the 
Zionist  Council  of  Greater  New  York,  or  the 
article  in  The  Maccabaean,  after  necessary 
revision  had  been   made. 

The  Secretary  reported  that  Nationaf  Fund 
stamps,  glued,  had  l>een  put  up  into  booklets 
of  50  and  100  each;  and  that  an  order  had 
been  placed  for  the  printing  of  5,000  slips, 
advertising  National  Fund  stamps  and  book- 
lets. 

The  Treasurer  reported  that  there  is  about 
$800  in  the  Treasury  of  the  Federation. 

A  proposition  by  Dr.  Levenl>erg,  of  Cleve- 
land, was  presented,  with  regard  to  interesting 
Jewish  organizations  in  the  educational  in- 
stitutions establrshed  i  n  Palestine  through 
Zipnist  initiative.  The  letter  wa.s  referred  to  the 
Palestine  Committee.  A  plan  proposed  by  Dr. 
L.  N.  Dembitz,  of  Louisville,  for  the  sale  and 
importation  of  citrons  by  the  Federation,  was 
also  referred  to  the  Palestine  Committee.  An 
appeal  to  the  very  rich  of  the  United  States, 


submitted  by  Dr.  Dembitz,  was  referred  to  the- 
Publication    Committee. 

It  was  decided  to  appoint  a  committee  to^ 
enter  into  communication  with  Jewish  fra- 
ternal organizations,  etc.,  to  visit  their  ex- 
ecutive meetings,  and  to  interest  them  in^ 
Bezalel,  as  soon  as  the  pamphlet  on  Bezalel' 
shall  be  ready  for  distribution. 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Committee  ap- 
pointed at  the  Brussels  Conference,  to  arrange 
for  the  General  Jewish  Organization,  re- 
questing the  Federation  of  American  Zion- 
ists to  join  it.  It  was  decided  to  follow  the 
lead  of  the  Actions  Committee  in  the  matter, 
and  to  take  whatever  stand  was  decided  upon- 
by  tliat   body. 

The  American  Jewish  Committee  invited' 
the  co-operation  of  the  Federation  of  x\meri- 
can  Zionists.     No  objection  was   raised. 

Dr  Radin  asked  to  be  relieved  of  the  Chair- 
manship of  the  National  Fund  Committee,, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  he  is  unable  to  give 
proper  attention  to  his  duties.  His  resig- 
nation was  accepted  with  regret.  Mr.  Elias 
Margolis  was  elected  to  serve  in  the  stead  of 
Dr.  Radin  as  Chairman  of  the  National  Fund' 
Committee. 

Mr.  Henry  Jackson  requested  that  an  Act- 
ing Treasurer  be  appointed  for  a  period  of 
three  months,  during  which  time  he  would  be 
absent  from  the  country.  Mr.  Lubarsky  was- 
appointed  Acting  Treasurer. 

The  Yiddish  Section  of  the  Publication- 
Ct)mmittee  reported  that  the  second  issue  of 
the  Pitikas  was  already  in  press.  The  English 
Section  of  the  Publication  Committee  circu- 
lated, during  the  month,  an  article  on  Pales- 
tine by  Col.  Conder,  and  Dr.  Schloessinger's^ 
article  in  the  Jcivish  Comment  on  Zionism 
and  Reform  Judaism.  During  the  month  a. 
statement  on  Zionism  by  Prof.  Schechter  ap- 
peared in  the  American  Hebrew.  The  Com- 
mittee voted  a  sum  for  the  publication  of  this 
statement  in  pamphlet  form.  The  junior 
branch  of  the  B'nai  and  B'noth  Zion  Kadimah 
has  appropriated  a  sum  sufficient  for  the  pub- 
lication of  a  play  written  by  Mr.  Louis 
Lipsky.  which  can  be  used  by  children  on 
Purim. 

The   Jewish    Colonial   Trust   Committee   re- 
lM)rted  that,  from  present  indications,  it  would 
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not  be  a  difficult  matter  to  raise  the  sum  of 
$49,000  required  by  the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust 
for  the  establibhmcnt  of  a  branch  of  the  Jew- 
ish Colonial  Trust  in  New  York  City.  The 
Committee  is  now  in  communication  with  an 
:attomey  concerning  the  possibility  of  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  branch  of  the  Trust  in  New 
York. 

The  Shekel  Committee  reported  that  thus 
far  but  few  societies  have  accounted  to  the 
Federation  office  for  this  year's  Shekel  Col- 
lection, a  call  for  remittances  with  stubs  and 
unused  receipts  not  yet  having  been  issued. 

In  accordance  with  a  number  of  above  reso- 
lutions, the  following  committees  were  subse- 
•quently  appointed  by  President  Friedenwald: 

Committee  on  Question  of  English  and  Yid- 
dish Agitators  and  Paid  Secretary :  Dr.  Mag- 
res,  Mr.  A.  Lubarsky  and  Mr.  A.  H.  From- 
enson. 

Committee  on  Students'  Societies :  Prof.  R. 
<k)ttheil  and  Dr.  I.  Friedlander. 

Committee  on  Organization :  Mr.  Abel  and 
Dr.  Magnes. 

Committee  on  Convention:  Mr.  D.  H.  Lieb- 
erman,  Mr.  S.  Abel  and  Mr.  A.  H.  Fromenson. 

Committee  to  consider  school  plans  sug- 
gested by  Dr.  S.  Lewin :  Dr.  Friedenwald  and 
Dr.  Magnes. 

Committee  to  confer  with  fraternal  orders 
concerning  Bezalel:  Mr.  E.  W.  Lewin-Epstein, 
Dr.  Harry  Friedenwald  and  Dr.  J.  L.  Magnes. 


AmericaBttm  Tersus  Zionitm 

Mr.  Julius  Meyer,  a  Boston  Zionist,  ad- 
dressed the  following  letter  to  Secretary  Root, 
of  the  State  Department : 

"I  take  the  privilege  of  asking  your  opinion 
on  the  following  question :  'Do  you  consider 
Zionism  inconsistent  with  Americanism  ?' " 

Secretary  Root  sent  the  following  reply, 
dated  Jan.  9: 

"My  Dear  Sir: — In  reply  to  your  letter  of 
the  I  St  inst.,   I   beg  to  say  that  the  idea   has 
never  occurred  to  nic  that  Zionism,  as  I  un- 
derstand it,  is  inconiistent  with   Americanism. 
''Sincerely  yours, 

'*Elihu  Root." 

While  the  Zionist  movement  does  not  need 
the  endorsement  of  any  public  but  the  Jewish 
public,  Mr.  Root's  reply  is.  at  least,  an  answer 


to  those  timid  souls  who  conjure  up  the  spec- 
ter of  Americanism  to  frighten  away  what 
they  may  consider  another  specter,  that  of 
Zionism.  Simon  Rosendale,  of  Albany,  as  late 
as  last  month,  used  it  as  an  argument  against 
Dr.  Schechter's  statement  on  Zionism.  As  an 
answer  to  men  Hke  Mr.  Rosendale,  Mr.  Root's 
opinion,  added  to  that  of  the  late  Mr.  Hay, 
serves  a  useful  purpose. 


PitUburg  ZionitU  to  Sell  institute 

The  Zionist  societies  of  Pittsburg,  who  have 
made  many  sacrifices  to  maintain  their  insti- 
tute, which  boasts  of  all  the  facihties  of  a 
complete  institution  for  young  men,  have  de- 
cided to  sell  the  building,  and  to  devote  the 
proceeds  of  the  sale  to  assist  manual  training 
in  Palestine.  While  the  institute  has  done 
much  good,  it  has  handicapped  Zionism  in 
Pittsburg  and.  hindered  its  development.  With 
the  institute  sold,  the  many  active  workers 
will  be  free  to  do  more  for  the  general  cause 
of  Zionism  than  they  have  been  ever  since  the 
Pittsburg  convention. 


The   Texas   Zionists 

The  convention  of  the  Texas  Zionists, 
held  at  Fort  Worth,  occurred  at  a  date 
which  made  it  impossible  for  us  to  give  an 
account  of  their  proceedings  in  our  Janu- 
ary issue.  The  convention  was  held  on 
December   30    and    31. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  ten  cities 
of  the  state  of  Texas  were  represented  by 
thirty-three  delegates.  Our  friend,  Dr.  J. 
Friedlander,  acted  as  chairman,  and  Dr.  S. 
Burg,  an  energetic  worker,  as  secretary. 
There  are  twelve  societies  in  the  associa- 
tion, with  about  one  thousand  members. 
The  convention  endorsed  several  resolu- 
tions of  importance.  It  took  a  stand 
against  indiscriminate  immigration  of  Jew- 
ish immigrants  to  the  south,  and  recom- 
mended that  only  those  fitted  to  take  up 
farming  be  encouraged  to  come  to  Texas. 
Other  resolutions  that  will  interest  Zion- 
ists at  large,  voted  by  the  convention, 
were: 

"That  we  put  again  upon  record  our 
firm  adherence  and  undying  loyalty  to  the 
central    idea    of    Zionism    as    enunciated    in 
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the  Basel  Program,  namely,  that  the  only 
satisfactory  settlement  of  the  Jewish  ques- 
tion lies  in  the  establishment  of  an  autono- 
mous Jewish  state  in   Palestine. 

"That  the  convention  heartily  endorses 
the  work  of  the  Bezalel,  and  hails  with 
joy  the  revival  of  industrial  and  educa- 
tional activity  in  Palestine,  and  bespeaks 
for  these  several  institutions  the  moral  and 
financial  support  of  every  Zionist  society 
in  Texas." 


Daniely  4nd  Lieber 

The  question  of  Jewish  Nationalism  versus 
Assimilation  was  thoroughly  discused  on 
Monday  night,  Jan.  28,  at  Carnegie  Hall,  New 
York.  The  discussion  was  in  the  form  of  a 
debate  between  Isaak  Daniely  of  the  Socialist- 
Territorialists,  and  Mark'Lieber  of  the  Bund. 
The  hall  was  well  filled  by  supporters  of  both 
movements,  and  the  debate  was  spirited  and 
somewhat  heated.  At  times  the  demonstrat- 
ions went  a  little  beyond  the  limit  of  good 
order  and  then  Jacob  Gordin,  the  Yiddish 
playwright,  who  presided  at  the  debate,  used 
his  prerogative  and  restored  peace. 

Mr.  Daniely  maintained  that  it  is  false  to 
presume  that  the  same  social  remedy  could 
apply  to  all  nationalities,  that  the  Jewish  ques- 
tion of  the  proletariat  class  is  not  a  matter 
of  culture  but  of  economic  conditions,  that 
their  very  low  economic  status  is  due  to  their 
being  in  the  minority  among  other  nations, 
and,  as  it  is  a  known  fact,  it  is  the  majority 
only  that  profits  by  the  best  of  a  land ;  a  strictly 
Jewish  territory  where  the  Jews  would  find 
themselves  in  the  greater  numbers,  would 
solve  their  economic  question. 

Mr.  Licher,  on  the  other  hand,  held  to  the 
point  that  the  Jewish  question  is  not  a  national 
question,  but  a  political  one;  that  all  the  re- 


strictions that  they  are  subjected  to  lie  en- 
tirely in  the  province  of  poHtics  and  should 
be  treated  as  such;  that  therefore  all  their 
programs  should  be  to  demand  equal  rights 
from  the  governments  under  whose  rule  they 
are. 

The  debate  ended  with  some  sharp  rebuttals- 
which,  if  judged  by  the  meajsure  of  applause, 
won  the  day  for  the  Territorialists. 


Polemics   in   BcMtoii 

Dr.  Charles  Fleischer's  remarks  on  the- 
futility  and  undesirability  of  Zionism  have  not 
been  permitted  to  pass  by  unanswered.  Boston 
Zionists  have  utilized  the  daily  press,  as  well 
as  the  Jeivish  Advocate,  for  a  deluge  of  re- 
plies. Henry  Hurwitz,  of  the  Harvard  Zion- 
ist Society,  Mr.  J.  de  Haas  in  public  addresses^ 
and  several  anon)rmous  writers,  have  kept  Bos- 
ton thinking  on  Zionism  for  at  least  ten  days. 
Dr.  Fleischer  used  the  arguments  of  the  cul- 
tured Jew,  whose  Judaism  is  attenuated  to 
simple  Unitarianism,  and  whose  Jewish  pa- 
triotism is  always  kept  within  the  limits  of 
"good"  form;  that  is,  it  is  always  negative. 

St.   Louis,   Mo. 

Dr.  Alexander  S.  Wolf  is  interested  in  the 
organization  of  a  West  End  Zionist  Club,  and 
expects  to  be  able  to  establish  a  good  club  in 
that  section  of  the  city.  St.  Louis  Zionists, 
who  live  in  that  neighborhood,  are  asked  to 
communicate  with  Dr.  Wolf,  Lister  Building, 
4500  Olive  street. 


The   Jewish  Arbor    Day 

The  Philadelphia  Zionists  celebrated  the 
Jewish  Arbor  Day  on  the  15th  of  Shebat.  An 
informal  entertainment  was.  given  at  Garrick 
Hall.  Dr.  Aaron  Brav  opened  the  evening 
with  an  address,  and  L  S.  Prenner  spoke  on. 
the  significance  of  an  Arbor  Day. 
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Modem  Jewish  Poetry 


By  Alfred  Nossig 

Author  of  **The  King  of  Zion/'  '*Manru/'  **Abarbanel,'*  etc. 


Archaeolog^ists  tell  of  a  wpnderful  obser- 
vation made  at  the  disinterment  of  Egyp- 
tian mummies.     Amid  the  wrappings  that 
liold  the  royal  corpses  together  an  ancient 
Srain  of   wheat   has   sometimes   found   its 
"way.    As  a  test,  the  servants  threw  it  into 
good  soil — and  lo,  a  green  blade  sprouted 
up.     The  i>ower  of  growth  that  had  been 
treasured  up  in  the  little  capsule  had  not 
been  destroyed. 

Our  forefathers  appear  to  have  learnt  the 
art   of   treating    mummies    from    the   old 
Egyptians.     But   they  have  excelled  their 
instructors.     When  our  nation  died  politi- 
cally, they  wrapped  it  up  in  the  bandages 
of  the  ceremonial  law  and  laid  it  away  in 
the  sarcophagus  of  the  Ghetto.    But  when 
the  cover  of  the  sarcophagus  is  removed, 
when  the  bandages  are  unrolled,  a  greater 
miracle  than  that  of  the  grain  of  wheat  oc- 
curs— the  mummy  itself  opens  its  eyes,  it 
rises  up  and  lives.     We  are  to-day  aston- 
ished witnesses  of  such  an  awakening.   The 
Jewish  poetry  of  the  present  is  only  one  of 
the  manifestations  of  the  mighty  process 
of  resurrection  of  a  nation  that  had  been 
pronounced     dead — the    most    fascinating, 
however,  and  the  most  astounding.    Fasci- 
nating, for  it  reveals  the  genius  of  the  Jew- 
ish people  in  its  purest,  most  glorious  form, 
•since  here  the  revivifying  process,  far  re- 
moved from  the  strife  of  political  parties, 
echoes  in   beautiful  rhythms.     Astounding, 


for  the  Jewish  literature  of  to-day  in  its 
luxuriant  fullness  almost  reminds  one  of  a 
piece  of  fire- works  that  has  seemed  to  been 
already  burned  out,  rising  as  a  thin,  pale 
thread  of  light,  and  just  as  it  seems  to  be 
wholly  extinguished  suddenly  bursts  into 
many  colored  rays  in  the  dark  skj'. 

n. 

This  wealth  of  color  is  imparted  to  Jew- 
ish poetry  by  its  exceptional  position  among 
the  literatures  of  modern  nations.  We 
should  look  in  vain  for  another  nation  ac- 
tive in  literature,  whose  harp  exhibits  so 
many  strings  and  sounds  in  so  many  idioms. 
The  Jews  to-day  write  in  all  the  Germanic, 
Slavic,  and  Romanic  languages,  in  Hun- 
garian and  Arabic.  But  their  writing 
promises,  n(»vorthe]c8s,  a  character  peculiar 
only  to  itself.  For  even  in  this  respect,  the 
Jews  display  their  characteristic  many- 
sidetbiess  and  fecundity.  They  have  two 
national  languages,  the  Hebrew  and  the 
Jewish. 

The  nioclern  renaissance  of  Hebrew  is  a 
phenomenon  well  known  to  scholars.  It  is 
known  that  not  only  does  the  unbroken 
stream  of  theological  literature  flow  on  in 
this  language  broader  than  ever  before,  that 
not  only  do  innumerable  annuals,  weeklies, 
and  dailies  serve  their  particular  purposes, 
but  also  that  gifted  story-tellers  and  poets 
again  malce  use  of  those  classic  tones  that 
once  issued  from  the  lips  of  the  prophets 
and  psalmists.    It  is  impossible  to  deny  the 
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New-Hebrew,  which  is  only  an  enriched — 
Old-Hebrew,  the  character  of  a  literary 
language. 

Ihe  case  is  different  with  Jewisli.  Even 
among  our  co-reliprionists  and  compatriots, 
or  rather,  esi)ecially  among  them,  the  num- 
ber of  those  who  call  Yiddish  a  despicable 
jargon,  a  corrupted  German,  as  correlative 
of  ear-locks  and  semi- Asia  tic  uncleanliness, 
in  short,  as  a  disgrace  to  Judaism,  is  legion. 
This  conception  is  wholly  untenable  in  view 
of  the  extent  and  quality  of  the  develop- 
ment of  the  Yiddish  lanjfuaKe.  A  language 
that  is  used  by  over  seven  million  people, 
that  has  created  in  Russia,  Enj?land  and 
America  a  ix^rfix'tly  modern  daily  press, 
that  lives  in  innumerable  books,  can  no 
longer  be  called  a  "jargon/^  In  this  langu- 
age there  writes  a  p(K't  like  Morris  Ros<m- 
feld,  whose  creations  have  l)een  appropri- 
ated by  nearly  all  other  literatures.  In 
New  York  this  tongue  has  taken  into  its 
service  large  theatres  where  besides  the 
names  of  Gordin  and  (Joldfaden,  Shakes- 
peare and  the  best  modern  jdays  are  given 
in  Jewish,  where  a  t raged i(»mie  like  Agathe 
Barsescu  api>ears  with  a  Jewish  company. 
Unquestionably,  the  Jargon  <»r  Matne- 
Loschen  as  it  is  called  in  the  east  of  Eu- 
rope, "Yiddish''  as  it  is  called  in  England 
and  America,  is  a  litt»rary  language,  a 
language  of  civilization. 

Yiddish  should  U*  counted  among  those 
languages  that,  like  the  romance  languages, 
have  aristm  from  the  blending  of  two  or 
more  idioms  or  dialects.  Gallic-Latin  and 
Iberian-Latin  may  have  sounded  barbarous 
and  detestable  for  centuries  to  the  Romans, 
but  classical  French  and  Spanish  writers, 
nevertheless,  issued  therefrom.  Just  so  in 
Yiddish,  in  that  peculiar  exile  language  of 
the  Jews,  in  which  every  stage  of  its  his- 
toric road  of  suffering  has  left  some  trace; 
in  which,  upon  a  stem  of  Middle-Rhenish- 
German,  Hebrew  Slavic,  and  English  ele- 
ments have  been  grafted, — in  this  language 
is  being  prepare<l  an  interesting  literary 
blossoming. 

IIL 

Be  it  noted — "is  being  prepared."  Jew- 
ish poetry,  that  in  the  Jargon  lanj<uage  as 
well    as    in    other    languages,    is    to-day 


promise,  but  not  fulfillment.  Jewish  criti- 
cism itself  luckily  prevents  Jewish  literary 
historians  and  the  Jewish  people  from  re- 
garding the  works  of  the  Jewish  poets  as. 
revelation  or  as  flawless  examples  of  art,  or 
even  as  the  acme  of  modern  iK>etic  produc- 
tion. In  my  preliminary  remarks  I  have 
dwelt  not  on  the  superiority  of  the  output 
of  Jewish  piK^try,  but  upon  its  extent.  This- 
(»xtent  is  so  great,  that  far  from  intending 
to  exhaust  the  subject,  I  shall  have  to  re- 
strict myself  to  a  few  significant  indica- 
tions. The  extent,  and  especially  the  va- 
riety of  languages  in  which  this  literature 
is  found  make  a  proi)er  estimate  of  the 
literary  productivity  of  the  Jews  very  dif- 
ficult and  might  well  cause  one  to  despair 
of  iHMng  able  to  sejiarate  this  product  from 
that  of  other  nations.  There  is,  however,, 
(me  consideration  that  will  help  us  in  out 
difficulty.  Everyone  knows  that  the  Jewish 
literature  of  the  present  may  be  divided  in- 
to two  parts,  that  which  is  i)rofessedly 
Jewish  and  that  which  is  not  claimed  as- 
Jewish,  an  open  and  a  marked,  a  part  that 
takes  pride  in  sailing  under  its  own  flag 
and  another  that  would  like  as  much  as  pos- 
sible to  wipe  out  its  Jewish  origin. 

It  is  possible  to  make  this  divisicm  even 
more  precise.  Modern  Jewish  literature  is 
mostly  designated  as  "Young  Jewish."" 
That  is  to  say,  it  is  the  literature  closely- 
associated  with  the  rejuvenescence  of  the 
Jewish  people,  whose  soil  is  the  newly  awak- 
ened Jewish  national  idea.  And  in  fact 
nearly  all  of  the  most  interesting  develop- 
ments of  modem  Jewish  poetry,  because  of 
their  freshness  and  originality,  Iwlong  to 
this  well  defined  group. 

The  domain  of  Jewish  literary  activity, 
however,  would  be  unwarrantably  circum- 
scribed if  we  should  neglect  taking  account 
also  of  all  those  who,  without  taking  a  posi- 
tive position  on  the  question  of  nationality,, 
yet  work  with  Jewish  material,  or  in  the 
treatment  of  their  kinds  of  material,  ex- 
hibit the  characteristic  Jewish  racial  tem- 
per. We  shall  be  obliged  to  disregard  only 
the  work  of  those  Jewish  writers  who  are 
so  completely  estranged  from  Judaism  that 
they  treat  all  topics  indifferently  in  unchar- 
acteristic fashion. 
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IV. 

It  would  doubtless  bo  very  interesting  if 
one  eould  for  once  investigate,  not  from  the 
point  of  view  of  a  Count  Pueekler,  but  from 
the  higher  standpoint  of  the  comparative 
history  of  civilizations,  the  spiritual  ac- 
tivity of  those  others,  who  sail  under  for- 
eign flags.  Who  can  count  them,  all  thosi? 
who  in  every  generation  abandon  the  Jew- 
ish nation  for  others! 

The  historian  of  civilization  may  con- 
vince himself  that  nut  only  does  the  physi- 
cal but  also  the  spiritual  i)rotile  of  th(*se 
neophyte-*  remains  Jewish.  All  those  that 
are  found  in  the  literary  current,  whether 
they  be  poets,  estheticians,  critics  or  pub- 
lieii^ts,  are  markeil  by  a  tcMulency  towards 
virtuosity  with  pi»n,  which  is  easily  com- 
prehensible in  the  heir  of  a  thousand  year 
old  literary  culture.  They,  ev<ni  though 
they  have  risen  to  high  places  in  the  offi- 
cial hierarchy,  yet  remain  in  their  tenaci- 
ous, ingrained  and  active  sympathy  with 
progr€»ss  and  light  undisguised  sons  of 
Israel.  Their  active  imagination,  keen  un- 
derstanding, inherited  disposition  to  pass 
over  from  one  stage  of  civilizatii>n  to 
another,  their  equally  inherited  linguistic 
ability  which  permits  them  to  live  in  sev- 
eral places  of  civilization  at  the  same  time 
and  makes  of  them  the  natural  intermedi- 
aries betwYH^  these  civilizations,  their  char- 
acteristic agility,  finally,  these  enable  thein 
to  conduct  every  literary  tendency  quickly 
to  its  height,  to  p<»rceive  every  new  tend- 
ency before  it  is  seen  by  others,  to  hasten 
in  the  coming  of  the  characteristic  battle- 
cries,  then  more  i)assionately  than  others  to 
identify  themselves  with  the  mnv  movt^ 
ment,  draw  all  its  inferences,  and  then 
again  critically  destroy  it  in  order  to  lay 
out  a  new  line  of  advance.  Thus  they  re- 
main the  salt  of  the  nations  and  the  fer- 
ment of  civilizations. 

A  George  Brandes  may  live  in  the  delu- 
sion that  nothing  unites  him  any  longer 
with  Judaism,  he  may  comfort  himself  ever 
so  much  as  a  Danish  Chauvinist — blood  is 
a  wonderful  juice,  it  will  not  dissolve  even 
in  baptij^mal  water.  The  molecules  of  his 
brain  have  remained  Jewish,  the  virtuosity 


of  his  style  is  Jewish,  his  analysis  is  Jew- 
ish, his  zeal  for  freinlom  is  Jewish,  just  as 
much  as  is  that  of  th<*  consciously  Jewish 
author  of  "Conventional  Lies''  and  "De- 
generation.'' We  will  not  over-estimate  the 
works  of  a  Ludwig  Fulda,  but  will  i)oint  out 
as  characteristic  that  he,  the  foremost  medi- 
ator lK»tw(»en  French  and  (Jerman  poi^try, 
overcame  naturalism  at  a  time  when  the 
public  taste  still  cherished  it,  that  he  in- 
augurated the  fairy-tale  drama  long  before 
llauptmann,  and  prior  to  Afaeterlinck's 
"Monna  Vanna"  opposed  the  stylistically 
elevattMl  drama  idas  ftfili\strfe  H(i\endriima.) 
V. 

Hut  it  is  now  time  we  turned  to  those 
Jewish  writers  wh,)  have  not  on  account  of 
their  works  forgotten  their  iH'ople,  nor 
their  intellectual  duty  towanl  them. 

The  number  of  conscious  Jewish  poets,, 
who,  without  working  under  the  banner  of 
Zionism,  apply  themselves  to  Jewish  ma- 
terial is  bi'coming  ever  greater  in  recent 
years.  We  should  lo,)k  in  vain  among  the 
younger  Jewish- French  authors  for  lovers 
of  Jewish  topics.  A  Henrj'  Bernstein  and 
a  Francis  de  (Voissi^t  are  as  far  r(»mover! 
from  this  t<»ndency  as,  say,  an  Oskar  Blu- 
menthal  in  (iermany.  But  England  al- 
ready pos.sesses  in  Stephen  Phillips  a  drama- 
tist who  sympathetically  and  successfully 
works  upon  ancient  Jewish  suggestions  like 
that  of  Herod  and  Mariamne.  The  Nether- 
lands have  given  us  in  Heyermans  a  Jew- 
ish dramatist  who  is  not  ashamed  to  bring 
the  Ghetto  upon  the  stage.  Of  the  Polish- 
Jewish  writers,  Wilhelm  Feldman,  who  has 
taken  a  immber  of  tales  and  dramas  from 
cont(»mporary  Jewish  life,  deserves  to  be 
mentioned. 

The  most  intimate  and  vital  in  this  field, 
excepting  the  nationalistic  Jewish  poets, 
has  been  offered  by  the  German-writing^ 
Jews.  There  are  Ephraim  Frisch  and 
George  Ilirschfehl,  and  above  all,  Jacob 
Wasserman,  who,  in  his  "Jews  of  Zirndorf,**^ 
has  created  a  deep  and  significant  Jewish 
artistic  work.  In  Agathon  Geyer,  the  hero 
of  this  narrative,  we  get  to  know  a  Jew 
who  is  the  most  splendid  example  of  a  man 
one  can  find.     All  the  pure  elements  of  the 
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race  seem  to  have  united  to  produce  him, 
to  furnish  him  with  all  the  most  precious 
qualities  that  the  nation  has  ever  possessed : 
**power  and  depth,  moral  greatness  and 
freedom."  All  the  relations  of  the  Jewish 
people  to  the  ideas  of  the  present  day  are 
touched  upon  in  this  remarkable  book. 
The  Jews  appear  here  as  co-workers  in  the 
creation  of  the  real  and  great  transforming 
historical  tendencies,  but  also  of  the  ex- 
aggerations and  parodies  of  tlu^e. 
VI. 

There  has  never  been  a  literary  niilien 
more  heterogeneous,  and  yet  more  unified, 
more  disrupted,  and  yet  more  bound  to- 
gether, than  the  national  Jewish  of  the 
present.  Scattered  under  the  most  diverse 
skies,  over  the  whole  globe,  surrounded  by 
wholly  foreign  civilizations,  belonging  to  a 
great  variety  of  social  classes,  the  national 
Jewish  poets  are  united  in  one  idea  which 
illuminates  all  their  work,  the  re-birth  of 
their  nation  in  its  ancient  home.  This 
thought  floats  bt^fore  their  eyes,  it  stirs 
them  up,  whether  they  picture  Jewish  life 
in  exile  with  all  its  woes,  whether  they  con- 
jure up  glorious  pictures  of  IsraeFs  past, 
or  whether  they  lose  themselves  in  prophe- 
tic dreams;  this  is  the  source  of  their 
irony  and  of  their  pathos. 

Wo  have  national  Jewish  poets  in  western 
Europe  who  treaded  on  the  soft  rugs  of 
artistically  decorated  salons,  move  in  aristo- 
cratic circles,  exchange  hand  pressures  with 
leading  statesmen,  and  in  witty  and  playful 
<»onversation  with  bevi(»s  of  eminent  beau- 
ties draw  in  the  atmosphere  of  the  intel- 
lectually and  esthetically  most  refined 
civilizations.  And  the  minds  of  this  se- 
ductive and  aristocratic  luxury  they  dream, 
like  Israel  Zangwill,  of  the  children  of  the 
ghettos  of  poor,  old  tortured  Russian  Jew- 
ish women;  they  descend  into  the  profound 
psychological  conflict  of  assimilation  and 
of  Jewish  self -consciousness,  like  Max  Nor- 
dau  in  his  "Doktor  Kohn,"  or  Brieger 
Wasservogel  in  "Rene  Richter;"  they 
plunge  into  the  midst  of  the  Jewish  life  of 
the  day,  from  which  a  new,  upright  Jewish 
race  will  spring ;  or  they  paint  ideal  frescoes 
of  the   Jewish   state   of   the    future,    like 


Theodore  Herzl  in  the  "New  Ghetto"  and 
in  "Altneuland." 

It  is  a  characteristic  mark  of  the  ele- 
mental power  with  which  the  neo-Jewish 
poetry  is  animated,  that  next  to  writers 
with  European  reputations,  it  presents 
many  who,  like  the  national  poets  of  former 
times,  have  enriched  the  spiritual  treasury 
of  the  nation  with  one  or  a  few  songs  that 
meet  with  universal  acceptance  and  whose 
authors  remain  almost  unknown.  The 
younger  forces  of  western  Europe  range 
themselves  among  these,  having  begun  very 
promisingly  and  from  them  still  richer 
gifts  arc  to  be  expected. 

The  healthful  development  of  this  power- 
fully mounting  young  Jewish  poetry  is,  in- 
deed, only  to  be  expected  if  we  shall  apply 
the  highest  critical  standard  to  its  produc- 
tions; if,  with  all  joy  in  the  enthusiasm  that 
inspires  them,  we  overlook  neither  the  weak- 
ness of  their  lyrics,  nor  the  inadequate  dra- 
matic strength  of  the  stage-work  of  our 
western  European  national  poets.  That, 
however,  there  lives  in  this  poetry  an  ele- 
mental impulse  is  shown  by  the  fact  that 
several  non-Jewish  poets,  like  Borri*^  von 
Muenchausen,  Tschirikofl  etc.,  have  been 
drawn  into  their  circle. 
VII. 

The  main  group  of  Jewish  national  poets 
live  in  eastern  Europe  or  in  the  great,  new 
centers  that  have  been  formed  by  the  Rus- 
sian emigrants  in  Ix)ndon  and  New  York. 
Their  literary  medium  is  the  Yiddish  and 
Hebrew  languages,  and  their  aim  is  to  im- 
part to  these  all  the  fineness,  all  the  capa- 
city for  modulation  of  the  most  highly  de- 
veloped languages  of  the  present  day.  We 
have  among  them  eminent  singers  like 
Frug,  Bailik,  Morris  Rosenfeld;  narrators 
like  Diencsohn,  Spector,  Scholem  Aleichem, 
and  above  all  Perez;  dramatistis  like  Gold- 
faden,  Gordin,  Kobrin,  Asch  and  Pinski, 
whose  "Familie  Zwee"  has  been  repeatedly 
produced  even  in  Berlin  and  Vienna. 

Closely  attached  to  the  main  body  of  the 
Jewish  people  which  has  not  yet  ceased  to 
regard  itself  as  a  separate  ethnic  mass,  they 
portray  its  life,  its  thought  and  feeling,  the 
relations  and  the  struggles  between  ]X)or  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE   MACCABAEAiN. 


87 


rich,  between  the  secularly  educated  and  the 
orthodox,    between   bourgeois    and   revolu- 
tionist, socialist  and  Zionist.    True  singers 
-of  the  Ghetto,  they  glorify  by  their  song  the 
nameless  physical  and  spiritual  sufferings 
•of  thoee  poor  beings  who  live  closely  crowd- 
ed together  in  cellars,  not  knowing  where- 
with they  will  nourish  their  families  on  the 
morrow,  not  knowing  whether  the  next  hour 
they  will  be  massacred  by  bands  of  mur- 
^rers  or  will  be  compelled  to  emigrate  to 
the   Ghettos   across .  the   seas, — those   poor 
<jreatiires  who,  in  spite  of  these  unspeak- 
able torments,  supported  by  the  great  monu- 
ments of  the  Jewish  past,  have  been  able 
to  maintain  a  higher  spiritual  life. 

The  most  typical  and  also  the  most  bril- 
liant representative  of  these  ghetto  singers 
is  Morris  Rosenfeld,  the  Russian-Polish 
cheder  boy,  who  in  Holland  polishes  dia- 
monds, in  London  tailors  in  sweat-shops, 
in  New  York  chains  himself  to  the  car  of 
Jewish  journalism  and  incidentally  writes 
Jargon  songs  that  are  counted  among  the 
purest  pearls  of  modem  lyrical  poetry. 

What  a  difference  between  the  conditions 
of  life  of  the  poets  of  western  Europe  and 
these  ghetto  singers  of  the  East!  Sons  of 
b^gars,  painfully  supporting  themselves  by 
manual  labor  or  the  serfdom  of  journalism, 
driven  over  the  surface  of  the  earth  like 
leaves  torn  away  by  the  storm  of  their  na- 
tional misfortune,  miserable  confinement, 
amid  crowding  and  wretchedness,  surround- 
ed by  self-sacrificing  but  uncultured  women 
and  by  the  traditional  troop  of  children, 
they  sing  in  the  scanty  moments  which 
they  steal  from  their  nightly  rest  the  sadly 
ironical,  the  deeply  stirring  song  of  their 
people,  they  sing  the  ancient  Jewish  can- 
ticle of  faithful  family  love — ^priests  as 
galley  slaves.  Honor  them,  for  they  are 
the  bearers  and  guardians  of  the  Jewish 
national  spirit  in  exile. 


Land  Tenure  and  Jewish 
Nationalum 


The   beginning  of  the   redemption   will 
be  in  a  natural  way,  by  the  desire  of  the 
Jews  to  settle  in  Palestine  and  the  will- 
ingness of  the  nations  to  help  them  in  this 
woTk.—Birsch  Kaliaher  (1836). 


Mr.  Clement  Salaman  delivered  a  lec- 
ture at  the  London  B'nei  Zion  Association 
during  the  month,  on  "Land  Tenure  and 
Jewish  Nationalism." 

Mr.  Salaman  briefly  traced  the  develop- 
ment of  the  present  system  of  land  tenure 
in  England  from  feudal  times,  and 
sketched  the  evils  which  arose  therefrom 
so  far  as  it  applied  to  agricultural  and 
urban  lands.  He  showed  how  the  people 
had  been  driven  off  the  land,  and  that  now 
2,250  persons  owned  together  almost  half 
the  enclosed  lands  of  England  and  Wales, 
the  remaining  half  being  owned  by 
147,000.  It  was  no  exaggeration,  then,  to 
speak  of  the  English  as  a  landless  people, 
for  seventy-seven  per  cent,  of  the  popula- 
tion was  urban,  and  the  bulk  property-less. 
The  landlords  of  England  and  Wales  all 
told  did  not  exceed  166,000.  The  anti- 
Semitic  accusation  of  being  a  parasitic 
people  was  therefore  as  applicable  to  the 
English  as  it  was  to  the  Jews. 

Mr.  Salaman  said  that  it  might  be 
thought  that,  having  pointed  out  the  evils 
of  private  ownership,  he  was  going  to  ad- 
vocate some  system  of  Land  Nationalisa- 
tion. He  was  not  a  Socialist,  but  an  Indi- 
vidualist. His  own  instinct,  backed  as  it 
was  by  Hebraic  tradition,  prompted  him 
to  declare  without  hesitation  that  the  basis 
of  their  land  system  must  be  ownership. 
That  ownership  might  be  limited  if  neces- 
sary to  occupying  or  cultivating  owner- 
ship, but  ownership  it  must  be  if  the  best 
work  of  a  man  was  to  go  into  the  soil  and 
the  best  result  to  come  out  of  it.  Turning 
to  the  requirements  of  to-day,  the  lecturer 
said  that  the  miserable  material  condition 
of  the  bulk  of  the  Jewish  people  necessi- 
tated that  something  should  be  done  and 
that  the  community  ought  to  take  the  mat- 
ter in  hand  and  devise  some  means  of 
stimulating  Jewish  enterprise  on  the  soil. 
He  advocated  the  organization  of  agricul- 
tural schools  in  England,  but  could  not 
say  anything  in  favor  of  work  in  Palestine. 
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The  Problem  of  Nationalism  in  Current 
Socialist  Literature 


Is  it  possible  to  unite  Nationalism  with 
Socialism?  If  so,  how^  That  is  an  old 
problem,  and  one  of  the  most  complicated. 
It  has  already  given  rise  to  a  considerable 
body  of  literature,  not  a  little  of  which 
has  been  written  in  Yiddish.  I  do  not  in- 
tend to  give  here  a  resume  of  the  entire  lit- 
erature; I  wish  merely  to  notice  a  few 
recent  publications  while  I  indicate  that 
not  only  the  Jewish  Socialists  and  Nation- 
alists, but  also  the  Russian  Socialists  par- 
ties, hav(»  begun  to  interest  themselves  in 
the  problem,  and  what  is  more,  have  Ix^gun 
also  to  arrive  at  a  correct  colution. 

The  Russian  Socialist  parties,  I  say,  and 
not,  I  must  allow,  the  circles  of  the  Ru^ssian 
Social-Democracy.  This  element,  which 
has  taken  its  entire  doctrine  from  the  Ger- 
man Social-Democratic  party,  has,  on  the 
whole,  evinced  little  creative  power  in 
adapting  the  general  Socialist ic-Marxistic 
concept  to  the  peculiar  conditions  of  Rus- 
sian life.  To  be  sure,  the  Russian  Social- 
Democrats  have  contributed  something  new 
to  the  philosophical  basis  of  their  teaching, 
and  lat(ily  they  have  addressed  themselves, 
in  their  program,  to  the  agrarian  question. 
Rut  the  problem  of  Nationalism  seems  still 
in  their  eyes  as  simple  as  before,  and  they 
believe  that  it  requires  no  separate  research 
and  analysis.  To  this  day  they  are  convin- 
ced that  "every  national  idea  is  inimical 
to  the  principles  of  international  Social- 
ism," to  use  the  words  of  Mme.  L.  Axel  rod, 
one  of  the  Social-Democratic  writers.  It 
is  highly  characteristic  of  the  attitude  of 
the  Russian  Social-Democracy  towards  the 
problem  of  Nationalism  in  general,  and 
Jewish  Nationalism  in  particular,  that 
when  a  Social-Democratic  publishing  house 
found  it  necessary  recently  to  reprint  the 
old  writings  of  the  Social-Democratic  lead- 
ers, it  could  discover  nothing  better  conccxn- 
ing   the   problem    of   Nationalism    than    a 


few  i)olemics,  which  this  Mme.  Axelrod 
wrote,  a  few  years  previously,  against  the 
*Bund,'  which  then  still  stood  firmly  upon 
its  national  platform.  And  so,  at  the  end 
of  the  year  1906,  we  have  come  to  read 
again  some  such  jewels.  "Accordingly,  it  is 
quite  clear  that  Judaism  is  compatible 
with  European  culture  only  when  it  rejects, 
forever,  its  nationalistic  belief — in  other 
words,  when  it  is  assimilated."  Or  again: 
"So  far  as  language  is  concerned,  we  con- 
fess that  we  no  not  account  the  Jewish 
jargon  as  a  kultur-spracJiP.  Yet  the  Jewish 
proletariat,  which  is  sincerely  striving  for 
knowledge,  must  have  a  kuUur-sprache  for 
self-development."  Ergo,  we  Social-Demo- 
crats are  opi>osed  to  the  Jewish  jargon. 

To  hope  that  men  who  cannot  understaiid 
the  simple  proposition  that  a  language  can- 
not be  changed  like  a  garment  and  that  a 
culture  must  be  transmitted  to  each  one  in 
his  own  tongue — to  hope  that  such  men 
will  solve  the  problem  of  Nationalism  is 
wide  of  the  mark.  For,  in  order  to  solve 
a  problem,  it  must  first  of  all  be  correctly 
IK)sited.  And  a  correct  understanding  of 
the  problem  of  Nationalism  is  to  be  found 
neither  among  the  Social-Democrats  nor 
among  the  other  groups  of  Russian  So- 
cialists. Now  we  have  with  us  the  "People's 
Socialist"  party,  still  young  and,  for  the 
time  being,  small.  In  fact,  it  is  yet  in  the 
process  of  creation;  even  its  program  is 
not  quite  formulated.  In  a  certain  sense, 
it  can  be  said  that  this  is  its  virtue,  namely, 
that  it  does  not  approach  every  problem 
with  a  ready  solution.  This  party  is  not 
for  coercing  the  facts  of  life  to  the  tune 
of  "Scientific  Socialism,"  but,  quite  the 
contrary,  it  endeavors  to  pierce  through 
every  problem  and  to  seek  in  it  its  appro^ 
priate  solution — though  always,  of  course, 
having  in  mind  the  Socialistic  ideal.  As 
previously  stated,  the  program  of  this  party 
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is  yet  to  be  worked  out,  but  its  founders 
and  theorists  have  already  demonstrated 
that  the  party  recognizes  the  problem  of 
Nationalism  as  one  of  its  problems. 

"It  is  to  be  supposed," — we  read  in  an 
article  by  A.  Petrishchev  in  the  eighth  vol- 
ume of  the  collected  writings  of  the  party — 
"that  the  spark  of  the  national  flame 
which  the  Russian  government  has  so  long 
labored  to  suppress  will,  at  the  coming 
political  establishment  in  Russia,  burst  into 
a  gigantic  conflagration,  and  the  several 
nationalities  will  devote  much  effort  and 
labor   in  determining  theiy  own  destinies. 

The  Letts,  for  instance,  will 

not  sail  away  to  America  there  to  re-croate 
anew  their  literature.  Xo,  before  our  very 
eyes  the  various  national  cultures  will  blos- 
som forth Europe  will,  of 

course,  help  us  with  her  experience,  but 
even  West.-Euroi>ean  Socialism  has  hitherto 
found  no  solution  for  the  problem  of 
Nationalism We  have  a  cate- 
gorical formula :  ^national  self-determina- 
tion.' But  how  will  Russia  api>ear  when  the 
different  nationalities  shall  have  deter- 
mined themselves  and  shall  share  in  Russian 
life?" 

This  question  the  article  answers  only 
after  this  fashion,  namely,  that  Russian 
life  will  certainly  evolve  original  forms  of 
political  life  with  which  to  meet  the  nation- 
al requirements. 

The  Socialist-Revolutionist  party  under- 
stands   as    well    as    the    People's    Socialist 
party  that  the  i)rob!em  of  Nationalism  is  a 
burning  problem  of  the  Russian  revolution, 
and  that  it  must  be  attacked  now  once  for 
all — not    postponed    to    some    later    time. 
This   party    also    occupies    itself   with    the 
problem  in  its  literature.    Apropos,  two  in- 
teresting    brochures    have     recently     bec»n 
issued  from  the  publishing-house  of  "Trud- 
i-Borba."       (Labor    and    Struggle).      One, 
purely  theoretical,  is  concerned  with  "The 
National    Emancipation    of    the    Socialist 
Parties,"     Those  who  are  intimate  with  the 
Hterature     of    the    Jewish    and    Austrian 
Socialists  will  And  in  it  little  that  is  new; 
but   for   the    Russian   public,   which    is   so 
little   acquainted   with   the  matter,   it   will 


certainly  be  useful.  It  will  explain  to  the 
people  that  it  is  not  right,  it  is  not  scientific, 
to  brand  every  national  movement  as  re- 
actionary and  bougeosistic;  it  will  demon- 
strate that  sound  socialism  must  include 
also  Nationalism,  not  merely  in  theory  but 
in  practise  as  well. 

How  certain  national  requirements  may 
be  effectually  realized  is  the  subject  matter 
of  the  second  brochure,  entitled  "The  Na- 
tional Districts  of  Russia."  As  is  well 
known,  one  of  the  most  important  reforms 
which  will  have  to  be  instituted  in  "new 
Russia"  will  be  a  complete  change  in  local 
autonomy.  It  has  been  much  discussed — it 
is  discussed  to-day — ^how  to  introduce  and 
to  regulate  this  autonomy;  and  time  and 
again  it  has  been  shown  that  not  only  must 
the  methods  and  bases  of  autonomy  be 
changed  but,  at  the  same  time,  the  entire 
administrative  division  of  Russia.  The 
present  division  into  "governments"  is  a 
heritage  from  olden  time,  and  has  absolute- 
ly no  bas^is  in  modern  life.  Accordingly,  the 
brochure  presents  a  complete  plan  of  ar- 
ranging Russia  into  national  districts.  For 
the  matter  of  that,  there  are  too  many  na- 
tionalities in  Russia,  they  live  too  pro- 
miscuously among  each  other,  and  thej-  are 
too  widely  scattered  to  render  practical  the 
creation  of  exclusively  national  districts, 
that  is,  one  district  for  one  nationality 
alone;  still,  a  division  more  in  consonance 
with  the  national  life  than  the  present 
"government"  demarcations  is  quite  pos- 
sible; and  such  a  project  is  presented  in  the 
brochure. 

We  shall  not  detail  the  plan  more  min- 
utely, nor  seek  to  show  its  advantages  and 
disadvantages.  Our  object  has  been  merely 
to  call  the  attention  of  the  Jewish  reader  to 
the  fact  that  the  Russian  Socialist  world 
has  begun  to  interest  itself,  both  in  theory 
and  in  practise,  in  the  problem  of  Nation- 
alism. An  adequate  solution  has  not  yet, 
indeed,  been  forthcoming;  certain  Social- 
istic groups,  however,  have  correctly  posited 
the  problem;  and,  for  the  time  being,  even 
that  is  valuable. 

Translated  from  the  Yiddish  h\f  Hknry 
Hlrwitz. 
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Stronger  Than  Love^ 


Carmen  Sjhrm,  on  tiie  Jews  and  Judaism 


"In  our  house  *Nathan  the  Wise'  is  a 
daily  visitor,  for  we  have  all  faiths  repre- 
sented in  our  own  family:  Catholic,  Pro- 
testant, and  Orthodox ;  we  even  have  a  Jew 
in  our  house  as  secretary !  And  it  happens 
to  be  an  Israelite  who  is  my  chief  supporter 
in  all  deeds  of  charity " 

Do  you  want  to  know  who  has  written 
these  lines,  who  sets  before  us  this  Nathan- 
the-Wise  Philosophy?  It  is  the  Queen  of 
Houmania,  known  as  "Carmen  Sylva." 
**The  Jews  are  the  only  people  who  have  ex- 
perienced no  decay,  they  have  remained  firm 
and  strong,  united,  helpful  to  each  other, 
healthy,  prolific  and  mighty.  And  for  all 
this  they  are  indebted  to  one  man,  the  great- 
est ruler  the  world  has  ever  seen,  the  king 
of  kings,  the  wisest  physician,  the  greatest 
psychologist  and  physiologist  that  has  even 
lived — Moses!  Who  could  live  on  a  throne 
without  bowing  down  before  Moses  in  wor- 
ship T 

Now  isn't  not  this  fine  testimony,  offered 
by  a  royal  hand?  The  Jews,  a  healthy, 
well-preserved,  unified,  a  mighty  people! 
Such  people  must  be  for  all  countries  of 
the  world  a  true  blessing;  a  delicium  human 
generis!  Carmen  Sylva  does  not  have  to 
go  very  far  out  of  her  way  to  sec,  she  has 
simply  to  look  about  in  her  own  land,  in 
the  "Bojaren-land,"  Roumania,  there,  there 
are  plenty  of  Jewish  people  to  furnish  the 
corroboration  of  her  theory.  For  example, 
she  may  prove  to  herself  at  any  instant 
how  mighty  this  people  is.  She  can  prove 
to  herself  what  this  people,  in  spite  of  its 
intellectual  strength,  in  spite  of  its  endur- 
ance, may  accomplish  against  a  stultified, 
hostile,  brutal  mMieu.  King  Carol  and 
Queen  Elizabeth  have  already  had  more 
than  twenty-five  years'  opportunity  to  think 
of  the  life  of  the  Roumanian  Jews,  the 
true,  real,  naked  life  of  the  Jewish  people. 
Here  it  is  not  a  Jacob  Bernays,  a  learned 
man,  resigned,  a  Jew  simply  out  of  rev- 
erence for  the  past.    Here  it  is  not  Nathan- 


tyi)es  that  appear  before  their  eyes,  not  ab- 
stractions, not  ideals,  but  simple  men;  liv- 
ing Jews.  And  how  has  the  exalted 
opinion  of  Carmen  Sylva  about  the  Jews 
translated  itself  into  practice?  I  know  of 
no  better  contrast  of  the  "truth"  and  the 
"poetry"  in  this  case  than  a  little  poem  that 
has  in  turn  been  dedicated  to  the  queen- 
poetess. 
"Trembling  old  men  are  stanmi'ring. 

Scarce  can  their  anguish  tell — 
Whisp'ring  the  ancient  Hebrew, 

The  "Hear,  O  Israel!" 
Some  little  Jew 'is  falling, 

Clubbed  in  his  narrow  pale — 
The  queen  is  sweetly  singing 

Songs  of  the  nightingale, 

I 

Watchmen  are  growing  fretful. 

Why  should  they  longer  wait? 
Hurry  the  homeless  wanderers 

Through  the  next  dark  suffering-gate. 
What  though  anchors  are  lifted, 

What  though  poor  exiles  flee — 
Carmen  Sylva  is  warbling 

An  Ode  to  Humanity !" 

Oscar  Wilde  once  said  that  a  poet  does 
not  write  simply  when  and  because  he  feels, 
but  rather  when  and  because  he  wills  to 
write.  It  may  be  a  wretched  paradox,  but 
in  the  case  of  Carmen  Sylva  it  fits  well. 
She  is  not  a  poetess  by  the  grace  of  God, 
whose  creations  are  visions  that  well  up  out 
of  subconsciousness,  and  lose  themselves  in 
the  infinite.  She  is  a  ruler  by  the  grace  of 
God,  who  has  poetic  aspirations  and  who 
knows  how  to  clothe  her  highly  rational- 
istic view  of  life  in  a  more  or  less  poetic 
form.  A  real  poet  is  not  responsible  for 
his  verses.  Why  does  Carmen  Sylva  preach 
humanity,  when  she  does  not  make  the 
slightest  attempt  to  prevent  the  undeserved 
misery,  of  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
Jews  who  dwell  in  her  land? 

Is  it  not  a  mockery  when  Carmen  Sylva, 
now,  a  few  weeks  after  a  horrible  massacre 
of  Jews  in  Roumania,  where  a  few  loose, 
raw,  rough  young  men,  the  "golden 
youth"  of  the  country,  in  barbaric  fashion 
fell  upon  the  Jews,  and  for  this  were 
praised  by  the  whole  land,  yes,  publicly  by 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE   MACCABAEAiN. 


91 


the  masses,  or  at  least,  were  quietly  greeted, 
publishes  a  hymn  about  the  Jews  ?  Carmen 
Sylva  is  inspired  by  the  Bible,  but  the  Bib- 
lical saying,  "Thou  shalt  not  mock  the 
poor  man,"  she  has  forgotten. 

She  feels  a  love  for  the  Jew  as  a  type,  as 
an  ideal  image,  as  an  abstraction,  but  "Piu 
forte  che  V  amore,"  much  stronger  than  her 
abstract  love  is  her  real  aversion  to  the  Jew 
as  a  man,  the  Jew  in  flesh  and  blood.    Her 
attitude  toward  him  is  one  of  admiration, 
as  that  of  many  may  somehow  be  towards 
certain  pre-Raphaelitic  paintings;  they  ad- 
mire them,  they  are  inspired  by  them  as 
long  as  they  remain  ideals,. dream-pictures. 
*'Piu  forte  che  V  amore'*  for  the  dead  of 
Israel  is  the  attitude  towards  the  living. 
That   is  the  case   with   most  Jew-haters! 
Let  a  Pobjedonostzev,  a  Stocker,  be  asked 
what  he  thinks  of  Jewish  culture,  and  he, 
an  old  conservative,  will  melt  away  in  enthu- 
siasm for  the  Bible  and  its  creators.    Such 
men  will  admire  the  Jew  in  history,  i)er- 
haps,  and  precisely  for  that  reason  condemn 
the  Jews  of  the  present.    The  anti-Semitism 
of  a  Chamberlain,  who  strikes  at  the  roots 
of  Judaism,  who  sets  back  his  criticism  into 
the   earliest    times,    is   less    to   be    feared 
than  the  saccharine  anti-Semitism  of  the 
Carmen  Sylva  type,  for  Chamberlain  storms 
against  us,  he  awakens  in  us  many  a  dor- 
mant power,  he  wrestles  with  our  culture. 
But  to   admire  historical   Judaism   un- 
critically,  or,  as  in  the   case  of  Carmen 
Sylva,  to  gaze  calmly  at  the  wretchedness 
and  woful  plight  of  a  i>eople,  while  she,  the 
Queen,  has  still  the  means  to  gain  any  in- 
fluence  over   the  history   of   a   land,   that 
harms  the  Jews.    We,  the  Jews  of  the  pre- 
sent, who  wish  to  construct  a  future  for 
ourselves,    do  not  set  much   store   in   the 
vague  love  of  Bible-dreamers,  of  Nathan- 
enthusiasts.     It  may  be,   from   a   certain 
point  of  view,  pretty,  but  it  is  unproduc- 
tive.   Even  love  must  be  practical.    A  pla- 
tonic  love  for  a  people  is  worthless.     "Fti* 
forte  che  V  amore'' is  often  the  hate  that  de- 
stroys.   And  f  r<Mn  this  pipint  of  view  we  are 
ready  to  be  ungrateful,  and  not  to  take  the 
declarations  of  love  of  Carmen  Sylva  se- 
riously. ^^  ^^'^• 


The  Elections   in  Russia 


The  elections  in  Russia  have  taken  place, 
but  we  are  unable  to  give,  now,  a  full  ac- 
count of  the  number  of  Jewish  deputies 
who  will  take  seats  in  the  Second  Duma, 
among  whom,  we  are  already  assured,  will 
be  quite  a  number  of  Zionists.  It  seems 
to  be  certain,  also,  that  the  next  Duma  will 
be  more  radical  than  the  first,  owing  to  the 
fact  that,  the  socialists,  who  had  refrained 
from  voting,  participated  in  these  elections. 

In  Brisk,  five  Jewish  electors  were  elect- 
ed, of  whom  three  are  Zionists.  In  Brest- 
Litovsk,  of  the  ^\q  Jewish  electors,  three 
of  them,  Steinberg,  Shereshevsky  and 
Gorodisch  are  Zionists.  In  Wolkowisk,  Dr. 
Helter,  a  Zionist,  was  elected.  In  Slonim, 
a  Poale  Zionist  was  elected.In  B^remenetz 
O.  I.  Ilindes,  a  Zionist,  was  elected,  and  in 
Saslav,  Buchman,  also  a  Zionist,  was  elect- 
ed. In  Pinsk  two  Zionists  were  elected. 
In  Bobruisk,  Estrin,  a  Zionist,  was  elected, 
with  KatzenellsoU;,  a  nationalist.  In  Vite- 
bsk the  Zionist  and  nationalist  electors  were 
all  elected,  among  whom  appears  the  name 
of  Chayim  Zhitlovsky. 

The  members  of  the  Duma  are  selected 
from  among  those  who  have  been  chosen 
as  electors. 

It  is  impossible,  now,  to  reckon  the  num- 
ber of  Jewish  Electors,  but  they  are  quite 
numerous. 


St.  Petkrsberg,  Feb.  26. — The  majority 
of  the  Jewish  candidates  for  the  Dmna  were 
defeated  by  the  Reactionaries,  reads  a  cab- 
legram from  Der  Fraind.  Only  the  three 
following  were  elected:  Rabinowitz,  an 
engineer  of  Ekaterinoslay,  Abramson,  a  law- 
yer from  Kovno,  and  Schapiro,  a  merchant 
from  Kurland.  All  these  are  members  of 
the  Liberal  Constitutional  Democrats  (Ca- 
det) Party.  Rabinowitz  is  a  director  of  the 
Irmin  Coal  Mines,  and  the  author  of  seve- 
ral works  on  workmen's  insurance.  The 
election  is  announced  of  Joseph  Hessen. 
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Sabbath  Eve  at  Safed 


By  Benno  Leon 


THROUGH  a  picturesque  ravine 
abounding  in  wild  flowers  and 
bold  cliffs,  a  tortuous  path  led  up 
to  Safed.  After  about  an  hour  of  hard 
climbinfr,  the  road  became  less  steep 
and,  gradually,  blooming  fields  of  wheat, 
oats,  sesame  and  barley  began  to  appear  in 
view.  These  were  followed  by  patches  of 
plowed  ground  alternating  with  groves  of 
olive  and  almond  trees.  The  birds  sang 
blithely  and  flitted  from  bough  to  bough, 
but  my  horse  was  not  to  be  stimulated  by 
example,  for  he  continued  at  his  jogging 
pace. 

Before  entering  the  city,  I  passed  the 
Mohammedan  cemetery  where  several  Turk- 
ish women  sat  among  the  turbaned  tomb- 
stones enjoying  the  evening  air.  It  being 
Friday,  their  Sabbath,  they  cheered  their 
idle  hours  by  contemplating  the  abodes  of 
the  dend.  Mysterious  figures  they  were, 
ptmsively  rt posing  among  the  tombstones; 
the  fanciful  feeling  which  they  inspired 
was  further  heightened  by  the  veils  (yash- 
mades)  whicli  they  wore,  concealing  from 
view,  unfortunately,  many  a  countenance 
of  the  Monna  Lisa  Type. 

In  the  Turkish  quarter,  which  I  first 
entered,  I  found  the  streets  narrow,  the 
pavement  neg'ected,  and  the  houses,  or 
rather  fronts,  colored  saffron,  causes  of 
that  delightful  indolence  of  the  Osmaulie. 
Some  of  the  houses  were  surmounted  by 
green  dove-cot«?.s,  from  which  the  cooing 
of  the  pigeons  contributed  to  the  monastic 
tranquillity  of  the  place.  From  the  latticed 
windows  of  fiiry-like  harems  were  sus- 
IKmded  boxes  c^f  lilac,  orchids  and  migmon- 
ettes.  Near  an  antiquated  tannery  was 
the  little  Byzantine  mosque,  entirely  un- 
pretentious except  for  the  lone  minaret, 
which  attracte*i  attention  by  its  proud  air, 
so  absolutely  unsuited  to  its  dilapidated 
■condition. 


The  worshippers  were  now  leaving  the 
mosque,  making  their  way  slowly  and  sol- 
en.nly  into  the  streets.  At  the  head  of  the 
procession,  which  had  been  formed  outside 
the  gate,  marched  the  Imam,  distinguished 
by  his  green  Kufliyeh,  silk  interwoven  abba 
and  extremely  dignified  gait.  One  by  one 
they  separated.  Only  a  few  continued  their 
way  to  the  Jewish  portion  of  the  town, 
whither  I  followed  them. 

In  the  Jewish  homes  they  were  diligently 
occupied  in  preparing  for  the  Sabbath.  In 
passing  one  of  these  cottages,  I  noticed  a 
young  girl  drawing  water  from  a  well  in 
the  yard,  v.'hile  two  others,  apparently  her 
sisters,  were  scrubbing  a  few  chairs  and  a 
chest  of  drawers.  Meanwhile,  the  housewife 
was  returning  from  market  with  a  heavy 
basket,  from  which  peeped  an  inquisitive 
chicken's  head,  a  hunchbacked  pumpkin  and 
a  turnip  of  monstrous  proportions.  She 
was  followed  by  a  little  lad. 

For  abi)ut  one  hour  I  wandered  through 
the  unev«m  streets  of  the  town  and  in  the 
weedy  al'eys  of  the  adjacent  corn  fields.  I 
examinefl  several  ruins,  among  them  those 
of  a  fonress  built  by  the  Templars  during 
the  Crusades.  About  the  middle  of  the 
Xlllth  Century  this  stronghold  was  cap- 
tured by  Baibars,  Sultan  of  Damascus, 
who,  recognizing  its  commanding  position, 
caused  \t  to  be  fortified  and  a  large  tower 
added,  thus  making  it  one  of  the  most 
formidj  ble  castles  in  northern  Palestine. 

Safed  is  nn  old  town.  It  dates  back  to 
the  Iliid  (Vntury.  It  derives  its  impor- 
ance  from  being  one  of  the  refugees  of  Jew- 
ish learning.  Here  have  many  great  intel- 
lects api)eared  who,  by  devotion  to  ethics, 
philosophy,  or  to  the  mysteries  of  the  Kab- 
bala,  sought  to  serve  a  noble  purpose.  Im- 
pelled by  love  of  country  such  brilliant 
scholars  as  Jacob  Berab,  Isaac  Loria,  Solo- 
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mon  Bevillo,  Moees  Cordovers  and  Solomon 
Alkaliiz  preferred  this  lonely  spot  upon 
Mount  Naphtali  to  the  magnificence  of 
Cordova  or  the  glories  of  Seville. 

When  I  returned  to  town,  it  was  already 
dusky  and  the  streets  of  the  Jewish  quar- 
ter were  silent  and  the  houses  seemed  man- 
tled in  a  strange,  cheerful  tranquility. 
Sabbath  had  already  begun,  announced 
not  as  in  times  of  Jewish  independence, 
by  the  blowing  of  a  horn,  but  by  the  dis- 
api)earance  of  the  sun  behind  the  western 
hills. 

In  company  with  several  others,  I  set 
out  for  the  synagogue  and  came  in  time 
to  hear  the  Shir  Hashirim  (song  of  songs) 
sung  by  the  congregation.  Thoy  wore 
humming  it  to  a  sweet  melancholy  melody. 
The  scenes  around  them  must  have  con- 
tributed to  the  impressiveness  of  this 
poem.  From  a  large  window,  thej'  could  see 
the  white  head  of  the  Sheikh,  the  highest 
peak  of  Ilermon,  exalted  above  the  gloom 
of  the  surrounding  woodland.  To  his  own 
sheltering  breast  the  youthful  Solomon 
called  his  beloved  away  from  these  wild 
mountains  and  their  fierce  tenants. 

Before  them  lay  villages  where  Solomon 
sojourned  with  his  beloved,  the  fields  and 
vineyards  where  the  passionate  Sovereign 
roamed  with  her  in  quest  of  the  budding 
pomegranate  and  blossoming  vine.  Truly, 
the  April  breeze  breathes  in  this  poem, 
and  as  agreeably  as  the  one  ushers  in  the 
spring  so  delightfully  does  the  other  intro- 
duce the  Sabbath. 

A  pause  of  silence  and  abandonment  to 
reverie  followed  the  conclusion  of  the  song, 
^o  one  spoke,  except  two  ancient  Lithu- 
anian Jews,  who  were  telling  each  other 
tales  of  their  youth  in  far-away  Knssia. 
They  talked  in  an  undertone  and  only  at 
times — at  some  fond  recollection — did  their 
eyes  grow  luminous.  They  were  pilgrims 
who,  after  surmounting  the  obstacles  of  a 
long  journey,  were  now,  from  a  secure  cor- 
ner, reviewing  the  trials  they  had  under- 
gone. 

"Kahha^'x^ih  Sahhath,"  a  selection  of 
Psalms,  was  then  taken  up  by  the  congre- 
^h'on.      These  were  chanted  to  a  cheerful 


and  vigorous  tune,  for  everj'  sentence  of 
the  inspired  Psalmist  was  a  disclosure  of 
God's  eternal  Goodness  and  Omnipotence; 
every  utterance  of  the  ardent  David,  a  ra- 
pe ited  exhortation  to  adore  and  worship 
tli«'  Most  High. 

V\>r  a  while  the  s(*rvices  went  on  in  a  calm 
a?^  uniform  manner,  but  then,  toward  the 
!«"  the  anticipation  of  a  sweet  reception 
at  home  and  the  roused  foretaste  of  the 
dishes  in  store,  affected  an  unduly  hurried 
Olcnu. 

As  soon  as  the  service  was  over,  and 
most  of  the  members  had  left  for  their 
homes,  one  oi  the  Chassidim,  a  sect  famous 
alike  for  hospitality  and  austere  contempt 
for  finery,  approached  and  saluted  me.  lie 
wanted  to  know  whence  I  came,  whither  I 
was  going,  and  where  I  lodged.  Upon  be- 
ing told  he  pressed  me  to  accompany  him 
home  for  supper,  promising  that  I  would 
enjoy  it  better  than  at  the  hotel.  I  accept- 
ed his  invitation  and  was  soon  convinced 
that  he  was  right. 

By  a  pleasant  route,  paat  gardens,  or- 
chards, heaps  of  ruins  and  scattered  houses 
serenely  basking  in  the  light  of  the  moon, 
we  walked  to  his  home.  The  residence  of 
my  host  was  isolated  from  the  other  houses 
and  several  fig  trees  grew  in  front  of  it. 
Adjoim'ng  it  was  a  large  garden  where  I 
could  see  fine  shrubbery  and  neatly  trimmed 
grass  and  anemones  and  primroses.  Ex- 
haustive must  have  been  the  toil  of  clean- 
ing and  ix)lishing,  for  the  threshold  glit- 
tered like  marble  and  the  brass  knocker  on 
the  door  shone  like  gold. 

A  dark-haired  girl,  with  a  Turkish  cast 
of  features,  opened  the  door  for  us. 
Through  the  dimly  lighted  bed-room, 
where  stood  a  tall  wardrobe  and  two  beds 
sheltered  by  variegated  curtains,  we  en- 
tered the  illuminate<l  dining-room.  Charm- 
ing, inde<Hl,  was  the  view  which  greeted  us 
then*.  On  a  sofa,  reclined  a  l)eautiful 
woman  with  '^veral  children  on  tabourets 
at  her  feet.  Like  a  queen  enjoying  peace 
after  a  victorious  war,  so  my  host's  wife 
was  now  resting  from  the  battles  that  she 
bad  won  in  the  market,  kitchen  and  the 
various  other  departments  of  the  household 


Digitized  by 


Google 


94 


THE   MACCABAEAN. 


Her  gown  of  white  muslin  and  her  snowy 
satin  slippers  formed  a  contrast  with  the 
deep  green  myrtle  leaves  that  adorned  her 
breast. 

The  happy  father  said  nothing  at  first. 
Then  it  was  that  wonderful  piece  of  the 
poet  Solomon  which  he  sung  to  a  clear  and 
charming  melody:  "Who  can  find  a  virtu- 
ous woman?  for  far  above  pearls  is  her 
value."  Not  until  this  was  completed  were 
greetings  exchanged,  and  not  imtil  then  did 
I  hold  the  delicate  hand  of  my  hostess  and 
receive  her  welcome. 

We  sat  down  to  the  table  upon  which  the 
tall  and  massive  Sabbath  candelabras  from 
the  sideboard  shed  a  flood  of  benign  light. 
There  were  various  china  dishes,  silver 
forks  and  knives  and  goblets  of  Tyrian 
glass.  Upon  one  of  these,  filled  with  red 
wine,  the  father  said  the  kiddush.  He 
likewise  uttered  a  blessing  upon  two  loaves 
of  white  bread  that  were  to  commemorate 
the  double  portion  of  manna  gathered  in 
honor  of  the  Sabbath. 

Fish  from  the  Sea  of  Galilee  was  first 
served,  garnished  according  to  a  favorite 
Syrian  method  with  slices  of  fresh  lemon. 
Soup  flavored  with  marjoram  came  next. 
Then  followed  chicken  accompanied  by 
pickled  olives.  Various  tarts,  exceedingly 
well  prepared,  concluded  the  meal. 

Gratitude  to  God  for  the  meal  was  then 
expressed  by  the  head  of  the  family  in  a 
long  selection  from  the  prayer-book.  His 
wife  chimed  in,  which  caused  the  effect 
of  the  soft  notes  of  a  flute  mingled  with 
those  of  a  trumpet. 

It  being  early  and  the  weather  so  genial 
and  inviting,  we  were  supplied  with  fruit 
and  pillows  and  led  by  the  Circassian  girl  to 
a  pleasant  spot  in  the  garden.  Reclining  on 
soft  cushions,  regaling  ourselves  with  pellu- 
cid dates  from  Gaza  and  dainty  pistachio 
nuts  from  Damascus,  we  listened  to  several 
tales  which  my  host  and  the  Circassian 
girl  reserved  for  the  occasion. 

It  was  a  beautiful  night.  A  languid 
breeze  occasionally  stirred  a  leaf  in  the 
pomegranate  bushes,  or  set  the  mignonettes 
whispering.  The  moonlight  flooded  every 
nook  of  the  garden.    We  could  see  the  jes- 


samine twining  around  the  fence-rails  and 
the  muscatel  grapes  gleaming  from  the  arb- 
ors in  the  distant  gardens.  On  one  side^ 
the  white  houses  of  the  neighbors  stood  out 
against  the  blue  sky  and  obstructed  the 
view,  but  on  the  other,  the  outlook  was 
unobstructed. 

We  looked  on  Tabor,  the  silent  spectator 
of  battles,  the  commander  of  the  great 
plain  of  Kimmon;  upon  the  mountains  of 
Gilboa,  stained  with  the  blood  of  the  unfor- 
tunate King  and  of  his  sons;  and  lofty  Her- 
mon,  whose  soothing  influence  we  felt  in 
every  nerve.  Quite  near  us  lay  the  Sea 
of  the  Harp,  in  whose  waters  the  moon 
cooled  her  beaming  face.  Around  the 
sandy  beach  were  scattered  myriads  of 
iridescent  shells. 

My  host  told  of  pious  men,  who  had 
journeyed  from  distant  countries  to  the 
ever-luring  land  of  their  fathers.  "This 
ancient  land,"  he  said,  "with  its  memorials 
of  the  highest  spiritual  culture,  have  never 
failed  to  stir  the  hearts  of  its  sons.  Pros- 
perity may  have  distanced  Palestine  from 
their  eyes,  but  in  pensive  moments  even 
the  wealthiest  feel  that  this  is  their  true 
and  only  home.  Then  Jerusalem  lives 
again  with  them,  and  Jamnia  and  the 
other  scenes  of  their  triumphs.  Who  can 
forget  Jehuda  Halevi's  pilgrimage,  in- 
spired by  love  for  the  Daughter  of  Judea? 
We  have  Hkewise  Obadiah  Bertinoss,  and 
others  too  numerous  to  mention,  who  for- 
sook affluent  positions  because  of  the  long- 
ing of  their  souls  for  the  Land  of  Promise. 
Nevertheless,  Palestine  has  not  been  ex- 
empt from  evil  report.  Ever  since  Israel 
first  came  within  the  precincts  of  the  Holy 
Land,  spies  have  returned  and  brought  bad 
news  to  deter  the  nation  from  entering  It. 
But  what  are  complaints  and  unfortun- 
ate repinings  against  one  trusting  Caleb? 
What  the  mighty  strength  and  size  of  the 
Anakim  against  the  will  of  a  Joshua? 
Strong  difficulties  have  been  met  by  a 
stronger  heroism  in  such  Israelites  and 
great  obstacles  by  a  still  greater  determina- 
tion." 

The  stories  of  the  Circassian  girl  were 
of  that  fanciful  nature  as  are  best  framed 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    MACCABAEAN. 


95 


upon    the    lips   of   a  mountain  girl.     She 
told  us    of   the   Djinns  who  dwell  in  the 
<3aucasian  ravines  of  her  native  land,  and 
who,  gathering  under  the  banner  of  Ehlis, 
frequently  leave  their  home  to  descend  up- 
on the  hahitations  of  man  and  to  sweep 
down  many  an  unhappy  soul  into  the  ever- 
yawning    abyss    of    hell.      Her    sentences 
were  now  and  then  interrupted  by  the  wild 
<?ry  of   a  jackal   issuing  from   an  ancient 
tomb  on  the  adjacent  hill-side.     The  chil- 
dren listened  to  the  girl's  words  with  that 
delight  which  is  not  unfrequently  mingled 
with  a  sense  of  horror.    And,  indeed,  it  was 
hard  to  suppress  a  feeling  of  pleasant  awe 
while  looking  upon  her  countenance,  that 
so  remarkably  portrayed  the  hideous  grin- 
nings  of  the  Djinns,  and  the   agonies  of 
the  condemned  souls. 

When  only  twelve  years  of  age  her  pres- 
ent benefactor  had  rescued  Fatima,  as  the 
girl  was  named,  from  the  hands  of  a  cruel 
father  and  had  brought  her  to  Safed,  where 
he  had  adopted  her  as  his  own  child.  The 
gratitude  which  she  exhibited  on  every  oc- 
casion more  than  repaid  him  for  this  act 
•of  generosity. 

The  stars  hung  temptingly  in  the  blue 
i'anopy  of  heaven  and  on  the  breeze  were 
btirne  the  merry  shouts  and  songs  (Zemi- 
rtAh)  oi  the  neighborhood,  so  that  we 
woultl  have  spent  some  time  more  in  the 
garden  had  not  the  children  begun  to  show 
sigiii^  of  drowsiness,  which  the  mother  soon 
saw,  and  their  retirement,  naturally,  broke 
the  pleasure  of  the  evening,  and  we  retired. 


Jaffa  Zionists  to    President 
Wolffsohn 


It  would  be  a  misfortune,  if  the  superb 

Jewish   race    should   disappear.     It   ought 

to   eherisli    its    own    identity,    its   splendid 

traditions  and  ideals  as  the  Plymouth  Rock 

or    pre-Revolutionary    Americans    cherish 

theirs.     The  Jews  can  smile  at  the  pitiful 

250  years-old  tradition  of  the  Yankees;  they 

having    behind    them   only   as    Europeans, 

4flOO  years  at  least.    Traditions  and  ideals 

have  root  in  the  very  heart's  blood  of  races; 

there  is   in   them  something  tremendously, 

nobly  human,    a   touch  of  the  divine.     A 

loss    or    abandonment   of   them    would    be 

deplorable. — Barrett   Wendell,  (1907). 


Herr  David  Wolffsohn  arrived  in  Jaffa 
on  January  9  after  having  stayed  some 
time  at  Cairo  on  his  way  back  from  South 
Africa.  A  tea  party  was  given  in  his 
honor  on  the  following  evening  at  the  house 
of  Mr.  Levontine,  Manager  of  the  Anglo- 
Palestine  Bank's  Jaffa  branch. 

On  the  13th  a  meeting  was  held  at  the 
Shaar-Zion  library  by  the  various  Zionist 
societies  and  a  Council  styled  "The  Pales- 
aine  Zionist  Collegium"  was  elected,  con- 
sisting of  Mr.  Sheinkin  and  Dr.  Cohen, 
members  of  the  Actions  Committee;  Dr. 
Chissin,  representative  of  the  Odessa 
"Chovevei  Zion;"  Messrs.  Disenhof,  repre- 
senting the  management  of  the  National 
Fund;  Swerdloff,  the  working  classes;  Eu- 
serman,  artisans  and  craftsmen;  Sochow- 
olsky;  Kritchevsky,  the  Union  of  Teachers; 
Drs.  Joffe  and  Metman,  "Culture  and  Edu- 
cation." In  accordance  with  the  Council's 
decision  a  mass  meeting  was  held  at  the 
house  of  Mr.  Levontine,  and  a  deputation 
was  sent  to  Herr  Wolffsohn  in  order  to 
bring  to  his  notice  the  immediate  and 
pressing  wants  of  the  Zionists  and  the  Jew- 
ish colonists   in   Palestine. 

Mr.  Sheinkin,  who  occupied  the  chair, 
after  bidding  welcome  to  Mr.  Wolffsohn, 
and  apologizing  for  not  speaking  in  He- 
brew, said :  "This  meeting  has  been  hastily 
summoned,  and  we  could  not  arrange  for  it 
to  be  held  in  a  larger  place  than  this,  be- 
cause wo  Zionists  could  ill  afford  to  lose 
any  time  on  this  occasion.  To-night  we 
have  been  given  the  opportunity  of  showing 
by  our  numbers  that  we  are  a  body  to  be 
reckoned  with.  Let  us  make  it  known 
through  our  honored  guest  and  President 
to  all  our  Zionists  brethren  abroad  that 
there  are  already  very  many  of  us  here  who 
are  not  only  ready  to  die  for  our  people  but 
also  ready  to  live  and  to  work  for  them, 
and  to  bring  up  our  children  in  the  same 
hopes  and  endeavors  as  ourselves.  To- 
night we  must  also  grasp  the  opportunity 
of  openly  expressing  our  feelings  and  ex- 
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plaining  our  needs  on  behalf  of  all  our 
people  here.  In  the  Council  we  formed  to- 
day we  decided  to  draw  the  attention  of 
our  guests  and  President  to  our  require- 
ments, which,  however,  touch  upon  no  po- 
litical questions,  and  bear  no  political 
character.  We  want  to  be  freely  admitted 
to  this  country  just  as  the  Turkish  subjectii 
are  admitted.  Next,  we  must  organize  and 
remedy  the  evils  arising  from  the  E usher 
(tithe)  which  forms  one  of  the  greatest 
obstacles  to  the  development  of  the  colo- 
nies.     Immigrants    wishing    to    settle    as 


is,  to  our  sorrow  and  shame,  worked  by 
Arabs.  Everybody's  heart  must  ache  to 
see  many  Jewish  fields  worked  by  natives^ 
whilst  so  many  of  our  own  workmen  are 
starving.  We,  therefore,  insist  on  having  a 
statute  passed  by  the  Zionist  leaders,  for- 
bidding the  employment  of  Arabs  on  Jew- 
ish land.  We  are  in  great  need  of  schools^ 
libraries,  and  newspapers.  We  also  ask  that 
our  K'ollegium'  should  be  recognized  as  an 
authoritative  body,  and  should  be  consulted 
<m  all  matters  concerning  Zionism  and  Pal- 
estine." 


IIeRU  Wi)LFFSOIIN   IN   SoiTlI  AfRK'A. 


farmers,  or  in  any  industry  connected  with 
land,  cannot  do  so,  because  as  soon  as  they 
acquire  the  necessary  land  they  have  no 
money  left  for  its  cultivation.  To  meet 
this  we  demand  the  establishment  of  an 
Agrarian  Bank  to  lend  money  on  mortgage 
upon  the  land,  so  as  to  give  the  owner  the 
X)ossibility  of  cultivating  it.  We  must  take 
the  initiative  in  everything  tending  to- 
wards the  development  of  Palestine,  if  we 
do  not  want  to  be  too  late.  Therefore,  rich 
Zionists  must  invest  part  of  their  capital 
here.    Land  bought  by  the  National  Fund 


Herr  Wolffsohn,  six^aking  in  German, 
expn^ssed  regret  that  he  was  unable  to  de- 
liver a  lengthy  address  owing  to  a  throat 
affection,  and  continued:  "I  know  the  great 
value  of  your  work  and  sacrifices  for  your 
pe()i)le.  Your  demands,  however,  as  voiced 
by  Mr.  Sheinkin,  relate,  notwithstanding 
his  remarks,  to  the  Government,  and  poli- 
tics, and,  therefore,  at  present,  it  is  impos- 
sible for  us  to  deal  with  them.  All  I  can 
assure  you  is  that  we  all  have  the  same 
end  in  view.  Herzl  pursued  the  same  ob- 
jects, as  the  institutions  he  created  testify,. 
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institations  which,  even  after  his  death,  are 
carried  on  in  his  spirit.    We  do  all  we  can. 
But  you  can  do  more,  as  you  are  living  on 
the  spot.     You  must  work  stoutly  and  man- 
fully, but  do  not  ask  us  to  do  the  impos- 
sible.    Even  if  succeed  in  getting  permis- 
sion for  you   freely  to  enter  the  ports  of 
Palestine,  it  is  for  you  to  earn  those  rights 
by  being  useful  and  loyal  to  this  country. 
Hebrew  is  very  nice,  but  Arabic  is  more 
necessary,   as   by   it^  knowledge  you  may 
gain  the  friendship  and  goodwill  of  your 
neighbors.    Jews  never  suffered  persecution 
here,  and  I  trust  they  never  will,  hccause 
this  is  a  country  of  Semites.    By  acknowl- 
edging this  and  by  being  grateful  for  it 
you  will  be  able  to  do  much  by  ycur  own 
exertions.     Having  seen  whilst   I   was   in 
South  Africa  how  strong  and  widespread 
Zionism  is  there,  I  thought  to  myself  how 
flourishing  our  movement  would  have  been 
had  Russia  been  free.     But  still  you  can 
make  it  flourish  if  you  will  be  more  fully 
alive    to    your    responsibilities.      Palestine 
will  ultimately  be  our  home,  and  you  must 
not  delay  it.    You  must  know  that  tlie  eyes 
of  all  your  brethren  are  lifted  up  towards 
you  from  the  lands  of  their  captivity." 

After     various     speeches,     the     meeting 
closed  with  the  singing  of  Zionist  hymns. 


Professor  Max  Margolis  a  Zionist 


'^endele's"  Greetings 

On  the  occasion  of  his  seventieth  birth- 
day, which  was  noticed  in  last  month's 
Macx:7ABAean,  Mendele  Mocher  Seforim 
sent  the  following  letter  of  gret»tings  to  the 
Jewish  people: 
**Dearly  Beloved  Jewish  Childrex, 
I  am  doubly  indebted  to  you  for  the 
honor  which  you  have  paid  me,  and  also 
because  you  have  not  forgotten  my  holiday 
in  such  a  heaivy,  troublesome  time.  May 
God  give  you  health  and  let  me  live  to 
see  happiness  among  you:    Amen." 


To  The  Maccabae.vn  : 

Many     thanks    for    The    Macca- 

BAEAN  sent  to  me,  but  I  still  have  not  the 

•  June  number  of  1906.    I  enclose  ten  cents 

that  it  be  sent  to  me.     I  read  them  with 

great  interest.       Mrs.  Alby  A.  Darung. 


Open  Letter  Defming  his  Potitioii,  and  Offer- 
ing  his  active  Co*operatioii 


Dr.  Harry  i>iedenwald.  President  of  they 
Federation  of  American  Zionists,  has  re- 
ceived a  letter,  which  he  has  made  public 
in  the  Baltimore  Jewish  Comment,  from 
Prof.  Max  Margolis,  of  the  Hebrew  Union 
College,  in  which  the  writer  annoimces  his 
adhesion  to  the  Zionist  movement,  and  sets 
forth  his  reasons.  The  letter  is  dated  Jan- 
uary 11,  and  reads  as  follows: 

"My  dear  Dr.  Friedenwald: 

"In  a  conversation  with  you  a  few  weeks 
ago,  I  amiounoed  to  you  my  adhesion  to 
the  movement  of  which  you  are  the  head 
in  this  country.  You  asked  me  to  prepare 
a  statement  setting  forth  my  reasons. 
Although  a  talk  recently  delivered  in  this 
city  and  sent  on  to  The  Maccabaean  for 
publication  is  virtually  a  statement,  I 
nevertheless  deem  it  proper  to  comply  with 
your  wish  in  a  more  direct  manner. 

"I  am  ready  a  hozer  bi-teshubah.  I  was" 
Zionist  during  my  student  days  at  Colum 
bia  (1889-92),  as  two  papers,  "For  the 
Sake  of  Zion,"  and  "Peter  Smolenskin'' 
which  I  contributed  to  the  American  Heh- 
rew,  will  testify.  Influences  which,  in  the 
interval  between  1892  and  1905,  had  a 
powerful  effect  on  me,  and  the  centrifugal 
tendencies  of  which  became  manifest  to 
me  only  at  the  end  of  that  period,  will  ex- 
plan  my  hesitation  to  join  a  movement 
which,  as  men  prominent  in  your  organi- 
zation with  whom  I  discussed  the  subject, 
will  remember,  I  understood  with  a  greater 
depth  than  was  discernable  in  the  utter- 
ances of  official  spokesmen.  I  was  averse 
to  the  movement  also  for  the  reason  that  I 
(believed  «,that  American  Zionists  were 
actuated  by  what  I  considered  an  ignoble 
motive,  namely,  the  desire  of  diverting  im- 
migration to  this  country  from  Eastern 
Europe.  I  also  believed  that  Zionism  was 
the  child  of  anti-Semitism,  and  that  it 
meant  an  acceptance  of  anti-Semitic  doc- 
rine.     I   further    identified    Zionism    with 


Digitized  by 


Google 


98 


THE    MACCABAEAN. 


the  religious  peculiarisra  which  Christian 
theologians  associate;  with  Judaism,  so  that 
an  avowal  of  Zionism  seemed  to  me  again 
in  the  nature  of  a  capitulation  to  Chris- 
tianity. Such  was  the  state  of  my  mind 
when,   towards  the  end  of  1903,  a  young 


alongside  an  ecelesia.  If,  on  the  contrary, 
it  is  still  weighted  with  that  'historical 
Christian  Church,  it  is  because,  unwit- 
tingly and  despite  its  own  protestations, 
it  shrinks  from  the  sallo  mortale  into  the 
ballast'  which   forever  makes   Christianity 


\ 


friend  presented  mo  with  tlie  first  volume      and  Judaism  incommensurable, 
of    Al'Parashat-Derakim,    which    at    oncel  /   "III.    The  truer  nationalistic  conception 
exerted  a  profound  influence  on  my  think- ^^f  Judaism  is  that  it  is  a  eultus  of  history.  ' 

Christianity  is  individualistic,  Judaism 
collectivistie.  The  one  is  concerned  with 
the  fate  of  individuals  whom  it  undertakes 
to  prepare  for  the  heavenly  kingdom,  each 
a  child  of  God  perfected  through  the  imi- 
tation of  the  eternal  ideal  incarnate  in  the 
first-born  Son  of  God.  The  other  centers 
its  interest  in  the  destiny  of  nations  pat- 
terning themselves  after  the  social  ideal 
incarnate  in  Israel  and  thus  bringing  on 
the  kingdom  of  God  on  earth.  Christian- 
ity may  superimpose  itself  upon  the  nations 
and,  in  theory  at  least,  disregard  their  ex- 
istence; for  Judaism  the  religious  life 
and  the  national  life  are  one.  And  for  a 
collective,  corporate  influence  upon  the  na- 
tions of  the  world,  we  need  a  geographical 
map. 

"IV.  The  neutral  attitude  towards  the 
Jewish  culture  assumed  heretofore  by 
political  Zionists  was,  in  my  opinion,  dic- 
tated by  tactical  reasons.  It  was  also  due 
to  the  early  centrifugal  training  of  the 
leaders;  it  represented  an  importation* 
from  the  environment  for  which  the  move- 
ment is  as  little  responsible  as  for  the  gen- 
eral chaos  of  opinions  in  modern  Jewr>\ 
We  who  believe  or,  more  properly,  feel 
that  we  are  still  a  nation,  must  equally  be- 
lieve, without  requiring  further  proof, 
that  the  creative  power  is  still  alive  in  the 
depth  of  the  nation's  soul  and  that  the  na- 
tion is  capable  of  producing  new  and  great 
things,  as  in  the  days  gone  by.  Zionism, 
cultural,  as  it  is  called,  but  really  political 


mg. 

"In  April,  1905,  there  appeared  in  the 
Jewish  Quarterly  Jicview  my  paper  on 
*The  Mendelssohnian  Programme.'  While 
there  I  still  hojxjd  that  the  Zionistic  Pro- 
gramme, in  80  far  as  it  deals  with  the  prob- 
lem of  internal  regeneration,  was  capable 
of  consummation  along  nou-Zionistic  lines, 
my  friendly  attitude  towards  Zionism  and 
its  centripetal  force  was  unmistakable, 
although  some,  of  my  Zionistic  friends' 
thought  that  it  was  of  a  patronizing  char- 
acter. Since  then  my  thoughts  have  grown 
in  consistency  and  I  find  myself  today  not 
a  sympathizing  outsider,  but  one  ready 
to  take  his  place  as  a  worker  in  your  ranks. 

"My  full  reason  for  avowing  Zionism, 
presented  in  a  systematic  manner,  will  Be 
given  to  the  world  shortly  in  a  sequel  to 
^Tlie  Mendelssonian  Programme.'  Today 
I  will  say  the  following: 

"I.  I  am  convinced  of  the  centrifugal 
tendencies  of  the  antipodal  movement 
which,  if  carried  out  logically,  must  result 
in  absorption.  It  is  true,  the  instinct  of 
afelf-preservation  is  stronger  than  logicn 
As  soon,  however,  as  this  instinct  is  raised 
to  a  conscious  thought,  it  will  express  it- 
self in  Zionistic  tendency.  Zionism  is 
/  merely  an  explicit  statement  of  what  is 
{  latent  in  every  Jew  not  prejudiced  by 
knowledge. 

"II.  The  movement  which  stands  for 
denationalized  Judiasm  is,  on  the  one  hand, 
rooted    in    the    now   obsolete    cosmopolitan 


notions  prevalent  at  the  end  of  the  eisrh-^  ^n  the  true  sense  of  the  word,  has  for  its 
teenth  century,  and  on  the  other  hand  a\l  rprimary  object  the  creation  of  a  home  for 
belated  imitation  of  Christianizing  sects  v/the  suppressed  Jewish  soul,  in  order  that, 
of  the  first  century.  If,  at  all,  it  has  any  released  from  her  prison,  she  may,. like  the 
^mission,'  it  should  co-ordinate  itself  with  dove  sent  out  by  Noah,  at  first  find  a  rest 
the  Christian  churches  working  for  the  for  the  sole  of  her  foot.  Zionism  cannot 
purification   of   Christianity,      an   ecelesia      confine  its  activities  to  the  mere  creation 
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of  a  national  fund  of  dollars  and  cents.  For, 
while  we  possess  a  great  reserve  fund  in  the 
past  creations  of  our  genius,  surely  even 
the  ocean  may  be  drained  and  the  richest 
treasures  exhausted.  The  fountains  of 
Jewish  originality  must  be  made  to  well 
up  again  that  the  river  of  living  water 
may  gladden  the  city  of  God.  Zionism, 
convinced  that  Jewish  consciousness,  on 
the  periphery  through  gradual  attrition, 
must  suffer  destruction,  undertakes  to  pre- 
pare betimes  a  centre  for  maintaining  in- 
tact and  unfolding  the  potencies  of  the 
Jewish  genius. 

''V.     Zionism   means    to   me,    abv>ve    all, 
.      /orientation.     It  reassc^rts  the  prophetic  con- 
^'  viction   of  the    indestructibility    of   Israel. 
If  the  ordinances  of  the  sun  by  day,  and 
of  the    moon    and  stars   by   night,    depart 
from  before  Me,  then  the  seed  of  Israel  also 
shall  cease  from  being  a  nation  before  Me 
forever.       Zionism   preclains    that    in    the 
goin^  back   (tessuhah)   to  Jewish  life  and 
Jewish    ideals   and  Jewish   hopes   lies  our 
salvation.     Its  work  must  necessarily  con- 
sist, on   the  one  hand,  in  strengthening  the 
Lands    of   those  who  volunteer  to  build  up 


the  waste  places  on  the  hills  of  Palestine, 
and,  on  the  other,  in  building  up  the  Jew- 
ish consciousness  in  the  diaspora  Jew. 
Zionism  will  respect  the  synagogue  and  the 
Jewish  school  and  so  reinforce  them  that 
they  may  become  nurseries  of  the  re- 
awakened Jewish  spirit,  where  in  particu- 
lar the  Hebrew  language  shall  be  culti- 
vated, the  holy  tongue  in  which  alone  the 
Jewish  soul  can  adequately  express  itself, 
in  which  the  former  revelations  were  uttered 
and  in  which  the  latter  shall  likewise  be 
given  to  the  world.  Zionism  will  also  re- 
cognize that  each  country  has  its  own  prob- 
lem for  Judaism,  and  arrive  at  a  truer  for- 
mula whereby  we  may  adjust  ourselves  to 
our  environment  without  forfeiting  our 
national  consciousness.  In  all  matters  af-  , 
fecting  Jewry,  Zionism  will  take  a  leading 
part.  We  stand  for  the  whole  of  Jewry, 
and  not  for  a  part  thereof.  We  are  the 
vanguard,  that  the  laggards  shall  not  re- 
main far  behind. 

"With  assurances  of  my  highest  esteem, 
I  am,  with  Zion's  greetings. 

Yours  most  truly. 

Max  Margolis.'' 


If  I  Had  Known,  Dear  Master! 

In   Memoriam:   Moritz   Stetntchneider,  died  January  28,    1907 


If  I  had  known,  dear  Master,  when  of  late 

I  held  thy  hand  within  my  own  to  say 

The  thousand  things  I'd  thought  of  on  the  way, 
But  sheer  forgot,  for  very  awe,  to  state; — 
If  I  had  known  the  summons  was  so  near, 

And  that  thy  presence  never  more  would  grace 

The  little  room  which  was  the  trysting  place 
Of  every  scholar,  booklover  and  seer 

That  came  from  North,  from  South,  from  East  and  West, 

To  call  himself  thy  pupil  and  be  blest — 
I  fain  would  have  besought  thee  to  allow 

My  unclean  lips  to  kiss  the  wizard  hand 

That  made  of  learning  such  a  wonderland. 
And  lost  its  matchless  cunning  only  now. 
New  York,  Jan.  28,  1907.  George  Alexander  Kohut. 
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Jewish  Nationalism  and  American  Patriotism 


The  following:  paper  was  read  before  the 
Jewish  Nationalist  Club,  of  New  York,  on 
Feb.  23,  and  provoked  a  discussion  of 
some  significance.  The  discussion  was  par- 
ticipated in  by  Adolph  J.  Grubman,  Samuel 
Joseph,  Joseph  Barondess,  A.  S.  Friedus, 
Bernard  G.  Richards,  L.  S.  Posner,  and 
David  Doninger. 


One  of  the  strong  points  raised  against 
Zionism  and  Jewish  Nationalism — for  the 
punwjses  of  this  argument  both  are  identi- 
cal—  is  the  charge  that  Zionism  is  incom- 
patible with  American  Patriotism.  It  is 
an  argument  acquired  from  anti-Semi- 
tism. It  has  reached  its  mast  persistent 
expression  in  the  United  States,  though  it 
has  not  bt^n  expressed  with  such  clear- 
ness and  thoroughness  as  one  might  exiK»ct 
from  its  advocates.  But  not  a  week  passes 
but  that  some  dyed-in-the-wool  American 
Jew  clutches  the  American  flag  with  frenzy, 
explodes  at  every  mention  of  the  modern 
al>omi nation,  Zionism,  and  defies  it  to  rob 
him  of  his  American  citizenship. 

It  is  true  that  their  fear  is  the  fear  of 
the  naturalized  citizen,  who  must  establish 
a  reputation  among  his  neighbors,  but  as 
Zionism  becomes  more  real,  it  does  apjH^ar, 
in  spite  of  the  crude  expression  of  tlie 
antagonism,  that  there  is  more  in  it  than 
an  angry  statement  on  the  one  side  and  a 
scoffing  denial  on  the  other. 

In  order  to  acquire  a  proper  conception 
of  the  problem  of  double  patriotism,  it  is 
necessary  to  rid  ourselves  of  the  idea  that 
all  patriotism  is  chauvinism,  and  therefore 
contemptible.  The  chauvinist  is  a  patriot 
ivith  national  fever.  Let  us  assume,  how- 
ever, that  we  mean  by  patrotism  that  ra- 
tional devotion  to  the  life,  the  laws,  the 
ideals  of  a  nation,  which  imbue  one  with 
*elf-sacrifice  and  love,  which  makes  one 
feel  that  his  future  is  dependent  upon  the 
welfare  of  his  country.  An  American  is 
one   whose  greatest    concern    is  the  proper 


administration  of  democratic  law  in  the 
United  States,  the  development  of  Ameri- 
can art  and  literature,  the  welfare  and 
prosi)erity  of  the  American  ix^ople,  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  healthy  morality  among 
the  people  of  which  he  is  a  part,  etc. 
Though  his  thoughts  may  wander  to  foreign 
countries — he  may  have  foreign  private  in- 
terests— he  conceives  of  himself,  his  pos- 
terity, as  part  and  parcel  of  the  American 
nation,  and  its  future  and  welfare  are,  ac- 
cording to  the  intensity  of  his  citizenship, 
his  great  concern.  He  may  be  interested 
in  (iennan  literature,  but  only  with  a  view 
to  using  it  as  a  stimulant  to  the  American 
youth  in  their  study  of  American  literature, 
and  as  an  aid  in  its  development.  He  may 
admire  French  art,  but  only  as  a  means  of 
edifying  or  elevating  his  own  compatriots. 
He  may  even  be  interested  in  Palestinian 
exploration,  but  only  for  its  influence  on 
the  religion  or  knowledge  of  his  fellow- 
citizens.  His  art  learning  he  will  use  to 
build  an  art  museum  in  Milwaukee,  or 
his  dramatic  knowledge  for  a  municipal 
theatre  in  Chicago. 

In  other  words,  whatever  altruistic  or 
l)ublie  spirit  may  Iv  in  him,  it  is  dedicated 
to  his  own  people;  his  roots  are  in  the 
land,  and  he  hoiK*s  that  his  branches  may 
ev(T  remain  frtn*  uncfer  the  same  flag.  He 
may  bewail  or  criticise  the  decadence  or 
incompeten<*e  of  his  people,  but  with  a 
view  to  their  improvement. 

The  question  is,  is  Zionism  compatible 
with  that  sort  of  patriotism  or  devotion  to 
country?  By  compatible  I  mean,  can  both 
be  pursued  by  the  same  citizen. 

Zionism,  too,  must  Ik*  stripped  of  its  am- 
biguous meanings.  It  must  be  taken  in  its 
highest,  its  most  develox)ed  form.  It  is 
not  sentimental  or  racial  altruism,  religion, 
the  love  of  the  romantic — or  os  some  Jews 
assert,  a  pride  in  helping  to  make  Jewish 
history — but  it  is  that  effort  of  a  scattered 
people,  with   divei^sified  cultures,  manner*. 
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and  mcKic^  of  speech,  with  various  customs 
and  habits,  to  re-establiah  themselves  on  a 
n*itionar  territory,  where  they  shall  be  re- 
united and  free  to  develop  a  composite,  the 
Te.sult  of  environment,  which  shall  be  the 
<»haraetor  of  Jewish  citizenship;  and,  in 
j^ddition,  while  this  territory  is  beinp  ae- 
quireil,  so  to  work  on  the  various  groups 
that  their  elements  shall  at  once  be  inspired 
to  devote  themselves  to  the  actual  revival 
<»f  national  consciousness,  the  refinement  of 
the  national  language,  the  cherishing  of 
national  ideals  and  tradition,  in  order  to 
forestall  the  day  when  the  territory  sliall 
1m'  aciiuired;  and  before  it  is  legally  ac- 
<luirod  to  be  continuously  spurred  on  to 
ha^ten  the  return,  to  be  precipitated  into 
the  land,  there  to  be  in  a  position  to  act 
as  one*  people,  as  the  nucleus  of  tlie  future 
fr<*e  and  independent  nation. 

With  such  Zionism  is  American  or  Eng- 
lish or  French  patriotism  incompatible!? 

Zioni.sts  have  eagerly,  and  to.>  hastily, 
replied  that  it  is  not.  Probably,  when  that 
position  was  first  taken,  it  was  because 
they  were  not  so  sure  of  their  ground,  es- 
Ijecially-  in  America.  They  were  not  so 
sure  that  Palestin<*  was  a  reality  to  them, 
that  Zionism  was  an  actuality  in  their  own 
lives.  The  more  definite  Zionism  become?^, 
the  cL»s<»r  its  appeal,  the  better  understood 
its  aims,  the  more  real  it  becomes  to  the 
Jew,  the  more  iiiccmgruouir  it  l)ecomes  in 
the  light  of  genuine  American  patrotisni. 
The  nearer  Palestine  is  brought,  the  more 
devoted  the  American  Zionist  must  beeonu^ 
not  to  the  Stars  and  Strip<'s,  American 
literature,  life,  and  art,  its  economic  wel- 
fares, but  to  the  blue  and  white  flag,  ami 
that  land,  which  rises  out  of  the  dim  past 
and  whose  outlines  become  ever  more  and 
more  distinct. 

I,  personally,  eannot  see  how  a  man  vi- 
tallj'  interested  in  Palestinian  conditions, 
in  the  revival  of  a  national  language  and 
literature,  in  devoting  himself  to  the 
^education  of  himself  and  his  children  in 
Jewish  knowleilge,  in  the  stimulation  of  his 
feelingrs  as  a  Jew,  and  with  making  the 
word  Jew  a  strong,  impelling  force  in  his 
<»oniplete  life,  not  as  a  study  but  as  a  sys- 


tem of  life,  can,  at  the  same  time,  assert 
that  the  future  of  the  American  nation, 
its  civilization,  its  morality,  its  prophets, 
are  vital  to  his  existence  or  that  they  are 
not,  in  his  eyes,  like  the  interest  he  has  in 
so-calknl  foreign  civilizations.  Undoubt- 
edly he  is  not  actually  an  American.  He 
has  cast  his  fate  with  another  race,  to  be 
settled  on  another  soil,  to  be  educated  by 
another  tradition,  etc.  lie  is  caught  up  by 
a  different  current. 

I  fei^l  that  the  Zionist  Jew  must  consider 
Ms  position  as  if  he  were  a  shipwrecked 
traveler  who  has  l>een  rescued  and  well 
treated  by  his  rescuers.  He  has  lived  years 
and  years  in  their  midst,  has  accustomed 
himself  t.)  their  life,  is  naturally  interested 
in  their  welfare,  and  will  do  anything  to 
indieati'  that  he  is  anxious  to  pay  his  debt 
to  thinn.  Hut  when  the  call  comes  from 
his  own  iKM)ple.  and  th(*ir  land  requires  his 
interest,  ht-  is  bound,  the  more  insistent  the 
call  bi'comes.  to  say:  I  have,  until  now,  re- 
paid you  all  it  was  in  my  power  to  give 
you.  Xow,  my  own  compatriots  call  me, 
and,  though  I  may  sojourn  in  your  midst 
for  one,  two  g(»nerations,  I  must  respond 
to  the  call ;  1  must  go  back  to  those,  he 
concludes,  with  whom  I  am  linked  by  ties 
older  than  the  ties  I  have  formed  here. 

In  (»ther  words,  he  is  bound  to  declare 
himself  eventually  either  an  American  or  a 
Zionist;  there  can  he  no  unity  there.  Na- 
ture abominates  double  allegiances;  and  a 
divided  individual,  like  a  divided  nation, 
cannot  stand. 

We  are  not  dealing,  now,  with  logical 
syllogisms.  Logically,  it  is  possible  to 
be  interested,  say,  in  an  American  murder 
trial,  and  Conder's  desription  of  Palestine. 
It  is  possible  to  be  a  good  Democrat,  and 
at  the  same  time  hold  fast  to  the  cultur 
form  of  Zionism.  But  whatever  logic  may 
claim  for  the  individual,  life  does  not  ad- 
just itself  to  intellectual  demands;  the  one 
interest  is  bound  to  exclude  the  other. 
Zionism  is  buond  gradually  to  expatriate 
the  Amc^rican  Jews. 

Naturally,  the  sympathies  of  American 
Zionists  will  always  be  with  the  American 
people.    Our  childhood  has  been  fed  by  the 
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products  of  their  genius.  The  freedom  of 
its  cities  has  been  ours,  its  flag,  the  symbol 
of  liberty  and  eijuality  (universal  ideas), 
has  also  inspired  us.  Ita  thinkers,  its  teach- 
ers, its  throbbing  life,  has  had  a  great  deal 
to  do  with  the  formation  of  our  character. 
If  the  destiny  of  the  Jewish  people  leads 
us  away  from  its  cities,  and  its  life  becomes 
for  us  a  sealed  iTisi)iration,  America,  the 
land  of  the  free,  we  shall  always  cherish. 
And  we  hope  that  nothing  in  our  sojourn 
here  has  marred  its  future,  but  that  every- 
thing we  have  done  here  has  helped  to  the 
realization  of  its  best  ideals. 

There  is  no  defense  needed  for  our  con- 
duct. We  are  but  unraveling  the  tangled 
skein  of  our  national  life.  If,  as  we  un- 
ravel it,,  the  double  standard  of  our  life  be- 
comes apparent,  and  we  cast  our  fortunes 
with  our  own  i)eopl(»,  we  are  but  acting  up- 
on the  natural  impulse  of  man  to  dedicate 
his  life  to  thase  whose  interests,  and  even 
dangers,  are  nearer.  AlU'giance  is  not  a 
matter  of  free  choiee.  We  do  n.)t  ehoose  to 
be  Americans^  or  Knglishmen.  or  Jews.  It 
is  the  expression  of  a  lifi*.  We  do  not 
choose  to  Iv  les.s  of  American  eitiz^Mis,  and 
more  of  Judeans,  but  life  eomiH»ls  us  to  Ik? 
what  we  are;  the  sorting  out  of  the  peoples, 
and  the  clinging  t<»g<»ther  of  thosi^  who  are 
linked  by  bonds  of  race  and  tradition,  is 
one  of  the  processes  of  nature  and  we  are 
acting  in  acordance  with  natural  demands. 

In  short,  admitting  that  both  patriotisms 
are  not  compatible,  we  deny  that  their  in- 
compatibility is  censurable,  unnatural  or 
dangerous.  The  American  p**ople  under- 
stand our  position  more  clearly  than  we 
give  them  credit  for.  We  are  gooil,  valu- 
able citizens,  they  will  say,  with  a  strong 
foreign    interest    not    at    all    incompatible 


with  American  interests,  though,  if  we  had 
no  foreign  interest,  we  might  be  doing 
more  for  the  development  of  America.  That 
foreign  interest  daily  becomes  stronger.  It 
rc-acts  on  the  life  of  the  American  Jew.  He 
prepares  himself  for  his  foreign  eitizensliip,. 
they  agree,  which  is  not  essiMitially  ditfer- 
ent  in  textur«>  from  that  of  American  citi- 
zenship. One  day,  many  of  the-ie  citizen* 
will  leave  Anieriea.  When  they  have  es- 
tablished their  nation,  then  all  those  of 
their  race  who  live  in  forcMgn  rountries  will 
ipso  facia,  intending  to  remain  where  they 
are,  In^come  citizens  of  tlu*  tirst  elass  in  the 
countries  when*  they  live.  lentil  then„ 
American  Jews  fight  American  battles,  help 
in  its  (levelopnuMit,  obey  the  laws,  help  to- 
improve  tlu'm.  take  rare  of  their  j>oor,  are- 
self-reliant,  enterprising,  etc.  As  such  they 
are  gcxxl  citizens,  the  American  will  con- 
elude,  but  they  are  citizens  with  a  condi- 
tion. 

The  Zionists  are  the  pione*»rs  of  the  fu- 
ture Jewish  state.  They  ar(»  bound  to  War- 
extra  burdens  J  their  jiosition  is  delicate, 
and  at  times  dangerous;  but  the  principles 
which  actuate  their  ct>nduct  are  universal 
in'incii)Ies,  and  they  act  in  response  to- 
natural  law.  They  are  building  for  pos- 
terity, and  are  bound  to  suffer  prt»?*ent  hard- 
ships for  the  sake  of  the  future  ideal.  The- 
least  of  those  hardshii)s  is  to  admit,  frankly,, 
and  bravely,  that  Zionism  means  the  actuaK 
though  not  inunediat(\  severance  of  rela- 
tions with  the  American  ix^iple,  and  the 
gradual  adoption  of  the  citizenship  of 
anoth(*r  nati<>n,  whosc^  anpeal  antedates  the 
American  appeal  by  centuries,  and  in  the 
interest  of  which,  great  racial  intssibilities 
are  weighed  in  the  balance. 

I^)ns  LipsKV. 
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The  Baal-Shem's  Letter 


By  Martin  Buber 


ONCE  Upon  a  time  the  Baa!-Sheni 
came,  with  some  of  his  follow- 
ers, within  the  neighborhood  of 
Brody.  While  still  a  few  miles 
from  the  city  it  seemed  best  to  him  to  seek 
lodgings  for  the  night,  and  he  turned  to  a 
small  inn  which  was  kept  by  a  pious  Jew. 
The  host,  recognizing  his  guest  as  the  Mas- 
ter, did  everything  a  willing  heart  and  a 
well-appointed  house  made  possible,  to  do 
homage  to  the  Baal-Shem.  The  next  day 
after  breakfast  when  the  visitors  were  pre- 
paring"  to  continue  tlie  journey,  the  Baal- 
Shem  addressed  his  host:  "If  thou  hast 
any  wish  it  shall  be  granted  if  thou  im- 
partest  it  to  me  this  day." 

"Master,"  said  the  other,  "forsooth  I  can 
say  nothing  to  you,  for  God  has  blessetl 
my  worldly   condition  exceedingly." 

When  the  holy  man  heard  this,  he  smiled 
gently,,  and  said,  with- a  familiar  air: 

"Well,  since  I  am  not  able  to  grant  thee 
any  request,  my  friend,  wouldst  be  willing 
to  do  me  a  small  service?" 

With  this  he  stepped  to  the  table,  wrote 
something  on  a  piece  of  paper,  folded  and 
sealed  it,  and  wrote  the  address  to  which 
he  wished  to  have  it  delivered.  Then  he 
approached  his  host  and  said: 

"Behold,  here  I  have  written  and  it  is 
necessary  that  thou  givest  it  as  soon  as  thou 
mayest  to  the  heads  of  the  congregation 
at  Brody,  whose  names  thou  shalt  find 
written  on   it." 


The  master  of  the  house  was  delighted 
to  undertake  the  errand,  took  the  letter, 
placed  it  in  his  vest  pocket  carefully,  and 
said : 

"This  very  day  a  household  errand  takes 
me  to  town.  I  shall  go  there  at  once  and 
deliver   the   letter." 

Then  the  Baal-Shem  smiled  again, 
tapped  the  inn-keeper  on  the  shoulder,  and 
said: 

"Well,  friend,  be  not  in  too  great  a  hurry; 
there  is  no  need  of  great  haste.  Mean- 
while, wouldst  thou  like  to  accompany  us 
a   little   way?" 

Thereupon  the  other  rushed  into  the 
little  room  near  the  stable,  where  he  kept 
his  best  harness  in  a  trunk.  As  he  was 
bending  down,  to  pull  it  out  from  under- 
neath the  dust  of  the  trappings,  the  letter 
fell  from  his  pocket  and  slipped  among 
the  harness,  falling  to  the  bottom  of  the 
box.  The  man  in  his  hurry  did  not  no- 
tice this.  And  so  he  went  to  attend  to 
the  coach,  and  accompanied  the  Baal-Shem 
part  of  the  way.  It  was  late  when  he  re- 
turned, and  he  was  compelled  to  delay  his 
visit  to  Brody.  After  some  days,  indeed, 
he  went  there,  but  he  had  forgotten  about 
the   letter. 

The  year  had  not  completed  its  course, 
when  travelers  brought  the  news  to  the 
inn-keeper  that  the  great  Master,  Israel 
Baal-Shem,  had  departed  this  life  and  en- 
tered the  "world  of  reality."  Then  a  great 
sadness  came  over  the  inn-keeper  because 
it  was  not  ordained  for  him  to  meet  the 
master  again,  in  this  world.  Then  in  the 
mirror  of  his  thoughts  rose  visions  of  the 
day  when  his  house  had  been  honored  by 
the  presence  of  the  Baal-Shem.  The  mom- 
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ory  of  the  letter,  however,  remained  hid- 
den in  the  darkness  of  oblivion. 

Time  in  its  flight  brought  many  hard- 
ships to  the  inn-keeper,  and  though  he  bore 
himself  courageously  toward  life,  he  could 
not  check  the  evil.  His  house  and  posses- 
sions dwindled  away,  and  even  the  hard 
labor  which  he  performed  day  and  night 
brought  him  no  return,  now  that  fortune 
had  turned  from  him.  There  came  a  day 
when  there  was  no  bread  in  the  house  and 
the  children  cried  in  hunger.  Then  he 
could  no  longer  look  into  the  sad  eyes  of 
his  wife.  In  vain  his  eyes  scanned  the  bare 
walls  of  the  room,  to  see  whether  there 
might  not  be  left  something  which  he 
might  be  able  to  exchange  for  food — ^but 
there  was  nothing  which  had  not  been  dis- 
posed of. 

As  he  thought  and  thought,  he  remem- 
bered an  old  chest  which  Had  once  stood 
near  the  stable,  and,  at  last — siiu-o  ho  for 
a  long  time  could  call  neither  horse  nor 
stable  his  own — had  found  its  place,  with 
other  useless  rubbish,  under  the  roof  of  the 
wretched  little  house  in  which  he  now 
lived.  And  so  he  climbed  up  there,  and 
rummaged  through  the  old  chest,  to  see 
whether  there  were  any  old  scrajw  of 
leather  and  metal,  for  which  a  dealer  would 
offer  him  a  few  groschen.  While  emptying 
the  chest  and  looking  through  its  contents, 
he  found  on  the  floor,  under  a  thick  layer 
of  dust,  the  long-forgotten  letter,  the  de- 
livery of  which  the  Baal-Shem  had  once — 
seventeen  years  before — asked  him  to  un- 
dertake. He  picked  it  up,  and  read  the 
address,  and  recognized  the  handwriting. 
There  arose  in  image  before  his  mind, 
everything,  alive  once  more,  and  tears 
gushed  forth  from  his  eyes  and  he  cried: 

"Truly,  now  do  I  know  the  source  of  all 
my  misfortune!  Alas,  thoughtless  one,  to 
have  delayed  carrying  out  the  commands  of 
thy  master!" 

And  as  he  saw  once  more  with  sorrow 
and  remorse  the  well-known  characters,  the 
thought  came  to  him:  "Perhaps  it  would 
be  well  if  I  were  to  go  to-day  (a^hough 
so  many  years  have  elapsed)  to  Brody,  with 
the  letter,  and  find  the  men,  to  whom  it 


was  once  written.  Perhaps  it  may  accom- 
pUsh  its  good  purpose."  And  he  forgot 
the  need  and  bitterness  in  his  own  home, 
and  his  heart  gave  motion  to  his  feet. 

So  he  went  with  the  letter  to  the  city 
of  Brody.  When  he  arrived  there,  tired, 
exhausted,  and  penniless,  he  betook  himself 
to  the  Beth  Hamidrash,  after  the  manner 
of  the  poor.  Here  he  turned  to  some  old 
men,  asking  them  who  had  been  the  princi- 
pal men  of  the  community  seventeen  years 
before.  After  some  reflection,  the  men 
mentioned  a  few  names,  which,  however, 
had  nothing  in  common  with  those  names 
that  appeared  on  the  letter.  He  drew  forth 
the  letter,  read  the  names  written  there, 
and  asked  the  old  men  when  the  men 
named  had  been  prominent  in  the  com- 
munity. The  eldest  of  the  group,  after 
deep  cogitation,  said:  "I  can  remember 
all  the  Jews  of  the  last  seventy-five  years, 
who  were  prominent  among  us — in  spite  of 
my  advanced  age  my  memory  is  as  clear 
as  erystal — but  I  know  that  during  all  that 
time,  no  one  bearing  either  of  those  names 
has  bet»n  in  power." 

Then  another  said: 

"There  are,  indeed,  two  young  i)eople  here, 
bearing  those?  names,  but  they  have  scarcely 
outgrown  their  apprenticeship,  have  been 
lately  married,  and  have,  as  yet,  held  no 
office." 

A  third  called  out,  laughingly,  "Well, 
have  a  little  patience,  even  now  the  names 
of  our  officers  are  being  drawn  from  the 
urn :  who  knows  you  may  be  able  to  deliver 
your   letter   to  them   at   once." 

This  gave  rise  to  much  raillery.  While 
they  were'  giving  way  to  their  merriment, 
the  door  was  suddenly  opened  and  two 
high-spirited  boys  rushed  in,  crying: 

"Congratulations!  The  election  is  over! 
The  youngest  men  in  the  council  have  be- 
come our  elders!" 

And  they  cried  out  jubilantly  the  very 
names  which  were  specified  on  the  letter 
of  the  Baal-Shem.  Then  a  great  wonder 
came  upon  the  people,  and  the  men  accom- 
panied the  stranger  to  the  house  of  assem- 
bly, where  the  newly-elected  elders  were  be- 
ing ingtalled  into  office.     Informed  of  the 
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unusual  circumc^tanoes*  and  bewildered  by 
them,  the  inn-keeper  stepped  up  to  the  two 
men,  and  handed  them  the  letter,  saying: 
"The  Baal-Shem  commanded  me  to  put 
this  into  your  hands." 

At   first    they  looked  at  each  other  per- 
plexed,    then    the    one    asked:      "Whence 
comest  thou,  O  stranger,  and  how  happens 
it  that  thou  dost  bring  us  a  letter  from  the 
holy  Baal-Shera   (blessed  be  his  memory), 
whose  death  occurred  seventeen  years  ago, 
when  we  were  still  children?'' 
The  stranger  weakly  replied: 
'*!  come  from  a  small  village  in  this  vi- 
cinity,  and  to  me  also  the  details  of  this 
matter  appear  truly  wonderful." 

And  he  told  them  the  story  of  the  letter, 
and  how  it  had  come  into  his  possession. 
Then  he  gave  them  the  letter,  saying: 

"Now  take  it  from  my  hands  and  open 
it,  for  I  have  not  the  courage  to  go  deeper 
into  the  miracle." 

So  they  took  the  letU^r  and  oi)ene<l  it, 
and  found  its  contents  to  be  as  follows: 

*^e  who  delivers  this  letter  to  you,  the 
masters  and  leading  men  of  your  commu- 
nity, is  a  worthy  man  of  good  character. 
For  many  years  of  his  life  he  enjoyed  every 
comfort.  Then  fortune  left  him,  and  his 
X>ossessions  were  taken  from  him.  Now  he 
endures  great  poverty.  I,  Israel  Baal- 
Shem,  ask  you  to  interest  yourselves  in  his 
behalf,  and  to  help  him  overcome  his  ob- 
stacles. Perhaps  you  think  it  incredible, 
that  I  should  have  written  this  letter. 
Therefore,  let  this  be  a  sign  to  you:  Unto 
each  of  you  a  child  will  be  born  this  day, 
and  before  an  hour  will  have  passt^d,  after 
the  reading  of  this  letter,  messengers  will 
eome  to  you,  informing  you,  that  you  are 
fathers,  the  one  of  a  son,  the  other  of  a 
daughter.'' 

And  so  indeed  it  happened,  just  as  the 
letter  predicted.  Messengers  came,  bear- 
ing the  news.  Then  the  whole  community 
congregated  to  do  him  honor,  and  through 
the  holy  will  of  the  Baal-Shem,  they  ex- 
tended so  many  kindnesses  to  the  inn-keep- 
er, that  he  was  able  to  set  up  his  house 
ngain,  and  in  a  short  time  regained  his 
former  wealth. 


Heine  on  Moses 


Fifteen  months  before  his  death,  Hein- 
rich  Heine  wrote  of  the  sense  of  apprecia- 
tion, that  had  grown  on  him,  of  the  charac- 
ter of  Moses,  the  law-giver: 

"I  think  I  may  flatter  myself  that  a 
clearer  light  has  dawned  upon  me  as  to  the 
character  of  Moses,  from  an  insight  into  the 
first  division  of  the  Bible.  His  grand 
figure  has  produced  a  profound  impression 
upon  me.  What  a  gigantic  figure  I  I  can- 
not imagine  that  Og,  King  of  Bashan,  was 
grander.  How  small  does  Sinai  appear 
when  Moses  stands  upon  it!  That  moun- 
tain is  but  as  a  pedestal  whereon  rest  the 
fe<*t  of  that  man  whose  head  rises  to  heaven 
wh<^re  he  holds  converse  with  God.  May 
the  sin  be  pardoned  me,  but  at  times  it 
has  seemed  to  me  as  though  this  Mosaic 
God  were  but  the  luminous  reflex  of  Moses 
himsi^lf,  whom  he  so  rtMcmbles  in  anger  as 
in  love.  It  would  be  a  grievous  sin,  it  were 
she<»r  anthropomorphism  to  assume  such  an 
identity  as  to  God  and  his  Prophet — but 
the  res<*mblance  is  striking. 

"In  earlier  days  I  was  not  particularly 
fon<l  of  Most^s,  probably  because  the  spirit 
of  Ilell(»nism  prevailed  in  me  and  I  could 
not  forgive  the  Lawgiver  of  the  Jews  his 
hatrixl  of  all  plasticism.  T  did  not  preceive 
that  Moses,  in  spite  of  his  hostility  to  art, 
was  yet  a  great  artist  himself,  possessed  of 
a  truly  artistic  spirit.  Only  that  this  artis- 
tic spirit  with  him,  as  with  his  Egyptian 
fellow-countrymen,  was  directed  •  towards 
what  is  colossal  and  indestructible.  But, 
unlike  the  Eg>'ptians,  he  did  not  fashion 
his  work  of  art  with  bricks  and  granite — 
no,  he  erected  human  pyramids,  he  chiselled 
human  obelisks;  he  took  a  poor  tribe  of 
shepherds  and  transformed  them  into  a 
people  destined  in  like  manner  to  outlive 
centuries,  a  great,  eU»rnal,  holy  people,  a 
people  of  God,  to  serve  all  the  other  peoples 
as  a  pattern,  nay,  as  a  prototype  for  hu- 
manity at  large — he  created  Israel!  With 
greater  right  than  the  Roman  i)oet,  this 
artist,  the  son  of  Amram  and  the  midwife 
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Jochebed,  may  boast  to  have  reared  a  monu- 
ment more  perennial  than  brass! 

"As  of  the  master,  so  of  his  work,  the 
Jews,  I  have  never  spoken  with  sufficient 
veneration;  a  circumstance,  also  due,  no 
doubt,  to  my  Hellenic  temperament,  to 
which  Judaic  asceticism  was  repugnant. 
My  predilection  for  Hellas  has  since  di- 
minished. I  see  now  that  the  Greeks  were 
merely  comely  youths,  but  the  Jews  were 
always  men,  powerful,  inflexible  men,  not 
only  formerly  but  down  to  the  present  day, 
in  spite  of  eighteen  centuries  of  persecu- 
tion and  misery.  Since  then  1  have  learnt 
to  do  them  greater  justice,  and,  were  it  not 
that  any  pride  of  birth  on  the  part  of  a 
champion  of  revolution  and  its  democratic 
principles  would  be  a  silly  contradiction, 
the  writer  of  these  pages  might  well  be 
proud  of  the  fact  that  his  ancestors  belonged 
to  the  noble  house  of  Israel;  that  he  is  a 
descendant  of  those  martyrs  who  gave  unto 
the  world  morality  and  a  God,  and  have 
fought  and  suffered  on  all  the  battlefields 
of  thought." 


After  the  Seder 


By  Louis  Lipsky 


The  tabic  had  been  cleared,  and  the 
father  leaned  back  against  the  white  pillows 
which  elevated  him  above  his  family,  lie 
was  about  to  conclude  the  ceremony  with 
the  reading  of  the  last  half  of  the  Hagada. 
The  children  were  drowsy.  They  kept 
themselves  awake  by  kicking  each  other's 
shins.  The  mother  shook  her  lean  finger 
at  one,  at  another,  and  said,  reproachfully: 
"Can't  you  l>e  patient.  It  will  soon  be  over 
now." 

The  candles  spluttered.  The  lamp,  en- 
veloped in  a  humid  corona,  shone  softly, 
and  matzo  crumbs  were  scattered  over  the 
table.  The  wine-glasses  were  half-filled,  and 
red  blotches  stained  the  linen  table  cloth. 

Then  the  father  raised  his  heavy  eyes, 
beckoned  to  his  wife  to  fill  the  glass  once 
more,  and  resumed  the  reading  of  the  Ha- 
gada, his  voice  thick  and  his  gestures  lan- 
t?uid. 


The  last  few  pages  of  the  Hagada  were 
not  as  interesting  as  its  beginning.  Little 
Michael  had  asked  the  Four  Questions  for 
the  first  time,  and  there  had  been,  much 
merriment.     Xow  the  father  read: 

"O  pour  out  Thy  wrath  upon  the  heathen 
that  have  not  known  Thee,  and  upon  the 
kingdoms  that  have  not  called  upon  Thy 
Name " 

The  mother  opened  the  door  to  give  the 
words  an  opportunity  to  escape  outdoors^ 
and  the  children  nudged  each  other.  The 
prophet  Elijah  did  not  appear,  nor  was  any 
sound  returned  in  answer  to  the  invocation^ 

David  listened  with  an  inattentive  ear. 
He  had  sat  at  eight  Seders,  and  it  was  not 
a  novel  ceremony.  He  fidgeted  about  in 
his  seat.  Would  his  father  never  end?  It 
seemed  absurd  to  repeat  the  sing-song  dog- 
gerel:    "One  kid,  one  kid " 

But  the  Hagada  was  soon  finished  with  a 
nmmbled  flourish. 

The  younger  children  had  already  left 
the  table.  The  mother  said :  "Nu.  Dovidle, 
why  don't  you  go  to  sleep?"  Dovidle  mur- 
mured a  reply,  and  feigned  drowsiness,  but 
remained  at  the  tabic.  His  father  arose, 
smoked  his  last  cigarette,  sullenly,  sleepily 
scratched  the  back  of  his  head  and  w^ent  to 
bed.  Finally  the  mother  turned  down  the 
lamp-wick,  locked  the  door,  and  unsteadily 
followed  her  husband. 

When  all  were  gone,  David  looked  up 
slyly,  and  produced  a  bulky  package,  upon 
which  he  had  been  seated  all  evening.  It 
was  a  book.  He  placed  in  on  the  table,  and 
l)ressing  his  elbows  on  either  side  of  the 
book  looked  down  on  the  printed  page  and 
read. 

His  eyes  shone  and  his  face  flamed.  He 
read  swiftly  and  turned  down  page  after 
I)age  with  great  eagerness 

He  was  reading  the  story  of  the  life  of 
J(»sus  told  by  Ernest  Renan,  the  stirring 
romance  of  the  life  of  the  man  who  had 
given  Christendom  its  religion  and  its 
ideals.  He  read  of  the  simple  candor  and 
I)roud  courage  of  the  scourged  prophet. 
Of  course,  Jesus  was  not  a  Jew,  thought 
David.  He  read  of  the  rude,  simple,  weak 
men  who  were  his  disciples,  and  followed 


Digitized  by 


Cjoogle 


THE    MACCABAEAN. 


107 


him  almost  to  the  execution  at  Calvary. 
Of  course,  Jesus  was  not  a  Jew;  had  he 
been  a  Jew,  David  would  not  have  been 
afraid  to  let  his  father  see  him  reading  the 
man's  life.  Jesus  was  the  wrath  God  had 
poured  out  upon  the  heather.  David  bared 
his  shoulders  to  as  much  wrath  as  he  could 
by  reading  the  forbidden  book 

The  candles  spluttered.  The  clock  struck 
one,  two.  ..."  Then  they  flickered,  si)at, 
dipped — and  the  light  was  gone. 

lie  lovingly  replaced  the  book  in  his 
blouse,  stretched  himself,  glanced  at  the 
Ilagadas  left  open  on  the  table  and  slowly 
orept  to  bed.* 


The  LeMon  of  the  PrelimiiMiry  Electiont 

Dr.  Pasmanik  had  a  trenchant  criticism 
of  the  Russian  Zionists  in  an  article  which 
appeared  in  Dan  Yiddische  Volk  after  the 
preliminarj'  elections: 

The  elections  are  not  over  as  yet,  but  the 
preliminary  elections  in  which  the  direct 
will  of  the  people  has  expressed  itself  are 
at  an  end.  We  may  therefore  sum  up  the 
results. 

The  Zionists  have  shown  that  they  are 
a  real  power  notwithstanding  the  so-called 
Jewish  National  Group  of  St.  Petersburg, 
assimilators  who  appealed  to  the  lowest  in- 
stincts of  the  masses.  But  at  the  same 
time  the  preliminary  election  has  shown 
that  the  Zionists  are  poorly  organized. 

The  Ilelsingfors  Congress  was  called  to- 
gether too  late,  the  new  Central  Committee 
was  organized  only  a  few  days  before 
the  election  campaign  and  the  Zionist  mas- 
ses are  not  yet  accustomed  to  party  discip- 
line. All  these  causes  have  brought  ter- 
rible confusion  into  the  election  work  of 
the  Zionists.  Many  of  our  Zitmists  have 
not  yet  become  imbued  with  the  new  prin- 


ciples adopted  at  the  Ilelsingfors  Congress, 
and  therefore  they  did  not  work  with  suf- 
ficient energy  against  the  slander  agita- 
tion of  the  Jewish  patriots,  such  as  Vina- 
wer  and  Company.  The  idea  of  Zionism 
which  must  bind  together  our  past  with 
our  present,  the  work  in  "(ioluth"  and  the 
work  in  Palestine — this  idea  was  too  new, 
and  the  Zionist  army  has  not  yet  become 
conscious  of  it.  This  caused  a  certain  dis- 
order in  our  ranks.  In  some  cities  Zionists 
thought  that  they  would  succeed  at  the 
(^lections  if  their  Zionism  were  covered  by 
a  mantle  of  nationalism,  that  is,  if  they 
would  hide  the  Ilelsingfors  program.  Life 
has  shown  us  that  wherever  we  came  out 
oi)(»nly,  we  were  victorious.  In  Kovno, 
where  all  th(^  forces  of  anti-Zionists  and 
the  Bund  came  out  against  the  Zionists, 
in  many  towns  in  Volhynia,  Grodno,  Minsk 
and  Poltava  we  have  won  at  those  places 
in  the  i)reliminary  elections.  We  lost  in 
tho.H'  i)laees  where  our  undisciplined  com- 
rades have  covered  up  their  Zionism  with 
lukewarm  nationalism. 


*Reprinted      from    the     N.     Y.     Zionist 
AnnuaL 


Dr.  Nordau  to  English  ZionisU 

In  a  letter  to  the  Englisli  Zionist  Federa- 
tion, Dr.  Max  Nordau  wrote  this  month: 

"I  am  sure  the  flan:e  of  enthusiasm  of 
our  partisans  in  England  m»ed  not  be 
stirred  up.  Please  transmit  them  my 
warnust  greetings  and  remind  them  that 
they  nmst  not  lose  sight  of  the*  fundamen- 
tal fact  that  our  movement  is  a  political 
one.  and  one  intended  n.>t  to  benefit  a 
few  individuals,  or  a  tiny  group,  but  to 
modify  the  moral,  political  and  economical 
status  of  all  the  Jews  in  the  world,  or  at 
least,  all  those  who  claim  themselves  to  be 
irembers  of  a  Jewish  nation.  Latterly  a 
cry  has  been  raiscnl  for  practical  work  in 
Palestine.  By  all  means  let  us  work  prac- 
tically there,  but  in  the  spirit  of  political 
Zionism,  not  of  i)etty  and  obsolete  Chovevi 
Zionism.  To  help  a  few  desultory  settlers 
to  become  aidtnl  agriculturists,  in  Pales- 
tine, is  not  and  cannot  be  our  task.  Our 
efforts  in  Palestine  must  exclusively  aim 
at  the  preparation  of  the  country  for  fu- 
ture greater  destinies.'^ 
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Prejudice  at  Columbia 


Jewish  Studentt  Under  Disadvantages  at  New 
YoiVs  Largest  University 


During  the  month,  the  New  York  Sun 
printed  an  article  in  which  credence  was 
given  to  rumors  of  discrimination  in  force 
at  Columbia  University  against  Jewish  stu- 
dents. The  faculty  of  the  university  de- 
nied the  charges  vigorously,  and  the  Jew- 
ish students  denied  making  them,  but  the 
rumors  pi^rsist. 

It  is  stated  that  the  Philolexian,  a  debat- 
ing society,  the  Barnard  Literary  Associa- 
tion and  the  Forum,  two  other  debating 
societies,  have  not  been  friendly  to  the 
Jews;  that  the  Greek  letter  fraternities  in- 
clude no  Jews  in  their  membership,  and 
that  it  is  next  to  impossible  for  a  Jewish 
student  to  become  a  member  of  the  Univer- 
sity Club,  no  matter  how  high  his  attain- 
ments may  be.  It  is  also  said  that  in  Teach- 
ers' College  Jewish  students  are  not  assign- 
ed  teaching  positions  as  are  all  other 
students.  In  explanation  of  this  last 
charge,  the  College  stated  that  other 
schools  and  colleges  do  not  seem  to  be  eager 
to  secure  the  services  of  Jewish  teachers. 

The  American  Hebrew  gives  an  inter- 
view with  several  Jewish  students,  in 
which,  strange  to  say,  the  interviewer  hints 
at  a  justification  of  the  social  prejudice, 
and  ventures  tlie  suggestion  that  the  Jew- 
ish students  may  be  oversensitive. 


The  interview  is  given  here  as  evidence 
of  the  fact  that  Columbia  University  is  not 
alone  open  to  a  charge  of  prejudice: 

The  interviewer  <asked: 

"Do  you  mean  too  say  that  when  a  Jew- 
ish student  shows  manifest  superiority  to 
the  rest  of  his  class,  he  does  not  obtain  the 
honor  due  him?'' 

"No,  no  case  of  that  kind  has  occurred- 
No  professor  would  dare  to  make  so  marked 
a  distinction.  It  is  when  there  is  but  little 
to  choose  between  two  students  the  ten- 
dency stM?ms  to  be  to  give  the  benefit  of  the 
doubt  to  the  one  who  is  not  a  Jew." 

"May  that  not  be  due  to  a  certain  over- 
sensitiveness  on  the  part  of  the  Jewish 
student  in  question?  It  is  so  easy  to  say 
that  you  have  failed  because  you  are  a 
Jew." 

"That  may  be,  but  the  thing  occurs  too 
often  for  the  explanation  to  account  for 
all  cases." 

'Wsh  regards  social  exclusion.,  may  not 
ihi^  sometimes  he  meritedf"  asked  the  in- 
tc^rviewer. 

"That  again,  is  very  diflicult  to  say.  Of 
course  Jewish  students,  while  they  have 
intellectual  ability,  very  often  obtain  posi- 
tions for  which  their  social  training  scarce- 
ly adapts  them,  and  in  that  way  social  ex- 
clusion is  a  compliment  to  their  intellectual 
prowess.  But  here  again  the  exclusion  is 
60  general  that  there  must  be  some  relig- 
ious or  racial  prejudice  which  is  at  the 
root  of  it.  The  fact  is  so  notorious  that 
occasionally  one  of  the  faculty  will  drop 
a  hint  us  to  its  existence." 
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Among  the  ''Jewish  Missionaries" 


On  Sunday  night,  January  28,  the  body 
of  representative  Jews  of  New  York  known 
as  "The  Judaeans"  assembled  in  festive 
surroundings  and,  amid  the  tasting  of 
choice  viands  and  the  sipping  of  delicate 
wines,  honored  one  of  their  number  who  was 
recently  elected  on  the  Tammany  ticket  to 
a  seat  on  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  New  York,  Justice  M.  Warley  Platzek, 
almost  a  "sachem."  The  Judaeans  who 
were  speakers  told  the  Judaeans  who  were 
not  speakers  of  the  .good  virtues  of  the 
brother  Judaean.  It  was  such  a  happy  oc- 
casion that  the  American  Hebrew  suggest- 
ed that  it  should  be  done  over  again  as 
many  times  as  possible,  but  unfortu- 
nately there  are  too  few  Tammany  Sachems 
who  are  Jews. 


Dr.  Stephen  S.  Wise  has  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  ministers  should  not  be 
yoked  under  the  opinions  of  ignorant 
boards,  and  has  announced  his  intention 
of  building  a  "free  synagogue,"  in  which 
no  one  shall  have  to  pay  for  pews  nor  for 
the  preacher.  Dr.  Wise  preached  for  a 
few  "Sundays"  in  a  theatre,  the  burden  of 
his  discourses  being  something  that  was 
taken  by  other  "missionaries"  as  a  new 
Jewish  religion,  but  which  he  stoutly  af- 
firmed was  Judiasm  re-incarnate,  that  is, 
without  boards  of  directors. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  American  Jewish 
Committee,  held  last  month,  practically  the 
first  meeting  after  its  organization,  it  was 
resolved  to  arouse  public  sentiment  to  the 
enormities  of  the  case  of  Hilsner  who  was 
imprisoned  for  life  in  Austria  on  a  charge 
oi  ritual  murder  some  years  ago.     It  also 
invited  appropriate  funds  for  the  relief  of 
Jewish   sufferers   from  Russian  massacres. 
A  revolutionary  fund  might  be  more  ap- 
propiate  from  this  American  Jewish  com- 
mittee. 


The  Mt.  Sinai  Hospital,  of  which  Mr. 
Isaac  Stern  is  president,  and  the  Hebrew 
Orphan  Asylum  of  which  Mr.  Louis  Stern 
is  president,  have  both  announced  their 
determination  not  to  join  the  federation  of 
charities  which  has  been  proposed  in  New 
York  (>ity.  The  United  Hebrew  Charities 
has  announced  its  commendation  of  the 
plan.  The  course  of  true  philanthropy  does 
not  always  run  smooth,  when  pride  and 
l>ersonal  p:\ory  arc  at  stake. 


The  Woodbine  xVgricultural  School  has 
bt*gun  to  seek  for  more  students,  and  after 
advertising  in  every  Jewish  pai)er  of  the 
country,  .selected  the  first  batch  of  pro- 
spective farmers  this  month  at  the  Educa- 
tional Alliance.  There  are  at  present 
thirte(»n  boys  in  the  school,  and  with  the 
graduation  there  will  remain  six.  The 
school  docs  not  wish  to  appear  anxious  for 
students;  it  would  not  do  to  state  that  it 
is  a  failure. 


Rabbi  Fleischer,  of  Boston,  has  com- 
pleted a  series  of  discourses  on  Christian 
Science.  Between  Zionism  and  Christian 
Science,  Rabbi  Fleischer  finds  it  difficult 
to  maintain  his  "reformed"  temple.  The 
pure  mission  theory  does  not  find  smooth 
sailing  in  cultured  Boston.  Prof.  Barrett 
Wendell's  approval  of  race  integrity  does 
not  make  the  TTnitarian  rabbi's  position 
comfortable. 


The  American  Jewish  Committee  has 
not  decided  as  to  whether  it  should  be- 
glad  or  sorry  for  the  passage  of  the  new 
immigration  law,  which  President  Roose- 
velt so  hastily  signed  this  month.  Was  it 
a  victory  or  a  defeat?  It  is  admitted  that 
the  rules  are  more  stringent  than  before, 
but  is  not  Oscar  S.  Straus  in  the  Secre- 
tary's chair,  the  final  arbiter  of  the  destiny^ 
of  the  Jews  in  America? 
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The  Artist  of  Zionism  Jewish    people   in    a   way    that   shows   un- 

The  New  Art  of  An  Ancient  People,    By  mistakably   the   best  of  his   mind  in  this 

M.   S.  Levussove.     B.  W.  Huebseh,   New  direction.     As    to   execution    and    general 

York.  *  tendency  Lilien  is  considered  in  the  book 


The  Sonq  of  Sox^s. 


As  far  as  inspiration  is  concerned  Lilien  under  consideration  as  belonging  to  the 
is  the  artist  of  Zionism.  He  depicts  the  German  "Secession  School"  in  Art.  This 
past  glory  and  the  brilliant  future  of  the     group  has  broken  away  from  old  traditions 
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and  endeaTors  to  picture  life  in  a  vivid, 
refreshing:  and  individual  way,  free  from 
all  the  absolute  mannerisms  and  antiquated 
notions  that  have  been  the  common  pro- 
perty of  the  artists  of  all  times. 

Mr.  Levussov6  has  written  an  appre- 
<5iative  and  wholesome  account  of  the  art 
of  Lilien.  As  this  is,  we  beheve,  the  first 
important  notice  of  the  work  of  Lilien  that 
has  thus  far  appeared  in  English,  it  de- 
serves a  cordial  welcome.  The  book,  how- 
ever, is  not  as  comprehensive  and  detailed 
as  two  similar  works  tjiat  have  already 
been  issued  in  Germany,  those  of  Zweig 
and  Regener. 

Levussove's  monograph  contains  some 
fifteen  illustrations  to  fifty-one  xmges  of 
text.  The  major  portion  of  the  book  is  de- 
voted to  a  critical  examination  and  descrip- 
tion of  the  accompanying  illustrations.  The 
spirit  in  which  Mr.  Levussove  regards  the 
work  of  Lilien  as  an  indication  of  the  ar- 
tistic possibilities  of  the  Jewish  Rennais- 
«ance  may  be  gleaned  from  the  following, 
with  which  the  book  closes : 

"On  the  slope  of  one  of  the  mountains  of 
the  Rockies,  there  peacefully  and  quietly 
-flows  a  stream.    At  one  point  in  its  path  it 
suddenly    disappears,    is    completely    and 
myteriously  swallowed  up,  leaving  no  trace 
behind.     Yet,   miles   beyond,   this   stream, 
which  had  apparently  sunk  into  the  bow- 
els of  the  earth  never  to   reappear,   rises 
again,    bubbles    up,    richer    and    stronger, 
laden    with  myriads  of   crystals,   catching 
and    reflecting    the    light    of    dawn    in    a 
thousand  rainbow  colors.    Even  so  has  the 
national  spirit  of  the  Jews  again  come  to 
light.    For  two  thousand  years  overwhelmed 
by  the  nation's  woes,  it  was  believed  to  have 
been  completely  swallowed  up,  giving  no  in- 
dication of  existence,  except  in  faint  rumb- 
lings heard   in  the  Talmudic  disputations 
and  the  various  mysticisms  of  the  Middle 
Ages.     To-day  it  reappears  richer  and  fuller 
than  ever,   laden  with  newer  gifts,  reflect- 
ing the  dawn  of  a  new  life  in  the  thousand 
beautiful  forma  of  a  Jewish  Art." 

11.  B.  T. 


Old  ChaMidic  Legends 

Die  Oeschichte  des  Rahhi  Nachman,  ihm 
nacherzaehlt  von  Martin  Buber.  Rutten 
&  Loening,  Frankfort  A.  M.,  1906. 

Martin  Buber,  as  a  Zionist,  as  a  Jew  in- 
terested in  a  peculiar  expression  of  intense 
Jewish  feeling,  has  set  himself  the  task  of 
interpreting  the  legends  of  the  Chassidim 
to  the  modern  world.  Think  of  the  magni- 
tude of  his  undertaking :  to  tlell  a  Christian- 
ized, rationalistic  world,  with  goyische 
koepf,  what  the  rehhi  tells  at  the  table;  to 
take  something  out  of  a  language  in  which 
it  grew  and  put  it  into  a  language  in  which 
it  could  never  have  grown,  from  a  language 
in  which  every  third  word  is  Hebrew  and 
every  tenth  word  simply  saturated  with 
Ohassidic  suggestion  into  a  language  which 
it  resembles  outwardly  just  enough  to  make 
a  satisfactory  translation  —  not  a  mere 
translation — almost  impossible.  The  very 
words  of  the  original  are  supposed  by  its 
Chassidic  readers  to  have  a  mysterious 
meaning;  they  would  not  even  dare  to  cor- 
rect a  word  for  fear  the  arrangement  of  the 
sodot  be  disturbed.  And  Buber  translates 
this  into  elegant  German,  not  as  dead  folk- 
lore of  which  he  is  to  make  a  post  mortem 
examination,  but  as  living  embodiments  of 
Torah  dressed  in  the  latest  European 
fashion.  Need  we  wonder  then  if  Chassi- 
dim, who  knew  the  real  article,  complain  of 
a  lack  of  the  flavor — the  ta'am  we-reach  that 
they  have  a  right  to  expect?  Is  it  surpris- 
ing, on  the  other  hand,  if  the  rationalist 
calls  it  Kinderspielf  ^t  least  we  are  confi- 
dent that  both  will  ultimately  declare  that 
Buber  has  chosen  his  stories  and  the  details 
in  them  judiciously  and  retold  them  admir- 
ably. Therein  lies  the  difficulty;  he  has 
taken  material  from  the  crudest  stage  of  a 
nation's  art  and  reset  it  in  the  most  polished 
stage  of  that  art. 

It  is  as  if  an  Englishman  were  to  take  an 
old  ballad  that  tells  a  superstitious  tale 
about  demons  and  make  a  modem  short 
story  of  it  without  changing  any  more 
words  than  the  difference  in  language  ren- 
ders absoluiely  necessary.  In  the  early 
stage  stories  are  rf  illy  a  mode  of  thinking 
pure    and    simple,    a    '*haec    fahula    docet'* 
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hitched  to  them  is  eminently  in  place. 
That  is  exactly  what  wc  find  in  the  Yiddish 
version  of  Rehhi  Nachman's  stories:  "Awf 
der  Maasa  gesagt  geworen  die  Thorah 
was,  etc."  Buber  naturally  omits  this  and 
all  the  other  devices  of  the  story-teller  that 
do  not  lend  themselves  to  modem  usage. 
In  this  way  he  makes  real  tales  out  of  the 
fables.  On  the  other  hand,  he  rather  em- 
phasizes the  symbolical  side  of  those  parts 
that  would  fail  to  appeal  to  the  modem 
reader  in  themselves  because  of  some  super- 
stition which  is  involved.  Thus,  in  the 
story  of  "The  Bull  and  the  Ram"  the  very 
title  suggests  a  different  handling  from  that 
suggested  by  the  Yiddish,  "A  Story  of  Mir- 
acles." When  the  wicked  king  seeks  to 
learn  from  a  metal  statue,  which  he  has 
constructed  in  accordance  with  magic  art, 
how  he  may  gain  power  over  the  whole 
world,  the  oracular  response.  "Put  down  the 
mighty ;  exhalt  the  lowly,"  is  given  an  appli- 
tion  to  the  story — ^to  put  down  the  \mde- 
serving  mighty,  and  treat  the  persecuted 
Jews  in  accordance  with  their  desert — that 
seems  to  justify  the  introduction  of  the 
supernatural  machinery.  In  Yiddish  the 
writer's  one  end  seems  to  be  to  create  an 
atmosphere  of  mystery.  And  so  throughout 
the  story,  where  astrology,  a  marvelous  fire, 
a  mysterious  wizard,  a  wonderful  plant,  in 
fact,  all  of  the  familiar  elements  of  the 
regular  Yiddish  folk-tale  of  Kishuf  are  in- 
troduced, Buber  manages  to  retain  their 
warm  atmosphere  without  imparting  any- 
thing of  the  stifling  air  of  the  original,  with 
which  one  must  have  long  acquaintance 
before  he  can  like  it. 

Most  of  the  stories,  at  least  as  retold,  are 
distinguished  from  the  general  run  of 
maaselach,  by  having  a  definite  point,  and 
Buber  knows  how  to  stop  when  he  reaches 
that  point,  although  the  follower  of  Rebbi 
Nachman  who  wrote  his  stories  in  Yiddish 
rarely  fails  to  run  beyond  the  point  just 
long  enough  to  dull  it.  Thus,  the  gist  of 
the  story  already  mentioned  is  that  the  king 
who  felt  secure  in  persecuting  the  Jews  be- 
cause the  soothsayers  had  foretold  that  he 
could  be  injured  only  through  "the  bull  and 
the  ram"  was  punished  through  "leather" 


straps  and  **woolen"  shawls,  the  tephdUin 
and  taliih  which  he  forbade  the  Jews  to 
wear.  The  point  of  "The  Rabbi  and  his 
Son"  is  that  the  devil  working  through  the 
minds  of  wavering  people  prevents  the  com- 
ing of  the  Messiah.  This  is  a  favorite 
theme  of  the  Chassidic  legends.  In  thi* 
case,  it  is  the  coming  together  of  the  Rabbi's 
son,  who  has  unwittingly  attained  to  the 
decree  known  as  the  "Little  Light,"  with  a 
certain  Zaddik,  who  represents  the  "Great 
Light,"  that  would  bring  the  Messiah  in- 
stantly. The  devil  prevents  it  by  causing 
accidents  to  the  carriage  in  which  the 
Rabbi  and  his  son  ride  and  finally  by  ap- 
pearing himself  to  slander  the  Zaddikr 
As  soon  as  the  son  dies,  the  devil  is  ready  to 
jeer  at  the  father  and  even  rebuke  him  for 
having  listened  to  him.  Here  we  see  a  re- 
markable resemblance,  shall  I  say,  to  the 
(lehavdil)  early  Christian  legends  of  the 
saints,  and  when  they  tell  of  th^  wonders- 
performed  by  Rabbis  and  the  way  in  which 
they  were  scorned,  we  see  resemblance  to 
another  collection  of  folk-tales  and  mid- 
rashim — the  New  Testament. 

The  next  story  in  the  collection,  "The 
Wise  Man  and  the  Simple  Man,"  is  more 
typical  of  the  long  rambling  "is-er-gekomr 
men,  is-er-gegangen"  tale.  Still  it,  too,  has 
a  point,  that  the  man  who  travelled  every- 
where and  learned  everything  and  earned 
and  spent  a  fortune,  came  back  to  his  native 
country  and  found  his  simple  companion 
happier  than  he,  both  in  adversity  and  good 
fortune.  The  moral  that  the  foundation  of 
Judaism  is  not  ii>  cleverness  or  even  wis- 
dom but  in  simple-heartedness  and  direct- 
ness is  well  enough  from  a  Chassidic  point 
of  view  and  probably  after  it  is  once  accept- 
ed it  will  excuse  the  bad  logic  that  created  it., 
for  the  reward  of  the  simple  in  the  story 
comes  purely  through  the  whim  of  a  mon- 
arch. The  next  story  tells  of  the  substitution 
of  a  maid-servant's  son  for  the  king's  son 
and  the  adventure  that  finally  brought  the 
rightful  heir  to  his  own.  Here  again  the 
tendency  to  ramble  on  through  dreams  and 
woods  and  what  not,  is  indulged  in,  but 
it  is  all  so  delightful,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  terrible  sodot  and  remazim  (mysterious 
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suggestions)  hinted  at  in  the  Hebrew  post- 
script quoted  from  Rabbi  Nachman  in  the 
Yiddish  edition,  that  we  could  readily  for- 
give the  narrator  even  if  he  had  prolonged 
his  story  still  more.  The  final  point  of  the 
story  which,  in  the  prolific  imagination  of 
the  Chassidim,  has  been  given  a  dozen  sym- 
bolical interpretations,  is  that  a  universe 
out  of  plumb  is  set  aright  by  readjusting 
its  parts  that  had  been  a  hair's  breadth  out 
of  gear. 

The  two  stories  that  complete  the  collec- 
tion represent  a  great  class  of  folk  tales  that 
are  difficult  to  classify  on  the  basis  of 
pointedness.  Each  has  a  point,  but  it  is 
repeated  six  or  seven  times  in  sliglitly  modi- 
fied forms.  In  the  tale  of  "The  Master  of 
Prayer"  we  are  told  of  a  wonderful  source 
of  power,  the  avenue  to  which  is  known  to 
a  kin^  who  possesses  a  wonderful  hand-like 
map  of  the  universe.  From  it  his  servants 
draw  various  powers,  wisdom,  valor  and 
prayer.  The  king's  household  is  scattered 
over  the  world  in  a  mad  search  for  the 
king's  little  grandson,  who  was  carried  away 
hy  a  whirlwind.  They  are  ultimately  re- 
united as  a  direct  result  of  the  efforts  of  the 
Master  of  Prayer  to  bring  salvation — a 
rather  Christian  notion — to  a  people  wot- 
flhipping  Mammon.  After  they  are  re- 
united they  continue  their  missionary  work 
throughout  the  world.  The  separate  history 
of  each  of  the  king's  great  men,  of  his  wife, 
his  daughter  and  his  grandson,  representing 
— ^besides  wisdom,  valor  and  prayer,  majesty, 
death,  beauty  and  joy,  is  in  every  case 
fitted  into  one  and  the  same  framework. 
In  the  case  of  "The  Seven  Beggars"  again 
a  single  framework  suffices  for  all.  Each 
meet  the  poor  little  boy  and  girl  in  the 
woods  on  a  separate  day;  each  gives  them 
food  and  a  blessing:  "May  ye  be  like  unto 
me,"  although  each  beggar  apparently  suf- 
fers some  sore  affliction;  one  is  blind;  an- 
other deaf;  the  third  stammers;  the  fourth 
has  a  stiff  neck;  the  fifth  is  a  hunchback; 
the  sixth  is  a  paralytic  and  the  last  is  lame. 
The  boy  and  ^rl  grow  up  and  are  married 


and  during  the  week  of  wedding  festivities 
there  appears  to  them  one  of  the  old  beggars 
each  day  to  renew  his  blessing  and  show 
how  his  apparent  defect  is  a  real  mark  of 
superiority  over  the  rest  of  mankind.  Only 
the  story  of  the  last  beggar  is  never  told. 
That  Rebbi  Nachman  promised  us  when  the 
Messiah  comes,  himehera  heye.menu,  amen. 
Let  the  toastraaster  of  the  leviathanic  feast 
remember  to  call  on  him  for  it. 

When  we  glance  over  these  relics  of 
Ohassidism  and  ask  ourselves  "What  did 
it  all  mean?  Why  was  it?"  we  find  the 
the  answer  in  the  "Story  of  the  Rabbi  and 
his  Son"  we  find  it  in  the  story  of  Reb 
Nachman's  life.  It  is  the  demand  for  in- 
tense religious  feeling,  the  determination  to 
realize  the  ideal  that  Judaism  has  been 
holding  up  and  in  that  effort  to  break 
through  the  icy  forms  with  which  the  life 
of  the  people  was  surrounded  both  within 
and  without.  The  picture  of  the  Rabbi's 
son  straining  every  effort  to  penetrate  fur- 
ther into  the  old  writings,  although  the  very 
least  details  stood  as  clearly  before  his  eyes 
as  the  small  lamp  that  lit  up  his  work 
is  not  unlike  the  picture  of  the  young  Nach- 
man himself,  crying  in  the  synagogue  on 
Friday  afternoon  because  his  intensest 
devotion  was  not  answered  directly  by  a 
visible  Gk>d.  Among  the  common  people 
Ohassidism  was  even  more  definitely  the 
result,  of  such  a  feeling.  It  was  in  a  sense 
a  revolt  of  the  layman  against  a  crystalliz- 
ing rabbinism,  that  could  cite  sections  and 
paragraphs,  that  put  everything  in  the  past 
and  nothing  in  the  present.  In  this  respect 
Ohassidism  had  the  same  attitude  towards 
orthodox  Judaism  as  Zionism  has  toward 
Reform.  Both  are  demands  of  the  people 
for  a  more  intensely  Jewish  life  in  the 
present.  Ohassidism  was  not  satisfied  with 
forms;  Zionism  is  not  satisfied  with  for- 
mulae, 

Ohassidism  was  a  mediaeval  cry  for  more 
feeling;  Zionism  is  a  modern  striving  for 
more  action. 

Nathan  T.  Isaacs. 
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THE  JEWISH  CHRONICLE 

TiJE  passing  of  the  London  Jewish 
Chronicle  from  the  somewhat  obscure  anti- 
or  non-Zionist  hands  of  Mr.  Israel  Davis 
to  those  of  the  pronounced  Zionist,  Leopold 
Greenberg,  has  well  merited  the  attention 
it  has  received.  The  Chronicle  in  its  long 
and  interesting  history  has  endeavored  to 
be  a  representative  communal  organ,  and 
thus  of  necessity  lagged  a  little  behind  cor- 
rect ideas,  and  only  advanced  beyond  them 
now  and  then  in  an  experimental  way. 
Because  of  this,  though  we  know  the 
Chronicle  during  the  Ihst  decade  as  tlie 
forcing  house  of  the  anti-Zionistic  argu- 
ment, yet  a  delving  into  its  files  would  re- 
veal a  period  of  complacent,  hesitating  or 
sympathetic  Zionism.  For  the  Chronicle 
not  only  responded  to  the  community  it 
represented,  but  endeavored  to  live  abreast 
of  the  current  English  thought,  and  mod- 
elled itself  on  the  English  press,  which  has 
never  been  local  in  its  information,  or  re- 
garded anything  as  "foreign"  for  editorial 
opinion. 

England,  i)erhaps  because  of  its  Puritans, 
perhaps  because  the  Anglo-Saxon  blood  runs 
to  mysticism  of  a  type,  has  always  been  pre- 
disposed towards  the  Return.  It  was  the 
Mes-^ianic  argument  that  brought  Cromwell 
to  agree  to  the  resettlement  of  the  Jews  in 
England,  and  Sabbatliia  Zovi's  stocks  wero 
sold  on  the  London  Stock  Exchange.  Even 
David  Reubeni  had  special  English  sup- 
port. The  archives  of  the  British  Foreign 
Office  contain  several  Zionistic  plans,  nota- 
bly those  of  Lord  Shaft<?sbury,  and  the 
lapse  of  the  years  will  reveal  its  details  as 
well  as  those  propounded  by  Benjamin 
d'Israeli  to  Louis  Phillippc  and  the  Sub- 
lime Porte.  At  no  date  subsequent  to  the 
Crimean   war  had  there  been   lacking  the 


retired  British  officer  who  has  not  developed 
a  solution  of  the  Eastern  Question,  which 
shall  take  the  shape  of  the  exploitation  of 
Mesopotamia  and  Palestine  by  the  Jews — 
Gawlor,  Warren,  Condor  are  but  three,  of 
whom  the  last  only  is  well  known.  Artists 
like  Holman  Hunt,  journalists  like  Law- 
rence Oliphant,  have  done  their  .best  to 
smooth  the  path  of  the  Return,  and  Ad- 
ventist  writings  have  seized  so  much  upon 
the  incidental  efforts  '  that  a  painstaking 
search  through  this  modem  prophetic  lit- 
erature would  probably  reveal  the  "ingath- 
ering" as  "slated"  for  each  and  eveiy  year 
of  the  last  half  century. 

The  Chronicle  was  not  altogether  un- 
influenced by  these  local  attitudes  until 
Zionism  became  a  tangible  Jewish  plan. 
When  "Daniel  Deronda"  was  first  publish- 
ed, the  Chronicle  honored  George  Eliot's 
masterpiece  by  publishing  the  whole  of  the 
poem  or  prologue.  About  this  very  time 
Col.  Gawlor  was  endeavoring  to  provoke  a 
Messianic  era  with  the  issue  of  stock  for  a 
Syrian  corporation.  The  Chronicle  pub- 
lished all  the  information,  nor  did  it  oppose 
Ilaem  Guedalla  when,  as  chairman  of  the 
Foreign  Bondholders,  he  propounded  the 
Jewish  state  as  part  of  the  security  which 
Turkey  should  give  its  creditors.  It  did 
not  even  wince  when  tJiis  prospect  resulted 
in  a  telegram  stating  that  the  deed  had 
been  done,  which,  of  course,  was  not  the  case. 
Its  then  editor  and  the  late  Dr.  Benisch, 
went  a  good  deal  further  when  in  1878-9 
he  "returned  from  the  Berlin  Congress  and 
recognized  the  real  futility  of  the  pressure 
that  had  been  brought  to  bear  on  Rou- 
mania.  Tie  discussed  "Daniel  Deronda" 
and  registered  it  amongst  the  thing  hold- 
ing forth  greater  promise  than  x;urrent 
politics.  There  was  practically  no  "Mis- 
sion" theory  to  controvert  the  then  prevail- 
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ing  belief  in  Jewish  nationalism,  and  it  is 
well  to  remember  that  we  are  writing  of  a 
period  less  than  thirty  years  ago. 

After  Benisch  and  Michael  Henry  as 
editors  came  Asher  I.  Myers — ^Israel  Davis 
never  manifested  any  specific  attitude — 
and  a  distinct  tendency  to  snobbishness. 
In  a  fight  for  supremacy  with  the 
Jewish  World  in  1880-1  the  Chronicle 
had  gained  the  upper  hand,  thanks  to  offi- 
cial communal  support;  and  forever  after 
it  was  anticipating,  if  possible,  the  wishes 
of  its  benefactors.  Ix)ndon  as  the  inter- 
national news  center  alone  prevented  its 
slipping  into  a  third  rate  position  as  a 
mere  local  record.  It  had  to  live  abreast 
of  the  daily  press  and  so  turned  to  the  four 
comers  of  the  world  for  information  at  a 
time  when  its  paid  social  coliunns  only 
were  really  read  by  the  largest  circle  of  its 
clientele.  Throughout  the  decade  the 
Chronicle  did  little  but  record  the  unin- 
teresting development  of  the  "Lovers  of 
Zion"  movement.  It  had  a  smile,  half  cyn- 
ical, half  admiration,,  for  Col.'  A.  E.  W. 
Goldsmid  and  it  was  not  in  opposition 
when,  in  1892,  Sir  Samuel  Montagu  under- 
took through  a  mass  meeting  to  petition  for 
permission  for  a  return.  Perhaps  again 
the  Chronicle  did  not  take  the  situation  as 
serious,  for  it  heralded  and  advised  Dr. 
Herzl  when,  in  1896,  he  made  his  Zionistic 
debut  in  London.  There  is  still  a  mystery  in 
Anglo-Jewish  history  concerning  the  events 
of  those  few  days :  Why  the  Maccabeans  at 
one  moment  promised  support  and  at  the 
other  rejected  Herzl,  why  the  applause  of 
the  Chronicle  for  the  dream  turned  into 
Chief-Rabbi  Adler's  famous  "egregious 
blunder."  Perhaps  the  real  explanation  is 
that  the  Chronicle  felt  in  honor  bound 
to  admire  the  Jewish  dream  but  detested 
Jewish  activity  and  positive"  effort  towards 
realisation.  The  psychology  is  under- 
•tandable:  we  are  all  ready  with  promises 
of  friendship  and  support  where  we  believe 
such  will  not  be  needed. 

The  first  turn  in  the  bitter  battle  came 
when,  in  1901,  the  Sultan  received  Theodor 
Herzl    at    the    Yildiz    Kiosk.      The    Chro- 


ni<'h'  could  not  misrepresent  what,  from  a 
Euroi)ean  political  standpoint,  was  a  fact 
of  iirst-class  significance.  It  met  the  situa- 
tion in  a  characteristic  way.  It  recognized 
the  victory  by  asking  a  Zionist  to  write  its 
editorial  opinion  on  the  event.  By  1903 
the  full  force  of  its  opposition  was  not 
only  spent,  but  it  wished  to  forget  it.  It 
had  been  advised  quite  outside  of  the  Zion- 
ist ranks  that  the  British  Government  re- 
garded Zionism  as  practical,  possible  and 
useful,  and  it  recorded  the  fact  in  its  own 
cryptic  fashion.  Yet  there  were  forces  be- 
hind it  which  still  desired  to  say  nay — 
Claude  G.  Montefiore,  for  instance;  so  that 
now  it  leaned  to  Zionism  and  now  to  the 
I.  T.  ().,  doubting,  hesitating,  but  n.>  longer 
a  virulent  anti-Zionistic  organ. 

Asher  Myers  died  in  1902  and  with  him 
practically  ended  the  purely  "official  organ*' 
status  of  the  Chronicle.  His  successor 
was  more  positive  in  his  personality  and 
hence  a  shade  less  suave.  The  sudden 
change  in  the  fortunes  of  the  Jewish 
World,  a  Zionist  organ  that  had  become 
<leliberately  nothingarian  —  whereby  it 
became  Itoist  with  the  names  of  Wolf, 
Spielman  and  Zangwill  behind  it,  challeng- 
(hI  the  position  of  the  Chronicle.  It  en- 
deavored to  strengthen  its  position  in  the 
"provinces"  and  to  gain  ground  with  the 
Yiddish  and  Hebrew  reading  public  by 
issuing  supplements — these  acts  were  a  con- 
fession of  weakness;  it  was  cajoling  where 
it  formerly  compelled  people  to  read  it. 
The  transfer  to  Greenberg  has  no  doubt 
IK»rsonal  facts  behind  it,  but  broadly  the 
change  is  natural.  Week  by  week  for  the 
last  two  years  the  Chronicle  has  recog- 
nized the  coming  of  that,  crisis  called 
'Urohin"  which  affects  the  stability  of  the 
English  community.  It  had  no  answer 
and  no  remetly — its  platitudes,  "mission/^ 
"loyalty,"  "patience,"  had  gone  by  the 
board;  it  was  honest  enough  to  refuse  to 
repeat  the  expressions  of  its  old  distemper. 
"Zionism  is  a  blessing  for  the  Jewish  news- 
papers," Asher  Myers  once  admitted,  "it 
gives  them  live  material  in  the  dullest 
season."  The  new  proprietorship  will  pro- 
vide the  living  idea.  J.  ok  ir. 
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The  anti-Semitic  movement  in  Germany, 
declares  a  hasty  Jewish  weekly,  no  longer 
has  any  significance,  although  the  number 
of  anti-Semites  in  Parliament  has  increas- 
ed, and  evidence  is  forthcoming  from  week 
to  week  that  anti-Jewish  feeling  is  grow- 
ing. Of  course,  this  has  absolutely  no 
significance,  or  value,  since  Texas  has 
bloomed,  in  a  night,  as  the  refuge  of  all 
who  may  find  the  Goluth  uncomfortable. 


ZIONIST  TACTICS  IN  BUSSIA, 

Russian  Zionists  seem  to  be  unanimous 
as  to  the  methods  to  be  pursued  in  the  forc- 
ing of  the  revolution  in  Russia.  The  Em- 
pire must  be  broken  up,  and  in  its  stead  is 
to  be  formed  a  federation  of  nationalities. 
In  order  to  secure  Jewish  rights,  they  too 
must  be  organized  on  a  national  idatform, 
prepared  to  fight  for  their  group  rights  in 
every  step  tiiken  in  the  revolution.  Mere 
passive  reliance  on  other  nationalities 
will  prove  fatal  to  Jewish  claims.  That 
such  ideas  are  not  necessarily  Zionistic  is 
shown  in  the  action  of  non-Zionists,  who 
have  joined  hands  with  Zionists  in  these 
demands. 

The  Zionist  must  not,  however,  overlook 
one  thing :  Zionism  must  not  be  set  aside,  or 
weakened,  for  any  length  of  time,  no  matter 
how  brief,  for  the  sake  of  the  success  of  the 
Kussian  revolution.  Zionism  is  the  color- 
ing of  the  Jewish  demands.  Its  principles 
are  essential  for  the  attainment  of  Jewish 
equality,  but  all  the  strength  of  Zionists 
must  not  be  thrown  into  the  revolution. 
They  are  part  of  an  international  move- 
ment whose  aim  is  the  establishment  of  a 
legally  assured  home  in  Palestine,  and  as  a 
corollary  of  that  aim,  the  consciousness  of 


every  Jew  must  be  aroused  and  developed 
in  order  to  evolve  Jewish  nationalists  for 
the  peopling  of  the  home  of  the  future 
nation.  We  are  not  prepared  to  leave  our 
fighters  in  Russia,  nor  are  we  anxious  to 
pave  the  way  for  the  assimilation  of  Jews 
with  Russian  barbarism  or  culture.  Our 
Heroes  in  Russia  are  there  to  fight  the  bat- 
tles of  the  Jews,  and  they  must  not  forget^ 
that  the  Jewish  nation  claims  them  eter- 
nally as  its  own. 

Every  issue  in  Russia  must  center,  so 
far  as  the  Jews  are  concerned  in  the  Jew- 
ish question.  (Jershrunis  may  abandon 
their  people  in  order  to  inspire  Russian 
martyrdom  for  freedom,  but  true  Jewish 
patriots  should  have  in  view  only  the  fu- 
ture of  the  Jewish  nation. 


TlfE  BIG  PBOGBAM, 
What  Mr.  Do  Haas  alluded  to  last  month 
as  the  Big  Program,  presents  a  phase  of 
Zionist  thought  \^hich,  we  believe,  is  never 
actually  out  of  the  mind  of  the  far-seeing 
Zionist.  It  is  folly  to  think  that  our 
present  tactics,  the  effort  to  place  Jews  on 
the  soil  of  Palestine,  can  continue  for  any 
great  legth  of  time.  The  trend  Palestine- 
ward  is  bound,  however,  to  grow  until  it 
is  checked  by  some  p^jwer  beyond  our  con- 
trol. 

The  activity  in  Palestine  is  a  response 
to  actual  conditions.  Zionists  are  not  so 
blind  as  not  to  give  weight  to  those  de- 
velopments that  influence  Jewish  activity. 
The  pogroms  have  created  a  great  deal  of 
the  present  sentiment  in  favor  of  imme- 
diate settlement  of  Palestine;  their  ces- 
sation may  reduce  that  sentiment  to  a  great 
extent.  What  Zionism  ^did  was  to  utilize 
immediate  conditions  for  the  precipitation 
of  Jews  into  Palestine.  It  is  all  in  the 
direction  of  ultimate  victory.  Nothing 
that  strengthens  Jewish  consciousness  and 
love  for  Palestine  has  been  neglected. 

With  the  diminution  of  Palestine  ac- 
tivity which  is  almost  certain  to  come, 
what  then?  Why,  the  return  to  favor  in 
the  movement  of  the  Big  Program;  that 
is,  the  program  of  diplomatic  adjustment 
of  Jewish  demands  with  the  conditions  as 
they  are  in  circles  that  hold  Palestine  in 
their  governmental  power.    Palestine  colon- 
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ization,  schools,  etc.,  will  then  have  altain- 
od  a  stren^h  which  may  enable  them  to 
stand   alone,  and  to  grow  by  attrition  to 

full  stature.  But  the  Big  Program  will 
<*omo  to  the  front  in  order  to  strengthen 

the  i)ositions  acquired  during  the  present 

wave  of  Palestine  sentiment,  and  lead  us 

nearer  to  our  goal. 


THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  ENGLISH 
FEDERATION. 

The  election  of  Dr.  Moses  Gaster  as 
active  President  of  tbe  English  Zionist 
Federation  is  an  event  of  first  class  im- 
portance to  the  movement. 

On  ihe  platform  Dr.  Gaster  excels  any 
-Jew  in  the  United  States,  and  he  has  few 
peers  among  Europeans,  for  he  has  just 
that  poetic  quality  which  holds  the  Jew 
and  sets  him  dreaming.  His  scholarship 
and  his  statesmanship  has  be(»n  admitted; 
the  marring  quality  alone  being  that  pro- 
nounced "ego  in  his  cosmos,"  which  some- 
times makes  leadership,  and  often  is  dis- 
ta^rteful  and  oppressive  to  followers.  A 
touch  of  that  is  seen  in  his  message  on  elec- 
tion. "With  united  forces  and  redoubled 
strength  Zionism  emerges  again  into  the 
light  of  public  Jewish  life  and  holds  out  the 
hope  of  speedy  and  lasting  solution  of  the 
J^ewish  problem."  The  emergence  is  thor- 
oughly Gasterian. 

We  are,  however,  more  interested  in  the 
Oasterian  policy  in  Zionism.  What  is  it? 
The  words  which  Dr.  Gaster  used  at  the 
recent  English  conference  tend,  if  anything, 
*'to  darken  counsel."  He  criticised  the 
Actions  Comite  for  its  masterly  inactivity 
and  only  showed  his  attitude  in  so  far  that 
he  supported  a  resolution  which  adds  to 
the  ordinary  statement  of  the  Zionist  prin- 
-ciplc  these  words:  "Welcoming  with  grati- 
fication the  undertaking  of  practical  work 
in  Palestine  which  is  to  lead  to  this  end." 
The  interpretation  of  this  phrase  is  prob- 
ably to  be  found  in  a  resolution  adopted 
^t  the  conference,  which  reads :  "This  con- 
:ference  of  the  English  Zionist  Federation 
js  convinced  that  the  diplomatic  work  of 
ihe  Actions  Comite  can  be  effective  when 


based  upon  the  strengthening  of  the  Jewish 
position  in  Palestine,  both  economic  and 
educational."  This  brings  the  English  move- 
ment, which  was  wholly  political,  almost 
into  line  with  the  Ussischkin  program,  yet 
such  a  policy  does  not  suit  the  mental 
attitude  of  a  Gaster.  He  helped  to  divert 
the  Chovevei  Zionism  and  cannot  jump  back 
too  far  towards  that  tendencey  without 
being  personally  assailed  by  the  dozens  of 
his  ancient  opponents.  If,  therefore,  he 
stretches  out  his  hand  for  the  that  grip  up- 
on the  movement  which  his  position  now 
suggests,  he  will  probably  revert  to  an  atti- 
tude he  adopted  years  ago — a  meliorist  posi- 
tion, which  will  express  itself  mostly  in 
plans  for  railways  and  industrial  conces- 
sions that  will  carry  with  them  some  of  the 
elements  of  security  of  tenure  and  life 
which  the  "charter"  seeks  to  cover. 


THE  YIDDISH  DRAMA, 

TiiERK  was  a  time  when  the  Yiddish 
drama  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  mod- 
ern Zionism.-  Of  course,  Zion  was  a  use- 
ful word  to  put  into  a  song,  but  the  plays 
were  seldom  nationalistic.  This  last  year 
we  notice  \o  change.  One  of  Sholom  Ash's 
symbolic  dramas  was  produced,  and  al- 
though "Der  Cholom  von  Mein  Volk"  was 
badly  damaged  in  the  process  of  staging, 
it  served  to  reveal  Zionist  sentiment  in  the 
audience,  and  at  the  same  time  to  spur  on 
other  dramatists,  who  are  inveterate  im- 
itators, also  to  write  a  Zionist  play.  Leon 
Kobrin  wrote  "Der  Grosser  Yid,"  which 
was  supposed  to  be  based  on  the  life  of  Dr. 
Mandelstanun.  This  play  created  such  a 
furor  that  the  actor-manager  was  compelled 
to  step  before  the  curtain  and  defend  the 
piece.  Xow,  even  Jacob  Gordin,  the  sturdy 
opponent  of  Zionism,  shows  Zionist  lean- 
ings, if  Mr.  Gordin  can  be  said  to  lean  in 
any  one  direction.  The  leading  character  in 
his  new  play.  "Auf  die  Berg,"  has  a  taste 
for  Hebrew,  and  speaks  with  great  favor  of 
Jewish  rights,  etc.  It  is  not  to  be  expected 
that  Mr.  Gordin  will  change  his  attitude, 
but  it  shows,  at  least,  that  he  sees  the  way 
the  wind  blows. 
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DR,  KOHLER'S  POSITION. 
While  we  discount  many  of  the  rumors 
of  dissensions  in  the  Jlebrew  Union  College 
as  to  the  persecution  of  professors  known 
to  hold  Zionist  views,  it  seems  to  us  that 
Dr.  Kohler  is  the  last  person  in  the  world 
at  whose  hands  fair  treatment  may  be  ex- 
pected. Ilis  opp<>sition  to  Zionism  is  so 
vehement  and  displays  such  a  lack  of  good 
temper  that  it  may  be  expected  that  author- 
ity in  his  hands  will  not  be  wielded  favor- 
ably toward  professors  of  Zionism.  It  is 
a  pity,  and,  we  may  say,  injurious  to  the 
cause  of  reform  Judaism  in  this  country, 
that  its  leading  exponent  should  conceive 
it  as  fundamentally  opposed  to  Zionism.  It 
is  within  the  province  of  any  reform  rabbi 
to  challenge  au  interpretation  of  its  prin- 
ciples wliich  leads  to  a  conclusion  bound  to 
l>e  disastrous  to  tlie  entire  movement. 


WORK  FOR  yJON  ASSOCIATION. 

Thk  Zionist  Association  of  (in^ater  New 
York  is  a  step  in  the  right  direction,  as 
every  studious  Zionist  who  knows  the  situa- 
tion will  admit,  tl  is  an  attempt  to  utilize 
the  strengtii  of  those?  Zionists  who  are  in- 
active, for  the  l)etter  supi)ort  of  Zionist  pro- 
jects. It  tri<^s  to  do  away  with  innumer- 
able meetings,  which  the  member  usually 
finds  irksome.  It  is  an  attempt  at  centrali- 
zation, in  (juarters  where  centralization  is 
the  only  means  of  gaining  co-operation. 

What  the  Association  will  do  with  its 
funds,  interests  Zionists.  If  it  intends  to 
fritter  them  away  in  the  mere  conduct  of 
the  society's  affairs*  Zionism  will  not  be 
the  gainer.  If,  however,  it  intends  to  dis- 
tribute its  funds  judiciously  among  those 
institutions  that  need  its  financial  and 
moral  assistance,  it  will  do  a  great  deal  for 
the  idea  of  making  "Zionist'*  synonymous 
with  "Helper  in  the  Cause." 


And  no  better  preliminary  can  be  thought 
of  than  to  make  every  member  of  the  Zion 
Association  a  subscriber  to  The  Macca- 
BAEAN,  by  virtue  of  paying  his  dues  to  the- 
Association.  The  Maccabaean  as  a 
monthly  visitor  will  be  the  bond  uniting^ 
the  members,  and  will — we  are  not  im* 
modest  in  saying  it — inspire  voluntary 
effort  in  behalf  of  other  Zionist  projects^ 


The  American  Jewish  Committee — of 
60,  accoFding  to  the  latest  reports — scents, 
another  opportunity;  after  San  Francisco, 
poor  Uilsner!  It  is  considering  measures- 
for  arousing  public  interest  in  the  enor- 
mities of  the  case  of  Ililsncr,  imprisoned 
for  life  in  Austria  on  the  charge  of  ritual 
murder.  Has  the  Committee  abandoned 
the  idea  that  it  must  devote  itself  to  Ameri- 
can affairs?  We  fear  that  once  it  extends^ 
its  powerful  right  hand  to  Austria,  its  left 
hand  may  get  mixed  up  with  the  Moroccan 
question,  or,  mirac'es  do  happen,  with. 
Palestinian  affairs.  The  I^zalel  school  is- 
suffering  for  want  of  American  interests 
Is  not  the  Chaluka  a  crying  shame  in 
Israel?  There  is  work  a-plenty  for  the 
Committee,  if  once  it  realizes  that  "Kol 
Yisroel  Chabarim"  is  no  mere  formula,  and 
cannot  be  reduced  to  a  "Society  of  Jewish- 
Co-religionists." 


OrR  Gershunis  and  Liebcrs  and  Maximes- 
face  a  new  danger  when  they  come  to- 
America ; — they  are  asked  to  identify  them- 
selves;  to  prove  a  negative:  "I  am  not  he ;'^ 
and  all  their  deeds  of  valor  are  subject  to- 
jealous  scrutiny.  Is  Maxime  the  real 
Maxime,  and  did  Gershuni  escape  in  a 
(fabbage-barrel  or  did  he  not?  Who  is 
Danielly;  is  his  long  hair  his  own,  or  does- 
it  belong  to  his  orthodox  mother.  We  wish 
less  attention  were  paid  to  the  prophet  and 
more  to  his  prophecy. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Jfrom  %  Mnntimnt 


ProgreM  of  the  Bezalel  School 

Satisfactory  reports  are  being  repeived  of 
the  progress  which  is  being  made  by  the 
pupils  of  the  Bezalel  School  in  Jerusalem. 
The  reports  testify  to  the  extraordinary 
indusrt;ry,  application  and  earnestness  of  the 
students,  who  employ  their  leisure  in  read- 
ing and  are  fully  alive  to  their  duty  to 
raise,  morally  and  economically,  the  con- 
dition of  the  Jews  in  Palestine.  Five 
young  men  who  came  to  Jerusalem  from 
Kussia  a  few  months  ago  have  become  in  a 
remarkably  short  time  competent  stone- 
masons, and  are  now  earning  their  liveli- 
hood. It  is  proposed  to  form  a  special 
stone-masons'  department  at  the  school  and 
also  to  introduce  the  teaching  of  litho- 
graphy. The  offer  has  been  made  of  a  con- 
tribution of  $2,500  for  this  purjKJse. 

Steps  are  being  taken  with  the  view  to 
the  establishment  in  Jerusalem  of  a  mer- 
chants' exchange. 


Trip  to  Palestine 

The  Zionist  Central  Society,  in  Vienna, 
which  organized  a  trip  to  Palestine,  is  ar- 
ranging another  tour  to  last  from  April  15 
to  May  16.  This  time  the  tour  will  em- 
brace not  only  Judea  but  also  Galilee  and 
Samiaria. 


Tlie  ZioB  AMOciation  of  New  York 

The  first  general  meeting  of  the  members 
of  the  Zion  Association  was  held  on  Satur- 
day evening,  Feb.  1),  at-  the  J^enox  Casino, 
New  York.  The  meeting  was  opened  by 
Mr.  S.  Abel,  ^and  Dr.  J.  L.  Ma^nes  presid- 
ed. Prof.  Richard  Gottheil  delivered  a 
short  address.  The  secretary  reported  that 
the  Association  now  number^^  150  mem- 
bers, and  that  it  has  $220.  in  its  treasury. 
The  constitution   of  the  organization   was 


adopted  and  an  executive  committee  was 
elected,  consisting  of  twenty  members* 
After  the  business  of  the  meeting,  the  Rev. 
Masliansky  addressed  the  meeting. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  com- 
mittee, held  on  Feb.  18,  the  followmg  were 
elected  as  officers:  S.  Abel,  president; 
H.  Harris,  first  vice-president;  the  Rev.  H. 
Heyman,  second  vice-president;  H.  E. 
Adelman,  secretary,  and  L.  Gennansky, 
treasurer.  It  was  decided  to  have  a  paid 
collector  and  to  employ  an  assistant  secre- 
tary, to  affiliate  with  the  Zionist  Council 
and  the  Federation,  and  to  enrol  in  the 
Golden  Book  any  member  who  secures  200 
members  to  the  Association. 


Baltimore  Daughters  of  Zion 

The  Daughters  of  Zion,  of  Baltimore, 
celebrated  the  15th  of  Shebat  with  a  Pales- 
tinian evening.  Dr.  S.  Benderly  delivered 
an  address  on  "Ancient,  Mediaeval  and 
Modern  Palestine."  Dr.  Harry  Frieden- 
wald  read  an  appeal  for  the  support  of  the 
Bezalel  School,  the  Olive  Tree  fund  and 
several  other  Palestinian  enterprises.  In 
the  meeting  room  were  displayed  various 
Palestinian  products.  Refreshments  were 
served  after  the  meeting. 


"The  Jew  in  Art" 

Mr.  Leo  Mielziner,  the  artist,  delivered 
a  lecture  on  "The  Jew  in  Art"  before  the 
Cincinnati  Zionist  society  on  Feb.  6.  He 
described  the  work  of  the  Bezalel  school, 
and  expressed  the  belief  that  the  Jewish 
race  now  has  a  fine  opportunity  to  take  a 
high  place  in  the  world  of  art.  An  animat- 
ed discussion  followed  the  lecture.  A  feat- 
ure of  the  program  of  the  same  evening  was 
the  singing  of  several  of  Rosenfeld^s  poems 
set  to  music.  Jacob  Singer  also  contribut- 
ed a  piano  solo. 
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Pittsburg  Zionist  Institute 


Should  It  Be  Abaiidoiied:  Question  DttcoMod 


In  last  month's  Maccabaean  reference 
was  made  to  the  sale  of  the  Zionist  In- 
stitute in  Pittsburg.  As  a  matter  of  fact 
the  Institute  has  not  yet  been  sold  nor  is 
it  about  to^be  sold  for  a  certainty.  Im- 
mediately after  the  Convention  in  1904,  it 
was  decided  to  find  larger  quarters  and  in 
1905,  the  present  institute,  a  large  roomy 
building  standing  on  a  lot  45x180  and  fac- 
in  on  three  streets  was  purchased  for  $15, 
000.  Fifteen  hundred  Dollars  was  paM 
and  subsequent  payments  reduced  the  mort- 
gage to  $11,000.  At  this  time  a  large  gym- 
nasium addition  was  built  at  an  extra  cost 
of  $5,500.  Of  this  all  has  been  paid  but 
$2,000,  so  that  of  the  entire  cost  of  $20,500 
there  is  owing  only  $13,000.  The  floating 
debt  for  loans,  etc.,  is  about  $2,000  making 
H  gross  liability  of  $15,000.  The  institute 
comprises  a  gymnasium,  library,  meeting 
rooms,  class  rooms,  etc.,  and  the  cost  of 
maintenance  is  approximately  $3,200  a 
year.  It  requires  so  much  effort  to  direct 
this  work  that  the  limited  number  of  wor- 
k(;rs  find  no  time  for  actual  Zionist  work. 

The  question  at  issue  is  this:  Is  it  just 
to  obtain  $3,200  a  year  from  the  com- 
munity under  the  guise  of  Zionism,  dis- 
sipating it  all  on  settlement  or  club  work. 
Or  would  it  not  be  better  to  simply  rent 
meeting  rooms  and  devote  such  funds  as 
are  collected  for  Zionism  for  Zionist  pur- 
poses only,  namely  Federation  and  Con- 
gress expense,  shekel  boxes,  Palestinian 
appropriations  and  propaganda   meetings? 

About  a  year  ago  an  oifer  of  $25,000 
was  refused  for  the  institute.  That  meant 
a  profit  of  almost  $10,000,  which  would 
ultimately  go  to  various  Zionist  endeavors. 
It  is  not  a  question  of  Pittsburg  falling 
down  in  its  former  activity.  The  old  wor- 
kers have  less  time  for  the  movement  than 
heretofore.  The  newer  workers  will  not  as- 
sume the  heavy  burdens  of  so  large  an  or- 
ganization with  all  its  detail  of  work  and 
Activitv.     Which  is  the  better  Zionist  ser- 


vice Pittsburg  can  render  the  movement, 
substantial  aid  to  8i)ecific  Zionist  institu- 
tions or  simply  carrying  on  a  local  settle- 
ment? 

A  large  part  of  the  workers  are  in  favor 
of  a  sale  of  the  building  and  urge  an  early 
sale.  As  it  is,  the  needs  of  the  building  are 
immediate  and  pressing  and  every  dollar 
collected  finds  its  way  into  maintaining 
the  building.  It  takes  a  great  deal  of  work 
to  take  care  of  a  gymnasium  with  lockers 
and  baths,  to  advertise  and  conduct  weekly 
basket  ball  games,  to  conduct  Saturday 
evening  socials  or  dances.  This  is  all 
splendid  work  and  worthy  endeavor  but  is 
it  good  for  our  movement  when  it  deprives 
the  movement  of  workers  who  should  be 
collecting  dues,  obtaining  members,  selling 
shares  and  stamps,  collecting  money  for 
Bezalel  and  propaganda? 

Nor  does  the  majority  feel  that  it  is  a  st^ 
backwards  for  Pittsburg  Zionism.  It  is,  if 
anything,  a  step  backward  for  setttlement 
work.  During  the  year  of  1906,  the  Pitts- 
burg Council  not  only  maintained  the  in- 
stitution at  an  expense  of  about  $3,200  .but 
reductnl  the  building  debt  $1,000.  This 
meant  superhuman  eifort  for  a  handful  of 
workers.  The  community  was  proud  of  the 
work  and  the  credit  was  unstinted,  but  the 
real  Zionists  have  felt  during  all  this  time 
that  the  Zionist  propaganda  itself  was  de- 
teriorating. This  is  why  there  is  a  desire 
to  sell  the  building  and  dispos(*  of  the  set- 
tlement work,  to  strengthen  and  reawaken 
propaganda  itself,  the  Zionism  Pittsburg 
had  when  a  single  society  found  it  possible 
to  buy  $500.  worth  of  stock  in  the  Colonial 
Trust. 


APPRECIATION. 
To  Thk  Maccabaean: 

Enclosed  is  P.  O.  Order  for  one 
dollar  to  renew  my  subscription  for  the  year 
1907.  I  like  The  Maccabaean  and  am  inte- 
rested in  the  Jewish  question.  And  I  am 
anxious  to  keep  posted  in  all  their  move- 
ments  of  the  present  day,  wishing  and 
believing  in  their  ultimate  success. 
Sincerely  yours. 

S.  B.  Ensign. 
Lake  Preston,  January,  28. 
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^mmittee  During 
Its  Work 


A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  Federation  was  held  on  Sunday 
evening,  February  11,  at  the  home  of  the 
secretary,  403  W.  115th  St. 

The  following  letter  was  presented  to  Dr. 
Shmaryahu  Lewin  in  the  name  of  the 
Executive  Committee: 

To  Dr.  Shmaryahu  Lewin^ 

**We,  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Federation  of  American  Zionists,  represent- 
ing the  Zionists  of  America,  desire  here- 
with to  record  our  deep  appreciation  of 
your  labors  on  behalf  of  Zionism  in  Ameri- 
<»  during  the  past  three  months.  We  beg 
to  assure  you  that  you  have  awakened  a 
strong  Jewish  sentiment  in  large  numbers 
of  the  Jews  of  America :  you  have  deepened 
the  feeling  of  Jewish  solidarity  between  the 
Jews  of  America  and  the  Jews  of  Russia. 
You  have  inspired  many  with  trust  and 
hope  in  a  Jewish  future.  You  have  in- 
fused much  of  your  energy,  courage  and 
enthusiasm  into  the  Zionists  of  America. 

*'We  bid  you  Godspeed  on  your  voyage  to 
your  family  and  to  Palestine;  and  we 
await,  with  eagerness  and  confidence,  the 
<iay  of  your  return  to  us  from  the  land  of 
our  fathers. 

Harry  Friedenwald,  President. 
J.  L.  Magnes,  Secretary, 

Dr.  Lewin,  in  reply,  thanked  the  Zionists 
of  America  for  the  courtesy  that  had 
everywhere  been  extended  to  him,  and  for 
the  opportunity  of  investigating  American 
Jewish  conditions. 

It  was  resolved,  by  unanimous  vote  of 
the  Committee,  that  Dr.  Lewin  be  author- 
ized to  go  to  Palestine  in  the  name  of  the 
Federation  of  American  Zionists,  and  to  re- 
port to  the  Federation  his  observations 
twice  each  month,  (these  reports  to  be  pub- 
lished by  the  Publication  Committee  ui>on 
their  receipt  in  this  country),  and  to  return 


to  America  next  winter  in  order  to  carry 
on  the  Palestine  propaganda  throughout 
America. 

Dr.  l-icwin  expressed  his  joy  at  the  pros- 
pect of  a  trip  to  Palestine,  and  of  his 
return  to  America  in  the  interest  of  active 
work  in  Palestine.  The  name  of  another 
prominent  Zionist  of  Europe,  who  is  thor- 
oughly acquainted  with  the  technical  side 
of  Palestine  work,  was  mentioned  as  being 
likely  to  accompany  Dr.  Lewin  upon  his 
return  trip.  As  soon  as  the  consent  of  this 
person  has  been  obtained,  it  will  be  an- 
nounced by  the  Federation. 

Propaganda  Committee. 

The  nic^etings  of  Dr.  Lewin  in  different 
cities  will  be  followed  up  by  other  propa- 
ganda meetings  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Federation.  The  chairman  of  the  Propa- 
ganda Coniniitt<»e  and  the  Secretary  were 
instructed  to  arrange  for  such  meetings  in 
various  cities. 

Financet. 

The  committee  to  consider  the  financial 
status  of  the  Federation  reported  as  fol- 
lows : 

The  Fi^deration  taust  be  put  on  a  basis 
that  will  insure  an  income  of  at  least 
$10,000  a  year  in  order  to  carry  on  Zion- 
ist work  in  this  country  with  a  reasonable 
degree  of  satisfaction.  Such  an  income 
could,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee, 
be  raised  without  much  difiiculty,  by  secur- 
ing from  individuals  throughout  the  coun- 
try contributions  to  the  Federation  of  $10 
a  piece. 

Palestine  Committee. 

The  Palestine  Conjmittee  reported  that 
Its  literature  on  work  in  Palestine  had  been 
distributed  to  all  of  the  societies.  An  ap- 
lH»al  had  been  published  in  the  Jewish 
press,  urging  the  societies  to  celebrate  the 
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fifteenth  day  of  Shebat,  by  holding  meet- 
ings for  the  purpose  of  planting  olive  trees 
in  Palestine.  Several  meetings  have  been 
heard  of,  but  no  official  reports  have  as  yet 
reached  the  Committee.  In  January, 
$270.83  was  received  for  Palestine  pur- 
poses :  $152.33  for  the  Bezalel,  $96  for 
Olive  TrtH^  and  $22.50  for  Pflausuugs- 
verein. 

The  chairman  reported  the  receipt  of 
three  important  communications  from  the 
chairman  of  the  Palestine  Committee, 
Prof.  Warburg.  The  Palestine  Committee 
is  now  at  work  concerning  the  proposi- 
tions mentioned  in  these  letters. 

The  chairman  of  the  Palestine  Commit- 
tee reported  his  desire  to  engage  a  paid 
Yiddish  agitator  for  the  purpose  of  col- 
lecting money  for  Palestine  purposes  in 
various  parts  of  the  country.  The  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  concurred  in  this  re- 
quest, which  was  referred  to  the  chairman 
of  the  Palestine  Commission,  Prof.  War- 
burg, for  his  sanction. 

In  the  organization  of  the  American 
Menucha  Ye'  Nachla,  22  subs(?ribers  at 
$3,000,  to  be  paid  in  the  course  of  20  years, 
had  alw^ady  been  secured;  16  of  these  were 
in  Xevv  York  and  6  in  Chicago.  There  are 
promises  of  four  more  subscriptions. 

The  Palestine  Committee  was  instructed 
to  publish  a  pamphlet  on  Bezalel  in  the 
English  language,  with  illustrations. 

Publication  Committee. 

The  chairman  of  the  Publication  Com- 
mittee rei>orted  the  advisability  of  publish- 
ing a  letter  written  by  an  honorable  vice- 
president  of  the  Federation,  Dr.  L.  N. 
Dembitz,  which  will  be  distributed  upon 
publication.  Furthermore,  it  was  reported 
that  Dr.  Schechter's  statement  on  Zionism 
is  about  to  appear  in  pamphlet  form.  It 
was  also  reported  that  a  pamphlet  entitled 
"Zionism:  A  Jewish  Statement  to  the 
Christian  World,"  had  been  published. 
This  pamphlet  was  written  in  England  for 
diplomatic  purposes;  and  it  was  decided  to 
distribute  this  pamphlet  in  large  numbers 


to    senators,   congressmen,   governors,    etc.,. 
throughout  the  country. 

It  was  reported  that  a  pamphlet  by  Dr. 
Max  Schloessinger,  of  the  Hebrew  Union 
College,  of  (Cincinnati,  on  "Reform  Juda- 
ism and  Zionism,"  in  answer  to  Dr.  David 
Phillipson,  had  been  reprinted  from  the 
Jewish  Comment. 

It  was  furthermore  reported  that  the 
Maccabaean  Publishing  Company  had  is- 
sued a  volume  of  six  lectures  on  Palestine,, 
which  had  been  delivered  during  the  past 
year  at  the  London  Zionist  League,  and 
which  had  been  printed  in  the  Maccabaean. 
It  was  r<»solved  that  a  copy  of  this  litera- 
ture, as  also  of  every  publication  to  be  is- 
sued by  the  Federation,  be  sent  to  each  of 
the  societies  with  the  request  that  such  lit- 
erature be  read  at  meetings  of  the  society, 
and  that  report  be  made  to  the  office  of  the 
Federaticm  upon  the  discussions  ensuing 
upon  such  reading.  Large  quantities  of 
this  literature  are  on  hand  at  the  office  of 
the  Federation,  and  at  the  Maccabaean 
Publishing  Company;  and  is  expected  that 
the  Zionists  will  purchase  the  literature 
issued  by  the  Federation. 

The  Publication  Committee  furthermore 
reported  that  it  had  gotten  out  a  printed 
catalogue  of  Zionist  work  on  hand  at  the 
office  of  the  Federation  and  of  the  Macca- 
baean Publishing  Company. 

It  was  reported  that  an  English  trans- 
lation had  been  secured  of  a  pamphlet  is- 
sued by  the  Actions  Committee,  entitled 
"Die  Juedische  Bewegung."  This  pamph- 
let and  the  one  on  "Ten  Years  of  Zionism," 
(which  has  been  promised  in  translation  by 
the  Actions  Comite),  will  make  excellent 
))ropaganda. 

It  was  reported  by  the  Publication  Com- 
mitt*»e  that  the  Zionist  Council  of  Greater 
Xew  York  had  issued  a  Zionist  Annual, 
containing  articles  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Fromen- 
son,  Mr.  Jacob  de  Haas,  Dr.  J.  L.  Magnes,. 
Dr.  Israel  Friedlander,  Mr.  Louis  Lipsky, 
and  an  illustrated  article  on  Bezalel,  by 
Prof.  Boris  Shatz.  Copies  of  this  Annual 
may  be  obtained  at  the  office  of  the  Federa- 
tion, 108  Second  Ave.,  New  York. 
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National  Fund. 

The  Chairman,  Mr.  E.  Margolis,  re- 
ported that  Mr.  N.  Prensky,  of  Brooklyn, 
and  Mr.  J.  Morgenstem,  of  New  York,  had 
signified  their  willingness  to  be  members  of 
the  National  Fund  Committee.  The  Com- 
mittee is  now  at  work  in  getting  out  a 
translation  of  the  pamphlet  on  the  National 
Fund,  issued  by  the  Actions  Committee. 

Tl^e  Committee  reported,  furthermore, 
that  the  National  Fund  booklets  made  up 
by  the  Federattion  were  beginning. to  sell 
satisfactorily.  The  Committee  is  now  con- 
sidering the  matter  of  self-taxation  for  the 
National  Fund. 

Jewish  Colonial  Trust  Committee. 

The  Committee  reported,  through  Mr. 
Lewin-Epstein,  that  all  of  the  money  neces- 
sary for  the  establishment  of  a  branch  of 
the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust  in  New  York 
was  subscribed ;  and  that  the  legal  problems 
in  connection  with  the  establishment  of  the 
branch  had  been  submitted  to  a  well-known 
lawyer,  who  was  now  in  communication 
with  the  Bank  Department  of  New  York 
State. 

Poale  Zion. 

The  representative  of  the  Poale  Zion, 
Mr.  Rosovsky,  reported  that  the  second  an- 
nual convention  of  the  Poale  Zion  had 
been  held  in  Boston  in  December ;  and  that 
since  the  Convention,  two  societies,  one  in 
Milwaukee  and  one  in  Detroit,  had  been 
organized.  The  Poale  Zion  are  now  en- 
gaged in  collecting  the  Shekel  from  the 
members  of  their  societies;  it  being  a 
principle  of  the  Poale  Zion  organization 
not  to  collect  Shekolim  from  any  persons 
but  members  of  the  Poale  Zion.  In  ac- 
cordance with  the  agreement  of  the  Poale 
Zion  with  the  Federation,  the  tax  of  five 
censt  for  every  Shekel  sold  by  the  Poale 
Zion  will  be  paid  to  the  Federation. 

A  letter  was  received  from  Dr.  A.  Han- 
tke,  of  the  Zionistiche  Vereinigung  fuer 
Deutschland,  Dr.  Hantke  has  been  autho- 
rized by  the  Actions  Comite  to  draw  up  the 
various   propositions  that  are  being  made 


for  a  revision  of  the  statues  and  by-laws  of 
the  International  Zionist  organization.  The 
letter  of  Dr.  Hantke  concerning  the  Shekel 
and  Federation  dues  of  the  Federation  was 
ordered  answered;  and  it  was,  furthermore, 
declared  to  be  the  sense  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Federation  that  an  in- 
crease in  the  amount  of  the  Shekel  was  in- 
advisable. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


THE  FEDERATION  AND  AGRICUL- 
TURE, 
To  The  Maccabaeax: 

Following  your  invitation  in  the  Feb- 
ruary Maccabaean  for  suggestions  as  to 
**What  shall  Zionists  do  to  take  advantage 
of  Dr.  Lewin's  visit  to  America?"  I  ven- 
ture to  make  the  following  suggestion. 

Zionists  should  quit  spilling  printers  ink, 
and  begin  to  bring  forth  a  little  more  of 
that  precious  fluid  called  sweat-drops,  by 
tilling  the  ancestral  soil.  "But,"  you  will 
say,  "we  cannot  all  be  farmers."  Far  be 
it  from  me  to  suggest  so  drastic  a  measure. 
All  I  aim  at  is  that  Zionists,  and  especially 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Federa- 
tion, take  a  little  more  interest  in  Jewish 
farming.  "But."  you  answer  me,  "where 
shall  the  Federation  get  the  means  to  en- 
gage in  farming,  even  if  it  felt  an  inclin- 
ation to  do  so.  and  furthermore,  the  Fed- 
eration cannot  compel  Zionists  to  become 
farmer." 

AN    ESSAY       ON       ZIONISM 
By  Dr.  Max   Nordau 

A  first-class  propaganda  pamphlet.       Sold  in  quantities  at 
reduced  rates. 
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Delivered  before  London  Zionist  League  by  Dr. 
M.  Gaster,  Sir  Francis  Montemore,  Abdal- 
LAH  QuiLLiAM  Bey,  Elkan  Adler,  Col.  C.  R.  Condbr 
and  Dr.  J.  Snowman. 
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I  am  aware  of  all  these  difficulties,  and 
still  I  maintain  that  the  cause  of  real 
Zionism  will  be  greatly  forwarded  if  we 
consider  that  we  must  have  agricultural 
Zionists  as  pioneers  in  Palestine,  if  we 
want  to  build  upon  firm  soil. 

By  agricultural  Zionists  I  do  not  mean 
Zionists  that  can  talk  agriculture,  but 
those  who  are  willing  to  earn  their  living 
in  the  sweat  of  their  brows,  by  tilling  our 
ancestral,  sacred  soil. 

The  Federation  of  American  Zionists, 
in  connection  with  the  Palestine  Commis- 
sion, should  induce  some  American-Jewish 
fanners  with  real  Zionistic  tendencies  to 
sell  their  farms  here  and  settle  in  Pales- 
tine, after  liaving  secured  favorable  con- 
ditions for  them  there. 

I  met  a  Palestinian  recently  who  told 
me  that  near  Jerusalem  there  exists  a 
small  settlement  of  Jewish  farmers.  They 
raise  vegetables  and  grapes,  and  make 
wine  (being  too  far  from  the  wine  cellars 
of  Rishon  I'Zion),  and  sell  their  products 
to  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem.  I  do  not 
see  why  a  good  many  of  such  settlements 
could  not  be  set  up  in  Palestine. 

The  success  of  an  agricultural  settle- 
ment (even  of  a  very  small  one)  of  Jewish 
American  farmers  in  Palestine  will  serve 
as  a  powerful  incentive  for  others  to  fol- 
low in  their  footsteps.  These  practical  re- 
sults will  in  turn  re-act  upon  the  Jews  in 
America,  and  will  give  Zionism  a  mighty 
impetus  forward. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  say  that  I  am 
rather  in  favor,  in  lieu  of  Dr.  Lewin's 
scheme,  of  the  suggestion  to  make  one  de- 
cided effort  to  increase,  perceptibly,  some 
one  fund,  and  that  is,  in  my  opinion,  the 
National  Fund,  which  will  enable  us  to 
carry  out  the  idea  I  have  just  outlined. 

I.  0.  Reis. 


SUPPORT    THE    MACCABAEAN: 
To  The  Maccabaean: 

An  honest  difference  of  opinion  exists 
amongst  the  various  Zionist  Societies  as  to 
the  most  practical  method  of  spreading 
Zionism.  We  all  have  the  interests  of  the 
movement    at    heart,    but,    unfortunately. 


many  of  us  remain  in  a  state  of  indecision,, 
which  serves  only  to  retard  our  activity. 

There  is  one  point,  however,  on  which 
al  agree,  and  that  is  to  stimulate  the  na- 
tional spirit  among  Jews  in  America,  to 
increase  the  number  of  Zionists  here,  we 
must  aim  at  the  very  hearts  of  our  fellow- 
Jews,  to  arouse  Jewish  self-respect,  and 
impress  upon  the  Jew  the  necessity  of  a 
united  effort  to  establish  a  national  gov- 
ernment to  ensure  ourselves,  and  those  who 
live  after  us,  the  privilege  of  exerting  na- 
ture's best  gifts,  as  a  God-fearing  people,  in 
the  interests  of  humanity. 

IIow'  to  create  Zionists  amongst  non- 
Zionists  is  the  question  of  the  hour,  and 
our  thoughts  turn  naturally  to  the  organ 
of  Zionism,  The  Maogabaean. 

In  ite  columns  may  be  found  data  as  to 
what  has  been  thus  far  accomplished,  the 
progress  we  are  making,  argument  after 
argument  favoring  the  cause,  in  fact, 
everything  that  we  could  possibly  say,  if 
brought  face  to  face  with  those  whose  co- 
operation we  seek,  methodically  placed  be- 
fore the  Jewish  masses.  Its  influence  en* 
ters  the  very  heart  of  the  whole  family, 
and  it  helps  to  keep  our  enthusiasm. 
Knowing,  as  we  do,  with  what  eagerness 
we  await  each  new  issue,  we  can  about 
imagine  the  impression  it  will  create  on 
others. 

I  consider  that  the  most  practical  method 
of  securing  new  membership  for  our  various 
associations  is  to  secure  as  many  Macjca- 
BAEAN  readers  as  iwssible,  and  a  hearty  co- 
operation with  this  most  worthy  effort  for 
Zionism  would  mean  much  for  the  move- 
ment in  America. 

I  suggest  that  each  society  devise  ways 
and  means  to  bring  the  paper  before  a 
selected  list  of  persons,  whose  membership 
it  desires,  and  send  application  blanks 
with  an  invitation  to  join  the  organiza- 
tion. If  your  committees  on  membership 
will  adopt  this  plan,  I  believe  you  will  be 
much  gratified  with  the  results,  and  an 
inestimable  service  will  have  been  rendered 
i'-  the  general  movement,  as  well. 

Arthur  0.  SctowEio. 
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An  Old  English  Haggada 

The  Exodus  in  the  Form  of  a  Morality  Play 

By  Abnun  lipsky 


No  4. 


BACK  in  the  thirteenth,  fourteenth  and 
fifteenth  centuries  it  was  common  in 
Europe  to  present  reHgious  subjects  in 
dramatic  forms.  The  stories  of  the 
Bible  were  dramatized,  and  elaborated  for  the 
instruction  and  entertainment  of  the  people. 
The  subjects  chosen  were  often  such  as  we 
should  at  the  present  day  consider  hardly 
adapted  to  theatrical  treatment.  They  were 
"The  Creation,"  'The  Deluge,"  'The  De-; 
scent  into  Hell/'  "The  Day  of  Judgment," 
"Pharao;"  as  well  as  more  modest  topics 
like,  "Abraham,  Melchisedech,  and  Lot;" 
''Moses,  Balak.  and  Balaam;*'  "The  Three 
Kings:'*   ''Ezekiel,"   etc. 

"Pharao"  is  presented  in  the  form  of  dia- 
logue, without  division  into  scenes  or  acts, 
and  without  stage  scenery  excepting  such 
appliances  as  were  required  for  the  actors 
in  doing  the  necessary  business,  like  swords, 
spears,  maces,  gallows,  and  appropriate 
dresses,  so  we  read  in  a  bill  of  expenses  for 
a  performance  of  the  crucifixion  in  1490, 
such  items  as  "2  spears,"  "A  Staff  for  the 
Demon,"  ''Four  Gowns  and  Four  Hoods  for 
the  Tormentors,''  Girdle  for  God,"  "God's 
Coat  of  White  Leather,"  "Sceptres  for  Her- 
od and  His  Son;"  and  in  the  account  of 
payment  to  the  actors,  such  entries  as  "To 
God,  II  Shillings;  To  Herod,  III  S.,  IV  D. 
To  the  devil  and  to  Judas,  XVIII  D,"  and 
so  on.  No  irreverence  was,  of  course, 
meant  in  impersonating  God  on  the  stage 
any  more  than  it  was  by  the  old  painters 
when  they  pictured  him  as  a  benign  old  man 


looking  down   from  a  mass  of  clouds. 

"Pharao"  malies  interesting  reading  in 
these  Haggadic  days.  As  the  language  is 
a  little  too  archaic  for  most  people,  we  have 
modernized  it  so  far  as  was  necessary  to 
make  it  intelligible,  sometimes,  it  is  true^ 
at  the  expense  of  a  rhyme.  A  few  unneces- 
sarily prolix  passages  have  been  omitted. 

The  play  opens  with  King  Pharao  seated 
on  his  throne,  apparently,  and  spealcHig 
proudly  to  the  effect  that  he  is  monarch  of 
all  he  surveys. 

PHARAO. 
Peace!    Beware  that  no  man  pass, 

But  keep  the  course  that  I  command. 
And  take  good  heed  0/  him  that  has 

Your  health  all  wholly  in  his  hand. 
All  Egypt  is  my  own 

To  lead  after  my  law, 
I  would  my  might  were  known 

And  honored  as  it  ought. 
Full  low  he  shall  be  thrown 

That  hearkens  not  my  saw, 
Hanged  high  and  drawn, — 

See  that  no  boast  ye  blow! 
Attefid  to  me,  your  sovereign  sire, 

That  may  your  comfort  most  increase^ 
And  to  my  will  bow  life  and  lyre. 

FIRST  SOLDIER. 
My  Lord,  if  any  w^ere  here 

That  would  not  work  your  will, 
If  we  might  come  them  near, 

Full  soon  we  should  them  kill. 
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PHARAO. 
Throughout  my  kingdom  would  I  know, 

And  will  him  thank  that  will  me  tell, 
If  any  be  such  reckless  men, 

That  would  my  power  repel. 

SECOND  SOLDIER. 
My  Lord,  ye  have  a  manner  of  men, 

That  are  great  masters,  us  among; 
The  Jews  that  dwell  in  Goshen, 

They  are  called  children  of  Israel. 
They  multiply  full  fast, 

And   truly   we   suppose, 
It  shall  ever  last 

Till  lordship  we  will  lose. 

PHARAO. 
Why,  how  have  they  such  tricks  begun? 
Have  they  the  power  to  make  such  fray? 

\ 

FIRST  SOLDIER. 
Yea,  Lord,  full  many  folk  there  were  found 

In   King  Pharao's,  your   father's   days. 
They  came  of  Joseph,  of  Jacob  son. 

He  was  a  prince  worthy  to  praise; 
They  will  confound  you  clean, 

L'^nless  they  sooner  cease. 

PHARAO. 
What,  devil,  is  that  they  mean 
That  they  so  fast  increase? 

SECOND  SOLDIER. 
How  they  increase  full  well  we  ken. 

As  our  fathers  did  understand; 
They  were  but  sixty  and  ten 

When  they  first  came  into  this  land; 
They  since  have  sojourned  in  Goshen 

Four  hundred  winters,  I  dare  warrant; 
Now  are  they  numbered  of  mighty  men. 

More  than  three  hundred  thousand, 
Withouten  wife  and  child. 

Or  herders  that  keep  their  cattle. 

PHARAO. 
How  thus  might  we  be  beguiled! 

But  it  shall  not  be; 
For  with  cunning  we  shall  them  quell. 

So  that  they  shall  not  far  spread. 


FIRST  SOLDIER. 
My  Lord,  we  have  heard  our  fathers  tell, 

And  clerks   that  well  could  read. 
There  should  a  man  walk  us  among, 

That  should  fordo  us  and  be  our  death. 

PHARAO. 
Fie  on  him.  to  the  devil  of  hell. 

Such  destiny  will  not  dread; 
We  shall  make  midwives  to  kill  them, 

Where  any  Hebrew  is  born,  ' 

.•\nd  all   mankind  to  slay  them 

So  shall  they  soon  be  born. 
And  as  for  higher,  I  have  no  awe,  | 

Such  bondage  shall  I  to  them  bid 
To  dig  and  delve,  bear  and  draw. 

And  to  do  all  shameful  deed; 
So  shall  these  fellows  be  held  down  low 

In  thraldom  ever  their  life  to  lead. 

SECOND  SOLDIER. 
Xow,  certcs.  this  was  a  clever  speech; 
Thus  shall  these  folk  no  farther  spread. 

PHARAO. 
Now  help  to  hold  them  down, 
Look  no  faintness  find! 
(Here  enters  ^foses  xvith  a  rod  in  his  hand.) 

MOSES. 
Great  God,  that  all  this  world  began. 

And  grounded  it  in  good  degree, 
Thou  made  me,  Moses,  unto  man, 

And  since  thou  saved  me  from  the  sea, — 
King  Pharao  had  commanded  that 

There  should  no  man-child  saved  be; 
Against  his  will,  away  I  ran; 

Thus  has  God  showed  his  might  for  me. 
Now  am  I  set  to  keep 

Under  this  mountain  side. 
Bishop  (?)  Jethro's  sheep 

Till  better  may  betide; 
O    Lord,  great  is  thy  might! 

What  may  that  marvel  yonder  mean? 
Yond  I  see  a  curious  sight. 

Such  in  the  world  was  never  seen; 
A  bush  I  see  burning  full  bright. 

And  ever  the  same  the  leaves  are  green; 
If  it  be  work  of  worldly  wight, 

I  will  go  around  to  consider  it. 
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GOD. 
Closes!    Moses! 
iHc  approaches   the  bush,  and  God  sayx^'^' 

him.) 
Moses,  come  not  too  near, 

But  stand  there  where  you  are, 
And  hearken  unto  me  here; 

Attend  what  I  thee  tell. 
Do  off  your  shoes  in  fear, 
The  place  you  stand  in  there 

Forst^oth,  is  hallowed  ground. 
I  am  thy  Lord,  without  en  like. 

To  lengthen  thy  life  as  I  list; 
1  am  God  that  sometime  spake 

To  thine  elders,  as  thou  wist; 
To  Abraham,  and  Isaac, 

And  Jacob,  I  said  should  be  blest, 
And  multitude  of  them  to  make, 

So  that  their  seed  should  not  be  lost. 
But  now  the  King,  Pharao, 

He  hurts  my  folk  so  fast, 
If  that  I  suffer  him  so. 

Their  seed  shall  soon  be  past. 
But  I  will  not  so  do. 

In  me  if  they  will  trust. 
Bondage  to  bring  them  from. 
Therefore  thou  go  in  haste, 
To  do  my  message  have  in  mind, 
To  him  that  me  such  harm  intends; 
Thou  speak  to  him  with  words  polite, 
So  that  he  let  my  people  pass 
To  wilderness,  that  they  may  go 
To  worship  me  as  I  will  ask. 
Against  my  will  if  that  they  stay, 
Full  soon  his  song  shall  be,  "Alas!" 

•        MOSES. 
O  Lord!    pardon  me,  by  your  leave. 
That  people  love  me  not; 
Gladly  they  would  me  grieve, 
If  I  such  message  brought. 
Good  Lord,  let  some  other  try, 
That  has   more   strength,   the   folks   to   af- 
fright. 

GOD. 
Moses,  be  thou  not  abashed. 
My  bidding  shall  thou  boldly  bear: 
If  they  with  wrong  away  will  wrest 
Out  of  the  way  I  shall  thee  ward. 


MOSES. 
Good   Lord,  they   will   not  me  trust 
ror  all  the  oaths  thvit  I  can  swear; 
To  name  such  conduct  new  "     -     -- 
To  folk  of  wicked  will. 
Without  a  token  true, 
They  will  not  bend  the  ear. 

GOD. 
If  that  he  will  not  understand 
This  token  true  that  I   shall  send, 
Before  the  king  cast  down  thy  wand, 
.\nd  it  shall   turn   to  a  serpent; 
Then  they  take  the  tail  ag^in  in  hand, 
Boldly  up  look  thou  it  take, 
And  in  the  state  thou  it  found. 
Thou  shall  it  turn  by  my  intent. 
Then  hold  your  hand  within  thy  breast. 
And  as  a  leper  it  shall  be  like. 
And   whole  again   withouten  harm; 
Lo,  my  tokens  shall  be  such  like. 
And  if  he  will  not  suffer  then, 
My  people  for  to  pass  in  peace, 
I  shall  send  vengeance,  six  or  ten. 
Shall  follow  many  sores  before  I  cease. 
But  the  Hebrews,  dwelling  in  Goshen, 
Shall  not  be  marked  with  that  distress; 
As  long  as  they  my  laws  will  ken 
Their  comfort  shall  ever  increase. 

MOSES. 
Ah.  Lord,  to  love  thee  befits  us  well 

That  make  thy  folk  so  free; 
I  shall  unto  them  tell 

As  thou  has  told  to  me. 
But  to  the  king.  Lord,  when  I  come. 

If  he  ask  what  is  thy  name. 
And  I  stand  still,  both  deaf  and  dumb. 

How  should  I  'scape  without  flame? 

GOD. 
I  say  thee  thus  Ego,  sutn  qui  sum, 

I  am  he  that  is  the  same; 
If  thou  can  neither  move  nor  moan, 

I  shall  shield  thee  from  shame. 

MOSES. 
I  understand  full  well  this  thing; 
I  go.  Lord,  with  all  the  might  in  me. 
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GOD. 
Be  bold  in  my  blessing, 
Thy  succor  shall  I  be. 

MOSES. 
O,  Lord  of  love,  lend  me  thy  lor 

Tnat  I  may  truly  all  this  tell; 
To  my  friends  now  will  I  fare, 

The  chosen  children  of  Israel, 
To  tell  them  comfort  of  their  care, 

In  danger  there  as  they  dwell. 
God  maintain  you  evermore, 

And  much  mirth  be  with  you. 

FIRST  BOY. 
O,  master  Moses,  there! 

Our  mirth  is  all  mourning; 
Full  hard  held  are  we  here. 

As  churls  under  the  king. 

SECOND  BOY. 
We  may  mourn,  both  more  and  less, 
There  is  no  man  to  make  us  glad; 
But  since  we  are  all  of  a  kin, 
God  send  us  comfort  in  our  distress. 


I  give  no  heed  what  he  has  meant; 
In    my    danger,    hearest    thou,    shall    they 

dwell; 
And,  fellow,  for  thy  sake. 

They  shall  be  kept  in  pain. 

MOSES. 
Then  will  God  veaga.'.vc.^  take 
On  thee,  and  on  all  thine. 

t 
PHARAO. 
On  me?  fie  on  the  churl,  out  of  my  land  I 

Think  you  thus  to  loose  our  law? 
Say,  whence  is  yon  wizard  with  his  wand' 
That  thus  would  wile  our  folk  away? 

FIRST  BOY. 
Yond  is  Moses,  I  dare  warrant 

Against  all  Egypt  has  been  ay; 
Great  fault  with  him  your  father  founds 

Now  will  he  mar  you  if  he  may. 

PHARAO. 
Fie  on  him!  nay,  nay,  that  dance  is  doner 
Fellow,  thou'lt  learn  too  late. 


MOSES. 
Brethren,   from  your  mourning  cease, 

God  will  deliver  you  through  his  grace; 
Out  of  this  woe  he  will  you  bring 

And  put  you  in  a  pleasant  place; 
For  I  shall  talk  unto  the  king. 

And  try  full  soon  to  make  you  free. 

FIRST  BOY. 
G©d  grant  yOu  good  progress, 
And  evermore  with  you  be. 

MOSES. 
King  Pharao,  to  me  attend. 

PHARAO. 
Why  boy,  what  tidings  can  thou  tell? 

MOSES. 
From  God  himself  hither  am  I  sent, 

To  fetch  the  children  of  Israel; 
To  wilderness  he  would  they  went. 

PHARAO. 
Yea,  wend  thee  to  the  devil  of  belli 


MOSES. 
God  bids  thee  grant  my  boon. 
And  let  me  go  my  way. 

PHARAO. 
Bids  God  me?  false  villain,  thou  liestT 
What  token  told  he?  have  a  care! 

MOSES. 
He  said  thou  should  despise 

Both  me  and  his  commandment; 
Therefor,  upon   this  wise. 

My  wand  he  bade,  in  thy  presence, 
I  should  lay  down,  and  thee  advise 

How  it  should  turn  to  a  serpent. 
And  in  his  holy  name 

Here  I  lay  it  down; 
Lo,  sir,  here  may  thou  see  the  same. 

PHARAO. 
Aha,  dog!  the  devil  thee  drown! 

MOSES. 
He  bade  me  take  it  by  the  tail, 
For  to  prove  his  power  plain,. 
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T^B 


GOD. 


'^^^^^^9^AK 


bush. 


G< 


f/iey 


ond  GoA   r^.  '""^^l   Lord, 

o  you! 
.  iis  is  a  clever  swain ;- 
But  these  fellows  shall  abide  u\  ^  . 

All  thy  tricks  shall  them  not  gain. 
But  worse,  both  morn  and  noon, 
Shall  they  fare,   foj^hy  sake.         '*^" 

I  pray  God  send  us  vengeance  soon, 
And  on  thy  workes  take  revenge. 

FIRST  SOLDIER. 
Alas,  alas!  this  land  is  lorn! 

Alive   we  can  no  longer  stay; 
Such    mischief  is   fallen   since   morn, 

There  may  no  medicine  it  amend. 


^V0S£5 


Jl7 


Hi// 


tii)t 


Why  cry  ye 


PHARAO. 
so?     lads,  are  ye 


mad? 


SECOND  SOLDIER. 
Sir  king,  such  care  was  never  known 
In  no  man's  time  that  ever  was  born. 

PHARAO. 
Tell  on,  'sdeath,  and  make  an  end. 

FIRST  SOLDIER. 
Sir,  the   waters  that  were  ordained 

For  men  and  beasts*  food 
Throughout  all   Egypt  land. 

Are  turned  into  red  blood; 
Full  ugly  and  full  ill  is  it. 

That  both  fresh  and  fair  was  before. 

PHARAO. 
.O,  ho  J  this  is  a  wonderful  thing  to  know 
Of  all  the  works  that  ever  were. 

SECOND  SOLDIER. 
Nay,  Lord,  there  is  another  yet, 
-That   suddenly  follows  us  full  sore; 
"For  toads  and  frogs  may  no  man  move, 
They  poison  us  so,  both  small  and  great. 


There  will  n*. 


Go  say  to  him 
But  thev  shall 


1  morn  and 

enemy. 

HR. 

^   go  away,. 
•gr  us. 


PHAk.    ^. 

we  will  not  grieve, 
go  not  one  step. 


FIRST  SOLDIER. 
Moses,  my  Lord  gives  leave, 
To  lead  thy  folk  as  you  wish  away. 
So  that  we  mend  of  our  mischief. 

I. 
MOSES. 
Full  well,  I  note,  these  words  are  wrong; 

But  certainly  all  that  I  promised. 
Full  suddenly  it  shall  be  seen: 

Strange  marvels  shall  be  met. 
If  aught  of  ill  he  mean. 

SECOND  SOLDIER. 

O,  Lord,  alas,  for  dolor  we  die! 
We  dare  look  out  at  no  door. 

PHARAO. 
What,  by  the  devil  of  hell,  ails  you  so  to 
cry? 

FIRST  SOLDIER. 
For  we  fare  worse  than  ever  we  fared; 
Great  fleas  over  all  this  land  do  fly; 
And  where  they  bite  they  make  great  sores,. 
And  in  every  place  our  beasts  dead  He. 

\ 
SECOND  SOLDIER. 
Horse,  ox  and  ass, 
They  fall   down   dead,   sir,   suddenly. 

PHARAO.  - 

Woe,  lo  there  is  no  man  that  has 
Half  as  much  harm  as  I. 

FIRST  SOLDIER. 
Yes,  sir,  poor  folk  have  much  woe. 
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To  see  their  cattle  thus  out  cast; 
The  Jews  in  Goshen  fare  not  so, 
They  have  indulgence  to  the  last. 

PHARAO. 
Then  shall  we  give  them  leave  to  go, 

Till  when  this  peril  shall  be  past; 
But,  if  they  go  out  from  us  far, 

We  shall  theinmnu   lxTicc'*.'?*  f^^^- 

SECOND  SOLDIER. 
Moses,  my  Lord  gives  leave 
Thy  people  to  remove. 

MOSES. 
Ye  will  have  more  mischief 
Unless  this  talk  is  true. 

FIRST  SOLDIER. 
O,*  Lord,  we  may  not  lead  these  lives. 

PHARAO. 
What,  the  devil,  is  grievance  grown  again? 

SECOND  SOLDIER. 
Such  powder  on  us  drives. 
Where  it  abides.it  makes  a  boil. 
Leprous  does  it  make  man  and  woman; 
Thus  are  we  hurt  with  hail  and  rain. 
Sir,  sheep  can  not  in  mountains  thrive, 
So  has  frost  and  thunder  them  slain. 

PHARAO. 
Yea,  but  how  do  they  in  Goshen, 
The  Jews,  can  ye  me  tell? 

FIRST  SOLDIER. 
Of  all  these  cares  no  thing  they  ken, 
They  feel  naught  of  our  dismay. 

PHAR.^O. 
No?  the  devil,  sit  they  in  peace? 
And  We  every  day  in  doubt  and  dread? 

SECOND  SOLDIER. 
My  Lord,  this  care  will  ever  increase, 
Till  Moses  have  his  folk  to  lead: 
Else  be  we  lorn;  it  is  no  less, 
Yet  were  it  better  that  they  went. 


PHARAO. 
This  folk  shall  not  go  out 
If  he  go  boiling  mad. 

FIRST  SOLDIER. 
Then   will   it   soon   be   worse. 
It  were  better  they  went. 

SECOND  SOLDIER. 
My  Lord,  new  harm  is  come  to  hand. 

"•  *»»^ARAO. 
Yea,  devil,  will  it  no  bener  be? 

FIRST  SOLDIER. 
Wild  worms  are  laid  over  all  this  land; 
They  leave  no  flower,  nor  kaf  on  tree. 

SECOND  SOLDIER. 
Against  that  storm  may  no  man  stand; 
And  much   more  marvelous,  it  seems 


to 


That  these  three  days  has  been  throughout 
Such  mist,  that  no  man  may  other  sec. 

FIRST  SOLDIER. 
O,  my  Lord!   Pharao.     Ha! 

SECOND'SOLDIER. 
Great    pestilence   is   coming; 
It  is   like  full   long  to  last. 

PHARAO. 
Pestilence?    in   the    devil's    name! 
Then  is  our  pride  over  past. 

FIRST  SOLDIER. 
My  Lord,  this  ill  lasts  long. 

And  will  till  Moses  have  his  boon: 
Let  him  go,  else  work  we  wrong, 
It  will  not  help  to  dally  or  delay. 

» 
PHAR.\0. 
Then  will  we  give  them  leave  to  go, 

Since  it  must  needs  be  done; 
Perchance  we  shall  them  catch 

And  rout  them  ere  'tis  morn,  or  noon. 

SECOND  SOLDIER. 
Moses,  my  Lord,  he  says, 
Thou  shall  have  passage  plain. 
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MOSES. 
Now  have  we  leave  to  pass 
My  friends,  now  be  ye  glad; 
Come  forth;  now  shall  ye  go 
To  a  pleasant  land  to  rejoice. 

FIRST  BOV. 
3ut  King  Pharao,  that  false  tiend, 

He  will  us  soon  betray; 
Full  soon  he'll  try  to  ruin  us, 

And  after  us  send  his  array. 

MOSES. 
Be  not  afraid,  God  is  our  friend, 
And  all  our  foes  will  slay; 
Therefore  come  on  with  me, 
Have  done,  and  dread  you  naught. 

SECOND  BOV. 
That  Lord  blest  might  he  be. 
That  us  from  Babel  has  brought. 

FIRST  BOY. 
Such  friendship  never  we  found; 
But  yet  I  dread  for  perils  all, 
The  Red  Sea  is  here  at  hand 
There  shall  we  bide  till  we  be  enslaved. 

MOSES. 
I  shall  make  way  there  with  my  wand, 

As  God  has  said,  to  save  us  all; 
On  either  side  the  sea  will  stand, 

Till  we  be  gone,  right  as  a  wall. 
Come  on  with  me,  leave  none  behind, 
Lo,  try  you  now  your  God  to  please. 
(Here  they  eross  the  sea,) 

SECOND  BOY. 
O  Lord!  this  way  is  commodious. 
Now  lead  us  all  at  ease. 

FIRST  SOLDIER. 
King   Pharao!     These   folks  are   gone. 

PHARAO. 
Say,  are  there  any  hurts  anew? 

SECOND  SOLDIER. 
These  Hebrews  are  gone,  lord,  everyone. 

PHARAO. 
How  sa}  St   thou  that? 


Lord, 


FIRST  SOLDIER, 
that   tale   is   true. 


PHARAO. 
We  must  out  quick,  that  they  be  taken, 

That  riot  quickly  shall  they  rue; 
We  shall  not  cease  till  they  be  slain, 

For  to  the  sea  we  shall  pursue; 
So  charge  your   chariots  swiftly, 

And  fiercely  look  ye  follow  me. 

SECOND  SOLDIER. 
AH   read3%  my  lord,  we  are  full  blithe 
At  your  bidding  to  be. 

FIRST  SOLDIER. 
Lord,  at  your  bidding  are  we  prepared. 
Our  bodies  boldly  for  to  bid; 
We  shall  not  cease,  but  dying  down 
Till  all  be  dead  without  a  fear. 

PHARAO. 
Lift  up  your  hearts  unto  Mahowne, 

He  will  be  near  us  in  our  need; 
Help,  the  devil,  we  drown! 
Now  must  we  die  for  all  our  deed. 
(Then  the  sea  covers  them.) 

MOSES. 
Now  are  we  won  from  all  our  woe. 
And  saved  out  of  the  sea; 
Praise  give  we  to  God, 
Go  we  now  to  laud  truly. 

FIRST  BOY. 
Praise  we  may  that  Lord  on  high, 

And  ever  tell  on  this  marvel; 
Drowned  he  has  King  Pharao's  might, 

Praised  be  that  Lord  Emanuel. 

MOSES. 
Heaven,  attend,  what  I  say  in  your  sight; 

And  earth  my  words,  hear  what  I  tell. 
As  rain  or  dew  on  earth  alight. 

And  waters,  herbs  and  trees  full  swell. 
Give  praise  unto  God's  majesty, 

His  deeds  are  great,  his  ways  are  true; 
Honored   be  he  in   immensity. 

To  him  be  honor  and  virtue. 

AMEN. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


132 


THE    MACCA6AEAN.  , 


Jewish  National  Art 


Two  Views  of  the  Jewish  Problem  of  Expression  in  Art  Form 


We  give  herewith  two  views  of  Jewish 
national  art,  the  one  by  the  eminent  Rus- 
sian art  critic,  the  late  Vladimir  Stassov, 
and  the  other  by  Mr.  Leo  Mielziner,  the 
noted  American  Jewish  artist.  Mr.  Miel- 
ziner's  article  is  taken  from  ^n  address  re- 
cently delivered  by  him  in  Cincinnati,  which 
has   evoked   a   diversified   comment,   a   few 


partisans  maintaining  that  he  meant  to  say 
that  Jewish  art  is  possible  in  Goluth,  ancl 
the  others  interpreting  his  remarks  to  mean 
that  genuine  Jewish  national  art  is  possible 
only  on  a  Jewish  territory.  Our  readers 
may  judge  as  to  the  correctness  of  these 
views.  M.  Stassov's  article  is  taken,  in  part, 
from  the  "Yevreskaya  Zhizn,"  a  Russian 
magazine  now  defunct. 


The  Point  of  View  of  Leo  Mielziner,  American  Artist 


The  art  history  of  Ancient  Israel  may  be 
said  to  begin  with  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant 
and  to  end  with  the  destruction  of  the  Tem- 
ple under  Titus,  a  period  of  about  1,400 
years,  a  long  period  in  which  one  might 
look  for  the  very  highest  development  in 
art.  But  Greek  art  only  reached  its  climax 
under  Pericles  after  1,100  years  of  growth 
on  a  soil  that  was  blessed  with  every  requi- 
site in  the  glare  of  an  intensive  national 
spirit  in  which  culture  vitalized  every  fibre  • 
in  the  body  politic. 

How  different  the  condition  prevailing 
with  the  Jews.  Wanderings  and  wars, 
sieges  and  sackings;  persecuted,  banished, 
exiled;  and  when  the  tribes  were  not  spill- 
ing each  others'  blood,  they  were  put  to 
the  sword  or  held  in  subjection  in  turn  by 
the  Persians,  Macedonians,  Egyptians,  Syr- 
ians and  Romans 

The  Egyptians  and  Babylonians  and 
Greeks  and  the  succeeding  nations  who  in 
turn  trod  the  children  of  Israel  under  foot, 
knew  also  wars  and  defeats  and  captivity 
and  dispersion,  and  yet  developed  generally 
well  defined  national  arts.  But  their  sev- 
eral national  ideals,  fostered  by  intense 
religious  cults,  were  ideals  which  lent  them- 
selves readily  to  graphic  and  plastic  ex- 
pression. 

The  Greek  ideal  of  perfect  poise  and  re- 


serve found  complete  expression  in  Hel- 
lenic sculpture  and  architecture  just  as 
Egypt's  ideal  of  Immortality,  was  signifi- 
cantly symbolized  in  its  pyramids  and 
decorative   art. 

A  school  of  Art  rises  in  the  wake  of  aa 
ideal,  if  that  ideal  be  representable;  but 
Isreal's  ideal,  a  lofty  conception  of  mono- 
theism,  was  diametrically  opposed  to  repre- 
sentation. Israel's  ideal  of  the  absolute 
unity  and  incorporeality  of  God  could  brook 
no  sacred  images,  and  so  she  became  the 
first  great  Iconoclast.  When  Moses  caused' 
the  Ark  of  the  Covenant  to  be  made  sur- 
mounted with  the  winged  cherubim,  it  was- 
not  the  art-impulse  of  a  people,  giving  vis- 
ible form  to  its  God,  but  a  concession; 
rather  to  a  weak  people's  cravings  for 
the  concrete  symbols  of  ali.en  gods. 
When  King  Solomon  in  the  pride  of 
his  established  power  discarded  the  tent- 
like tabernacle  of  his  nomadic  forbears  for 
the  sumptuous,  sacerdotal  splendor  of  the 
Temple,  the  Art  therein  embodied  again  ab- 
solutely ignored  the  spirituality  of  the  In- 
carnate Ideal,  for  which  Israel  stood. 

Wherefore  I  hold  that  Israel  did  not  and 
could  not,  in  view  of  the  lofty  conception 
of  the  Deity  she  stood  for,  in  view  of  the 
period  of  history  in  which  she  had  to  create 
and  embrace  this  ideal,  while  still  strugglmg 
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to  establish  herself  as  a  nation,  in  view  of 
the  polytheistic  peoples  who  constantly- 
threatened  her  national  existence  which  was 
bound  up  in  her  religion,  again  I  hold 
Israel  could  not  and  did  not  found  and 
foster  a  national  art  of  her  own. 

But  do  not  assume  from  this  that  Israel 
individually  had  no  art.  Archaeological  re- 
.  search  and  the  undisputed  talents  of  her 
descendants  leave  no  doubt  on  that  score. 
But  the  condition  and  circumstances  at  a 
given  place  and  period  even  more  than  in- 
herent talent  determine  the  existence  of  a 
national  art. 

A  people  that  produced  the  poetry  of  the 
Bible,  the  paeans,  the  psalms,  the  fine 
frenzy  of  the  prophets,  the  voluptuous  yet 
chaste  imagery  of  the  Canticle  of  Canticles, 
possessed  the  dormant  creative  force  to 
produce  a  great  national  art,  but  its  domi- 
nant ideal  determined  otherwise. 

With  a  strong  love  of  the  beautiful,  with 
great  manual  skill,  with  a  genius  for  con- 
ception and  creation,  Israel  was  yet  forced 
to  borrow  the  symbols  of  her  successive 
conquerors   for  her  own  embellishment. 

The  long  years  of  the  Diaspora  after  the  . 
disruption  of  Judea  by  the  Romans  found 
the  Jews  scattered  over  the  whole  of  the 
then  known  world.  Robbed  of  his  national 
existence,  hounded  and  dispersed  in  foreign 
lands  and  alien  climes,  hemmed  in  for  long 
weary  years  behind  the  gates  of  the  Ghetto, 
building  walls  himself  around  his  religion 
and  his  customs  to  hold  them  inviolate 
against  the  inroads  of  his  Gentile  per- 
secutors, the  Jew  had  neither  the  heart  nor 
the  leisure  to  develop  the  fine  arts.  To  be 
sure,  he  clothed  his  beloved  Thorah  in  fine 
vestments,  and  ornamented  it  in  cunningly 
chased  gold  and  silver,  and  illumined  his 
Hagadah  and  scrolls;  but  all  this  was  of  a 
composite  art  borrowed  from  the  consum- 
mate art  of  his  Gentile  neighbors. 

What  has  our  age  offered  as  Jewish  art? 
Practicaly  nothing.  Jewish  artists  or  rather 
artists  who  are  Jews  we  have  by  the  legion. 
And  why  should  we  not?  Why  should  nof 
a  people  that  has  assimilated  the  art  in- 
spiration of  all  the  great  nations  of  the 
world,  in  tarn  create? 


Russia's  greatest  sculptor,  Antokolsky, 
was  a  Jew;  Holland's  favorite  painter,  Josef 
Israels,  is  a  Jew;  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
French  school  of  Impressionists  and  its 
most  genial  exponent,  Emile  Pissaro,  was  a 
Jew;  in  every  school  of  art,  in  every  land, 
we  find  among  the  eminent  painters  and 
sculptors  Jews;  an  Ezekiel,  a  Mosler,  a 
Loeb  in  America,  a  Solomon  J.  Solomon  in 
England,  a  Lieberman  in  Germany;  but  they 
are  all  artists  who  happen  to  be  Jews  or 
Jews  who  happen  to  be  artists.  The  fact  that 
most  of  them  have  painted  or  sculptured 
a  work  of  art  embodying  a  Jewish  subject, 
does  not  make  it  Jewish  art.  Ismael  Ghent 
has  painted  the  Jew  of  the  Orient  with  such 
sympathetic  intuition  and  skill  that  he  may 
be  considered  one  of  the  best  painters  of 
Jewish  subjects.  And  yet  Ismael  Ghent, — 
whose  Christian  name,  so  Hebraic  in  char- 
acter, is  but  a  reminder  of  the  fact  that  his 
father,  brush  in  hand,  haunted  the  Orient 
before  him, — this  Ismael  Ghent  is  a  Ger- 
man Christian  of  noble  lineage.  Such  a 
painter,  as  have  most  of  the  Jewish  artists 
who  have  treated  of  Jewish  subjects,  has 
approached  his  subjects  purely  objectively. 
It  is  no  more  Jewish  art  than  Daniel  De- 
ronda  is  Jewish  literature. 

And  yet  of  late  a  new  school  has  sprung 
up,^and  it  has  come  from  the  East, — which 
really  bids  fair  to  be  Jewish  art.  They  are 
the  young  painters  and  sculptors,  mostly 
Galicians  and  Russians  and  Poles,  who  hav- 
ing been  brought  upon  Hebrew  lore  in  the 
reeking  confines  of  the  Ghetto,  are  depict- 
ting  the  Judcnschmers  they  have  felt  and 
are  feeling.  Their  cuning  hands  have 
mastered  the  technique  of  their  art,  be  it  in 
Moscow  or  Munich,  or  Berlin  or  Paris,  but 
the  heart  which  inspires  their  brush  or  mal- 
let pulsates  in  Palestine.  The  wandering 
Jew  in  them  pauses,  not  to  portray  his  im- 
pressions of  the  foreign  lands  and  stranger 
customs,  but  to  depict  his  own  sufferings, 
his  own  Heimtveh,  his  own  aspirations, 
Such  art  is  Jewish  art;  for  it  is  subjectively 
Jewish. 

In  those  earlier  days,  when  the  nations 
were  still  in  astate  of  formation,  distinctive- 
ly national  art  could  only  take  its  feature 
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and  form  from  the  representable  concepts 
of  the  national  religions;  for  religion  and 
state  were  one  and  inseparable.  In  our 
days  such  conditions  are  not  sine  qua  non; 
and  various  distinctive  schools  of  art  have 
sprung  up  which  borrow  their  precepts  and 
concepts,  some  from  laws  of  Aesthetics  pure 
and  simple,  some  from  mere  technical  con- 
siderations, some  from  local  conditions  and 
traditions. 

So  a  consideration  of  the  possibility  of 
the  formation  of  a  future  distinctively  Jew- 
ish art,  need  not  be  Utopian.  An  interest- 
ing experiment  is  being  tried  to-day  in 
Jerusalem.  An  art  school  has  been  found- 
ed there — to  be  sure  a  school  of  applied 
arts,  but  all  art  began  that  way — called  the 
Bezalel,  after  the  constructor  of  the  Taber- 
nacle of  the  Wilderness.  It  is  under  the 
direction    of     two    of    the    group    of    East 


European  Jewish  artists,  Professor  Boris 
Schatz,  who  was  Antokolski's  assistant  and 
Ephraim  Mose  Lilien.  perhaps  the  foremost 
distinctively  Jewish  illustrator  of  to-day. 
The  school's  object,  and  an  eminent  one, 
if  only  from  an  economic-sociological 
standpoint,  is  to  propagate  the  domestic  art 
industry  in  Palestine.  But  the  special  inter- 
est lies  in  the  fact  that  the  conditions  which 
prevailed  in  the  formation  of  primitive 
school  of  art  will  here  obtain:  A  native  if 
not  national  soil,  a  native  language,  for  the 
teachins?  will  be  in  pure  Hebrew,  and 
national  ideals  if  not  national  surroundings. 
It  is  not  my  province  to  prophesy,  but  I 
venture  to  biate  if  ever  there  is  to  be  a 
Jewish  art  approaching  in  distinctiveness 
and  intensiveness,  the  great  national  schools 
on  which  all  modern  arts  are  based,  such  a 
Jewish  art  must  arise  from  just  such  sur- 
roundings. 


The  Point  of  View  of  V.  Statsov,  Russian  Art  Critic 


It  has  been  recorded  in  most  of  the  his- 
tories of  art  that  notwithstanding  all  their 
talents  and  abilities,  the  Jews  have  never 
given  to  the  world  any  great  painters  or 
sculptors;  that  their  very  nature,  their  char- 
acter, and  their  frame  of  mind,  fornmlated 
in  the  course  of  many  centuries,  have  ac- 
quired traits  which  are  detrimental  to  cre- 
ativeness  of  this  sort.  Nobody  ever  thought 
of  denying  the  Jews  their  aptitude  for  sci- 
ence, for  medicine,  for  music,  for  the  art 
of  acting,  for  industry,  for  ct)nimercc,  but 
nobody  had  at  the  same  time  recognized 
in  the  Jews  any  qualifications  for  the  plas- 
tic art.  That  is  a  strange  and  queer  his- 
torical fatalism  which  deals  out  talents  to 
some  nations,  and  denies  talents  to  others, 
as  though  man  is  not  the  same  everywhere 
at  all  times,  and  as  though  certain  moral  or 
creative  shortcomings  were  not  merely  the 
results  of  unfavorable  and  accidental  cir- 
cumstances which  temporarily  check  the 
human  genius  in  its  growth  and  fligCit 

To  repeat  the  absurdities  about  the  inar^ 


tistic  nature  of  the  Jews  is  permissible  to- 
day only  to  the  blind  and  ignorant,  or  to 
those  who  are  possessed  of  the  same  intol- 
erance and  fanaticism  w^hich  people  were 
wont  to  ascribe  to  the  Jews  themselves. 
Unfortunately,  there  are  still  many  people 
like  these  among  us. 

During  the  second  half  of  the  Nineteenth 
Century,  there  came  a  time  for  research 
and  discoveries  in  ancient  Jewish  art.  And 
Israel  stepped  out  of  the  darkness  into  the 
light,  enriching  us  by  thousands  of  new 
facts.  The  science  of  ancient  Jewish  art, 
though  but  young,  has  already  yielded  rich 
fruit,  and  the  museums  of  Paris  and  Lon- 
don have  been  adorned  with  new  and  inter- 
esting departments — the  Jewish  depart- 
ments. There  are  characteristic  models  of 
sculpture,  precious  articles  and  ornaments. 
Are  not  all  these  creations  of  art?  Is  it 
possible  to  deny  the  artistic  taste,  the  cre- 
ative artistic  power  of  the  nation  that  has 
originated  all  this? 

At  the  present  time  the  existence  of  Jew- 
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.  ish  art  is  undeniable.  The  old  prejudice  has 
disappeared.  The  Jews  are  no  longer  re- 
garded as  abnormal  in  art,  as  an  exception 
among  the  nations.  Nobody  denied  the 
aptitude  for  art  even  in  the  savages,  evea 
in  the  ancient  barbarians  and  the  American 
Indians,  while  the  Jews  were  regarded  in 
that  respect  as  some  unimaginable  monster, 
— they,  whose  history  has  been  so  rich, 
who  have  lived  for  centuries  a  life  which 
was  now  a  terrible  and  cruel  tragedy,  now 
full  of  the  most  picturesque  and  most  beau- 
tiful poetry,  now  amidst  unspeakable  des- 
potism, now  in  pastoral  meekness.  Such 
traits  and  elements  as  these  have  never 
passed  without  leaving  traces;  they  always 
cast  their  reflection,  and  left  their  im- 
prints in  creations  of  art,  and  even  if  we 
did  not  have  a  single  relic  of  Jewish  plastic 
art,  their  grand  and  profound  lyric  poetry 
alone,  the  relics  of  their  sacred  songs  which 
have  been  preserved  in  many  of  the  reli- 
gious melodies  of  Christianity,  should  have 
convinced    us    of   the   profound    poetic    and 

artistic  aptitude  of  the  Jewish  people 

Erase  or  destroy  the  energetic  Jewish  ac- 
tivity in  art,  and  Europe,  and  for  that  mat- 
ter the  entire  world,  would  grow  darker  by 
many  degrees.  But  there  are  people,  not 
only  among  the  masses,  even  among  writers 
and  journalists,  who  still  cling  to  the  tra- 
ditional absurdity  of  trampling  upon  Jewish 

artistic   creativeness  and   ridiculing  it 

Together   with    the   small    but   increasing 
group   of  Jews,   who,   with   the   painters   of 
other   nations,  are  seeking   to  give   expres- 
sion to  their  national  feelings  and  their  im- 
agination in  the  forms  of  original  art.  you 
will   find    many   Jewish   painters    who   have 
forgotten   that  they  are  Jews,  and  it  seems 
as  though   they  were  doing  their  utmost  to 
show  to  the  world  that  there  was  nothing 
Jewish  about  them.    The  gifted  Dutch  Jew- 
ish painter,'  Josef  Israels,  does  not  seem  to 
have  noticed  the  thousands  of  Jews  in  Hol- 
land, but   he  has  made  all  efforts  to  secure 
the   gold    medal  for  paintings   representing 
Dutch  peasant  women  and  children,  not  for 
paintings    that  would  represent  the  humble 


Jewish  home  and  the  half-starved  Jewish 
children.  The  gifted  French  Jewish  painter, 
Levy,  devoted  himself  to  portraying  Catho- 
lic subjects,  although  he  should  have  known 
that  there  would  be  many  able  French  and 
Jesuit  painters  to  paint  these  subjects.... 
Our  own  Antokolsky,  more  gifted  than  all 
these  artists  put  together,  received  the  first 
prize  for  his  "Christ,"  which  is  indeed  a  fine 
work.  But  his  "Christ,"  though  represented 
for  the  first  time  in  Jewish  grab,  is  not  a 
Jewish  but  a  weak,  sentimental  figure  in  the 
mrinner  of  the  general  European  conception. 
And  that  was  the  same  Antokolsky  who 
started  out  so  splendidly  with  his  deeply 
national  "Inquisition,"  "The  Dispute  Over 
the  Talmud  at  the  Inn,"  his  life-like  "Jewish 
Tailor"  and  the  "Jewish  Miser."  His  pow^- 
erful,  original  subjects  melted  under  the 
beautiful,  but  enfeebling  rays  of  the  Italian 
sun!  What  sad  examples  of  treachery  to 
their  national  flag,  to  their  people!  I  do 
not  know  how  others  look  upon  it,  but  to 
me  such  colorless  anti-national  products  of 

-art  are  aimless  and  disagreeable 

Why  had  this  national  idea  remained  so 
foreign  to  so  many  of  the  Jewish  ai^tists? 
Does  Jewish  nationalism  seem  to  them  still 
poor  and  insignificant?  Or  has  it  no  types, 
has  it  no  beauty  of  body  and  soul?  Why 
then,  did  the  great  European  painters  think 
otherwise,  both  the  old  and  the  new,  those 
that  were  really  great  and  original?  Look 
at  Rembrandt,  look  at  Knaus!  These  two 
painters  of  unequal  greatness,  Rembrandt, 
one  of  the  greatest  geniuses  of  the  world, 
the  other  only  a  fine  talent:  yet  both  of 
them  saw  wHth  clear  eyes  what  rich  mater- 
ial for  artistic  reproduction  there  was  in  the 
Jewish  life  about  them,  and  they  did  more 
than  once  what  the  Jewish  painters  should 
have  done 

Although  I  am  not  a  Jew,  I  consider  it 
interesting  and  important  to  examine  the 
rij^hts  and  duties  of  the  Jewish  artists  and 
Jewish  art.  It  seems  that  some  non-Jew 
had 'to  do  this  work  since  the  Jews  did  not 
do  it  themselves 
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The  Resources  of  Palestine 


By  Prof.  Otto  Warburg 

Chaintuin  of  the  Palestine  Commission. 
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UMEROUS  arguments,  political  and 
economic,  are  brought  to  bear 
against  the  movement  to  direct  the 
colonization  of  the  Jews  to  the 
East,  or,  properly  speaking,  to  Pal- 

The  chief  arguments  of  its  opponents 


ArguBMiitt  Affaintt  Pal«stiiM 

Palestine  is  not  fit  for  colonization  because 
of  its  thousand  years'  desolation  and  the  de- 
cline of  agriculture  which  has  placed  it  in 
such  a  state  as  to  make  its  improvement  im- 
possible. The  dismantling  of  the  forests  has 
altered  the  once  favorable  climate;  the  thin 
layer  of  soil  formed  on  the  slopes  of  un- 
fertile mountains  has  been  washed  down  by 
the  heavy  winter  rains;  the  valleys,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  draining  facilities,  have  turned  to 
swamps  and  breed  malaria  and  other  diseases. 

These  are  given  as  the  reasons  for  the 
present  state  of  Palestine.  It  is  further  said, 
there  can  be  no  hope  of  improving  conditions 
except  by  spending  a  few  decades  in  con- 
structing sanitary  works  to  remedy  the  de- 
leterious influences  and  thus  to  make  the 
country  favorable  for  settlement.  Conse- 
quently, it  is  futile  to  attempt  to  colonize  in 
Palestine,  whether  individually  or  by  means 
of  association,  unless  we  are  prepared  to  ex- 
pend an  incalculable  sum  as  a  sinking  capital; 
and  if  capital  is  required,  far  better  results 
could  be  obtained  in  Argentine,  Canada,  or 
even  in  Russia.  And  again,  Palestine  is  too 
small  and  too  mountainous  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  a  large  number  of  people;  the  cli- 
mate is  bad,  worse  than  other  parts  of  the 
Orient.  ' 

In  order  to  disprove  these  serious  charges, 
it  will  be  necessary  to  consider  with  some 
care  the  principles  that  imderlie,  or  should 
underlie,  the  work  of  colonization  in  Pales- 
tine and  its  neighboring  lands.     Of  what  use 


will  be  the  beautiful  and  solid  structure  if  its 
foundations  are  unsound;  of  what  significance 
ardent  and  disinterested  labor,  if  expectations 
cannot  be  realized? 

The  Prindple  of  Colobization 

Let  us  deal  first  with  the  geographical  prin- 
ciple of  colonization,  i.  e.,  the  peculiarities  of 
the  soil,  its  fitness  for  agriculture,  its  topo- 
graphy, its  size,  accessibility,  natural  resources 
and  all  other  factors  that  may  have  some 
bearing  on  the  value  of  the  land.    .    .    . 

It  is  remarkable  that  after  so  much  work 
in  exploration,  the  knowledge  of  the  country 
remains  confined  to  scientific  circles.  The 
public  at  large  remains  totally  ignorant.  The 
probable  cause  of  this  ignorance  is  the  lack 
of  roads  in  Palestine. 

Travelers  having  little  time  at  their  dis- 
posal, confine  themselves  to  the  beaten  path 
of  the  Jaffa-Jerusalem  road,  and  at  most  take 
a  turn  to  Jericho  and  Bethlehem.  The  best 
part  of  Palestine,  therefore,  escapes  their  ob- 
servation. The  road  to  Jericho  cuts  through 
the  Wilderness  of  Judah,  which  is  a  tract  of 
waste  land.  While  in  Jaffa,  the  traveler  docs 
not  give  himself  time  to  visit  the  neighboring 
country,  wh-re  he  could  see  the  well-cultivated 
and  flourishing  colonies.  The  spot  where  he 
may  get  a  true  impression  of  the  rich  flora 
of  Palestine  is  in  the  Hotel  du  Park,  a  garden 
built  by  Baron  Ustin  in  Jaffa.  Tourists  sup- 
pose, doubtless,  that  this  flourishing  oasis 
was  planted  at  the  expense  of  a  colossal  sum 
of  money  and  incredible  efforts.  As  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  the  Hotel  du  Park  is  an  experi- 
ment garden  which  plainly  demonstrates  how 
little  manual  labor  is  required  in  this  benc- 
ficient  climate  to  cuhivate  forests  and  groves 
of  tropical  and  sub-tropical  trees  and  shrub- 
beries. The  Hotel  du  Park  impresses  one  as 
a  rich  tropical  garden.  One  sees  varieties 
of      fan-palms,      the      tropical      forms      of 
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ficus,  especially  the  ficus  bengaliensis,  the  ficus 
elastica,  the  Australian  ficus  rubiginosa,  the 
flowering  hibicus  rosa  sinensis,  the  melia  aje- 
darach,  otherwise  known  as  the  pride  of  India 
(a  VCX7  luxurious  tree)  and  varieties  of  the 
tropical  climbing  liana.  One  may  imagine 
oneself  in  a  luxuriant  park  of  India  while  m 
the  Hotel  du  Park. 

Tourists  who  travel  by  coach  from  JkflFa 
to  Haifa  generally  take  the  main  road.  They 
meet  a  few  scattered  Arabian  settlements,  en- 
campments on  poorly  cultivated  land.  They 
are  thus  impressed  by  the  fact  that  the  entire 
country  is  woodless,  covered  with  weeds,  a 
desert.  Yet  they  are  not  aware  of  the  fact 
that  they  have  passed  through  that  part  of 
Palestine  which  is  on  the  eve  of  a  brilliant 
future,  for  the  flourishing  Jewish  colonies  are 
located  some  distance  from  the  main  road. 

Examining  the  configuration  of  Palestine, 
we  notice  that  it  is  for  the  most  part  moim- 
tainous;  anterior  to  the  mountainous  regions 
stretches  the  Valley  of  Sharon,  remark- 
able for  its  fertility.  It  is  165  kilometres 
long  and  15  kilometers  wide  in  its  transverse 
sections.  Northward  the  Valley  branches  oflF 
mto  several  sections  which  run  far  into  the 
interior  of  the  country;  of  these,  the  Valley 
of  Jezrcel  and  Zebulon  are  famous  for  their 
amazing  fertility;  it  is  traversed  by  a  broad 
depression  containing  the  Merom  and  Tiberian 
lakes  on  the  north,  and  the  Jordan,  the  Plain 
ol  El  Chor  and  the  Dead  Sea  on  the  south. 
The  Dead  Sea  is  about  400  metres  below  the 
level  of  the  Mediterranean  Sea.  The  height 
of  the  hilly  side  west  of  the  Jordan  is  be- 
tween 600  to  900  metres,  reaching  in  some 
places  1200  east  of  the  Jordan,  t.  e.,  the  hill- 
side of  Moab  and  Gilead;  the  vulcanic  region 
of  Djolan  is  somewhat  higher,  reaching  at 
Tel  esh  Scheca  about  1,300  metres. 

Extending  longitudinally,  Palestine  touches 
the  eastern  part  of  the  Mediterranean  Sea. 
The  coast-line,  which  is  cut  very  little,  has  but 
two  harbors,  Jaffa  and  Haifa,  and  these  two 
harbors  can  easily  be  converted  into  good 
seaports,  and  other  transportation  facilities 
may  be  gained  by  constructing  railroads  along 
the  coast  line  extending  from  Beirut  to  Port 
Said,  thus  connecting  all  the  coast  points. 

The  size  of  Palestine  is  about  29,000  square 


kilometres,  that  is,  it  is  equal  in  size  to  the 
province  of  Posen.  The  latter  counts  about 
two  million  inhabitants,  while  Palestine  con- 
tains only  600,000,  or  21  persons  to  each 
•  square  kilometre.  In  other  words,  there  is 
room  for  one  and  one-half  million  people  be- 
fore Palestine  will  reach  the  density  of  popu- 
lation of  Posen.  Taking  the  average  density 
of  population  in  Germany  as  a  standard,  105 
persons  to  each  square  kilometres,  there  is 
room  in  Palestine  for  over  2,500,000  persons. 
Socin  claims,  in  his  article,  "Palestine,"  in  the 
Elncyclopedia  Biblia,  that  in  its  flourishing  day 
Galilee  had  a  population  of  120  persons  to  the 
square  kilometre.  According  to  Josephus,  at 
the  time  of  Jesus,  Galilee,  from  a  birdseye 
view  of  it,  appeared  like  a  sea  of  houses, 
closely  huddled  together.  Examining  the 
lands  in  the  neighborhoood  of  Palestine,  with 
relation  to  dimensions  and  density  of  popu- 
lation, we  gather  the  following  figures: 

Per  Sq. 
Sq.  Kilo.    Inhabs.    Kilo. 

Syria   282,000    3,200,000     114 

Mesopotamia    340,000    1.650,000       5 

Asia   Minor    515,000    8400,000      16 

Cyprus   9,300       230,000      Qfj,7 

Applying  the  average  density  of  the  popula- 
tion of  Germany  as  a  standard,  there  is  ad- 
ditional room  in 
Syria   for   18,200,00  persons 
Mesopotamia  for  34,700,000  persons 
Asia  Minor  for  45,000,000  persons 
Cyprus  for  700,000  persons 
A  total  of  about  100,000,000  persons. 
It  is  obvious  that  in  estimating  105  persons 
to   each  sqCiare  kilometre,  it  is  necessary  to 
assume  the  existence  of  a  strongly  developed 
industrial  life  or  extensive  agriculture.    More- 
over, it  is  also  necessary  to  consider  that  horti- 
culture is  capable  of  maintaining  more  than 
105  persons  to  a  square  kilometre,  one  hec- 
tare for  each  person.    This  is  a  demonstrated 
fact.      In    the    fertile    regions   of   Japan    and 
China,  families  of  five  live  on  one-quarter  of  a 
hectare,    and    sometimes    on   less.     Thus,   20 
persons  could  exist  upon  one  hectare,  or  2,000 
upon  one  kilometre. 

The  example  of  Lebanon  convincingly 
demonstrates  that  in  this  favorable  region  the 
steepest  slopes  can  be  terraced  and  devoted 
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to  horticulture  Lebanon  in  spite  of  its  hilly 
aspect  and  its  unfavorable  soil,  having  an  au- 
tonomous government  (consequently  the  best 
governed),  has  already  a  population  of  227, ooo 
'  on  an  area  of  5,700  square  kilometres,  or  57 
persons  to  each  square  kilometre.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  the  population  of  Syria  and  Pal- 
estine will  continue  to  increase  even  with  in- 
significant improvements  in  administration, 
provided  better  roads  are  constructed. 

Assume  that  but  a  fourth  of  the  country, 
that  is,  the  valley  and  slopes,  that  can  be 
terraced,  a  surface  of  about  7,500  square  kilo- 
metres, were  utilized  for  horticulture  and  take 
as  an  average  of  population  the  population  of 
the  Jewish  colonies,  one  person  to  the  hectare, 
where  only  grapes  are  cultivated,  horti- 
culture alone  can  maintain  a  population  of 
750,000.  Horticulture  will  attract  a  large  num- 
ber of  artisans,  laborers,  merchants,  servants, 
professional  men,  etc,  at  least  to  the  number 
of  another  750,000.  And  let  us  assume  that  the 
capacity  of  the  remaining  two-thirds  is  three 
times  less,  that  is,  three  hectares  to  each  per- 
son, the  remaining  three-fourths  will  accom- 
modate 1,500,000  persons.  With  the  develop- 
ment of  industries  in  Palestine,  the  population 
will  be  much  larger  than  has  been  calculated. 
Belgium,  with  an  area  of  29,457  kilometres, 
about  the  satne  as  Palestine,  has  a  population 
of  seven  million  people. 

Developiiient  of  Industry 

It  is  hard  to  make  predictions  with  regard 
to  the  development  of  industry  in  Palestine. 
The  land  abounds  in  natural  wealth  as  yet 
untouched.  It  contains  phosphorus,  salt,  oil, 
kalium,  asphalt,  sulphur,  bromide,  and  prob- 
ably coal.  The  immense  water-power,  as  yet 
insufficiently  investigated  by  scientists,  could 
be  utilized  for  industries.  The  Jordan,  trac- 
ing its  source  in  Hermon,  on  a  height  of  370 
kilometres,  enters  the  Dead  Sea  394  metres 
below  the  sea  level,  making  the  height  of  the 
fall  764  metres.  There  are  other  streams 
tributary  to  the  Dead  Sea  that  fall  from  a 
height  of  several  hundred  tnetres  and  conse- 
quently could  provide  ample  water  power. 
The  rivers  that  flow  from  the  northern  Jor- 
dan mountains  are  at  present  meagrely  used 
for  theit  water  power.    It  is  evident  that  Pal- 


estine has  the  natural  forces,  water  power, 
naphtha,  asphalt,  etc,  favorable  to  the  de- 
v^elopment  of  industries. 

It  is  admitted  that  a  rapid  development  of 
industries  in  Palestine  is  impossible  on  ac- 
count of  the  imperfect  Turkish  laws,  customs 
and  the  backsheesh  system.  But  regardless 
of  existing  obstacles,  we  must  use  our  utmost 
to  turn  to  useful  account  those  phases  of 
colonization  feasible  even  under  the  present 
system,  which  includes  agriculture  and  horti- 
culture, to  be  dependent  for  irrigation  on  rain 
or  well-water,  and  the  encouragement  of  small 
industries. 

It  is  necessary  to  consider,  and  to  be  con- 
vinced of  the  fact,  that  agriculture,  dependent 
upon  climatic  conditions,  can  be  carried  on 
successfully  in  Palestine. 

The  Rainfall  of  Palattina 

Palestine,  as  well  as  other  Mediterranean 
countries,  is  within  the  zone  of  winter  rains. 
During  the  summer  there  is  no  rain  in  the 
valleys,  and  but  very  little  in  the  mountains. 
From  May  to  October,  the  sky  is  cloudless; 
the  dew-fall  does  not  compensate  for  the  lack 
of  rain ;  yet,  the  average  rainfall,  all  things 
considered,  is  far  from  being  low;  in  fact, 
it  exceeds  the  average  of  Germany.  Accord- 
ing to  Charles  Warren's  figures,  the  average 
rainfall  in  El  Arisch,  province  of  Egypt,  is 
300  min. ;  in  Gasa,  a  frontier  town,  440  min.; 
while  in  Palestine  it  is  as  follows: 
Jerusalem  (based  on  39  years 

observation 662      Minim 

Sharon  (2  years)   558  " 

Haifa  (16  years)   705  " 

Nazareth  ( 10  years)   612  " 

Tiberias  (dry  Jordan  hollow, 

10  years) 528  " 

Kasseira     and     Hermon     (2 

years)    1020  " 

Thus  in  Gaza  the  rainfall  was  somewhat 
lower  than  in  Germany,  while  in  other  places 
somewhat  higher,  and  in  Kossegra,  part  of 
Lebanon,  on  the  border  of  Palestine,  it  is 
twice  as  high  as  Germany. 

On  account  of  the  unequal  distribution  of 
the  rainfall,  and  in  the  absence  of  artificial 
irrigation,  only  plants  can  be  grown  that  need 
no  rain  in  the  month  of  May.     The  season 
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is  not  cold  and  the  rainfall  is  sufficient  for  an 
excellent  crop  of  barley,  wheat,  durrha,  lentils, 
lupine,    tobacco,   sesame,   etc. 

The  harvest  varies  according  to  the  rain- 
fall at  the  end  of  the  March- April  season.  To 
what  extent  the  harvest  is  profitable  in  favor- 
able seasons  may  be  gathered  from  state- 
ments published  in  the  Colonial  Zeitung, 
March  20,  1902,  by  Young,  the  head  of  the 
German  colony  of  Sharon: 

Wheat,  per  hectare 2,500-3,000  kilograms 

Barley,    per   hectare 2,000-2,500  " 

Maize,    per  hectare 1,500-  " 

Durrha,  per  liecare   1,200-1,500  " 

Potatoes,  per  hectare 10,000  " 


Palestine  has  not  had  a  bad  harvest  for  some 

Horticultural  products 200,000 

Wine    1,200,000      " 

Olive    Oil 2,500,000     " 

In  tl)e  near  future,  when  the  plains  along 
the  sea  shore  will  be  covered  with  villages, 
and  the  slopes  transformed  into  terraces  of 
olive  groves,  gardens,  the  exports  from  Pal- 
estine will  undoubtedly  be  largely  increased. 
Pakstine  Under  PraMot  CooditioiM 

The  above  demonstrates,  again,  that  even 
under  present  difficult  conditions,  political  and 
legal,  a  much  larger  population  can  be  pro- 
vided for  if  the  land  is  used  to  advantage. 
The  prosperity  of  a  country  depends  upon  the 


Farm   Hands  of  Rechoboth   Colony. 

time.       At     times     the    locusts     damage    the  adoption  of  modern  improvements  in  agricul- 

crops;  thus,  in  1902,  Jaffa  shows  only  70  per  ture,  the  construction  of  roads  and  railways, 

cent  of  wheat,  40  per  cent,  of  barley,  and  20  in  order  to  make  accessible  every  part  of  the 

per  cent,  of  olive,  as  compared  with  the  av-  country.    Palestine  is  on  the  eve  of  a  new  era. 

crage  annual  harvest,  but  no  one  in  Palestine  Soon   the   locomotive   will   rush   through   the 

can  remember  a  similar  bad  year  for  several  valley  of  the  Jordan,  and  it  will  be  possible 

decades   past.  to  reach  Haifa  from  the  Hauran  within  a  few 

The   exports  of  the  country,  though   small  hours,  and  probably,  within  a  few  years,  the 

in  size  and  sparsely  settled,  and  though  bur-  ports  of  the  Red  Sea.    Our  problem  is  vastly 

dened  with  charitable  institutions,  monasteries  important    and    one    of    which    we    must    be 

and  visted  by  foreigners,  is  quite  large.    The  proud.    We  are  the  carriers  of  culture  to  the 

report  of  1900  shows  that  from  Jaffa,  Haifa,  Orient.     We  are  giving  back  to  the  Orient 

Acca  and  Gaza  were  exported:  the  cultural  requirements  of  the  Western  na- 

Wheat 4,500,000  francs  tions  with  modifications  in  order  to  make  them 

Barley  • 2,500,000      "  conform  to  the  peculiar  forms  of  the  East 

Sesame    1,200,000      "  Translated  by  Dr,  B.  Levenburg. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


140 


tttE   kACCABA^K. 


Russian  Leaders  on  Zionism 

Zionttm  will  not  Interfere  with  Emancipation  in  Russia 


What  do  they  think  of  Zionism?  is  the  de- 
cisive query  of  all  anti-Zionists.  If  the  Jew- 
ish people,  by  dint  of  great  effort  and 
many  contortions,  will  take  up  with  Jew- 
ish nationalism,  what  will  the  world,  the  bene- 
factors of  us  poor  emancipated  Jews,  have  to 
say?  Time  and  again  they  have  been  an- 
swered: The  world  has  no  objections  to  your 
national  emancipation.  It  is  you  who  must 
act  for  your  best  interests;  the  world  appre- 
ciates the  in  dependent  man.  Do  you  want  to 
be  respected?  Do  not  ask  what  you  are  to 
do  in  order  to  be  respected  by  the  man 
whose  respect  you  expect  to  win.  If  you  want 
to  be  free,  do  not  ask  your  driver  what  you 
ought  to  do  in  order  to  be  free.  Respect 
yourself,  free  yourself,  and  then  see  what  will 
happen  I 

The  Bundists  and  other  anti-Jews  have  in- ' 
sisted  that  if  the  Jews  raise  to  question  of 
Zionism  before  Russia  .is  freed,  then  Jewish 
emancipation  will  be  endangered.  "Lie  low, 
say  nothing,  and  in  the  melee,  you  too  will 
he  liberated,  and  no  embarrassing  question 
will  be  asked.  Once  you  mention  the  word 
Zionism,  good-bye  to  your  golden  hopes  of 
the  future." 

Again  the  goyim  have  taught  Jews  a  les- 
son. Several  prominent  Russian  leaders  have 
been  asked,  what  do  you  think  of  Zionism? 
Will  Zionism  endanger  the  future  emancipa- 
tion of  the  Jews?  And  this  is  what  they 
have  answered: 

N.  P.  Anensky,  the  well-known  writer,  and 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  "National  Socialist 
Party,"  said:  ,. 

"There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  Jews  should 
get  equal  rights  with  the  Russians.  That  ques- 
tion and  the  question  concerning  our  attitude 
towards  Zionism  are  two  different  things. 
Whether  there  will  be  Deputies  in  the  Duma 
that  will  openly  declare  themselves  Zionists, 
or  whether  there  will  be  no  such  Deputies, 
that  will  not  in  the  least  alter  our  attitude 
and  will  n)t  hinder  us  from  defending  the 
cause  of  equal  rights  for  the  Jews.    As  for  me, 


personally,  I  wish  the  Jews  to  remain  in  Rus- 
sia. And  if  Russia  were  to  encourage  a  wide- 
spread Jewish  emigration,  I  should  consider 
its  work  neither  proper  nor  practical.  I  rec- 
ognize, however,  that  after  all  that  has  hap- 
pened, the  Jews  have  the  moral  right  to  seek 
a  way  out  of  their  painful  condition,  and  as 
we  Russians  have  not  proved  by  our  deeds  that 
we  are  able  to  guarantee  to  the  Jews  a  life 
that  would  satisfy  them,  we  have  no  moral 
right  to  keep  them  away  from  Zionism.  Our 
opposition  to  Zionism  should  be  expressed 
only  in  the  following  way:  We  must  do 
everything  in  our  power  to  make  the  Jews 
feel  that  i*ey  are  not  strangers  among  us. 
\Wt  must  give  them  equal  rights  without  any 
exceptions  whatever  and  treat  them  so  that 
they  should  have  no  desire  to  look  elsewhere 
for  the  solution  of  the  Jewish  question. 

"If  the  Zionist  tendency  atnong  the  Jews 
would  really  cause  us  to  change  our  attitude 
concerning  equal  rights  for  the  Jews,  it  would 
merely  show  that  the  sense  of  real  equality 
is  not  alive  within  our  breasts.  No.  Zionism 
does  not  interfere  with  our  struggle  for  equal 
rights  for  the  Jews." 

Professor  P.  N.  Miliukov,  the  well-known 
economist  and  leader  of  the  G>n8titi]tional 
Democratic  Party,  said: 

"It  is  ridiculous  to  say  that  if  there  will  be 
Zionists  in  the  Duma^  the  Jews  will  not  get 
equal  rights.  I  have  always  regarded  Zion- 
ism as  a  dream  which  cannot  be  realized.  But 
it  has  not  only  made  Jewish  life  more  beauti- 
ful in  a  certain  sense,  it  has  also  proved  very 
useful  in  that  it  has  strengthened  the  courage 
of  the  Jewish  people,  it  has  elevated  the  Jews 
in  their  own  eyes  and  has  thus  prepared  them 
for  the  struggle  for  a  better  future.  If  the 
Zionists  in  the  Duma  will  show  that  they  go 
hand  in  hand  with  the  progressive  element  in 
Russia  and  will  participate  in  the  struggle  for 
freedom,  Zionism  will  in  no  way  change  our 
attitude  toward  equal  rights  for  all.  It  makes 
no  difference  to  us  whether  the  Jewish  rep- 
resentatives will  be  Zionists  or  not    It  is  tin- 
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derstood  that  the  enemies  of  the  movement  for 
equal  rights  for  the  Jews  will  avail  themselves 
oi  this  opportunity,  but  the  progressive  ele- 
ments of  the  Duma  will  be  courageous  enough 
to  meet  such  attacks,  even  as  they  meet  every 
attack  of  the  reactionaries.  As  for  the  ques- 
tion of  emigration,  it  is  in  my  opinion  a  ques- 
tion of  the  remote  future  which  should  not  at 
all  be  taken  into  consideration  while  solving 
the  Jewish  problem." 

M.  M.  Kovalevsky,  the  famous  writer  and 
leader  of  the  Cadets,  said : 

"It  makes  no  difference  whether  the  Jews 
will  remain  in  Russia  or  whether  they  will 
leave  Russia  in  the  future;  it  is  clear  to  me 
that  not  a  single  free  man  will  permit  that 
people    who    fulfil    all    their   civic    duties   and 


pay  their  country  with  their  blood  and  their 
money  should  be  deprived  of  their  civic  and 
political  rights.  That  is  why  I  consider  it 
superfluojs  to  go  into  details  with  which  I 
am  not  familiar  and  which  are  not  at  all  im- 
portant to  me  after  what  I  have  said." 

I.  W.  Jilkin,  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  "La- 
bor Group"  in  the  first  Duma,  said: 

"The  Zionists  are  ready  to  work  together 
with  us  for  the  liberation  of  Russia.  How  can 
we  regard  them  otherwise  than  in  friendly 
spirit?  If  the  Jews  will  be  with  us,  very  well. 
If  they  should  succeed  in  realizing  their  dream 
and  found  an  independent,  free,  national  life, 
I  shall  be  very  pleased.  For  we  are  all  striv- 
ing towards  one  goal — the  happiness  of  all 
mankind." 


Jewish  Emigration  to  Palestine  in   1906 


The  Jewish  emigrants  going  to  Pales- 
tine by  way  of  Odessa  are  asked  a  series 
of  questions  for  statistical  purposes  and 
it  is  upon  the  answers  to  these  questions 
that  the  following  figures  taken  from  the 
St.  Petersburg  Fraind  are  based.  While 
this  does  not  give  a  complete  picture  of 
Jewish  emigration  to  Palestine,  for  there 
is  a  contingent  of  emigrants,  though  a  very 
insignificant  one,  that  goes  to  Palestine  not 
by  way  of  Odessa,  nevertheless  the  material 
submitted  herewith  sheds  light  on  the  sub- 
ject. 

In  January,  226  people  emigrated  to  Pal- 
estine from  Russia;  132  men  and  94  wo- 
men. In  February,  427  people;  233  men 
and  194  women.  In  March,  536  people;  300 
men  and  236  women.    In  April,  195  people; 


117  men  and  78  women.  In  May,  202  people; 
104  men  and  98  women.  In  June,  151  people; 
78  men  and  73  women.  In  July,  366  people; 
202  men  and  164  women.  In  August,  706 
people;  378  men  and  328  women.  In  bep- 
tember,  68  people;  41  men  and  27  women. 
In  October,  317  people,  192  men  and  125 
women.  In  November,  141  people;  85  men 
and  56  women.  In  December,  92  people; 
55  men  and  37  women. 

The  occupations  of  the  emigrants  to  Pal- 
estine during  1906  were  as  follows.  Me- 
chanics, laborers,  753,  or  53  per  cen.;  mer- 
chants, 504,  or  35  per  cent.;  professional 
(teachers,  physicians,  lawyers,  journalists, 
dentists,  nurses,  etc),  117,  or  8  per  cent; 
agriculturists,  51,  or  4  per  cent. 
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The  Pirophet  in  Pharoah's  Palace 


Truislatod  from  the  Hebrew  ol  Efijahn  Mar- 
folUbyEliesMerfolu 


ON  the  birthday  of  Pharoah,  the  Kings 
of  the  East  came  to  greet  him,  laden 
with  costly  gifts.  They  brought  with 
them  their  gods.  Moses  and  Aaron 
also  come  to  do  honor  to  Pharoah, 
but  they  stood  at  the  gate  of  the  palace.  Then 
Pharoah,  being  informed,  that  the  leaders  of 
the  children  of  Israel  stood  before  his  gate, 
ordered  that  they  be  brought  in  to  his  pres- 
ence. When  Moses  and  Aaron  entered  tfce 
palace,  the  anger  of  Pharoah  was  kindled 
against  them,  for  they  brought  no  gifts  (as 
God  had  commanded  Moses). 

Then  spoke  Pharoah:  "Who  are  you,  and 
whence  come  you?" 

Then  Aaron  the  Seer  spoke  the  following 
parable : 

"I  speak  in  the  name  of  God,  Woe  unto 
him  who  seeks  the  priest  in  the  court  of 
death  and  the  living  among  the  dead!  Is 
not  our  God  the  God  of  Life  and  the  King 
of  the  Universe,  whose  name  is  Jahve  Se- 
baoth?  To  whom  wouldst  thou  liken  God, 
and  what  likeness  wouldst  thou  ascribe  to 
him?  When  God  shall  ride  in  his  chariots 
of  victory  the  idols  shall  tremble  before  him 
and  likewise  the  soothsayers  and  the  lying 
prophets  I" 

Pharoah  was  amazed.  His  spirit  weakened 
and  his  counsel  was  confused.    He  said: 

"Who  is  this  Jahve  whose  voice  I  should 
heed?  Is  he  a  youth  or  an  old  man?  Is  he 
a  giant  or  a  pygmy?  How  old  is  he,  and  how 
long  has  he  reigned?  Whom  has  he  con- 
quered?   Tell  me  that  I  may  know!" 


"Jahve,  our  God,  is  the  God  of  Life  and 
the  King  of  the  Universe,"  said  Moses.  "Jahve 
Sebaoth  is  his  name.  He  is  infinite  and  he  is 
the  Lord  of  the  World.  He  reigned  before 
creation.  He  was,  he  is,  he  shall  ever  be  to 
the  end  of  time.  He  is  without  beginning  and 
without  end.  Jahve  Sebaoth  is  his  name.  It 
is  he  who  created  all  living  creatures,  the 
multitudes  of  creation  without  end.  He  cre- 
ated thee;  he  formed  thee,  and  he  breathed 
the  breath  of  life  into  thee." 

"Wherein  lies  his  strength?"  asked  Pharoah. 

"Lift  thine  eyes  on  high,"  said  Moses,  "and 
See  who  stretched  out  the  heavens  and  who 
made  the  earth,  and  whose  handiwork  is  be- 
yond description.  The  voice  of  Jahve  cleaves 
the  flames  of  fire,  splits  the  mountain  and 
shatters  rocks.  His  arrow  is  fire.  His  dart 
is  the  flash  of  lightning.  His  spear  is  the 
Thunderbolt.  His  shield  is  the  clouds.  His 
armor  is  the  sky.  His  sword  is  lightning. 
He  makes  the  grass  to  grow  and  herbiage  for 
cattle.  He  creates  the  infant,  and  opens  the 
womb  of  life.  He  renders  naught  the  giants 
of  the  earth,  and  he  sets  kings  upon  their 
thrones.     Jahve  Sebaoth  is  his  natne." 

"Who   are  you?"  asked   Pharoah. 

Moses  and  Aaron  replied: 

"We  are  messengers  of  Jehovah,  and  in  his 
name  have  we  come  to  you." 

"And  what  do  you  seek?"  asked   Pharoah. 

"This  saith  the  Jahve,  the  God  of  Israel," 
said  Moses.  "Send  forth  my  people  that  they 
may  serve  me!" 

Pharoah*s  anger  burst  forth. 

"Who  is  this  Jahve,"  he  exclaimed,  "that 
I  should  hearken  to  his  voice?  Is  he  greater 
than  the  Kings  of  the  East,  who  do  me  hom- 
age and  bring  me  gifts?  I  do  not  know  this 
Jahve  and  as  for  the  children  of  Israel,  I 
ghall  not  let  them  go." 
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Then  he  ordered  that  the  book  of  Chronicles 
be  brought,  which  contained  the  records  of  the 
peoples  and  tlie  names  of  their  gods.  As 
these  records  were  read  to  him,  he  noted  the 
mention  of  the  gods  of  Moab  and  the  gods  of 
Ammon,  and  the  gods  of  Sidon,  but  he  did 
not  find  the  name  of  Jahve  in  the  record. 

And  Pharoah's  anger  did  not  abate.  He 
cried:  "You  speak  false!"  (Pharoah  had  be- 
come simple-minded;  he  thought  that  he  was 
God,  that  the  Nile  was  his,  for  he  had  made 
it).  Then  did  he  send  for  his  wise  men  and 
soothsayers.  These  misleaders  said  to  Pharoah : 

"Jahve  is  the  son  of  the  wise  men.  He  is 
the  son  of  the  Kings  of  the  East!" 

And  even  while  they  were  speaking  a  voice 
from  on  high  was  heard,  saying: 

"The  princes  of  Zoan  are  utterly  foolish; 
the  counsel  of  the  wise  counsellors  of  Pharoah 
is  become  brutish."     (Isaiah  xix). 

[Exodus  Rabba  v.] 


The  Return  of  Balaam's  4s8 


{A  Credible  Story  Adapted  From  the  German 
of  Max  Steif.) 


POR  many,  many  years  Balaam's  ass  had 
lived  in  the  desert  of  Petor,  secluded 
and  content,  save  for  her  great  and 
lasting  sorrow  for  the  death  of  the 
great  Balaam.  Had  she  been  an  ass 
of  the  ordinary  kind,  she  would  have  con- 
quered her  tears  and  forgotten  Balaam  in  the 
service  of  another  master;  but  she  could  not 
only  speak  like  a  human  being,  but  she  also 
suffered  like  one.  And  then  again,  could  she 
have  found  another  master  who  would  give 
her  so  many  privileges?  He  was  a  seer  of 
wide  reputation  and  to  serve  him  was  indeed 
a  proud  honor.  Various  considerations  led 
our  heroine  to  seal  a  vow  that  she  would  spend 
the  rest  of  her  natural  life  in  mourning  for 
her  former  master.  This  vow  she  had  ob- 
served now  for  the  greater  part  of  her  life. 
But  who  would  have  the  heart  to  blame  her 
if  she  did,  finally,  weary  of  the  monotony  of 
such  an  existence,  and  if  she  did  determine  to 
turn  to  good  account  the  store  of  rich  experi- 
ences gained  in  her  former  service? 
Full  of  expectation,  therefore,  our  heroine 


returned  to  the  scene  of  her  former  activity. 
A  number  of  surprises  awaited  her.  The  days 
of  good  old  King  Balak  were  gone,  never  to 
return.  In  place  of  those  practised  Jew- 
haters,  who  had  devoted  themselves  to  their 
profession  with  devotion  and  zeal,  she  found 
a  new  line  of  anti-Jewish  propaganda  repre- 
sented by  solitary  individuals,  dragging  but  a 
weary  existence  in  scattered  prejudice. 

Our  heroine  regretted  her  hasty  step.  Why 
had  she  left  the  desert  of  Petor?  But  her 
disappointment  was  calmed  a  bit  when  she  dis- 
covered that  she  might  probably  find  what  she 
was  looking  for  in  certain  European  capitals 
across  the  sea.  At  her  advanced  age,  of 
course,  it  was  no  small  undertaking  to  venture 
into  an  unknown  field,  but  curiosity  and  a 
revived  eagerness  for  action  finally  quieted 
her  doubts.  And,  as  she  had  sense  enough 
soon  to  discover,  it  would  not  do  to  show 
oneself  as  one  really  is,  a  short  time  before  her 
departure  she  visited  an  old  wizard  who  trans- 
formed her,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  into  a 
"perfect  gentleman,"  in  whom  only  the  con- 
noisseur could  discover  anything  asinine. 

Prepared  for  any  emergency,  our  heroine 
found  her  way  into  the  study- of  a  well-known 
areheologist,  to  whom  she  had  several  let- 
ters of  recommendation.  She  anticipated  a 
hearty  welcome  from  this  scholar  for  she 
had  heard  that  he  had  for  many  years  super- 
vised  excavations  in  her  own   land. 

"Whom  may  I  have  the  pleasure  of  ad- 
dressing?" he  inquired,  after  a  friendly  greet- 
ing. Our  heroine  bowed,  with  that  courtesy 
usually  attributed  only  to  good  breeding,  and 
replied,  simply: 

"I  am  Balaam's  ass." 

A  half  surprised,  half  amazed  look  lighted 
up  through  a  pair  of  gold-rimmed  spectacles. 

"Well,  well!  What  a  visitor!  Please  take 
a  seat.  This  is  a  fortunate  coincidence!  You 
come  as  if  in  answer  to  my  wish.  I  have 
been  busied,  for  many  years,  with  the  very 
important  question  as  to  how  such  a  sturdy 
Jew-hater  as  Balaam  could  have  delivered  a 
eulogy  on  his  enemies.  Something  must  be 
wrong,  Madam!  It  does  not  sound  rational. 
The  suspicion  has  therefore  forced  itself  upon 
me  that  this  whole  tale  is,  you  understand, 
pure  fiction,  or  a  forgery,  a  subsequent  inter- 
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polation.     What  do  you  say:     Am  I  right?" 

This  was  our  heroine's  opportunity.  She 
was  the  sole  surviving  authority  on  that  inter- 
esting point,  and  she  could  offer  the  decisive 
word  in  the  discussion.  But,  as  we  know 
(so  the  Bible  tells  us),  on  account  of  a  previ- 
ous difference  of  opinion  with  her  master, 
she  had  taken  no  part  in  the  scene  on  the 
heights  of  Pisgah.  Though  a  Jew-hater,  and 
a  thoro\igh  one,  she  was  nevertheless  unwill- 
ing to  lie  directly,  so  she  remained  silent. 
There  was  an  embarrassing  pause.  But  the 
scholar  continued,  with  great  eagerness: 

"You  do  not  contradict  my  assertion.  Very 
well !  I  go  even  further !  My  hypothesis  may 
seem  bold,  but  I  am  in  a  position  to  substan- 
tiate it  by  proof.  I  assert  that  Balaam 
was  not  the  real  name  of  your  master.  Balaam, 
'the  devourer  of  the  people!'  Can  you  con- 
ceive of  a  name  like  that  for  your  master? 
Here  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  wilful  distortion 
of  the  letters.  The  name  may  have  been 
Bu4e-om,  derived  from  the  Greek,  hou-lo-mai, 
or  better,  hou-lee-mai,  which  means  about  the 
same  as  'counsellor.'  Now,  doesn't  that  make 
the  whole  matter  much  clearer?" 

The  scholar  was  apparently  well  satisfied 
with  himself,  and  seemed  to  expect  the  uncon- 
ditional agreement  of  our  heroine.  But  in 
the  midst  of  so  much  learning,  she  felt  very 
uncomfortable  and  fearsome.  She  felt  that 
the  scholar  by  means  of  the  immense  amount 
of  his  learning,  might  be  able  to  argue  her 
back  into  the  reahn  of  fable  or  legend  and 
with  a  hundred  proofs  conclude  that  she  her- 
self never  had  an  existence.  But,  fortunately, 
at  that  moment  a  visitor  was  announced,  and 
our  heroine  hastily,  and  greatly  relieved, 
seized  the  opportunity  to  escape  from  the 
study. 

Depressed  in  spirits  by  reason  of  her  first 
attempt,  our  heroine  was  passing  through  the 
noisy  streets  when  her  eye  fell  upon  a  sign, 
in  large  letters,  which  read:  "Editorial 
Rooms  of  the  anti-Semitic   Tageblatt." 

"Ah,"  she  thought.  "Here  I  will  find  my 
fortune."  With  a  sudden  determination,  she 
passed  into  the  editorial  rooms.  Her  en- 
trance was  unnoticed,  for  the  noisy  clatter  of 
a  pair  of  shears  hurriedly  cutting  newspaper 
dippings,  made  it  impossible  for  any  one  to 
note  her  entrance.    Our  heroine  was  obliged 


to   hem   and   haw   several   times   before  her 
presence  was  observed. 

"Well?"  asked  a  portly  man,  with  a  red 
nose,  gruffly. 

"I  am  the  ass  of  the  great  Balaam,  and 
should  like  to  offer  my  services,"  she  said, 
humbly. 

"Ah,  ha!"  said  the  stout  man,  "I  believe  I 
have  heard  your  name  before!  Your  offer  is 
accepted.  You  can  go  to  your  post  at  once. 
Let  me  see.  I  may  get  you  to  write  a  series 
of  artkrles,  say,  on  the  spirit  of  deceit  as 
evidenced  in  the  ancient  Hebrews.  But  as  a 
start,  ril  put  you  on  as  special  correspondent 
to  cover  ritual  murders.  Are  you  familiar 
with  Jewish  cryptography?  Do  you  know 
Eisenmenger,  Roehling?  What!  What!  What! 
No !  That's  a  horse  of  another  color !  It  will 
be  a  difficult  matter!  I'll  have  to  ask  you  to 
step  next  door  for  further  information. 
Haven't  time  just  now — very  busy — new  Jew- 
ish  scandal — too  busy!" 

With  that  Red-Nose  turned  his  back  on  our 
heroine,  who  stood  there,  abashed,  not  know- 
ing what  to  make  of  the  whole  proceeding. 
She  had  failed  again!  What  did  he  mean  by 
those  strange  names  she  had  never  before 
heard?  Our  poor  heroine  became  melancholy. 
She  turned  on  her  heel,  and  crept  out  of  the 
editorial  rooms  of  the  Tageblatt. 

In  the  midst  of  her  sad  reflection  she  came 
to  a  restaurant.  Through  the  open  doors  she 
saw  a  vast  room,  and  heard  a  tumult  of 
voices.  The  atmosphere  of  smoke,  beer  and 
wine  that  hung  over  the  room  made  it  impos- 
sible, at  the  first  glance,  to  distinguish  any- 
thing. Finally  she  saw  a  man  on  a  raised 
dias,  hantmering  with  his  fist  on  a  table  and 
making  the  beer  glasses  dance.  A  few  de- 
tached words  came  from  him:  "the  peril  of 
immigration;"  "protection  of  home  indus- 
tries;" "self-help;"  "conflict."  The  last  word 
seemed  exceptionally  pleasing  to  her  audience. 
Thunderous  applause  followed  it.  Then  the 
shout:  "Three  cheers  for  our  valiant  repre- 
sentative of  the  people!"  Representative  of 
the  people! — that  reminded  her  of  the  calling 
of  her  old  master.  And  what  he  had  said 
from  the  raised  dias,  were  not  those  senti- 
ments akin  to  the  legacy  of  opinions  she  had 
mherited  from  the  renowned  Balaam? 
She  pMsh^4  b^r  way  into  th«  room,  past 
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the  single  rows  of  tables  and  approached  the 
dias.  But  at  that  moment  powerful  hands 
were  laid  upon  her,  and  then  came  cries 

"Out!  Out  with  the  Jew!  Away  with  the 
impudent  intruder!" 

She  endeavored  to  resist;  she  attempted  to 
speak,  but  in  vain!  She  was  flung  into  the 
street  and  consciousness  deserted  her. 

As  she  slowly  regained  her  senses,  she 
felt  that  somebody  was  trying  to  raise  her.  It 
was  a  man  with  a  long  gray  beard,  poorly 
dressed.  She  opened  her  eyes.  Unless  she 
was  mistaken,  he  was  a  Jew.  Our  heroine  let 
her  head  droop,  ashamed,  and  hastily  at- 
tempted to  get  away,  struggling  hard  to  escape 
the  good  man's  kind  ofiFers  of  help. 

It  is  not  known  whether  she  made  another 
attempt  to  secure  a  suitable  position.  But  the 
probability  is  that  she  retired  to  the  solitude 
of  Petor,  for  it  is  said  that  of  late  an  ass 
has  been  seen  wandering  about,  with  her  head 
hanging  in  melancholy  sadness,  gray  with  age, 
and  with  a  sad  look  on  her  ancient  counte- 
nance. 


A  Cradle  Song 


From  a  Folk  Thomo  By  Bortbold  Foiwel 


The  Ruins  of  Babel 


In  Asiatic  Turkey,  in  the  land  which  was 
once  Babylonia,  at  a  place  called  Birs  Nim- 
roud,  which  is  about  six  miles  from  the  town 
of  Hillah,  there  stands  a  curious  mound.  On 
top  of  this  mound  a  number  of  great  stones 
lie  scattered,  and  in. the  midst  are  the  ruins 
of  a  strange  building.  These  are  said  to  be 
the  Tower  of  Babel. 

The  ruined  Tower  itself,  is  oblong  in  form, 
measuring  762  yards  round  the  base,  and  on 
the  west  side  of  it  rises  to  a  height  of  about 
200  feet.  On  the  eastern  side  it  is  only  about 
sixty  feet  high.  Great  rents  and  fissures  from 
top  to  bottom  of  the  brickwork  make  the 
Tower  seem  as  if  it  would  come  to  pieces  in 
a  violent  storm,  but  the  brkkwork  is  still 
wonderfully  strong.  The  bricks,  which  have 
inscriptions  on  them,  are  made  of  fire-baked 
clay,  and  are  so  strongly  cemented  together 
that  even  now,  nearly  4,000  y^ars  after  the 
structure  ^as  erected,  it  is  impossible  to  ex- 
tract a  whole  brick. 


This  poem  is  included  in  the  elegant 
edition  of  "Junge  Harfen,"  edited  by*  Herr 
Feiwel  and  published  by  the  Juedischer 
Verlag.  't  is  taken  from  a  Jewish  folk-song, 
and  probably  many  will  recognize  it  in  its 
German  form.  Its  simplicity  and  sincerity 
make  it  worthy  of  a  place  in  any  anthology 
of  Jewish  poetry. 

Schlaf,  mein  suesses,  kleines  Soehnlein, 

Schlaf,  ei-Iu-lju, 
Schlaf,  mein  Trost,  mein  feines  Kroenlein, 

Schlaf,  ei-lu-lju. 

Sitzt  dein  Muetterchen  an  der  Wiege, 
Singt  dem  Kind  ein  Lied  und  weint. 

S,':aeter,  spater  wirst  du  wissen. 

Was  das  kleine  Liedchen  meint. 

Weit,  ach  weit  ist   Kindchens  Vate;, 

Schlaf,  ei-lu-lju. 
In   Amerika  ist  dein   Vatcr, 

Schlaf,  ei-lu-lju 

Ei,  da  drueben,  weisst  du,  Liebling, 

Ist  das  Leben  wundersuess. 
Ueberm  Meere,  weisst  du,  Liebling, 

Ist  es  wie  im  Paradies. 

Jeden  Tag  gibts  Weissbrot,  Schaetzchen, 

Schlaf,  ei-lu-lju, 
Und   fuers    Kindchen   Zuckerplaetzchen, 

Schlaf,  ei-lu-lju. 

Vater  ruehrt  fuer  uns  die  Haende, 
Schickt,  will's  Gott,  ein   Briefchen   her. 
Zwanzig  Dollar!     Und  wir  fahren 
Gleich,  mein  Kleinod,  uebers  Meer. 

Ei,  wie  wird  dich  Vater  kuessen, 
Tanzt  mit  dir  im   Kreis  voll   Freud, 

Doch  dein  Muetterchen,  mein  Liebling, 
Weint  und  weint  vor  Seligkeit. 

Bis  das  Briefchen  kommt  sei  Stille, 

Schlaf,  ei-lu-lju, 
Schlafen  ist  die  beste  Pille, 

Schlaf,  ei-lu-lju. 
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The  Bible   as  English  Literature 

A  Review  of  Prof.  J.  H.  Gardin^s  ** The  Bible  as  Literature" 


STUDENTS  of  English  literature,  and 
especially  of  English  prose,  have 
long  been  in  need  of  a  detailed, 
technical  consideration  of  the  Bible  as 
literature,  that  should  be  equally  removed 
from  the  difficult  erudition  of  Driver  and 
the  facile  ingenuity  of  Moulton.  There  has 
been  even  greater  need  of  an  original  in- 
vestigation into  a  certain  remarkable 
phenomenon  connected  with  the  Bible  as 
literature:  What  are  the  causes,  primary 
and  secondary,  of  the  astounding  influence 
and  value  of  the  Bible  when  translated  into 
languages  utterly  foreign  to  the  Hebrew 
and,  in  part  the  Greek,  in  which  the  Testa- 
ments were  written?  What,  in  especialty, 
are  the  sources  of  the  extraordinary  power 
of  the  King  James  version  in  English?  It 
is  evident  at  once  that  there  could  be  no 
true  consideration  of  the  Bible  as  pure 
literature  that  should  not  cast  light  on  the 
second  problem.  This  is  probably  the  rea- 
son why  Prof.  Gardiner,  in  the  book  be- 
fore us,  has  included  in  a  single  work  his 
able  discussion  of  these  two  points.  Were 
it  not  for  this  connection  Gardiner's  book 
would  be  somewhat  disjointed,  but  the  con- 
stant cross-references  are  sufficient  to  pre- 
serve a  real,  though  not  always  apparent, 
unity  in  the  "Bible  as  English  Literature." 
Seven  chapters  of  the  book  deal  with  the 
Bible  as  literature;  two  consider  the  trans- 
lation of  the  Bible  and  particularly  the 
King  James  Version. 
I. 
In  his  introductory  chapter  Gardiner  con- 
tends for  the  essential  unity  of  spirit  and 
outlook  of  the  English  Bible.  He  goes  on 
to  trace  the  gradual  evolution  of  the  con- 
ception of  Jehovah  among  the  Hebrews,  and 
dwells  especially  on  that  remarkable  mo- 
ment when  Amos  and  Hosea  first  rose  to 
the  idea  that  their's  was  a  God  of  punish- 
ment as  well  as  of  protection.  In  the 
second    and    succeeding   chapters    Gardiner 


proceeds  to  a  discussion  of  the  various 
literary  forms  of  the  Bible.  Under  "The 
Narrative"  he  points  out  the  extraordinary 
simplicity  and  concreteness  of  the  biblical 
stories,  together  with  their  earnestness  and 
rich  depth  of  feeling;  and  he  analyzes  three 
various  types.  In  the  course  of  his  analy- 
sis of  the  biblical  art  of  narrative,  Gardiner 
turns  aside  for  a  time  to  a  consideration  of 
:ertain  traits  of  Hebrew  as  a  language  that 
^vcrc  especially  potent  in  affecting  the  char- 
acter of  these  narrations.  He  remarks, 
with  Renan,  that  "the  old  Hebrew  lan- 
guage never  reached  the  point  at  which  it 
was  able  to  construct  sustained  periods  or 
closely  linked  chains  of  thought" — the  only 
conjunction  in  Hebrew  is  "vav."  Such  a 
factor,  however  it  may  lead  to  poverty  in 
ex;  osition  or  argument,  is  highly  conduc- 
ive to  simplicity  and  naivete  in  narration — 
if  these  be  the  qualities  desired.  This  sim- 
plicity is  further  heightened  by  the  few  in- 
flections and  tenses,  and  by  'the  lack  of 
moods  in  the  languages.  When  we  come  to 
the  New  Testament,  and  especially  after  the 
first  three  Gospels,  we  note  immediately  a 
change  in  this  respect  due  to  the  greater 
complexity  and  subtlety  of  the  Greek.  Yet 
even  here  there  is  no  such  thing  as  modern 
reasoning;  Gardiner  compares  in  general  the 
biblical  treatment  of  David  and  Saul,  and 
its  modern  adaptation  by  Browning,  and 
very  well  says  that  the  authors  of  the  book 
of  Samuel  "could  not  have  conceived  the 
subtleties  and  arabesques  of  this  poem;  and 
if  they  had  been  able  to  do  so,  their  lan- 
guage would  have  prx)vided  no  means  of 
ext  reusing  them."  Yet  our  modern  narra- 
tives, tinged  everywhere  with  deep  hues 
of  complex  personality  and  complacent  art, 
lack  the  permament  and  universal  appeal 
of  the  impersonal  and  unsophisticated 
bih'ical    stories. 

In     the     following    chapter,    on     poetry, 
Gardiner  lays  stress  on  the  fact  that  much 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE.  MACCABAEA'N. 


147 


Hebrew     poetry     has    been   lost,   and   that 
much   of    what   remains   is   liturgical,   or  at 
least  religious,  in  character.     In  considering 
the    formal    side    of   this    poetry,    Gardiner 
makes  a  useful  point  in  showing  how  little 
cfEect  even  such  artifical  forms  as  the  alpha- 
bet acrostic  had  in  limiting  the  thought  of 
the  writer.      He   very  well   compares   parts 
of  "Lamentations"  in  this  respect  with  the 
great  sonnet  of  Milton  on  "The  Late  Mas- 
sacre in    Piedmont,"   where  the  scheme  of 
the  complex  rhyme  is  absolutely  ineffectual 
in  preventing  the  free  flow  of  the  passion- 
ale  and  prophetic  strain. 

After  his  consideration  of  Hebrew  pros- 
ody, Gardiner  proceeds  to  an  intimate  dis- 
cussion of  the  language  as  it  affected  the 
poetry.  For  closely  related  to  the  fact  that 
the  Hebrew  language  had  little  apparatus 
for  expressing  complicated  thought  is  the 
other  fact  that  its  vocabulary  had  no  words 
except  for  the  concrete  objects  of  the 
outside  world.  The  ancient  Jew  spoke  in 
figures  and  thought  in  tropes;  his  words 
leaped  and  glowed  with  fiery  images.  At 
the  height  of  the  development  of  the  lan- 
g:uage,  -all  abstractions  are  still  vividly  real- 
ized in  concrete  terms.  Gardiner  draws  an 
interesting  analogue  between  this  character- 
istic of  the  Hebrew  language  and  the  James- 
Lange  theory  of  the  emotions — the  theory 
that  emotion  is  inseparable  from  a  mass  or 
complex  of  bodily  sensations.  "A  purely 
disembodied  human  emotion  is  a  nonentity," 
says  James.  The  Hebrew  language  illus- 
trates this  theory  in  that  it  "expressed  emo- 
tion always  by  naming  the  sensations  of 
which  the  emotion  consists."  The  Bible 
is  full  of  illustrations  of  this  fact,  and  it  is 
indeed  largely  to  its  concreteness  that  the 
remarkable  power  of  Hebrew  poetry  is  to 
^c  attributed.  For,  as  Gardiner  remarks, 
"the  great  body  of  our  sensations  and  feel- 
ings does  not  change  from  generation  to 
generation.  .  .  the  great  mass  of  our  con- 
sciousness is  the  same  as  it  has  been  for 
ages  and,  so  far  as  we  can  see,  it  will  be 
for  ages  to  come.  Thus,  a  literature  which 
is  able  to  express  itself  through  these  un- 
alterable sensations  has  a  permanence  of 
power  impossible  to  any  literature  which  is 


phrased  largely  in  abstractions  and  in  infer- 
ences from  these  sensations."  Gardiner 
posits  one  additional  fact  in  the  expression 
of  emotion:  its  close  connection  with 
music.  Here  again  the  Old  Testament  has 
.  been  fortunate  in  its  English  translation. 
The  version  was  made  at  a  time  when  men 
spoke  and  wrote  literature  spontaneously; 
"when  writing  was  musical."  Moreover,  the 
translators  were  under  the  strong  influence 
of  the  Vulgate  version,  with  its  sonorous 
and  rhythmic  strains — a  point  developed  at 
greater  length  later  in  the  book.  Hence, 
altogether,  the  Bible,  especially  in  English,  is 
very  potent  in  its  effects  in  the  emotions. 

In  this  chapter  Gardiner  considers  also 
special  poems  and  series  of  poems.  The 
"Song  of  Songs"  he  regards  as  a  cluster  of 
marriage  poems,  where  the  bride  and  groom 
are  crowned  king  and  queen — such  is  still 
the  custom  in  Syria  to-day.  "Job"  illustrates 
for  him  the  characteristic  limitation  of 
Hebrew  poetry — the  lack  of  representative 
or  purely  objective  imagination.  The  Bible 
contains  no  dramas  in  the  strict  sense  of  the 
word.  All  the  poetry  of  that  book  is, 
roughly  speaking,  lyrical.  Yet  this  limita- 
tion has  its  compensation.  There  is,  says 
Gardiner,  no  "play-acting"  in  the  Bible. 
Everything  is  too  much  in  dead  earnest. 

Chapter  four  deals  with  the  wisdom 
books,  with  especial  reference  to  the  habit 
of  mind  they  reveal.  These  books  are  full 
of  sayings  familiar  to  us  in  every-day  life, 
and  yet  the  fact  that  impresses  itself  upon 
us  as  we  con  the  pithy  maxims  of  the  sages 
is  the  remarkable  absence  of  reasoning  in 
the  modern  sense  of  the  word.  What  in- 
sight these  wise  men  by  the  gate  arrived 
at  was  by  means  of  the  emotions;  here 
again  we  touch  rock-bottom  in  the  life  of 
humanity,  penetrating  far  below  the  super- 
ficies of  the  intellect.  There  is  no  logical 
sequence  in  "Proverbs";  Gardiner  sees  none 
in  "Koheleth;"  and  he  points  out  the  lack 
of  proportion  and  shifting  of  "sides  in 
"Job."  All  this  was  a  matter  of  indifference 
to  the  ancient  Jew.  Again,  the  form  of  these 
works  is  poetic — not  our  modern  medium  for 
science  and  philosophy.  Gardiner  dwells 
on  this  essential  difference  between  Hebrew 


Digitized  by 


Google 


148 


THE  MACCABASAN. 


thought  and  modern  thought  as  influenced 
by  the  Greek.  Nowhere  in  Hebrew  litera- 
ture do  we  find  men,  like  Socrates  or  New- 
ton, patiently  comparing  and  generalizing 
till  the  heights  of  abstract  thought  are 
reached.  The  Bible  lacks  all  ideas  about 
the  universe  and  about  all  secondary  causes. 
Gardiner  well  comments: 

"For  the  Hebrew  thought,  all  things, 
great  and  small,  rested  immediately  on  the 
providence  of  God.  Our  modern  thought 
has  built  up  between*  the  power  of  the  Al- 
mighty and  the  phenomena  so  splendidly 
described  in  the  later  chapters  of  'Job'  a 
structure  of  general  laws  and  theories,  such 
as  the  nebular  hypothesis  and  the  law  of 
adaptation  to  environment,  by  whkh,  as 
we  say,  we  explain  the  phenomena.  The 
Hebrew  sage  felt  no  need  of  such  explai.a- 
tion,  for  he  had  no  faculty  of  reasoning  by 
which  he  could  construct  such  secondary 
causes.  We  rest  our  universe  on  this  struc- 
ture of  natural  laws,  just  as  the  Indian  cos- 
mogony made  the  world  rest  on  an  ele- 
phant, which  stood  on  a  turtle:  and  just  as 
this  turtle  was  left  standing  on  space,  so 
in  the  end  do  our  systems  and  natural  laws 
leave  the  universe  unexplained.  The  sim- 
pler thought  of  the  Hebrew  accepted  the 
inscrutability  of  life  in  the  first  instance: 
for  them  the  universe  lay  directly  in  the 
hand  of  the  omnipresent  God  who  had 
created  it." 

This  goes  to  the  root  of  the  matter,  and 
the  truth  that  lay  behind  such  a  conception 
of  the  universe  manifests  itself  in  the  hold 
Hebrew  literature  has  maintained  on  men. 

The  "Epistles  of  the  New  Testament" 
forms  the  subject  of  the  succeeding  chap- 
ter. Gardiner  points  out  that  the  first  three 
Gospels  are  strikingly  similar  to  the  Old 
Testament  in  mode  of  thought  and  general 
atmosphere.  But  in  the  fourth  Gospel  and 
in  the  Epistles  we  come  at  a  step  to  the 
logic  and  analysis  of  the  Greek.  There  is 
a  rich  apparatus  of  transition  phrases  to 
take  the  place  of  the  unique  Hebrew  con- 
junction; there  is  thought  consciously  de- 
veloped into  a  final  generalization;  there 
is  the  view  point  of  science  and  philosophy; 
there    is,    in    a    word,    modern    complexity. 


Here  also  we  come  on  a  strong  tinge  of 
mysticism  and  symbolism  that  colors  the 
use  of  words  beyond  their  obvious  mean- 
ing. The  philosophical  tendency  is  present 
in  Paul  and  particularly  in  John.  Yet 
Gardiner  carefully  emphasizes  the  gap  be- 
tween even  these  and  our  modern  logicians 
— Paul,  especially,  burned  with  intense 
emotionalism. 

In  the  following  chapter  Gardiner  reverts 
to  the  Old  Testament  with  a  consideration 
of  "The  Prophecy."  He  draws  a  strong 
contrast  between  the  prophets  and  their 
modern  equivalent,  the  statesman.  For  the 
prophets  were,  in  reality,  "poets  whose 
woMs  had  practical  influence  on  the  life  of 
their  ome,  whose  utterances  swayed  public 
opinion,  and  guided  the  action  of  kings." 
To-day  we  distrust  our  public  men,  if  aught 
but  "dry  facts"  appear  in  their  communica- 
tions and  when  poets  enter  public  life,  it  is 
usually  at  the  expense  of  their  poetry — wit- 
ness Bryant  and  Lowell.  Gardiner  traces 
the  development  of  the  genre,  that  reaches 
its  height  with  Isaiah  and  Amos,  to  break 
up  into  the  legalistic  school  of  Ezekiel  and 
the  rather  emotional  rhapsody  of  the  second 
Isaiah.  After  this  historical  survey,  Gardi- 
ner passes  to  the  New  Testament  repre- 
sentative of  prophecy,  namely  the  "Apo- 
aalyse." 

He  emphasizes  the  fact  that  "the  out- 
ward form  of  the  apocalypses  is  some- 
times fantastic,  almost  trivial,"  and,  indeed, 
it  may  at  once  be  predicated  of  people  who, 
to  adapt  Lincoln's  saying,  don't  like  this 
sort  of  thing,  that  this  is  just  the  sort  of 
thing  they  won't  like.  Yet  Gardiner  con- 
siders the  apocalyptic  vision  of  the  New 
Testament  "the  vehicle  of  the  most  elevated 
thought  yet  attained  by  the  Jewish  race." 
He  finds  the  germ  of  the  apocalypse  in  such 
visions  as  those  of  Joel  and  the  second 
Isaiah,  and  more  particularly  in  the  book 
of  "Daniel,"  the  type  of  which  is  also  repre- 
sented in  the  Apocrypha  by  "II  Esdras." 
Gardiner  defines  the  apocalypse  as  "a  kind 
of  writing  in  which  the  events  of  the  im- 
mediate past  and  the  present  are  set  forth 
in  elaborate  imagery  as  the  visions  of  a 
seer  of  a  time  long  past."    Thus,  as  is  wcH 
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known,  "Daniel  is  the  word  of  hope  that 
went  forth  in  the  time  of  the  Maccabees  to 
foretell  the  ruin  of  Syria.  All  the  apocalyp- 
tic literature  is  transfused  with  emotion. 
Such  cold  facts  as  we  may  deduce  from 
tbem  are  the  least  important  of  their  con- 
tents. It  is  the  fleeting  glimpse  of  unseen 
realities,  the  touching  to  music  of  subtle 
chords  of  feeling,  the  stirring  of  the  imagi- 
nation, that  we  get  in  these  books.  Tech- 
nically, these  effects,  as  Gardiner  points  out, 
are  due  not  to  the  denotation,  but  to  the 
connotation  of  the  words  used;  suggestive- 
ness  and  music  are  the  media;  the  overtones 
of  meaning,  Gardiner  calls  them. 
II. 
Having  completed  his  survey  of  the  vari- 
ous literary  types  of  the  Bible,  Gardiner 
proceeds  to  the  second  of  his  two  topics: 
what  is  the  source  of  t^le  Bible's  power  in 
Elnglish.  One  chapter  is  devoted  to  a  con- 
sideration of  the  various  important  trans- 
lations of  the  Bible;,  a  second  deals  entire- 
ly with  the  King  James  version.  In  the 
former  he  traces  first  the  growth  of  the 
accepted  canon;  then  the  Septuagint  ver- 
sion, with  its  important  influence  on  the 
New  Testament.  To  the  Vulgate  Latin 
version  of  Jerome  much  space  is  devoted; 
this  had  a  tremendous  inflence  on  all  later 
translations,  and  its  wonderful  musical  and 
literary  qualities  find  sonorous  echoes  in 
many  passages  of  the  James  version.  Wy- 
clifs  (1582-1388)  was  the  first  English 
version,  but  fragmentary,  and  without  wide 
importance  owing  to  the  lack  of  reproducing 
facilities.  It  speedily  became  archaic,  and 
in  William  Tindale  we  come  to  the  most 
potent  factor  for  all  time  in  the  translation 
of  the  Bible  into  English  (i525-i535)-  The 
manly  soul  of  Tindale  cast  its  pure  light 
over  every  word  that  he  wrought.  "The 
apostle  of  England,"  Foxe  called  him,  and 
truly  he  vies  in  fervor  and  devotion  with 
the  best  of  the  followers  of  Jesus.  Whole- 
heartedly he  gave  up  all  to  one  single 
task;  in  his  own  words  to  a  degraded  priest 
of  the  time:  "If  God  spare  my  life,  ere 
many  years  I  will  cause  a  boy  that  driveth 
the  plough  shall  know  more  of  the  Scrip- 
ture than   thou  dost."    In  exile  and  want, 


amid  vituperation  and  persecution,  he  ac- 
complished his  task  and  died  a  martyr  at 
the  stake.  Not  one  moment  did  his 
thoughts  waver  from  his  work,  and  even  in 
the  cold  and  dank  dungeon  in  which  he  was 
confined  he  petitioned  the  governor  for  his 
Hebrew  books.  Can  we  wonder  that  the 
loving  earnestness  of  the  man  was  deeply 
impressed  on  every  word  he  wrote,  and  that 
the  Bible  as  we  have  it  in  English  to-day 
was  largely  his  work?  In  the  words  of 
Gardiner: 

"Tindale  fixed  the  style  of  the  English 
Bible.  The  subdued  richness,  the  strong 
beat  of  the  rhythm,  and  all  the  other 
subtler  qualities  which  clothe  the  style  with 
its  simple  and  unconscious  earnestness,  we 
owe  to  him,  the  first  translator.  His 
scholarship,  his  genius  for  language,  fused 
by  the  heat  of  his  devotion  and  his  deep 
piety,  and  guided  by  his  passionate  desire 
to  bring  the  gospel  into  the  hands  of  the 
common  people,  wrought  out  a  style  which 
was    worthy    of    the    message    it    was    to 

carry And    it    is   the   crowning   merit 

of  the  line  of  revisers  down  to  and  includ- 
ing King  James's  companies  that  they  were 
wise  enough  not  to  attempt  to  alter  the 
character  of  the  style." 

Following  Tindale,  Coverdale,  who  made 
the  first  complete  translation  of  the  Bible 
(i535)»  gave  to  the  style  delicate  rhythm 
and  grace.  Some  unimportant  versions 
were  succeeded  by  the  very  popular  Gene- 
van Bible  (1560),  done  by  a  party  of  Calvin- 
ist  exiles  with  admirable  accuracy  and 
scholarship.  The  Bishops  Bible  (1568), 
made  to  counteract  the  influence  of  the 
Genevan,  is  a  mere  rehash  of  preceding 
versions,  and  the  Rhemish  or  Catholic 
Bible  (1582),  is  remarkable  for  its  strange 
Latinisms;  it  has,  however,  contributed 
numerous  single  phrases  to  the  James  ver- 
sion (t6ii).  The  story  of  this  last  is  too  well- 
known  to  need  recapitulation.  It  is  the  per- 
fect version,  combining  the   merits   of  all. 

Yet  the  phenomenon  remains  strange. 
Why  is  every  other  translation  of  every 
other  work  inherently  bad,  and  that  of  the 
Bible  in  this  one  case  so  supremely  ex- 
cellent?    Even  at  first  glance  it  is  evident 
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that  the  cause  must  in  part  be  due  to  the 
nature  of  the  original,'  since  any  transla- 
tion, however  inadequate,  always  conveys 
some  hint  of  the  power  and  beauty  of  the 
Hebrew.  Gardiner's  treatment  of  the  use 
of  the  concrete  and  sensational  in  that  lan- 
guage already  in  part  treated  this  point; 
he  shows  further  how  perfectly  the  vivid 
language  of  the  Elizabethans  was  fitted  to 
reproduce  these  characteristics.  There  is 
in  all  the  writings  of  that  period  a  pictur- 
esqueness  and  figurativeness  to  which  we 
have  no  parallel  to-day.  Even  the  statute 
books  were  lively  and  virile.  Again,  in 
those  musical  and  rhythmical  qualities  that 
come  as  the  result  of  strong  feelings,  we 
are  inferior  to  men  like  Tindale,  who  died  at 
the  stake  for  translating  the  Bible,  or  men 
like  Rogers,  the  first  martyr  under  Mary, 
or  the  Genevan  exiles.  Religious  belief  is 
no  longer  a  matter  of  life  and  death;  the 
Bible  is  no  longer  the  chief  object  in  men's 
thoughts;  and  our  translations  of  the  great 
book  are  correspondingly  languid  and 
feeble  in  every  quality  of  lofty  style.  The 
men  of  the  Reformation,  like  the  ancient 
Hebrews  themselves,  were  too  earnest  to 
'*play-act;"  but  religion  to-day  is  more  or 
less  a  matter  of  fads  and  fashions;  the 
rather  unmomentous  question  whether  we 
shall  be  Seventh-Day  Adventists  or  Bab- 
ists  is  decided  for  the  ladies,  and  hence  for 
us,  by  the  latest  "course"  given  at  the 
"Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Browning"  by  the  popular  lecturer,  Mrs. 
Cramitinaweek.  Sometimes  that  charming 
female  even  condescends  to  give  us  her 
views  on  the  Higher  Criticism,  and  then  of 
course  everybody  studies  her  edition  of 
"Leviticus  in  Sonnets."  But  Tindale  died 
at  the  stake,  and  the  flames  that  comsumed 
his  body  burn  still  in  the  King  James  ver- 
sion of  the  Bible.  But  let  no  one  suspect 
that  mere  scholarship  is  .lacking  in  that 
version.  Extraordinary  research  and  care- 
ful judgment  are  everywhere  present,  as 
befits  such  a  task.  Fine  appreciation  is 
shown  in  rendering  the  difficulties  of  He- 
brew syntax,  and  the  translation,  though 
exact  as  possible,  conveys  the  spirit  of  the 
original  with  beautiful  vigor  and  freedotn. 


The  parallelistic  structure  of  the  Hebrew 
gave  to  the  translation  a  rich  rhythm,  that 
nevertheless  was  free  from  the  bonds  of  a 
rigid  prosodic  system  and  aided  the  natural 
swing  into  which  men's  expression  of  their 
emotions  tend  to  fall.  For  let  us  not  for- 
get— what  Gardiner  has  taken  care  to  em- 
phasize— that  the  Bible  appeals  not  to  the 
intellect  but  to  the  emotions,  and  that  what- 
ever aids  in  this  appeal  is  aiding  the  pur- 
pose of  the  Bible.  Nor  is  this  a  lower 
kind  of  appeal.  Disraeli's  wise  saying  is 
to  the  point:  "Man  is  •only  truly  great 
when  he  acts  from  the  passions,  never  ir- 
resistible but  when  he  appeals  to  the  imagi- 
nation." Ours  is  a  scientific  age,  and 
scorns  the  appeal  to  anything  but  "rea- 
son;" but  that  is  a 'temporary  fad  and  will 
soon  pass,  by  the  aid  of  this  very  science, 
that  will  help  us  realize  the  true  function  of 
the  emotions  and  the  imagination.  The 
Bible — in  the  James  version  especially — 
like  no  other  book  can  stir  the  imagination 
to  the  acknowledgment  of  the  reality  of 
certain  forces  beyond  our  ken  but  potent 
in  our  lives.  This  is  a  strange  phenomenon 
in  the  case  of  a  literary  work  so  foreign 
as  the  Bible  must  in  the  end  be  to  western 
civilization.  Compare,  as  Gardiner  does, 
Milton  and  the  Bible,  Browning  and  the 
Bible,  and  note  the  contrast.  At  the  best, 
there  is  artificiality  on  the  one  hand,  un- 
affected and  profound  faith  on  the  other. 
Says  Gardiner: 

"Much  reading  in  the  Bible  will  soon 
bring  one  to  an  understanding  of  the  mood 
in  which  all  art  seems  a  juggling  with 
trifles,  and  an  attempt  to  catch  the  unes- 
sential when  the  everlasting  verities  are 
slipping  by.  The  silent,  unhurrying  rumina- 
tion of  the  East  makes  our  flood  of 
literature  seem  garrulous  and  chattering; 
even  the  great  literature  of  the  Greeks 
loses    beside    the    compression    and    mas- 

siveness      of     the      Old      Testament It 

has  no  pride  of  art,  no  interest  in  the  sub- 
jective impressions  of  the  writer,  no  -care 
even  for  the  preservation  of  his  i;ame.  .  .  . 
In  our  modern  literature  it  is  hardly  pos- 
sible to  find  an  author  who  has  not  some 
touch   of  the  restless  egotism  that  is  the 
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curse  of  the  artistic  temperament;  in  the 
Bible  there  is  no  author  who  was  not  free 
from  it." 

For  ages  this  Bible  has  been  burned 
into  the  hearts  of  the  English  speaking 
races;  no  other  book  in  the  history  of  the 
world  has  wrought  so  potently  on  a  people. 
The  constant  reiteration  by  reading  and 
hearing  cannot  but  have  had  its  effect,  and 
indeed  in  some  respects  the  English  bear 
the  closest  resemblance  to  the  ancient  He- 
brews of  any  nation.  Nor  has  the  re- 
sult been  evil,  for  these  writings  go 
down  to  "common  roots  of  all  human 
nature,  and  are  grounded  in  feelings  and 
ideas  which  are  the  common  heritage  of 
all  men,  and  which  are  therefore  perennial 
and  universal." 

UL 
Our  extended  analysis  and  comments  will 
have  revealed  thoroughly  the  great  merits 
of  the  work  before  us.  We  have  omitted 
as  many  interesting  points  as  we  have 
touched  on,  and  a  hasty  survey  can  neces- 
sarily give  only  an  inadequate  idea  of  the 
topics  treated.  We  have  noted  one  impor- 
tant omission  in  fact:  In  his  discussion  of 
the  English  translation,  Gardiner  makes  no 
mention  of  Caxton's  English  version  in 
1470  of  De  Voragine's  "Golden  Legend,"  a 
collection  of  saint  legends  in  which  were 
interpolated  by  the  shrewd  English  printer — 
who  well  knew  the  penalties  of  a  bona  fide 
Bible  translation — practically  all  the  stories 
of  the  Old  and  New  Testament;  from  this 
translation  Englishmen  for  many  years 
gained  their  only  knowledge  of  the  Scrip- 
tures. This  version  in  many  passages  has  a 
much  more  vigorous  note  than  other  later 
versions.  It  was  the  only  accessible  trans- 
lation before  Tindale. 

Finally  two  topics  seem  to  us  inadequate- 
ly treated  by  Gardiner.  The  prophets  in 
Gardiner,  as  in  practically  in  every  other 
work,  have  not  been  properly  considered 
from  the  point  of  view  of  scientific 
psychology.  Work  in  fhis  direction  is  im- 
portant as  throwing  light  on  the  nature  of 
poetry  in  general.  For  nowhere  do  we 
find  poets  so  utterly  poets  in  the  technical 
sense  as   among   the  prophets.     They  arc 


the  most  remarkable  products  in  the 
history  of  literature  of  the  inspired  trance, 
the  terminology  of  which  originates  in 
Greece.  These  men  were  vehicles  of  an 
automatic  messages,  such  as  indeed  poets 
in  general  are  supposed  to  convey,  but 
which  in  reality  is  to  a  great  extent  under 
the  poet's  control.  The  thoughts  and  words 
and  music  may  shape  themselves  in  a  way 
that  he  himself  cannot  comprehend,  but  ex- 
cept perhaps  in  the  case  of  men  like  Shel- 
ley the  inspiration  is  a  flame  carefully 
tended  by  the  hand  of  self-conscious  art. 
How  different  the  prophets!  We  imagine 
them  truly  like  the  poet  in  Shakespeare,  with 
eyes  "in  a  fine  frenzy  rolling.*'  Prophecy 
indeed  was  more  a  trade  than  an  art — cer- 
tain rules  with  regard  to  the  use  of  music 
and  the. like  were  certainly  followed,  but 
with  an  utilitarian  aim  and  with  absolute 
ignorance  of  and  indifference  to  any  such 
creed  as  "art  for  art's  sake."  Here  again 
Hebrew  literature  is  too  earnest  to  tolerate 
play-acting. 

Secondly  we  would  note  that  Gardiner  has 
given  too  little  s:^ace  to  the  influence  of  the 
Hebrew  upon  the  literature  and  the  trans- 
lations. This  seems  indeed  carping  critic- 
ism when  we  consider  how  far  beyond  all 
previous  writers  Gardiner  has  gone;  but 
much  remains.  The  great  fault  with  secular 
Christian  writers  is  their  failure  to  take  any 
account  of  the  post-biblical  development  of 
the  Jewish  racial  genius  as  a  consistent 
organism.  This  may  be  seen  in  many 
directions.  Thus,  no  attempt  has  been  made 
to  correlate  with  ancient  non-dramatic  traits 
of  the  Jews  the  later  birth  among  them  of 
many  notable  actors  and  the  growth  of  a 
well-defined  Jewish  drama  that  can  be 
traced  back  to  the  eighth  century  and  Con- 
stantinople, nor  is  any  note  made  of  the 
numerous  folk-lore  customs  and  popular 
observances  that  show  a  dramatic  tendency. 
This  indifference  is  prominent  also  in  the 
not  few  discussions  of  the  language.  Even 
a  consideration  of  the  so-called  Yiddish 
would  not  be  omitted  from  any  true  account 
of  the  linguistic  genius  of  the  Jews.  The 
jargon  offers  indeed  a  remarkable  parallel  to 
the  development  of  English  from  a  more 
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highly    inflected    language,    and,    Hke    the  dudes  only  the  limited  elements  appearing 

ancient    Hebrew,   is   tending  constantly   to  in  the  Bible. 

the    maximum    of    simplicity.      But    most  Here  must  end  our  discussion  of  Gardiner, 

writers  care   nothing  for  any  thing  "after  'In    this   age   of   popular   superficiality   and 

the  birth  of  Christ."    The  cause  of  this  is  over-weighted  erudition,  it  is  refreshing  to 

apparent.     It  is  convenient  to  assume  that  find    a    scholarly    work    that    is    readable, 

all    that    was   good    in    the   Jews   suddenly  There  are  in  Gardiner  no  disguises  of  un- 

ceased   with  Jesus  and   passed  into   Chris-  wieldly  circumlocutions  to  conceal  paucity 

tianity;   all    that    was    bad    presumably   re-  of      thought,      no      cumbersome      philosophy 

mains  and  has  deservedly  borne  the  brunt  modelled    on    the    Teutonic    aestheticians. 

of  persecution  as  it  appears  in  the  modern  -  Clarity  and  insight,  sympathy  and   knowl- 

Jew.     But  true  insight  must  decide  differ-  edge,   these  are   present   in  as   excellent  a 

ently,   and    no   right   consideration   of    He-  work  as  has  yet  been  issued  in  this  field, 

brew   literature    can   be   complete    that   in-  Max  J.  Herzberg. 


A  Passover  Hymn  from  the  Haggada 


(El  Bench.) 
O!  speed'ly  build  Thy  temple  shrine, 

Thy  holy  House  restore. 
And  send  again  Thy  light  divine 

As  in  the  days  of  yore. 
O  Thou!  whose  special  care  we  are 

Where'er  our  lot  be  cast. 
Become  again  our  guiding  star 

As  in  the  distant  past. 

O!  build  again  a  firmer  throne 

For  Judah's  royal  race. 
And  give  his  sceptre  rule  alone 

And  pour  on  him  Thy  grace. 
His  sons  ingather  to  their  fold 

Far  scattered  and  away, 
And  in  his  realm  let  Justice  hold 

Her   firm   triumphant   sway! 

But  more  than  Temple  shrine,  or  dome. 

Within  our  hearts  build  sure 
For  Thee,  O  Lord,  a  dwelling  home 

Predestined  to  endure. 
And  vouchsafe,   Lord,  the  world  o'er, 

A  brighter  day  to  shine, 
And  in  one  bond,  for  evermore. 

All  humankind  entwine! 

'  Joseph  Friedlander  in  the  Jewish  tlope. 
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The  Marrano  Dodge 

.  A  statement  from  the  "Emigration  Regu- 
lation Department/'  of  the  ITO  to  the  effect 
that  it  should  be  **clearly  understood  that 
this  committee  shall  not  stimulate  or  en- 
courage emigration"  reads  like  an  IKA 
formula.  If  the  department  is  to  regulate 
emigration,  it  will  have  to  direct  and  man- 
age it;  and  if  it  is  going  to  be  of  any  ser- 
vice to  the  emigrant  aside  from  teaching 
him  elementary  geography,  it  will  have  to 
assist  and  encourage  him  to  go  either  to 
Canada,  Argentine  or  the  United  States. 
Why  then  this  subterfuge,,  this  deceptive 
resolution  which  deceives  no  one?  Mr. 
Zangwill  resents  Zionist  attacks  upon  the 
ITO.  The  best  attack  upon  the  ITO*S 
present  policy  is  Mr.  Zangwill's  own  ad- 
dress on  the  IKA,  which  the  Federation  re- 
printed in  America. 


Secret  Revealed 

At  last  what  the  world  has  been  waiting 
to  know  a  London  correspondent  of  a  New 
York  religious  weekly  has  made  known. 
The  ''Letters  of  a  Layman,"  appearing  in 
the  London  "Jewish  World" — it  is  now  no 
secret — were  actually  written  by  Mr.  Laurie 
Magnus. 


Drnring  ''Shylock"  Out  oi  the  Schoob 

'The  Merchant  of  Venice"  is  having  a  hard 
time  6{  it  this  month.  Gahreston  and  Cleve- 
land have  decided  to  eliminate  the  reading  of 
Shakespeare's  play  from  their  public  schools. 
It  is  claimed  that  children  are  prejudiced 
against  Jews  when  they  read  of  ShyFock's 
cruel  .demand  for  his  pound  of  flesh.  Our 
position  as  citizens  of  the  United  States  is 
endangered  by  this  sort  of  prejudice,  and  the' 


democracy  of  the  schools  is  weakened.  One 
Jewish  religious  journal  declares,  with  Heine's 
auditor:  "But  the  Jew  is  right!"  True,  re- 
ply the  advocates  of  the  banishment  of  Shy- 
lock,  but  children  will  not  understand.  It 
seems  that  we  are  so  certain  of  our  position 
in  this  country,  and  of  the  absence  of  anti- 
Semitism,  that  the  slightest  indication  of 
prejudice  must  be  scotched,  even  if  we  have  to 
fill  the  secular  press  with  tirades  against  "The 
Merchant  of  Venice." 


American  CongreM  Does  Not  Protest 

At  a  late  hour  the  American  Congress  was 
called  upon  to  protest  against  Russian  tyranny. 
Behind  the  names  of  the  petitioners  were  evi- 
dent those  influences  who  prefer  to  make  it 
appear  as  if  the  Jews  had  nothing  to  do  with 
it;  those  bland  influences  that  set  the  scene, 
suggest  the  theme,  and  have  prominent  na- 
tional figures  come  on  the  stage  to  give  their 
"spontaneous"  tributes  to  the  Jewish  people. 
The  petition  informed  Congress  of  a  number 
of  facts  known  to  every  civilized  country,  but 
in  spite  of  the-  list  of  names  headed  by  a 
non-Jew  and  sprinkled  judiciously  with  Jew- 
ish names,  in  the  hurry  of  adjournment  Con- 
gress took  no  action. 


A  Confession  Signed,  Delivered  and  Accepted 
as  True 

It  was  not  necessary  for  the  Rev.  Eli  Mayer, 
of  Paterson,  N.  J.,  to  issue  a  public  statement 
in  confirmation  of  the  localized  fact  that  he 
is  "an  ignoraiit  man."  Why  should  he  reveal 
his  nakedness  to  the  world?  We  assure  him, 
however,  that  his  confession  is  amply  re-af- 
firmed by  the  letter  he  writes,  and  we  may 
add  that  he  is  entitled  to  distinction  also  for 
his  colossal  impudence. 
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Astonishing,  But  Not  True 

'Special  Despatch. — Mr.  D'Avigdor  Gold- 
smith, of  the  Jewish  Colonization  Association 
spent  a  Sabbath  this  month  in  New  York 
while  on  his  way  to  Montreal.  The  Baron  de 
Hirsch  Trustees,  with  commendable  zeal,  or- 
ganized a  large  mass-meeting  on  the  East 
Side,  and  Mr.  Goldsmith  told  a  large  audience 
of  Russian  Jews  how  the  IK  A  spends  its 
funds  and  of  the  splendid  plans  it  has  for 
work  in  Canada  and  Texas." 

Denial. — The  above  report  was  denied  by 
the  Baron  de  Hirsch  Trustees.  They  admitted 
that  ^Ir.  Goldsmith  was  in  New  York  one 
Sabbath,  but  to  their  knowledge,  he  did  not 
speak  to  Russian  Jews. 


Diplomatic  Judaism 

The  leaders  of  New  York  Jewry  were 
very  careful  not  to  be  involved  in  any  public 
act  of  interest  in  the  propaganda  of  Gershuni, 
Lieber  or  Maxime,  but  when  Alaydin  and 
Tschaikowsky  (socialist-revolutionists)  ad- 
dressed a  non-Jewish  audience  at  Carnegie 
Hall,  Judge  Samuel  Greenbaum,  Mr.  Jacob 
H.  SchiflF  and  other  leaders  were  seated  qp 
the  platform.  In  the  company  of  Mark  Twain, 
William  Dean  Howell s,  Dr.  Lyman  Abbott 
and  the  Friends  of  Russian  Freedom,  no  one, 
presumably,  would  take  the  trouble  to  pick 
out  a  Jew  here  and  there. 


An  Uncompromising  Foe  I 

The  Bund  and  the  Bintel-Brief  still  hold 
the  fort  in  the  N.  Y.  Vorwarts.  That 
is  the  affirmative  side  of  the  Vorwarts' 
policy;  opposition  to  all  forms  of  Jewish 
nationalism — Zionism,  Territorialism,  Poale 
Zionism,  Sociaiist-Territorialism,  is  the 
negative  side.  With  Karl  Marx  held  fast 
\o  its  bosom  and  the  red  flag  of  cynicism 
having,  the  Vorwarts  hopes  to  destroy 
its  opponent,  Die  IVahrhcit. 


The  Slogan  of  Federation 

In  New  York  they  go  about  matters  dif- 
ferently. A  federation  of  Jewish  charities  is 
desirable,  practical,  and  necessary.    But  a  num- 


ber of  Jewish  institutions,  narrow-minded  and 
petty,  object  to  having  their  personal  honors 
taken  away  from  them.  Then  the  Federation 
of  Contributors  is  formed  to  coerce  the  re- 
calcitrant institutions  into  conformity.  A  nuni- 
'ber  of  the  munificent  givers  mass  their  dona- 
tions and  threaten  the  institutions  with  their 
disfavor  if  they  refuse  to  federate.  This  is 
the  application  of  the  boycott  to  charity.  At 
a  meeting  of  the  directors,  held  this  month, 
the  leaders  for  the  first  time  discussed  their 
affairs  in  the  open.  The  result  was  several 
eloquent  and  adriot  speeches,  sharp  talk,  and 
a  defiance  of  the  so-called  "Charity  Trust." 
Mr.  Louis  Marshall  used  the  term  and  he  is 
an  authority  on  "trust"  law. 


A  Russia  Patriot 

Counsellor  Gruzenberg,  who  is  not  a 
Zionist,  but  who  accepted  the  Zionist  pro- 
gram in  Russia  in  order  to  stand  for  the 
Duma,  has  now  repudiated  Jewish  national- 
ism and  is  heard  from  this  month  in  a 
speech  in  defense  of  Count  Tolst9y. 

Deficiencies  of  the  Community 

New  York  Jewry  is  so  earnestly  engaged  in 
puffing  its  own  good  works,  that  one  dares 
not  criticize  it  or  to  suggest  improvement 
without  running  the  risk  of  being  charged 
with  Chillul  HaS'Shem.  We  venture  to 
offer  a  list  of  activities  in  which  New  York 
Jewry  is  deficient,  compiled  by  Dr.  J.  L. 
Magnes  in  a  sermon  this  month: 

"Provision  for  the  Jewish  blind,  the  deaf 
and  dumb;  the  care  or  after-care  of  the  in- 
sane and  defectives  generally;  provisions ior 
the  recently  arrived  immigrants;  deserted 
wives;  the  care  of  Jewish  babies  and  ad- 
vanced cases  of  tuberculosis;  employment 
bureaus  for  immigrants;  day  nurseries;  a 
Jewish  diet  kitchen,  etc.  etc." 


Important  Jewish  News 

From  a  Jewish  religious  journal:  "The 
Pope  to-day  (March  6)  received  in  private  au- 
dience Eugene  Meyer,  Jr.,  and  his  sister  of 
New  York." 
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THE  ZIONIST  HERESY 

What  is  wrong  with  the  Hebrew  Union 
College?  Rumors  of  sensational  denuncia- 
tions, public  statements,  confused  newspaper 
accounts,  official  denials  and  wholesale  resig- 
nations have  been  shocking,  inspiring,  amus- 
ing, interesting,  repelling  and  confounding 
all  those  who  try  to  follow  current  events  in 
the  Jewish  religious  world  for  some  time.  Of 
course,  in  such  yamim  ra*im  le-yisrael  it  is 
possible  that  there  may  be  mixed  in  a  strong 
personal  element,  a  machloketh  shello  leshem 
sliamaim,  a  quarrel  not  in  in  the  name  of 
Ticaven,  but  that  is  none  of  our  business  here. 
AVhat  is  strictly  our  affair,  is  that  part  of  the 
contest  which  is  more  than  personal,  which 
represents  a  real  conflict  of  movements: 
Schechter  vs.  Kohler;  Schloessinger  vs, 
Philipson;  Margolis  rj.  Enelow,  Rubinstein 
and  the  rest,  to  say  nothing  of  the  acts  and 
experiences  of  four  members  of  the  college 
faculty,  not  mentioned  here,  who  have  at  dif- 
ferent times  been  declared  "martyrs  to  the 
cause  of  Zionism." 

What  does  it  all  mean? 

To  us  it  clearly  indicates  a  coming  readjust- 
ment in  the  Reform  camp,  which  from  the 
nature  of  the  case  is  inevitable.  A  reform 
can  hold  its  own  as  long  as  it  is  not  dogmatic, 
but  once  it  is  crvstallized,  it  has  all  the  ob- 
jectionable phases  of  orthodoxy  with  none 
of  its  advantages.  While  American  Reform 
was  destructive,  it  was  untroubled  by  any 
doubts,  but  now  that,  as  is  generally  conceded, 
it  has  gone  too  far,  its  difficulties  appear.  In 
a  conversation  with  a  non-Zionistic  rabbi,  a 
son  of  one  of  the  leading  men  of  Reform  Ju- 
■daism,  we  were  able  to  agree  that  the  work 
before  the  present  generation  of  rabbis  is  far 
different  from  the  destructive  work  of  the 
last  generation,  and  it  is  far  more  difficult. 
It  is  precisely  because  the  older  generation 
of    Reform    cannot    be    reformed    without    a 


struggle.  And  it  is  because  we  Jews  have 
no  heresy  trials  that  our  self-ordained  popes 
and  bishops  must  content  themselves  with 
hurling  anathema  at  the  effects  of  a  man's 
religious  views,  rather  than  at  the  views  them- 
selves; at  Zionism,  rather  than  his  denial  of 
their  abstract  gods.  Thus  do  rabbis  exercise 
their  chcrem  instinct  even  after  the  cherem 
has  passed  away,  just  as  a  ram  butts  to  no 
avail  after  its  horns  are  broken  off. 

To  see  clearly  what  the  outcome  of  the 
struggle  will  be  does  not  require  the  power 
of  prophecy.  It  is  enough  to  tron^Jder  the 
causes  that  have  led  to  the  recent  reaction 
*  and  ask,  "Will  they  grow  in  their  imprtance 
or  will  they  be  cut  off?" 

These  causes  are  the  demands  of  progress, 
the  influx  of  Russo-Polish  Judaism  into 
America  and  the  development  of  Zionism. 

Dr.  Schloessinger  has  shown,  in  his  recent 
discussion  of  "Reform  Judaism  and  Zionism,*' 
that  the  same  progress  which  at  one  period 
left  the  rabbis  no  choice  and  rendered  the 
Reform  movement  necessary  for  many,  has 
brought  us  to  a  point  where  something  new  is 
again  required,  and  that  is,  according  to  his 
view,  Zionism.  Even  those  who  ha^e  not 
joined  the  Zionist  movement  are  apt  to  agree 
that  the  problems  of  Judaism  have  not  been 
settled  for  all  time,  and  many  feel  that  a  re- 
statement of  principles  is  necessary. 

A  more  remarkable  cause  for  the  reaction 
is  the  fact  that  Jewish  life  in  America  is  now 
fed  and  nourished  by  other  than  Reform 
sources.  Many  of  the  students  and  instruc- 
tors come  from  intensely  religious  surround- 
ings, else  they  would  not  have  studied  for  the 
ministry  at  all.  When  they  mature,  and  de- 
velop views  different  from  those  for  which 
the  college  stands,  its  heads  are  puzzled  and 
even  angered.  It  is  like  the  story  of  the  old 
hen  that  hatched  duck  eggs,  and  when  the 
little  ducklings  came  out  and  swam  away,  she 
gazed  out  after  them  in  helpless  astonishment. 
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Antecedents,  heredity,  early  environment, 
sometimes  count  more  in  a  man's  character 
than  the  mechanical  training  he  receives  in 
later  life.  And  for  Judaism  this  means  that 
the  determining  force,  in  the  long  run,  is 
apt  to  be  the  undercurrent  of  sentiment  and 
traditon  which  is  now  showing  itself,  rather 
than  the  boastful  formulas  that  have  seemed 
to  triumph   for  a  time. 

The  third  factor  to  which  I  referred  as 
making  in  roads  into  the  old  Reform,  is  the 
development  of  Zionism.  Whether  the  two 
movements  are  reconcilable  or  not,  or  whether 
they  need  to  be  reconciled  at  all  I  shall  not 
argue  here.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  Zionism 
links  itself  more  naturally  and  easily  to  tra- 
ditional Judaism  than  to  any  orthodoxical 
Reform,  or  crystallized  factional  creed.  And 
the  degree  to  which  both  teachers  and  stu- 
dents of  the  Reform  have  been  attracted  to 
Zionist  ideals  has  become  notable. 

The  early  Zionists  who  find  little  or  no  en- 
couragement at  the  hands  of  religious  teachers 
thought  it  advisable  to  separate  Jewish  state 
questions  from  religious  questions.  For  years 
this  separation  was  maintained  so  that  the  op- 
ponents of  the  movement  spoke  of  it  from 
a  political  point  of  view  as  "the  Zionist  peril." 
That  was  the  title  of  the  clearest  presentation 
of  the  case  against  Zionism  in  the  English 
language.  Its  author,  Mr.  Lucien  Wolf,  has 
since  become  a  territorialist,  a  "half-Zionist." 
Of  late  years,  however,  both  within  the  Zion- 
ist camp  and  without,  attempts  have  been 
made  to  remove  the  distinction  between  the 
religious  and  the  political  in  Zionism,*  and 
it  is  on  the  religious  side  that  the  controversy 
in  which  the  Hebrew  Union  College  finds  it- 
self involved  has  been  raging.  The  ''peril" 
question  has  been  settled,  and  now  it's  one 
of  "heresy."  It  is  fortunate  for  Zionism  and 
unfortunate  for  its  rabid  opponents  that  we 
are  living  in  the  twentieth  century  and  there- 
fore do  not  fear  inquisitions,  and  that  we  are 
Jews,  and  therefore  put  no  faith  in  heresy 
trials.  The  truth  has  a  better  chance  of  win- 
ning out.  N.   T.   I. 


♦Thus  Professor  Margolis  insists  on  basing 
the  Jewish  state  idea  on  the  traditional  re- 
ligious view  of  "one  God,  one  people" — mono- 
theism and  monoethnism. 


THE  CRYPTO  ZIONIST 

From  time  immemorial  the  wise  men  have 
gone  to  the  East.  Rabbi  Voorsanger  has 
gone  East  in  search  of  knowledge.  He  is 
even  going  on  a  mission  which  will  carry 
him  to  Palestine.  Halfway,  or  two-thirds 
over,  he  has  stopped  at  Paris  and  meetings 
Dr.  Xordau  has  discovered  from  him  some- 
thing new  in  Zionism.  In  his  own  words,^ 
**I  have  discovered  in  Xordau  what*  I  caa 
not  discover  in  many  American  Zionists,  a 
blending  of  political  and  philosophical 
Zionism.  *  We  are  inclined  to  draw  a  bead 
on  that  sentence  and  riddle  it  through  and 
through.  How  can  there,  for  instance,  be 
a  political  Zionism  that  is  without  its 
philosophy?  What  is  state-craft,  in  the 
main,  if  not  an  applied  philosophy?  And 
so  on,  and  so  on.  We  are,  however,  not 
over  anxious  to  rise  in  defence  of  Ameri- 
can Zionism  which  can  take  good  care  of 
itself,  but  frankly,  Nordau  has  not  helped 
Voorsanger  **to  rediscover  America."  If 
rediscovery  there  be,  it  is  of  the  California 
Rabbi's  own  volition  and  Nordau  was  only 
the  opportunity.  Not  <)nc  of  us  is  "the  mere 
advocate  of  escape  from  political  oppres- 
sion." All  of  us  hope  for  a  Jewish  state 
because  we  have  discovered  the  great  latent 
strength  of  our  own  people  and  believe  that 
strength  may  come  to  its  full  fruition  with- 
in the  old  geographical  limitations.  Rob 
us  of  that  and  we  arc  mere  "men  of  the 
earth*' — Terrilorialists. 

Just  what  Zion  spells  to  us  makes  the 
sum  of  our  philosophy.  Herzl  started  out, 
even  as  some  of  our  earliest  publicists  did 
with  an  "over  there"  state,  and  improved  on 
them  in  that  he  included  Zion  in  his  op- 
tional "over  there."  But  the  jTeople  who  re- 
sponded to  his  state  idea  immediately  wrote 
across  it  "Zion" — and  so  the  state  idea  and  fu- 
turity again  linked  itself  together  on  Zion. 
Many  of  Voorsanger's  Rabbinical  col- 
leagues read  Zion  out  of  the  Jewish  heart 
by  aid  of  a  formal  resolution,  but  the  ex- 
ecutive power  was  lacking,  so  that  Zion  is 
still  the  "sesame"  to  Jewish  idealism.  The 
fact  outweighs  a  ton  of  argument. 

J.  DE  H. 
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The  stand  which  Dr.  Magnes  has  taken 
against  the  Hebrew  Union  College,  of 
Avhich  he  is  a  graduate,  is  one  which  should 
mett  with  the  approval  not  only  of  Zionists, 
but  also  of  all  who  are  in  sympathy  with  re- 
form Judaism.  There  is  nothing  inherent 
in  the  reform  idea  which  is  opposed  to 
Zionist  ideals  unless  the  former  be  twist- 
^d  out  of  all  shape  and  made  to  represent 
only  a  temporary  phase  of  Jewish  life.  It 
is  surprising  that  reform  rabbis  have  not 
opposed,  before  this,  the  idea  that  reform 
Judaism  is  in  principle  antagonistic  to  Zion- 
ism. Tliere  is  no  "reform"  s>'nod  to  hamper 
the  freedom  of  the  reform  pulpit. 


The  elections  in  Russia  have  resulted  in 
the  election    of   three   Jews   and   five   Mar- 
rano-Jcws.      The    three   Jewish    deputies    ap-. 
pear  to   be  of  slight  value,  and  it  is   now 
rumored  that  the  Mar rano- Jews  will  espouse 
the  Jewish  cause  in  the  Duma.     It  is  a  sad 
reflection     on     Jewish     statemanship      that 
partisan    zeal    has   brought   about    a   condi- 
tion of  affairs  in  which  the  Jewish  interest 
"is   represented   by   fewer   men   than    in   the 
last  Duma.     With  more  experience  and  with 
a    better    understanding    of    the    situation, 
there  was  no  good  reason  for  the  lack  of 
-direction.      But    with    the    Bund    active    as 
socialists,    and    with    the    Jewish    National 
party  in  the  field  to  confuse  issues  and  the 
^Zionists    beset     on    all    sides    by    conflicting 
opinion,   it   is   a   wonder,   indeed,   that   any 
Jewish  candidates  were  elected.    It  remains 
to  be  seen  whether  the  Jews  in  the  attitude 
of   petitioners    will    receive    as    much    con- 
sideration as  they  would  have  received  with 
a  few  dozen  Jewish  deputies  in  Parliament. 


We'  wonder  how  long  the  American 
Israelite  will  keep  up  its  sneering  attitude 
toward  the  Zionist  movement.  It  is  diffi- 
cult to  understand  what  good  it  can  see  in 
the  adoption  of  such  a  narrow-minded 
course  of  action.  There  is  not  another 
Jewish  paper  in  this  country,  no  matter  how 
much  it  may  be  opposed  to  Zionism,  that 
would  consider  it  dignified  or  proper  to 
sneer  at  every  move  the  Zionists  may  make 
in  this  country.  On  the  contrary,  such  op- 
ponents as  Dr.  Hirsch  and  Dr.  J.  Leonard 
Levy  and  Dr.  Voorsanger  are  always 
eager  to  declare  that  Zionism  has  been  a 
valuable  factor  in  the  revival  of  interest 
in  Jewish  thuoght  and  ideals.  The  Ameri- 
can Israelite^  untrue  to  the  traditions  of 
liberality  and  fair  play  of  the  founder  of  the 
journal,  docs  not  hesitate  even  to  color  its 
foreign  news  in  order  to  give  its  readers 
the  impression  that  Zionism  is  losing 
ground. 


THE  JEWISH  FRATERNAL 
ORGANIZATIONS, 

For  some  time  the  American  Zionist  Organi- 
zation has  been  contemplating  a  move  in  the 
direction  of  securing  the  co-operation  of  the 
Jewish  fraternal  orders.  These  orders  were 
organized  to  help  the  Jewish  poor,  id  give 
financial  and  moral  aid  to  its  members  in  their 
time  of  need,  and  also  to  ameliorate,  if  pos- 
sible, the  condition  of  the  Jewish  people,  the 
source  of  their  membership.  With  such  ob- 
jects, it  is  clearly  their  duty  also  to  assist  Zion- 
ists in  the  solution  of  the  broader  questions 
of  Jewish  life.  They  will  not  be  asked  to  give 
up  their  own  work,  but  to  extend  it. 

The  Jewish  Voice  is  opposed  to  the  idea. 
"Let  the  Jewish  orders  alone,"  it  says,  with 
some  vehemence.  Zionism  will  hinder  "  the 
general  scheme"  of  the  orders,  and  the  Voice 
calls  upon  "every  fair-minded  worker  in  these 
circles  to  repel  these  attempts."  This  Voice 
is  an  echo  of  the  fast-waning  provincialism 
in  American  Jewish  thought.  **Do  not  dis- 
turb us;  let  us  keep  to  our  old  narrow  paths," 
says  this  provincialism;  *iet  us  stick  to  our 
limited,  petty  work,  for  any  large  endeavor 
will  kill  us."  But  there  have  been  indications 
that  the   kadcrs  of  the   fraternal  orders   see 
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the  new  light.  The-  president  of  the  B'nai 
B'rith,  in  spite  of  his  short-comings,  is  groping 
at  some  scheme  which  will  permit  the  B'nai 
B'rith  to  get  rid  of  its  swaddling  clothes.  The 
BVith  Abraham  has  also  shown  a  willingness 
to  work  hand  in  hand  with  Zionists. 

That  day  be  blessed  when  all  Jews,  in  what- 
ever form  of  organization  their  Jewish  afflia- 
tion  may  show,  recognize  their  moral  and 
financial  obligation  to  the  Jewish  national 
movement.  Zionism  is  bound  to  strengthen 
every  Jewish  organization  that  gives  an  open- 
ing to  its  ideas.  It  is  bound  to  make  its  mem- 
bership more  earnest,  more  devoted,  and  to 
give  them  a  better  idea  of  the  work  to  be 
done  by  every  Jew.  If  the  Jewish  press 
opposes  Zionism,  it  need  not  complain  of  the 
lack  of  support  of  the  Jewish  community,  for 
its  best  inttrest  is  bound  up  with  the  progress 
of  our  movement. 


REFORM  COXJ'ERTS. 

The  confession  of  Prof.  Margolis  has 
doubtless  been  read  with  some  interest  by 
our  readers.  It  is,  in  effect,  a  frank  state- 
ment of  past  error  and  of  the  causes  that 
have  led  him  to  declare  himself.  He  de- 
serves credit  for  his  courage. 

With  the  premises  and  the  expression  of 
his  altered  opinion,  there  need  be  no  quar- 
rel. The  germs  of  Zionist  thought,  he  de- 
clares, have  been  evident  in  his  scholarly 
articles;  and  a  more  detailed  and  finished 
formulation  of  his  articles  of  faith  is  prom- 
ised. What  is  now  obscure  will  probably 
be  more  clearly  stated,  and  we  may  expect 
added  fervor  and  less  insistence  on  the  re- 
ligious dilemma  when  the  stammer  of  the 
convert  becomes  the  fluent  expression  of 
the  enthusiast. 

But  what  a  flutter  in  the  dove-cotes  of 
reform  Judaism  his  conversion  has  caused  I 
Leaders  of  that  phase  of  Jewish  religious 
thought  who  boast  of  the  mission  theory, 
have  become  so  disagreeably  sensitive  on 
Zionism  that  the  deflection  of  one  of  their 
number  produces  a  sort  of  "brain-storm," 
which  does  not  lend  itself  to  scientific  in- 
vestigation. The  Zionistic  infection  of  the 
Hebrew  Union  College  seems  to  be  spread- 
ing, and  now  one  can  count  on  the  fingers 


of  one  hand  the  old  guard  of  "Washing- 
tonian  Zionists*'  who  speak  for  the  old  mis« 
sion  idea. 

Is  it  not  absurd  to  think  that  a  dozen 
men,  aided  by  a  defunct  journal  which  stilt 
speaks  through  its  worthy  father's-  old  hat» 
should  attempt  to  fix  the  first  principles  pf 
liberal  Jewish  thought  in  religion  on  the 
basis  of  obsolet^^  notions?  Is  it  not  queer 
that  a  dozen  men  will  speak  in  the  name 
of  reform  Judaism,  when  such  rabbis  as 
Dr.  Bernard  Felsenthal,  .a  pioneer  in  re- 
form. Dr.  Max  Heller,  Dr.  A.  M.  Radin,. 
Dr.  Stephen  S.  Wise,  Dr.  J.  L.  Magnes,. 
Rabbi  Max  Raisin,  Rabbi  J.  Friedlander^ 
Dr.  Max  Scholoesinger,  Prof.  Max  Margo- 
lis, and  a  score  of  other  reformers  are  work- 
cis  in  the  Zionist  movement?  Is  it  not  a  bit 
of  impudence  for  this  dozen  men  to  speak 
as  if  they  and  they  alone  represented  the 
views  of  a  movement  which,  if  it  has  any 
merit,  first  spoke  of  liberalism  and  progress 
in  Jewish  life,  and  shunned  dogmatism  as  the 
bane  of  Jewish  progress? 


IMMIGRATION   INTO    PALESTINE. 

Those  wise-acres  who  predict  the  future 
of  Palestine  with  the  statistical  rule  in  hand^ 
and  who  therefore  do  not  see  an  astonish- 
ingly large  migration  to  the  Holy  Land,, 
need  not  worry  about  the  reply  Zionists 
may  make  to  the  figures.  It  is  not  to  be 
expected,  nor  would  it  be  entirely  bene- 
ficial, if  large  numbers  of  Jewish  immigrants 
just  now  made  their  way  into  Palestine. 
What  we  have  to  guard  against  is  a  rush  in 
that  direction.  The  invasion  of  Palestine 
would  mean  the  complete  disarrangement 
of  all  plans,  and  it  would  introduce  anarchy 
instead  of  order  in  the  development  of  the 
country. 

The  time  since  the  last  Congress  has  been 
devoted,  so  far  as  the  organization  is  con- 
cerned, with  plans  and  suggestions  as  to  the 
direction  improvement  should  take.  The 
Palestine  Commission  has  been  explicit  in 
its  warnings.  It  does  not  desire  a  promis- 
cuous, pogrom-inspired  immigration.  It 
does  not  want  to  have-  Palestine  the  im- 
mediate haven  of  refuge  for  all  those  for- 
lorn  members   of   our   race   who   have   been 
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disturbed  in  the  **goluth."  It  is  not  build- 
ing for  to-day,  but  for  the  future.  It  is 
true,  immediate  advantage  is  lost  to  the 
Zionist  movement,  but  the  advance  of  the 
Jewish  people  must  be  orderly,  systematic 
and  carefully  planned. 

We  believe  that,  as  the  time  advances  for 
the  general  settlement  of  the  land,  the  Pal- 
estine Commission  will  have  to  be  given 
greater  powers,  and  its  ultimate  position 
will  be  that  of  a  buffer  against  the  onrush 
of  settlers.  The  return  of  the  Jews  will  be, 
when  successful,  one  of  the  most  stupend- 
ous facts  in  history,  and  it  need  no^  be  ex- 
pected that  the  Jewish  people,  scattered 
over  the  face  of  the  globe,  will  always  act 
for  the  best,  actuated,  as  they  will  be,  by 
their  individual  needs.  The  movement  is  the 
guide  of  renationalization.  It  will  have  to 
become  the  executive  of  the  return,  when 
the  day  comes   for  action. 

For  the  reasons  above  stated,  Zionists  do 
not  look  upon  the  reports  of  an  exodus  out 
of  Jaffa  and  Jerusalem  as  evils  in  them- 
selves, or  as  evidence  of  any  merit.  It  is 
but  the  sifting  of  the  elements  of  the  popu- 
lation; it  is  the  natural  ferment  attendant 
on  a  movement  which  has  not  as  yet  suffi- 
ciently cleared  the  way.  Our  opponents 
may  quote,  with  glee,  the  reports  that  come 
from  hostile  sources  as  to  the  dissatisfaction 
of  the  young  people  in  Jerusalem  or  in 
Jaffa.  In  the  light  of  the  larger  things 
that  are  being  planned,  they  are  insignifi- 
cant. The  emigrants  leave,  but  the  home- 
builders,  the  patriots,  the  conscious  national- 
ists  remain. 

But  with  the  incoming  of  self-supporting 
Zionists,  who  have  made  a  study  of  con- 
ditions, who  know  the  difficulties,  and  who 
are  alert  to  the  risks  and  the  dangers  in- 
volved; wMth  the  devotion  of  those  leaders 
who  have  determined  to  take  their  future 
into  their  own  hands  and  settle  in  Palestine, 
we  have  good  reason  to  congratulate  our- 
selves on  what  has  been  done  so  far  in  the 
way  of  colonization  in  Palestine,  and  the 
reader  who  will  study  Prof.  Warburg's  re- 
port, which  we  give  in  this  issue,  will  have 
good  reason  to  congratulate  the  move- 
ment on  having  such  an  able,  clear-sighted, 
devoted  leader  in  this  work  as  is  the  chair- 
man of  the  Palestine  Commission. 


firatlf  af  Br.  Brmbitz 

We  regret  to  announce  the  death  of  our 
venerable  and  valued  co-worker  in  Zionism, 
Dr.  Lewis  Naphthali  Dembitz,  of  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  who  passed  away  on  Monday, 
March  ii,  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy- 
four. 

Though  old  in  years.  Dr.  Dembitz  found 
renewed  vigor  in  devotion  to  Zionist  ideals, 
and  no  man  was  so  ardent,  so  expectant,  so 
hopeful  in  his  thoughts  of  the  Jewish  fu- 
ture. Zionists  will  remember  how^  joyously 
he  entered  into  the  work  of  the  Tanners- 
ville     convention,    and     with     what     genial 


Lewis  N.  Dembitz. 

good-fellowship  he  conversed  with  the 
young  men  in  the  movement.  He  was 
learned  with  that  particularism  which  often 
degenerates  into  pedantry,  but  his  fund  of 
anecdote,  his  good-humored  recognition  of 
the  limits  of  scholarship  in  the  face  of  a 
great  race  movement,  lessened  in  a  great 
degree  this  predeliction  of  scholarship.  His 
knowledge  of  jurisprudence,  both  Jewish 
and  non-Jewish,  was  immense,  and  he  had 
also  a  fund  of  quaint  Jewish  knowledge,  of 
which  it  was  delightful  to  hear  him  tell. 
His  memory  retained  a  great  amount  of  the 
minute    and    apparently    trivial    in    Jewish 
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customs,  for  all  phases  of  Jewish  life  were 
interesting  to  him. 

Dr.  Dembitz  was  born  in  the  province  of 
Posen  in  1833,  and  was  the  son  of  Dr.  Sieg- 
mund  Z.  Dembitz,  and  Francesca  Wehle. 
He  was  educated  in  the  gymnasia  of 
Frankfort.  Sagan  and  Glogau,  and  read  law 
at  Prague  and,  also,  when  he  came  to 
America,  with  a  number  of  eminent  jurists 
in  Cincinnati  and  in  Madison,  Ind.  In  1884, 
he  was  assistant  city  attorney  for  Louis- 
ville, and  was  named,  that  same  year,  as 
one  of  the  commissioners  to  draw  up  the 
Tax  Law  for  Louisville.  He  drafted  the 
first  American  law  establishing  the  Aus- 
tralian ballot  in  1888.  He  was  the  author 
of  various  works  on  American  jurispru- 
dence, and  wrote,  for  the  Jewish  Publica- 
tion Society,  a  work  on  ''Jewish  Services  in 
Synagogue  and  Home**  (1897).  The  arti- 
cles on  Talmudic  Jurisprudence  in  the  Jew- 
ish Encyclopedia,  for  the  most  part,  were 
written  by  Dr.  Dembitz.  He  contributed 
largely  to  various  periodicals,  and  was 
known  as  a  contributor  to  the  N.  Y.  "Even- 
ing Post."  A  few  weeks  before  his  death 
he  had  sent  to  the  Federation  of  American 
Zionists  an  appeal  to  well-to-do  American 
Jews  on  behalf  of  Palestinian  objects.  In 
1904,  the  Jewish  Seminary  of  America  con- 
fered  on  him  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Hebrew 
Literature. 


Professor  Margolis  Offers 
Resignation 


LouisTille  Purim  EntertaimiieBt 

The  Herzl  Children  celebrated  Purim  with 
an  entertainment,  followed  by  a  ball  for  the 
children  at  the  Y.  M.  H.  A.  An  interesting 
program,  including  the  sketch.  ''Restored  to 
Life,"  and  vocal  and  instrumental  music  was 
presented. 


A  Tenth  AmuTersary 

The  'Friends  of  Zion,"  of  New  York,  an- 
nounces its  tenth  anniversary,  which  occurs 
on  Sunday,  April  14.  The  society  will  cele- 
brate the  event  with  a  banquet  and  ball  at 
Arlington  Hall,  St.  Mark's  Place.  The 
^jubilee"  committee  includes  Adolph  Stein- 
man,  chairman;  Harry  D.  Goodman,  treas- 
urer; and  Charles  Geduld,  secretary. 


The  American  Israelite,  March  15,  is 
authority  for  this  statement; 

'*Dr.  Max  L.  Margolis,  professor  of 
exegesis  at  the  Hebrew  Union  College,  has 
placed  his  resignation  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Board  of  Governors.  Dr.  Margolis  came  to 
the  college  at  the  beginning  of  1905-1906 
scholastic  year,  from  the  University  of  Cali- 
fornia, resigning  a  very  desirable  position 
there  to  accept  the  call  to  Cincinnati.  He 
is  one  of  the  best  known  Jewish  scholars 
in  the  country,  of  the  very  highest  ability 
and  acquirements. 

"The  tender  of  the  resignation  resulted 
from  friction  between  Prof.  Margolis  and 
President  Kohler  over  the  question  of  Zion- 
ism. 

**President  Kohler,  Dr.  Margolis  and 
President  Bettmann,  of  the  Board  of  Gover- 
nors of  the  college,  are  very  reticent  and 
absolutely  refuse  to  discuss  the  matter  until 
it  shall  have  come  before  the  board 
officially,  which  will  be  at  the  next  meet- 
ing, two  weeks  hence. 

"F'ollowing  so  closely  upon  the  resigna- 
tion of  Prof.  Henry  3Ialter,  which  was  ac- 
cepted a  few  weeks  ago.  Prof.  Margolis* 
action  is  naturally  attracting  general  atten- 
tion, especially  as  it  is  believed  that  another 
of  the  professors  at  the  college  is  contem- 
plating taking  a  similar  step  in  the  near 
future. 


Dr.  Mafnet't  Criticum  of  Reform 

At  Temple  Emanu-El  on  Sunday  morn- 
ing, March  17,  Dr.  Magnes  alluded  to  the 
policy  of  the  Hebrew  Union  College  in  his 
sermon  on  **Isaac  M.  Wise.** 

Dr.  Magnes  said  that  the  principle  under- 
lying the  Reformed  Jewish  movement,  of 
which  Isaac  M.  Wise  was  the  chief  expon- 
ent, was  the  principle  of  development,  of 
evolution. 

"Isaac  M.  Wise  came  to  this  country  from 
a  European  centre  of  Jewish  energy,"  he 
he  said.  **He  believed  that  America  Judaism 
could   be   developed   along   positive  Jewish 
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lines,  that  even  after  those  centres  of  Jewish 
life  called  ghettos  were  destroyed,  the 
young  Jew  and  Jewess  would  be  abl6  to 
create  positive  Jewish  religious  values. 

"He  had  not  ©nly  faith  in  the  American 
Jew,  but  also  did  his  share  toward  realizing 
his  dream.  He  was  the  one  man  of  the  re- 
formed Jewish  movement  who  created 
something  enduring. 

"But  his  great  hope  in  the  future  has  not 
and  could  not  be  justified.  With  the  grad- 
ual accession  from  centres  of  Jewish  en- 
ergy, Jews  were  less  than  ever  justifying 
their  separate  existence.  They  were  no  bet- 
ter and  no  worse  morally  than  their  sur- 
roundings, and  they  were  even  contributing 
less  than  their  neighbors  to  the  develop- 
ment of  religious  thought.  They  were  con- 
sequently under  present  conditions  not  a 
priest-people,  a  community  of  teachers  to 
th/  nation,  either  in  actual  living  or  in  re- 
ligious theory." 

Dr.  Magnes  declared  that  the  principle  of 
reform,  that  is,  of  development,  enunciated 
most  strongly  by  Isaac  M.  Wise,  is  a  sound 
principle.  On  that  basis  it  is  necessary  to 
make  another  step  ia  advance.  This  step 
Dr.  Magnes  believed  to  lie  in  Jewish  na- 
,j^  tionalism,  or  Zionism,  or  the  creation  of  a 
national  centre  of  Jewish  energy  in  Pales- 
tine, whereby  Jewish  ideals  might  be  fur- 
thered in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

The  speaker  said  that  the  Hebrew  Union 
College  was  the  favorite  child  of  Isaac  M. 
Wise.  But  at  the  present  time,  the  speaker 
was  very  sorry  to  say.  the  Hebrew  Union 
College  was  signing  the  death  warrant  of 
reformed  Judaism.  It  is  a  curious  phenom- 
enon that  the  reformed  Jewish  movement, 
whose  very  reason  for  existence  was  the 
maintenance  of  the  principle  of  development 
I  y  in  Judaism,  should  now  become  ossified  and 
^  dogmatic  and  reactionary. 

The  speaker  held  that  any  institution  of 
Teaming  has  the  right  to  choose  its  teach- 
ers.    But  he  said  that  the  very  principle  of 
development  and  liberalism  upon  which  the 
college  was   founded  by  Isaac  M.  Wise  is 
now  being  endangered.    Free  and  scientific 
research   into  Jewish  history  and  literature 
was  now  to  be  stifled,  and  all  subjects  were 
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to  be  taught  not  as  to  the  truth  in  them, 
but  from  a  preconceived  dogmatic  point  of 
view.  The  college  had  never,  as  a  matter 
of  fact,  adopted  any  dogmatic  statement  as 
to  its  principles,  and  the  men  who  were 
brought  there  to  teach  had  never  been  in- 
terrogated as  to  their  dogmatic  fitness.  Yet 
the  college,  in  the  opinion  of  the  speaker, 
had  now  the  right  to  declare  itself  openly 
as  favoring  one  set  of  dogmas  or  the  other 
In  this  event,  however,  the  Jewish  world 
ought  to  know  that  the  movement  had  de- 
clared all  development  to  have  ceased  with 
it.  that  the  Hebrew  Union  College  is  not 
to  be  a  scientific  school  of  Jewish  learning. 

Dr.  Magnes  thought  all  of  this  an  evi- 
dence of  the  ossification  of  the  reformed 
movement,  which  was  now  without  any 
such  broadminded  leader  as  was  Isaac  M. 
Wise.  Instead  of  men  of  real  liberalism  of 
spirit,  there  was  being  developed  an  eccles- 
iastical hierarchy.  It  was  an  ironical  but 
apparently  natural,  development,  to  find  a 
progressive,  forward  movement  becoming 
reactionary  and  retrogressive  after  the  men 
who  were  its  creators  had  for  the  most  part 
passed  away. 

Dr.  Magnes  said  that  the  failure  of  the 
reformed  movement  to  impress  itself  in  a 
most  positive  way  upon  Judaism  was  not 
due  to  persons,  but  rather  to  historical 
forces  beyond  the  control  of  any  man. 


New  Palettnie  Project 

The  Palestine  Commission  is  occupying 
itself  with  the  formation  of  a  Palestine 
Agicultural  Company  under  limited  liabili- 
ties to  further  plantations,  horiculture,  agri- 
culture, cattle  breeding  and  husbandry  in 
Palestine.  The  locale  of  the  company  is  to 
be  in  the  German  capital,  and  the  practical 
management  in  Palestine.  The  present 
capital  is  to  be  ^25,000  in  shares  of  £50,  of 
which  ten  per  cent,  is  to  be  had  on  applica- 
tion. It  is  proposed  to  take  a  long  lease  of 
a  large  farm  as  a  going  concern,  in  the 
neighborhood  of  which  the  company  will 
acquire  ground  for  its  own  cultivation.  Ex- 
perts, who  are  conversant  with  Palestinian 
conditions,  will  participate  in  the  financial 
obligations. 
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Letter  from  Jaffa 


(From  Our  Correspondent.) 


Under  date  of  February  25,  our  correspon- 
dent writes:  "Heer  Jacobus  Kann,  of  the 
Hague,  vice-president  of  the  Jewish  Colonial 
Trust,  accompanied  by  his  secretary,  arrived 
at  Jaffa  the  day  after  Mr.  Wolff sohn's  de- 
parture. Herr  Kann  is  here  to  make  a  care- 
ful study  of  industrial  conditions.  A  great 
deal  of  his  time  is  spent  at  the  office  of  the 
Bank,  where  he  has  met,  by  appointment,  busi- 
ness men  of  various  kinds.  He  will  remain 
in  Palestine  about  three  months." 

*'Mr.  Wolffsohn  left  Palestine  last  week  en 
route  for  Constantinople.  During  his  stay  at 
Jaffa  he  was  the  guest  of  Mr.  Levontin.  At 
the  reception  held  in  his  honor  he  remarked 
that  he  hoped  the  time  would  come  when  Jew- 
ish visitors  in  Palestine  will  not  be  the  objects 
of  admiration  as  they  are  now.  Mr.  Wolff- 
sohn received  an  ovation  in  the  colony  of  Re- 
choboth,  and  in  the  other  colonies,  with  the 
exception  of  Rishon  le  Zion,  which  received 
him  coolly,  probably  because  there  are  quite 
a  number  of  territorialists  there.  On  the  15th 
of  Shebat,  when  trees  begin  to  bloom  in  Pal- 
estine, Mr.  Wolffsohn  planted  the  first  tree 
of  the  Herzl  Qljve  Grove  in  Hedarah." 

"The  first  British  Zionist  society  has  been 
formed  in  Jaffa  to  aid  English-speaking  Jews 
when  they  arrive  in  Palestine.  The  members 
of  the  committee  are  Messrs.  Wainer,  Frum- 
kin,  Resnik,  and  Mrs.  Wainer.  Moses  Levene 
is  the  secretary." 

"The  failure  of  the  Spanish  orange  groves, 
which  were  recently  destroyed  by  hail,  as  re- 
ported in  Jaffa  from  Liverpool,  will  double 
the  price  of  the  Jaffa  fruit.  The  farmers  of 
Petach  Tikvah  are  overjoyed." 

Our  correspondent  also  reports  the  organi-- 
zation   of  a   committee,   representing   all   ele- 
ments of  Jews  in  Jaffa,  which  has  undertaken 


the  onerous  task  of  directing  all  matters  con- 
cerning the  welfare  of  the  Jewish  community. 
Our  correspondent  does  not  say  whether  this 
committee  is  the  same  as  the  Palestine  Zion- 
ist Collegium. 

Our  attention  is  called  to  the  school  Gym- 
nasia Evrit.  established  six  months  ago  in 
Jaffa,  which  promises  to  fit  young  men  ta 
enter  a  university,  and  consequently  is  entitled 
to  the  name  of  High  School.  This  scliool  is 
maintained  by  the  fees  of  the  pupils,  and  it 
has  a  reserve  fund  of  five  thousand  francs. 
In  addition  it  receives  support,  to  the  amount 
of  about  two  thousand  francs,  from  the  Ac- 
tions Committee  and  the  Odessa  Committee. 
Interviewing  Dr.  Mattman,  the  principal  of 
the  school,  on  our  behalf,  our  correspondent 
was  told:  "The  Gymnasium  is  hampered  by 
the  indifference  of  Jewish  parents,  who  prefer 
to  send  their  boys-  to  Beirut  or  to  the  school 
of  the  Dominican  monks  rather  than  to  our 
school,  which  has  no  authorization  to  grant 
diplomas." 

Dr.  Mattman  therefore  suggested  that  influ- 
ential American  Zionists  form  themselves  into 
a  committee,  to  be  called  the  Palestine  Ameri- 
can Education  Commission,  which  should  en- 
deavor to  obtain  rights  and  the  privilege  as 
an  American  institution  to  grant  certificates 
and  diplomas.  These  remarks  were  elicited 
from  Dr.  Mattman  when  he  was  told  of  Dr. 
Lewin's  intention  of  establishing  a  high  school 
in  Palestine.  L. 


As  we  go  to  press  it  appears  that  Roumania 
lias  begun  to  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  Rus- 
sia; its  legal  oppression  is  now  supplanted 
by  the  violence  of  Hooligans.  Harrowing 
speeches,  frantic  appeals,  relief  funds,  will 
fill  the  center  of  the  Jewish  stage,  and  the 
lessons  of  previous  pogroms  will  not  be 
heeded. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    MACCABAEAN. 


163 


THE   EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE'S  PRO- 
CEEDINGS 


A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Federation  of  American  Zionists  was  held 
on  Monday  evening,  March  ii,  at  the  home  of 
Prof.  S.  S,  Schechter,  New  York  City.  There 
were  present:  Messrs.  Fromenson,  Lieber- 
man.  Lipsky.  Lewin-E4)stein,  Prensky,  Drs. 
Fricdlander,  Schechter,  Radin,  and  the  Sec- 
retary in  the  Chair.  Excuses  for  non-at- 
tendance were  presented  from  Dr.  Harry 
Friedenwald    and    Mr.    E.    Margolis. 

The  Secretary  brought  up  the  matter  of  the 
$10,000  income  for  the  Federation.  He  re- 
ported that  a  well-known  Yiddish  speaker 
was  willing  to  undertake  a  series  of  propa- 
ganda addresses  outside  of  Xcw  York  in  the 
interests  of  the  $io  contributions  to  the  Fed- 
eration. The  Secretary  was  authorized  to 
proceed  in  his  negotiations  with  his  speaker. 
Dr.  Radin,  of  New  York,  agreed  to  give  a 
certain  amount  of  his  time  to  the  collection 
of  $10  contributions  within  the  cit>'  of  New 
York,  and  others  of  the  Executive  Committee 
agreed  to  assist  him  in  this  work.  The  fol- 
lowing persons  have  agreed  to  get  at  least 
ten  $io  contributors:  Dr.  Schechter,  Dr. 
Magnes,  Mr.  Prensky  and  Mr.  Lubarsky. 

The  tour  of  Mr.  Schub  in  behalf  of  Pales- 
tine work  on  the  basis  of  an  authorization 
from  the  Palestine  Commission,  of  Berlin, 
was  authorized  by  the  Executive  Committee, 
''he  Chairman  of  the  Palestine  Committee 
and  the  Secretary  annoimced  that  Mr.  Schub's 
tour  would  begin  immediately  after  Passover 
and  would,  for  the  present,  cover  several 
cities  in  Connecticut,  Massachusetts  and 
Rhode  Island. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust 
Committee    reported    that,    after    communica- 
tion,   through    a    well-known    attorney,    with 
the  Department  of  Banks  at  .Mbany,  he  was 
informed  that  a  branch  of  the  Jewish  Colonial 
Trust  could  not  be  opened  in  this  country  if 
h  was  to  be  closed  on  Saturdays  and  on  the 
Jewish   holidays:    and   it  was   suggested   that 
a    special    enabling   act   be   secured    from   the 
State  Legislature,  in  order  to  allow  the  branch 
of  the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust  to  carry  on  busi- 
ness    on      Saturdays     and     Jewish     holidays 


through  another  bank.  This  matter  was  re- 
ferred  to   the   Secretary  for  action. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Convention  Commit- 
tee reported  that  arrangements  had  been  made 
for  the  holding  of  the  next  convention  at 
Tannersville,  at  the  Hotel  Fairmount.  The 
convention  will  begin  on  Friday,  June  28,  and 
will  continue  to  July  3, 

The  Macc.\baean  Committee  made  a  state- 
ment as  to  the  present  standing  of  the  Macca- 

BAEAN. 

From  statement  of  business  done  by  the 
Maccabaean  Publishing  Company  from  the 
date  of  the  Tannersville  Convention  to  the 
Tst  of  March  1907,  and  the  Philadelphia 
the  liabilities  since  March  i  have  been  re- 
duced by  the  amount  of  $250.  ' 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  the  liabilities  are 
not  paid,  the  chairman  of  the  Maccabaeaa 
Committee  wishes  to  say  that  unless  two  in- 
dividual creditors  are  paid  before  the  Con- 
vention, he  will  absolutely  refuse  to  stand 
for  nomination  to  office  as  chairman  of  this 
committee. 

The  Publication  Committee  reported  that 
Prof.  Schechter's  pamphlet,  entitled  "Zion- 
ism :  A  Statement,"  was  now  ready  for  dis- 
tribution. 


National  Fund  CoUoctiont  and  Donations 

( This  list  ends  with  the  last  day  of  February.) 

New  York. 
At  B'rith  Millah  at  home,  I.  Levingson.$20.o(> 

Charles    Douglis    5.0a 

Jacob   Levy    2.00 

B.   Seiferth    i.oo 

Dr.  H.  P.   Mendes 5.0a 

Grand  Forks,  N.  D. 

Aha wath   Zion    2 .  50 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Collection  at  Sugarman-Rosoff  wedding 
by-H.  Ziskin,  of  Grand  Forks,'  N.  D.     5.5a 
Houston,  Tex. 

A.  Wiener   i  .oa 

Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
Ahawath     Zion     and     Young    Zionists' 
Association,  at  Herzl  Memorial  Meet- 
ing   37  32 


$79.3^ 
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NatioiuJ  Fundi  Stomps 

New  York. 

Zion's  Kaempfer  $    i  .50 

Cash 10 

D.  H.  Lieberman 300 

Dr.  J.  L.  Magnes i.oo 

Zionist   Council    2.00 

Young  Austro-Himgarian  Zionists 2.00 

Office : 1 .61 

Little  Rock,  Ark. 

Sons  and  Daughters  of  Zion 5.00 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.    ' 

N.    Prensky, 6.00 

Zionist  League   3.00 

Troy,  N.  Y. 

Herzl   Zion  Literary   Society 5.00 

Albany,  N.  Y. 

Ahawath   Zion    16.39 

Brownsville,  N.  Y. 

Degel   Zion    5.00 

Cleveland,  O. 

Zionist   Council    10.00 

San   Antonio,  Tex. 

B'nai  Zion  10.00 

Chicago,  111. 

Order   Knights  of  Zion 100.00 

Fitchburg,  Mass. 

Tiphereth    Zion    i  .00 

Philadelphia.  Pa. 
Friends  of  Zion 10.00 


GMffiESPONDEIICE 


$185.60 


GoMen  Book  Entry 

Pawtucket,    R.    I. 
TJuilders    of    Zion $50.00 


Sub-charters  have  been  issued  to  the  fol- 
lowing societies  since  Jan.  i,  1907 : '  Paw- 
tucket, R.  I.,  Builders  of  Zion,  and  Jackson- 
ville, Fla.,  Dr.  Herzl  Society. 


For  The  National  Fund 

The  "Daughter  oT  Zion,"  of  Burlington, 
Vt.,  gave  a  grab-bag  party  on  Sunday, 
Marth  10,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Jewish 
National  Fund.  The  entertainment  of  the 
evening  was  provided  by  the  "Buds  of 
Zion,"  a  junior  branch. 


Oy  PREJUDICE. 
To  The  Macc.\baean  : 

I  note  with  surprise  an  article  in  your 
current  issue  on  "Prejudice  at  Columbia."  I 
say  with  some  "surprfse"  advisedly,  inasmuch 
as  The  Maccabaean  is  a  Zionist  organ,  and  as 
such,  I  would  expect  it  to  take  the  stand  that 
the  Jew's  lot  is  that  of  mere  sufferance  among 
the  Gentiles,  and  hence  prejudice  is  a  natural 
consequence  and  nothing  to  be  commented  up- 
on or  wondered  at. 

In  my  capacity  as  a  business  man,  employer 
of  labor,  seeker  after  employment,  association 
with  men  professing  to  be  followers  of  dif- 
ferent sorts  of  liberal  "isms,"  I  Iwve  yet  to 
find  the  thoroughly  unbiased  man  who  will 
treat  the  Jew  as  a  man  of  equal  standing  with 
the  Gentile. 

Take  any  of  the  big  daily  papers  and  look 
over  their  "Help'*  columns,  and  you  will  find 
such  legends  as  "Xo  Jews  need  apply,"  **Gen- 
tile  American  only,"  etc. 

In  our  own  town  of  "Culture-beans,"  in  or- 
der to  screen  the  anti-Semitism,  they  arc 
somewhat  more  "polished"  in  their  expres- 
sion, such  as  "Catholic  only."  "Protestant 
only,"  or  designating  the  location  where  Jews 
do  not  live. 

In  business — unless  the  Jew  can  compete 
with  the  GentiV  manufacturer,  or  control  some 
specialty,  the  preference  will  ,aki*ays  be  given 
the  Gentile. 

In  my  present  capacity  as  a  commercial  trav- 
eler. I  find,  that  if  I  should  happen  to  be 
waiting  for  the  buyer,  and  another  man  should 
come  later,  and  if  he  happens  to  be  other  than 
of  Semitic  feature,  it  is  a  hundred  to  one  that 
he  gets  the  first  interview  in  preference  to  me, 
and  that  generally  means  the  sale  also.  I  have 
even  known  of  men.  whose  anti-Semitism  feel- 
ing is  such  that  no  business  acumen  and  cona- 
mon  courtesy  will  restrain  them  from  making 
remarks  as  to  my  race  just  as  soon  as  my 
back  is  turned. 

There  is,  and  always  will  be.  antagonism  to 
the  Jew  so  long  as  he  will  be  a  wandering 
outcast,  whether  here  or  in  cursed  Russia  or 
{Continued  on  Page   166.) 
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Jmcksonville,  Fla. 

A  Zionist  society  has  been  organized  at 
Jacksonville  under  the  name  "Dr.  Herzl  Zion- 
ist Society,"  with  a  membership  of  thirty. 
This  society  has  already  affiliated  with  the 
Federation.  A  Purim  entertainment  was  held 
under  its  auspices  at  the  house  of  Mr.  G. 
Finkelstein,  at  which  addresses  were  delivered 
by  Dr.  Jacobs,  of  Jacksonville,  and  Mr.  Jacob- 
son,  of  Buffalo.  A  collection  was  also  made 
for  Zionist  literature. 


BurKogton,  Vt. 

The  Daughters  of  Zion  are  arranging  for 
a  series  of  debates  on  Zionism  with  the  local 
Young  Men's  Hebrew  Association  during  the 
summer.  A  Purim  entertainment  for  the 
benefit  of  the  National  Fund  proved  quite 
successful :  and  a  sum  sufficient  to  inscribe 
the  name  of  the  Daughters  of  Zion  of  Burling- 
ton in  the  Golden  Book  was  realized. 


Norfolk,  Va. 
The  Bnei  Zion  Alliance  of  Norfolk  has  re- 
cently reorganized  with  a  membership  of 
twenty-five.  National  Fund  and  Shekel  Com- 
mittees were  appointed  and  the  following  of- 
ficers elected:  J.  Saks,  chairman;  Moses  Ja- 
cobson,   treasurer,   and  L.  J.  Jaflfe,   secretary. 


Bedford  Station,  New  York 

A    Zionist    society    has    been    organized    at 
Bedford   Station,   called  the  Montefiore  Zion-. 
ist  Society  of  Bedford  Sanitarium.     It  is  the 
intention  of  the  society  to  hold  a  mass-meet- 
ing shortly. 

Newport^Newt,  Va. 

A  Zionist  society  has  been  organized  for 
Newport  News  and  Hampton,  Va.,  which  has 
applied  for  affiliation  wth  the  Federation. 


Jersey  City,  N.  J. 

A  mass-meeting  was  held  on  Sunday,  March 
17,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Zerubabel  Zion 
Literary  Society,  at  the  Sons  of  Israel  Syna- 
gogue. Rev.  Dr.  A.  M.  Radin  of  New  York: 
delivered  an  address. 


New  York 

An  open  meeting  of  the  Zion*s  Kaempfer 
was  addressed  by  Mr.  R.  Merlis  and  Mr. 
A.  H.  Fromenson  on  Sunday  evening,  March 
3. 


Fitchberg ,  Mass. 

A  mass-meeting  has  been  arranged  by  the 
Tiphereth  Zion  Society,  at  which  Mr.  H.  M. 
Kallen,  of  Boston,  is  to  deliver  an  address. 


Rochester  Zionists 

The  Sunday  school  of  Congregation  Beth 
Israel,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  which  is  under 
Zionist  influence,  gave  a  Purim  entertain- 
ment in  Beth  Irael  synogogue  on  March  3. 
Rabbi  Nathan  Bleichman,  assistant  to  Rabbi 
Ginsburg,  spoke  on  the  Bezalel  and  the 
National  Fund,  and  a  collection  was  taken 
up  for  their  objects  netting  $16.00.  Rabbi- 
Bleichman  is  very  active  in  the  Zionist 
movement,  and  the  Zionist  Qpuncil  ap- 
preciates his  service. 


San  Francisco  Zionists 

The  first  meeting  of  the  local  Zionist 
Society  since  last  April,  almost  a  year  ago, 
was  held  recently  in  the  Bush  Street 
Temple.  The  Zionists  had  suspended  all 
their  activities  after  the  fire  in  order  to 
direct  their  efforts  to  the  relief  of  the  suf- 
ferers of  the  disaster,  and  this  was  the  first 
regular  meeting  that  had  been  called  since 
the  suspension.  The  principal  feature  of 
the  program  was  an  address  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  society^,  the  Rev.  Bernard  M. 
Kaplan,  in  which  the  religious  work,  which 
will  not  be  resumed,  was  outlined. 
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{Continued  From  Page  164.) 
Roinnania.  If  such  a  demonstration  as  hap- 
pened in  New  York  at  the  time  of  Rabbi  Ja- 
cob Joseph's  funeral  had  happened  in  an- 
other country,  the  press  would  pretend  to  be 
horrified,  etc.,  and  do  not  we  see  the  same 
things  every  day,  are  not  our  poor  Jews  tor- 
tured and  persecuted  in  this  "land  of  the 
square  deal  (?)"  every  hour  of  the  day  with 
apparently  "respectable"  people  amusedly 
looking  on?  Why  be  surprised  at  prejudice 
at  Columbia  which  is  but  a  school  with  in- 
experienced boys  and  a  narrow-minded 
faculty?  Keep  up  the  good  work  of  agitation 
in  making  our  people  race-conscious,  and  in 
our  own  home,  we  will  show  them  what  the 
"Salt  of  the  Nation"  is  capable  of,  and  com- 
mand their  respect  in  spite  of  them. 
Boston,  Mass.  B.  S.wer. 


in  addition  to  what  is  now  being  done.  The 
above  remarks  should  receive  the  considera- 
tion of  those  concerned. 

Yours  re:?pect fully, 

Sol  Wixeberg. 


THE  NATIONAL  FUND, 
To  The  Maccabaean  : 

The  present  method  by  which  money  is 
raised  for  the  National  Fund,  is  quite  un- 
practical for  great  accomplishments.  In 
my  judgement  the  raising  of  money  should 
be  under  direct  control  of  the  Actions  Com- 
mittee. They  should  have  two  or  more 
traveling  agents  to  distribute  boxes  where- 
ever  Jews  reside,  and  to  collect  from  those 
already  distributed.  They  should  also  be 
competent  to  address  meetings  in  syna- 
gogues and  appeal  for  saijl  fund  to  those  who 
attend  the  synagogue  daily.  The  organized 
Zionists,  relieved  of  a  certain  amount  of 
activity  in  this  direction,  could  employ  their 
time  and  energy  for  different  institutions 
such  as  the  schools  in  Palestine,  or  the  or- 
ganization of  importing  cQmpanies  of  Pales- 
tine products,  etc.  These  traveling  agents 
would  also  be  in  a  position  to  report  in 
detail  on  the  workings  of  the  National  Fund 
to  the  general  public.  The  expense  of 
maintaining  them  would  perhaps  be  about 
$5,000  per  year,  while  the  money  raised  by 
them  alone,  would  perhaps  be  not  less 
than  $100,000,  from  Jews  all  over  the  world. 

I  do  not  mean  to  do  away  with  the  days 
assigned  for  National  Fund  collection,  or 
with  contributions  made  at  meetings,  as  at 
present,  but  this  work  should  be  taken  up 


DR.   LEWIS'S   VISIT    TO  AMERICA. 
To  The  Maccabaean  : 

Dr.  Shmar\ahu  Lewin  came  to  us  as  a 
friendly  visitor  from  Russia.  His  trip  had  a 
great  deal  of  diplomatic  significance  in  the 
Zionist  world.  It  may  lead— it  has  led— to  a 
better  mutual  understanding  of  Zionists  from 
different  parts  of  the  world,  a  greater  com- 
bination of  forces,  a  realization  of  the  com- 
munity of  our  goal  under  widely  different 
conditions.  If  his  presence  among  us  had 
done  nothing  more  than  infuse  into  the  ranks 
of  American  Zionism  new  force  from  the 
center  of  agitation,  daycnu.  we  would  have 
been  satisfied.  But  it  has  done  a  great  deal 
more.  It  has  forced  us  to  realize  more  fully 
than  ever  that  Russia  has  much  to  contribute 
towards  the  upbuilding  of  the  Jewish  State 
of  the  future,  in  fact  much,  much  more  than 
we  have. 

Of  course,  the  notion  of  rachmoncth  Zion- 
ism has  long  been  exploded,  and  it  is  for- 
tunate for  us  that  it  is  no  longer  preached, 
for  it  is  evident  that  if  there  is  to  be  any 
philanthropy  in  our  undertakings,  we,  the 
Americans,  will  not  be  able  to  be  the  philan- 
thropists. If  there  had  been  any  doubt  as  to 
the  fact,  the  presence  of  a  man  of  the  type 
of  Dr.  Lewin  would  have  been  enough  to 
remove  it  forever. 

Lewin's  visit,  however,  is  at  best  only  one 
half  of  a  bargain.  In  order  to  show  our  ap- 
precfation  of  it  and  to  complete  the  important 
diplomatic  act,  the  Federation  of  American 
Zionists  should  send  a  representative  to  Rus- 
sia. Indeed,  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  send 
a  delegation  there  as  representatives  of  all 
the  Zionists  of  America,  immediately  before 
or  after  the  next  International  Congress.  It 
would  not  be  the  prime  function  of  this  dele- 
gation to  "investigate"  conditions  any  more 
than  it  was  Lewin's  purpose  to  "investigate** 
America;  it  would  rather  be  to  bring  a  real 
message  to  the  Jews  of  Russia,  the  fullest, 
sincerest  possible  message  of  our  whole  attt- 
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tilde.  It  would  encourage  the  leading  spirits 
among  the  Jews  in  Russia.  It  would  strength- 
en their  hands  and  help  them  to  turn  the  en- 
ergy of  the  people  away  from  those  byways 
which  for  practical  reasons  may  temporarily 
seem  outlets  from  present  misery,  but  in  which 
the  Jews  of  the  Occident  cannot  travel  with 
them,  into  the  highways  where  we  may  and 
will  travel  hand  in  hand  with  them;  in  other 
Avords,  from  destructive  attempts  against  the 
Russian  government  to  constructive  efforts 
for  the  Jewish  nation. 

1  propose,  therefore,  that  the  Federation  of 
American  Zionists  at  its  next  convention  send 


a  representative  or  a  delegation  to  visit  the 
Zionists  of  Russia  in  the  same  way  as  Dr. 
Lewin  visited  us  and  on  a  simlar  mission. 

With  no  thought  of  having  my  suggestion 
substituted  for  others  in  this  connection,  but 
rather  with  the  hope  of  adding  it  to  them,  I 
beg  to  remain. 

With  Zion's  greetings, 
__^ N.\THAN  T.   Isaacs, 
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Travel  Impressions  of  Palestine 


By  Davia  Wolffaohn 


WE  set  out  from  Jaffa  in  the  company  of 
Messrs.  Levontin  and  Bermann,  on  the 
morning  of  the  fourteenth  of  Shebat. 
It  had  been  rather  cold  during  the  last  few 
days,  as  indeed  throughout  the  whole  winter 
this  year,  which  had  been  unusually  severe. 
Heavy,  gray  mists  concealed  the  landscape. 
But  we  had  not  left  the  city  far  behind  before 
suddenly  the  fog  scattered  and  the  sunshine 
in  all  its  glory  poured  down  upon  us.  The 
winter  fell  away,  sunk  and  forgotten,  though 
it  still  embraced  the  city.  The  azure  sky 
laughed  down  upon  us;  soft,  warm  breezes 
wandered  over  the  land,  and  to  our  enchanted 
gaze  the  fields  showed  green  with  the  newly 
sprouting  grain  and  spotted  with  the  colors 
of  the  first  flowers  that  were  pressing  up  from 
the  soil. 

A  neat  little  village  came  in  sight,  Sarona, 
the  seat  of  an  industrious  Wiirthembergian 
Templar  colony.  The  white  houses,  each  of 
which  has  its  well-kept  garden  in  front,  the 
clean,  straight  streets,  make  a  very  agreeable 
impression.  Thence  our  journey  took  us  in  a 
wide  curve  to  the  right  of  Petach-Tikwah. 

After  an  hour  and  a  half  the  scene  widened 
and  we  espied  the  sea  in  its  silent  majesty  and 
before  ns  rising  in  soft  outlines  the  lovely 
hills  of  Ephraim.  Our  road  was  crossed  by 
the   brook    Odscha    (Biblical,   Jarkon),   which 


Hcrr  David  Wolffsohn  contributes  to  the 
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The  AfACCABAEAN  is  pleased  to  give  its  read- 
ers this  month. 


is  spanned  by  a  little  bridge.    We  saw  oppo- 
site us  the  new  chaussee  which  the  Govern- 
ment has  laid  out  from  here  to  Sechem  (Na- 
blus),  and  for  the  completion  of  which  work 
is   stiil  continuing,     A  little   later   we  had  a 
chance  to  rest  for  a  while.     We  had  arrived 
at  the  "Tomb  of  Benjamin"  (Xebi  Benjamin) 
which  is  held  sacred  by  the  Arabs.    There  are 
in    this    region,    besides,    numerous    so-called 
"Welys,"    that    have    been    erected    over    the 
graves  of  the  revered  dead,  and  that  remind 
one  of  little  chapels.    We  found  when  we  ar- 
rived at  the  grave  of  Benjamin,  a  group  of 
kneeling   and    devoutly   praying    Arabs.      We 
did  not  wish  to  disturb  them  in  their  devotion 
and  so  refrained  from  more  closely  examin- 
ing the  interior  of  the  Nebi  Benjamin.   .    .    . 
Horses  were  changed  and  we  proceeded  at 
a   fresh   gait.     The   sun,   which   in   the   mean 
while  had  ascended  to  the  zenith,  sent  down 
warmth  and  light  in  ever  increasing  quantities, 
so   that   we   almost   believed   ourselves   trans- 
ported    into     the    summer    season.      As     we 
paused     at     noon     in     the     open     in     order 
to   refresh   ourselves   with  a   slight  meal,  our 
eyes   beheld  a   wonderful  picture.     The   fields 
spread  before  us  like  a  variegated  tapestry  in 
glowing    yellow    and    red,    with    glimmering 
shades   of   green,   white   and   blue   distributed 
here  and  th<?re.  •  The  first  of  the  rich  Pales- 
tinian   flora.    Alpine    violets,    anemones,    nar- 
cissus,   laughed    to   us   in   their  young  vernal 
splendor.     While  we  were  feeding  heart  and 
eyes   with   this   lovely  picture  and   wondering 
at  the  wealth  of  this  bewilderingly  rapid  un- 
folding of  vegetation,  we  suddenly  discovered 
that  we  were  surrounded  by  a  band  of  brown 
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Arabs  with  their  wives  and  children  who  had 
hurried  up  from  the  fields  and  who  stood  about 
us  with  curiously  scrutinizing  looks.  .  .  . 
Our  way  continued  toward  the  road  to 
Haifa.  This  is  an  old  chaussee  which  on  the 
occasion  of  th^  visit  of  Kaiser  Wilhehn  was 
repaired  and  since  then  is  called  by  the  Arabs 
**Sultan  Prussiana."  or  "Prussian  Royal  Road." 
We  soon,  however,  were  obliged  to  leave  the 
broad  road  for  a  Very  sandy  path  through 
the  fields  upon  which  we  proceeded  with  much 
greater  difficulty.  Our  interest  was  often 
aroused  during  the  journey  by  the  Arabian 
children,  who  were  collecting  herbs  in  the 
fields.  We  learned  that  they  were  gathering 
wild-growing  lettuce  and  other  vegetables  that 
in  many  parts  of  Palestine  flourish  in  great 
abundance. 

After  a  short  trip  wc  arrived  at  Chan  Tul- 
Karam.  Here  the  road  divides,  one  arm  lead- 
ing to  Sichron  Jacob,  the  other  to  Chederah. 
Even  at  that  distance  we  could  distinguish 
the  two  Jewish  co'onies ;  to  the  right,  on  the 
heights  Sichron,  to  the  left  in  the  plain,  Che- 
derah. Wc  experienced  a  great  pleasure  when 
we  were  met  l)y  a  number  of  colonists,  who 
from  that  point  og,  accompanied  us  to  the 
colony.  We  passed  the  .Arabian  village,  Ka- 
kun,  where  the  inhabitants  with  their  sheikh 
at  their  head,  came  to  meet  us  and  with  the 
celebrated  oriental  hospitality,  bade  us  wel- 
come. They  did  not  retire  until  they  had  con- 
ducted us  outside  the  boundaries  of  the  vil- 
lage, and  before  they  parted  from  us  they 
called  out  a  hearty  "Mabas  Salami !"  ( Happy 
journey).  The  road  from  there  on  became 
more  difficult,  rough  and  sandy,  until  we 
finally  reached  the  swamps  of  Chederah  and 
in  the  background  saw  rising  up  the  luxuri- 
ant eucalyptus  trees. 

The  appearance  of  the  swamps  does  not, 
naturally,  have  a  charming  effect,  especially  as 
it  brings  to  mind  a  sorrowful  chapter  in  the 
-history  of  our  colonization.  When  Herr 
Chamberlain,  filled  surely  with  the  best  in- 
tentions, obtained  this  plot  of  land  he  did 
not  suspect  that  poisonous  corruption  lurked 
there  and  deadly  diseases  lay  in  wait  for  its 
prey.  The  pioneers  came,  settled  and  pro- 
ceeded to  make  the  locality  of  the  swamp  in- 
habitable.    But   the  poisonous  germs  that   lay 


in .  the  ground  demanded  ever  fresh  victims. 
It  was  a  sad  time  but  also  a  heroic  one.  The 
brave  men  who  .sought  to  win  the  soil  of  their 
fatherland  did  iv^t  suspect  the  fearful  dangers 
from  disease  and  death.  With  ever  new  cour- 
age and  ever  higher  hopes  they  wrestled  with 
the  land.  The  graves,  especially  the  graves  of 
the  young,  became  more  and  more  numerous. 
The  hot  love  of  the  fatherland  struggled  in 
desperation  with  the  angel  of  death — ^and  re- 
mained finally  victorious.  The  eucalyptus 
which  draws  the  poison  germs  out  of  the 
soil  was  the  weapon  with  which  the  colo- 
nists fought.  AW  danger  indeed  is  not  even 
yet  removed.  The  swamps  still  bring  pain 
and  suffering  enough,  but  the  hope  is  estab- 
lished that  with  increase  and  growth  of  the 
eucalyptus  vegetation  the  complete  sanitation 
of  the  region  will  be  accomplished.  Fortu- 
nately, Chederah  is  the  only  colony  that  suf- 
fers so  much  from  the  swamp  pest. 

A  little  episode  out  of  the  history  of  the 
planting  of  the  eucalyptus  by  Chederah  inay 
be  given  here  because  it  is  so  characteristic. 
When  Baron  Rothschild  was  in  Palestine  he 
arranged  to  have  several  hundred  thousand 
eucalyptus  trees  planted  in  addition  to  those 
that  already  were  growing  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  he  requested  the  administration  of 
the  colony  to  present  an  estimate  of  the  cost. 
The  officials  of  the  colony  estimated  the  cost 
of  the  new  planting  at  a  certain  sum.  The 
colonists  of  Chederah  themselves  at  the  same 
time  figured  out  a  statement  in  which  it  ap- 
peared that  they  were  ready  to  undertake  the 
labor  of  planting  for  a  fifth  of  the  sum  pro- 
posed by  the  administration.  The  Baron  en- 
trusted the  work  to  the  colonists.  It  was  well 
performed  and  it  is  noteworthy  that  they  were  , 
able  to  make  a  considerable  profit  out  of  the 
sum  placed  at  their  disposal. 

A  pleasant  surprise  awaited  us  as  we  came 
to  Chederah.  The  school-children  and  their 
teachers  met  us  on  the  high  ground  and 
greeted  us  with  Hebrew  songs.  It  .was  deeply 
moving  for  us  to  hear  the  old,  ever-living 
speech  of  our  people  sounding  in  the  chil- 
dren's tender  voices,  young  again.  We  lis- 
tened to  the  tones  of  the  young  life  before  us 
with  much  emotion,  and  caught  a  picture  of 
land,  language  and  peop'e  drawn  in  the  new 
generation    into    an    harmonious    whole,    the 
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emergence  of  a  new  race  of  men,  safely  and 
firmly  rooted  in  its  earthly  kingdom.  The 
colonists  with  their  wives  soon  came  to  meet 
us  and  gave  us  a  hearty  welcome.  Herr 
Aaronson,  the  agricultural  expert,  was  also 
among  them  and  thenceforth  served  as  our 
friendly  guide. 

The  Colony  of  Chederah  lies  on  a  gently- 
rising  acclivity,  from  the  top  of  which  one 
gets  a  splendid  outlook  on  the  sea  and  over 
extensive  picturesque  fields.  Our  first  visit 
was  to  the  plantation  of  Dorschei  Zion.    The 


roses,  such  as  even  the  blessed  Riviera  at  this 
time  of  the  year  cannot  produce. 

We  proceeded  through  the  village  and  the 
neighboring  fields  and  meadows  to  our  proper 
destination,  the  place  where  we  were  to  plant 
the  first  olive  trees  for  the  Jewish  national 
fund.  All  preparations  had  been  made  for 
this  ceremony  before  our  coming.  The  plot 
of  land  that  had  been  given  for  the  national 
fund  by  Mr.  J.  L.  Goldberg  had  been  pre- 
pared for  the  dedication  of  the  first  planting. 
It  embraces  an  area  of  i8o  Dunam,  and  lies 


Herr  D.wid  Wolffsohn.   His   Wife,  and  a  Number   of   Workers   in    Palestine,    Including 

Mr.    Levoxtix   and   Prof.   Schatz.. 


orange  gathering  had  taken  place  shortly  be- 
fore our  arrival,  and  only  a  few  remains  of 
the  rich  harvest  were  visible.  There  were 
some  ethrog^m  still  left — reminding  us,  alas, 
literally  of  "ethrogim  after  succoth";  and 
forcib'y  suggesting  that  in  the  propaganda  fo^ 
Palestinian  ethrogini  much  remains  to  be  done. 
Immediately  thereafter,  at  the  well,  we  were 
surprised    by    the    roses,    glorious    full-blown 


exactly  opposite  the  Gan-Schemuel,  named 
after  Rabbi  Samuel  Mohilewer,  which  is  pro- 
vided with  oranges  and  ethrogim.  On  the 
other  side  lie  the  olive  plantations  of  the 
"Yizhar,"  an  association  entered  into  by  a 
nutnber  of  Palestinian  farmers.  We  inspected 
the  olive  trees  and  could  not  but  wonder  again 
at  the  amount  of  force  and  vitality  that  lies 
hidden    in    this    soil,   that    in    a    few   years    is 
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able  to  send  the  olive  trees  to  such  a  stately 
height. 

The  colonists  stood  ready  on  the  land-plot 
of  the  national  fund,  each  with  a  spade  in 
his  hand.  We  were  able  as  soon  as  we  arrived 
to  proceed  with  the  impressive  work  of  plant- 
ing the  first  trees  of  ^he  national  fund.  It  was 
my  privilege  to  sink  the  first  sapling  in  the 
ground  and  I  accompanied  the  act  with  a  few 
words,  referring  to  our  beloved  dead,  Theo- 
dore Herzl.  I  expressed  my  deep  sorrow  that 
it  had  not  been  granted  our  immortal  leader 
to  plant  that  tree.  This  first  tree,  I  said, 
which  I  planted  for  the  national  fund,  shall  be 
dedicated  to  the  name  and  memory  of  Theo- 
dore Herzl.  May  it  be  granted  me  soon  also 
to  plant  the  first  tree  in  "Herzl-forest."  Fol- 
lowing me,  my  wife  placed  a  tree  in  the  earth 
irt  the  name  of  one  of  the  bravest  of  our 
pioneers,  and  the  others  followed  in  similar 
fashion.  Tlie  oldest  man  in  the  colony  stepped 
forward  after  I  had  planted  my  tree  for  Herzl 
ahd  spoke  the  "EI  male  rachamim"  for  Herzl. 
And  the  sad  remembrance  of  the  dear  departed 
i^  the  hearts  of  all  present  joined  with  joy  at 
.  our  first  union  with  the  soil,  to  arouse  a  deep 
ahd  earnest  feeling  of  consecration  and  make 
tic  moment  great  and  unforgettable. 

iThe  sun  approached  its  setting.  And—a 
curious  coincidence:  just  as  we  had  planted 
oiir  first  sapling,  we  stood  on  the  threshold 
of  a  "New  Year  of  Trees,"  of  the  "Rosh 
Ifashanah  La'ilanoth,"  which  thus  this  time 
was  for  us  a  double  festival.  And  here,  in 
the  open  air,  among  Jewish  fanners,  on  Jew- 
ish soil,  we  felt  for  the  first  time  what  this 
feast  signified  to  our  brethren  in  Erez  Israel. 
The  sun  had  set  and  the  moon,  casting  an 
indescribably  soft  radiance  over  all.  rose,  large 
and  peaceful.  We  went  over  to  the  Gan 
Schemuel,  inspected  the  newly  built  well— the 
old  one  had  not  supplied  enough  water — 
and  ascended  to  the  roof  of  the  little  house 
which  has  been  erected  there  for  the  work- 
men, so  that  we  might  look  down  upon  the 
beautiful  garden  that  bears  the  name  of  one 
of  our  best. 

Rabbi  Schmuel  Mohilewcr — the  dignified 
form  stood  before  our  eyes  and  the  recollec- 
tion bore  us  back  to  the  times  when  that  ex- 
emplary   man    had    wrought    and   labored    for 


Zion.  Joyful  satisfaction  filled  our  souls,  as 
we  compared  the  past  with  the  present.  How 
many  stages  had  we,  after  all,  passed  with 
sure  advance,  since  those  uncertain  begin- 
nings !  And  it  was  like  an  echo  of  our  for- 
ward looking  mood  when  suddenly  from  be- 
low, the  voices  of  the  colonists  lifted  up  the 
"Hatikvah."  Militant  and  victorious,  its 
powerful  rhythms  issued  into  the  glorious 
silvery  night. 

We  rode  back  in  the  'moon-light,  accom- 
panied a  good  ways  by  the  colonists,  to  Sich- 
ron-Jacob.  The  wind  bore  to  our  ears  from 
far  off  a  dull  roar;  it  was  the  beat  of  the 
waves  of  the  sea  which  sends  the  sound  ol 
its  tumult  into  the  land.  A  large,  rambling 
structure  appeared..  We  learned  that  it  had 
been  built  by  the  "ICA"  for  the  people  ol 
Sichron  who  are  obliged  to  work  out  there. 
It  is  known  that  the  colonists  of  Sichron  at 
first  cultivated  only  the  vine.  When  later 
the  insufficiency  of  exclusive  grape  growing 
appeared,  the  **ICA"  bought  outside  the  colony 
tracts  of  land  suitable  for  agriculture  and  built 
at  the  same  time  for  the  colonists  the  struc- 
ture just  mentioned. 

A  poor  and  uneven  street  led  us,  over  the 
so-called  "Crocodile  river"  (Al-Sarka),  in 
the  neighborhood  of  which  a  spring  of  good 
drinking  water  gurgled,  to  Sichron,  where  we 
arrived  fairly  fagged  out,  but  immediately  on 
entering,  were  rewarded  by  the  refreshing 
sight  of  this  cheerful,  Jewish  settlement.  Thi» 
colony  is  one  of  the  few  whose  Hebrew  name, 
which  was  given  it  by  the  administration^ 
strange  to  say,  will  not  get  itself  established. 
It  is  universally  known  as  Samarin.  The  He- 
brew names  alone  are  used  for  all  other  col- 
onics. A  detachment  of  riders  had  been  sent 
in  advance  to  conduct  us  into  the  city.  There, 
the  colonists  and  their  families  were  already 
assembled  to  receive  us  and  led  us  straightway 
to  the  splendid  synagogue,  which  impresses 
the  visitor  with  the  many  names  and  sayings 
engraved  on  its  walls  in  Hebrew  and  in 
French.  The  president  of  the  congregation, 
Herr  Karmol,  greeted  us  in  a  handsome 
speech ;  others  followed,  among  them  one  that 
especially  moved  us — an  address  in  beautiful 
Hebrew  by  a  twelve-year-old  boy.  From  the 
ceremonies  in  the  synagogue,  which  were  at- 
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tended  by  a  considerable  number  of  officials 
of  the  ICA  living  in  Haifa,  we  went  to  the 
administration  house,  a  truly  splendid  build- 
ing in  modern  style  throughout,  which  we  in- 
spected. It  is  worthy  of  mention  that  it  was 
in  the  large  hall  of  the  administration  build- 
ing that  the  conference  called  by  Herr  Ussisch- 
kin  took  place,  which  led  to  the  attempt  to 
establish  a  Palestinian  organization  (Hista- 
druth.) 

The  following  day  we  visited  the  kindergar- 
ten and  the  schools  and  rejoiced  that  here 
too.  conditions  had  brought  it  about  that  the 
Hebrew  had  become  the  general  language  of 
instruction  which  was  used  in  all  the  classes 
and  naturally  also  by  the  children  outside  of 
school. 

Sichron,  which  in  cleanliness,  in  the  neat  ap- 
pearance, leaves  nothing  to  be  desired — there 
is  also  a  good  hotel,  for  example,  the  Hotel 
Graff,  that  is  excellently  equipped — has  even 
a  city  park  with  well-kept  flower  .beds  and  a 
still  prettier  arrangement :  adjoining  it  a  vege- 
table garden  in  which  every  school  child  is 
entrusted  with  a  bed  to  cultivate  and  care 
for.  It  may  readily  be  seen  that  no  better 
or  more  encouraging  means  could  be  adopted 
to  instil  in  the  children  a  love  of  farm-work 


and  through  emulation,  the  spirit  of  orderli- 
ness and  of  harmonious  incorporation  in  the 
whole  organization  of  which  they  are  members. 
We  owe  still  another  beautiful  impression  to 
Sichron.  In  the  center  of  the  colony  is  a 
water-tower,  from  the  balcony  of  which  we 
enjoyed  a  fine  view  of  the  distant  landscape. 
On  one  side  the  blue  billowy  sea,  and  along 
the  coast  Caesarea  and  the  fields  to  Athlit,K 
and  to  the  north  the  sight  of  the  bravely  soar- 
ing Carniel. 

We  could  only  glance  hurriedly  at  the  exten- 
sive cellarage  in  Sichron,  but  on  the  other 
hand  we  had  opportunity,  by  taking  part  in  one 
of  its  sittings,  to  get  acquainted  with  one  of 
the  institutions  of  the  place  which  owes  its 
existence  to  the  Anglo-Palestine  Company — 
the  Agricultural  Savings  and  Loan  Association 
of  Sichron.  It  gave  us  great  satisfaction  to 
he  able  to  note  here  also,  how  beneficially 
the  Anglo- Palestine  Company  had  affected 
the  credit  system  in  Palestine,  in  arousing  the 
mercantile  spirit  and  the  spirit  of  enterprise 
in  the  colonists,  and  encouraging  their  exer- 
cise. 

Examining   and    enjoying,    rejoicing   at   the 
beautiful  and  hoping  for  the  good — thus  did" 
we  celebrate  the  New  Year's  Feast  of  Trees 
in   Erez   Israel. 


ZZIZZJ^ 


®1|0  National 


Illustration  for  New  Postal 
To  BE  Issued  by  "The  Maccabaean." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


172 


THE   iCACCABAEAN. 


The  Critics  of  Zionism 


By  V.  Shabotiaskj 


1  Though  Mr.  Shabotinsky's  brochiire  en- 
titled "The  Critics  of  Zionism"  appeared  in 
Yiddish  some  time  ago,  the  line  of  his  argu- 
ment makes  his  valuable  contribution  appli- 
cable to  the  present  day  with  just  as  much 
force  and  power.  His  essay  will  run  through 
three  numbers  of  The  Maccabaean.] 

The  lot  of  the  Zionist  ideal  is  identical 
with  the  lot  of  Judaism.  We  Jews  are  a 
nation  and  can  trace  our  existence  to  the 
time  of  the  oldest  Pharaoh  and  prove  our 
origin  to  the  time  of  the  Chettaers,  the 
oldest  race  mentioned  in  the  most  ancient 
writings. 

Our  people  dispersed  throughout  the  uni- 
verse took  an  active  part  in  the  progress  of 
the  world :  they  were  foremost  in  industry, 
science,  art,  literature  and  even  in  war.  The 
quintessence  of  our  culture,  the  Bible,  is 
translated  into  every  known  language  and 
dialect.  In  short,  our  people  played  and 
plays  a  very  prominent  part  in  the  progress 
of  the  world's  history.  Every  Jew  should 
pride  himself  on  a  familiar  knowledge 
with  the  history  of  his  own  nation.  In 
reality,  to  our  great  shame,  it  is  the  non-Jew 
who  studies  and  knows  Jewish  history.  But 
regardless  of  this,  the  Jew  is  feared,  the 
Jew  is  hated,  the  Jew,  even  now,  is  accused 
of  impossible  crimes.  On  the  question 
of  what  is  a  Jew,  we  constantly  hear  contra- 
dictory answers,  such  as:  the^  Jew  is  the 
greatest  cosmopolitan  and  the  strongest 
nationalist,  the  Jew  is  the  richest  capitalist 
and  the  stanchest  revolutionist,  the  Jew  is 
the  most  superstitious  fanatic  and  the  great- 
est unbeliever,  and  so  on  through  a  whole 
list  of  contemptible  condemnation  and  ful- 
some praise. 

The  relation  of  the  majority  of  the  Jews 
to  the  Zionist  idea  is  not  less  peculiar.  The 
Zionist  idea  is  just  as  old  as  Israel  itself. 
One  cannot  have  a  conception  of  the  Jewish 
people  without  its  historical  territory.     Ac- 


cording to  the  teachings  of  the  Bib'e,  or,  in 
other  words,  according  to  the  spirit  of  Juda- 
ism, the  Zionist  idea,  i.  e.,  the  possession  of 
Palestine  by  Israel,  is  much  older  than 
the  nation  itself.  As  far  as  700  years  before 
the  formation  of  the  Jewish  nation,  Pales- 
tine was  promised  to  the  oflFspring  of  Abra- 
ham. This  promise  was  repeated  from  gen- 
eration to  generation  until  the  time  of 
Moses;  it  is  often  mentioned  by  the  Proph- 
ets, and  it  constitutes  the  dogma  of  our 
faith. 

The  Jewish  people,  through  the  whole 
time  of  their  wanderings,  did  not  lose  hope 
f(»r  the  realization  of  this  Promise,  i.  e., 
the  materialization  of  the  Zionist  ideal. 
Daily  the  people  prayed  to  God  to  hasten 
the  time:  this  expectaton  gave  the  people 
strength  to  endure  its  solitary  martyrdom. 

One  would  imagine  that,  at  th  first  call 
for  the  realization  of  the  Z'onist  .ideal,  the 
Jews  would  at  once  grasp  its  significance, 
.,e  inspired  by  it.  propagate  it.  and  make 
it  now  the  one  aim  of  Jewry.  In  reality 
lut  few  Jews  understand  our  idea.  Many 
Jews  even  fear  it  and  assume  a  hostile  atti- 
tude toward  it.  Some  of  itss  opponents  con- 
sider it  as  a  fanatical  reaction,  while  others 
consider  it  as  heretical  and  against  religion. 
M  the  same  time,  Zionism  is  for  some  a 
Utopia,  while  for  others  it  is  a  movement, 
which,  if  realized,  will  destroy  Judaism.  It 
is  clear  that,  regardless  of  the  antiquity  of 
the  Zionist  idea,  and  of  practical  activity 
within  the  last  ten  years,  Zionism  is  not 
understood  by  many,  and,  to  our  regret, 
some  do  not  want  to  understand  it,  be- 
cause they  see  in  it  a  historical  fault,  which 
could  be  remedied  by  assimilation  and  inter- 
marriage. 

There  are  people,  who  have  not  made  an 
attempt  to  study  the  question;  there  are  also 
a  good  many  who,  as  yet.  cannot  free  them- 
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selves  from  the  influence  of  the  mystics, 
who  gave  our  ideal  a  supernatural  form, 
nor  from  the  influence  of  the  universalists, 
who  see  in  the  coming  future  that  Utopian 
golden  age  when  the  wolf  and  the  lamb  will 
actually  live  together. 

In  fact,  within  the  last  few  years  numer- 
ous pamphlets  have  appeared  written 
against  Zionism.  Some  of  these  pamphlets, 
written  by  Kautsky,  IsgoeflF.  Uzakoff  and 
Eikerman,  have  gained  quite  a  popularity. 

In  reviewing  these  pamphlets  we  must 
greatly  deplore  the  lack  of  unity  among  the 
Zionist  critics.  The  critics  have  failed  to 
come  to  an  understanding  on  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  the  questions  involved, 
and  they  frequently  c(»ntrddict  one  another's 
views.  They  themselves  cannot  agree, 
whether  Jewry  represents  a  nation  or  not, 
whether  assimilation  is  desirable  or  not, 
whether  the  creation  of  a  legally  assured 
autonomy  is  feasible  or  not,  whether  Zion- 
ism in  general  is  a  dangerous  movement,  or 
whether   there  exists  at  all  a  Judcnnoth,  etc. 

For  the  sake  of  clearness,  we  shall  brief- 
ly review  each  critic  of  Zionism.  We  wiU 
commence  with  Kautsky,  who  speaks  main- 
ly of  anti-Semitism  and  proposes  assimila- 
tion as  the  pr(»per  remedy. 
I. 

Kautsky  believes  that  the  general  tend- 
ency of  all  nationalities  is  to  blend  to- 
gether, even  to  substituting  their  national 
languages  by  some  un'vcrsal  language.  Let 
us  examine  whether  such  a  deduction  is 
logical.  Natir>nal  peculiarities  are  the  result 
of  the  influence  of  many  factors:  the  cli- 
mate, the  soil,  the  flora  of  that  country 
where  a  given  race  first  developed  itself. 
Kautsky  admits  this  fact  by  deriving  the 
psychology  of  the  Jews  from  the  fact  that 
Palestine  is  a  mountainous  country;  he  adds, 
that  the  impression  of  the  mountainous  ori- 
gin is  preserved  in  foreign  lands;  i.  e.,  when 
transferred  to  new  conditions  of  soil,  cli- 
mate and  social  environment.  The  na- 
tional character  impressed  by  mother  nature 
is  strong  and  lasts  even  when  the  race 
changes  its  abode.  As  long  as  the  old  blood 
is  inherited  without  an  alloy  of  alien  blood, 
or  very    little   of  it,  so  long   will   the   race 


preserve  its  own  individuality.  Of  course, 
thi^  individuality  is  already  somewhat  dis- 
torted, and  with  each  generation  will  under 
the  pressure  of  new  soil  and  climatic  influ- 
ences, divert  from  the  original  type;  yet. 
even  under  strange  skies  cne  can  recogtiize 
in  the  pure  blooded  descendant  after  many 
generations  the  features  of  his  ancestors. 
Still  better  are  preserved  the  peculiarities 
of  that  race,  which  always  lives  in  the 
same  country,  on  the  same  soil,  where  it  de- 
veloped itself.  This  is  a  direct  inference 
from  the  proposition  that  racial  peculiarities 
are  the  result  of  the  common  natural  fac- 
tors. 

I  am  not  touching  upon  the  question  of 
how  the  now  existing  nationalities  were 
formed  and  how  much  of  diflFerent  racial  in- 
gredients entered  into  each  of  them.  I 
take  them  as  I  tind  them  at  the  time  of  my 
appearance  in  the  world,  and  put  to  myself 
the  question,  what  will  become  of  them? 
What  is  more  probable,  that  the  inhabitants 
if  the  .\pcnnine  Peninsula  will  in  the  future, 
from  generation  to  generation,  contmue  to 
live  on  that  peninsular,  or  that  they  will  all 
migrate  to  another  place?  And  to  this,  in 
my  opinion,  no  other  answer  is  possible, 
than  that  the  first  supposition  is  more  prob- 
able, as  there  is  no  more  apparent  cause 
which  would  compel  the  inhabitants  of 
Italy  to  such  a  mass  emigration.  \i  the 
present  time,  it  is  well  known,  people  often 
emigrate  in  search  of  labor,  while  on  the 
peninsula  and  in  Sicily  there  are  large 
stretches  of  waste  land,  suitable  for  intensive 
colonization.  The  emigration  js  but  a 
small  percentage  of  the  population.  Kaut- 
sky believes  that  want  and  hunger  will 
sometime  be  entirely  aboli.shed,  and  I  also 
modestly  share  this  belief,  but  then  the 
cause  of  emigration  will  cease  even  for  the 
smallest  part  of  the  population.  Conse- 
quently, this  population  on  the  peninsula 
will'become  more  settled  than  now.  Mixed 
marriages,  if  they  become 'customary,  will 
be  confined  only  to  limited  areas,  but  the 
main  bulk  of  the  nation  will  preserve  its 
racial  purity.  This  will  undisputably  hap- 
pen in  Russia,  France,  Scandinavia,  etc. 
There  are  no  causo  to  incite  the   population. 
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of  each  country  to  tear  itself  away  from  its 
•  native  soil,  and  in  time  less  causes  will  arise, 
because  the  only  inciting  causes,  want  and 
social  disorder,  will  be  abolished. 

The  Swedes  will  remain  in  Sweden  and 
the  Italians  in  Italy;  the  first  will,  as  of 
old,  remain  from  generation  to  generation 
subject  to  soil  and  climatic  influences  of 
their  Sweden  and  the  latter  of  their  Italy. 
The  conquest  over  nature,  by  human  skill 
has  nothing  to  do  with  it;  skill  creates 
wonders,  possibly  we  may  be  enabled  to 
regulate  the  rain  and  fine  weather,  but  the 
climate  of  Stockholm  will  always  differ 
from  the  climate  of  Neapolis,  and  the  flora 
of  the  former  from  the  flora  of  the  latter. 
With  all  the  wonders  of  mechanics,  Russia  will 
remain  a  plain  and  England  a  maritime 
country,  and  this  means  that  from  genera- 
tion to  generation  the  uninterrupted  influ- 
ence of  dissimilar  natural  conditions  will 
continue  on  the  settled  population  of  one 
or  the  other  regions.  That  is,  the  English- 
men will  preserve  their  English  racial  indi- 
viduality and  the  Russian  and  ItaHan  theirs. 

And  if  each  will  preserve  his  nationality, 
he  will  preserve  his  national  language,  be- 
cause the  language  which  formed  and  de- 
veloped in  a  given  nationality  and  place, 
must  undoubtedly  correspond  to  all  the 
psychological  pliableness  of  the  population, 
better  than  some  other  language.  Con- 
sequently, there  is  no  scientific  reason  for 
assuming  tliat  a  national  language,  histori- 
cally developed  in  close  parallelism  to  the 
psychology  of  the  population,  will  begin  to 
deteriorate,  giving  way  to  an  entirely 
strange  dialect,  only  because  in  this  strange 
tongue  it  will  be  easier  to  transact  business 
with  foreigners.  I  do  not  doubt  that  the 
future  will  bring  in  closer  touch  the  differ- 
ent countries  and  nationalities  and  do  not 
doubt  that  sometimes,  and  perhaps  very 
soon,  the  people,  by  a  mutual  agreement, 
will  recognize  some  language  as  inter- 
national, but  not  as  universal.  This  will 
be  a  language  for  international  intercourse 
only  and  no  more.  The  internal  life  of  each 
nation  will  express  itself  as  before  by 
means  of  its  national  language,  and  this 
language  will  independently  develop  and  en- 
rich itself  in  correspondence  with  the  spirit- 


ual development  of  the  nation.  The  same 
as  with  the  national  language  will  it  be  with 
the  national  psychology.  Not  mixing 
themselves  through  marriage  with  strange 
races,  at  the  same  time  living  constantly 
in  the  same  surroundings  of  natural  influ- 
ences, each  nationality  will  independently 
preserve,  develop  and  strengthen  its  indi- 
vidual psychology,  bearing  a  national  tint 
in  all  the  manifestations  of  its  creative 
genius.  Not  to  a  coalescence  of  nationali- 
ties does  the  natural  process  lead,  but  to 
a  security  of  a  complete  independence.  Wars- 
will  cease,  custom  houses  will  be  abolished, 
but  individual  dissimilarity,  innate  in  a  race, 
will  never  disappear;  eternally  maintained 
by  differences  of  soil  and  climate  it  will  not 
in  the  least  prevent  the  friendly  progress, 
and  mutual  respect  of  nations. 

The  preservation  of  national  individuality 
not  only  appears  entirely  "unavoidable"  but 
in  the  highest  degree  "desirable."  We  call 
the  nature  of  a  country  happy  and  rich, 
where  grow  the  palm  and  the  cedar,  the 
cherry  and  the  oak,  where  there  are  moun- 
tains and  forests  and  lakes,  and  on  the  con- 
trary we  call  a  nation  poor  and  miserly 
where  the  country's  vegetation  is  monoto- 
nous and  the  landscape  the  same  all  over. 
No  one  ever  saw  an  Ideal  in  monotony;  on 
the  contrary,  we  instinctively  and  con- 
sciously always  prefer  variations,  harmoni- 
ously but  independently  existing  and  de- 
veloping near  one  another. 

And  a  man  cannot  be  an  exception  to 
this  ideal.  If  national  differences  would  be 
absent,  then  in  the  interest  of  humanity  it 
would  be  necessary  to  invent  them,  so  that 
the  human  spirit  could  manifest  itself  in  a 
multiform  variety  of  tints.  If  we  under- 
stand progress  as  an  aspiration  to  the  great- 
est and  richest  complexity  of  manifestations 
of  life  and  not  to  the  greatest  monotony, 
then  we  niust  value  the  individuality  no  less 
than  we  value  the  inviolability  of  each  hu- 
man personality,  and  if  no  sacrifice  is  to  be 
regretted  for  the  correction  of  social  dis- 
order, which  oppresses  individuality,  then 
no  sacrifice  is  to  be  regretted  in  the  struggle 
to  secure  legal  inviolability  for  national  in- 
dividuality. 

(To   be  Coutinued.) 
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To  Agricultural  Implement  Manufacturers 


The  Adrantage  in  Palestine  and  Asia  Minor  Pointed  Out  bjr  Leon  Haim,  Agricultural  Engineecv 

in  "American  Induttriefl." 


[A  ven-  interesting  and  valuable  contribu- 
tion on  the  development  of  Palestine,  which 
has  added  value  because  it  was  written  for  a 
prominent  industrial  magazine,  appeared  on 
March  15,  in  American  Industries,  written  by 
Leon  Haim,  an  agricultural  .engineer.  We  are 
pleased  to  be  able  to  present  it  to  our  readers.] 


I  beg  to  submit  these  few  notes,  taken  on 
the  spot,  to  American  manufacturers  wishing 
to  extend  their  foreign  trade  and  to  conquer 
foreign  markets  which  at  present  are  taking 
their   supplies   from   the  European   industries. 

Since  the  building  of  the  several  railways 
intended  to  cross  Palestine  has  been  begun  the 
process  of  colonization  by  German,  Hebrew 
and  other  settlers  has  assumed  great  activity, 
and  the  prospects  are  for  a  new  period  preg- 
nant  with   further  developments. 

There  are  now  four  centers  of  German  colo- 
nization, namely  Jerusalem,  Haiffa.  Sarona  and 
Wilhelmina,  their  prosperity  causing  a  feel- 
ing of  admiration  in  those  who  saw  their  birth 
and  their  evolution.  This  colonization  is  ac- 
tively backed  and  prompted  by  the  Berlin  Gov^ 
emment.  being  also  assisted  by  active  mis- 
sionary work,  ably  conducted.  The  Deutsche 
Palestina  Bank,  with  headquarters  in  the  coun- 
try, is  helping  the  emigration  movement  by 
extending  advances  of  funds  to  immigrants 
with  great   facility   for  payment. 

The  centers  of  Jewish  colonization  to-day 
number  four.  Judea.  Samaria,  Galilee  and  Ti- 
berias. Thev  include  a  total  of  .seventeen 
colonies.  The  old  Rothschild  colonies  are  at 
present  managed  by  a  Jewish  society  which 
ha«  been  continuing  the  same  work  as  for- 
merly. Since  they  took  charge  the  same  so- 
dety  has  established  ten  new  colonies,  two 
centers  for  farming  on  shares  and  a  model 
farm  at  Sedjcra,  the  latter  with  an  area  of 
6400  acres. 
Besides    the    above   two   colonizing   sources. 


Zionibt  societies  and  agents  began  nearly  four 
years  ago  to  visit  Palestine,  looking  for  a  suit- 
able ground  for  their  operations.  The  Anglo- 
Palestine  Bank,  the  financial  agent  of  the 
Zionist  movement,  managed,  through  the  pro- 
tection of  the  English  Government,  to  secure 
a  footlipld.  and  has  already  commenced  putting 
its  projects  into  execution. 

When  the  country  has  been  penetrated  by 
new  railways,  work  on  which  is  now  being 
actively  pushed,  it  will  soon  become  possible 
to  cultivate  the  lands  in  the  Bissau,  Naplusa 
and  Hauran  districts  and  in  the  valley  of  the 
Jordan  river.  The  new  Haifa  railway,  across 
the  wide  extent  of  the  Ezdrelon  plains,  reached 
Bissau  a  year  ago,  its  extension  will  connect 
with  the  Jerusalem  railway  following  the  Jor- 
dan river,  run  across  the  whole  Hauran  terri- 
tory and  end  at  its  junction  with  the  Damascus 
line.  By  facilitating  agricultural  work  in  these 
especially  favored  regions  the  new  railroads 
will  have  a  powerful  stimulating  effect  on 
colonization,  which  they  will  both  encourage 
and   develop. 

German  immigrants  use  modern  agricultural 
implements.  As  to  Jewish  colonists  (who  are 
far  from  being  as  good  and  proficient  farmers 
as  the  former)  Jewish  managers  of  the  colo- 
nizing societies  are  making  strenuous  efforts 
to  compel  them  to  cultivate  their  land  with  im- 
proved implements,  this  condition  of  affairs 
offering  exceptionally  good  chances  of  success 
to  dealers.  A  good  equipment  in  agricultural 
implements  for  a  Jewish  colonist  cultivating 
a  hundred  acre  farm  will  be  as  follows :  Two 
strong  European  plows,  two  plows  of  the 
Arabian  type  for  sowing  grain,  one  harrow, 
one  clod  breaker,  one  horse  rake  for  two 
colonists,  one  binder  for  three  colonists,  one 
grain  sorter  for  four  colonists. 

The  country  is  exclusively  an  agricultural 
one.  Cultivation  is  extensive,  the  product  con- 
sisting   of    lima    beans,    chick    peas,    sesame, 
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lentile,  Indian  corn  and  sorghum.  The  cul- 
tivation of  grain  on  a  large  scale  is  progressing 
and  therefore  the  need  of  grain  drills  and 
harvesting  machines  is  imperatively  felt,  as 
well  as  that  of  threshers.  The  ground  is  very 
well  prepared  for  a  thorough  introduction  of 
all  of  these  implements;  it  would  be  enough  to 
have  a  technical  man  to  push  the  articles  a 
little  bit  in  order  to  make  them  thoroughly 
popular.  The  binder  lost  popularity  to  some 
extent  in  consequence  of  the  difficulty  offered 
.by  its  management  and  of  the  apparent  in- 
tricacy of  its  mechanism,  as  colonists  feared 
to  have  trouble  with  such  intricate  devices. 
To-day,  however,  they  have  become  more  fa- 
miliar with  the  machine,  and  the  few  colonists 
using  it  positively  state  that,  by  contracting 
for  reaping  their  neighbor's  harvest,  they  have 
managed  to  pay  for  their  binders  in  one  or 
two  seasons.  Thus  no  time  should  be  lost  in 
conducting   an   energetic  campaign. 

Steam  threshers  of  large  capacity  are  hardly 
in  use;  their  lack  of  popularity  must  be 
ascribed  to  the  high  price  of  the  fuel.  Prefer- 
ence will  always  be  given  to  threshers  run  by 
horse  power  or  by  an  oil  engine  over  steam 
threshing  machines.  Harvester-threshers  are 
utterly  unknown  in  the  country,  and  yet  this 
type  of  machine  is  the  one  that  has  the  great- 
est future  in  store  in  these  countries. 

The  work  of  breaking  new  ground  and 
placing  newly  recovered  land  under  cultiva- 
tion, as  well  as  deep  plowing  for  the  plant- 
ing of  a  few  special  trees,  such  as  orange  and 
olive  trees  and  vines,  is  being  conducted  in  a 
steady  and  progressive  manner.  Societies  are 
being  organized  everywhere  towards  estab- 
lishing new  orange  groves,  as  well  as  new 
olive  groves  like  those  created  in  Samaria  in 
1903.  As  the  best  season  for  sowing  is  a  very 
short  one  and  the  seed  has  to  be  buried  very 
deep  in  order  to  find  moisture  that  will  keep 
it  alive  during  the  dry  season,  light  gang 
plows  would  only  require  some  energetic  mis- 
sionary work,  with  a  little  method  in  the  work 
of  introduction,  in  order  finally  to  be  substi- 
tuted everywhere  for  the  primitive  method, 
which  consists  of  sowing  grain  or  other  seeds 
with   the   assistance   of   Arabian   plows. 


In  consequence  of  the  very  low  price  of 
petroleum  in  Jaffa  and  the  neighboring  coun- 
try, the  o!d-style  chain  pumps  operated  by 
horse  power,  which  were  used  for  irrigating 
purposes  in  orange  groves,  are  now  being  re- 
placed by  pumps  driven  by  oil  engines.  As 
European  colonists  and  methods  are  getting 
farther  and  farther  into  the  countr>',  a  small 
flour  milling  industry  has  been  springing  up 
and  assuming  a  wonderful  development.  Naza- 
reth, a  city  with  only  7,000  inhabitants,  has 
eight  small  flour  mills  of  one  or  two  unit  ele^ 
ments  each,  which  are  driven  by  oil  engines. 
That  district  is  very  poor  in  natural  water 
courses  for  irrigation  purposes,  and  this  de- 
ficiency is  supplied  by  the  boring  of  wells  and 
by  utilizing  natural  springs. 

Work  is  about  completed  on  the  Constanti- 
nople to  Bagdad  line.  This  road,  which  is  to 
run  along  the  whole  valley  of  the  Euphrates 
River,  with  a  branch  line  going  to  Messina, 
Alexandretta  and  .\dalia,  will  cause  a  renewal 
of  activity  in  the  vilayets  of  Broussa,  An- 
gora, Koneih,  Armenia,  and  also  most  es- 
pecially in  the  vilayet  of  Adana  and  through 
the  provinces  of  Mesopotamia  and  Irak-Arabi. 

By  using  good  judgment  in  selecting  one  or 
two  intelligent  native  farmers,  in  a  given 
district  and  in  gaining  them  as  recruits  to 
the  cause  of  modern  machinery,  the  best  meth- 
od of  advertising  would  be  adopted,  as  well 
as  the  best  method  for  conducting  efficient 
missionary  work  and  conquering  the  market 
of  a  whole  region.  Moreover,  work  along  this 
direction  is  considerably  favored  and  facili- 
tated by  the  frequent  recurrences  of  a  labor 
crisis,  such  as  the  one  experienced  in  1903  at 
the  time  work  was  under  way  on  big  railroad 
contracts. 

The  ownership  of  land  is  such  a  thorough- 
ly agricultural  country,  the  evolution  and  de- 
velopment of  which  is  continuously  progress- 
ing, appears  to  be  very  desirable,  and  the 
question  is  more  and  more  closely  looked  into 
every  day  by  wealthy  capitalists,  as  well  as 
by  European  stock  companies  organized  in 
Germany,    England    and    other    countries. 

Agricultural  implements  enter  all  ports 
throughout    the    Turkish    Empire    duty    free. 
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The    Nostrum   of   the   German  Assimflators 


By  Caspar  Lctim 


The  opponents  of  Zionism  consist  of  three 
classes :     the    indifferent,    the    assimilationists 
and  the  honest  Jews.    The  indifferent  are  op- 
posed not   only  to  Zionism,  but  to  any  move- 
ment which   would  bring  in  a  disturbing  ele-  ^J 
ment   into    their  smung  selfcontentment.     The 
means  to  bring  them  into  our  camp  do  not  ma- 
terially differ,  therefore,  from  those  to  be  used 
ID   rouse    them   to  any   ideal.     The   assimila- 
tionists, bent  on  destroying  Judaism,  must,  of 
course,  be    irreconcilable  enemies  of  anything 
that  tends  to  perpetuate  it.    The  honest  Jews, 
however,    do   not  differ   from  the   Zionists   in 
their   aims   of   upholding  Judaism  and   trans- 
mitting it   to  their  posterity;  the  only  obstacle 
to  their  joining  our  ranks  lies  in  their  cling- 
ing to   certain   views  and  beliefs  promulgated 
by  the   assimilationists.     Since   they   mean    it 
honest'y,  they  are  accessible  to  argirments ;  and 
I  shall  subject  their  views  to  a  critical  analysis. 
This  last  class  is  almost  entirely  limited  to 
the  heirs  of  the  German  Ghetto.     When  the 
old  German  Ghetto  was  about  to  break  down 
its  medieval   walls,  its   leaders  tried  to  adapt 
their  old  Judaism  to  the  new  conditions  con- 
fronting  them.     The   religious  break  in  their 
lives,  and  the  rationalistic-atheistic  philosophy 
of  the    times,   had   emptied   their   soul   of   its 
Jewish  contents;  the  virulence  of  anti-Semit- 
ism and  the  political  theories  of  the  age  were 
all  factors  in  the  concoction  of  their  nostrum. 
That  nostrum  had   three   ingredients.     One 
ingredient   was  intended  to  meet  the  concep- 
tion of  the  political  state  which  then  obtained. 
In  agreement  with  the  theory  that  state  and 
nation  are  co-extensive  and  convertible  terms, 
they    denied    Jewish    nationalism.      Judaism, 
they  proclaimed,  is  merely  a  form  of  religious 
belief.     We   are  Germans,  or   Frenchmen,  of 
the  Mosaic  confession.     Although  modem  po- 
litical science  has  thrown  the  old  nation  of  the 
state  into  the  lumber-yard  of  outlived  theories, 
the  conservative  nature  of  the   Jewish   char- 


fcter  still  clings  to  the  old-fogey  nostrum, 
hich,  at  its  best,  was  merely  designed  for 
^outside  consumption,  and,  as  such,  has  failed 
ingloriously ;  for  there  is  not  a  Gentile  out- 
side of  the  insane  asylum,  who  could  be  per- 
suaded that  the  Jews  are  not  a  nation.  And 
nobody  could  blame  him  for  it.  For  aside 
from  the  fact  that  he  is  ever  conscious  of  the 
racial  difference  between  himself  and  the  Jew, 
if  he  should  look  up  the  Dictionary  of  Politi- 
cal Science,  he  would  find  there  the  definitiotr 
of  Renan :  "A  nation  is  a  body  of  men  hav- 
ing a  common  history,  cherishing  in  common 
its  achievements  in  the  past,  and  holding  com- 
mon ideals  for  the  future."  If  the  Jews,  then, 
are  not  a  nation,  who  are?  This  doctrine  is, 
fortunately,  limited  to  the  heirs  of  the  German 
Ghetto,  a  very  small  minority.  If  the  great 
body  of  Jews  should  ever  adopt  this  doctrine, 
they  might  one  day  awake  to  the  fact  that 
they  had  dug  their  own  political  grave.  For 
the  necessary  corollary  to  it,  and  in  fact,  the 
openly-stated  doctrine,  is  that  if  we  are  a 
nation,  we  have  no  claim  to  citizenship.  Since 
all  Christians  believe  that  we  are  a  nation, 
and,  in  fact,  can  scientifically  prove  the  cor- 
rectness of  their  belief,  our  enemies  could  take 
us  at  our  word  and  deny  us  citizenship.  In 
a  paper  written  some  years  ago,  I  have  out- 
lined the  theory  of  the  modern  political  state. 
A  well-meaning  son  of  the  German  Ghetto 
remarked  to  me  on  reading  it:  "This  is  so- 
ciahsm !"  To  me  that  was  a  reminder  of  Rus- 
sian conditions;  whoever  is  against  the  bloody 
regime  is  dubbed  a  nihilist  and  anarchist 

The  second  ingredient  of  the  nostrum  was 
intended  as  a  panacea  against  anti-Semitism. 
The  children  of  the  Ghetto  have,  of  course, 
suffered  persecution  in  all  countries;  but  the 
child  of  the  German  Ghetto  was  the  most 
wretched  victim.  The  effect  of  persecution 
in  the  Polish  Ghetto,  for  instance,  was  merely, 
or  chiefly,   felt   in   the    spheres   of  economics 
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and  politics — but  the  German  Jew  was  crushed 
also  in  spirit.  This  difference  was  due  to 
various  reasons.  In  the  first  place,  to  the 
virulence  and  refined  cruelty  of  German  anti- 
Semitism.  One  need  only  think  of  the  Jew  tax 
on  entering  a  city,  of  the  cry  *Jud,  mores' 
by  every  gamin,  and  of  the  infamous  marriage 
laws  of  but  half  a  century  ago,  which  reduced 
the  denizen  of  the  Ghetto  to  the  level  of  the 
"beast.  In  the  second  place,  the  German  Ghetto 
was  kept  up  long  after  the  entire  German  na- 
tion had  emerged  from  medieval  barbarity. 
A  comparison  between  himself  and  his  far 
advanced  Christian  neighbor  had  the  effect 
of  impressing  the  child  of  the  Ghetto  with  his 
own  inferiority,  and  thus  crushed  his  spirit. 
In  the  third  place,  the  spiritual  and  mental  life 
of  the  German  Ghetto  was  more  or  less  bare. 
The  Jew  of  the  Polish  Ghetto  found  both  con- 
solation and  an  effective  antidote  against  the 
deleterious  influences  of  outside  persecution 
in  his  intense  study  of  Hebrew  literature.  He 
always  stood  mentally  and  morally  higher  than 
the  native  population,  and  the  consciousness  of 
his  superiority  never  left  him.  From  the 
German  Ghetto  Jewish  learning  had  disap- 
peared for  centuries ;  it  had  to  import  its  rab- 
bis and  teachers  from  Poland,  just  as  it  must 
do  it  now  from  Hungary  and  the  Slovakei. 
They  thus  lacked  the  most  effective  remedy 
against  the  depression  of  spirit.  One  of  the 
results  of  this  depressed  spirit  was  the  tacit 
adoption  of  the  claim  of  their  enemies  that 
the  Jew  himself  was  responsible  for  the  exis- 
tence of  anti-Semitism.  The  compounders  of 
the  nostrum  were  ready  with  the  remedy. 
They  preached  self-effacement  and  suppres- 
sion of  individuality.  That  this  remedy  is 
a  quack  medicine,  history  has  already  de- 
monstrated. What  effect  such  suppression 
might  have,  in  the  long  run,  on  the  character 
of  the  German  Jew,  a  tyro  in  psychology 
could  easily  foretell. 

This  side  of  German  Judaism  is  very  sad 
and  pathetic  and,  like  everything  pathetic,  it 
is  apt  sometimes  to  shade  off  into  the  comic. 
I  am  thinking  of  the  trustees  of  a  Moravian 
congregation,  who,  a  few  years  ago,  after  an 
active  campaign  of  Austrian  anti-Semitism, 
decided  to  forestall  a  future  anti-Semitic 
outbreak  by  a  change  in  the  ritual ! 


The  third  ingredient  of  the  nostrum  is  the 
famous  mission  doctrine.  It  has  its  roots  in 
the  afore-mentioned  depression  of  spirit  and 
in  moral  cowardice,  on  the  one  hand,  and  in 
the  loss  of  all  religious  faith,  on  the  other. 
The  Ghetto  doctors  were  unable  to  rise  to 
the  manly,  self-respecting  and  only  true  con- 
ception, that  one's  right  to  existence  is  the 
mere  fact  of  his  already  existing;  but  they 
chitched  at  the  servile  and  degrading  claim 
of  the  Jew's  usefulness.  Such  a  claim,  it 
can  safely  be  said,  would  not  enter  the  head 

(even  of  a  Hottentot.  Why  should  the 
Jews,  of  all  peoples,  have  to  apologize  for 
their  existence?  If  they  suffer  persecuL;o!>.  it 
is  not  for  want  of  right,  but  for  lack  of  might. 
As  far  as  the  outside  world  goes,  moreover, 
the  utilitarian  claim  has  to  be  acknowledged 
by  it:  in  other  words,  the  world  must  admit 
the  inferiority  of  its  own  moral  and  religious 
teachings.  Now,  if  it  did  admit  it,  the  neces- 
sity for  the  mission  would  at  once  cease,  and 
the  Jew's  claim  of  usefulness  would  have  no 
basis:  while,  if  it  deny  it,  as  it  does,  the  mis- 
sion pretention  proclaimed  from  the  house- 
tops could  only  be  looked  at  by  it  as  imperti- 
nent bluster,  and  form  the  most  potent  incite- 
ment to  anti-Semitism. 

As  far  as  the  Jew  himself  is  concerned,  the 
mission  doctrine  is  even  a  more  egregious 
failure.  Having  Vmptied  Judaism  of  every 
element  that  appealed  to  Jewish  sentiment, 
they  substituted  the  un-Jewish  mission  ideal. 
That  ideal  is  so  distant  and  so  shadowy  that 
it  can  be  sustained  only  by  a  religious  enthusi- 
ast. It  can  never  appeal  to  the  emotions  of 
the  average  man.  Moreover,  it  is  out  of  tune 
with  Jewish  pychology.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
while  the  first  two  ingredients  of  the  nostrum 
have  impressed  themselves  on  the  German 
Jew  to  such  an  extent  as  to  influence  his 
thought  and  action,  the  mission  remains  limited 
to   pulpit   cant. 

As  long  as  the  German  Jew  will  co'^tinue 
to  drag  along  this  slave  burden  of  the  Ghetto, 

^  ho  can  not  claim  that  he  is  emancipated: 
the  poor   Polish   Jew,   with   all   the  disadvan- 

j  tagcs  which  come  in  the  train  of  political  dis- 

■  f ranch iscment   and    economic   depression,    is    a 

■  far     freer    man     than    his     German    brother. 
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An  Appeal  to  American  Jews 


The  Late  Zionitt  Uttwraoce  of  th«  Late  Dr.  L.  N.  Dembitz 


[\  FFAV  weeks  before  his  death,  Dr.  Lewis 
K.  Dembitz  sent  into  the  office  of  the 
Federation  the  subjoined  appeal,  which  he 
wished  to  have  circulated  among  the  Jews 
of  America.  It  was  the  expression  of  his 
firm  belief  in  the  possibility  of  reaching 
loyal  American  Jews  upon  the  basis  of 
helping  in  the  development  of  Palestine. 
The  Federation  knew  that  Dr.  Dembitz's 
reputation  in  America  warranted  the  publica- 
tion of  such  an  appeal.  For  years  the  illus- 
trious scholar  had  worked  in  behalf  of 
every  good  Jewish  cause.  His  name  had 
become  a  synonym  for  loyalty  to  Judaism, 
devotion  to  Jewish  knowledge,  and  en- 
thusiasm in  old  age.  The  Federation  await- 
ed, therefore,  a  favorable  opportunity  for 
the  publication  of  his  appeal.  It  waited  a 
few  weeks  too  long,  and  now,  with  the 
spirit  of  the  genial  scholar  hushed  in  death, 
il  presents  to  the  Ameci'*an  Jewish  world 
the  last  word  of  Dr.  Dembitz  on  a  subject 
which  made  his  last  years  beautiful  in  hope- 
fulness and  glowing  with  the  enthusiasm  of 
vouth.j 


An  opportunity  has  come  for  a  man  of 
wealth  to  link  his  name  with  a  cause  which, 
if  -successful,  will  rank  high  in  the  great 
events  of  history. 

In  538  B.  C.  E.  Judea.  or  Palestine,  was  a 
waste:  Samaria,  the  strip  of  land  to  its  north, 
waf  peopled  by  an  Assyrian  colony;  Galilee 
partly  by  Canaanites,  partly  by  weak  rem- 
nants of  the  northern  tribes  having  but  a  faint 
remembrance  of  Israel's  law.  Arabian  nomads 
roamed  east  of  the  Jordan. 

In  that  year  Cyrus,  King  of  Persia,  con- 
quered Babylon.  Zerubbabel,  great-grandson 
of  an  exiled  King  of  Judah,  found  access  to 
the  King  in  whose  dominions  the  exiles  from 
Judah  now  Hved,  gained  his  ear  and  obtained 
permission  for  his  brethren  to  return  to  their 
home.  There  was,  it  seems,  some  delay:  but 
under  King  Darius  some  forty  thousand  Jews, 
men.  women  and  children,  assisted  in  money 
by  their  neighbors  icho  stayed  in  Babylonia, 
crossed    the    Jordan    and    rebuilt    Jerusalem. 


They  and  their  children  carried  on  a  new 
commonwealth  and  the  services  of  a  new  tem- 
ple for  nearly  six  hundred  years.  The  re- 
turn of  Zerubbabel  and  his  host,  the  new 
temple  and  the  new  state,  not  only  perpetuated 
the  Jewish  religion,  but  paved  the  way  for 
Christianity  and  for  Islam.  None  can  con- 
ceive how  mankind  would  have  fared  if  Zerub- 
babel had  not  been  a  successful  Zionist. 

When  Titus  destroyed  the  Temple,  Judea 
again  became  a  howling  wilderness.  When, 
fifty  years  later,  the  Romans  quelled  the  re- 
bellion of  Bar  Kochba,  Galilee  also  lost  most 
of  its  Jews  by  death  or  exile.  From  that  time 
to  near  the  end  of  the  i8th  century,  they  have 
steadily  prayed  for  a  return  to  their  old  seat, 
but  made  no  effort  to  carry  out  their  wish. 
In  the  eighties  of  this  century,  by  the  aid  of 
the  Baron  Edmond  de  Rothschild,  Russian 
Jews  fleeing  from  massacre,  planted  a  few 
weak  colonies  of  farmers  and  vintners,  which 
for  a  long  time  were  not  self-supporting,  and 
attracted    very    little    attention. 

But  in  1895,  the  Lovers  of  Zion  found  a 
leader  in  Dr.  Theodore  Herzl,  of  Vienna. 
With  his  book,  "The  Jewish  State,"  he  opened 
up  to  many  Jews  and  to  not  a  few  thoughtful 
Gentiles  the  possibiHty  of  establishing  an  au- 
tonomous Jewish  community  in  the  Holy 
Land,  and  ushered  in  Zionism,  properly  so- 
called.  In  i8q6  the  first  Congress  of  Zionists 
met  at  Basle  in  Switzerland;  other  congresses 
have  followed  it,  each  representing  a  wider 
constituency  than  its  predecessor.  In  each 
land  the  Zionists  have  gathered  in  separate 
bodies:  the  Federation  of  American  Zionists 
is  one  of  the  largest. 

As  of  old,  in  the  days  of  Zerubbabel,  it  is 
not  said  that  all  the  Jews  should  go  to  Pal*- 
cstine :  but  those  who  by  money  or  otherwise 
help  their  brethren  to  go.  are  good  Zionists. 

Theodore  Herzl  died  of  overwork  in  1904. 
Like  Moses  and  like  Samuel,  he  refused  all 
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rewards  from  his  adherents;  and  gave  all  his 
waking  hours  to  labor,  either  for  Zion's  cause 
or  for  the  daily  paper  from  which  he  drew 
a  salary  for  his  family's  support.  He  had  re- 
lied wholly  on  the  good-will  of  the  great 
powers,  especially  of  Kaiser  Wilhelm,  to  gain 
for  the  Jews  a  "legally  assured  home";  he 
rather  discouraged  individual  settlements  in 
Palestine,  as  long  as  he  had  no  diplomatic 
guarantees.  But  since  his  death,  the  execu- 
tive committee  of  the  organization  has,  it 
seems,  encouraged  settlers  buying  and  selling 
land  and  furthering  new  industries  to  plant 
vineyards  and  olive  groves.  It  is  now  recog- 
nized on  scriptural  grounds  that  the  country 
east  of  the  Jordan  as  far  as  the  Euphrates  is 
potentially  a  part  of  Israel's  home — thus  the 
Zionists  and  the  Sultan  will  reach  an  agree- 
ment more  easily  than  if  the  former  insist  on 
the  allotments  to  the  tribes. 

A  bank,  the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust,  has 
been  founded  in  aid  of  the  movement;  it  will 
have  to  stand  as  tax-farmer  between  the  Jew- 
ish settlers  and  the  Porte,  to  guard  the  former 
against  the  greed  of  Turkish  officialdom. 
Subscriptions  to  its  stock,  which  yields  a  small 
dividend,  arc  still  coming  in,  but  the  greater 
part  is  still  unsold. 

The  wealthier  Jews  as  a  rule  have  so  far 
held  back  from  Zionism.  Some  of  them  have 
gone  into  the  territorialist  movement,  which 
aims  to  establish  an  autonomous  home  for 
persecuted  Jews  somewhere  cUc  than  in   Pal 


estine.  Zionism  has  also  a  higher  and  nobler 
purposes;  and  it  has  already  entered  on  the 
stage  of  practical  work  by  settling  thousands 
of  self-supporting  men  and  women  in  the 
shade  of  their  vines  and  their  olive  trees; 
while  the  territorialists  are  still  casting  about 
to  find  a  fit  territory*.  Zionism  has  its  inspira- 
tion in  the  love  of  the  Jew  for  the  land  of  hi» 
fathers;  territorialism  lacks  this  strong  mo- 
tive. 

If  some  great  well-to-do  American  Jews- 
would  subscribe  for  the  still  unsold  stock  in 
the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust,  or  still  better,  drop 
a  few  millions  into  the  National  Fund,  the 
movement  would  at  once  take  such  a  rapid 
step  forward  that  the  subscribers'  names  would 
be  irrevocably  linked  with  such  a  notable  his- 
toric event  as  the  restoration  of  the  Jewish 
state. 

If  any  of  the  very  rich  men  or  women  of 
this  country  feel  any  interest  in  Zionism,  they 
should  write  to  the  secretary  of  the  Federa- 
t'on.  Dr.  J.  L.  Magnes,  of  New  York,  and  I 
have  no  doubt  that  he  will  furnish  them  with 
all  required  information  as  to  the  progress  and 
prospects  of  the  movement. 

The  writer  of  this  appeal  is  in  age  the  old- 
est member  in  the  executive  board  of  the 
Federation  of  American  Zionists  and  has  writ- 
ten this  entirely  on  his  own  initiative  and  upon 
hi>   own   responsibility. 

Lewis   N.   Dembitz. 
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TO  ZION 

ZioN,  fair  Zion,  my  home  across  the  sea! 
Will  I  ever  realize  the  dream  I  dreamed  of  thee? 
Will  I  see  thy  holy  hills,  kissed  by  the  noonday  sun? 
Will  I  hear  the  sweet  birds  sing,  when  my  labor's  done? 

Many  years  I  hoped  and  sighed. 
In  hopes  and  sighs  my  sires  died. 
Yet  I  hope,  and  strive  and  wait. 
And  pray  my  hopes  are  not  too  late. 

Edward  Fisher  Brown. 


The  Anniversary 


By  Zevi  Meier 


Becal'se  Leah,  lior  eight-year  old  lame 
daughter,  needed  a  less  ragged  dress  to  go 
to  school  in,  Sarah  Lopp,  wife  to  Shmayah 
or  Sam  Lopp,  presser  in  Levinsky's  sweat- 
shop, found  her  long-mislaid  marriage 
certificate,  and  recovered  the  forgotten  date 
of  her  marriage.  She  imparted  the  news  to 
Shmayah.  her  husband,  at  half-past  six  in 
the  morning,  just  as  he  was  setting  out  for 
the  shop: 

"Do  you  know,  jewel  mine,  what  day 
it  is  to-day?" 

'*What  do  you  want  now?  Payde'  it  is 
not.  The  butcher  doesn't  want  to  give  any 
more   meat?" 

"Fool!  idiot!  Always  bills,  always  money! 
I  eat  the  meat  myself?" 
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"Shah!  Shah!  What  sort  of  holiday  is 
it  then?*' 

"See  how  he  doesn't  remember!  I  wish 
wish  1  had  never  known  that  day!  Ah, 
ah,  how  much  I  have  suffered  for  you! 
And  he  doesn't  remember!" 

"What's  the  matter,  what  is  it?  Why 
don't  you  speak  out?  Lll  be  late  for  my 
work." 

"Don't  you  realize,  Shmaikele,  that  it  is 
our  wedding  day?  Ten  black  years  have 
I  suffered  through  for  your  sake!  What  do 
I   get   out   of  it!'' 

"So-so — to-day  is  ten  years  after  our  wed- 
ding. To-day — ten  years — ah!  And  you  re- 
member it?" 

"I  have  even  our  certificate  yet.  See!" 
She  showed  him  the  certificate  recovered 
from    the    folds    of    the    old    prayer-shawl 
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Shmayah  had  bought  as  a  newly  married 
head  of  a  family  ten  years  ago. 

He  examined  it  with  quiet  wonder.  "Our 
certificate.  Ten  years!  So!  Ah,  how  the 
years  have  gone.     Sarah " 

lUit  Sarah  had  glanced  at  the  alarm 
clock.  "Go  quick,  lazy  one,"  she  broke  in; 
"you  will  be  late,  you  will  be  docked!  Woe 
is  to  my  years!  Go!"  And  Shmayah  stu^n- 
bled  out  with  what  haste  he  could,  murmur- 
ing "Our  wedding  day,  ten  years — our  wed- 
ding day!"  As  he  walked  along,  his  heart 
warmed  painfully  with  the  thought:  "It  is 
an  anniversary.  Why  not  celebrate  it — 
bring  home  a  dozen  bananas,  or  a  few 
apples,  or  perhaps  some  delicacy  to  add 
to  the  supper — a  white  fish,  perhaps?  Let 
the  children  at  least  know !  Let  them  have  a 
little  pleasure  out  of  it!'' 

The  thought  grew  comforting  and  he 
stood  up  to  his  work  brighter-eyed  under 
its  influence,  until  the  talk  in  the  shop 
forced  this  strange  visitor  out  of  his  mind 
altogether,  and,  as  his  iron  pressed  smooth 
the  creases  of  trousers  and  coats,  his 
thoughts  were  smoothed  into  the  wonted 
routine  of  the  long  day.  For  all  he  was, 
with  his  iron  in  his  hand,  the  anniversary 
need  never  have  been 

Now.  at  last,  it  is  half-past  six  in  the 
shop.  The  others,  button-hole  makers,  fin- 
ishers, cutters,  are  already  gone.  His  shad- 
ow, gigantic  in  the  flickering,  yellow  gas- 
light, the  presser  still  stoops  over  his  stand 
finishing  the  "job"  which  must  be  delivered 
to-morrow.  On  the  cutting  table,  swinging 
sr)mnolent  legs,  sits  Levinsky,  corpulent,  his 
eyes  narrowed  with  fat,  a  stenchy  cigarette 
in  his  mouth.  "Yeh  Semke,"  he  is  saying, 
"de  business  is  rotten.  Eight  orders  for  a 
holl  ye'r."  Semke  nods  and  sighs,  drawing 
his  iron  over  the  last  trousers'  leg.  Hi» 
job  is  finished.  He  pulls  down  his  shirt, 
fastens  it  at  the  throat,  draws  up  his  trou- 
sers, binds  a  paper  collar  with  a  smutted 
necktie  round  his  neck,  and  puts  on  a 
baggy  coat  which  hangs  loose  on  his  emaci- 
ated form.  Taking  a  grimy  hat  from  under 
the  cutting-table,  he  fills  it  out  where  it  has 
been  knocked  in  and  sets  it  carefully  on  his 
unkempt  head.    With  a  slow  turn  toward  his 


boss,  who  is  shutting  off  the  gas,  he  bids  a 
raucous,  hollow  good-night  which  the  boss 
answers  with  a  grunt  and  without  turning 
his  head.  The  presser  shuffles  out  into  the 
street.  Dull,  unobservant,  he  drags  foot 
after  foot  through  the  rigid  many-odored 
streets,  lined  with  push-carts  over  which 
gasolene  lamps  shed  flare  and  smell.  His 
pace  does  not  quicken  as  he  approaches  his 
home  on  Jefferson  street.  With  the  same 
slow,  mechanical  precision  he  mounts  the 
long  flights  of  stairs,  pausing  on  each 
landing,  while  two  or  three  of  his  children, 
catching  sight  of  him,  run  down  to  meet 
him,  one  clasping  his  hand,  another  his 
coat-tail  and  still  another  pattering  head- 
long up  the  steep,  many-staired  flight, 
shouting  "Der  Tatte  kumt.'  He  enters  his 
home,  dimly  lighted  by  a  single,  flickering 
gas-jet.  He  takes  off  coat  and  collar 
wearily,  while  his  limping  little  daughter, 
just  permitted  to  walk ,  removes  his  hat. 
Wordless,  he  seats  himself  beside  the  pine- 
table,  his  eye  roving  about  in  search  of 
his  wife.  Finally  he  says  flatly,  without 
the  least  animation: 

"Where's   the   mother?'* 

"She's  gone  down  to  the  grocery  to  buy 
bread  and  herring." 

He  waits,  resting  his  hand  on  his  head. 

His  wife  comes  in  gasping:  "Oh,  you*re 
here  at  last,  my  fine  fellow!  W^here  have 
you  been  so  long?  The  bones  start  out 
from  the  flesh  waiting  for  him.  The  sup- 
per gets  cold,  the  food  gets  greasy,  the 
meat  dries  up,  the  children  fall  to  pieces 
for  hunger — but  who  cares?  He  forgets  he 
has  a  family  waiting  for  him.  And  now  go 
and  prepare  a  fresh  table!  Oh,  ma3^  my 
troubles  pour  themselves  out  in  your  head! 
W^here  have  you  been  loitering  so  long?'* 
In  the  meantime  she  bustles  about,  rattling 
the  plates  upon  the  table,  washing  the 
herring  under  the  faucet  at  the  sink,  cutting 
it  up,  skin  and  all,  and  placing  it  before 
him. 

He  listens  and  watches  without  move- 
ment. When  she  is  done  for  very  lack  of 
breath,  he  replies  with  the  unchangfing 
wearied  measuredness:  "I  had  to  finish  a 
job,  which  must  be  delivered  to-morrow." 
She  does  not  answer,  slamming  the  stove- 
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He  eats,  the  children,  whose  importunities 
door  on  a  plate  of  black-looking  meat, 
had  got  them  their  supper  an  hour  ago, 
grouped  about  the  table,  watching  his  every 
mouthful  with  avid  eyes.  He  looks  about 
him — one  is  missing.  "Where  is  Feivile?" 
he  asks.  Feivile  is  his  first-born,  clever  at 
school   and  clever  at   the   sale   of   papers. 

"May  the  black  year  know,"  his  wife 
groans.  "Comes  back  from  school,  grabs 
a  lump  of  bread  and  half  the  sugar-bowl, 
gorges  himself  and  runs  out  for  his  papers. 
I  suppose   he  hasn't  sold  out  yet." 

The  man  sighs.  His  youngest,  Rosie, 
age  about  two,  whimpers:  *'Tatte,  me, — 
e'ying"  He  gives  her  a  bit  of  herring  on 
coarse,  black  bread.  He  has  himself  eaten 
only  one  piece,  but  he  divides  the  rest 
am»)ng  the  other  three  children,  his  lame, 
little  daughter  refusing  at  first,  saying:  ''I 
do  not  want  it;  thou  eat,  Tatte,"  his  wife, 
who  places  the  overdone  soup  before  him, 
scolding:  "What  sort  of  a  black  year  is  this? 
What  do  you  give  them  so  much  for?  Do 
you  think  that  they  have  gorged  little? 
Away,  bastards!  They  tear  the  last  bite 
from    his    mouth!" 

He  groans,  raising  a  heavy  hand  in  ex- 
postulation: **Shah,  shah,"  he  says,  "neb- 
bich,"  and  his  soup  chokes  him.  He  pushes 
it  away. 

"Why  don't  you  eat?  his  wife  cries. 
"Here  I  slave  myself  over  the  burning 
stove  a  whole  day,  cook  him  the  dishes 
he  likes,  and  now  he  doesn't  eat.  Oh, 
God.  how  shall  I  be  released  from  my 
troubles!" 

The  baby  seizes  on  the  plate  of  soup. 
As  the  mother's  movement  to  deprive  her 
of  it  she  squeals.  ''Here,  here,"  the  mother 
rasps,  ''take  it,  and  choke  yourself,  you  un- 
clean gorge!"  Sh€  strikes  the  child  with 
open  hand  on  the  head.  Rosie  cries  and 
father  soothes  her,  offering  soup  in  a  spoon, 
murmuring,  "Hush,  hush,  motherkin."  Rosie 
is  pacified  and  stuffs  the  spoon  far  into 
her  mouth.  Her  sister,  a  year  older,  she 
fences  off  with  an  arm  which  barely  em- 
braces the  plate;  she  eats  rapidly,  that  no 
one  may  rob  her  of  her  soup,  while  her 
brother  and   sisters  gaze  at  her  with  mute 


avid  eyes.  She  eats  too  rapidly  and  chokes, 
turning  purple.  And  mother,  who  has  just 
placed  papa's  warmed-over  meat  before  him, 
screams,  "Mein  kind,  mein  kind"  and  turns 
her  over,  beating  her  on  the  shoulder  to 
force  up  the  obstruction,  and  mumbles  and 
kisses  her.  In  the  meantime  Sammy  seizes 
on  the  remnant  of  the  soup  and  gulps  it 
down. 

It  is  quiet  again  and  father  is  engaged 
r)n  his  meat,  which  he  relishes,  the  children 
eyeing  him  as  before.  Somehow  his  plate 
becomes  empty  of  his  meat  which  he  has 
barely  tasted.  His  wife  gives  him  tea  with 
a  bit  of  lemon  and  some  sugar.  The  whole 
family  joins  in  the  tea-drinking.  And  the 
father  cuts  slice  after  slice  of  the  coarse, 
black  bread,  which  he  moistens  with  his 
tea  and  consumes.  He  drinks  of  the  tea 
three  cups,  and  when  he  has  finished,  the 
bread   is  gone. 

Feivil  comes  in,  a  stunted,  heavy-eyed, 
little  lad  with  a  large  head  and  narrow 
shoulders,  somewhat  weakish  on  his  thin 
legs.  If  his  face  were  clean,  it  would  be 
not  unhandsome.  He  turns  over  the  earn- 
ings of  the  evening  to  his  mother  who 
counts  carefully.  "A  penny  lacks!"  she 
snaps. 

The  boy  reddens.  "I — I  lost  it."  His  voice 
falters. 

"Lost  it,"  screams  his  mother.  "Liar! 
Vou  have  spent  it,  you  unclean  gorge, 
for  little  cakes  have  you  spent  it!  Wait! 
You  will  sicken  for  this  yet!"  She  strikes 
him  on  the  shoulders. 

The  boy  receives  the  blows  cowering, 
like  a  hare.     "T  was  hungry,"  he  mutters. 

"Hungry!  Little  did  you  gorge  before 
going  out!  The  whole  of  half  a  loaf  of 
bread,  a  bowlful  of  sugar!     Hungry!" 

Shemayah  interrupts — "Let  him  be.  It's 
no  easy  job  to  run  around  a  whole  night. 
.A  whole  night  on  the  feet!  Let  him  be. 
Give   him   his  supper." 

She  turns  on  her  husband.  "So  you 
take  it  upon  yourself  to  protect  your  Tach- 
shit!  What  sort  of  a  fire  is  this?  He  will 
go  spend  money  and  his  father  will  go  take 
his  part!  Woe  is  upon  my  years  that 
I    know  you  both!'* 
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"Mother,  I  am  hungry/*  the  boy  breaks 
in. 

"Hungry,  are  you?  Hungry!  Little  have 
you  gormandized!  Tun!  barrel!  Let  it 
but  happen  once  more,  just  once  more!" 
Nevertheless,  she  takes  from  the  stove-oven 
his  ^are  of  the  evening  meal.  He  eats, 
his  brothers  and  sisters  still  avid  watchers. 
But  his  eyes  are  on  his  plate,  and  he  does 
not  look  up  nor  does  he  leave  a  morsel. 
With  a  sigh  of  content  he  pushes  his 
cleaned  plate  from  him,  and  takes  his 
Reader  and  Arithmetic.  He  is  already  in 
fractions,  his  proud  father  knows,  and  as 
he  studies  the  household  is  hushed  in  re- 
spectful silence  for  the  sage — the  honor 
traditional  to  learning  is  granted  still,  even 
in  America.  There  is  a  dream  in  his 
father's  eye  as  he  gazes  on  the  lad. 

By  nine  o'clock  the  door  rattles  with 
a  hesitating  double  knock.  At  the  cry, 
"Come  in/'  a  short,  crooked  Jew  enters. 
His  hair  and  beard  are  long  and  grizzled, 
his  earlocks  heavy.  His  hands  are  not 
over-clean:  his  moustache  is  discolored  by 
snufT:  the  sleeve  of  his  right  forearm  is 
glossy  from  application  to  his  nose.  He  is 
the  melanicd  who  for  the  sum  of  fifty 
cents  a  week  comes  four  evenings  to 
teach  Feivil  the  reading  of  the  prayer- 
book  and  the  translation  of  the  Penta- 
teuch into  Yiddish.  His  Hebrew,  like  his 
Yiddish,  is  barbarously  crude.  He  was  an 
inn-keeper  in  Poland,  reputed  for  consider- 
able lack  of  learning;  in  America  he  is 
the  sucessor  of  Jochanan  and  Akiba. 
Shmayah  does  not  e.xpect  to  retain  him 
long — in  a  month  or  two  Feivile  is  to  go 
to  the  Talmud  Torah. 

The  evening  waxes  late.  After  half  an 
hour  of  torture  the  melamed  has  gone. 
One  by  one  the  children  have  dropped  off 
to  sleep,  Rosie  cuddled  in  her  mother's 
arms,  Rachel  on  the  rickety  lounge,  which 
had  been  her  invalid  couch,  Feivil  on  his 
chair,  the  other  two  here  and  there  on  the 
flooi^.  Man  and  wife  are  face  to  face  with 
n6  one  to   hear.     Sarah  wiggles,   saying: 

'•Ku.  what's  to  happen?" 

"What    should   happen?" 


"And  the  rent  mustn't  be  paid  after  to- 
morrow?" 

"But  you  have  for  rent,  haven't  you?" 

"And  the  butcher?  We  owe  him  for  two 
weeks.  And  Feivil  must  have  a  new  pair 
of  shoes."  She  stoops  toward  him  and 
raises  one  of  the  child's  feet,  revealing  a 
dreadful  state  of  dilapidation. 

"Nebbich,  my  first-born,  all  health  to 
him."  He  lumbers  toward  the  boy  and 
kisses  his  unwashed  forehead.  He  is  proud 
of  his  son  and  is  bound  to  make  something 
out  of  him,  a  lawyer  or  a  doctor,  perhaps, 
if  only  God  gives  health  and  a  living.  "But 
it  is  a  head,  it  is  a  head."  he  says  with 
wcmdering  pride,  fingering  the  boy's  hair. 
"It  s  the  head  of  an  Illui.  Where  does 
it  all  come  to  him?"  He  kisses  him  again. 
"Monday  night,"  he  continues,  "when  I  get 
my  paydc,  I  will  buy  him  shoes."  He 
lumbers  back  to  his  chair  yawning. 

There  is  a  pause  during  which  both  yawn. 
Then  the  wife  says.  "There   will  be  work?" 

He  shifts  a  little,  remembering  Levin- 
sky's  words.  "I  know?  Eight  orders  there 
are.  Levinsky  says.  Perhaps  work  for 
three  months.  Perhaps  there  will  be  more 
orders." 

"May  God  only  grant/'  she  sighs  fer- 
vently, carrying  little  Rosie  to  her  crib. 
One  by  one,  she  picks  up  the  children,  dis- 
posing of  them  here  and  there,  while  her 
husband  sits  at  the  table,  his  head  on  his 
hand,  yawning  from  time  to  time.  She 
places  a  ragged  quilt  on  the  table,  on  top 
of  that  a  pillow,  and  Feivil,  awakened, 
sleepily  undresses  himself  and  mounts  his 
bed.  Rachel  is  in  her  father's  arms,  being 
disrobed  with  lumbering  tenderness.  He 
holds  her,  gazing  with  unseeing  eye  at  the 
thin,  worn  little  features,  till  his  wife  calls 
from  the  bedroom  door,  "Come,  are  you 
going  to  bed  or  not?" 

With  a  heavy  sigh  he  places  his  little 
daughter  on  her  creaking  couch.  He  locks 
the  door,  turns  down  the  gas  and  enters 
the  stuffy  bedroom.  His  wife  is  already 
in  bed,  the  second  daughter  at  her  side. 
He  stops  short,  he  lingers  over  the  bed 
for  a  moment.  What  has  he  forgotten? 
What  has  he  left  undone?    Sh!— he  remem- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    MACCABAEAN. 


185 


bers  and  sighs.  Perhaps  it  is  the  effect  of 
the  long  day's  work,  or  this  time  of  Levin- 
sky's  words,  or  the  squabble  between 
mother  and  son,  he  has  forgotten.  What 
has  he  forgotten?  Ah — now  he  remembers! 
Ten  full  years  ago,  he  had,  one  morning, 
stcH^cl  in  that  same  room,  over  that  same 
bed.  the  same  woman  lying  in  it,  potential 
of  tlaese  his  children,  scattered  around  him. 
What   had   he  seen  there  in  vision?     What 


does  he  see  now  in  reality?  Is  this  his 
bridal  bed?  He  thought,  blind  to  his 
thought,  warming  the  uncomfortable  dis- 
quiet in  the  core  of  his  soul.  "Ten  years, 
ten  years,"  he  groans,  "Sarah,  ten  years." 
A  snore  answers  him,  and  as  he  crawls  in- 
to his  bed,  he  shudders,  but  he  cannot  tell 
why. 

His  is  a  work-soul,  and  it  is  dumb. 


Ruthy  Naomi  and  Orpah 


By  Mr.  Benjamin  Dayit 


[The  tollowing  is  a  paper  which  was  read 
in  a  symposium  prepared  for  the  Chicago 
section  of  the  Council  of  Jewish  W^omen. 
-^Irs.  Davis,  who  is  a  Zionist,  undertakes  to 
present  Naomi,  Ruth  and  Orpah  in  mod- 
ern garb.  The  time  is  1907,  the  place, 
America.  1 


X.\o.Mi  C^bout  to  bid  farewell  to  her 
daughters-in-law.  Ruth  and  Orpah)  :  Dear 
daughters,  I  have  resolved  to  return  to  the 
land  of  my  fathers.  You  certainly  have 
heard  of  the  new  Jewish  spirit  that  is 
abroad  in  the  land — the  national  spirit 
aroused  by  the  Zionists — which  has  again 
-stirred  the  hearts  of  many  to  ideal  aspira- 
tions? This  has  strengthened  my  resolu- 
tion to  return  to  that  land  which  has  been 
asleep  the.<;e  many  years  and  is  now  awaken- 
ing to  renewed  activity  under  the  magic 
touch  of  young  and  willing  hands.  I,  aged 
and  sorrowful,  will  go  to  find  peaceful  rest 
-within  its  holy  borders  in  the  untrammeled 
practice  of  our  sacred  religion;  but  you, 
tny  daughters,  are  both  young  and  beauti- 
ful: remain  in  this  land  of  your  birth,  where 
there  is  so  much  light  and  life  and  joy — 
you  will  yet  find  happiness  in  this  blessed 
land  of  freedom. 

Orpah  (embracing  Naomi)  :  Nay,  for  the 
love  of  you,  I  desire  not  to  leave  you. 
■Reared   as    we    were   to    worship   many   gods. 


you.  by  your  faithful,  heroic  life,  have 
taught  us  the  simplicity,  the  beauty  and  the 
truth  that  underlie  Judaism,  which  has  in- 
deed become  to  us  dear.  However,  I  love 
the  flag  under  which  I  was  born  and  the 
institutions  of  this  great  land,  and  since  you 
so  ardently  desire  it,  I  will  bow  to  your 
superior  wisdom  and  remain  among  the 
friends  of  my  youth  who  will  shelter  me 
from  the  storm  and  stress  of  pioneer  life; 
for  such  would  certainly  have  to  be  the 
lot  of  those  who  would  now  abide  in  the 
Holy  Land,  Therefore,  while  the  thought 
of  separation  from  you  is  a  painful  one, 
mother  dear,  give  me  your  parting  blessing 
for  T  would  fain  have  you  remain  with  me  in 
this  joyous  land  where  it  has  been  proclaimed 
that  ".America  is  our  Zion  and  Washington 
is   our  Jerusalem." 

Xaomi  (embraces  and  blesses  Orpah,  who 
departs:  then  turning  to  Ruth):  Beloved 
daughter,  Orpah  has  returned  to  her  people  and 
to  her  gods:  pray  go  thou  and  do  likewise. 
1  have  no  happiness  in  store  for  thee. 

Ruth  (fervently)  :  Never,  dear  mother; 
"Urge  me  not  to  leave  thee."  Do  you  think 
that  in  all  these  years  that  you  have  been  a 
mother  to  me.  the  seed  you  have  sown  has 
borne  no  fr'jit?  You  have  instilled  into  me 
not  only  love  for  yourself,  but  love  for  your 
religion  and  the  land  wherein  it  was  first  pro- 
claimed, so  that  my  entire  being  is  filled  with 
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longing  to  help  in  its  rebuilding.  "Thy  God 
shall  be  my  God  and  thy  people  shall  be  my 
people."  I  am  so  convinced  of  the  destiny 
of  the  Jew  that  all  I  ask  is  an  opportunity  to 
iassist  in  feeding  the  living  fires  of  nationalism 
which  have  long  been  smouldering  but  which 
were  never  extinguished.  When  I  read  about 
men  of  world-wide  reputation  in  art,  in 
science,  in  literature,  in  statesmanship,  in  phil- 
osophy, in  finance,  risking  all,  sacrificing  all 
to  enlist  under  the  banner  of  Zionism,  to  be 
pioneers  in  the  regeneration  of  a  nation,  shall 
I  hesitate?  No!  Whatever  my  two  willing 
hands  and  enthusiastic  mind  can  do,  that  shall 
be  placed  at  the  service  of  my  people;  and  if 
it  please  the  Lord  that  I  again  become  a  wife 
and  bear  children,  they  shall  imbibe  with  their 
mother's  milk  the  deep  religious  fevor  that 
shall  create  a  David  or  an  Isaiah.  If  we  but 
pause  to  think  of  the  tremendous  force  of  Jew- 
ish talent  which  is  being  disseminated  among 
the  nations  of  the  world,  for  which  they  re- 
ceive the  benefit — if  we  but  pause  to  think  of 
the  results  that  might  be  attained  should  part 
of  this  great  power  be  concentrated  for  the 
welfare  of  one  nation,  it  would  astound  us. 
We  would  then  have  the  culture  of  all  na- 
tions grafted  upon  our  own  Hebraic  culture. 
Visions  of  a  Jewish  commonwealth  rise  be- 
fore me,  based  upon  the  humane  provisions 
of  the  Mosaic  law.  in  which  conflicts  between 
capital  and  labor  are  unknown;  vast  accumu- 
lations of  wealth,  the  bane  of  our  modern  civ- 
ilization, are  impossible;  industry  is  rewarded; 
religion,  education  and  culture,  science  and  art 
encouraged,  the  despised  and  hunted  Jew  de- 
veloping the  best  that  is  in  him.  I  yield  to  no 
one  in  kiv  patriotism  for  beloved  America, 
my  services  would  be  willingly  given  to  main- 
tain its  principles.  Judaism,  however,  is  dis^ 
appearing  in  the  vortex  of  its  life,  and  when 
the  Divine  Power  calls  me,  I  must  go  where 
it  beckons — to  those  that  need  me  most,  my 
people,  my  land,  and  my  religion.  Do  not 
tell  me  that  Palestine  is  a  place  only  for  the 
old  to  die.  It  is  now  changing  to  a  place 
for  the  young  to  live.  Farms  and  factories, 
schools  and  colleges  are  springing  up;  chil- 
dren are  being  taught  and  adults  trained  in 
agriculture,  handicrafts  and  manufactures. 
The    Bezalel,    a  school    of    modern    art,    has 


been  opened  by  two  famous  artists,  Boris 
Schatz  and  E.  M.  Lilien,  who  give  them- 
selves to  their  people.  Orphans  from  the 
Russian  massacres  have  been  taken  there  to 
be  educated.  Young  and  middle  aged  men 
with  their  families  have  gathered  what  capital 
they  could  realize  and  are  investing  it  there. 
The  Sultan  is  proving  a  friend  by  not  enforc- 
ing any  restrictions.  The  land  is  beginning  to 
throb  with  young  and  vigorous  life.  Come, 
dear  mother,  the  future  is  full  of  promise. 
"Nothing  but  death  shall  part  thee  and  me.*' 
Let  us  join  the  pioneers  in  their  noble  work 
to  provide  a  safe  home  for  the  homeless,  a 
haven  from  religious  persecution — to  help 
create  for  our  scattered  people  a  centre  which 
shall  radiate  God's  Law,  perpetuate  the  Jewish 
spirit  and  make  of  us  once  more  a  nation 
which  shall  command  the  respect  of  all  the 
nations  of  the  world. 


Th«  J«ws  in.GMmaiir  Literature 

.^n  essay  on  "The  Jew  in  German  Litera- 
ture," by  A.  M.  Friedenberg,  has  been  re- 
printed from  the  Jeii*ish  Exponent  in  brochure 
form.  While  Mr.  Friedenberg  reviews  the 
pre-Zionistic  literature  with  some  skill — all 
that  has  been  written  about  before — he  is  very 
chary  of  his  material  in  the  matter  of  the  lit- 
erature which  has  appeared  in  G»vniany  in  the 
past  ten  or  fifteen  years.  For  a  hlilional  *na- 
terial  on  the  subject,  we  rch"  our  readers  to 
the  article  on  '^Modern  Jewish  Poetry."  by 
Alfred  Nossig,  which  appeared  in  The  Mac- 
CAB-AEAN  a  few  months  ago. 


Ten  Years  of  ZionUm 

The  Central  Bureau  has  issued  in  pamphlet 
form  a  concise  and  clear  account  of  the  prog- 
ress of  the  movement  under  the  title  of  "Ten 
Years  of  Zionism."  The  pamphlet  admirably 
serves  the  purpose  of  propaganda  and  should 
be  widely  circulated  by  Zionist  societies.  Irr 
addition  to  several  chapters  on  the  historical 
events  of  the  movement,  ample  information 
is  given  of  the  institutions  of  the  the  move- 
ment, the  headquarters  of  the  various  federa- 
tions, and  a  complete  list  of  Zionist  periodi- 
cals. It  is,  in  brief,  the  first  popular  com* 
pendium  on  Zionism  which  has  ever  appeared. 
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A  Medi€>cre  Volume 

The  Jewish  Publication  Society  has  issued 
a  volume  containing  two  stories  by  Ulrich 
Frank,  entitled  **Simon  Eichelkatz"  and 
"The  Patriarch."  From  a  literary  point  of 
view,  the  stories  lack  directness,  dramatic 
interest,  and  are  prolix  to  an  unendurable 
degree.  The  author  moves  along  at  a  slow 
pace,  and  points  out  as  evidences  of  the 
superiority  of  his  characters  trivial  observa- 
tions that  are  devoid  of  any  interest.  If 
Simon  Eichelkatz  were  left  to  tell  his  story, 
it  could  be  reduced  to  about  thirty  pages, 
and  would  have  made  an  interesting  char- 
acter study.  The  presence  of  the  doctor  on 
the  lookout  for  deep  philosophy  where  none 
exists  becomes  tiresome.  In  the  second 
story,  what  might  have  been  a  good  short 
story  is  carried  along  by  means  of  conver- 
sation which  gradually  loses  point  as 
the  interest  in  the  narration  increases. Few 
of  the  characters  emerge  out  of  the  tedious, 
prolix  and  colorless  conversation.  The  Zion- 
ism in  the  story  is  lost  in  the  mazes  of  dull 
romance.  There  are  fifty  good  stories  of  Ger- 
man Jewish  life  that  would  have  made  better 
reading.  But  the  Publication  Society,  in  the 
multitude  of  its  advisers,  manages  to  reach 
a  level  of  mediocrity  which  is  astonishing 
when  one  considers  that  so  many  able  men  are 
on  its  publication  committee. 

«niie  Yidduh  Kaempfer^ 

The  first  number  of  the  second  volume  of 
the  **Yiddisher  Kaempfer'*  offers  a  surpris- 
ing and  a  welcome  change  in  the  policy  of 
this  excellent  periodical,  which  is  a  credit  to 
those  self-sacrificing  Zionists  whose  devo- 
tion has  made  so  good  a  Yiddish  magazine 
possible.  The  "Kaempfer"  assumes  the 
magazine  form  and  eliminates  much  of  the 


trivial  news  features  which  formerly  were 
part  of  its  composition.  The  articles  in 
this  first  number  are  all,  in  their  way,  good, 
entertaining  and  informing.  Dr.  H.  Solato- 
rov  contributes  an  article  on  ''Socialism  in 
Palestine;"  Mr.  Antin,  the  dramatic  critic, 
has  his  first  article  on  a  review  of  Gordin's 
plays,  which  "are  in  the  nature  of  a  reply  to 
a  Russian  critic,  whose  undue  eulogy  of  Mr. 
Gordin  Mr.  Antin  resents.  Other  writers 
whose  work  appears  in  this  number  are  by 
K.  Marmor,  L.  Schapiro,  H.  Rosenblatt,  G. 
Lubetsky,  A.  Wolhener  and  H.  Orditscheff. 
In  lieu  of  a  general  Zionist  Yiddish  weekly, 
Zionists  who  want  Yiddish  literature  writ- 
ten from  the  point  of  view  of  nationalism 
need  look  no  further;  the  **Yiddisher 
Kaempfer,"  serves  the  purpose  very  well.  A 
one  year's  subscription  costs  $1.50,  single 
copies,  three  cents.  The  office  of  the  pub- 
lication is  12  Jeflferson  street,  New  York. 

New  Jewish  Dramas  in  Russia 

A  number  of  dramas  treating  of  Jewish  life 
have  just  been  published  in  Russia.  The  most 
important  of  these  are:  "The  King,"  by  S. 
Yushkevich,  author  of  "The  Jews;"  "The 
Bush  of  Thorns,"  by  David  Eizman,  and 
**Shcma  Thorns."  by  David  Dymov.  All  these 
plays  were  written  in  Russian.  A  German 
version  of  Sholem  Ash's  drama,  entitled  "EI 
Nekomos,"  (The  God  of  Vengeance)  has  just 
been  produced  in  Berlin ;  it  is  a  depressing  and 
morbid  study  of  Jewish  life,  of  such  a  nature 
as  to  make  is  impossible  of  representation  in 
America. 


The  Mactab.xean  will  shortly  offer  its. 
readers  an  excellent  story  by  Korolenko,  the 
Russian  writer,  treating  of  the  Jews  under 
the  Roman  supremacy.  The  story  will  prob- 
ably run  through  three  or  four  numbers. 
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Among  tlf^  ''Utttaaion-S^ma' 


ON  THE  BIAS 

It  seems  immaterial  to  some  gentlemen  in 
New  York  how  they  spend  their  money.  They 
are  as  eager  to  support  a  Jewish  Theological 
Seminary  as  they  are  to  support  the  Ethical 
<rulture  Society,  a  Temple  Emanu-El  as  well 
as  a  down-town  Yeshiba.  Their  broadmind- 
edness  extends  even  to  the  Free  Synagogue, 
headed  by  our  friend,  Dr.  Stephen  S.  Wise. 
This  is  a  curious  anomaly  in  Jewish  life.  The 
bond  of  union  in  Israel  is  religious,  and  yet 
these  seems  to  be  no  incongruity  in  the  mind 
of  the  religionists  in  supporting  institutions 
of  contradictory  and  neutralizing  aims.  If 
they  were  Catholics,  they  would,  we  presume, 
set  up  Protestant  seminaries. 


ANOTHER  RICHMOND  IN  THE  FIELD 

Dr.  J.  Leonard  Levy,  of  Pittsburg,  is  an- 
other leader  whose  hunting  instincts  are 
aroused  by  the  presence  of  the  terrible  "Shy- 
lock"  in  the  public  schools.  In  an  editorial 
in  the  Jct\,'ish  Cri.'en'on,  he  waxes  indignant 
when  he  thinks  of  the  prejudice  created  by 
a  study  of  the  "Merchant  of  Venice."  It  is 
rumored  that  at  the  next  convention  of  the 
Central  Conference  of  American  Rabbis, 
medals  will  be  awarded  to  all  rabbis  who  have 
smoked  out  Shylock  from  the  school  curri- 
-culum.  And  no  wonder!  We  have  seen  the 
following  item  in  the  veracious  American  Is- 
raelite : 

"Thanks  to  the  courage  of  the  well-known 

hunter   rabbi,  Dr.  ,  'Shylock*  has  been 

driven   out   of  the   public   schools    of  . 


Our  learned  and  brave  colleague  found  his 
^ame  securely  protected  by  custom  and  liter- 
ary appreciation.  But  undaunted  by  serious 
•obstacles,  and  calling  upon  his  patron  saint, 
Pr.  ,  he  fought  the  foe  single  handed 


and  is  now  able  to  report  a  complete  victory. 
To  reform  rabbis  may  be  left  the  arduous 
task  of  checking  the  anti-Jewish  prejudice 
which  the  Zionists  arc  trying  to  create  in  this 
land  of  freedom." 


WIERD  HOCUS-POCUS 

The  most  astounding  announcement  ever 
given  out  in  Jewish  journalism  appeared 
this  month  with  the  report  of  the  Jewish 
.Agricultural  and  Industrial  Aid  Society.  It 
is  nothing  short  of  the  criminal  admission 
that  the  directors  of  this  most  worthy- 
disposer  of  the  Hirsch  millions  have  been 
engaged  in  some  sort  of  Oriental  necrom- 
ancy upon  their  charges.  How  it  ever  ap- 
peared with  so  many  of  the  best  of  our 
Jewish  diplomats  as  directors  is  hard  to 
understand,  but  tucked  away  in  a  little  cor- 
ner of  the  report  is  this  openly  incriminat- 
ing statement:  "Families  sent  away  after 
head  was  removed.  6."  This  item  un- 
doubtedly refers  to  those  cases  in  which  the 
necromancy  failed.  The  failure  was  fol- 
lowed by  attempts  to  spirit  away  the 
bodies  of  their  victims.  Where  have  these 
bodies  been  sent,  and  where  are  the  heads? 
It  appears,  however,  that  by  this  time  the 
diplomatic  directors  have  become  practised 
in  their  business,  and  that  only  rarely  did 
the  bodies  have  to  be  spirited  away,  as  this 
little  illuminating  item  shows:  "Families 
sent  to  join  head  previously  removed,  174." 
The  most  peculiar  thing  about  this  remark- 
able incident  is  that,  diplomats  as  they  arc, 
the  directors  should  openly  publish  their 
own  guilt.  The  only  way  to  explain  it  is 
by  "dementia  Judaica  agricultura,"  or  by 
the  fact  that  they  believed  the  secret  would 
be  as  well  buried  in  their  report  as  in  their 
bosoms,  for  no  one  is  expected  to  read  it.    We 
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dismiss  the  first  hypothesis  as  something 
entirely  unlikely  for  a  Jewish  diplomat,  and 
besides  the  second  is  far  the  wiser. 


THE  REUGIOUS  CYCLONE  FROM  THE 
WEST 

According  to  the  advice  given  some  weeks 
ago  by  some  of  the  Jewish  weeklies,  a  body 
of  Israelites  known  as  Judaeans,  which,  it  is 
said  on  imdouhtcd  authority,  is  the  most  hon- 
ored and  representative  body  of  Jews  in  this 
country,  came  to  the  fore  last  month  and  ten- 
dered a  reception  to  "the  most  distinguished 
preacher  of  the  age"  and  to  a  new  religious 
prophet,  i.  e.,  Rabbi  Emil  G.  Hirsch  and  Dr. 
Stephen  S.  Wise.  The  reception  was  given 
to  these  gentlemen  because  they  were  going 
to  do  something  to  make  them  prominent 
temporarily  in  the  Christian  world,  and  were 
therefore  bringing  great  honor  to  Judaism. 
They  were  going  to  speak  before  the  Peace 
Congress.  Now.  one  might  think  that  with 
such-  a  momentous  matter  as  international 
peace  breeding  high  thoughts  and  oratorical 
lava  in  his  breast.  '*the  most  distinguished 
preacher  of  the  age"  would  speak  spiritual 
and  noble  words  to  his  hearer,  and  he  met  all 
expectations.  The  lowest,  indeed,  that  he 
went  on  this  occasion  was  to  scathingly  score 
the  Jewish  weekly  which,  one  might  say.  had 
suggested  the  meeting,  for  daring  to  omit  to 
mention  his  name  among  those  who  were  to 
speak  at  the  Congress.  "Nothing  petty  es- 
capes the  great."  as  the  saying  is,  and  this 
little  incident  only  serves  to  heighten,  in  our 
opinion,  the  reputation  of  "the  greatest  preach- 
er of  his  age." 

Still  another  incident  which  increases  our 
reverence  for  this  "greatest  Jewish  preacher" 
occurred  on  the  following  day  when  Rabbi 
Hirsch  addressed  a  meeting  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  Dr.  Wise's  Free  Synagogue.  The  Free 
Synagoguers  are  new  Jews,  and,  therefore, 
it  was  a  happy  thought  of  the  greatest  preach- 
er to  make  them  laugh  at  old  Jews.  This  he 
did  by  holding  his  hand  over  his  olfactory 
member,  by  affecting  a  Jewish  dialect,  and 
imitating  a  Jewess  of  Milwaukee  who  was 
ashamed  of  her  Judaism,  but  unfortunately 
couldn't  hide  it:  and   Dr.  Hirsch  exemplified 


the  story  by  placing  his  hand  over  his  own 
probosics,  which  was  very  suggestive  and  ele- 
vating; at  least,  the  "greatest  Jewish  preacher" 
made  the  Free  Synagoguers  laugh,  and  that 
is  one  of  the  functions  of  a  great  religious 
preacher. 


A  UTTLE  UP-TO-DATE  FAIRY  TALE 

Once  upon  a  time,  my  little-  children, 
there  was  a  fair  and  beautiful  kingdom  on 
this  earth  the  name  of  which,  let  me  sec — 
the  name  of  which  was  American  Jewry- 
dom.  Now,  this  fair  kingdom  didn't  have 
very  definite  boundaries,  and,  let  us  whisper 
this  in  your  ears,  it  is  our  personal  opinion 
that  it  never  really  existed.  But  there  were 
three  princes — no,  there  were  three  make- 
believe  princes — who  wanted  to  gain  the 
control  of  this  fair  and  beautiful  kingdom. 
The  first  prince.  I  have  to  admit,  had  a 
horrible  name  for  a  prince.  It  was  Prince 
Union  of  American  Hebrew  Congregations. 
And  the  second  prince  similarly  had  a  hor- 
rible name — it  was  Prince  Independent  Or- 
der of  B'nai  B'rith.  And  the  third  Prince 
was  called  Prince  American  Jewish  Com- 
mittee 

Now.  Prince  Union  of  American  Hebrew 
Congregations  was  a  weazened,  pale,  an- 
aemic-looking gentleman,  who  had  a  won- 
derful resemblance  to  a  Christian  clergy- 
man, who  was  an  indefatigable  talker,  as 
many  a  congregationalist  will  tell  you,  and 
who  based  his  claim  to  the  throne  on  the 
statement  that  American  Jewrydom  was  a 
kingdom  of  a  priestly  mission  and  that  he  was 
the  only  priest  in  it.  And  Prince  Indepen- 
dent Order  of  B'nai  B'rith  was  a  stout,  over- 
fed, prosperous  gentleman,  who  based  his 
claim  to  the  throne  on  the  fact  that  he  had 
been  the  first  to  come  into  the  field  by 
presenting  some  sort  of  a  petition  to  some- 
body. And  Prince  American  Jewish  Com- 
mittee—well, all  we  can  say  in  description 
of  Prince  Jewish  Committee  is  that  he  was 
the  most  experienced  diplomatist!  No  one 
ever  caught  Prince  .\merican  Jewish  Com- 
mittee practicing  diplomacy  from  the  house 
tops. 
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Now,  the  trouble  began  in  this  way. 
Prince  American  Jewish  Committee  sud- 
denly appeared  on  the  field  when  the  other 
two  were  enjoying  themselves  to  the  ut- 
most, and  the  first  thing  you  know,  he 
usurped  the  throne  of  that  fair  and  beauti- 
ful and  indefinite  kingdom,  and  the  other 
two  princes  suddenly  found  themselves  **out 
in  the  hail,  the  rain  and  the  snow."  How 
did  Prince  American  Jewish  Committee  do 
it?  Why,  it's  a  simple  matter.  You  can  do 
it,  I  can  do  it,  anybody  can  do  it.  All  you 
do  is  to  say,  I  represent  the  province  of 
Xwe  York,  my  friend  in  Oklahoma  re- 
presents the  province  of  Oklahoma,  and  so 
forth  and  so  on,  and  after  that,  you  make 
your  positiorf  stronger  than  anyone  else's 
by  .sending  more  petitions  in  all  directions 
than  anybody  else,  by  spending  more  money 
than  anybody  else  in  cables  to  Roumania, 
and  by  ever>'  now  and  then  saying  that 
your  brethren  in  Russia  are  in  an  awful  fix 
and  asking  other  people  to  give  you  money 
for  them.  And  thus  do  you  gain  unlimited, 
despotic  and  endless  power — not  to  speak 
of  honor,  and  the  honor  is  not  the  least  of  it. 

Now,  when  Prince  American  Jewish  Com- 
mittee usurped  the  throne  so  easily,  do  you 
think  that  Prince  Union  of  American 
Hebrew  Congregations  and  Prince  Indepen- 
dent Order  B'nai  B'rith  proceeded  to  make 
war  upon  him.  Not  at  all.  That  wasn't 
the  custom  among  this  sort  of  princes. 
This  sort  of  princes  had  all  sorts  and  con- 
ditions of  scruples  and  principles  and  such 
things — one  of  which  was,  let  me  impress 
this  upon  you,  never  to  practice  diplomacy 
form  the  housetops.  The  "ousted  Princes'* 
didn't  proceed  to  make  war  upon  the  usur- 
per at  all.  They  set  up  such  a  howl  that 
the  "common  pecpul"  almost  became  aware 
of  their  existence,  for,  I  must  explain  to 
you.  during  all  this  struggle,  the  "common 
peepul"  were  not  a  bit  interested,  and,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  didn't  know  nothing  at  all 
about  Prince  .American  Jewish  Committee 
and   Prince  This  and  That,  and   the  other. 


But  Prince  Union  of  American  Hebrew^ 
Congregations  cried: 

**lt's   not   fair.     You're   usurping!*' 

And  Prince  Independent  Order  B'nai* 
B'rith  cried: 

"You  don't  represent  anybody." 

And  Prince  American  Jewish  Committee 
answered  diplomatically,  for  he  was  known 
as  the  Prince  of  Princely  Diplomats: 

"Well,  now.  whom  do  you  represent?".  .  . 
and  Prince  .American  Committee  had  them 
on  the  hip. 

.And  what  was  the  end  of  it?  Why,  it 
didn't  have  any  end.  It  was  just  like  a  con- 
tinous  vaudeville  performance.  But  at  least 
this  was  what  they  did  finally.  The  three 
Princes  had  a  secret  conference — ever  since 
Prince  American  Jewish  Committee  appeared 
on  the  scene  they  had  held  secret  conferences, 
for  Prince  American  Jewish  Committee, 
we  must  repeat  it,  never  in  the  world  would 
practice  diplomacy  from  the  housetops.  And 
in  the  secret  conference,  after  everybody 
had  said,  "Sh!  Sh !  Sh !"  they  agreed  to  di- 
vide their  unlimited,  despotic  and  endless 
power  amongst  themselves.  And  that  secret 
conference  was  held  on  April  20,  1907,  but 
nobody  is  to  know  of  this  matter. 

Did  you  say  it  was  mean  of  the  Princes  ta 
divide  up  the  Kingdom  without  letting  the 
"common  peepul"  know  anything  about  it? 
You've  entirely  missed  the  point.  The 
point  is  that  they  could  have  divided  the 
kingdom  in  thirds,  or  fifths,  or  tenths,  or 
hundreds — it  didn't  make  any  difference, 
for  the  "common  peepul"  didn't  know  any- 
thing about  it,  and  there  wasn't  a  kingdom  for 
them  to  divide!  And  let  me  whisper  it  to 
you,  these  who  did  know  about  it  only 
thought  it  was  a  huge  joke.  But  do  not 
laugh.     That's    undiplomatic. 

And  let  me  whisper  this  to  you  also,  if 
it  had  ever  been  put  to  a  vote,  the  "common 
peepul"  would  very  probably  have  elected 
a  straightforward,  undiplomatic  democratic 
Jewish  organization   for  their  prince. 
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Playing  with  Wonb 

The  other  evening  a  few  of  us  sat  together 
in  a  cafe.  We  had  come  from  a  discussion 
of  "blue  laws"  and  their  effect  upon  Jews. 
By  sheer  perversity,  we  went  a  little  deeper 
into  the  problem.  One  pointed  out  that  there 
was  a  moral  point  involved  when  legislation 
forced  a  man  to  decide  between  his  conscience 
and  his  needs.  In  a  few  minutes  we  were 
swimming  in  very  deep  waters.  Suddenly, 
Bne  of  the  debaters,  mentally  as  it  were,  struck 
shore  with  the  exclamation:  "Well,  if  you 
put  the  situation  so,  it's  a  case  of  persecution." 

"Exactly/'  said  another,  with  a  characteristic 
pursing  of  the  lips. 

The  discoverer  of  the  situation  rubbed  his 
forehead.  **\Ve  should  not  speak  of  pcrsecu- 
t'on." 

He  of  the  pursed  lips  made  a  most  expres- 
sive gesticulation  and  said  curtly :  "Why 
shouldn't   we?" 

The  other  mopped  from  his  forehead  an  in- 
visible perspiration  and  repeated :  "Why 
shouldn't  we?" 

Ever  since,  "Why  shouldn't  we,"  has  been 
ringing  in  our  ears. 

Why  shouldn't  we — what,  recognize  truths 
and  proclaim  them  in  simple  nakedness!  We 
once  visited  a  certain  Southern  city,  and  call- 
ing on  its  Rabbi,  incidentally  asked  whether 
there  existed  any  anti-Jewish  prejudice  in  his 
historic  home  city.  "Not  at  all,  not  at  all,"  he 
replied.  He  related  how  he  had  participated 
in  various  non-Jewish  affairs.  Presently,  still 
talking  to  him,  but  on  other  subjects,  we  no- 
ticed a  fine  building  and  confusing  it  with 
some  topographical  information  offered  us, 
pointed  to  it. 

"Xo.  no,"  said  the  Rabbi,  "that's  our  new 
apartment  house.  Of  course  they  don't  ad- 
mit Jews  there." 

"Isn't  that  persecution?"  we  hazarded. 


"Xot  at  all,  not  at  all !  That's  social  os- 
tracism," was  the  reply. 

The  Rabbi  was  right.  Social  ostracism  is  not 
persecution,  because  it  doesn't  force  you  out — 
as  a  rule — only  it  keeps  you  out.  Of  course 
if  you  want  to  form  a  club  or  a  fraternity,  you 
are  not  wanted,  and  you  know  it — blame  your- 
self for  seeking  the  unattainable.  But  if  you 
go  and  live  in  a  street  because  the  houses  have 
a  Southern  exposure  and  you  can  afford  such 
a  luxury,  then  your  neighbors,  discovering  j'ou 
are  a  Jew,  prepare  to  move  elsewhere.  Then 
yon  are  merely  face  to  face  with  a  beautiful 
example  of  "humanitarianism."  You  may  phil- 
osophize over  that  psychological  •idiocyncracy 
which  permits  admiration  for  the  Jew  in  the 
abstract  and  demands,  as  counterbalance,  dislike 
of  him  in  the  concrete.  Remember,  if  your 
reflections  happen  to  be  rather  bitter,  that  the 
attitude  of  your  neighbors  does  not  strain 
your  possession  of  equality  before  the  law, 
by  a  s'ng'c  hair's  breadth — ^>ou  are  not  being 
persecuted — you  are  simply  being  snubbed  and 
you  suffer  from  domiciliary  ostracism. 

Do  you  think  we  are  playing  with  words? 
Xot  at  all !  You  ought  to  cultivate  a  proper 
sense  of  perspective.  Take  a  brief  course  in 
art  in  order  to  understand  the  exact  relation- 
ship of  'background."  "middle  distance"  and 
"foreground." 

The  odds  arc  you  began  in  the  background 
of  life — you  may  be  still  there.  You  got  out. 
If  not — get  out  of  it.  The  background  ex- 
hibits you  as  "clannish."  In  the  body  social 
the  background  is  where  people  "huddle"  to- 
gether and  where  the  community  of  interest 
makes  them  "clannish."  Getting  out  of  the 
background  is  not  easy.  Sometimes,  though 
you  have  been  preparing  to  get  out  for  months 
and  years,  at  the  moment  of  migration  you 
are  shot  forward  as  though  from  a  catapult — 
you  land  a  little  ahead  of  the  "middle-dis- 
tance,"   almost    on    the    sacred    sands    of    the 
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''foreground."  Sometimes,  of  course,  the  pro- 
cess is  slower.  You  make  a  zig-zag  movement 
— like  the  Children  of  Israel  did  in  their  wil- 
derness marches — and  one  morning  you  find 
yourself  perched  on  a  rock  in  the  "fore- 
ground." That  is  "aggressiveness."  The  Jew 
sliould  never  be  aggressive.  In  the  tramp's 
language,  "hike  back,"  let  the  soft  shadows  of 
the  middle  distance  cover  you  somewhat.  But 
be  careful  you  do  not  allow  too  many  shadows 
to  fall  on  you,  because  that  is  "unprogressive." 
Learn  the  mysteries  of  chiaroscuro,  and  you 
will  gather  the  proper  ideas  of  the  propor- 
tions of  light  and  shade. 

And  what  applies  to  social  hfe — which  you 
in  your  perversity  may  hold  in  contempt,  ap- 
plies to  all  phases  jf  life.  "Language  was 
given  man  to  obscure  his  thoughts,"  and  the 
Jew  in  particular  for  the  purpose  of  self- 
effacement.  For  that  is  the  whole  purpose  of 
your  life — To  believe  in  Judaism,  to  find  in 
Jewish  doctrine  a  sufficiency  of  morality  and 
ethical  principles  to  carry  you  through  life — 
in  fact,  to  leave  you  far  behind  your  stand- 
ard in  practise — is  "narrow" — talk  vaguely  of 
Buddha  and  Zoroaster  and  immediately  you 
will  become  "broad" — which  is  a  proper  con- 
dition. Even  in  manners  be  careful.  Don't 
gesticulate  when  you*  speak — the  snap  of  the 
fingers  is  "peculiar,"  and  almost  identifies  your 
racial  relationship.  When  you  speak,  sweep 
the  horizon  with  your  right  arm,  and  to  em- 
phasize, clutch  at  the  h^gh  heavens  with  your 
left  and — that's  "grand."  In  general  conver- 
sation never  quote  the  Bible,  that's  "old 
fashioned" ;  to  be  "modern,"  choose  your 
references  between  Emerson  and  Elbert  Hub- 
bard. Between  the  two  standards,*  the  one 
being  set  forth  clearly  and  sharply,  the  other 
expressed  diffusely  and  uuclearly,  always  ac- 
cept the  latter,  for  that  is  eminently  "proper." 

And  if,  for  we  grow  weary  of  explaining 
the  figures,  you  rebel  against  this  book 
of  etiquette — then  your  blood  be  upon  your 
own  head !  It  is  not  for  us  to  explain  how 
your  normality  is  "abnormal,"  and  your  ab- 
normahty  is  "normal,"  but  it  is  written  so  in 
the  great  book  that  is  being  compiled  from 
day  to  day,  and  he  who  believeth  not  will  die 
in   sin. 


Balkan  Rimcoiiibe 

The  "poor  as  church  mice"  Roumanian 
Jews  constitute  an  absentee  landlord  trust  of 
the  wheat  fields  and  vineyards  of  Moldavia. 
Hence  the  peasants,  with  a  fine  sense  of  per- 
specacity,  are  avenging  themselves  on  the  resi- 
dent Jewish  store-keeper  and  the  Bucharest 
Government,  whilst  so  explaining  the  situa- 
tion, orders  out  what  it  possesses  in  the  shape 
of  an  army  corps  to  suppress  an  "agrarian** 
rising.  To  realize  how  wealthy  are  these 
"usurious"  Jews  of  the  Carpathians,  look  into 
the  protocol  of  the  First  Zionist  Congress  and 
discover  the  petition  of  about  60,000  Jews 
begging  to  be  removed  from  Roumania,  and 
then  turn  to  the  Jewish  Encyclopedia  and 
note  that  in  T904  seventy-five  per  cent,  of  the 
Roumanian  Jews  were  willing  to  quit  their 
agrarian  usury  and  emigrate,  if  only  some 
me  else  would  pay  their  traveling  expenses. 
The  facts  don't  square!  What  then, — King 
Carlos  says  it  is  so,  and  he  ought  to  know. 

J.    DE   H 


Synagogue   Statistict 

An  undertaking  of  some  importance  is  at 
present  being  conducted  by  the  Census  Bureau 
of  the  United  States  and  the  Jewish  Publi- 
cation Society  of  America  in  co-operation  with 
each  other.  Data  concerning  Jewish  organi- 
zation in  every  part  of  the  country  are  being 
collected  for  two  purposes.  The  Government 
will  base  its  Jewish  religious  statistics  upon 
the  results  of  the  inquiry,  and  the  Publication 
Society  will  compile  a  Directory  of  Jewish 
Organizations  in  the  United  States  for  the  is- 
sue of  the  American  Jewish  Year  Book  for 
566«. 


Zionbtt  Greet  Duma 

The  Central  Committee  of  the  Zionist 
organization  in  Russia  has  sent  the  follow- 
ing telegram  to  the  President  of  the  Duma: 
*'The  Zionist  organization  of  Russia,  which 
strives  to  rejuvenate  the  Jewish  people,  ex- 
tends its  greetings  to  the  Second  Duma, 
which  strives  to  reconstruct  Russia  on  the 
foundations  of  civic  liberty,  national  equality 
and  social  justice.*' 
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UXIOX  AXD  STREXGTH. 

The  directors  of  the  I.  O.  B.  B.,  the  Union  of 
the  American  Hebrew  Congregations  and  the 
American  Jewish  Committee,  need  to  be  in- 
formed of  one  very  pertinent  fact :  In  union  is 
strength,  but  union  never  creates  strength.  The 
combination  of  any  number  of  dead  organiza- 
tions will  not  make  one  live  one.  The  com- 
bination will 'not  produce  one  popular  Jew- 
ish organization  qualified  and  authorized  to 
speak  for  a  united  Jewry.  Until  a  plan  is 
acted  upon,  that  shall  call  the  Jewish  people 
to  elect  their  representatives  to  act  for 
them  ill  the  matter  of  national  Jewish  in- 
terests— not  vaguely,  to  represent  them  as 
members  *  of  this  or  that  organization,  but 
specifically  for  that  purpose — all  talk  of 
union  and  harmony  in  Jewish  organizations, 
is  like  the  futile  attempt  of  a  blind  man  to 
feel  his  way  along  a  rocky  road.  Zionism 
says  to  these  representatives  of  the  people 
and  leaders  of  Jewish  affairs,  "Remove  the 
bandages  of  pride- and  obstinacy  from  your 
eyes,  and  behold  the  Jewish  people,  in 
whom  you  must  trust,  and  who  are  the 
sources    of  all  Jewish   strength.'' 


THEY  HAJ'E  MADE  THEIR  CHOICE, 

The  Hebrew  Union  College,  through  its 
legal  managers,  seem  to  have  agreed  with 
Dr.  Kohler,  and  to  have  decided  that  a 
Zionist  cannot  be  a  member  of  the  faculty 
of  the  college. 

It  is  well  that  a  declaration  of  policy  has 
been  made. 

In  articles  which  have  appeared  in  the 
**Rcform  Advocate"  and  the  "Jewish  Ex- 
ponent," Dr.  Kohler  fixes  the  dogma  with 
which  he  hopes  to  burden  American  Re- 
form Judaism.  He  claims  the  wide  world 
for  the  Jew  who  "is  to  fertilize  it  with  his 
seeds  of  truth  and  righteousness  until  social 
justice  and  peace  reign  everywhere."  His 
liberalism  excommunicates  any  Reform  Jew 


who  denies  the  mission  theory  of  suffering^ 
and  dispersion; — the  more  thoroughly  dis^ 
persed  the  better.  He  will  probably  extend 
his  anathema  to  the  students  of  the  college 
and  withhold  the  degree  of  rabbi  from  any 
impertinent  theological  student  who  has 
views  as  to  Jewish  nationalism  and  who  de- 
nies that  the  mission  theory  is  worthy  of 
the  endorsement  of  a  dignified  independent 
people. 

The  policy  of  evasion  has  been  broken, 
and  all  who  are  responsible  for  the  resigna- 
tions of  Profs.  Margolis,  Malter,  and  Schloes- 
singer  have  cast  their  vote  in  favor  of  a  i 
synodal  edict  without  the  formality  of  calling 
a  synod. 

We  waive  all  question  as  to  the  right  of 
Dr.  Kohler  and  the  governors  of  the  col- 
lege to  commit  Reform  Judaism  against 
Zionism  without  submitting  their  views  to 
Central  Conference  of  American  Rabbis. 
We  waive  all  inquiries  into  the  truth  of 
the  declaration  that  Reform  Judaism  finds 
its  historical  justification  in  a  denial  of 
nationality.  Pending  endorsement  by  the 
Union  of  American  Congregations,  they  are 
the  trustees  of  the  reform  movement  ii> 
America.  If  they  choose,  they  may  convert 
the  college  into  a  kindergarten  for  the 
nursing  of  anti-Zionists.  They  may,  even 
now,  enact  an  ex-post-facto  law,  and  repudi- 
ate the  implied  agreement  with  their  students 
to  grant  them  the  rabbinical  degree  when 
they  have  passed  through  the  period  of 
study.  They  may  even  expel  those  students 
whose  enthusiasm,  whose  thinking,  whose 
lives  have  made  them  Zionists.  They  may 
separate  American  Reform  Judaism  from 
universal  Judaism,  and  they  may  attentuate 
Jewish  beliefs  to  the  vanishing  point. 

But  they  should  know  that  by  such  a 
policy  they  are  converting  the  Hebrew 
Union  College  into  a  petty,  sectarian,  dog- 
matic institution  of  learning.  They  are  de- 
liberately creating  a  schism  in  Jewish  re- 
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ligion  which  it  will  take  years  to  heal. 
The  Hebrew  Union  College  is  their  prop- 
erty, but  have  they  the  right  to  damage  the 
property  beyond  repair? 

They  cannot  muzzle  public  opinion.  They 
should  not  expect  public  opinion  to  char- 
acterize their  conduct  as  anything  better 
than  what  would  have  been  done  by  a 
Baptist  seminary  or  a  Catholic  university, 
with  the  papal  index  in  force.  The  Hebrew 
Union  College  will  not  be  considered  as  a 
-university  of  Jewish  science,  but  as  a  pri- 
vate institution  for  the  creation  of  rabbis 
who  have  already  denied  the  validity  of 
post-biblical  literature,  the  Shulkan  Aruch, 
Zionism,  Zion,  a  greater  part  of  the  Bible, 
and  who  are  expected  to  cling  with  all  the 
strength  of  their  souls  only  to  a  few  sayings 
of  the  prophets  and  a  judicious  selection 
from  the  Ten  Commandments. 

The  world  will  say,  too,  that  that  man  is 
unworthy  of  being  the  head  of  learning  who 
undertakes  to  oppress  the  growth  of  a  posi- 
tive faith  in  Jewish  life,  a  faith  which  hat 
rejuvenated  Jewish  ideals,  reclaimed  thou- 
sands who  had  turned  in  disgust  from  the 
cant  of  self-abasemtnt  coupled  with  the  cant 
of  self-glorification,  and  has  made  the  Jew- 
ish future  a  thing  in  which  to  rejoice.  The 
world  will  say  that  a  movement  which  has 
been  declared  as  ossified  takes  the  worst 
possible  measure  for  the  refutation  of  that 
charge  when  it  undertakes,  in  the  20th  cen- 
tury in  a  free  country,  to  employ  the 
methods  that  are  the  root  of  all  the  evils 
of  oppression  and  persecution.  Liberalism 
means  something  more  than  the  mere 
mouthing  of  the  word  by  intolerant  dogma- 
tists. 

Reform  Judaism  has  made  its  choice.  If 
it  speaks  uncontradicted,  its  choice  is  the 
choice  of  death,  intensive  deformity,  and 
utter  ossification  beyond  peradventure. 


will  occupy  the  attention  of  the  next  Con- 
gress. The  issue  is  unavoidable.  Our  ranks 
are  divided  between  those  who  would  conquer 
for  Zionism  by  settlements  in  Palestine, 
and  those  who  would  master  Palestine  in 
order  to  make  settlements  practical.  The  lines 
are  not  as  finely  drawn  as  when  Dr.  Herzl 
first  threw  down  the  gage  to  the  Chovevi  Zion 
The  newer  work  has  been  animated  by  a 
greater  spirit  and  has  had  a  more  general  pur- 
pose than  when  little  colonies  were  added  to 
little  colonies,  but  the  broad  distinction  is 
the  same.  Yet  the  Gegenstvart  program  is 
not  on  the  great  lines  which  Herzl  sketched, 
and  which  alone  meet  the  real  Jewish  need. 
There  is,  however,  little  likelihood  of  seri- 
ous discussion.  Compromise  is  already  in  the 
air,  and  for  this  reason  it  is  all  the  more  pos- 
sible to  discuss  the  varying  programs  frankly 
and  freely.  No  doubt,  American  Zionism  will 
do  its  share  towards  cr>'stallizing  opinion  at 
the   ensuing  convention. 


XORDAU  ASD  M ARMORER. 
To    use    the    conventional    language    of   po- 
litical    campaigns.     Dr.     Max     Xordau     has 
**soiuidcd  the  first  note"  in  the  debate  which 


THE  JEirS  IX  ROUMAXIA. 

We  have  been  excited  needlessly.  The  Rou- 
manian Jews  arc  not  the  victims  of  anti- 
Semitic  outrages,  but  of  the  excessive  war- 
spirit  of  the  Roumanian  peasants.  Of  course, 
if  they  had  been  the  victims  of  anti-Semitism, 
our  American  Jewish  Committee,  and  the 
Russo-Jewish  Committee,  might  have  done 
something.  They  might  have  petitioned  the 
British  Government  to  remonstrate  with  Rou- 
mania,  and  compel  its  cowardly  Government 
to  give  the  Jews  those  rights  guaranteed  by 
the  Berlin  Treaty.  Mass-meetings  might  have 
been  held  and  resolutions  carried,  and  fiery 
speeches   might   have   been    delivered. 

But  what  can  we  do  to  prevent  the  peasants 
from  making  "a  heap  of  ashes"  of  our  poor 
brethren?  All  that  is  beyond  the  pale  of 
diplomacy.  If  we  have  gone  ahead  assuming 
that  the  Government  is  responsible,  we  beg 
the  Government's  pardon.  It  is  Tn  the  same 
boat  with  us:  the  peasants  cannot  be  con- 
trolled. 
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siitTercrs.  Already  the  American  Jewish  Com- 
mittee has  forestalled  a  popular  appeal  by 
transferring  its  Kishineff  money  to  Roumania. 
Was  that  done  in  order  to  avoid  an  encounter 
with  public  opinion?  The  San  Francisco  ap- 
peal did  not  prove  very  successful  in  testing 
the  strength  of  the  position  of  that  Committee. 
Probably  had  another  collection  been  made, 
our  brethren  would  have  given  liberally.  They 
always  give  liberally  when  the  red  track  of 
Jewish  blood  is  moistened.  But  when  will  they 
give  to  forestall  the  pogroms  thaat  have  be- 
come such  common  incidents  in  Jewish  life? 


JUDAISM  AXD  HEBRAISM, 
There  is  a  new  rabbi  in  Boston.  His  name 
IS  Wolf  Margolis  and  he  comes  from 
Tirodno.  His  "orthodoxy"  is  absolute.  He 
Mill  hear  of  nothing  save  the  utmost  punc- 
til:ou>ness  in  ritual  and  dogma.  He  anathe- 
matizes Zionism  because  it  seeks  to  forestall 
the  Messiah  and  because  it  breaks  the  rigidity 
of  some  eighty  or  ninety  year  old  traditions. 
He  is  very  canny  and  Jesuitical. 

There  is  also  an  ancient  rabbi  in  Boston. 
HiN  names  is  Charles  Fleischer  and  he 
comes  from  Cincinnati.  His  "reform"  is 
absolute.  He  will  hear  of  nothing  save  the 
utmost  anarchy  in  ritual  and  dogma.  He 
anathematizes  Zionism  because  .  it  seeks  to 
re-Judaize  the  Jew  and  because  it  selects  an 
inherited  ideal  and  docs  not  ape  the  'Re- 
ligious" fads  he  is  devoted  to.  He  is  very 
very  much  the  reverse  of  canny  and  Jesu- 
ica!  Those  who  live  in  his  town  know  him 
as  the  most  adequate  representative  of  the 
Jewish   cham(51eon. 

Buth  these  persons.  Wolf  Margolis  and 
Charles  Fleischer,  claim  to  teach  the  true 
and  only  Judaism.  And  they  are  to  be 
counted  as  ministers  of  the  same  identical 
religion.  Fach  claims  that  the  other  is 
villainously  wrong  and  a  traitor  to  what  the 
religion  really  is.  Their  attitudes  are  so 
fiaily  contradictory  that  neither  can  be  right. 
A>  a  matter  of  fact,  what  each  stands  for 
is  a  gloss  and  comment  on  the  entity  to 
which  they  refer,  and  that  gloss  and  com- 


ment is  private  and  belongs  to  each  alone. 
They  arc  Rabbinists,  not  Judaists. 

What  is  this  thing  they  destroy?  It  is  a 
very  delinite  and  adequately  defined  series  of 
attitudes,  assumed  by  a  very  definite  and 
distinct  people  toward  their  God.  It  is  open 
to  betrayal,  has  been,  and  is  being  rabbini- 
nized  in  Grodno  and  Cincinnati  because  it 
has  been  torn  out  of  its  context  in  the 
unitary  life  of  a  unitary  people.  To  live, 
it  must  remain  part  of  the  organic  whole 
to  which  it  belongs.  A  hand  cut  oflF  from 
the  body  becomes  a  dead  hand.  A  religion 
also.  It  is  easy  to  see  why  professional  re- 
ligionists mourn  over  the  decay  of  Judaism. 
Severed  from  the  entirety  of  the  life  to 
which  it  belongs,  it  must  rot,  that  is,  rah- 
binfze. 

The  religious  attitude  is  not  the  only  atti- 
tude a  people  is  called  upon  to  assume.  It 
is  one  among  an  organic  infinity  of  them, 
which  express  together  a  single  racial  unity. 
The  word  which  means  that  organic  infinity 
is  Hebraism.  Hebraism  expresses  the 
whole  race-nature.  Judaism  is  an  element 
in  Hebraism.  If  its  metabolism  is  more 
rapid  or  slower  than  that  of  the  other  com- 
ponents of  the  unit,  Hebraism,  it  is  diseased 
and  must  be  cut  out.  Rabbinism  is  Judaism, 
sick. 

Nothing  is  so  necesasry  to  the  Jews  of 
.\merica.  now.  as  Judaism.  Women  orgafi- 
ize  to  seek  it  for  themselves  and  for  their 
children.  Men  build  temples  to  hold  it  in, 
and  try  to  attain  it  by  endowing  schools  of 
theology  and  founding  "Hebrevy"  charities. 
It  is  time  to  learn  that  the  living  religion 
cannot  be  had  except  from  the  whole  living 
culture  of  the  Jews,  Hebraism. 

Zionism,  in  our  opinion,  is  the  only  road  to 
Judaism.  Who  refuses  to  take  it  may  rest 
in  peace  with  his  Kohlerisms  and  Fleischerisms 
and  Margolisisms.  The  nostrum  habit  is  as 
common  in  religion  as  in  "medicine,  and  it  in- 
volves little  more  than  spiritual  insincerity. 

Those,  however,  who  are  spiritually  sin- 
cere, know  the  way  to  spiritual  health  and 
take  it.  M. 
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The  Anglo-Pale8tine  Company 


A  Brief  Account  of  How  the  Bank  U  Conducted 


(From  our  Jaffa  CorrcsponJcnt.) 


The  revival  of  commercial  activity  in  Pal- 
estine may  be  said  to  have  begun  with  the 
establishment  of  the  Jewish  bank  in  Jaffa. 
Before  it  opened  its  doors,  it  may  be  admitted 
that  commercial  activity  was  at  a  low  ebb: 
the  colonists  were  forced  to  borrow  money 
from    private    individuals    who    charijed    iliem 


Anglo  Palestine  Co.,  Jaffa. 

usurious  rates,  often  as  much  as  30  to  50  per 
cent. ;  tradesmen  were  hampered  in  tlieir  busi- 
ness by  lack  of  ready  cash,  and  artisans  ex- 
tended their  hands  t*^  the  IK  A  for  financial 
assistance,  which  was  often  refused,  and  when 
granted,  was  often  granted  under  degrading 
conditions. 

It  has  become  a  customary  thing  to  look 
upon  every  enterpri-e  liere  as  cliarity.  This 
custom  received  a  startling  jo't  when  the 
bank  was  opened  in  Jafifa.     They  were  of  the 


opinion — these  people  who  had  lived  more  upon 
benevolence  than  upon  the  fruits  of  honest 
labor — that  even  the  Zionists  had  at  last  suc- 
ceeded in  founding  an  institution  that  would 
open  its  purse  at  their  pleasure. 

But  they  were  soon  convinced  of  their  error. 
Mr.  Levontin,  the  director  of  the  bank,  un- 
deceived them.  He  declared  that  he  had 
been  sent  to  encourage  commerce  and  industry, 
and  to  assist  those  who  wished  to  contribute 
sunietliing  to  the  development  of  Palestine  by 
hard,  practical  work. 

The  fir^t  to  become  clients  of  the  Bank  were 
tlie  colonists,  especially  the  colonists  of  Pctach 
Tikvali,  who  have  ever  been  ready  to  do  busi- 
ness in  a  business-like  manner.  A  number 
(^f  them  had  had  ideas  of  improving  their 
iand.  but  could  not  secure  the  funds  for  the 
purpo>e.  They  labored  under  one  particular 
disadvantage.  They  were  obliged  to  transport 
ilieir  grapes  to  the  central  wine-cellars  at 
Rishon  le-Zion,  which  entailed  the  expense  of 
traiisp^rtation,  and  the  damage  to  the  grapes. 
The  needs  oi  the  colonists  were  placed  before 
the  bank  authorities,  who  decided  to  assist 
them  by  loaning  them  money  at  reduced  rates 
of  interest,  and  by  advancing  the  capital 
required  for  the  building  of  a  wine-cellar. 
Similar  wine-cellars  have  since  been  estab- 
lished  in   Rechoboth   and   Katra. 

This  policy  of  the  bank  has  done  much  to 
encourage  the.  colon- ^ts  to  greater  effort.  In 
several  colonies  the  bank  has  made  possible 
the  building  of  granaries  and  store-houses, 
and  it  has  he'ped  finance  mills,  soap  factories, 
etc.  Last  year  Petacli  Tikvah  was  enabled  U> 
bring  water  into  every  house  of  the  colony  and 
TO   install  an  adequate   sewage  system. 

As  the  bank  became  better  known,  its  office 
was  turned  into  a  rendezvous  for  business^ 
men.  employers  and  artisans,  and  now  there 
is  hardly  a  tradesman  who  has  not  at  one  time 
or  another  done  business  with  the  bank  oil' 
a   strictly  business   basis. 

In  order  to  encourage  home  industries,  the 
bank  was  instrumental  in  founding  a  Mutual 
Loan  Society,  to  assist  small  traders  and  ar- 
tisans. In  IQ06.  the  Jaffa  branch  alone  loaned 
a  sum  of  240.000  francs  against  1500  bills  to 
no  fewer  than  three  hundred  members  of  the 
loan    society.      The   bank    has    correspondents^ 
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in  Europe  and  is.  in  touch  with  all  branches 
of  commerce  in  Palestine  and  Syria.  It  has 
charge  of  the  business  of  orange  exportation 
of  the  society  Pardess,  on  its  way  to  England, 
and  it  also  transacts  business  for  the  importers 
of  Russian  commodities.  Merchants  who  set- 
tle here  are  granted  credit  according  to  their 
means.  This  line  of  business  has  done  much 
to  increase  the  holding  of  property  in  Pales- 
tine. The  bank  itself  is  now  acquiring  as 
much  land  as  it  can,  which  brings  in  good  re- 
turns. 

Its  line  of  bencficient  activity  has  extended 
in  another  direction.  It  has  affected  a  union 
of  timber  merchants  who  have  been  i:).^rsu«»ded 
to  form  one  company.  The  lumber  cr.mpany 
now  imports  lumber  to  the  amount  '>i  hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  francs  yearly.  The 
bank  also  has  interests  in  the  importation  of 
sugar,  petroleum  and  colonial  wares,  and  in  the 
exportation  of  grain,  oil,  soap  and  wine. 

In  summ'ng  up  its  work,  one  may  attribute 
the  success  of  the  Anglo-Pal'-sinie  Company 
to   several   causes. 

First,  it  is  a  legally  rccogni/rti  in^V'iution. 
The  Turkish  Government  itself  d  >es  Irsiness 
through   it. 

Second,  it  has  gained  the  co-i.^ijcncc  of  the 
wealthy  Arabs,  who,  for  some  reason,  prefer 
to  do  business  with  Jews,  rather  than  with 
Gentiles,  and  they  are  land-owners  who  carry 
on  an  extensive  trade  in  the  products  of  the 
country.  The  bank  ho'ds  their  business  capi- 
tal. 

Third,  its  policy  is  clearly  and  definitely 
stated  at  the  meet^ings  of  the  directors,  who 
consider  ever\  proposition  before  it  is  put  into 
practice. 

In  1905  a  branch  was  opened  at  Jerusalem, 
which  has  excellent  relations  with  Hebron, 
Gaza.  rUid  the  south  of  Judea.  In  1906.  the 
company  further  extended  its  operations  by 
opening  a  branch  at  Beirut,  the  most  im- 
portant city  of  Syria,  a  third  branch  is  shortly 
to  be  opened  at  Haifa,  and  agencies  arc  con- 
templated for  Safcd,  Hebron  and  Gaza. 

As  with  other  institutions,  there  are  many 
who  complain  that  the  Bank  does  not  -go  far 
enough  in  the  matter  of  advancing  loans.  But 
those  who  know  conditions,  understand  that 
it  would  be  foKy  to  advance  money  to  those 


who  merely  have  plans  in  mind,  and  who.  of 
themselves,  dp  not  begin  practical  work.  Mr. 
Levontine's  plea  is  this:  "Start  work;  then 
we  shall  assist  you." 


David  Levontin. 

The  bank  is  managed  by  the  general  direc- 
tor in  Palestine,  Mr.  David  Levontin,  whose 
assistant  is  Mr.  Saphir  at  Jaffa,  Drs.  Levy 
and  Jacobsohn  at  Jerusalem  and  Beirut  re- 
spectively, and  they  are  assisted  by  a  staff  of 
fifty  clerks.  Thus  it  gives  honorable  employ- 
ment to  more  families  than  are  engaged  in  the 
service  of  the  Palestine  charitable  institutions, 
including  the  work  of  the  Chovevi  Zion,  and 
wh'le  the  former  are  a  benefit  to  themselves 
and  of  value  in  the  work  of  the  bank,  the 
latter  are  a  constant  drain  on  the  funds  of  the 
charities  in  question. 

The  Anglo-Palestine  Company  is  the  one 
institution  here  that  encourages  trade  and  in- 
dustry and  is  not  a  philanthropy.  It  is  the 
crown  of  Zionism,  for  it  demonstrates  to  the 
world  that  the  Jews  can  live  in  Palestine  by 
honest  lal^or  and  that  they  need  not  beg  from 
one  another.  It  maintains  the  good  name  of  the 
Jews  to  such  a  degree  as  has  not  been  at- 
tained for  centuries.  Zionists  the  world  over 
ought  to  rally  around  this  agency  of  good, 
which  is,  soberly  stated,  the  foundation  stone 
of  the  regeneration  of  our  people  on  Jewish 
soil. 
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The  Poale  Zion  in  Rishon  le  Zion 


PALESTINE   NEWS  ITEMS 


{From  Our  Correspondent.) 


In  the  early  part  of  March,  the  Poale  Zion- 
i>t^  managed  to  create  quite  some  anxiety  in 
the  wine-cellars  here.  Six  laborers  at  work 
in  the  cellars  were  given  notice  to  leave  owing 
to  the  slack  season.  They  happened  to  be 
members  of  the  Poale  Zion  society,  wh!ci 
aims,  it  seems,  to  rule  Palestine  by  the  most 
modern  of  methods.  Their  comrades  em- 
ployed in  the  cellars  demanded  that  the  dis- 
charged workmen  be  reinstated.  Mr.  Gluskin, 
the  manager,  denied  their  request.  Where- 
upon they  declared  a  strike  and  with  extra- 
ordinary decision,  at  once  locked  the  cellars 
and  threatened  with  physical  injury  any  one 
who  dared  open  them. 

The  colonists  at  once  held  a  meeting  and 
oflFercd  to  arbitrate  the  matter  with  the  strik- 
ers, which  was  refused.  The  colonists  then 
despatched  couriers  to  the  neighboring  col- 
onies and  summoned  them  to  appear  as  soon 
as  po>.^ible.  Shortly  after,  the  neighbors  ar- 
rived. The  young  farmers  appeared  at  Rishon 
le  Zion  armed  from  head  to  foot.  The  rebels, 
losing  their  courage,  marched  out  of  the  cel- 
lars, defiantly,  singing  revolutionary  songs,  and 
tluMi  dispersed.  This  ended  the  incident.  The 
locking  of  the  cellars  for  three  days,  caused, 
however,  a  serious  loss.  An  agitation  has 
started  against  the  Poale  Zionists,  whose  tac- 
tics, in  this  respect  at  least,  were  entirely 
wrong.  The  methods  of  revolutionary  Russia 
art-  certainly  out  of  place  in  Palestine  at  the 
present  time. 


Odessa  Zionists 

After  a  period  of  time  during  which  legal 
sanction  for  the  organization  of  Zionist  Clubs 
was  withheld,  the  Zionists  of  Odessa  .  have 
been  granted  the  privilege  of  re-opening  the 
Zionist  Societies.  They  are  consequently  very 
much  pleased,  and  have  voted  700  rubles  to 
cover  preliminary  expenses  of  beginning  ac- 
tivity anew.  Dr.  Sapir  is  the  president  of  the 
society,  and  together  with  the  executive,  will 
endc.'uor  to  give  public  life  to  the  movement  in 
Odessa,  with  lectures,  discussions,  and  with  a 
reading  room  and  library. 


(From  Our  Correspondent.) 


On  Thursday,  March  14,  telegrams  reached 
the  Sephardic  community,  direct  from  the 
capital  of  the  Turkish  Empire,  to  the  effect 
that  the  Hakam  Bashi,  Jacob  Mair,  had  been 
deposed  and  that  Rabbi  Eliyahu  Panizeel  had 
been  appointed  in  his  stead.  It  will  be  re- 
membered that,  on  the  death  of  the  late 
Hakam  Bashi,  Elyashar,  the  Jerusalem  Sephar- 
dic community  disagreed  as  to  his  successor. 
Antebi.  the  represen«:ative  of  the  Alliance, 
advanced  the  claims  of  Jacob  Mair,  and 
Valero,  the  banker,  the  claims  of  the  opposi- 
tion. Intrigues  followed,  and  now  the  choice 
of  the  community  has  been  nullified  by  the 
action  of  the  Turkish  Government,  which  is 
the  court  of  last  resort. 


The  foundation  stone  of  the  Orphan  Asylum 
was  laid  during  March.  This  instftution  will 
provide  acconmiodations  for  400  boys,  and  will 
have  work-shops,  baths  and  a  synagogue.  It 
is  to  be  called  the  "Diskin-Auerbach  Orphan 
.\svlum." 


The  new  society,  "The  Future,"  has  fixed 
upon  Haifa  as  the  best  place  to  sti.rt  its 
operations.  The  society  has  already  estab- 
lished a  .soap  and  oil  factory  near  the  sea- 
shore and  employs  twenty  workmen,  its  work 
being,  however,  in  the  first  stages  of  develop- 
ment. Should  it  succeed,  the  Gali'ean  set* 
tlements  will  be  greatly  benefitted.  The  In- 
formation Bureau  gives  the  Jewish  population 
of  Haifa  as  312  families.  Three  years  ago,  as 
I  remember,  one  could  not  find  a  minyan  of 
Askenasic  Jews. 


Jacobus  Kann,  director  of  the  Anglo- Pales- 
tine Company,  and  vice-president  of  the  Jew- 
ish Colonial  Trust,  is  now  traveling  in  Galilee 
on  a  tour  of  inspection. 


.\X  the  request  of  the  leading  members  of 
the  Jewish  communities  in  Beyrout  and  Haifa, 
the  Ililfsverein  in  Berlin  has  voted  sums  for 
the  opening  of  Jewish  kindergarten  in  those 
cities;  the  Froebel  schools  maintained  by  the 
Hilfs'i'erein  now  number  eight. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    MACCABAEAN. 


199 


Dr.  Nordau  on  the  Program 

At  a  meeting  of  French  Zionists  held  in 
Paris,  on  March  2^^  Dr.  Max  Nordau  de- 
clared that  it  was  necessary  at  once  to 
prepare  for  the  next  Zionist  Congress,  and 
to  organize  the  plans  for  the  future  of 
the  movement. 

It  was  necessary  that  there  should  be  co- 
hesion in  Zionist  views.  It  was  evident  that 
a  Congress  could  not  impede  the  develop- 
ment of  the  future  of  Israel;  but  it  was  also 
certain  that  on  the  next  Congress  would  de- 
pend the  future  of  the  Zionist  movement. 
It  had  been  stated,  wrongly  as  he  thought, 
that  the  last  Congress  had  definitely  re- 
moved all  differences  of  opinion,  had 
smoothed  over  all  dissensions,  and  had 
unified  every  op'nion.  This  was  a  profound 
mistake. 

Dr.  Nordau  was  opposed  to  the  idealistic 
policy  of  immediate  action,  and  favored  a 
policy  of  realization,  more  slow  but  more 
sure,  by  the  preparation  of  all  the  elements 
which  could  assure  the  future  of  Israel.  In 
the  ranks  of  the  Zionists  there  were  many 
partisans  of  the  policy  of  immediate  action 
in  Palestine.  Those  who  held'^iis  view  did 
not  properly  understand  Zionism,  he  said, 
for  the  realization  of  a  program  of  that 
nature  would  transform  it  into  a  purely 
philanthropic  movement.  The  Zionist  or- 
ganization was  not  a  charitable  society;  it 
was  a  party  which  had  undertaken  the  task 
of  solving  the  Jewish  problem.  That  was 
not  a  task  which  could  be  completed  in  a 
day,  and  it  was  not  in  a  single  day  that 
they  could  withdraw  the  Jewish  people 
from  their  captivity  and  place  their  destiny 
in  their  own  hands 

Zionists  had  been  reproached,  and  the  re- 
proach affected  them  deeply,  that  by  post- 
poning the  solution  of  the  question  they 
would  alienate  the  masses.  But  their  ideal 
did  not  permit  them  thus  to  take  into  con- 
sideration desiderata  of  a  paltry,  practical 
kind  which  could  not  be  realized  in  the  pres- 
ent state  of  affairs.  This  was  the  reason 
why  he  could  not  agree  to  the  "Gegenwarts- 
program";  on  the  other  hand,  he  had  con- 
6dence,  despite  everything,  that  the  enthu- 


siasm for  Zion,  that  sacred  and  prophetic 
fire,  would  not  be  extinguished  in  the  souls 
of  the  masses.  He  could  not  lower  his  ideal 
in  order  to  satisfy  demands  for  an  im- 
mediate realization  of  the  program.  He  cer- 
tainly felt  that  on  account  of  persecution 
and  oppression  the  Jewish  people  demanded 
its  salvation  and  sought  to  emerge  as  quick- 
ly as  possible  from  the  terrible  position  into 
which  it  had  fallen.  But  what  could  they  do 
it  at  present?  Had  they  the  necessary  re- 
sources, and  above  all,  had  they  the  soil 
which  would  receive  their  brethren?  They 
were  not  even  permitted  to  buy  land  in 
Palentine.  What  advantage  would  it  be  to 
embark  on  constructive  action  in  a  land 
which  did  not  offer  them  any  guarantee? 
They  should,  therefore,  patiently  set  to 
work  to  prepare  their  people  for  better  days, 
to  educate  them  for  the  future,  to  spread 
their  ideal,  and  instead  of  adopting  as  their 
program  that  of  immediate  action,  they 
should  strive  to  make  clear  their  conception 
of   Zionism. 


Zionism  in  Viennese  Politics 


The  Jews  of  Vienna  have  always  been  in- 
different to  polit'cs  in  general  and  to  Jewish 
politics  in  particular,  which  may  be  seen  from 
the  fact  that  Vienna,  having  such  a  large 
Jewish  population,  sends  almost  always  anti- 
Semites  as  its  representatives  in  Parliament. 
But  the  intensity  of  the  growing  anti-Semitism 
and  the  estrangement  between  the  Jew.>  and 
non-Jews  in  Austria  on  the  one  hand,  and 
the  work  of  the  Zionists  and  nationalists  on 
the  other,  have  stimulated  the  Jews  of  Vienna 
to  political  activity  and  have  stirred  their 
consciousness. 

.Another  important  factor  is  the  new  law 
compelling  everybody  to  participate  in  the  elec- 
tions; until  now  the  greater  number  of  Jews 
(especially  the  orthodox)  refrained  from  vot- 
ing; now  they  must  vote  for  this  or  that  Can- 
didate for  the  lower  house  of  the  Landtag* 
and  the  question  as  to  who  shall  be  the  Jewish 
deputy  has  now  become  important.  The  Zion- 
ists have  resolved  to  nominate  their  own  can- 
didates in  every  part  of  the  city,  even  wher^ 
the  Jews  are  in  the  minority,  so  that  the  Jews, 
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who  must  vote,  should  not  be  compelled  to 
vote  for  an  anti-Semite.  In  the  statement  is- 
sued by  the  committee  (composed  of  repre- 
sentatives of  synagogues  and  charitable  in- 
stitutions), the  Jews  were  told  that  anti- 
Semitism  might  grow  keener  because  of  the 
change  in  the  election  system,  and  that  at  least 
one  Jewish  representative  must  be  elected  to 
defend  the  Jewish  people  and  the  Jewish  re- 
ligion against  the  attacks  of  the  anti-Semites. 
The  committee  nominated  Dr.  Bloch,  the 
editor    of   the    W'ochcnschrift. 

The  tirst  pre-election  meeting  was  held  on 
the  i8th  of  February.  Dr.  Schreiber,  in  open- 
ing the  meeting,  pointed  out  the  causes 
which  led  the  Jews  of  Vienna  to  change 
their  ancient  political  tactics.  Then  Dr. 
Bloch  himself  spoke.  When  the  candidate 
had  finished  speaking.  Dr.  Zweig,  the  Zion- 
ist, asked  Dr.  Bloch  to  define  his  attitude 
towards  Judaism  and  to  answer  the  follow- 
ing questions: 

''Do  you  consider  yourself  a  member  of  the 
Jewish  nation?" 

**\Vill  you  join  the  Jewish  Parliamentary 
Club?"    » 

"Will  you  defend  Jewish  autonomy?" 

"Will  you  defend  the  democratization  of 
all  Jewish  institutions  in  general?" 

Dr.  Bloch  made  an  attempt  to  ignore  the 
questions,  but  the  audience  insisted  upon  a 
definite  answer  to  the  questions.  Then  he 
said  that  he  considered  himself  a  member  of 
•the  Jewish  nation,  but  that  he  would  not  join 
the  Jewish  club,  and  that  he  would  consult 
the  other  Jewish  deputies  on  all  questions 
concerning  Judaism. 

The  Zionists  have  adopted  the  following 
program  at  their  last  general  meeting:  To 
nominate  Dr.  Schalit  in  the  District  of  Leo- 
poldstadt  against  Dr.  Bloch. 


A  meeting  convened  by  Zionists  was  held  at 
the-  Hotel  Continental  in  Vienna,  on  March 
dp,  to  protest  against  the  atrocities  in  Rou- 
mania.  Dr.  Schalit,  who  was  one  of  the  speak- 
ers, moved  that  the  Jewish  question  should 
be  brought  before  the  Peace  Conference  at 
the  Hague,  for  he  maintained  that  Jewish  ex- 
cesses were  now  as  ever  the  beginning  of 
anarchy.    No  resolution  was  adopted. 


The  Conference  of  the  ''Jewish 
National  Group 

St.  Petersbirg,  March  20. — The  confer- 
ence of  the  Jewish  National  Group,  which 
was  held  here  on  F"ebruary  24-25  (March 
9-10)   adopted  the  following  program: 

**The  Jewish  National  Group  sets  before* 
itself  the  task  of  working  for  the  political 
and  national  emancipation  of  the  Jews  in 
Russia.  It  holds  that  the  fate  of  Russia 
Jewry  is  inseparably  bound  up  with  the 
political  fate  of  Russia,  and  that  its  main 
aim  can  be  attained  only  through  a  com- 
plete democratization  of  the  form  of  gov- 
ernment and   through   political   freedom. 

"In  elaborating  its  national  program,  the 
Group  considers  the  Cultur  and  national 
individuality  of  the  Jews  of  the  greatest 
importance. 

"The  Group  therefore  appeals  to  all  demo- 
cratic elements  of  Jewry  to  form  one  gen- 
eral National  Union  in  order  to  carry  on 
a  united  campaign  for  civic,  political  and 
national  rights,  and  thus  also  aid  the  general 
political,  economic  and  spiritual  regenera- 
tion. 

M.  Winawer  presided,  and  represen- 
tatives from  every  province  in  the  Jewish 
Pale  were  present  at  the  conference. 

Many  people  have  confounded  the  Jew- 
ish National  Group  with  the  Jewish  "Volks- 
partei."  The  Jewish  National  Group  is 
under  the  leadership  of  Winawer,  who,  though 
not  a  member  of  the  second  Duma,  is  still 
one  of  the  guiding  spirits  of  the  Constitu- 
tional Democratic  Party. 

The  Jewish  "Volkspartei"  is  headed  by  S. 
M.  Dubnow,  the  historian. 


The  Sultan  of  Turkej  and  tha  Jews 

The  London  "Daily  Mail,"  of  March  g 
published  an  interview  which  had  been  ac- 
corded Mr.  Sidney  Whitman  by  the  Sultan 
of  Turkey.  In  the  course  of  his  letter,  Mr. 
Whitman  observes:  "The  Jews  are  a  race 
for  whom  the  Sultan  has  always  entertained 
a  kindly  feeling,  and  he  believes  they  arc 
yet  destined  to  play  a  great  part  in  the 
world." 
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Meeting  of  Actions  Committee 


A  meeting  of  the  Smaller  Actions  Commit- 
tee was  bed  at  Cologne  on  Monday  and  Tues- 
day. March  18-19.  There  were  present: 
David  Wolffsohn,  Prof.  Otto  Warburg,  L.  J. 
<ireeiiberg.  Dr.  A.  Marmorek  and  M.  Ussisch- 
kin.  There  were  also  present  as  advisors  on 
certain  points  Dr.  Bodenheimer,  Joseph 
Cow  en,  Herr  Treidel  and  Director  Hirsch  and 
Secretary  Neumann  of  the  Jewish  Colonial 
Trust.  President  Wolffsohn  rendered  a  re- 
port on  his  journey  to  South  Africa  and  Pal- 
<^>tine.  He  gave  expression  to  his  apprecia- 
t  on  of  the  progress  made  by  the  Anglo- Pal- 
estine Company  and  emphasized  the  need  of 
increasing  the  capital  of  that  corporation  to 
$500,000  and  establishing  another  branch  of 
the  bank  in  Palestine.  The  Actions  Commit- 
tee aidorsed  Herr  Wolffsohn's  remarks  and 
resolved  to  present  a  resolution  to  that  effect 
at  the  next  meeting  of  the  directors  of  the 
Anglo- Palestine  Company. 

After  some  discussion  it  was  decided  to 
call  a  meeting  of  the  Larger  Actions  Com- 
mittee, to  be  held  at  Cologne  on  May  5.  At 
the  same  time  a  meeting  of  the  directors  and 
original  stockholders  of  the  Jewish  Colonial 
Trust  will  be  held,  as  well  as  meetings  of  the 
directors  of  the  Anglo-Palestine  Company 
and  the  directors  of  the  Jewish  National  Fund. 
A  resolution  will  be  presented  to  the  Larger 
Actions  Committee  to  convene  the  next  Con- 
gress during  the  month  of  August  of  this 
year. 

The  following  resolution  was  passed  in  re- 
lation to  the  establishment  of  an  orphan  asy- 
lum in  Palestine  by  means  of  money  to  be 
used  for  this  purpose  from  the  Russian  Relief 
Fund: 

Inasmuch  as  it  has  been  shown  that  the 
means  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Actions 
Committee  for  the  establishment  of  an  orphan 
asylum  are  not  sufficient;    and, 

Inasmuch  as  the  Actions  Committee  is  con- 
vinced that  it  would  be  better  to  have  the  or- 
phans raised  in  the  country  instead  of  in  a 
city  orphan  asylum. 

Resolved,  That  a  country  home  be  estab- 
lished   in    Palestine    for    those    children,    es- 


pecially girls,  orphaned  by  the  pogroms;  and. 

Resolved,  That  the  preliminary  work  be  be- 
gun at  once. 

Until  the  establishment  of  this  Home,  the 
orphans  will  be  supported  Mn  the  country  by 
means  of  the  interest  on  this  Fund. 

It  was  reported  that  the  statutes  of  the  Jew- 
ish National  Fund,  adopted  by  the  annual  Con- 
ference, had  been  presented  to  the  English 
courts  for  approval.  The  Actions  Committee 
will  make  several  propositions,  at  the  first 
meeting  of  the  Directorate  of  the  Jewish  Na- 
tional Fund,  concerning  the  purchase  of  land 
for  the  Bezalel  in  Jerusalem,  for  the  Scholl 
Kiryath    Sefer,  etc. 

The  accounts  of  the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust 
were  presented  and  approved.  The  statement 
showed  that  there  had  been  a  net  profit  of 
$36735,  which  will  permit  a  dividend  of  three 
and  a  half  per  cent.  The  accounts  of  the 
Anglo- Palestine  Company  also  disclosed  a 
satisfactory  condition.  The  central  office  in 
Jaffa  had  made  an  increased  profit,  and  the 
branch  in  Jerusalem  for  the  first  time  pro- 
duced a  profit.  The  branch  in  Beirut  does 
not  show  a  c'ear  balance  as  yet  on  the  favor- 
able side,  but  it  must  be  remarked  that  though 
the  Beirut  branch  was  established  in  May 
of  last  year,  it  did  not  begin  its  operations 
until  .\ugust.  Nevertheless,  indications  arc 
that  this  branch  will  also  do  well  in  the  fu- 
ture. 

The  central  bureau  of  the  Jewish  National 
Fund  now  in  Vienna,  will  be  moved  to  Cologne 
in  a  few  weeks. 

The  resolutions  of  the  last  general  meeting 
of  the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust,  concerning  the 
statutes  of  the  Bank,  have  also  been  presented 
to  the  English  courts. 

The  readers  of  The  Maccabae.\n  will  be 
given  a  complete  report  of  the  sessions  of  the 
Larger  Actions  Committee,  which  are  sched- 
uled for  May  5. 


Wool-CI— nting  BusiiieM 

The  firm  of  Richard,  Zemach  and  Company, 
of  Lodz,  has  established  a  wool-cleansing  busi- 
ness in  Palestine.  It  has  purchased  a  build- 
ing in  Rishon  le-Zion,  and  ordered  the  neces- 
sary machinery  from  the  Stein  shops,  of  Jaffa. 

Dr.  J.  L.  Magnes  will  visit  Palestine  this 
summer  and  will  probably  attend  the  next 
congress.  1 


Digitized  by 


Google 


202 


THE    MACCABAEAN. 


The  Jewish  Colonial  Trust 


Directors  Report  mod  Balance  Sheet  for  1906 


The  result  of  the  working  for  the  year 
1906  is  satisfactory,  exhibiting  .\  slow  but 
continued  progress  in  the  exiJaniion  of  our 
business. 

The  profit  of  the  Head  Oflfice  amounts  to 
^7*730  17s.  7d.,  from  which  has  to  be  deducted 
the  loss  in  r*spect  to  the  \Vhii:**ohapel  B'-anch 
during  the  year  of  €383  lis.,  leaving  a  net 
profit,  as  shown  by  the  published  balance-sheet 
of  ^7,347  6s.  7d..  free  of  Income  Tax. 

The  gross  profit  for  the  year  1906  amounted 
to  €15.400  (as  against  €14,100  for  the  yeaf 
1905);  the  expenses  were  £8,070  (as  against 
fi8,ooo  for  1905).  The  Share  Capital  has  been 
increased  to  the  extent  of  €1421,  by  the  issue 
of  newly  and  previously  subscribed  shares,  and 
amounted,  on  the  31st  of  December,  1906,  to 
-£252,877.  During  the  last  year  we  have  con- 
siderably restricted  our  Russian  discount  busi- 
ness, and  we  are  glad  to  be  able  to  state  that 
no  difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  collecting 
payment  of  bills.  We  have  also  sustained  no 
material  loss  in  any  direction.  Our  Commis- 
sion current  accounts  and  discount  business 
with  English  and  foreign  customers  has  in- 
creased. We  have  devoted  a  large  portion  of 
our  resources  to  Contango  business  in  Lon- 
don which  has  yielded  us  a  satisfactory  profit. 
The  business  carried  on  by  our  Whitechapel 
Branch,  although  very  extensive,  has  unfor- 
tunately not  been  profitable.  This  is  not,  how- 
ever, an  unlooked  for  result  since,  as  is  gen- 
erally known,  Ifranches  of  banks  in  this  coun- 
try cannot  be  relied  upon  to  yield  profits  until 
after  a  few  years*  working.  The  business  of 
the  Anglo- Palestine  Company,  Limited,  shows 
a  favorable  result.  Its  business  report  will  be 
issued  shortly.  Our  investments  are  thor- 
oughly sound,  and  we  continue  to  conduct  the 
business  of  the  Bank  carefully  and  cautiously, 
so  that  we  may  look  for  good  progress  in  the 
future. 

From  the  profit  fiboo  has  been  carried  to  the 
reserve  for  bad  and  doubtful  debts,  and  there 
remains  for  distribution  the  sum  of  £6,747 
6s.  /d.,  to  which  is  added  the  balance  carried 


forward  from  1905,  £2,018  6s.  6d. :  total  £8*765 
13s.   id. 

The  Board  has  resolved  to  propose  to  the 
General  Meeting,  which  is  to  be  held  in  Aug- 
ust, at  the  time  of  the  Congress,  that  a  divi- 
dend of  8d.  per  £1  share  (3  i-3  %)  be  de- 
clared. For  the  Board  of  Directors,  (Signed) 
J.  Katzen'ki-sohn. 


THE  OPINION  OF  DR.  B.  FELSENTHAL 


We  publish,  with  the  permission  of  its  au- 
thor,   an    extract    from    a    letter    written    on 
Mai^ch  4,  1907,  by  Dr.  B.   Felsenthal,  of  Chi- 
ago.  to  Dr.  J.  L.  Magnes: 

•"From  day  to  day  my  conviction  becomes 
nore  intensified  that  Zionism  alone  will  be  the 
avior  of  our  Nation  and  its  religion,  and  save 
t  from  death  and  disappearance.  Only  the 
leepening  and  widening  in  our  midst  of  the 
thought  that,  foremost  of  all  we  are  a  distinct 
people  in  the  midst  and  at  the  side  of  other 
peoples,  and  that  mainly  we  are  bound  to- 
gether by  racial  ties,  more  so  than  by  sharing 
the  same  belief  in  certain  articles  of  faith. — 
only  this  thought  will  justify  and  guarantee 
Israel's  further  existence  in  the  world  as  a 
separate  people  and  Judaism's  further  exist- 
ence as  a  separate  religion,  distinct  from  other 
dogmatically  unfettered  religious  communities. 

"I  know  that  anti-Zionists,  and  especially 
those  in  the  so-called  Reform  camp,  do  not 
share  in  this  view;  they — the  Dreamers — do 
really  believe,  or  pretend  to  believe,  that  by 
their  reforms  they  will  save  Israel,  and  that 
thereby  they  will  enpower  it  to  fulfill  what 
tliey  call  the  Jewish  Mission  in  the  world! 
Just  in  the  opposite  directions  their  endeavors 
will  run.  .Absorption  of  Israel  by  other  na- 
tions and  gradual  dying  of  Judaism,  this  will 
he  their  achievement. 

**1  have  often  thought  in  these  last  days  of  a 
certain  passage  in  the  Talmud  (Tr.  Sanhed- 
rin),  wherein,  in  connection  with  the  Biblical 
verse.  \\n(\  thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbor  as 
thyself,'  it  is  said.  *Select  for  him  a  beautiful 
form  of  death.'  A  beautiful  death,  euthanasia, 
is.  in  certain  circumstances,  something  highly 
desirable.  But  to  bring  it  about  in  regard  ta 
the  people  of  Israel. — no.  I  do  not  wish  to  be 
an  accomplice  in  such  a  criminal  proceeding."^ 
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Monthly    Meeting    of  the  Execu-      pressed  their  congratulations  to  the  New  York 

tive  Committee  ^°""^''  '"  *'"'  '"='""• 


A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Federation  was  held  on  Monday  evening, 
April  8,  at  403  W.  115  street,  New  York.  The 
following  were  present:  Mr.  Abel,  Prof.  Got- 
theil,  Mr.  Lieberman,  Mr.  Lubarsky,  Mr. 
Lipsky,  Dr.  Radin,  Mr.  Rosovsky  and  the 
Secretary. 

Excuses  for  absence  were  received  from  the 
president.  Dr.  Harry  Friedenwald,  Dr.  Fried- 
lander,  Mr.  Frotnenson,  Mr.  Lewin-Epstein 
and  Mr.  Goldman,  of  St.  Louis. 

The  chief  topics  of  discussion  were  the 
finances  of  the  Federation,  and  the  coming 
convention  at  Tannersville.  It  was  reported 
that  the  plan  to  secure  contributors  at  $10 
a  year  was  being  pushed  with  vigor,  and  that 
there  were  many  evidences  of  its  success. 

The  Convention  Committee  reported  that 
all  arrangements  had  been  made  for  a  con- 
vention at  Tannersville  to  be  held  June  28- 
July  3.  A  large  attendance  at  this  convention 
is  expected,  especially  in  view  of  the  coming 
Eighth  Congress  of  the  Zionist  movement,  to 
be  held   in   .August. 

In  connection  with  the  Congress,  it  was  re- 
ported that,  under  instructions  from  the  Ac- 
tions Committee,  the  societies  had  been  asked 
to  settle  their  Shekel  accounts,  on  or  before 
April  30.  .All  holders  will  not  be  privileged 
to  vote  for  delegates  to  the  next  Zionist  Con- 
gress. The  secretary  was  instructed  to  make 
inquiries  as  to  such  persons  as  have  the  in- 
tention of  standing  for  election  as  delegates 
to  the  next  Congress. 

It  was  reported  that  the  literature  proga- 
ganda  of  the  movement  was  meeting  with  suc- 
cess. \  pamphlet  by  Dr.  Schechter,  entitled 
"Zionism :  A  Statement,"  had  been  distributed 
during  the  past  month.  The  next  pamphlet 
to  be  distributed  is  the  one  prepared  by  the 
Actions  Committee,  entitled.  "Ten  Years  of 
Zionism." 

The  Chairman  of  the  New  York  Council, 
^  Dr.  H.  Epstein,  who  was  present  at  the  meet- 
ing on  invitation,  reported  that  it  was  likdy 
that  a  Zion  Hall  would  be  established  in 
New  York  within  the  next  three  months.  The 
members    of    the    I-'xecutive    Committee    ex- 


DELEGATES  TO  NEXT  CONGRESS 


Of  special  interest  is  the  following  letter 
by  the  Secretary,  Dr.  Magnes,  which  has 
been  addressed  to  affiliated  societies: 

The  Eighth  Zionist  Congress  is  to  be 
held  in  the  month  of  -August.  The  Ac- 
tions Committee  has  not,  as  yet,  decfded  the 
exact  date  of  holding  the  Congress.  This 
will  be  decided  at  a  meeting  of  the  Large 
.Actions  Committee,  which  has  been  called 
for  May  5.  Our  Federation  expects  tele- 
graphic communications  as  to  the  action  of  the 
meeting  concerning  the  Congress. 

The  Eighth  Congress  will  be  the  first 
real  Palestinian  Congress  of  our  movement. 
.AH  differences  as  to  the  fundamental  princi- 
p'cs  governing  our  "movement  have  been  set- 
tled. The  work  of  real  construction,  for  and 
in  Palestine,  has  been  begun.  The  Eighth 
Congress  will,  therefore,  be  an  important  one,, 
inasmuch  as  Palestine  will  be  the  center  of 
actual  interest. 

The  purpose  of  this  letter  is  to  ask  you 
whether  there  is  anyone  in  your  society 
who  wishes  to  stand  for  election  as  a  dele- 
gate to  the  next  Congress.  H  there  be  such 
person  or  persons,  would  you  kindly  forward 
names  and  addresses  to  this  office  at  your 
earliest  convenience,  inasmuch  as  the  elec- 
tion must  be  arranged  befor  our  Conven- 
tion in  Tannersville  in  June. 

In  this  connection,  we  wish,  for  the  last 
time,  to  call  your  attention  to  the  instruc- 
tions from  the  Actions  Comite  concerning 
the  sale  of  Shekolim.  .AH  Shckolim  sold 
after  April  30  will  be  regarded  as  en 
titling  holders  thereof  to  votes  for  dele- 
gates to  the  Eighth  Zonist  Congress.  The 
societies  are.  therefore,  called  upon  to  act 
with  promptness  in  this  regard,  so  that  the 
American  delegation  to  the  Congress  may 
be  a  large  and  representative  one. 

With   Zion's   greetings, 

J.    L.    M.\GNES, 

Secretary. 
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Federation  of  American  Zionists 


DONATION  NATIONAL  FUND. 
E.  Liverpool,  O. 


Accounts  for  April  B'nai   Zion    $  3 .00 

The  Federation  reports  the  following::  Reading,  Pa. 

National  Fund  Stamps.  Harry   Zalile    3.59 

New  York.  New  York. 

Friends  of  Zion $    950       ,,     Weissman    2.69 

Young   Aiistro-Hunganan   Zionists 3.00                                Haverhill,  Mass. 

D.    H.    Lieberman 2.00      1     ,        ,     -,. 

j^^  Jcsnuoth    Zion     5 .00 

Office 3.00      -^                                                                          ^ 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

Ahawath    Zion 5.00                                                                            ^1920 

Chicago,  111.  

Order  Knights  of  Zion 50.00                 GOLDEN   BOOK  ENTRIES. 

M.    Kramer    i  .00                                 Scranton,  Pa. 

Fitchburg,  Mass.  "A.  L.  Lichterninn."  by  Chovevi  Zion   ...$50.00 

Tiphereth    Zion 900                               Philadelphia,    Pa. 

Los  Angeles,  Cal.  **David   B.  Tierkel,"  by  Maccabaean 

Young   Zionists'    Assn 30.00  ^ic>"     '^ssn 50.00 

Baltimore,  Md.  ••      Bridgeport,  Conn. 

S    E.    Council 950      B*nai    Zion    50.00 

Los  Angeles,   Cal.  Burl-ngton,   Y^t. 

B'nai    Zion    Assn 500      Daughters   of   Zion 50.00 


$127.00  $200.00 


J.  C.  T.  Shares. 


Atlanta,  Ga.  Recapiti'Lation. 

E.    Jacobs $500      N.    F.    stamps $127.00 

New  York.  Shares    10.00 

■S.   Politer    500      Donations    09.28 

G.    B,    Entries 200.00 

$10.0  


$356.28 


WE  NOW    HAVE   FOR  SALE 

Zionist  Gold  Pins  and  Buttons 

14  carat,   solid   gold.  Same  design  as  our  regular  pin. 

The  Pnce  is  Two  Dollars 

For  ten  cash  new  subscribers,  we  will  give  one  of  these  elegant    pins   or    buttons 
iree  of  charge. 

THE  MACCABAEAN 

.547    BROAD^TAY,    NE^T    YORK 
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News  of  the  Movement 


Baltmiore,  Md. 

A  banquet  and  Passover  celebration  was 
held  by  the  Tikvath  Zion  Association  on  Sun- 
day evening,  March  31,  at  the  Zionist  head- 
quarters. The  audience  was  composed  of 
members  of  the  various  Zionist  societies  and 
their  friends.  Music  was  furnished  by  the 
Sterling  String  Quartet  and  Messrs.  Eddie  S. 
Levie  and  Jacob  Blaustein,  and  recitations 
by  Miss  FreilichofiF  and  Mr.  Himmelfarb.  The 
feature  of  the  evening  was  an  enthusiastic  ad- 
dress by  Mr.  Morris  Freilichoff  of  Washing- 
ington,  D.  C,  in  answer,  primarily,  to  the  anti- 
Zionistic  Passover  sermons  by  some  of  the 
local  rabbis,  especially  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Rose- 
nau.  Various  Zionistic  songs  were  sung  dur- 
ing the  evening. 


Boston  Council 


The  reorganization  meeting  of  the  Zionist 
Council,  of  Boston,  was  held  at  its  meeting 
during  April  month,  at  the  Young  Men's 
Hebrew  Association.  The  attendance  was 
large;  representatives  of  nearly  every  Zion- 
ist society  of  Boston  were  present.  The  re- 
organization of  the  Council  means  that  an 
executive  committee  of  15,  including  the 
oflFiccrs,  will  meet  four  times  each  year,  will 
care  for  all  the  work  which  comes  under  the 
direct  management  of  the  Council.  At  the 
meeting  the  following  officers  were  elected 
for  the  ensuing  term:  Julius  Meyer,  presi- 
dent; Rabbi  D.  Israelite,  of  Chelsea,  vice- 
president;  Jacob  de  Haas,  treasurer;  Aaron 
Prussian,  secretary.  The  following  were 
elected  delegates  at  large:  Rabbi  M.  M. 
Eichler,  Rabbi  D.  Israelite,  J.  Levenson,  A. 
Hurwitz  and  Henry  H.  Levenson. 

The  election  of  the  other  members  of  the 
•executive  committee  was  postponed  until 
the  next  meeting  and  the  officers  and  Miss 
L.  Bronsky,  who  was  named  by  the  tem- 
porary chairman,  will  act  as  an  executive 
committee  until  that  time. 


The  meeting  was  most  enthusiastic  and 
gives  evidence  of  reawakened  interest  in 
Zionist  matters  in  Boston.  Many  of  the 
delegates  present  are  among  the  workers  of 
the  past  but  a  fair  percentage  present  were 
new  additions  to  the  ranks.  The  report  of 
Ex-President  Horace  M.  Kallen  showed  a 
vast  amount  of  work  accomplished  during 
the  past  year. 


Brooklyn  Zionist  League 

A  mass-meeting  of  the  Zionist  League, 
of  Brooklyn,  was  held  at  Capitol  Hall,  on 
Sunday  evening,  April  7.  The  purpose  of 
the  meeting  was  to  create  interest  in  the 
work  of  the  Federation  and  the  Palestine 
Committee.  Mr.  Lewin-Epstein,  the  chair- 
man of  the  Palestine  Committee,  explained 
in  a  clear  manner,  the  progress  of  Jewish 
activity  in  Palestine  during  the  last  twenty 
years.  He  said  among  other  things  that 
more  land  was  bought  in  Palestine  by  the 
Jews  within  the  last  two  years  than  during 
the  first  twenty-five  years.  Dr.  ^lagnes 
spoke  with  all  the  feeling  at  his  command 
about  the  necessity  of  educating  the  Jewish 
children  along  Jewish  lines  in  order  to  coun- 
teract the  influences  around  them. 

Mr.  Genes,  the  principal  of  the  Talmud 
Torah,  was  the  last  speaker.  The  children 
of  the  Talmud  Torah  sang  nationalist  songs. 
S.  P.  Abelow  was  the  chairman  of  the 
meeting.  About  $100  was  collected  for 
Zionist  activities. 


Cleveland  Council 

At  the  semi-annual  election  of  the  Coun- 
cil Cleveland  Zionists  the  following  officers 
were  elected:  president,  M.  E.. Graver;  vice- 
president,  Mr.  Harry  Simon;  recording  and 
financial  secretary,  Mr.  I.  Shapiro;  corre- 
sponding  secretary,   Dr.    B.    Levenberg. 

A  public  installation  of  officers  took  place 
April  22.  at  the  Auditorium  of  the  Council 
Educational   Alliance.     The  speakers  of  the 
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evening  were:  Dr.  Aari)n  Swados,  "Ten 
Years  of  Zionism;''  Mr.  Harry  Simon,  "The 
Opportunity  of  Zionism."  and  Mr.  S.  Klein, 
"The  Duties  of  a  Zionist." 

Dr.  Levenberg  reports  on  the  collections  of 
the  Council  as  follows: 
Income  from  Feb.  2,  1906  until  April 

I5»   1907    $40.86 

Outstanding    19.88 

On  hand,  stamps  and  buttons 15. 05 

On  hand,  cash 15/9 

Sent  to  the  Federation  of  American 

Zionists   since  July   29,    1906  until 

April   15   1907: 

For  National   Fund  stamps iir.oo 

Golden  Book  entry:  Theo.  Herzl  So.     50.00 

"  "  "    Tiphereth     Zion     As.     50.00 

"  Coun.    Cleve.    Zion.  100.00 

"  "  **  Dr.    S.    Lcwin 57-75 

..   "  "  "  Bnei    Zion ii.oo 

Olive    trees 20.05 

Total  business  for  the  National  Fund 
since  July  29.  1906  until  April  15, 
1907    $450.52 

For   Bezalel    ^ 57-75 


stein.  J.  Massel,  Charles  Geduld,  and  Miss  E. 
Luria.  Jewish  national  songs  were  inter- 
spersed, and  $106  were  collected  for  the  Na- 
tional  Fund. 


St.  Louis  Lovers  of  Zion 

The  Lovers  of  Zion  gave  an  excellent 
representation  of  the  Biblical  play  of  ".\bra- 
ham,"  on  Sunday  evening,  March  10.  at  the 
Jewish  Educational  .Alliance.  The  leaders 
of  the  club  are  Mrs.  I.  L.  Borashak  and 
Miss  F"annie  Raskas.  The  play  was  in- 
terpreted by  cast  including  Sarah  Fried- 
man, Gertrude  Meyers.  Lottie  Farbstein, 
Hannah  Wrobel,  Sarah  Davis,  Mollie  Siegel, 
Etta   Wolkowitz   and   Annie   Raskas. 


The  Frionds  of  Zion  of  New  York 

The  celebration  of  the  tenth  anniversary  of 
the  Friends  of  Zion  was  quite  an  event  among 
the  Zionists  of  New  York.  There  were  over 
220  Zionists  present.  Carmel  and  Palestine 
wine  flowed  freely,  and  an  excellent  Kosher 
supper  was  served.  After  the  banquet,  a  num- 
ber of  speeches  were  delivered.  Mr.  H.  Harris 
acted  as  toast-master,  and  the  following  re- 
sponded :  Fliakum  Zunser.  Abraham  Gold- 
fadcri,  Sholom  Alechem,  Dr.  J.  L.  Magnes, 
A.  H.  Fronicnson,  Dr.  F'pstein,  Dr.  D.  Blau- 


Washing ton»  Pm. 

There  has  been  much  talk  of  a  decline  in 
activity  in  Zionist  circles  in  Pittsburg,  but 
although  the  Theodor  Herzl  Zion  Society  was 
affiliated  with  the  Zionist  Council  of  Pitts- 
burg, still  it  has  not  shared  in  the  decline. 

The  Theodor  Herzl  Zion  Society  was  or- 
ganized through  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Frank  R. 
S.  Kaplan  and  Maurice  N.  Landay.  Both  of 
these  men  have  earnestly  worked  during  the 
last  three  years  for  the  welfare  of  Zionism. 
The  society  has  always  supported  Zionist  ac- 
tivities to  the  best  of  its  abi.ity.  It  has  in  its 
po«;session  quite  a  few  shares  of  Jewish  Col- 
onial Trust,  and  under  the  administration  of 
the  last  set  of  officers,  of  which  Mr.  Frank  R. 
S.  Kaplan  was  president  and  Mr.  Maurice  N. 
Landay  was  secretary,  sufficient  funds  were 
raised  to  place  the  name  of  the  society  in  the 
Golden  Book.  The  chief  aim  of  the  last  set 
of  officers,  outside  of  placing  the  name  of  the 
society  in  the  Golden  Book,  was  to  enlarge  the 
Zionist  library.  Steps  were  taken  for  its  ac- 
complishment and.  quite  a  sum  was  realized. 
Thk  Ma((:ab.\e.\n  has  received  attention  from 
the  committee  of  which  Miss  Lillian  Samol- 
sky  has  l)een  chair'ady,  until  at  present  there 
are  about  fifteen  subscriptions  in  a  community 
of  twenty-five  Jewish  famih'es. 

The  newly  elected  officers  for  the  ensuing 
term  are :  President,  Samuel  Ruben :  vice- 
president.  Abraham  Landay:  secretar\%  Harry 
Grossman:  corresponding  secretary,  Leon 
Ligier:  treasurer,  Lewis  Landay. 


Retolutiont  of  the  Federation 

The  Executive  Committee  of  the  Federation 
has  adopted  resolutions  on  the  death  of  Dr. 
L.  X.  Dembitz,  which  have  been  published  in 
the  Jewish  press. 

In  Judaism  there  have  never  been  any  au- 
thoritative creed,  any  standing  courts  of  in- 
quisition or  trials  for  heresy :  the  deed  and  the 
life,  not  the  compliance  with  spiritual  author- 
ity, have  been  our  criteria  of  righteousness. 
— Dr.  Max   Heller,  of  AVrc  Orleans. 
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Excellent  for  propaganda  purposes— well  printed,  popular  in 
tone.  Instructive  and  free  from  cbntroversial  matter.  This 
brochure  is  published  by  the  Central  Bureau.  It  is  everywhere 
considered  as  the  best  popular  brochure  ever  issued  by  the 
movement. 


100  copies 
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NEW  YORK  ZIONIST  ANNUAL, 
Istiued  by  the  Zionist  Council  of  Greater  New 
York.  Conuining  article*  by  Piiof  Boris  Schatz,  Prof. 
IsBABL  Friidlabnder,  Dr.  J.  L.  Magnis,  Jacob  di 
Haas,  A  H.  Frominson,  Louis  Lipsky.  Illustrations 
from  the  Bezalel  School 

PRICE  35  Cents. 
MACCABAEAN  PUB.  CO..  547  Broadway,  N.  Y. 
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V     A  CHANUKA  PLAT  FOX  FURIH 

A  one-act  play  for  Jewish  Children  by  Louis  Lipsky 
Published  by  the  Junior  Literary  Brauch  of  the  Benai  and 
Bcnoth  Zion  Kadimah,  New  York. 

PRICED  15  Cents 
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LECTURES  ON  PALESTINE 
Delivered  before  London  Zionist  League  by  Dr. 
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ZIONIST    PILLOW    TOPS 

MTitK    Portrait    of    Herd    And    Zionist    Emblems 

This  is  not  a  printed  cover,  but  photographed,  and  it  is  guaranteed  to  wash. 


The  Pillow  Top  as  vou  will^receive^ir 


The  Pillow  Top  as  it  looks  when  made  up 


The  Maccababan  is  the  sole  agent  for  the  sale  of  the  Design  on  this  Pillow  Top.     It  is   i8  inches  square — the  back- 
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The  Price  is  Si  50  for  the  Top.      Ail  made  up  tor  use,  filled  with  the  finest  silk  floss,  $3.00. 

THE    MACCABAEAN    PUBLISHING    COMPANY 
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Where  the  Tenth  Zionist  Convention  will  be  held,  June  28th  to  July  3d,  1907 
FAIRMOUNT  HOTEL.  TANNERSVILLE,  N.  Y. 


Additional  Accommodations.  Better  Facilities.     For  terms,  apply  to 

S.  JACOBSON, 

50 1  ^Test    1 2  1  St  Street 

After  June  15th  address,  THE  FAIRMOUNT. 
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BOOKS,    PAMPHLETS,    MUSIC,    PLAYS,    ETC 


Die  Welt,  the  official  Zionist  (German)  weekly,  per  annum $3.40 

Altneuland  (German)  official  Zionist  monthly  on  Palestine,  per  annum 1.80 

Mordccai  M.  Noah's  Discourse  on  the  Restoration  of  the  Jews 15 

Zionism :  Why  and  Wherefore,  by  J.  de  Haas,  per  copy 10 

Zionist  Studies,  by  A.  M.  Frisoknberg,  per  copy 15 

Dubnotu's  Theory  of  Jewish  Nationalism,  by  I.  Feiedlabnder,  Ph.  D.,  per  copy 15 

Moses  Maimondies,  by  I.  Friedlaender,  Ph.  D.,  per  copy,  10  cents,  100  copies....  7.50 

The  Possibilities  of  Palestine,  by  Col.  C.  R.  Gonder,  per  copy 10 

The  Three  Worthies,  from  Mordecai  Spector,  by  Louis  Lipsky,  per  copy 35 

Zionism  and  England's  offer,  by  Israel  Zancwill,  per  copy 10 

Die  Stimme  der  Wahrheit,  a  Zionist  Year  Book  (German),  paper  cover i .50 

Cloth  $2.00.    Edition  de  Luxe,  $2.50.    Postage  95  cents  extra. 

A  Jewish  State,  leather  bound  $2.50,  Cteth  $1.00,  Paper 50 

The  Discourses  of  Keidansky,  by  Bernard  G.  Richards,  per  copy i  .00 

Zionism,  by  Gottheil  and  Nordau,  per  copy 75 

Pinsker's  Auto-Emancipation,  Paper  Covers,  15c.     In  quantities  of  100  or  more 10.00  , 

The  /.  C.  A.  and  the  Baron  de  Hirsch  Funds,  by  L  Zangwill  (Yiddish) OS 

Pinsker  and  his  Brochure,  by  Asher  Ginsberg,  translated  by  Henrietta  Szold 15 

The  Gaon  of  Wilna,  by  Mendel  Silber.    Paper  cover,  ao  cents;    clotii 35 

Unser  Kaeihchen  (German),  Schauspiel  in  4  acten,  by  Dr.  Theo.  Herzl 75 

Das  neue  Ghetto  ((krman),  Schauspiel  in  4  acten,  by  Dr.  Theo.  Herzl 75 

The  Jews,    A  Drama  of  Russian  Jewish  Life.    By  Eugen  Tchirikow.    Translated 

from  the  Russian  for  The  M accabaean,  .{Sptcizl  price  for  quantities  of  100  or 

more)    25 

The  Rabbinical  Student,  by  Louis  Ginsberg,  per  copy,  10  cents;    100  copies 7.50 

Syllabus  on  Zionism  and  the  Russian  Questiion.    Issued  by  the  Federation.    In  either 

Yiddish  or  English,  per  hundred,   SO 

Syllabus  on  Jewish  National  Fund.    English  and  Yiddish  sheet,  per  hundred 25 

MUSIC  and  miscellaneous 

Hatikvoh  (music  sheet  size),  three  texts,  per  copy iS 

Dort  Wo  die  Zeder  (music  sheet  size),  two  texts,  per  copy 15 

Chanuka   March,    per    copy IS 

Zion  Songs,  with  music  in  Hebrew  and  Yiddish,  per  copy 12 

Dr.  Herzl's  Portrait,  Prints  22x28,  per  copy. ; IS 

Dr.  Herzl's  Portraits,  fine  paper,  in  tones,  18x22;    14x22;    12x18,  per  copy? i.oo 

Second  Basle  Congress,  Prints  14  x  22,  per  copy 10 

Souvenir    Postals,    per    dozen 30 

Dr.  Herzl  in  Memoriam  Postal,  per  dozen 30 

Bound  Volumes  of  The  Maccabaean  for  Oct,  Nov.,  Dec.,  1901 50 

Bound  Volumes  of  The  Maccabaean  for  1902,  1903,  1904,  1905 1.25 

Zionist  pin  or  button 20 

Dr.  Herzl  Memorial  Buttons,  enamelled  English  lettering,  per  hundred 3.00 

(five  cents  each  or  45  cts.  per  dozen.) 

Zionist  Scarf  Pins,  gold  plated rr. 20 

Dr.  Herzl  Photo  Buttons,  Hebrew  lettering,  per  hundred 3«oo 

(five  cents  each  or  45  cts.  per  dozen.) 

Zionist  Telegram  Blanks,  per  dozen 20 

Flags  12  X  18  inches,  mounted,   ($5.50  per  gross)   per  dozen 50 

Standard  Wool  Bunting  Zionist  Flag,  6x9  feet,  each 5 .50 

ADDRESS:    547    Broadway,    N.  Y.    City 
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Jewish  Ideals 

By  Ralpk  Barton  P«rrj,  of  Banrari  UalTorsltj 


I  HAVE  undertaken  to  discuss  the  present 
topic  not  because  of  any  qualifications 
for  the  task,  but  because  of  the  fascina- 
tion of  the  topic  itself.  For  the  student  of  hu- 
man manners  and  morals,  there  is  no  spectacle 
more  dramatic,  tragic  and  at  the  same  time  in- 
spiring than  that  afforded,  by  the  history  of  the 
Jewish  people.  Circumstances  have  conspired  to 
emphasize  their  racial  identity.  This  is  the  only 
people  that  are  at  the  same  time  ancient  and 
modem,  oriental  and  occidental,  national  and 
cosmopolitan.  The  student  of  any  social  prob- 
lem endeavors  to  isolate  it  by  examining  it  in 
as  many  different  contexts  as  possible.  Simi- 
larly it  would  seem  that  in  the  case  of  the 
Jews,  history  itself  has  been  performing  a  gi- 
gantic experiment  in  racial  characteristics. 
There  have  been  the  ancient  Jews  of  Palestine, 
the  Hellenistic  Jews,  the  mediaeval  Spanish 
Jews,  the  Jews  of  Holland  in  the  seventeenth 
century,  English,  French,  German,  Italian,  Rus- 
sian, and,  finally,  American  Jews,  all  of  whom 
have  been  and  are  none  the  less  Jews.  This 
people  has  lived  under  the  most  diverse  cir- 
cumstances, geographical,  economic,  political 
and  cultural.  Nevertheless  the  problem  of  an- 
alysis, as  indeed  is  always  the  case  with  any- 
thing racial  or  national,  is  extremely  difficult. 
If  I  were  merely  to  enumerate*  the  different 
ideas  or  traits  which  may  be  said  to  be  Jew- 
ish, it  would  be  possible  to  duplicate  every  one 
without  exception.  Thus  Jewish  theocratic 
principles  were  adopted  by  the  early  New  Eng- 
land Puritans,  Jewish  thrift  has  been  charac- 
teristic of  trading  peoples  the  world  over,  and 


Jewish  quietism  may  yet  be  found  among  the 
Quakers.  That  which  is  distinctive  in  any 
race  consists  in  no  elementary  idea  or  trait, 
but  in  a  characteristic  blend,  and  in  the  sym- 
bols and  memories  through  which  this  is  cher- 
ished and  sanctified.  There  is  a  peculiar  diffi- 
culty in  the  present  problem  because  of  the 
fact  that,  as  I  have  said,  Jews  are  both  an 
ancient  and  a  modern  people.  Their  civiliza- 
tion is  both  dead  and  living,  or  rather  it  is 
being  perpetually  reincarnated.  If  one  were  to 
identify  Judaism,  as  is  so  often  done,  with  the 
age  depicted  in  the  Old  Testament,  ond  would 
be  sure  to  have  missed  the  living  germ  which 
is  still  fruitful  and  adaptable  to  a  constantly 
changing  environment.  Indeed,  the  general 
failure  to  understand  the  Jews  is  largely  due 
to  the  habitual  neglect  of  their  recent  history. 
This  history  is,  to  be  sure,  extremely  ob- 
scure; there  is  something  esoteric  and  evasive 
about  it  that  makes  it  the  despair  of  any  ex- 
ternal observer 

In  the  present  discussion  I  do  not  propose  to 
attempt  a  solution  of  the  so-called  "Jewish 
question."  I  wish  rather  to  interpret  Judaism 
from  the  standpoint  of  civilization.  Indeed,  I 
am  not  even  so  much  interested  in  that  which 
is  characteristic  of  Judaism,  as  in  that  which 
is  true  in  Judaism.  What  are  those  Jewish 
ideals  which  may  be  said  to  be  qualified  to  be 
the  ideals  of  humanity?  I  cannot,  of  course, 
answer  this  question  without  by  implication 
throwing  some  light  on  the  question  of  the 
conservation  and  perpetuity  of  Judaism.  But 
if  Judaism  is  to  fulfil  its  mission  and  mediate  a 
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certain  truth  to  mankind,  it  cannot  remain  ex- 
clusive. Truth  is  no  respecter  of  persons,  nor 
even  of  races.  To  lead  the  way  in  the  ad- 
vancement of  civilization  is  to  identify  one- 
self with  human  society  in  its  solidarity,  in  its 
community  of  interest.  I  propose,  therefore,  to 
ask  how  Judaism  may  be  made  to  live  through 
being  incorporated  into  civilization ;  how  it  may 
season  the  whole  without  losing  its  own  savour. 
Let  me  say  at  the  outset  that  that  which  has 
most  impressed  me  in  contemplating  the  gen- 
eral history  of  Judaism  is  its  dualism.  There 
are  two  Judaisms,  the  inner  and  the  outer; 
the  ideas  which  have  moved  and  sustained 
these  people,  for  which  they  have  lived  and 
suffered,  and  those  traits  which  have  marked 
the  Jews  in  the  life  of  the  world.  In  other 
words,  there  is  a  great  difference,  amounting 
almost  to  irrelevancy,  between  that  which  the 
Jew  is  to  himself  and  that  which  he  is  to 
others.  I  propose,  therefore,  to  consider  first 
the  inner  side  of  Judaism,  second  the  outer  side 
of  Judaism,  and  then  certain  conclusions  which 
this  analysis  suggests  to  me. 

L 

I  realize  that  any  enumeration  of  racial  ideas 
under  separate  heads  cannot  fail  to  be  dry, 
pedantic  and  inadequate,  but  some  sort  of  clas- 
sification is  necessary,  and  I  trust  that  the  fol- 
lowing arrangement  will  serve  to  cover  the 
ground.  I  shall  distinguish  three  ideas:  First, 
the  vital  importance  of  virtue;  second,  the  per- 
fection of  discipline;  and  third,  the  moral 
league  with  God. 

1.  The  Vital  Importance  of  Virtue.  The 
Jew  of  all  times  has  recognized,  as  no  sober 
moralist  can  fail  to  do,  that  the  true  signifi- 
cance of  virtue  lies  in  its  power  to  conserve 
and  promote  life.  There  is  a  constant  ten- 
dency for  morals  to  become  so  stereotyped  and 
conventionalized  as  to  entirely  lose  this  sig- 
nificance. Those  of  you  who  are  familiar  with 
philosophical  literature  will  perhaps  remember 
a  dispute  between  Thrasymachus  and  Socrates 
in  the  first  book  of  Plato's  Republic.  Thrasy- 
machus, who  is  a  somewhat  exaggerated  rep- 
resentation of  the  sophistical  teaching  of  the 
time,  has  discovered  what  he  believes  to  be 
the  uselessness  of  morals.  The  enlightened 
man,  he  says,  will  dismiss  them  altogether  and 
make  his  way  directly  to  his  goal  without  scru- 


ples or  principles.  He  may  find  morals  a  con- 
venient pretext,  but  will  never  adopt  them  for 
his  own  guidance.  Thrasymachus  illustrates  his 
thesis  by  pointing  out  the  great  advantage  en- 
joyed by  the  opportunist  over  the  man  who  is 
embarrassed  by  allegiance  to  maxims  and 
ideals.  But  Socrates,  on  the  other  hand,  meets 
the  sophist  on  his  own  ground  and  establishes 
morals  as  nothing  more  nor  less  than  the  very 
method  of  conduct  or  rational  action.  There 
is  no  such  thing  as  success  without  knowing 
what  you  want  and  proceeding  steadfastly  and 
systematically  to  realize  it;  and  it  is  because 
human  nature  is  what  it  is  and  social  relations 
are  what  they  are  that  temperance,  justice  and 
the  other  virtues  have  proved  themselves  to 
be  the  only  sure  means  of  gaining  any 
really  important  end.  This  is  fimdamental^ 
ethical  truth,  and  the  Jews  have  never  failed 
instinctively  to  appreciate  it.  Their  remark- 
able vitality  is  doubtless  due  in  part  to  physi- 
cal characteristics,  but  is  also  to  be  explained 
bv  their  practical  recognition  in  all  ages  that 
the  way  of  morals  is  the  way  of  life.  To  the 
Jews,  then,  we  look  for  the  consistent  practice 
of  the  fundamental  virtues,  of  those  modes  of 
conduct  which  condition  physical  health,  liveli- 
hood and  social  stability.  They  understood 
the  importance  of  dietetics,  of  the  exercising 
of  care  in  the  selection  and  preparation  of  food 
long  before  the  rise  of  physiological  chemistry. 
As  is  well  known,  they  are  instinctively  and 
habitually  temperate.  Their  comparatively  low 
death  rate  under  most  adverse  economic  condi- 
tions is  due  largely  to  an  almost  total  absence 
of  alcoholism  and  its  attendant  evils.  Again, 
the  Jews  understand  the  great  vital  importance 
of  the  institution  of  the  family.  They  have 
sanctified  it  by  ritual,  and  have  made  it  the 
centre  of  the  firmest  and  most  intimate  rela- 
tionships. Thus  they  have  protected  their  wo- 
men, and  cared  for  their  children.  Again,  they 
have  always  recognized  the  practical  import- 
ance of  education;  and  though  they  have  for 
the  most  part  been  entirely  dependent  upon 
their  own  traditions  and  have  lacked  resources 
and  facilities,  they  have  never  failed  to  praise 
and  to  practice  the  early  cultivation  of  the 
mind  and  will.  Finally,  we  may  note  the  suc- 
cess of  the  Jews  in  all  matters  affecting  liveli- 
hood.    The  virtue  of  thrift,  upon  which  the 
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whole  economic  structure  of  society  depends, 
has  never  failed  them.  They  understand  the 
importance  of  the  economic  independence,  re- 
sourcefulness and  security  of  the  individual. 
They  understand  that  sound  material  develop- 
ment consists  in  the  gradual  accumulation  and 
the  conservative  investment  of  savings.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  refer  to  the  fact  that  the  Jews 
have  never  been  a  dependent  class.  Though 
long  acting  only  defensively,  they  have  never 
failed  to  maintain  themselves,  and  now  that 
they  enjoy  more  abundant  opportunity  there 
would  seem  to  be  no  limit  to  their  possible 
success.  But  I  have  meant  in  discussing  this 
topic  to  lay  stress  upon  its  ethical  aspect.  It 
is  not  that  the  Jews  have  made  material  capi- 
tal out  of  the  practice  of  virtue,  but  that,  pos- 
sessing virtue  in  the  only  true  sense  of  that 
term,  they  have  enjoyed  its  proper  fruits. 

2.  Morality  as  Perfected  Discipline.  There 
is  an  old  charge  against  the  Jews  to  the  effect 
that  they  are  legalists,  that  they  have  substi- 
tuted the  letter  for  the  spirit.  The  half-truth 
which  this  charge  conveys  has  obscured  the 
real  significance  of  this  aspect  of  Jewish  life. 
The  remarkable  thing  about  the  Jew's  respect 
for  the  law  is  his  delight  in  it.  Moralitv  is 
at  best  a  stern  business,  for  virtue  involves  a 
re-making  of  nature;  but  this  does  not  neces- 
sarily signify  that  the  law  shall  be  regarded  as 
ahen  and  hostile.  Indeed,  the  law  is  not  under- 
stood until  it  is  loved.  Thus  we  find  the  Jews 
asking  not  that  the  law  be  remitted,  but  that  it 
be  perfected  in  them.  Their  deliverance  is  not 
to  be  a  freedom  from  harassing  regulations,  but 
an  opportunity  to  live  more  fully  and  com- 
pletely under  their  sway.  Here  again  the  Jew 
has  discovered  and  has  habitually  practiced 
a  fundamental  moral  truth. 

3.  The  Moral  League  with  God.  After  an 
early  period  of  development,  the  Jewish  relig- 
ion became  distinctly  and  uncompromisingly  a 
moral  religion.  Their  refusal  to  acknowledge 
the  gods  of  other  nations  was  due  not  to  their 
own  national  exclusiveness,  but  to  the  neces- 
sary exclusiveness  of  moral  truth.  There  can 
be  but  one  God  because  there  is  but  one  jus- 
tice; and  to  acknowledge  false  gods,  is  to  per- 
jure oneself.  The  religious  life  is  to  consist  in 
the  practice  of  justice,  and  the  expectation  of 


its  extension  among  all  nations.  The  Creator 
and  Judge  is  to  realize  this  end  through  the 
submission  and  suffering  of  his  chosen  people. 
To  serve  God  is  "to  do  justly,  and  to  love 
mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly,"  in  the  patient 
hope  of  the  fulfillment  of  this  mission.  I  sup- 
pose there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  ultimate  tri- 
umph of  the  moral  over  the  natural  religion. 
Every  step  forward  in  the  evolution  of  relig- 
ion has  been  in  the  direction  of  identifying  the 
object  of  religious  worship  with  the  object  of 
moral  respect  and  obedience.  In  true  religion 
the  love  of  God  and  the  reverence  for  good- 
ness are  one  and  the  same  thing. 

These,  then,  appear  to  me  to  be  the  main- 
springs of  Judaism.  You  will  observe  that  I 
have  stripped  these  ideas  of  all  of  their  rich 
vesture  of  tradition  and  symbolism.  I  wish  to 
present  them  in  their  essential  meaning. 

II. 

Let  us  now  turn  to  the  other  side  of  the  pic- 
ture. What  is  the  Jew  as  he  is  known  to  the 
world?  The  career  of  the  Jew  in  the  history 
of  modem  Europe  has  been,  of  course,  deter- 
mined by  the  one  great  fact  of  persecution. 
Attacked  first  by  the  pagan  syncretists  who  re- 
sented their  neglect  of  local  deities,  and  at- 
tacked later  by  the  doctrinal  proselytism  of 
Christianity,  and  then  again  on  racial  and  poH- 
tical  grounds,  the  Jews  have  been  so  harried 
and  driven  from  pillar  to  post  that  of  necessity 
they  have  been  largely  pre-occupied  with  the 
problem  of  their  own  preservation.  And  here- 
in lies  the  terrible  irony  of  the  whole  tragedy. 
Though  conscious  of  a  mission,  though  high- 
minded,  idealistic,  imaginative,  this  people  has 
been  forced  by  circumstance  into  the  narrow 
and  sordid  activities  oi,  protection  and  con- 
cealment. Though  conscious  of  merit,  the  Jews 
have  lived  on  sufferance,  have  no  fixed  status 
in  modem  society,  no  real  part  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  modern  nation.  They  have  dwelt 
apart  in  their  own  secret  and  obscure  communi- 
ties. The  Ghetto  is  no  part  of  the  city  proper, 
And  yet  spacial  it  is  there,  and  must  be  reck- 
oned with.  Like  a  house  with  drawn  blinds,  it 
is  to  the  passer-by  significant  only  of  dark- 
ness and  conspiracy.  Jews  have  lived  as 
strangers  in  the  midst  of  strangers  and  have 
thus  inevitably  been  objects  of  misrepresenta- 
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tion,  suspicion  and  hatred.  Economically,  po- 
litically and  socially  they  have  been  known  only 
as  aliens. 

This  hard  lot  has  forced  the  growth  in  the 
Jews  of  certain  secondary  traits  by  which  they 
have  been  marked  for  dislike  and  contempt 
Their  resistance  has  necessarily  b*cn  pliant 
rather  than  bold;  they  have  stood  their 
ground  by  seeming  to  give  way.  They  have 
developed,  as  is  well  known,  extraordinary 
resourcefulness,  an  unparalleled  ability  to 
make  the  best  of  any  situation.  In  a  clever 
and  deliciously  ironical  paper  on  "The  Solu- 
tion of  the  Jewish  Question,"  Dr.  Joseph 
Jacobs  has  explained  the  unpopularity  of  the 
Jew  as  due  to  his  immoderate  cleverness.  I 
cannot  resist  the  temptation  to  quote  a  para- 
graph : 

**7he  essence  of  the  world's  opinion  of  us  I 
took  to  be  that  a  Jew  is  never  to  be  found  un- 
armed. 'You  can  never  best  a  Jew,'  is  the  feel- 
ing of  les  autres.  And  not  alone  is  the  Jew 
not  to  be  bested,  but  he  is  certain  to  be  the 
conqueror  in  any  struggle,  not  so  much  by 
superiority  of  power,  as  by  the  persistent  use 
of  it.  And  this  is  not  all.  The  Jew  carries  the 
conflict  of  life  into  affairs  where  there  should 
be  no  conflict.  He  converses  on  politics,  the 
theatre,  a  friend's  character,  or  what  not;  he 
is  never  content  unless  he  comes  off  victor,  or 
at  least  has  the  last  word.  'If  you  want  to  stop 
a  Jew's  talk*,  a  friend  once  said  to  me,  'agree 
with  all  he  says;  without  the  stimulus  of  con- 
flict he  cannot  continue.'  All  this  leaves  an 
unpleasant  flavor  with  it;  there  is  no  repose  in 
the  relation  of  Jews  to  others.  Thus  thinking, 
I  saw  my  way  to  a  remedy.  We  must  change 
all  this.  Let  us  now  and  then  give  way.  Let 
us  be  content  at  times  to  be  second  best  in  a 
bargain,  a  competition  or  a  conversation;  or, 
still  better,  let  us  cease  at  times  to  bargain, 
compete,  or  polemicise  at  all.  We  have  waged 
the  fight  long  and  bravely ;  let  us  put  aside  our 
arms  for  a  while  and  meet  our  whilom  enemies 
in  friendly  converse.  I  thought  of  proposing  a 
new  festival,  a  kind  of  All  Fools'  Day  for 
Judaism,  on  which  every  Jew  should  trv  as 
hard  to  lose  some  prize  in  the  battle  of  life  as 
he  now  does  to  win  it.  The  experiences  of  a 
few  anniversaries  would  convince  Jews  of  the 
wisdom  of  my  advice,  and  the  solution  of  the 
Jewish  Question  would  seem  at  hand." 

in. 

Now  let  us  put  the  two  sides  of  our  picture 
together.  In  this  dualism  I  believe  we  shall 
find  the  most  general  and  most  striking  char- 
acteristic of  the  Jew  as  he  is  to-day.  He  does 
not  seem  to  be  what  he  is.    He  does  not  con- 


duct himself  in  the  world  according  to  his  con- 
victions, and  faith ;  he  does  not  represent  him- 
self. In  other  words,  there  are  no  Jewish  man- 
ners in  the  more  significant  sense  of  that  term. 
What  I  mean  may  be  set  forth  more  clearly  if 
I  make  use  of  several  illustrations.  The  per- 
fection of  Greek  life  lies  largely  in  its  unity 
and  consistency.  You  can  study  it  on  any  side, 
and  you  will  be  brought  in  the  end  to  the 
same  underlying  conception.  Greek  art,  Greek 
literature,  Greek  pohtical  institutions,  Greek 
customs  and  manners  are  all  charged  with  the 
same  spirit  In  bearing,  posture,  forms  of  ad- 
dress, and  gesture,  the  Greek  appears  to  be 
what  he  is.  In  other  words,  represents  him- 
self. It  is  this  that  marks  the  best  manhood 
of  any  type  or  age.  The  chivalry  of  the  Mid- 
dle Ages  was  neither  a  matter  of  secret  convic- 
tion nor  a  matter  of  outward  expression,  but  its 
very  essence  consisted  in  its  being  both.  It  was 
a  manner  of  expressing  inner  convictions,  and 
an  inner  conviction  which  grounded  and  sup- 
ported a  mode  of  life.  It  is  through  such  a 
unity  and  harmony  of  life  that  ideas  enter  into 
history.  The  separation  of  expression  and  idea 
cannot  fail  to  injure  both.  Without  being 
rightly  related  to  ideas,  manners  are  accidental 
or  vulgar,  like  the  idioms  and  standards  of  the 
street  when  divorced  from  their  background 
in  tradition  and  national  sentiment  Ideas 
without  expression  become  infected  with  a  sort 
of  unwholesomeness.  In  the  present  case  I 
think  it  may  be  fairly  said  that  Jewish  ideas 
have  suffered  greatly  through  lack  of  venti- 
lation. They  have  not  enjoyed  enough  sun- 
shine, and  as  a  consequence  have  not  had  a 
normal  growth.  Meanwhile,  the  world  moves 
on  to  confirm  the  divorce  of  ideas  from  ex- 
pression. If  one  is  to  act  at  all,  one  must  act 
in  the  present;  and  when  ideas  become  anti- 
quated, they  become  irrelevant.  To  me,  then, 
leaving  aside  the  actual  distress  which  this  un- 
fortunate people  *still  suffer,  the  most  deplorable 
element  in  the  present  situation  of  Judaism  is 
this  lack  of  wholeness,  of  bold  and  sincere  liv- 
ing. The  modern  Jew  coming  into  contact 
with  the  world  finds  that  the  world  knows 
nothing  about  his  ideals.  And  he  lacks  the  gift 
of  utterance,  he  cannot  communicate  them, 
translate  them  into  terms  of  common  inter- 
course.    Yet,  he  finds  in  modern  institutions 
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the  opportunity  which  has  been  so  long  with- 
held, the  opportunity  for  social,  economic  and 
political  privilege.  The  consequence  is  almost 
inevitable;  abandoning  his  own  traditions  for 
the  sake  of  the  opportunity,  he  takes  on  the 
vulgarity  of  his  time.  For  vulgarity  after  all 
means  lack  of  background,  the  absence  of  ideal 
•elements  in  life.  Almost  any  adopted  manners 
^ill  be  vulgar,  because  they  will  be  external, 
without  any  symbolic  meaning. 

Now  to  my  mind,  it  is  possible  to  draw  a 
perfectly  clear,  practical  conclusion  from  all 
this,  even  should  it  be  incapable  of  actual  reali- 
zation. Let  me  say  that  I  do  not  find  that  this 
-conclusion  is  necessarily  connected  with  the 
question  of  Zionism.  There  are  so  many 
wholly  convincing  arguments  in  favor  of  Zion- 
ism, that  that  question  reduces  itself  almost 
entirely  to  one  of  expediency.  But  even  so  the 
question  of  the  prospect  which  awaits  the 
American  and  European  Jew  who  is  already 
irrevocably  identified  with  the  country  of  his 
adoption,  is  left  wholly  untouched.  How,  for 
example,  are  we  to  define  a  good  American 
Jew?  American  Jews  there  will  be  in  ever  in- 
creasing numbers,  whatever  be  the  outcome 
of  the  Palestinian  or  Territorialist  agitation. 
The  answer  seems  clear.  The  good  American 
Jew  will  be  the  man  who  is  a  good  American, 
possibly  a  better  American  than  anyone  has  yet 
been,  because  he  has  the  courage  of  the  Juda- 
ism which  is  within  him.    .... 

Indeed,  it  may  be  said  that  there  is  a  peai 
liar  timeliness  in  these  ideas,  eternal  though 
they  be.  The  main  source  of  social  and  na- 
tional evil  in  our  own  time  is  the  loss  of  re- 
spect for  the  elementary  virtues.  The  great 
economic  vice  of  the  day  is  extravagance,  the 
impatience  that  desires  the  fruit  before  the  seed 
is  matured.  Such  social  evils  as  have  given 
rise  to  the  "divorce  question,"  and  even  to 
doubt  concerning  the  very  institution  of  the 
family,  may  be  traced  mainly  to  a  sort  of  pet- 
tishness  which  is  a  consequence  of  material  suc- 
cess too  easily  attained.  There  is,  then,  abun- 
dant occasion  for  the  preaching  of  the  old  pro- 
verbial wisdom.  It  is  not  only  true,  but  urgent- 
ly true  that  the  way  of  life  is  the  way  of  thrift, 


temperance  and  justice.  The  Jews  in  America 
are  already  notable  for  their  instinctive  appre- 
ciation of  this.  No  people  has  been  so  quick  to 
recognize  the  real  office  of  American  institu- 
tions. The  schools  are  crowded  with  Jewish 
children,  whose  parents  are  willing  to  make 
any  sacrifice  in  order  that  they  may  fit  them- 
selves for  life  and  improve  their  station.  The 
Jewish  vote  is  commonly  cast  for  the  sake  of 
good  government.  The  Jew  knows  what  every- 
one really  knows,  but  so  easily  forgets,  that 
government  is  justified  only  through  its  pro- 
viding certain  necessary  conditions  of  health, 
security  and  individual  improvement.  As  re- 
spects the  religious  question  it  ought,  I  think, 
to  be  said  that  the  Jews  of  the  younger  genera- 
tion are  facing  problems  which  are  by  no 
means  peculiar  to  themselves.  The  great  per- 
ennial problem  of  liberal  religion  is  the  con- 
servation of  the  ancient  reverence  amidst  the 
unceasing  disintegration  of  doctrine  and  ritual. 
The  present  age  is  an  age  of  doubt  and  hesita- 
tion, but  the  essential  religious  truth  is  unmis- 
takable and  is  shared  by  Jews  and  Christians 
alike.  In  religion,  the  moral  will  must  be  sus- 
tained; goodness  must  somehow  be  lifted  up 
and  made  to  command  the  reverence  and  devo- 
tion of  all.  This  being  the  very  essence  of  re- 
ligion, I  see  no  reason  why  the  leaven  of  Juda- 
ism should  not  work  toward  promoting  a  re- 
vival of  faith. 

In  conclusion  let  me  emphasize  what  seems 
to  me  the  best  attitude  which  the  Jew  can  take 
in  all  these  matters.  It  is  dangerous  delib- 
erately to  place  a  tradition  above  an  ideal. 
After  all,  we  human  beings  have  the  most  vi- 
tal and  important  things  in  common.  Not  only 
are  we  connected  by  common  material  and  poli- 
tical interests,  but  in  the  end  the  great  prob- 
lem of^life  is  the  same  for  all.  It  is  danger- 
ous to  msist  upon  the  personal  pronotm  in  the 
matter  of  ideals.  It  is  more  important  that 
ideals  should  prevail  than  that  you  or  I  should 
cause  them  to  prevail.  Thus,  for  Judaism,  it 
ought  to  be  more  important  that  the  world 
should  see  the  light  than  that  the  Jews  should 
reveal  it 
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Puritn  at  Jerusalem 


ftr  B«mio  L«OB 


IN  the  house  of  Mrs.  Aryeh,  a  woman 
famous  throughout  Jerusalem  for  her 
delightful  entertainments  and  mag- 
nanimous bestowmcnts  upon  charity, 
I  once  had  occasion  to  spend  a  pleasant  Purim. 
Her  residence  was  a  neat  cottage  built  of  a 
soothing  variety  of  limestone  and  situated  in 
a  picturesque  recess  of  the  Valley  of  Hinnom, 
known  locally  as  Djorat  El  Enab,  **Vale  of 
Grapes."  At  the  entrance  of  this  beautiful 
villa  was  a  garden  exhibiting  an  unusual  de- 
gree of  luxuriance  and  farther  to  the  front 
a  green  meadow  extended  itself  almost  to  the 
foot  of  the  Mount  of  Olives. 

At  the  open  window  of  the  chamber  assigned 
to  me  I  sat  on  Purim  morning  feasting  my 
eyes  on  the  pale  hyacinths  and  brilliant  roses 
in  the  garden.  Gay  butterflies  played  on  the 
fresh  leaves  of  the  dwarf  peas  and  beetles, 
their  backs  resplendent  with  the  rays  of  the 
sun,  were  creeping  among  the  flower  beds. 
Blue  daisies  and  red  anemones  were  blended 
with  the  verdant  grass  of  the  meadow.  The 
entire  landscape  displayed  the  quickening  ef- 
fects of  the  mild  rains  that  follow  the  wane 
of  winter  and  that  are  so  peculiar  to  Palestine. 
Even  the  trees  upon  the  Mount  of  Olives  gazed 
serenely  from  their  proud  height  as  if  in  ex- 
pectation of  that  day  when  they  shall  dispense 
their  grateful  shadow  upon  a  new  generation 
of  Israel  more  fortunate  than  those  that  had 
gone  before. 

While  thus  meditating  upon  the  scenes 
around  me  a  servant  girl  came  into  my  room 
to  inform  me  that  breakfast  was  ready. 

In  the  dining  room,  sunlight  entered  through 
the  two  large  windows  on  the  east  while 
through  the  lattice  on  the  western  side  blew 
a  refreshing  breeze.  A  brazier,  whose  contents 
glowed  with  hyacinthine  color,  stood  in  the 
centre  of  the  room  sufficiently  heated  to  con- 
vey a  sense  of  pleasurable  although  not  needed 
warmth.    Upon  a  chair  near  the  fire  sat  Mrs. 


Aryeh's  eldest  daughter,  a  comely  girl  of  about 
nineteen,  absorbed  in  embroidering  a  hand- 
kerchief. Her  mother  busied  herself  in  ar- 
ranging cheese  cakes  and  almond  macaroon* 
upon  trays  for  distribution  among  her  friends ; 
and  her  little  brother  was  pounding  spices 
in  a  brass  mortar,  producing  those  merry 
sounds  which  in  the  Jewish  homes  of  Jeru- 
salem, form  an  indispensable  prelude  to  a 
banquet  or  festival. 

As  soon  as  the  servant  girl  had  brought  in 
the  coffee  we  seated  ourselves  at  the  square 
table  upon  which  breakfast  was  served.  A 
small  willow  basket  containing  "Haman 
cakes"  of  a  triangular  shape  and  filled  with 
jelly,  was  placed  before  each  plate.  We  also 
had  excellent  Petach  Tikwah  butter,  delicious 
honey  from  the  teeming  beehives  along  the 
brook  Cherith,  and  grapes  from  the  vineyards 
about  Hebron. 

Mrs.  Aryeh,  who  sat  directly  opposite  me, 
was  extraordinarily  merry  this  morning,  as  if 
the  day  which  had  just  dawned  had  brought 
her  good  fortune.  A  radiant  smile  played 
about  her  lips — lips  which  bore  testimony  to 
high  resolve  and  firm  patience. 

In  no  less  a  happy  mood  seemed  Rebecca, 
who,  indeed,  was  almost  an  exact  copy  of  her 
mother.  The  same  brilliancy  of  the  eyes,  the 
same  soundness  of  the  cheeks,  the  same  curve 
of  the  lips,  and  the  same  ivory-whiteness  of 
the  teeth. 

During  the  conversation  Mrs.  Aryeh  re- 
vealed deep  understanding  of  the  Holy  Scrip- 
tures and  familiarity  with  post  Biblical  litera- 
ture. Her  views  were  entirely  free  from  that 
fanaticism  which,  unfortunately,  often  besets 
many  women  brought  up  under  the  strong  re- 
ligious influence  of  the  Holy  City. 

Rebecca  was  not  as  well  versed  as  her 
mother  in  the  curious  chapters  of  "Sefer 
Hayashar"  or  "Eyn  Yacob,"  but,  nevertheless, 
excellent  in  the  use  of  fluent  Hebrew.     With 
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that  zeal  which  distinguishes  those  who  had 
been  bred  in  the  mountains  of  Juda  and  Ben- 
jamin she  had  traversed  many  literatures  and 
added  to  her  rare  beauty  accom-^lishments  in 
learning.  Her  passion,  however,  was  French 
literature  and  she  delighted  in  the  pathos  of 
Racine  and  in  the  humor  of  Rabelais. 

She  had  been  commenting  very  learnedly 
upon  Racine's  "Esther"  and  was  now  pointing 
out  to  us  the  pathetic  innocence  of  the  reply 
of  Joash  to  the  allurements  of  Queen  Ath- 
alieh,  when  the  door  opened  and  a  man  of 
ungainly  shape  and  diminutive  figure  entered 
the  room.  This  was  Samuel  Weiner,  whose 
name  had  been  metamorphosed  into  "Schmul- 
ke,"  owing  to  the  fact  that  he  was  one  of  the 
ten  Batlanim  (idlers)  of  Jerusalem,  who,  ac- 
cording to  the  Talmud,  are  required  for  every 
city.  Hence,  he  was  a  familiar  figure  in 
various  homes  where,  on  Sabbath  particularly, 
he  delighted  the  listeners  by  singing  Zemirath 
and  paraphrasing  the  news  of  the  week.  He 
was  employed  to  pray  for  the  sick,  to  say 
Kaddish  for  the  dead,  to  instruct  children  in 
the  alphabet,  to  awake  pious  Jews  in  time  for 
morning  service  and  to  perform  many  other 
duties.  This  morning  he  had  come  to  read 
the  Book  of  Esther  for  Mrs.  Aryeh  and  her 
household,  so  that  the  command  enjoined  for 
everyone  to  hear  the  Megilla  on  Purim  night 
should  be  fulfilled. 

At  her  invitation  "Shmulke"  sat  down  to 
the  breakfast  table.  After  the  meal,  Mrs. 
Aryeh  bade  us  follow  her  into  the  parlor. 
The  oriental  magnificence  of  this  room  con- 
trasted agreeably  with  the  simplicity  of  the 
dining  room. 

A  table  of  mahogany  with  two  chairs  of  the 
same  material  stood  upon  a  Symma  rug  in 
the  centre  of  the  room.  In  a  comer  was 
a  sofa,  scarcely  discernible  through  the  twilight 
produced  by  the  thick  Arabian  curtains  of  the 
window  near  it  Another  angle  of  the  room 
was  taken  up  by  a  bookcase  containing  vol- 
umes of  the  Scriptures,  a  set  of  encyclopedias 
and  the  latest  edition  of  the  works  of  Josephus. 
A  scroll  of  the  Book  of  Esther  and  a  Targum 
Sheni,  that  repository  of  entertaining  legends, 
lay  upon  the  table,  where  also  stood  two  vases 
that  could  have  well  been  fashioned  by  Etrus- 
can hands,  being  so  exquisite. 


Yielding  to  the  influence  of  the  room,  Mrs. 
Aryeh  advanced  to  that  shadowy  and  retired 
portion  of  the  chamber  where  the  sofa  stood, 
and  sat  down  in  a  most  cheerful  mood.  Re- 
becca took  an  easy  position  close  to  her 
mother  and  with  a  winsome  smile  folded  the 
maternal  hand  to  her  bosom. 

"Shmulke"  unclasped  the  Megilla  and  gentlv 
spread  it  out  before  him  and  after  having 
uttered   a   fervent  prayer,   he  began  to  read. 

Musingly  Mrs.  Aryeh  listended  to  those 
passages  which  told  of  the  sumptuous  banquets 
of  King  Ahamems  and  of  the  delirious  mo- 
ments that  brought  about  the  sad  end  of  Queen 
Vashti.  When  "Shmulke"  recited  the  sentence 
in  which  it  is  suted  that  the  ancestor  of 
Mordecai  had  been  carried  away  from  Jeru- 
salem with  the  captivity  which  had  been  carried 
away  with  the  King  of  Judea,  a  sigh 
escaped  her  lips,  for  the  melody  reminded  of 
Jeremiah's  Lamentations  and  Rebecca  drew 
forth  her  handkerchief  wherewith  to  wipe 
away  a  tear  which  had  dropped  upon  her 
cheek. 

Without'  any  stop  or  hindrance  "Shmulke" 
continued  the  narrative  until  he  came  to  "After 
these  things  did  King  Ahashveros  promote  Ha- 
man."  Further  he  could  not  proceed,  being 
prevented  by  the  noise  of  a  rattle  in  the  hands 
of  Rebecca's  little  brother.  Nor  was  he  the 
only  one  who  gave  expression  to  his  intense 
hatred  of  Haman,  for  Mrs.  Aryeh  also  thought 
it  fit  to  stamp  with  her  foot  at  the  mention 
of  Haman's  name. 

The  fine  eulogy  upon  Mordecai,  with  which 
the  Megilla  concluded,  prompted  Mrs.  Aryeh 
to  make  a  few  appropriate  remarks  upon 
Esther.  "Vainly,"  she  said,  "do  we  search 
the  pages  of  history  for  another  example  as 
inspiring  as  that  of  this  great  Queen?  She 
ruled  over  the  magi  but  remained  true  to  her 
own  faith;  she  heard  a  great  deal  of  flattery 
but  she  preserved  the  utmost  humility;  she 
witnessed  much  gluttony  and  corruption,  but 
she  kept  independent  of  the  passions  of  the 
flesh  and  unyielding  to  the  many  enticements 
of  a  gorgeous  and  pleasure-intoxicated  court.'^ 

While  she  thus  spoke,  with  a  voice  indica- 
tive of  lofty  enthusiasm,  a  boy  dressed  in- 
tawdry    and    grotesque   garments    arrived    at 
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the  house.  He  had  brought  with  him  a  large 
tray  which  was  loaded  with  Purim  gifts.  With 
delight  Mrs.  Aryeh  viewed  the  oranges,  the 
frosted  cakes,  the  assortments  of  bonbons, 
prettily  garlanded  cheeses  and  bottles  of  Rishon 
le  Zion  wine;  but  she  was  fairly  enraptured 
with  a  fine  shawl  worked  by  the  hands  of  her 
friend  and  upon  which,  it  could  be  seen,  affec- 
tion and  industry  had  done  their  best. 

Acting  according  to  the  native  maxim  that 
*'A  gift  which  comes  upon  a  donkey  should 
b2  returned  on  a  camel,"  Mrs.  Aryeh  sent  back 
a  tray  which  would  have  placed  the*  boy  in 
no  very  good  humor  were  it  not  for  the  large 
piece  of  silver  which  he  had  received. 

'Tittle  Dora  will  appreciate  the  pretty  frock," 
said  Mrs.  Aryeh,  as  she  looked  after  the  boy 
who  ascended  the  road  leading  to  town,  "and 
Rosa  will  no  doubt  find  much  to  her  taste 
in  the  works  of  Cervantes." 

She  was  about  to  retire  from  the  window 
when  her  eye  descried  her  poor  neighbor's 
boy,  who,  clad  in  a  variegated  jacket,  was  ad- 
vancing to  the  cottage  with  quick  and  jo- 
cund steps.  Having  most  cordially  saluted 
her  and  delivered  greetings  from  his  mother, 
he  handed  Mrs.  Aryeh  a  small  wicker  basket 
containing  a  string  of  dried  figs,  a  few  bunches 
of  choice  raisins  and  a  Mordecai  and  Esther 
crudely  fashioned  out  of  sugar.  This  was 
a  rather  ridiculous  gift  in  comparison  with 
the  one  that  had  just  left  the  house,  yet  it 
was  not  to  be  scorned  for  it  came  from  a 
poor  widow,  who  could  not  afford  anything  of 
greater  value  and  who  wished  to  fulfill  a 
noble  duty  as  commanded  in  the  book  of 
Esther.  Therefore,  Mrs.  Aryeh  received  the 
present  in  a  generous  spirit,  gave  the  boy  a 
quarter  of  a  medjiah,  and  as  much  candy 
as  he  could  carry  in  his  pockets  and  sent  back 
^  fine  gift — such  a  one  as  would  be  sure  to 
gratify  the  poor  widow. 

When  I  ascended  the  winding  road  leading 
to  the  Jaffa  Gate,  I  met  several  other  boys 
-on  their  way  to  Mrs.  Aryeh's  villa.  Their 
gaudy  costumes  presented  no  contrast  what- 
■ever  to  the  splendors  with  which  the  late  rains 
had  invested  the  landscape.  March  was  just 
l)eginning,  yet  Jerusalem  and  its  vicinity  were 
already  enjoying  the  delights  of  spring. 
The  walls  of  the  city  had  assumed  a  youth- 


ful aspect  under  the  smiles  of  the  vernal  sun 
and  the  grimness  of  the  Tower  of  David  was 
somewhat  subdued  by  the  bright  moss  and 
creeping  plants  that  clung  to  it,  filling  every 
crevice  and  arrow-slit  and  overhanging  every 
buttress.  This  citadel,  frowning  through  the 
ruins,  was  once  termed  "Tower  of  Hippicus," 
and  is  a  touching  remnant  of  those  times 
when  it,  together  with  the  fortress  of  Mari- 
anne and  Phaselus,  added  to  the  martial 
renown  of  Judea's  last  days. 

Opposite  this  tower  seated  on  low  rush- 
bottomed  stools  in  front  of  a  coffee  house 
were  a  few  Turks,  languidly  smoking  their 
pioes  and  at  intervals  sipping  the  grateful 
beverage  of  Arabian  Felix  from  little  finjans. 
Among  the  throng  within  the  coffee  house 
the  eye  failed  to  recognize  the  figure  of  the 
Jewish  coachman  so  often  to  be  noticed  there. 
Probably  they  were  at  the  Synagogue  listen- 
ing to  the  Megilla  or  at  home  directing  the 
functions  of  the  festival. 

In  David  Street  the  crowd  was  very  large 
and  diversified.  Venders  of  sherbet,  halana 
and  sundry  confections  occupied  every  comer, 
and  Fellahin  selling  Lehen,  dhoura,  dates  and 
red  roses,  lined  both  sides  of  the  street.  The 
most  numerous  class  of  foreigners  were  Rus- 
sian pilgrims  who  formed  a  compact  and  mon- 
strous mass.  Among  the  Fellahin,  the  son  of 
the  desert,  could  be  distinguished  by  his  grace- 
ful movements  and  by  the  expression  of  vigor 
on  his  face.  His  dress  was  also  more  pic- 
turesque, rich  colors  prevailing  from  the  red 
morocco  shoes  on  his  feet  to  the  sable  akal 
around  his  turban.  Nowhere  could  a  more 
striking  contrast  be  found  than  that  between 
the  Bedouin  and  the  Russian  pilgrim.  The 
former  moved  through  the  crowd  with  the 
greatest  ease,  avoiding  the  least  contact,  while 
the  latter  was  continually  jostled  but  would 
not  for  a  moment  think  of  separating  himself 
from  the  great  crowd  of  his  fellow  pilgrims. 
One  was  the  every  incarnation  of  agility,  while 
every  movement  of  the  other  was  unwieldy 
and  every  step  a  misapplication  of  momentum. 
Yet,  reflecting  on  the  impulse  which  had 
brought  these  pilgrims  here,  one  was  ready  to 
forget  their  awkward  expressions  and  slovenly 
garments  and  to  forgive  them  their  ill-smelling 
boots,  too. 
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By  far,  Zion  Street  presented  the  gayest 
and  most  animated  spectacle.  This  street,  usu- 
ally thronged  with  care-laden  people,  was  to- 
day transformed  into  a  place  for  the  worship 
of  eladness  and  youth.  Messenger  boys  with 
many  colored  baskets  and  trays  flitted  by  like 
so  many  butterflies.  There  was  joy  and  viva- 
city even  in  the  fat,  somnolent  Rawases  who 
stopped  at  every  Jewish  house  with  the  greet- 
ing: "May  your  feast  be  blessed,"  and  the 
Zapties  likewise,  to  whom  wine  and  revelry 
is  always  agreeable,  were  excited  with  pleasure. 
Many  a  Sephardic  senora  clad  in  the  rich  gar- 
ments seen  along  the  banks  of  the  Quadal- 
quivir  leaned  over  the  parapet  of  a  balcony 
to  gaze  with  delight  upon  the  interesting 
scenes  below.  The  appreciation  with  which 
Purim  was  held  was  manifested  everywhere. 
Not  a  balcony  but  had  been  adorned  with 
either  a  carpet  or  garland  in  honor  of  the 
day.  Over  the  entrance  to  the  Great  Syna- 
gogue floated  the  banner  of  white  and  blue. 

Looking  down  from  the  Zion  Gate,  the  en- 
tire Jewish  quarter  lay  placidly  in  view,  with 
the  blue  smoke  ascending  the  quaint  chimneys 
and  gradually  dissolving  in  the  clear  air.  Above 
the  dwellings,  fantastically  huddled  together, 
rose  the  dome  of  the  Great  Synagogue  glisten- 
ing like  a  mass  of  antimony.  Zion  Street  and 
the  numerous  alleys  that  branched  off  from  it 
were  enjoying  the  utmost  tranquility.  There 
was  scarcely  anybody  visible  except  a  gay 
cavalcade  of  masqueraders  that  occasionally 
passed  by.  Cheerful  hynms  and  songs  of  de- 
votion were  the  only  sounds  that  broke  the 
stillness.  There  was  something  in  the  entire 
scene  that  suggested  the  days  of  King  Solomon 
when  the  smoke  of  the  evening  sacrifice  was 
wont  to  ascend  to  heaven  from  the  Temple  of 
Jehovah. 

Through  this  gate,  styled  by  the  Arabs 
"Bah  Harah  al  Yalhud,"  I  followed  a  steep 
path  that  led  down  into  the  Valley  of 
Hinnam.  After  much  turning  and  crossing  I 
succeeded  at  length  in  reaching  the  spot  where 
stood  Mrs.  Aryeh's  lovely  villa. 

At  the  cottage  they  were  busy  preparing  for 
the  Purim  banquet  to  which  a  great  many 
friends  had  been  invited  and  which  was  to  be 
the  happiest  event  of  the  day.  Mrs.  Aryeh 
assisted  in  the  kitchen  and  Rebecca  was  in 
the  garden  selecting  the  finest  flowers  for  the 


vases  in  the  dining  room.  The  pathway  lead- 
ing to  the  principal  door  had  been  strewn 
with  sand  and  the  lantern  above  the  garden 
entrance  had  been  lighted,  though  it  was  not 
quite  dark  yet. 

Soon  the  guests  began  to  arrive,  most  of 
them  brilliantly  attired  and  charmed  with  the 
mild  twilight,  the  flowers,  and,  around  and 
above  all,  with  the  cordial  reception  accorded 
them  by  the  hostess. 

When  they  had  all  gathered  in  the  drawing 
room  it  was  already  time  to  recite  the  Mayriv 
prayer.  The  men,  therefore,  retreated  to  a 
corner,  where,  headed  by  Jacob  Eben-Tob,  a 
brother-in-law  of  the  hostess,  they  began  their 
devotions.  It  was  a  beautiful  sight,  the  men 
in  one  corner  giving  themselves  up  to  prayer 
and  the  women  in  another  also  drawn  into  seri- 
ous meditation. 

Scarcely  had  they  finished  their  devotions 
when  three  blasts  of  a  trumpet  announced  that 
dinner   was    ready. 

The  dining  room  was  ablaze  with  light. 
Around  the  large  tables  were  Hassidim,  who, 
while  partaking  of  the  delicacies  on  the  table, 
were  perhaps  thinking  of  the  promised  feast 
on  Leviathan  and  Behemoth,  judging  from  the 
interest  they  displayed  in  every  article  of  food 
in  the  steaming  pillan,  the  Hamantaschen,  the 
delightfully  prepared  fish  and  especially  in  the 
much  praised  juice  of  the  grape.  There  were 
however,  many  in  the  company  who  did  not 
touch  any  wine,  though  the  Talmud  encourages 
drinking  on  Purim.  The  sentiments  of  the 
day  had  probably  enough  stimulating  force 
for  them. 

When  dinner  was  over  and  the  musicians 
had  paused  in  their  music,  a  conversation  en- 
sued, carried  on  at  first  by  a  few.  but  finally 
through  the  admirable  skill  of  Mrs.  Aryeh  in 
coaxing  the  reluctant  ones  and  in  encouraging 
the  timorous,  shared  by  all  .  Views  were  ex- 
changed as  to  the  value  of  music  to  religion, 
the  character  of  Mordecai  and  on  some 
events  that  had  recently  taken  place  in  the 
Jewish  world.  Jacob  Eben-Tob,  a  votary  of 
Zionism,  spoke  with  rapture  of  the  achieve- 
ments of  this  force,  how  it  has  spread  to  the 
most  distant  parts  of  the  earth  and  how  it 
has  inspired  thousands  with  new  life  and  new 
hope.  "The  love  of  their  own  beautiful  land," 
said  he,  "was  almost  dead  among  the  Jews 
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when  Zionism  came  with  its  message  to  free 
them  of  their  apathy  and  to  infuse  the  fer- 
vent drops  of  patriotism  in  their  languid 
hearts.  The  cinders  of  religion  were  already 
expiring  in  their  breasts  when  Zionism  came 
and  fanned  the  embers  into  living  flames." 

"But  pray,"  said  Mrs.  Aryeh,  "The  opponents 
of  Zionism  urge  that  by  a  long  residence  in 
Palestine  the  Jews  will  lose  much  of  their 
cosmopolitanism  and  will  lapse  into  a  conven- 
tional state  of  civilization." 

"This  only  proves  the  ignorance  of  the  Anti- 
Zionists,"  answered  Mr.  Eben-Tob,  "for  were 
they  acquainted  with  anthropology  they  would 
know  that  the  very  adaptability  of  the  de- 
scendants of  Jacob  to  various  climes  and  cul- 
ture is  due  to  their  having  lived  on  Pales- 
tinian soil.  Lying,  as  the  Land  of  Israel  does, 
between  two  great  countries  and  in  close 
proximity  to  many  forces  which  have  served 
to  make  the  inhabitants  well  balanced  and  ac- 
customed to  endless  variety,  the  civilization  of 
Greece  and  Rome  may  be  traced  to  the  Pelas- 
gians  or  Hittites  who  were  originally  dwellers 
of  Palestine  and  who  transplanted  their  cul- 
ture to  the  Archipelago. 

The  conversation,  which  was  now  begin- 
ning to  get  interesting,  was  interrupted  by  the 
arrival  of  a  procession  consisting  of  the  Ha- 
ham  Bashi  of  Jerusalem,  the  Gabbai  of  the 
Great  Synagogue,  the  beadle  in  the  uniform 
of  a  general,  and  several  men  masked  as  sol- 
diers, officers  and  Rawasses.  In  front  of  the 
procession  marched  two  Rawasses  clothed  in 
scarlet  uniforms  and  armed  with  bludgeons, 
which  they  struck  at  measured  intervals  on 
the  groimd.  Behind  these  came  the  general 
with  a  cocked  hat  upon  his  head,  two  pairs 
of  epaulettes  on  his  shoulders  and  a  long 
sword  in  his  hand.  He  was  followed  by  about 
a  dozen  soldiers  who  were  provided  with 
various  weapons  such  as  yataghans,  Damascus 
sabres  and  Turkish  pistols.  Two  lieutenants 
paraded  at  each  side  of  the  train  while  the 
Haham-Bashi,  arm  in  arm  with  the  Gabbai, 
closed  the  procession. 

At  the  command  of  the  general  the  soldiers 
stopped  in  the  courtyard  and  presented  arms 


while  the  musicians  at  the  request  of  Mrs. 
Aryeh  came  out  to  meet  the  harmless  in- 
vaders with  the  strains  of  martial  music 
Ther/5  was  no  end  to  the  hurrahs  which  the 
sight  of  the  warriors  provoked.  Some  girls, 
enchanted  at  the  dexterous  display  of  the 
sabre  and  at  the  gallant  handling  of  the  yata- 
ghan, detached  the  anadems  from  their  hair 
and  threw  the  imperial  lilies  and  the  red  roses 
at  the  soldiers  who  had  shown  most  prowess. 

While  the  ladies  were  thus  thrilled  with  the 
feats  of  knight-errantry,  the  Gabbai  did  not 
forget  the  purpose  for  which  he  came,  but  he 
went  aroimd  with  a  large  alms  box  collecting 
money  for  the  new  asylum  that  was  to  be 
erected  for  the  destitute  of  Jerusalem. 

The  soldiers,  who  had  played  their  part 
so  well  were  rewarded  not  merely  with  roses 
but  also  with  something  more  substantial. 
When  they  had  sheathed  their  swords  and  sat 
down  upon  the  benches  in  the  garden  to  cool 
themselves,  about  a  dozen  pretty  girls  came 
out  of  the  house  to  dispense  cakes  and  sherbet 
among  them.  The  warriors  having  received 
the  delicacies  from  fair  hands,  ventured  to 
invite  them  to  dance.  The  fair  ones  blushed, 
cast  down  their  eyes  and  made  some  attempts 
at  resistance,  but  the  soldiers  took  everything 
as  if  by  storm — even  the  Haham  Bashi's  sanc- 
tion. 

Moved  by  these  proud  expressions  of  youth 
the  musicians  exchanged  their  serene  themes 
for  still  happier  ones,  the  castanets  resounded 
more  vigorously  and  the  elderly  guests  who 
were  almost  beginning  to  doze,  forgot  slumber, 
and  with  keen  interest  watched  the  wild  dance, 
joining  at  times  in  that  stirring  patriotic  hymn, 
"Hatikvak."  For  those  who  were  daily  ac- 
customed to  view  the  solemn  sights  of  Jeru- 
salem and  behold  melancholy  nestling  in  for- 
saken temples  and  houses,  this  merry  dance 
with  its  intimations  of  hope  and  victory  was 
doubly  welcome.  Mirth  attained  its  suprem- 
acy in  the  assembled  company  and  on  this 
Purim  Day,  commemorative  of  a  great  tri- 
umph of  their  ancestors,  they  looked  forth 
towards  a  greater  one — ^the  Deliverance  of 
Zion. 
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The  History  of  the  Deposition  of  a 
Zionist  Rabbi 


The  deposition  of  Dr.  Emil  Cohn  from  his 
office  as  rabbi  of  a  Berlin  congregation  be- 
«cause  of  his  views  on  Zionism  and  assimila- 
tion has  stirred  up  great  excitement  not  only 
in  Berlin,  but  throughout  the  Jewish  world. 
Dr.  Cohn  has  himself  written  a  brochure  giv- 
ing the  facts  in  the  case,  which  we  here  pre- 
sent to  our  readers: 


On  the  7th  of  January,  1907,  I  had  a  three- 
and-a-half  hours*  conversation  with  my  old 
teacher,  the  present  director  of  a  gymnasium 
at  Charlottenburg,  concerning  my  views  on 
Judaism  and  the  Jewish  question.  I  had  gone 
to  him  during  his  office  hours  in  order  to  con- 
sult him  about  the  possibility  of  my  appoint- 
ment as  Jewish  religious  instructor  in  his 
school.  The  conversation  followed  in  connec- 
tion with  that  subject.  It  was  the  cause  and 
the  pretext  for  my  suspension  from  office.  I 
present  it  to  the  reader  in  brief  outline. 

It  began  after  a  hearty  greeting  with  two 
declarations  by  the  director.  He  said,  first, 
that  he  had  no  authority  to  dispose  of  the  po- 
sition, but  that  the  matter  belonged  to  the 
Charlottenburg  magistrate.  Then,  that  the 
magistrate  would  confer  the  duty  of  religious 
instruction  in  the  three  town  gymnasiums  only 
upon  a  single  individual.  That  settled  the 
<]uestion  of  my  emplo3mient  in  the  negative, 
for  a  Berlin  rabbi  cannot  give  18  hours  of  in- 
struction a  week  without  impairing  his  effi- 
ciency. 

Nevertheless,  there  followed  a  sprightly  dis- 
cussion in  the  friendliest  of  moods,  beginning 
with  an  inquiry  from  my  former  teacher  as  to 
where  I  stood  in  Jewish  matters.  As  I  held 
back  at  first,  he  went  on  to  develop  his  own 
views.  I  report  them  because  they  have  be- 
come of  the  greatest  significance  for  the  whole 
course  of  the  conversation.  The  director  calls 
himself  a  philo-semite.     He  adopts  the  point 


of  view  of  Bismarck;  an  Aryan  sire  g^'afted 
on  a  Semitic  branch  gives  the  best  mixture. 
He  is  in  favor  of  intermarriage,  sees  nothing 
dishonorable  in  baptism,  even  when  it  does 
not  follow  from  conviction.  He  asked  me 
whether  I,  too,  did  not  desire  such  a  solution. 
He,  at  any  rate,  rejoiced  over  every  Jewish 
father  who  allowed  his  children  to  receive 
instruction  in  the  Christian  religion,  and  was 
proud  that  there  were  not  a  few  such  in  his 
own  school. 

That  was  the  ground  the  Herr  Director 
took.  When  I  comprehended  his  meaning  I 
was  plunged  in  deepest  amazement.  I  did  not 
understand  how  a  liberal  director  could  arrive 
at  such  ideas  and  even  less  how  he  could  as- 
sume such  ideas  to  be  held  by  a  rabbi.  At  the 
moment  I  was  unable  to  restrain  myself  from 
combatting  his  views.  I  did  not  suspect  what 
consequences  would  follow  therefrom. 

So  I  said  to  the  director  roundly  that  it 
was  by  no  means  my  opinion  nor  that  of  my 
Jewish  brethren  that  we  must  disappear.  I 
for  my  part  must  absolutely  reject  intermar- 
riage, nor  could  I  take  pleasure  in  the  instruc- 
tion of  Jewish  children  in  the  Christian  re- 
ligion or  in  baptism  without  inner  conviction. 
We  Jews,  moreover,  not  only  will  not,  but 
we  cannot,  merge  ourselves  in  other  nations. 
Exactly  because  of  our  religion  we  cannot 
For  it  is  inseparably  connected  with  our 
nationality.  I  proved  this  to  him  historically 
along  the  lines  of  the  thought  of  selection, 
and  then  went  on  to  speak*  of  my  Zionism, 
which  is  for  me  a  corollary  of  my  estimation 
of  the  Jewish  race,  to  which  I  ascribe  a  great 
future.  I  explained  to  him,  moreover,  that  I 
had  a  hard  time  with  my  Zionism  against  the 
anti-Zionistic  big  men  among  the  German  Jews 
and  especially  of  the  Berlin  community. 

But  even  among  those  Jews,  who  ascribe  no 
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worth  to  their  nationality,  it  actually  lives. 
There  would  be  no  anti-Semitism  were  it 
otherwise.  We  are  not  hated  because  we  are 
worse,  but  because  we  are  different,  that  is, 
racially  distinguishable.  I  can,  therefore,  un- 
derstand the  aversion  against  us  as  a  certain 
reaction  even  though  I  oppose  anti-Semitism 
itself  most  earnestly  and  condemn  it  in  its 
various  forms  as  immoral.  This  aversion  will 
remain  as  long  as  we  Jews  do  not  give  up  our 
racial  distinctiveness.  We  are  not  even  think- 
ing of  doing  so,  as  is  shown  by  the  fact  that 
even  in  circles  where  no  great  value  is  set 
on  our  race,  intermarriage  is  rejected.  The 
race  instinct  is  very  strong.  This  is  shown 
by  the  deep  affection  that  binds  us  to  our 
eastern  brethren  of  the  same  race,  although 
spiritually  and  culturally  they  are  separated 
from  us  by  the  width  of  the  heavens.  The 
poor  Russian  Jews  must  be  closer  to  my  heart 
now  than  the  Christians  of  my  German 
fatherland,  because  beside  us  Jews,  there  is  no 
one  to  take  pity  on  these  unfortunates.  No 
Christian  took  their  part  during  the  recent 
persecutions.  There  are,  it  is  true,  Jews  who 
deny  this  racial  sympathy.  They  are  either 
lost  in  illusions  or  seek  in  ungrounded  fear 
to  confuse  the  condition  of  affairs. 

The  director  appeared  to  be  astounded  at 
these  affirmations.  'T  have  a  Jewish  head 
teacher.  According  to  this,  I  cannot  trust 
him  any  longer  when  he  assures  me  he  is  a 
good  German  citizen.  I  suppose  I  must  con- 
sider him  a  hypocrite?" 

"Not  at  all,"  I  answered.  "I  regard  my- 
self as  an  excellent  German  citizen;  I  love 
German  culture  beyond  everything;  I  cannot 
and  will  not  eliminate  Goethe  and  Schiller 
from  my  soul.  In  spite  of  that  I  cherish  my 
Jewish  racial  individuality  which  goes  well 
together  with  German  citizenship." 

The  director  did  not  think  this  true.  He  be- 
lieved we  should  thus  create  a  state  within  a 
state.  I  replied  that  good  citizenship  was  in- 
dependent of  racial  allegiance.  He  rejected 
this  also.  School  and  education  required  the 
nurture  of  only  one  kind  of  raciality,  the  Ger- 
man. I  was  in  duty  bound  in  my  religious  in- 
struction to  raise  up  the  children  to  be  Ger- 
man-national men.  I  replied  that  I  should,  as 
always,  impress  on  their  hearts  the  duty  of 


inmost  love  and  loyalty  to  state  and  father- 
land. That  was  the  Jewish  commandment. 
The  spread  of  German-national  ideas,  however, 
was  the  special  business  of  the  teachers  of 
history. 

This,  in  very  brief  outline,  is  the  essence  of 
the  more  than  three  hours*  conversation.  It 
was  private,  as  the  Herr  Director  himself  later 
in  certain  circles  himself  admitted  and  pro- 
ceeded in  the  most  friendly  manner. 

IL      THE  PROVISIONAL  SUSPENSION. 

On  January  31,  I  was  summoned  to  an  inter- 
view at  the  Jewish  communal  office.  I  went 
there  unsuspectingly.  I  found  the  president, 
Herr  Julius  Jacoby,  and  the  syndic  Lilienthal 
present.  They  demanded  excitedly  that  I  ex- 
plain my  conversation  with  the  director.  I 
hesitated,  since  it  had  been  private.  A  state- 
ment of  the  director's  was  laid  before  me, 
which  he  was  supposed  to  have  written  in  his 
official  journal.  The  conversation,  according- 
ly, had  been  official. 

This  writing  was  not,  despite  repeated  re- 
quests on  my  part,  given  to  me.  Hence  I  am 
obliged  to  quote  from  memory.  In  its  main 
points  my  quotation  is  surely  correct: 

"Herr  Dr.  Cohn  declares  that  according 
to  his  opinion  every  Jew  is  obliged  to  feel  that 
he  is  a  member  of  God's  chosen  people,  from 
whom  he  yet  expects  great  things  in  the  fu- 
ture. As  such  he  must  feel  greater  sympathy 
with  his  poor  Russian  brother  than  with  a 
German  Christian  and  must  reject  complete 
assimilation.  Whosoever  thinks  differently  lies, 
consciously  or  unconsciously.  Herr  Dr.  Cohn 
considers  complete  assimilation  to  be  impos- 
sible. He  sees  in  Zionism  the  only  solution 
of  the  Jewish  question.  He  is  able  to  under- 
stand anti-Semitism  as  a  natural  reaction." 

As  these  words  were  presented  to  me  I  felt 
it  my  duty  to  express  myself  further.  My  first 
words  were:  "This  have  I  said,  and  yet  not 
said."  I  said  it,  in  so  far  as  I  recognize  the 
thoughts  round  which  the  director's  sentences 
center  and  I  see  no  reason  for  denying  it. 
But  I  never  said  it  in  that  form  nor  with  such 
crassness.  The  expression  concerning  the 
lying  of  those  who  think  differently  never 
crossed  my  lips.  Much  that  I  emphasized  has 
been  left  unexpressed  in  the  writing  and  vice 
versa.     These  lines  are  an  arbitrary  extract 
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from  an  intense  conversation  of  over  three 
hours.  All  the  connecting  links  and  all  the 
reasons  are  omitted.  I  then  laid  before  Herr 
Jacoby  and  Herr  Lilienthal  sentence  by  sen- 
tence the  reasons,  which  are  plainly  evident  in 
the  brief  report  of  my  conversation  with  my 
former  teacher  given  above. 

They  thereupon  assured  me  that  they  did  not 
doubt  my  good  faith,  but  they  were  not  other- 
wise flattering.  Herr  Lilienthal  said:  "You 
are  a  fanatic,  and  have  got  lost  amid  crazy 
ideas."  Herr  Jacoby  said :  "You  are  dependent 
im  us  for  bread  and  keep,  you  are  bound  to 
represent  our  views!" 

I  was  then  suddenly  informed  that  the  ex- 
ecutive coimcil  had  already  decided  to  suspend 
me  until  further  action — already,  that  is.  to 
say,  before  they  had  heard  me  speak.. 

Finally  a  statement  was  laid  before  me 
which  I  was  asked,  under  the  impression  of 
the  serious  news  that  had  just  been  communi- 
cated to  me,  to  sign.  This  statement  was  com- 
posed by  the  syndic  Lilienthal.  It  said  that 
I  considered  my  conversation  with  my  teacher 
private,  that  the  writing  of  the  director  was 
an  incorrect  extract  from  a  private  conversa- 
tion of  three  and  a  half  hours,  and  that  my 
ideas  had  been  falsely  expressed  therein. 

I  signed  it  That  sealed  my  fate.  I  was 
too  upright  to  deny  my  conscience.  I  signed, 
trusting  that  Herr  Jacoby  and  Herr  Lilienthal 
would  not  issue  the  sentences  of  Dr.  P.  in 
their  naked,  insulting  crudeness  but  with  my 
elaborate  oral  commentary.  Had  I  had  the 
remotest  conception  what  could  be  read  into 
this  writing,  what,  in  fact,  has  been  read  into 
it,  I  should  never  have  signed. 

The  executive  council  delivered  the  case  to 
the  representatives  with  a  motion  for  imme- 
diate dismissal.  At  the  same  time  the  matter 
was  made  public  by  a  circular  letter  to  the 
wardens  of  the  various  synagogues. 

in.      THE    REPORT    TO    THE    COMMUNAL    COUNCIL. 

How  did  the  case  get  into  the  hands  of  the 
communal  executive  council  at  all  ?  I  learned 
the  answer  to  this  question  the  next  day,  Feb- 
ruary 1,  from  the  director  himself.  One  may 
imagine  my  amazement  when  he  informed  me 
on  my  entering,  that  he  had  already  received 
from  the  community  the  news  of  my  deposi- 
tion from  office.    Thus,  out  of  fear  for  the  di- 


rector of  the  gymnasium,  and  for  that  alone^ 
had  I  been  offered  up  as  a  sacrifice! 

The  director  then  told  me  how  the  affair 
had  developed.  He  had  passed  sleepless  nights. 
I  had  completely  destroyed  his  hope  that  the 
Jews  would  dissolve  and  vanish.  He  had  thea 
summoned  a  Jewish  head  teacher  in  his  gym- 
nasium and  asked  him  whether  he,  too,  shared 
my  views.  But  the  teacher  had  hotly  repudi- 
ated them.  Thereupon  that  head  teacher  had 
taken  down  the  statement  of  the  director  and 
through  him  it  came  into  the  possession  of  three 
other  head  teachers,  w;ho  then  on  their  part — 
by  what  right  or  whether  with  the  authoriza- 
tion of  the  director  I  know  not-*gave  in  the 
writing  to  the  council  and  demanded  redress. 

IV.      THE  RUMORS. 

During  this  time  ill-willed  persons  sprervd 
the  report  that  I  had  said  every  Jewish  teacher 
that  feels  like  a  German  is  a  hypocrite.  I 
hereby  assert  that  this  report  both  in  sense 
and  in  wording  was  fabricated  out  of  whole 
cloth,  whosoever  may  have  issued  it  Had  I 
actually  said  anything  of  the  sort,  then,  per- 
haps, the  informing  by  the  teachers  might  be 
viewed  as  mere  self-defense  and  the  appear- 
ance of  unhandsome  conduct  could  scarcely 
attach  to  it 

What,  however,  incensed  me  more  than  this 
rumor,  was  the  gradually  dawning  fact  that 
in  representative  circles  the  statement  signed 
by  me  was  being  interpreted  without  contradic- 
tion to  the  efifect  that  I  admitted  having  said 
everything  set  down  in  the  director's  note. 
I  had,  on  the  contrary,  asserted  that  it  was 
a  falsely  phrased  extract  lacking  all  the  rea- 
soning from  a  three-and-a-half  hours'  private 
conversation.'  That  is  all.  But  Herr  Jacoby 
and  Herr  Lilienthal  knew  the  reasons  just  as 
I  have  above  presented  them.  Did  the  repre- 
sentatives receive  no  information  as  to  these 
reasons?  Or  did  they  regard  them  as  entirely 
irrelevant? 

v.      THE  SEQUEL. 

On  February  10  took  place  the  first  meeting 
of  the  representatives.  The  case  was  deliv- 
ered for  consideration  to  a  mixed  committee 
composed  of  wardens  and  representatives.  I 
myself,  however,  in  view  of  the  general  ignor- 
ance of  what  had  taken  place  in  the  conver- 
sation between  the  director  and  me,  embittered 
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also  by  the  untrue  rumors  and  the  false  inter- 
pretations of  my  innocently  given  signature, 
wrote  a  letter  on  February  13  to  the  council 
of  the  community,  in  which  I  sought  to  annul 
my  signature  in  order  to  make  impossible,  once 
for  all,  the  false  commentaries  and  to  steer 
the  whole  affair  into  different  waters,  more 
just  ones,  for  I  hoped  that  I  should  finally  be 
given  a  personal  hearing  by  the  representatives. 
I  at  the  same  tifne  made  a  proposal  that 
the  note  of  the  director  be  submitted.  I  de- 
sired thereby  to  explain  it  sentence  by  sen- 
tence in  writing  in  order  to  clear  up  the  trend 
of  the  conversation  and  to  suppress  for  the 
future  unfounded  interpretations.  I  received 
no  reply  to  my  letter.  On  February  19  I  wrote 
again.  The  note  was  refused.  On  February 
22  I  asked  for  it  again  in  person.  It  was  again 
refused.  On  the  2Sth  I  sent  to  the  wardens 
and  the  representatives  a  memorandum  in 
which  I  presented  my  point  of  view  on  the  Jew- 
ish question  and  the  opinions  on  which  I  and 
the  director  had  differed.  An  account  of  the 
conversation  itself  was  to  follow  this  memoran- 
dum in  connection  with  the  director's  note,  the 
wording  of  which  I  still  hoped  to  receive,  as 
I  stated  in  the  introduction  to  the  memoran- 
dum. But  up  to  the  present  I  have  not  re- 
ceived it.  It  was  in  the  interview  with  the 
council  of  February  22,  following  my  pro- 
posal, that  I  heard  it  read  for  the  second  and 
last  time.  I  have  imparted  it  above  in  the 
form  that  I  then  learned  by  heart  At  this 
interview  I  tried  again  to  enlighten  the  gentle- 
men of  the  council,  not  without  result  as  it 
seemed  to  me  then. 

On  the  28th  of  February  the  mixed  com- 
mittee met.  I  was  officially  informed  by  Herr 
Lilienthal  that  my  suspension  had  been  form- 
ally decided  upon.  I  was  then  made  to  wait 
not  less  than  six  weeks.  I  still  hoped  that  the 
representatives  would  give  me  a  hearing  and 
was  sure  that  in  a  case  of  this  kind  no  one 
would  pass  judgment  without  having  heard 
me.  Nevertheless,  I  was  finally  condemned, 
almost  unanimously. 

Half  of  the  wardens  and  more  than  half  of 


the  representatives  have  not  heard  me  at  all. 
Those  that  have  heard  me  have,  for  the  most 
part,  done  so  unwillingly.  I  had  to  seek  out 
most  of  them  privately. 

Finally  on  April  15,  1907,  I  received  after 
manifold  warning  the  notice  that  by  vote  of 
the  commimity  on  March  21  and  29  it  had 
been  decided  that  thenceforth  I  was  to  officiate 
no  more  either  as  preacher  or  religious  in- 
structor. My  salary  would  be  paid  me  during 
the  period  of  my  contract  in  the  usual  manner. 

I  am  at  the  conclusion  of  my  presentation. 
I  believe  I  have  made  it  as  objective  as  could 
be  expected  of  a  man  who  has  been  suddenly 
thrown  out  of  his  position  and  apparently  also 
out  of  his  profession.  I  will  not  speak  here 
of  the  indescribable  injustice  that  has  been 
committed  against  me  personally;  of  the  fact 
that  they  heard  me  with  my  conviction  already 
prepared  in  their  pockets;  that  after  my  sus- 
pension they  found  nothing  more  pressing  to 
do  than  to  inform  the  director  of  it,  although 
the  matter  did  not  at  all  concern  him,  since 
it  had  not  been  he  that  had  brought  the  infor- 
mation to  the  community;  of  the  fact  that 
the  most  important  means  for  my  defense, 
the  director's  note,  was  denied  me;  that  the 
representatives  convicted  me  without  having 
heard  me;  and.  finally,  that  this  affair  which 
should  have  been  finished  in  one  night,  since 
it  concerned  not  only  the  material  subsistence, 
but  also  the  honor  and  reputation  of  a  man, 
was  allowed  to  drag  its  course  for  three 
months.  All  this  may  be  dismissed  to-day 
since  it  affects  me  personally.  This  affair  has 
for  me,  however,  a  kernel  that  lies  deeper.  I 
have  been  condemned  because  of  my  beliefs 
and  they  are  beliefs  that  I  still  cherish  to-day. 
And  I  demand  that  public  opinion  concern  it- 
self with  these  beliefs.  Ay,  it  must  and  it 
will  busy  itself  with  the  question  whether  a 
rabbi  may  express  views,  as  I  have  done,  or 
will  he  by  so  doing  "show  himself  unworthy 
of  the  respect,  the  reverence  and  the  trust 
which  his  office  requires."  And  it  will  have 
to  pass  judgment  whether  it  is  really  true 
that  the  expression  of  such  views  endangers 
Judaism  and  the  rights  of  those  who  profess  it. 
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The   Shofar 

A  SymlioUc  Drama  in  One  Act 


Bj  Louis  LiptMj 


CHARACTERS. 

JUDAH,  who  is  fifty-five  years  old 

DEBORAH,  his  wife,  of  about  the  same 
age. 

MOSHE   their  son,  about  nineteen. 

OLD  WOMAN,  a  stranger  in  the  village. 

VILLAGERS. 

[The  scene  is  the  interior  of  a  Russian  Jew- 
ish home.  An  old-fashioned  oven  in  one  cor- 
ner, a  rough  wooden  table,  a  bench,  near  the 
even;  a  few  chairs,  a  cupboard.  Judah  and 
Deborah.]  

DEBORAH:  He  has  been  gone  sinte  the 
shammas  woke  him  for  morning  prayers. 

JUDAH  [washing  his  hands] :  I  do  not  un- 
derstand him.  He  is  not  like  the  other  young 
men  in  the  school.  He  is  not  interested  in  life 
here,  in  the  synagogue,  at  the  market  place, 
but,  like  a  man  of  dreams,  he  seems  to  live 
elsewhere  [sighs].  I  am  afraid,  my  wife, 
we  shall  see  little  happiness  from  our  youngest 
chDd. 

DEBORAH:  It  is  youth,  youth  I  He  has 
not  seen  many  years,  and  he  is  confused  by 
the  hidden  things.  The  Angel  of  Dreams 
hovers  over  him,  but  when  life  becomes  clear- 
er to  him,  the  Angel  of  Dreams  will  leave  him, 
and  he  will  be  like  other  Jews — he  will  thank 
God  for  His  goodness,  and  be  content 

JUDAH  [seats  himself  at  table] :  Now  you 
may  serve  the  breakfast.  [Deborah  moves 
about  preparing  the  breakfast].  That  is  what 
I  want  to  tell  you,  my  wife,  before  he  returns. 
I  have  seen  Salmen,  the  marriage-broker. 

DEBORAH  [starts]:  He  shall  drive  the 
Angel  of  Dreams  from  him  I 

JUDAH :  He  had  been  sent  by  the  father  of 
a  girl  who  lives  in  Slutsk  to  propose  a  match' 
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with  our  son.  We  shall  not  be  able  to  give 
him  much,  but  God  is  good,  and  the  girl  will 
have  more  than  enough  for  both.  Moshe  may 
not  have  money,  but  he  has  learning,  which 
the  girl's  father  prizes.  Sahnen  has  promised 
to  visit  us  before  he  leaves  for  Slutsk. 

DEBORAH :  But  tell  me,  who  is  this  Sluts- 
ker?  Let  me  know  what  sort  of  a  family  you 
have  selected.  Ei,  weh,  how  time  moves  on 
while  we  doze.  When  our  boy  was  still  a  babe, 
do  you  remember,  the  Rebi  came  to  us  and 
prophesied  that  of  him  would  become  one  who 
would  bring  gladness  to  his  people.  The  truth 
to  say,  with  him  we  need  not  be  in  a  hurry. 
Not  at  all  in  a  hurry.  How  long  since  he  was 
a  barefooted  boy,  my  dear,  and  now  we  two  old 
people  sit  here  and  make  his  future  for  him. 
Yet,  what  is  destined  to  be,  must  be. 

JUDAH:  The  Slutsker  is  a  man  among 
men.  He  is  rich,  and  she  is  an  only  daughter. 
He  himself  is  not  a  Son  of  the  Torah,  but 
he  has  the  pious  wish  of  having  such  a  son 
in  his  family.  Have  no  doubt  about  it,  my 
wife,  our  Moshe's  name  is  not  confined  to  his 
home  or  to  his  village  [rubs  his  hands].  His 
name  has  traveled  even  as  far  as  Slutsk. 

DEBORAH :  That  is  good  to  know.  Well, 
let  it  be  in  a  lucky  hour.  And  when  does 
Salmen  expect  the  wedding? 

JUDAH  [laughs] :  Ha !  Ha  I  Ha  I  How  like 
a  woman!  First  she  weeps  and  then  is  eager 
to  know  when  the  wedding  will  take  place. 
[Complacently],  If  we  live,  and  our  Moshe 
is  in  good  health,  the  wedding  shall  be  in  the 
spring,  when  the  fields  are  once  more  covered 
with  green  and  the  air  is  soft  and  warm.  That 
is  the  season  for  mating. 

DEBORAH:  Well,  husband,  I  wish  you 
good  luck! 
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JUDAH  [kisses  her\  Let  it  be  in  a  good 
hourl 

DEBORAH:  From  our  other  children, 
thank  the  good  God,  we  hear  nothing  evil. 
They  have  left  us  here,  but  God  has  not  for- 
saken us  nor  them. 

JUDAH:  They  may  say  what  they  say  of 
Russia,  but  at  least  here  wc  live,  and  our 
fathers*  graves  enrich  the  soil,  and  we  are  as 
happy  as  Jews  can  be. 

DEBORAH :  That  is  true ;  we  are  as  happy 
as  Jews  may  be. 

JUDAH:  We  have  built  our  homes  in  the 
low  places,  and,  therefore,  are  hidden  from 
the  wrath  of  the  Amalek.  We  have  our  own 
people  about  us,  and  as  our  fathers  did  be- 
fore us,  that  we  also  may  do  in  peace. 

[Enter  Moshe,  glancing  backward.  He  walks 
to  the  window  for  a  better  view  of  some  one 
in  the  village.^ 

DEBORAH :     Hear  the  good  news,  my  son ! 

JUDAH  [at  the  tabled :  It  is  such  news  that 
everv  Jew  may  hear  with  a  joyous  heart! 

MOSHE  [moves  away  from  window, 
passes  his  hand  over  his  eyes] :  She  goes  from 
house  to  house  and  knocks,  but  no  one  an- 
swers her. 

DEBORAH:  Who  is  it  that  goes  from 
house  to  house  and  knocks  and  whom  no  one 
answers? 

JUDAH:  Whoever  it  is,  if  she  knocks  at 
the  doors  of  Jewish  homes,  no  one  will  turn 
her  away.  Has  she  been  to  the  House  of 
Worship? 

MOSHE :  She  has  been  there,  but  when  she 
came  to  the  House  of  Worship,  there  were 
none  within.  That  is  why  she  passed  out  into 
the  street,  and.  like  an  old,  unworthy  beggar, 
she  goes  now  from  house  to  house. 

DEBORAH:  [to  husband]:  It  is  strange 
she  has  not  come  here:  I  shall  be  prepared  to 
give  her  something. 

MOSHE:  She  is  poorly  dressed,  and  her 
eyes,  though  dry,  seem  filled  with  tears.  She 
has  a  staff  on  which  she  leans,  and  her  dress 
is  stained  with  dust,  and  her  face  [tragic- 
ally], her  face  is  smeared  with  blood! 

DEBORAH:     Her    face    is    smeftPed    with 


blood !  She  must  have  been  hurt  Why  have 
you  not  helped  her,  Moshe?  Judah,  go  out 
and  see ;  it  may  be  some  one  has  been  hurt  by 
the  peasants.    Our  good  news  will  keep. 

JUDAH:  This  is  strange.  [Judah  goes 
out.] 

MOSHE:  He  will  not  find  her,  for  she 
cannot  be  seen,  as  she  is^  except  one's  heart  is 
tuned  to  the  wail  she  utters. 

DEBORAH :  Do  not  speak  in  riddles !  Sit 
down,  Moshe,  and  tell  me  who  is  the  old  wom- 
an who  has  come  to  the  village.  I  believe  I 
can  understand  you  if  you  speak  with  clear- 
ness. I  may  not  understand  your  words,  but 
I  shall  know  what  perplexes  you. 

MOSHE:  Mother,  mother!  You-  are  a 
Jewish  woman,  and  you  have  wept,  but  the 
tears  you  have  wept  are  as  sweet  water  to 
hers,  for  she  does  not  weep,  and  yet  the 
tears  flow  I 

DEBORAH :    But  who  is  she? 

MOSHE:  I  have  seen  her  in  the  meadows, 
but  I  have  never  known  her  until  this  day.  She 
comes  out  of  the  great,  the  unknown  past,  and 
the  woes  of  many  years  bear  her  down.  When 
I  was  young— it  was  in  the  cheder,  at  night— 
I  spoke  to  her,  but  she  caressed  my  brow  and 
shook  her  head;  you  will  not  understand,  she 
murmured,  and  disappeared.  But  now  I  am 
a  man,  and  God  has  lifted  the  veil,  and  I  hear 
hej  cry  from  every  tree,  and  every  blade  of 
grass  sighs  as  she  passes  over  them.  I  have 
seen  her  hovering  near  the  village,  waiting  for 
the  call  from  within,  and  in  the  midst  of  the 
cold  and  the  rain,  and  in  summer  and  in  spring, 
there  she  has  been  standing,  a  stranger  wait- 
ing to  be  called  in.  But  none  has  called  her. 
She  has  stood  at  the  gate  until  this  day,  and 
now  she  walks  through  our  village  and  knocks 
at  the  doors  of  Jewish  homes.  But  none  has 
opened  his  door.  Yet  she  is  the  mistress  of 
the  future,  and  when  she  has  opened  the  hearts 
of  our  people,  they  shall' be  carried  with  her 
until,  on  the  final  day,  when  the  angels  of 
unrest  shall  overcome  the  demons  of  content- 
ment, all  who  are  sad,  or  in  grief,  shall  cling 
to  her  skirts  and  be  saved.     [Enter  Judah.} 

JUDAH:  It  is  as  he  has  said.  An  old 
woman,  who  is  not  known  to  any  householder, 
has  some  strange  request  to  make  of  Jewish 
people. 
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DEBORAH :    Has  the  Rebi  seen  her? ' 

JUDAH:  He  says  he  has  seen  her,  but  he 
will  not  be  disturbed,  for  he  believes  she  is  an 
old  witch. 

DEBORAH :    An  old  witch ! 

MOSHE:  From  his  bed  of  ease  he  brands 
her  a  witch,  and  turns  over  to  sleep  again. 
The  vision  of  the  Prophet's  day  may  come, 
but  his  eyes  are  closed.  He  is  the  guardian 
of  the  Law,  but  to  the  dreams  of  the  Prophets 
he  is  blind,  and  wilfully  sleeps  when  the  call 
is  sounded. 

[Tumult.  A  number  of  villagers  press  into 
the  house.  They  gesticulate.  The  women 
speak  to  Deborah,  the  men  to  Judah:  "A 
Witch!"  Moshe  stands  to  one  side.  Then  the 
villagers  make  an  opening,  and  the  Old  Wom- 
an appears.  Her  hair  is  gray,  her  clothes  in 
tatters.  She  wears  sandals,  and  carries  a  staff 
on  which  she  leans.  A  red  mark  smeared 
across  her  forehead.  She  remains  standing  at 
the  door.} 

VILLAGERS  Imurmur} :     She  is  a  witch ! 

JUDAH:    Now,  tell  us:  Who  are  you? 

OLD  WOMAN:  I  am  a  mother,  and  I 
seek  my  children. 

DEBORAH:    .    .    .    Seeks  her  children. 

JUDAH :  You  have  told  us  that  before,  but 
who  are  your  children?  Are  they  members  of 
our  community? 

OLD  WOMAN :  Wherever  I  go  I  see  my 
children,  my  poor,  depressed  children.  They 
are  scattered  far  and  wide,  and  mingled  with 
the  other  peoples.  I  have  raised  my  eyes  to 
the  West  and  they  were  there;  I  have  cast  my 
eyes  to  the  East,  and  beheld  them  there,  but 
wherevec  they  may  be,  me  they  have  forgotten ! 

DEBORAH:    They  have  forgotten  her. 

OLD  WOMAN :  It  is  life  that  keeps  them 
from  me.  When  age  has  frosted  their  head, 
and  life  has  cast  them  to  the  ground,  they 
take  up  their  weary  bodies  and  come  to  me, 
but  only  to  help  me  weep,  only  to  lift  up  their 
voices  with  mine  and  to  lament  with  me  my 
sad  widowhood. 

JUDAH :  Then  why  do  you  not  go  to  them, 
and  be  happy  with  them  before  you  die? 

MOSHE  [suddenly^ :  She  will  never  die 
until  they  live! 


OLD  WOMAN  [raises  her  eyes  to  Moshe; 
steps  in  further^ :  I  have  come  to  them  on 
the  wings  of  memory,  when  their  souls  were 
steeped  in  darkness,  and  I  have  brought  them 
the  tales  of  their  childhood,  but  they  would 
not  know  me,  for  they  had  forgotten  their 
childhood,  and  therefore  have  they  forgotten 
me. 

ONE  OLD  VILLAGER :  I  have  heard  the 
tales  she  speaks  of,  but  I  forget  them.  My 
grandfather  used  to  say    .    .    . 

OLD  WOMAN:  Of  snow-capped  Hermon 
have  I  spoken  and  of  the  green  meadows  of 
Sharon;  of  the  pleasant  valley  of  the  Jordan, 
and  the  rocky  breast  of  Sinai.  I  recalled  the 
great  son,  who  fought  for  me  by  day  and  by 
night,  and  the  Star,  who  gave  his  life  that  he 
might  not  be  taken  from  me.  I  recalled  all 
those  who  have  sighed  in  chains,  and  those  who 
have  loved  me,  though  they  could  not  come  to 
me.  But  my  voice  was  too  soft  and  low,  too 
weak  and  appealing.  Then  I  caused  it  to 
change,  and  I  spoke  to  them  as  one  strong  and 
virile:  Woe  be  to  them  now  if  they  close  their 
ears! 

JUDAH:     I  do  not  understand  her. 

ONE  OLD  VILLAGER :  She  should  speak 
a  little  louder. 

VILLAGERS:    Riddles! 

JUDAH:  Do  they  not  send  you  food  for 
your  maintenance? 

OLD  WOMAN :    It  is  not  food  that  I  lack! 

JUDAH :  Have  they  not  provided  you  with 
shelter  in  your  old  age? 

OLD  WOMAN:  It  is  not  shelter  that  I 
lack! 

JUDAH  [to  the  villagers] :  She  is  whimsi- 
cal. 

OLD  WOMAN :  I  want  my  children  back 
with  me  again!  I  want  to  feel  that  they  arc 
mine,  undivided.  I  want  them  back  in  the 
old  home,  filling  my  valleys  with  life,  and 
making  me  joyous  in  their  growth. 

DEBORAH:  It  is  unreasonable.  When 
children  grow  up,  they  should  make  a  home 
for  themselves. 

OLD  WOMAN :  They  are  mv  children  and 
they  have  forgotten  me! 

MOSHE:  But  I  have  not  forgotten  you, 
mother!    Not  I! 
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JUDAH:    He  calls  her  mother! 

DEBORAH:    Moshe,  my  son! 

OLD  WOMAN :    Who  are  you? 

MOSHE:  I  am  the  son  of  this  house,  and 
I  have  dreamed  of  your  griefs,  and  once  in 
a  dream,  I  thought  I  saw  your  old  home  re- 
peopled  by  your  own  children,  but  you  I  have 
seen  for  the  first  time  eye  to  eye,  face  to 
face. 

OLD  WOMAN :  Come  closer  to  me.  You 
are  he  whom  I  seek! 

DEBORAH  [interposes] :  Do  not  let  her 
come  near  him. 

OLD  WOMAN  [imperiously] :  I  come  to 
you  with  a  plea  holier  than  that  of  a  mother. 
I  speak  to  you  of  a  claim  bom  before  your 
life  in  your  mother's  womb.  Come  to  me!  I 
am  the  spirit  of  all  time,  and  my  claim  is 
eternal. 

[But  she  does  not  draw  near  to  Moshe,  nor 
does  Moshe  draw  near  her.] 

DEBORAH:  She  may  be  right.  I,  too, 
have  heard  that  somewhere,  in  the  dim  past  of 
my  life. 

JUDAH:  Silence!  She  is  an  old  witch. 
She  is  related  to  those  creatures  whose 
thoughts  maunder  in  space,  and  whose  souls 
are  steeped  in  nightmares,  that  breed  death. 

MOSHE:  Whatever  she  is,  she  speaks 
straight  to  my  soul,  and  if  she  be  from  the 
Evil  One  himself,  then  I  am  his,  and  I  cannot 
deny  it! 

VILLAGERS:  What  strange  Ulk  for  a 
Jewish  young  man.  ...  He  never  learned 
that  in  a  synagogue. 

OLD  WOMAN:  Let  me  look  into  your 
face,  that  I  may  recognize  you.  [She  steps  one 
step  nearer  Moshe,] 

DEBORAH  [interposes] :  Do  not  come 
near  him! 

OLD  WOMAN:  Let  him  look  into  my 
face! 

DEBORAH   [to  Judah] :     Do  not  let  her 
look  into  his  face. 
JUDAH :    Moshe,  come  over  to  my  side. 
VILLAGERS:    What  harm  if  he  does? 


DEBORAH :  I  am  afraid !  She  has  an  evil 
eye,  and  she  may  bewitch  him. 

JUDAH :  I  do  not  believe  that,  but  she  shall 
not  look  into  his  face. 

MOSHE  [steps  forward  one  step]  :  Let  me 
stand  out  in  the  light,  mother!  I  am  a  man, 
and  God  has  put  his  strength  into  me,  and  I 
feel  that  if  she  does  see  written  on  my  face 
that  which  she  seeks,  then  it  is  marked  on  my 
soul,  too,  and  nor  you  nor  all  the  powers  of 
the  earth  can  hold  me  back  from  returning  to 
my  kin! 

OLD  WOMAN:  Well  have  you  been 
been  named  Moshe,  for  out  of  you  shall  come 
hope  for  Israel. 

MOSHE :  Yes,  tell  me  what  is  the  hope  of 
Israel;  tell  it  to  these,  my  kin,  that  they  may 
understand  what  their  prayers  and  tears  and 
suffering  may  mean.  Tell  it  to  them,  for  they 
doiibt  that  there  is  hope  for  Israel.  Let  them 
know  of  the  world  beyond  our  forest,  that 
they  may  see  Hebron  and  Sinai,  and  the  Jor- 
dan, and  the  grandeur  of  the  world  and  its 
splendor.  They  have  lived  in  the  gloom  of  the 
valley;  lift  them  up  to  see  the  joy  of  the 
mountain. 

OLD  WOMAN :     I  am  the  hope  of  Israel ! 

MOSHE:  You  are  the  hooe  of  Israel? 
Hear  ye  [turns  to  villagers],  she  is  the  hope  of 
of  Israel! 

VILLAGERS :  She  is  .  .  .  the  hope  of 
Israel? 

JUDAH:    A  woman? 

DEBORAH :  A  woman  the  hope  of  Israel? 
That  is  strange. 

OLD  WOMAN  :  Touch  my  hair;  it  is  damp 
from  weeping.  See  my  form;  it  is  thin  and 
old  from  mourning.  I  totter  as  I  walk;  it  is 
from  leaning  over  the  graves  of  the  ancients, 
who  come  to  me  to  die.  But  look  into  my 
eve,  and  you  shall  see  the  glories  of  the  day 
when  I  was  young.  For  once  I  was  surpassing 
fair.  Queens  have  come  to  me  to  flatter,  and 
kings  have  sent  their  emissaries  to  treat  with 
me,  I  have  seen  Empires  rise  and  wax  large, 
and  then  mingle  with  the  dust.  Armies  have 
broken  their  weapons  on  the  battlements  of 
my  cities,  and  oblivion  has  swallowed  them. 
Poets  have  sung  of  me — what  have  they  not 
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sung  except  the  songs  of  joy — and  their 
melodies  have  encircled  the  globe.  There  was 
one — I  forgot  his  name — whose  bones  were 
ground  to  dust  before  the  very  gates  of  my 
great  and  holy  city  while  he  sang.  .  .  . 
But  why  need  I  tell  this — see  here,  the  soul 
of  my  eye  has  preserved  the  memory  of  my 
nobler  days. 

JUDAH :  This  hope  of  Israel !  I  have  read 
of  it  in  our  prayer  books.  It  was  not  like  this. 
The  day  shall  come,  it  is  said,  when  the  Mes- 
siah, riding  on  an  ass  into  Jerusalem,  shall  be 
greeted  by  the  hosannas  of  the  multitudes,  and 
when  he  comes,  all  wickedness  shall  cease,  and 
all  implements  of  war  shall  be  ground  down 
into  ploughshares,  and  all  the  nations  shall  bow 
down  to  the  Chosen  People.  That  is  the  hope 
of  Israeli 

ONE  VILLAGER:  And  it  is  said.  There 
shall  come  a  day  when  a  thousand  Gentiles 
shall  clutch  each  the  skirts  of  a  Jew  and  say, 
lead  us  up  to  the  mountain  of  God ! 

OLD  WOMAN :  ^  But  the  Hero  comes  not 
until  the  pageant  is  set !  A  path  must  be  clear- 
ed for  him.  He  shall  come,  I  say,  when  my 
children  shall  be  gathered  from  the  four  cor- 
ners of  the  earth,  and  they  shall  have  repeopled 
the  land  of  their  birth  and  rebuilt  the  cities, 
through  which  he  must  pass.  He  is  the  Judge, 
who  shall  place  his  seal  on  the  deed.  Go  up 
to  the  mountain  of  God  first,  and  then  shall 
the  Gentiles  grasp  your  skirts  and  ask  you  to 
take  them  to  the  heights  of  salvation.  There- 
fore have  I  left  my  fastnesses,  and  come  forth 
among  my  children.  I  am  the  hope  of  Israel, 
but  I  am  not  the  last. 

MOSHE:    I  understand,  I  understand! 

VILLAGERS:     He  does  not  understand. 

MOSHE:  It  is  to  rebuild  your  home,  the 
cities  of  the  Empire,  that  the  Hero  may  return 
to  a  land  filled  with  a  joyous  people,  that  you 
come  here  to  us. 

OLD  WOMAN :  I  am  the  call,  the  Shofar, 
and  he  who  listens  to  me  shall  also  be  the 
hope  of  Israel. 

MOSHE:  Let  me  go  with  you!  I  shall 
place  the  golden  ring  about  your  finger,  and 
never  shall  I  leave  you.  You  are  the  dream 
of  my  youth,  and  the  strength  of  my  man- 


hood.   Let  me  go  with  youl 
JUDAH:    Remain  where  you  are,  Moshc! 

DEBORAH:  Oh,  what  shall  we  do!  He 
does  not  feel  at  home  with  us  any  morel 

OLD  WOMAN :  It  is  not  I  who  take  him 
with  me.  L  am  not  the  guide,  but  the  call,  and 
I  have  come  only  to  waken  my  children.  I 
have  knocked  at  their  doors,  but  they  have  not 
opened  them  to  me.  Only  the  dreamers  have 
heard  my  voice.  I  speak  to  them  first  Let 
me  whisper  in  his  ear,  and  he,  too,  shall  see 
the  light  which  shall  lead  him. 

DEBORAH    [interposes] :    Do  not  let  her  ^ 
whisper  in  his  earl 

JUDAH:  Let  her;  there  is  no  harm  in 
that    What  is  to  be,  must  be. 

DEBORAH  [expostulates  with  Judahl, 

VILLAGERS :    There  may  be  harm  in  that  I 

[Old  Woman  takes  Moshe  aside,  and  whis- 
pers in  his  ear;  he  stands  rigid,  then  reaches 
out  his  hands,  hut  the  Old  Woman  passes  away 
to  the  door.] 

OLD  WOMAN:  Blessings  on  this  house, 
which  has  opened  its  doors  to  me,  and  has  not 
closed  its  ears  to  my  call. 

[Exit  Old  Woman,  followed  by  Villagers, 
singly,  who  murmur:  "Let  us  see  what  she  will 
do.    Let  us  hear  what  she  will  say."] 

[Pause.] 

JUDAH :  It  is  good  she  has  gone.  Now  we 
can  tell  Moshe  the  good  news. 

DEBORAH:     Some  other  time,  later. 

JUDAH  :    Salmen  will  be  here  at  noon ! 

DEBORAH :  It  would  be  better  to  tell  him 
later. 

JUDAH:  Moshe,  come  here!  Salmen,  the 
match-maker,  will  be  here  at  noon.  Go  with- 
in and  dress! 

MOSHE :  It  is  not  necessary.  I  have  made 
my  choice. 

JUDAH:  It  is  necessary!  Salmen  brings 
us  a  marriage  offer  which  is  most  fortunate. 
The  daughter  of  a  well-to-do  Slutsker  mer- 
chant 

MOSHE:  It  cannot  be!  I  see  what  I 
should  have  seen  before. 

DEBORAH:    It  cannot  be,  my  son?    You 
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could  not  hope  for  a  better  offer. 

MOSHE:  I  must  go  to  the  market-place  I 
She  shall  tell  me  more  of  this. 

DEBORAH :  What  did  she  whisper  in  your 
car? 

JUDAH:    The  old  witch! 

MOSHE:  At  noon  she  will  stand  at  the 
market-place,  and  send  forth  her  call,  and  I 
must  be  there  to  bear  witness  and  do  her  bid- 
ding. 

DEBORAH :  Moshele,  you  will  leave  us;  I 
know  what  is  in  your  heart.  You  will  leave 
your  home.  I  see !  I  see !  Your  own  mother 
who  nursed  you,  who  spent  her  days  and 
nights  to  give  you  life,  and  who  wept  her  eyes 
out  before  you  grew  to  be  a  man,  her  you  cast 
aside,  and  for  the  first  call  you  hear,  you  leave 
us.  and  have  no  thought  of  our  old  age. 

MOSHE:  I  cannot  stay!  I  must  go  where 
I  shall  be  free,  and  only  God's  own  mountains 
can  make  me  free.  The  voice  that  split  Sinai 
shall  fill  the  land  with  a  new  vision,  and  I  shall 
be  there  to  partake  of  the  glory. 

DEBORAH  :  If  you  go,  my  heart  will  break 
and  my  tears  will  follow  you,  in  freedom  or 
in  captivity.  Wherever  you  may  be,  your 
mother's  tears  will  salten  the  sweetness  of 
your  happiness  and  make  it  bitter,  and  wher- 
ever your  home  may  be  built,  your  thoughts 
will  be  filled  with  a  longing  for  us,  and  for 
the  home  in  which  you  were  born;  your  man- 
hood will  be  broken  by  our  grief,  and  your  old 
age  will  be  desolate. 

MOSHE :  Dearest  mother,  I  return  to  your 
own  old  home.  That  longing  which  has  grown 
in  me  is  your  own  hope,  your  longing  re- 
doubled in  strength.  Beyond,  in  the  beautiful 
land  of  the  Jordan,  with  its  quiet  waters,  I 
shall  recover  your  childhood.  Your  bare  early 
days  will  be  forgotten  in  the  freedom  of  my 
children  who  shall  have  Sinai  as  their  play- 


ground. I  shall  have  rebuilt  the  cities  of  the 
olden  day,  and  you,  too,  one  day,  after  the  toil 
is  over,  and  the  pioneers  shall  take  their  rest, 
shall  come  to  us  and  in  the  shade  of  the  olive 
groves  we  have  planted  shall  take  your  rest  in 
the  midst  of  your  children. 

[Sound  of  a  Shofar.] 

JUDAH  [controls  his  tears] :  I  am  a  plain 
son  of  the  earth.  The  Torah  has  not  sunk 
deep  into  my  soul.  But  of  the  far-off  days  of 
which  the  prophets  spoke,  we  have  ceased  to 
think.  What  have  we  to  do  with  the  far-off 
days?  God  has  not  chosen  to  let  us  see  them, 
and  we  must  be  content. 

[Villagers  pass  the  door.  One  sticks  his 
head  into  the  room  and  exclaims:] 

VILLAGER :  She  is  blowing  the  Shofar  at 
the  market-place,  in  broad  sunlight,  and  she 
stands  there  alone. 

MOSHE:  She  stands  alone  at  the  market- 
place!   Oh,  where  are  the  strong  in  Israel? 

JUDAH:    The  strong  remain  at  home. 

VILLAGER:  Alone  at  the  market-place. 
[and  disappears,] 

MOSHE:  I  am  of  the  strong  who  go  out 
into  the  open.  Enough  of  these  walls  of  fear; 
our  souls  have  been  starved  in  Ghettos;  our 
hopes  have  been  ground  to  dust;  our  learning 
has  enslaved  us.    I  want  to  be  free,  mother! 

DEBORAH:  Do  not  let  him  go.  [Moshe 
rushes  from  the  room.] 

JUDAH:     It  is  witchcraft. 

DEBORAH:  Do  not  let  him  go.  [Weep- 
ing at  the  door.]     My  son!     My  son! 

JUDAH  [seats  himself,  head  bozved  between 
his  arms,  which  rest  on  the  table.  Deborah 
at  the  door,  weeping.  He  says] :  We  are  in 
exile,  and  even  our  children  are  not  our  own. 

Curtain. 
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A  Pesach  Night  in  Palestine 


A  Story  of  tho  larlj  ColonltU 


(Translated  from  the  Hebrew.) 


IT  is  midnight.  In  a  joyful  mood,  we, 
the  young  people  of  the  colony,  march 
down  Benjamin  street  The  houses  are 
filled  with  light  and  good  cheer.  The 
windows  have  been  opened,  and  a  mur- 
mur of  noises  reaches  us ;  the  clatter  of  plates, 
bowls,  knives,  forks,  and  mingled  with  it  the 
songs  of  the  second  part  of  the  Hagada. 
Here  and  there  a  child's  face  peers  through  a 
window,  and  flashing  eyes  speak  to  us,  as  if  to 
say :  "Our  Seder  began  late,  but  wait,  we  shall 
soon  be  with  you." 

We  gather  near  the  colony's  well,  on  the  road 
to  Jaffa,  and  there  are  awaiting  our  belated 
friends.  The  well  is  the  rendezvous  of  our 
group.  Peninah  has  come.  Peninah  is  a  girl 
of  sixteen,  and  she  is  usually  escorted  by  a 
number  of  boys  and  girls.  The  boys  admire 
Peninah,  and  the  girls  look  up  to  her,  half 
admiringly,  half  enviously.  Her  strong  con- 
tralto voice  overtops  all  others,  and  when  she 
laughs,  her  devoted  followers  join  her,  and  the 
soft  air  rings  with  their  happiness. 

Abigail  has  also  come.  She  is  the  center  of 
another  group,  and  she  is,  as  it  were,  the 
friend  and  the  rival  of  Peninah.  They  present 
a  sharp  contrast.  Abigail  is  tall  and  slender. 
Her  face  is  good  to  look  at,  but  it  lacks  sweet- 
ness and  is  not  regular.  She  wears  her  hair 
in  a  wreath  upon  her  well-shaped  head.  She 
'  has  a  pentrating  mind,  but  her  opinions  are 
usually  superficial. 

Peninah  is  small  and  slender;  she  is  not 
pretty,  but  she  is  attractive.  Her  hair,  done  up 
in  long,  thick  braids,  is  blond.  She  is  clever, 
but  not  shrewd.  She  is  considered  an  intellect- 
ual girl.  The  "why"  and  the  "wherefore"  of 
things  interest  her 

And  these  two  girls  dislike  each  other,  and 
on  their  account  the  young  people  of  the  colony 
are  divided  into  two  camps.    It  seems  that  the 


antagonism  of  the  two  parties  will  last  for- 
ever. 

But  on  this  night,  the  eve  of  Pesach,  the  two 
parties  unite  in  order  to  spend  the  evening  to- 
gether. 

We  walk  down  the  road  east  of  the  colony. 
The  road  is  crowded  with  people.  Everybody 
has  come  out  to  enjoy  the  evening.  The  old 
people  congregate  together,  the  young  colonists 
and  their  wives  are  in  one  grroup,  and  the 
boys  and  girls  and  the  children  form  two  other 
groups.  The  laughter  of  the  children,  the 
singing  of  the  boys  and  girls,  the  conversa- 
tion of  the  elders,  mingled  with  all  the  sounds 
of  a  Palestinian  night,  form  a  beautiful  sym- 
phony, the  song  of  freedom. 

We  boys  and  girls  leave  the  other  groups, 
and  reach  the  path  that  leads  to  the  olive  for- 
est.   Then  we  ascend  the  hill  and  sit  down. 

Above  is  the  gloriously  blue  sky  filled  with 
twinkling  stars,  and  below  are  the  vines, 
whose  buds  have  opened,  and  the  almond  trees 
that  still  wear  their  winter  dress,  the  snow 
white  flowers.  A  soft  wind  rustles  through  the 
silver  leaves  of  the  olive  tree  and  the  gentle 
rustle,  mingled  with  the  voices  that  come  to  us 
from  the  road,  is  the  lullaby  oriental  nature 
sings  to  us  on  this  wonderful  night. 

And  in  all  hearts  springs  up  a  longing  to  be 
quiet,  and  to  listen  to  the  mysterious  whisper 
and  to  breathe  the  air  filled  with  sweet  per- 
fumes and  to  think  of  the  great  problem  of 
life. 

"Why  are  you  all  so  quiet,"  suddenly  Abi- 
gail asked.  "Let  one  of  the  boys  of  the 
Mikveh  Israel  school  tell  us  a  story,  a  true 
story  of  something  in  his  life." 

There  is  no  reply.  Abigail  hums  an  Arabian 
melody  to  hide  her  embarrassment  But  one 
of  her  party  comes  to  her  rescue. 
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"They  are  our  guests,  and  we  ought  to  enter- 
tain them!" 

"Schlome,"  we  address  a  well-built  young 
man,  "Help  us  out.  Tell  us  of  *those  days,' 
you  know." 

Schlome  does  not  hesitate,  and  he  begins  his 
story: 

"It  was  ten  years  ago.  I  was  seven  then. 
All  the  houses  you  see  now  were  not  built 
then.  The  only  house  was  the  kohol's  kitchen 
for  the  workmen,  now  the  synagogue,  and  all 
the  colonists  lived  in  little  stone  or  mortar 
houses  left  by  their  former  owners,  the  Ara- 
bians. The  remains  of  those  houses  you  can 
see  yet  on  the  hill  opposite  the  synagogue. 

"We  lived  then  as  simple  a  life  as  did  the 
Fallashas.  For  weeks  we  did  not  taste  meat 
Our  food  was  br«ad  and  vegetables.  But 
we  were  happy  in  those  little  huts,  happier, 
may  be,  than  we  are  in  the  comfortable  houses 
we  now  live  in.  The  colonists  were  not  quar- 
relsome, and  they  lived  at  peace  with  one  an- 
other. When  they  came  together  after  a  hard 
da/s  work,  the  kitchen  resounded  with  their 
songs  and  their  laughter.  The  workmen  sat 
up  late  nights  speaking  words  of  encourage- 
ment, and  dreaming  of  the  future. 

"One  of  the  things  we  were  always  talking 
about  was  the  Bedouins,  who  had  attacked  us 
many  times. 

"The  young  people — and  who  did  not  con- 
sider himself  yoimg  then — organized  an  army 
which  was  to  repulse  the  attacks  of  the  Ara- 
bians. , 

"Pesach  was  near  and  we  were  busy  plant- 
ing vines.  Every  thing  you  see  here,  the  olive 
trees  that  shade  us;  the  almond  trees  with  their 
sweet,  sleepy  smell;  the  vines  that  extend  all 
over  the  hills^verything  was  planted  that 
winter. 

"The  planting  went  on  well.  The  colonists 
were  in  a  joyful  mood,  and  decided  to  cele- 
brate Pesach  as  they  had  never  done  before. 

"It  is  about  the  first  Seder  I  want  to  tell 
you. 

"The  colonists  were  assembled  in  the  kitchen 
around  th<i  long  table.  The  Hagada  had  been 
read,  the  meal  was  begun,  and  wine  flowed 
freely.  The  wine  was  not  our  own.  It  had 
been  sent  by  our  neighbors  of  the  other  colon- 
ies; but  the  thought  that  in  three  or  four  years 


we  too  would  have  our  own  wine,  made  from, 
the  grapes  of  our  own  vineyard,  planted  by  our 
own  hands,  made  us  very  happy. 

"Though  a  child,  I  felt  that  I  ought  to  be 
very  happy,  and  to  be  happy,  I  drank  a  lot  of 
wine,  though  I  did  not  care  for  it  very  much. 
When  my  mother  asked  me  to  go  to  bed,  I 
said:  'No,  mother  Tm  going  to  stay  here.^ 
We  drank  wine  and  sang  until  late  in  the 
night. 

"Suddenly  we  heard  the  sound  of  hoofs^ 
which  came  close  to  the  kitchen,  and  then- 
halted.  The  singing  ceased,  and  one  of  the 
young  men  went  out  to  receive  the  courier. 
He  returned  with  the  watchman  and  cried 
out.  The  Bedouins  are  destroying  our  vine- 
yards.' 

"At  once  consternation  seized  us.  We  who- 
were  full  of  joy,  and  exhilarated  by  the  wine, 
were  seized  with  fear.  But  it  lasted  but  a 
moment.  At  once,  we  prepared  for  the  de- 
fence. The  commander  directed:  The 
women  and  the  children  will  remain  here  with 
Menachem  and  Jehuda  to  guard  and  protect 
them,  and  the  rest  of  us  will  go  out  to  meet 
the  Arabians.' 

"*But  this  is  a  holiday,'  was  the  complaint 
heard. 

"'I  command!  And  do  not  forget  to  take 
weapons  with  you.' 

"Minutes  pased  and  then  the  women  begati' 
to  cry.  Abigail  and  I  cried  with  them.  Tn 
the  vineyard — trach!  bum!  bum!  a  continuous- 
roaring. 

At  once  the  firing  ceased  and  again  there 
was  deep  silence.  Silence  within,  and  silence 
without.    We  could  hear  our  hearts  beat. 

"Then  the  tramping  of  hoofs  was  heard,^ 
nearer,  nearer  .  .  .  now  they  halt,  and 
the  men  enter,  singing  and  laughing;  not  one 
is  missing. 

"The  faces  of  the  women  brighten. 

"'What  has  happened?' 

"'Nothing!  An  attack  by  a  few  Bedouins,, 
but  we  frightened  them  away,  and  have  ca^- 
tured  their  cows  I" 

'"LeChayim!  LeChayim!  Let's  hope  to 
celebrate  the  Seder  next  year  in  the  same 
way!' 

"And  again  we  celebrated. 

"Then  arose  the  old  man  F.  and  said: 
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'*'Rabo^i  hegia  zeman  kriath  Schema 
schel  schachritk,  nelech  leschon.  ("It  is  time 
to  say  th«  morning  prayer,  let  us  go  to  bed.") 

Schlome  had  finished  his  story.  We  were 
quiet  a  few  moments,  shivering  from  excite- 
ment. Not  one  wished  to  disturb  the  sacred 
silence. 

"Those  were  great  and  glorious  days,"  said, 
Amnon,  a  young  man,  the  swiftest  rider  in  the 
colony,  in  an  under  tone.  "I  should  like 
to  found  a  new  colony  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Jordan  among  the  Bedouins,  and  fight  and 
fight  with  them  until  they  are  conquered!" 

The    star-light    becomes    paler    and    paler. 


Far  in  the  East  at  the  edge  of  the  olive  for- 
est, on  the  road  to  Ramleh,  we  see  a  light, 
a  glowing  light,  a  ball  of  fire,  like  boiling 
blood  ...  the  moon  hides  among  the  old 
olive  trees,  bashfully    .    .    . 

Soon  it  will  be  dawn,  and  the  sun  will  rise. 
Around  us,  the  silence.  The  mysterious 
voices  of  the  night  die  away.  Only  now  and 
then,  we  hear  a  plaintive  tone,  like  a  child 
crying.  It  is  the  Jackals — ^the  destroyers  of 
the  vineyard    .    . 

"Rabosai"  says  Abigail,  laughingly,  "Hegia 
seman  kriath  schma  schel  schachrith  .  .  . 
Let  us  go  to  bed !    .    .    ." 


^-^K.A  ^.^BhA  A^Bu^  A^BtaA  A^BtaA 

It  T*  T*  MT  X 
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Booh  Rcvicv^s 


jijijjjijijj'0i00twiiiiityrriTiirrrri'i'rrrrrr'f'f'r''rr'r'r'^'^'^'^"'^r ''77 


Sabbath  School  Guide;  A  Systematic  Work 
for  the  Instruction  of  Judaism,  by  Rabbi 
Simon  Glazer,  author  of  'The  Jews  of 
Iowa,"  etc 
This  is  a  new  contribution  to  our  religious 
school  literature.  It  is  written  from  the  stand- 
point of  rigid  Orthodoxy,  setting  forth  the  es- 
sentials of  Judaism,  its  doctrines,  its  cere- 
monial precepts  and  its  ethical  and  moral 
teachings,  and  is  based  upon  the  Bible  and 
Rabbinical  literature  as  well  as  upon  such 
philosophical  and  ethical  works  as  the  Moreh 
Kebuhin,  the  Kuzri,  Ikkarim,  Hobath  ha 
Lebaboth,  B'hinath  01am,  etc.  The  work 
xronsists  of  22  chapters  giving  the  negative  and 
positive  commandments  which  govern  every 
ceremonial  observance  and  doctrinal  belief. 
The  author  has  sought  to  make  the  work  up- 
to-date  by  considering,  under  the  head  of  su- 
perstition, such  current  superstitious  notions 
as  Mesmerism.  Palmistry.  Hypnotism,  Chris- 
tian Science,  Spiritualism,  etc.  The  book 
treats  also  of  the  subjects  of  Marriage, 
Divorce,  Proselytism  and  Intermarriage. 

Altogether  the  "Sabbath  School  Guide"  is 
an  interesting  little  book,  showing  long  and 
serious  study  and  earnest  research.  What 
will  doubtless  militate  against  a  wide  distribu- 
tion of  the  book  is  the  fact  that  the  English 
is  in  many  parts  faulty.  The  author  labors 
under  the  disadvantage  of  being  a  foreigner, 
who,  though  he  has  acquired  a  considerable 
knowledge  of  the  vernacular,  has  as  yet  not 
mastered  the  idioms  of  the  English  language. 

E.  L.  S. 


SAMUEL  GORDON'S  NOVEL. 

The  Ferry  of  Fate.  By  Samuel  Gordon. 
New  York  New  York.  Duffield  and 
Company.     1907. 

In  this  volume,  Mr.  Gordon  essays  once 
more,  in  a  field  where  he  has  failed  several 
limes,  a  novel  of  some  length.     As  a  writer 


of  short  stories,  Mr.  Gordon  is  fairly  good, 
but  in  "The  Ferry  of  Fate"  he  seldom  risei 
above  the  mediocre.  The  characters  he  por- 
trays are  certainly  not  convincing.  The 
machine-made  plot  overmasters  the  author, 
and,  as  a  result,  the  characters  are  rigid,  and 
without  color.  In  a  novel  of  Jewish  life  in 
Russia,  the  Jewish  question  seldom  obtrudes, 
and  our  interest  is  invited  on  behalf  of  a  con- 
vert, who  is  brought  back  to  self-realization 
by  a  series  of  the  most  melodramatic  inci- 
dents. It  is  a  pity  Mr.  Gordon  does  not  im- 
prove. He  is  a  writer  of  certain  sturdy  merits, 
but  he  abandoned  his  artistic  ideals  when  he 
wrote  The  Ferry  of  Fate,"  hoping,  probably, 
that  its  sensationalism  would  make  it  one  of 
the  "best  sellers,"  which  it  can  never  be. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  FROM  DR. 
STRAUCHER. 

The  Young  Austro-Hungarian  Zionists  of 
New  York  have  received  the  following  letter 
from  Dr.  Straucher,  the  Austrian  deputy,  in 
reply  to  a  letter  informing  him  of  the  fact  that 
his  name  had  been  enrolled  in  the  Golden 
Book: 

Being  in  possession  of  both  the  diploma 
certifying  the  entry  of  my  name  into  the 
"Golden  Book"  of  the  Jewish  National  Fond 
and  of  your  esteemed  letter,  you  will  please, 
in  the  first  place,  accept  my  most  heartfelt 
thanks  for  the  extremely  honoring  distinction 
conferred  upon  me,  which  I  consider  a  most 
ample  acknowledgement  of  my  humble  efforts 
in  the  cause  of  our  downtrodden  Jewish  race. 

The  truly  deep  joy  with  which  the  honor 
conferred  upon  me  has  inspired  in  me  is  more 
than  sufficient  compensation  for  the  multitude 
of  harassments  a  Jewish  politician  is  inevi- 
tably exposed  to. 

I  beg  you  will  rest  assured  that  I  shall  al- 
ways remain  unswervingly  devoted,  according 
to  the  best  of  my  limited  strength,  to  the  wel- 
fare and  the  interests  of  the  Jewish  people 
and  the  aims  of  Zionism. 

You  will  please  receive  once  more,  in  con- 
clusion, the  profoundest  thanks  and  fraternal 
greetings  from  your 

Dr.  Benno  Straucher. 
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The  Zionist  Observer 


As  To  That  MUttoa 


THE  other   day,   Commissioner  Watch- 
horn  attended  a  meeting  of  the  Amer- 
ican   Tract     Society    and     suggested 
that  the  Society  confine  its  operations 
at  Ellis  Island  to  the  eight  hundred 
thousand    Christian    immigrants     who     pass 
through    its    portals    annually,    and    not    be- 
wilder the  two  hundred  thousand  Jewish  im- 
migrants  with   Yiddish  tracts  on  the  merits 
of    Christianity.      The    Society    was    shocked 
at   the   suggestion   of   persecution,    and   then 
decided  to  continue  shooting  its  religious  pa- 
per  pellets    at    the    incoming   Jew.      Plainly, 
the  Society  is  stubborn  and  guilty  of  a  most 
perverse  and  wasteful  kind  of  folly. 

Yet  this  kind  of  foolishness  is  the  product 
of  a  self-conceived  mission  taken  seriously. 
What  nonsense,  says  the  average  type  of 
Jew,  to  attempt  to  convert  a  people  from  ofte 
faith  to  another.  Isn't  the  Jew  as  good  as  a 
Christian,  and  if  he  isn't,  what  better  would 
he  be  by  apostacy? 

That  is  the  burden  of  every  fling  at  the 
conversionists  in  which  the  Jewish  press  in- 
dulges during  the  dull  season.  Yet  Chris- 
tianity sees  it  all  in  a  different  light.  Pales- 
tine could  easily  have  been  purchased  with 
the  money  wasted  during  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury in  attempts  to  teach  the  Jews  the  errors 
of  their  ways.  Arabs,  Mongols,  Chinese  and 
sundry  other  peoples  knew  of  religion 
some  centuries  before  the  western  nations 
first  loomed  upon  the  horizon  of  history.  But 
Christianity  does  not  think  the  money  wasted. 
To  do  these  futile  things  is  part  of  its  mis- 
sion, which  justifies  its  existence,  and  which 
by  a  mixed  mental  process  at  the  same  time 
proves  it  to  be  the  best  and  the  right  re- 
ligion. 

The  indictment  against  Christianity  is  that 
it  preaches  the  beauty  of  humility  and  ag- 
gressively asserts  its  superiority.  Now  we 
Jews    should    recognize    this    position;    it    is 


part  of  the  whirling  waters  that  have  sur- 
rotmded  us  for  centuries  upon  centuries  and 
forced  separation  upon  us.  Some  Jewish 
ministers,  snatching  at  a  sentence  and  ig- 
noring the  whole  life  practice  of  its  follow- 
ers, have  from  time  to  time  so  lauded  the 
Christian  faith  that  the  brotherhood  of  man 
seemed  about  to  evolve  itself  in  their  pulpits. 
To  them  the  Rev.  Mr.  Akcd,  the  American 
Tract  Society  and  mission  schools  are  the 
proper  and  necessary  Christian  snub.  Mr. 
Aked  comes  from  a  country  where  the  church 
says  very  much  what  it  feels  in  very  plain 
English.  His  religion  has  taught  him  that 
everyone  who  docs  not  accept  Christianity 
is  his  spiritual  inferior,  and  as  a  good  man 
he  is  provided  with  a  mission  to  raise  all 
these  inferiors  to  his  own  soul  level.  That 
he  has  since  retracted  something  of  his  first 
utterances  on  the  soul  value  of  non-Christian 
aliens,  does  not  mean  that  he  has  altered 
his  inherited  opinions,  but  that  he  has  begun 
to  fall  in  line  with  our  characteristic  Ameri- 
can habit  of  talking  vaguely  and  am(>iguously 
on  serious  problems  calling  for  definite  at- 
tributes. For,  and  in  this,  lies  the  proof  of 
our  assertions,  the  A.  T.  C.  and  the  mission 
schools  are  positive  evidence  that  Christianity 
believes  and  practises  what  an  Aked  shouts 
from   the  housetops   as  its  belief. 

It  is  not  our  intention  to  belabor  Chris- 
tianity, for,  after  all,  we  only  agree  to  dis- 
agree with  it  in  the  whole  of  its  formula- 
tions as  a  practised  faith.  We  have  only 
sketched  a  certain  situation  in  order  to  fit 
the  boot  on  the  other  foot.  Those  who  are 
most  shocked  at  the  mission  proclamations 
of  Christianity,  bore  us  with  the  Jewish  mis- 
sion. According  to  the  cutting  assertion  of 
Dr.  Felsenthal,  the  Jewish  mission  is  merely 
an  apology  for  God  in  having  dispersed  us 
among  the  nations;  according  to  other  Jews, 
it  is  an  apology  for  our  existence  to-day.    We 
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only  know  of  missions  as  active  and  self- 
assertive,  but  the  Jewish  mission  has  never 
been  active  and  it  only  becomes  an  apology 
because  its  passivity  suggests  that  it  is  some- 
thing that  shall  be,  or  should  be  done  in  the 
future,  remote  or  near. 

Now  let  us  put  that  boot  right  on.  Mr. 
Oswald  John  Simon  did  it  a  few  years  ago 
in  London,  and  the  community  held  its  breath 
until  his  Jewish  church  had  evaporated  into 
the  limbo  of  the  past  Mr.  Simon  was  both 
conscientious  and  consequential.  The  mission 
was  his  alternative  to  Zionism  and  he  tried 
it.  A  Jew  wearing  a  pair  of  Tephillin  in  this 
church  put  an  end  to  the  business.  Why  did 
this  incident  stop  that  Jewish  church?  Be- 
-cause  it  was  overwhelmingly  true  that  so  long 
as  that  church  was  Jewish,  a  pair  of  Tephillin 
could  not  be  out  of  place  there.  That  state- 
ment is  no  doubt  sufficient  to  excite  the  wrath 
of  Rabbi  .Schulman  and  some  of  his  col- 
leagues. In  their  particular  places  of  wor- 
ship a  Tephillin  and  Tallis  wearing  Jew 
would  be  almost  unceremoniously  bundled  out. 
That  the  ritual  is  older  than  Reform,  and  it  is 
distinctively  Jewish,  in  no  way  argues  the 
desirability  of  it.  and  the  moment  a  reform 
temple  cannot  tolerate  the  individual  public 
adherence  to  such  ritual,  the  fault  is  its  own — 
it  is  decidedly  less  Jewish  than  the  ritualistic 
Jew. 

Incidentally  the  mission  boot  has  got  tighter 
round  our  lower  extremity — for  the  moment, 
and  wholly  in  our  imagination,  we  have  a 
mission — to  whom,  for  what,  where,  when 
and  how?  Good  reader,  we  are  as  good  au- 
thority as  a  whole  bench  of  theologians.  The 
mission  cannot  be  found  on  land  or  sea.  You 
are  as  good  as  we.  What  did  you  hear  in 
your  childhood  of  mission  and  how  much 
time  or  money  have  you  spent  on  it?  Not  a 
Bash!  Do  you  remember  the  days  when  peo- 
ple dealt  with  facts  much  more  than  words? 
We  sniggered  at  a  ger  and  a  gerurista.  Bad 
manners,  we  admit,  but  honest  attitude.  The 
burden  of  Judaism  was  great,  the  contempt 
for  Israel  immense,  why  should  anyone  will- 
ingly accept  the  "yellow  badge."  And  take 
history;  what  advances  did  the  Jews  make 
to  the  Judaized  chozars?  The  mission  was 
not  in  our  hearts  or  our  beings.    A  mission  is 


an  avowed  affectation  of  superiority;  a  mis- 
sion is  aggressive,  and  we  Jews  were  hiding 
in  the  cellars  of  the  world.  No,  you  are  not 
aggressive,  no  matter  how  many  words  are 
poured  forth  from  the  pulpit. 

Let's  be  honest,  gentlemen  of  the  Jewish 
mission.  No  sooner  did  you  adopt  that  book 
than  you  began  to  pull  the  Jewish  shoe  strings 
out  of  it.  A  mission  to  the  Jews  comes  along 
at  a  fine  pace  bedizened  with  all  manner  of 
trappings;  new  testament,  baptism,  divine 
authority,  immaculate  concq)tion,  trinitarian- 
ism,  and  what  not.  And  it  is  thoroughly  hon- 
est. The  Roman  Bishop  says,  swallow  our 
mixture  or  be  damned.  The  Protestant  from 
High,  through  Broad,  to  Low  Church,  says 
here  is  our  special  soul  salve;  accept  it  or 
be  damned.  Admirable,  logical  and  honest 
Our  objection  only  is  that  feeling  in  good 
soul  health  we  need  no  soul  tonic 

Behold,  brethren,  the  Jewish  mission! 
Does  it  say  to  anybody  or  anything,  swallow 
Judaism  as  a  soul  cure?  It  does  not  even 
make  a  mouse  squeak  in  the  ears  of  the 
world.  Do  you  recall  the  duel  scene  in  the 
"Pickwick  Papers,"  how  Snodgrass  or  Winkle 
urge  their  friends  not  to  call  in  police  and 
prevent  a  tragedy?  The  principal  partici- 
pants in  the  mission  play  as  farcical  a  part 
in  their  attempts  at  propaganda.  They  only 
speak  in  order  to  drown  other  voices.  Their 
only  real  practice  is  to  tmdress  themselves 
completely  in  order  to  prove  that  there  is 
a  man  inside  of  the  cast-off  garments.  De- 
nuded of  two  thousand  years  of  custom,  his- 
tory, tradition,  imagery,  poetry,  the  whole  color 
of  life,  they  hoarsely  exclaim.  "Behold,  if  the 
world  wants  what  is  left  they  can  have  it;  if 
not,  so  be  it" 

Now — and  we  love  facts — it  is  more  than 
fifty  years  since  Judaism  was  cast  naked  but 
unashamed  upon  the  world  to  be  found  by 
whoever  would  have  it — has  anyone  picked  it 
up?  Has  anyone  taken  the  poor  thing  to  his  or 
her  bosom?  There  are  none  so  poor  to  do  it 
honor."  Do  you  know  history?  In  the  six- 
teenth century  when  Reuchlin  disputed  with 
Pfefferkom,  the  gentiles  sat  at  the  feet  of  the 
Jews  who  taught  them  Hebrew,  Talmud,  etc., 
and  now  even  such  Pauline  Jewish  theologians 
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as  Claude  G.  Montifiore  are  ignored  by  Chris- 
tian theologians.  No,  Christendom  has  not 
taken  emasculated  Judaism  to  its  bosom,  and 
apparently  has  no  intention  of  doing  so.  So, 
instead,  the  preaching  teachers  of  the  mission 
have  had  to  warn  and  cajole  their  inconsequen- 
tial congregations  against  ethical  culture,  uni- 
tarianism  and  Christian  Science 

"Ah,"  says  Rabbi  Shulman,  "you  detest  Re- 
form?" We  do  not  observe  the  existence  of 
your  mission,  and  until  it  comes  within  some- 
body's actual  ken,  until  in  fact  you  and  the 
Hebrew  Union  College  and  the  Rabbinical 
Union,  et  al.,  shall  actually  endeavor  to  put 
your  mission  into  actual  practice  we,  being  of 
a  stiff-necked  generation,  shall  believe  that 
you  are  either  apologizing  for  God  or  your- 
self every  time  you  mount  the  pulpit  to  talk 
at  us  or  about  us.  As  the  ring  master  said 
at  Astley's  Circus,  "Let's  cut  the  cackle  and 
get  at  the  'osses."  There  are  a  thousand  sim- 
ilar human  beings  into  whose  ears  you  should 
drum  your  mission — start  drumming — not  a 
"near"  mission,  mark  you;  that's  as  bad  as 
"near  silk;"  but  a  real  mission.  Maybe  you 
will  do  a  trade  and  if  you  can't,  then  at  least 
make  an  exchange.  A  Yid  wets  wie  su  han- 
deln,  

A  PARTY  ORGAN  IN  YIDDISH. 

The  Yiddish  Press  Fund  Committee,  which 
has  been  in  existence  for  almost  a  year,  has 
issued  another  appeal  to  Zionists,  in  which  it 
says: 

"Many  months  have  passed  since  we  issued 
our  first  call  for  funds  for  a  Yiddish  weekly 
Zionist  organ.  After  the  first  appeal  another 
was  made  in  the  Pinkus.  We  regret  to  re- 
port that  these  appeals  have  not  been  met  by 
a  large  number  of  Zionist  societies,  and  that 
those  that  have  responded  have,  with  a  few 
exceptions,  sent  in  small  sums. 

"Every  one  concedes  the  importance  and 
the  need  of  a  party  organ.  Before  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee  of  the  Federation  took 
steps  in  this  direction,  sharp  criticisms  were 


made  and  strong  demands  were  made  for  a 
Yiddish  weekly  by  a  number  of  societies. 
Now,  when  the  appeals  have  been  made,  and 
every  earnest  society  and  every  conscious 
Zionist  should  have  rushed  forward  with  his 
contribution,  it  appears  that  every  one  seeks 
to  be  the  last  to  contribute. 

*Tn  defense  we  have  heard  it  said  that  the 
failure  of  several  Zionist  papers  has  made  it 
so,  that  very  few  have  faith  in  the  possibility 
of  latmching  a  good,  permanent  party  organ. 
On  this  point  we  have  already  answered  that 
those  papers  were  never  recognized  by  the 
organization  as  party  organs;  that  the  experi- 
ence gained  in  the  conduct  of  those  papers 
teaches  us  the  necessity  of  collecting  a  fund 
sufficient  to  ensure  the  existence  of  the  or- 
gan and  to  make  it  a  first-class  periodical; 
and  that  the  sacrifices  brought  in  behalf  of 
the  Zionist  papers  alluded  to,  were  not  so 
heavy  as  to  enable  us  to  excuse  ourselves 
from  doing  our  duty  for  the  present  fund. 

"Zionists!  We  are  on  the  eve  of  another 
annual  convention.  Upon  every  active  Zion- 
ist lies  the  duty  of  indicating  to  the  conven- 
tion, not  by  words,  but  by  deeds,  that  the 
Yiddish  reading  Zionists  want  a  Yiddish  or- 
gan. Let  us  be  in  a  position  to  report  that 
we  have  collected  at  least  the  first  Two  Thou- 
and  dollars! 

"The  New  York  Council,  with  the  help  of 
the  Haiichiyah  society,  has  recently,  decided 
to  work  in  earnest.  It  hopes  to  place  to  the 
credit  of  the  fund  before  the  next  convention 
this  year,  at  least  one  dollar  for  each  and  every 
organized  Zionist  in  Greater  New  York.  We 
appeal  to  the  societies  to  follow  this  worthy 
example.  Collect  as  much  money  as  you  can 
for  the  Yiddish  Press  Fund,  and  before  the 
convention  takes  place." 

The  appeal  is  signed  for  the  Yiddish  Press 
Fund  Committee  by  S.  Abel,  chairman;  M. 
M.  Brodsky,  secretary;  I.  Maltin,  A.  Cohen 
and  I.  Landsberg.  All  contributions  should 
be  sent  to  the  Federation  office  for  the  Yid- 
dish Press  Fund. 
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Palestine:  The  Future  Hebrew^  State 


Bj  Bernard  A.  H«MiibUtt 


\A  prise  oration  in  a  contest  held  at  Columbia   University. 1 


MNY  are  those  who  claim  to  be  heirs  of 
the  Sultan  of  Turkey,  "the  sick  man 
of  Europe" ;  but  with  respect  to  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  the  Sultan's  domain,  Palestine, 
there  is  one  heir  apparent  who  is  pressing  his 
claims  steadily,  and  yet  so  slowly  that  the 
world  has  hardly  noticed  it.  And  this  claimant 
has  some  semblance  of  right— he  says  that  the 
estate  which  he  demands  is  the  land  of  his 
forefathers,  the  ground  made  fertile  by  the 
blood  of  his  ancestors  and  consecrated  by  the 
graves  of  his  Patriarchs.  This  claimant  is  the 
Jew.  Thousands  of  Russian  Jews,  nourishing 
in  their  breasts  their  love  for  the  "Holy  Land" 
and  forced  by  economic  pressure  and  inhuman 
persecutions  to  migrate  from  their  Fatherland, 
have  turned  to  their  Motherland— Palestine. 
And  when  I  tell  you  that  these  settlers,  these 
immigrants,  coming  year  after  year,  are  des- 
tined to  realize  the  old  dream  of  an  old  people, 
that  eventually  the  prophecy  of  re-establish- 
ment of  the  Hebrew  state  shall  be  fulfilled,  it 
may  seem  to  some  the  sentimentalism  of  vis- 
ionaries, whose  dreams  are  founded  on  happy 
fancies  rather  than  hard  facts.  Let  us  examine 
these  facts: 

For  the  establishment  of  a  state  there  are  two 
prerequisites:  (1)  A  land  capable  of  sustaining 
and  developing  a  nation ;  and  (2)  a  people  both 
willing  and  able  to  erect  a  state.  Palestine  ful- 
fills admirably  the  first  condition.  A  few  years 
ago,  a  commission  of  German  engineers  and, 
more  recently  still.  Col.  C.  E.  Conder,  the  well- 
known  English  engineer,  after  a  thorough  sur- 
vey of  the  country,  have  proclaimed  that  Pales- 
tine has  lost  nothing  of  its  ancient  fertility  and 
that  an  energetic  people  could  speedily  trans- 
form all  its  latent  resources  into  actual  wealth. 
Furthermore,  Palestine  has  a  geographical 
position  of  inestimable  value.  The  Mediterran- 
ean Sea  washes  its  shores;  Italy,  the  Balkan 


States,  Southern  Russia  and  Northern  Africa 
arc  not  far  distant ;  while  in  its  rear  lies  all  the 
wealth  of  China  and  India.  Palestine  is  the 
connecting  link  between  three  continents;  the 
jtmction  of  the  East  and  the  West;  the  meet- 
ing point  of  two  diverse  civilizations.  A  peo- 
ple possessing  great  commercial  ability  would 
make  Palestine  the  industrial  exchange  be- 
tween the  Occident  and  the  Orient. 

Historians  tell  us  that  three  thousand  years 
ago,  in  the  reign  of  King  Solomon,  when  rail- 
roads and  scientific  agriculture  were  unknown, 
when  all  the  complex  factors  of  modem  econ- 
omic life  were  unthought  of,  this  small  terri- 
tory (with  an  area  of  only  11,000  square  miles) 
supported  over  three  million  people.  To-day  it 
has  a  population  of  only  seven  hundred  thou- 
sand, and  the  land  that  once  flowed  with  milk 
and  honey  lies  undeveloped  by  economic  life 
and  barren  of  the  fruits  of  civilization.  It  is 
the  misrule  of  centuries  that  has  wrought  this 
change.  The  state  of  Massachusetts,  with  its 
severe  climate  and  unfruitful  soil,  although 
considerably  smaller  than  Palestine  sustains  a 
population  of  over  three  million.  What  has 
made  the  Bay  State  one  of  the  brightest  stars 
in  the  American  Union?  There  is  but  one 
answer:  The  people  of  Massachusetts;  the 
Puritan  character ;  the  Anglo-Saxon  blood ;  the 
sterling  qualities  of  English  manhood.  Even 
so,  Palestine  lacks  only  a  modem  government 
and,  an  industrial  people,  capable  of  utilizing 
the  results  of  the  modern  economic  system,  to 
make  it  again  the  home  of  a  great  nation. 

But  is  the  Jew  capable  of  erecting  a  state? 
The  nation  that  has  succeeded  so  gloriously  in 
the  days  of  old,  can  succeed  to-day.  The  Jew 
is  old  in  years  but  young  in  vitality.  Iron  be- 
comes stronger  as  it  passes  through  fire,  and 
the  fires  of  persecution  have  tended  only  to 
strengthen  the  Jew,  to  develop  the  power  that 
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is  the  heritage  of  his  race. 

The  English  Puritan  fled  from  persecution 
and  laid  the  foundation  of  our  Repubh'c.  The 
Russian  Jew  is  the  Jewish  Puritan.  He,  too, 
escaping  from  intolerable  conditions,  is  des- 
tined to  build  a  great  state.  Do  not  be  preju- 
diced because  of  his  bent  figure,  his  awkward 
manners,  his  ungainly  appearance.  These  are 
merely  externals,  the  scars  of  persecution  and 
centuries  of  Ghetto  life — these  are  the  sad  re- 
minders of  the  crimes  of  which  Europe  stands 
convicted.  Look  rather  for  the  spirit  of  the 
Russian  Jew— his  love  of  learning,  his  instinct 
for  justice,  his  heroic  self-sacrifice.  Do  you 
seek  proof  of  the  ability  of  the  Jew  in  erect- 
ing a  state?  Look  about  you,  and  you  will  find 
the  Russian  Jew  in  our  colleges  and  our  uni- 
versities, in  our  industrial  system  and  our  po- 
litical life.  The  Russian  bureaucracy  has  pro- 
claimed that  the  massacre  of  the  Jews  was  the 
penalty  inflicted  for  the  leading  part  they  have 
,take|i  in  the  Russian  Revolution.  Oh!  noble 
patripts  in  the  cause  of  Freedom!  Russia  has 
rewarded  you  with  the  crown  of  martyrdom. 

The  future  of  Palestine  depends  on  the  reali- 
zation of  the  old  Hebrew  national  dream. 
Since  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  there  has 
been  in  the  heart  of  the  Jew  an 
undefinable  longing  for  the  land  of  his 
forefathers.  This  yearning  is  co-existent  with 
the  Jew  and  seems  to  have  become  part  of  his 
being.  It  manifests  itself  in  different  ways 
under  different  conditions.  In  the  dark  ages 
of  Ghetto  life  this  yearning  for  the  land  of 
Israel  expressed  itself  in  prayers  to  the  Eter- 
nal; but  with  the  advent  of  the  new  age  and 
the  modem  spirit  of  nationality  and  individual 
liberty,  this  old  yearning  has  brought  forth 
among  the  Jews  a  great  movement— Zionism, 
which  aims  to  establish,  in  Palestine,  a  Hebrew 
state.  A  few  years  ago,  during  the  war  in  the 
Philippines,  a  number  of  American  soldiers, 
belonging  to  the  Jewish  race,  organized  them- 
selves into  a  Zionist  society  for  the  purpose  of 
helping  in  the  restoration  of  the  Hebrew  state. 
More  than  eighteen  hundred  years  after  the  de- 
struction of  Jerusalem,  thousands  of  miles  from 
the  "Holy  Land,"  while  fighting  loyally  for  the 
Stars  and  Stripes,  these  soldiers  had  not  for- 
gotten the  dream  of  centuries.  What  a  proof 
of  the  intensity  of  this  yearning!     It  survives 


through  all  time,  it  takes  no  cognizance  of 
distance,  and  it  touches  even  the  hardened 
heart  of  the  soldier  as  he  fulfills  his  danger- 
ous duties. 

But  noble  ideals  and  beautiful  theories  kfe 
in  themselves  incapable  of  constructing  a  state.. 
As  gunpowder,  stored  up  for  future  use,  is  in- 
active. Economic  pressure  is  to -a  theory  what 
a  lighted  match  is  to  gunpowder.  A  beauti- 
ful dream  that  may  satisfy  the  visionaries  of  a 
nation  for  centuries  takes  practical  shape, 
springs  into  life,  by  the  force  of  hunger,  perse- 
cution, and  suffering.  Adversity  is  the  mother 
of  heroes;  and  suffering  and  privation  are  the 
schools  where  such  heroes  learn  their  first  les- 
sons. And  so  this  beautiful  theory  of  Jewish 
Nationality — the  ever  present  hope  and  ideals— 
affected  only  the  dreamers  of  the  Ghetto  tmtil 
this  gvmpowder  was  touched  by  the  sparks  that 
sprang  from  the  massacres  of  Kishineff,  Odes- 
sa and  Bialystock.  Then  the  old  spirit — the  spirit 
of  achievement— the  spirit  of  Ancient  Isria'el 
awoke.  The  dream  of  eighteen  centuries  began 
to  take  shape  as  a  living  movement  Five  thou- 
sand Jews  landed  in  Palestine  within  the  laist 
year.  While  thirty  years  ago  the  "Holy  Land" 
contained  by  few  Jews,  to-day  they  hum- 
ber  one  hundred  thousand  or  about  one-seventh 
of  the  entire  population.  There  are  seven 
thousand  sturdy  Jews  in  the  agricultural  col- 
onies— the  Jamestown  and  the  Plymouth  of  the 
future  Hebrew  state.  If  I  could  only  take  you 
with  me  to  the  "Holy  Land,"  I  would  show  you 
some  of  the  poor,  innocent  orphans,  whose 
parents  were  murdered  at  KishineflF,  how  they 
are  now  plowing  the  soil  which  their  fore- 
fathers tilled ;  and  then  you  too  would  exclaim : 
The  Jew  is  an  indestructible  plant — ^the  marvel 
of  the  centuries;  when  uprooted  from  one  soil 
he  sinks  deep  into  another,  and  then  sends  forth 
his  branches  with  fruits  more  luxuriant  than 
before.  With  the  wonderful  adaptability  pecu- 
liar to  his  race,  the  Jew  is  now  working  with 
might  and  main  to  cast  off  from  Palestine  the 
mantle  of  Oriental  stagnation — he  is  trans- 
forming her  into  a  modern  country  with 
schools  and  colleges,  with  factories  and  rail- 
roads. Reports  from  the  East  indicate  that 
the  tendency  is  towards  the  concentration  in 
Palestine  of  a  large  Jewish  population.  And 
when  once  the  land  of  Israel  becomes  the  Jew- 
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ish  land  by  occupation,  then  the  Hebrew  state 
— whether  it  will  arise  through  the  conquests 
of  war  or  the  compacts  of  peace,  through  the 
intervention  of  the  great  powers  for  the  pur- 
pose of  erecting  a  buflFer  state  between  the  East 
and  the  West,  or  in  defiance  of  the  will  of  Em- 
perors and  Kings — the  Hebrew  state,  I  say,  is 
inevitable. 

And  this  state  must  express  the  Jewish 
spirit  Morality  is  the  keynote  of  the  Hebraic 
^aracter ;  and  history  shows  that  this  national 
genius  of  the  Jew  can  be  evolved  only  on  his 
own  soil — Palestine.  The  monumental  work  of 
the  Hebrew  has  been  accomplished  only  in  the 
"Holy  Land."  The  Land  of  Israel  and  the 
Children  of  Israel  seem  to  be  the  only  elements 
of  a  wonderful  compound.  The  first  Hebrew 
state  gave  to  the  world  the  concept  of  Mono- 
theism and  the  fundamental  principles  of  mor- 
ality, embellished  by  the  thoughts  of  Prophets 
and  the  rhetoric  of  poets.  From  the  second 
Hebrew  state,  the  state  built  by  the  heroism 
of  the  Maccabees,  the  world  received  additional 
proof  of  the  Hebraic  genius.  But  during  the 
last  eighteen  centuries,  since  he  has  befen 
severed  from  his  soil,  the  Jew  has  produced 
•  nothing  of  world-wide  significance.    His  spirit- 


ual growth  has  been  cttitailod;  he  is  denied  the 
full  expression  of  his  genius.  And  the  land 
of  Israel  seems  to  be  linked  in  a  common  des- 
tiny with  the  children  of  Israel.  Ever  since  the 
expulsion  of  the  Jews,  Palestine  has  been  the 
land  of  sorrows  and  miseries — as  a  mother  be- 
reft of  her  childrea  Restore  to  her,  her  sons 
and  daughters,  and  you  will  behold  her  once 
more  full  of  love,  beauty,  and  happiness. 

Will  the  Jews  succeed  in  re-establishing  such 
a  state?  It  is  the  law  of  evolution  that,  in  the 
long  run,  the  most  fit  survive,  and  nationality  is 
the  supreme  test  of  a  people's  fitness.  If  the 
Jew  deserves  to  succeed,  if  he  has  a  national 
worth,  a  national  character  arid  culture,  he  will, 
he  must  succeed.  And  if  we  believe  that  the 
Jew  has  manifested  his  national  worth,  his  fit- 
ness to  survive  through  twenty  centuries  of 
martyrdom,  we  must  surely  conclude  that  he 
cannot  fail.  Decade  after  decade  may  pass 
and  this  dream  remain  yet  unrealized;  nations 
may  struggle  for  the  land  of  the  Hebrew,  as 
hitherto  they  have  done;  but  the  people  that 
has  waited  two  thousand  years  for  the  con- 
summation of  its  hope  can  wait  a  little  longer. 
The  statute  of  limitations  does  not  rvm  against  ' 
an  eternal  people. 
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The  Critics  of  Zionism 


By  ?.  SkabotlBslly 


{Continued  from  last  month.) 
II. 

THE  second  critic,  Uzakoff,  pretends  not 
to  see  any  diflFerence  between  the  na- 
tionalism of  an  oppressed  people,  de- 
fending its  independence,  and  the  nationalism 
of  a  people  which  oppresses  and  imposes  upon 
others  its  physiognomy — between  self-defense 
and  violence.  He  remarks  that  nationalism, 
including  Zionism,  is  contrary  and  inimical  to 
the  ideals  of  honor  and  consicence,  the  princi- 
ples of*  solidarity  and  fraternity.  Having  ob- 
served the  abuses  of  nationalism,  UzakoJSF  cannot 
understand  that  ennobling  impulse  of  national 
self-preservation,  which  is  so  important  and 
useful.  Our  aim  is  to  secure  the  same  rights 
which  other  people  enjoy,  not  for  the  sake 
of  carrying  on  plundering  wars,  but  to  live 
a  Quiet  life  according  to  our  own  national 
ideals,  in  peace  and  friendly  collaboration  with 
other  nations.  We  assert  with  a  stronger  per- 
sistency that  the  preservation  of  nationalities 
in  the  interest  of  humanity,  is  an  important 
problem;  no  sacrifice  should  be  regretted  for 
its   realization. 

III. 
Isgoeff  coincides  with  the  opinion  of  Uza- 
koff but  he  differs  in  method.  While  Uzakoff 
invites  us  to  renounce  nationalism  and  be- 
come cosmopolitans  and  internationalists,  Is- 
goeff, without  any  explanation,  reconunends  to 
us  (in  Russia)  Russification.  To  Isegoeff  it  is 
immaterial  whether  the  French  become  German 
or  the  German  become  French,  only  that  there 
should  be  at  least  one  nationality  less,  and 
thus  in  the  end  we  will  become  cosmopolitans 
without  national  distinctions.  Such  are  the 
views  held  in  common  by  Kautsky,  Uzakoff 
and  Isgoeff.  As  I  have  proven,  there  is  no 
hope  for  a  future  disappearance  of  national 
differences,  there  is  nO  scientific  nor  moral 
basis  for  it  What  is  most  striking,  even  on 
first  appearance,  is  the  dissension  of  the  critics 


themselves  on  notions  of  ethnology,  course 
of  historical  process,  and  ideal  interests  of 
humanity. 

In  the  article  of  Isgoeff,  besides  the  appeal 
for    cosmopolitanism,    there    are    particulars 
which  cannot  be  left  unanswered.    Approving 
of  territorialism,  tolerating  it  on  account  of  its 
harmlessness,  he  irrevocably  condemns  Pales- 
tinian Zionism,  Cultural  Zionism.    Zfonism  as 
a  romantic  vision  of  regeneration  of  the  an- 
cient  Jewish    culture,    is    a    reactionary   and 
dangerous  Utopia.    First  of  all,  we  must  point 
out  a  great  inaccuracy;  we  do  not  have  in 
view  the  ancient  Jewish  Culture,  but  simply 
the  Jewish,  for  we  believe  that  in  the  spiritual 
creative  genius  of  the  Jews,  from  the  prophets 
to  our  da3rs,  appeared  one  and  the  same  fun- 
damental ideal,  of  course  changing  the  form 
and    point   of   application   in   correspondence 
with  the  need  of  place  and  time ;  consequently, 
we  desire  not  the  restoration  of  ancient  Jew- 
ish culture,  but  a  broad  development  of  Neo- 
Jewish,  which  is  in  close  successive  continuity 
with  the  old,  older  and  ancient.     To  cure  a 
sick  adult  man  does  not  mean  at  all  to  resur- 
rect the  infant  which  that  man  was  in  the  days 
of  his  infancy.    This  severe  reference  to  the 
Jewish   culture  is   evoked   not  because  it  is 
ancient,  but  because  in  this  culture,  as  such, 
Isgoeff  finds  no  positive  values.     There  are 
reasons  to  believe  that  Isgoeff  holds  the  same 
views   as   Kautsky.     Deep   and   bold   Jewish 
thinkers,  he  says,  always  accept  the  views  of 
their  time.    This  was  possible  only  when  they 
tore  themselves  away  from  the  traditions  of 
Judaism    and    put   themselves    on    the    level 
with  the  European  cultural  development     If 
Isgoeff  would  not  consider  the  traditions  of 
Judaism  inconsistent  with  advanced  views,  he 
would  not  call  the  idea  of  a  resurrection  of 
Jewish   culture  a  reactionary  and  pernicious 
Utopia.    What  do  Isgoeff  and  Kautsky  tmder- 
stand  by  Jewish  traditions  and  culture?    Kaut- 
sky does  not  explain  himself,  but  Isgoeff  an- 
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swers  this  question  in  an  indirect  way. 

Assimilation,  he  writes,  consists  of  two  acts, 
negative  and  positive,  one  a  renouncing  sur- 
render of  individualizing  traits,  the  other  an 
acceptance  of  that,  with  which  one  assimilates. 
From  what  concerns  the  first,  the  negative  ac^ 
it  is  evident  that  the  whole  course  of  history 
severely  and  inexorably  destroys  the  Jewish  in- 
dividuality. The  Jews  drawn  into  the  whirl- 
pool of  modem  life,  lose  their  specific  garb, 
their  traits,  and  little  by  little  forsake  the 
laws  of  ritualistic  cleanliness,  entirely  re- 
nounce them,  and  even  abandon  the  Sabbath. 

All  this  only  demonstrates  a  lack  of  famili- 
arity with  the  question  in  the  writer.  It  is 
not  a  proof  yet,  that  the  Jewish  intellectual, 
having  exchanged  the  skull  cap  for  a  hat, 
stuffed  fish  for  caviar,  and  even  the  Sabbath, 
out  of  necessity,  for  Sunday,  has  become  a 
cosmopolitan.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  this  in- 
tellectual and  not  the  orthodox  Jew  that  makes 
the  quality  of  the  main  kernel  of  the  Jewish 
nationalism.  For  instance,  whoever  is  ac- 
quainted with  the  personality  and  teachings 
of  Achad  Haam.  knows  that  Achad  Haam,  af- 
ter discarding  talmudic  observances  and  even 
religious  4)elief  did  not  cease  to  consider  him- 
self »  Jew.  It  is  absurd  to  prove  to  the 
reader,  that  there  is  in  Judaism  something  be- 
sides the  code  of  Kashrus;  but  whose  fault  is  it 
that  it  becomes  necessary  to  insist  oti  such 
abecedenarian  truths.  IsgoefF  and  Kautsky» 
before  expressing  their  views,  should  have 
made  a.  study  of  what  constitutes  the  Jewish 
culture  ^nd  Jewish  traditions.  It  is  needless 
to  point  out  what  was  written  about  Jew- 
ish culture  and  traditions  by  men  of  our 
own  race,  such  as  Lazarus,  Darmstadter,  or  by 
the  favorably  inclined  towards  us  Renan, 
Henry  George,  but  for  the  sake  of  contrast 
we  can  refer  to  ^  recently  published  book, 
the  author  of  which,  though  observing  a  cor- 
rect, tone,  not  in  the  least  hides  his  antipathy 
to  the  Jews  and  Jewish  ideals.  In  this  book, 
**Esprit  Juive,"  the  author^  M.  Muree,  indicates 
some  fundamental  motives  in  the  teachings  of 
tJ*e  prophets,  and  endeavors  to.  prove  that  these 
motives  through  many  centuries  manifest  them- 
sckes  rin  the  writing  of  Spih©4a,  Heine,  Bran- 
das^;  JNordau,  in:  the?  teachings  of  Marx  and 
in?  the  activity  of  Disradi. 


These  motives,  in  Muree's  opinion,  are: 
the  rebellious  hatred  of  every  dogma,  a  hatred 
which  compels  the  Jewa^  to  submit  to  a  de- 
molishing criticism  of  ever3rthing  hallowed  by 
tradition — the  ideal  of  universal  brotherhood 
(the  ideal  of  cosmopolitanism  of  the  prophets, 
as_Muree  expresses  himself),  the  ideal,  in  the 
name  of  which  all  the  Jews  appear  as  the  prin- 
cipal opponents  of  war  and  so  on,  and  finally 
the  aspiration  to  establish  the  kingdom  of  God 
on  earth  in  contradistinction  to  the  Aryan' 
ideal  of  God's  kingdom  beyond  the  grave,  i^i- 
pels  the  Jews  to  brin^  about  social  reforma- 
tions. All  these  motives  are  highly  unsynf- 
pathetic  to  the  author,  who,  with  great  vexa- 
tion, remarks  that  these  ideas  have  gained 
great  popularity  even  among  the  Aryan  masses, 

The  Seventh  and  the  Jubilee  years,  the  prin- 
ciples of  Sabbath  rest,  the  social  teachings  of 
A^os,  the  ideals  of  Isaiah,  of  the  peace  of  na- 
tions, finally  the  very  cult  of  the  Book,  thanks 
to  which  until  recently,  there  was  not  in  Lith- 
uania an  illiterate  Jew  at  a  time  when  in  West- 
em  Europe  the  masses  could  not  read  in  any^ 
langiiay»  such  apparently  are  our  traditions. 
The  cntics  tell  us,  that  not  only  Jews  but  all 
advanced  people  are  now  defending  the  lot 
of  the  poor  and  spreading  knowledge.  To  this 
we  can  say,  that  the  immemorial  traditions  pi 
the  Jewish  race  in  any  event  are  neither  in- 
jurious nor  inimical  to  universal  progress.  But 
our  critics  insist  that  before  adapting  -  anjr 
of  the  advanced  views,  we  must  renounce, 
the  Jewish  traditions,  because  the  Jewish  tra- 
ditions are  expressed  in  wearing  of  a  breast- 
piece. 

Such  declarationa  are  but  the  result  of  ig« 
norance.  Such  a  glaring  phenomenon  pre- 
sents itself  to  our  eyes;  a  struggle  for  twenty 
centuries  by  a  small  race  without  a  country 
for  its  national  individuality,  a  struggle  .in 
which  all  the  advantages  that  can  be  thought 
of  are  undisputably  on  the  side  of  s^ession, 
and  yet  no  secession  took  place.  Kautsky  and 
IsgoetF  as  materialistic  historians  should  ad- 
mit this  surprisingly  lasting  historical  fact.  Evi- 
dently here  works  some  powerful  factor  in 
the  self-preservation  of  a  group ;  and  sudi  af 
factor  one  cannot  avoid  dealing  with ;  but  our 
critics  prefer  to  ignore  a  phenomenon  which  is 
inadmissible  to  ignore,  or  they  consider  that 
tlie  two  thousand  year  torturous  martyrdom 
did  not  have  back  of  it  some  great  imperative, 
but  that  it  was  the  result  of  misconception- 
human  folly;  now,  the  people  have  become 
wiser  and  have  learned  that  there  is  nothing 
to  fight  for.  This  is  very  characteristic  of  the 
critics. 


[Mr.  Shabotinsky  concludes  his  review  with 
a  survey  of  the  criticism  of  Bickerman.  The 
articles  concludes  next  month.  1 
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Atnong  the  ^^  Mission  Jews 


P^K    yOf/i?   MONEY— TAKE    YOUR 
CHOICE. 

Alternating  Saturdays  and  Sundays,  mem- 
bers of  Temple  Emanu-El  have  the  choice  of 
two  kinds  of  Judaism.  Variety  is  the  spice 
of  life.  One  Saturday  they  may  hear  Dr.  Sil- 
verman preach  Jewish  Mission;  the  next,  Dr. 
Magnes  on  Zionism.  One  Sunday  they  may 
hear  Dr.  Silverman  survey  the  philosophy  of 
the  Higher  Criticism,  from  A  to  Z;  the  next, 
Dr.  Magnes  on  some  phase  of  Jewish  revival. 
Dr.  Magnes  denounces  the  Hebrew  Union  Col- 
lege for  forcing  the  resignation  of  three  Zion- 
ist professors;  Dr.  Silverman  apologizes  for  it. 
There  is  nothing  like  liberalism.  This  is  one 
instance  where  a  house  divided  against  itself 
actually  becomes  stronger  by  the  division. 


ACTION  DEFERRED. 
The  minutes  of  the  American  Jewish  Com- 
mittee have  been  sent  out  to  the  press.  The 
Hilsner  affair  has  petered  out,  and  now  rests 
in  the  profound  recesses  of  the  legal  mind  of 
the  Committee.  Committees,  composed  of 
Messrs.  A,  B,  C,  of  B,  C.  A,  of  C,  A,  B,  and 
variants  of  this  classification,  have  reported, 
and  their  reports  advising,  suggesting,  recom- 
mending and  concluding  to  defer  action,  have 
been  acted  upon.  Interesting  above  all  was 
the  election  of  new  members,  which  raises  the 
question:  When  does  the  Committee  intend 
to  initiate  its  plan  for  direct  representation; 
when  will  the  Committee  become  democratic?  - 


ANECDOTAGE. 
In  order  to  bolster  up  its  reputation,  the 
Jewish  World,  of  London,  gives  its  readers 
an  interesting  series  of  paragraphs  by  Lucien 
Wolf,  the  journalistic  left  arm  of  the  terri- 
torialist    movement.     The    series    is    entitled, 


*Tn  My  Anecdotage."  The  title  suggests  an 
appropriate  characterization .  of  English  Jewry. 
What  interests  the  great  bulk  of  Eng- 
lish Jewry  is  the  sentimental  allusion  to 
what  has  passed  away,  and  a  perverse  refusal 
to  consider  immediate  questions.  The  Jewish 
World  has  found  that  its  readers  do  not  like 
its  polemics,  its  sensations,  but  prefers  the 
slow,  reminiscent  doddering  of  the  good  old 
days,  when  England  was  interested  in  every 
thing  foreign  and  everything  domestic  on  con- 
dition that  its  own  peace  of  mind  was  not  dis- 
turbed. 


THEY  WILL  NOT  PLAY. 

The  astute  members  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee of  the  Benai  Berith  have  shook  their 
fists  behind  the  back  of  the  American  Jewish 
Committee,  and  from  the  backwoods  of  Chi- 
cago has  come  a  muffled  threat  that  all  lo3ral 
Sons  of  the  Covenant  will  retire  from  the 
Committee.  In  other  words,  each  man  to  his 
own  backyard!  The  three  Princes  in  Israel, 
to  whom  playful  reference  was  made  last 
month,  will  hereafter  not  play  with  the  Jewish 
question  together;  each  will  do  his  best  alone. 


A  HIT  BELOW  THE  BELT. 

A  Jewish  religious  weekly  calls  upon  the 
New  York  Jewish  Protectory  managers  to 
keep  the  institution  Jewish.  The  appeal  had 
better  be  made  to  the  protectors  that  they 
become  more  Jewish;  with  Jewish  directors, 
there  can  be  no  fear  of  the  institution  becom- 
ing a  duplicate  of  the  Educational  Alliance, 
where  the  American  spirit  is  so  rampant,  at  the 
expense  of  Jewish  instruction.  A  Jewish  Pro- 
tectory must  be  Jewish;  an  educational  Alli- 
ance may  pose  as  a  nonsectarian  institution. 
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THE  ETHICS  OF  THE  H.  U.  C.  CON- 
TROVERSY. 

The  ethical  side  of  the  dealings  of  the  He- 
brew Union  College,  with  its  Zionist  profes- 
sors and  students  has  not  been  touched  upon.  It 
seems  to  have  been  granted  that  theology  and 
ethics  have  nothing  in  common.  Even  the 
theological  opponents  of  the  H.  U.  C.  have 
judiciously  refrained  from  commenting  on  the 
moral  right  of  the  College  to  insist  on  the  in- 
compatibility of  Zionism  and  Reform  Juda- 
ism after  its  students  had  entered  the  insti- 
tution with  an  implied  agreement  that  there 
was  nothing  in  Jewish  theology— not  even  in 
that  tenuous  variety  known  as  reform  Juda- 
ism—at variance  with  Zionism. 

A  theological  seminary  usually  offers  its 
students  a  creed  and  a  curriculum;  its  dogmas 
are  clearly  stated.  If  the  student  approves  of 
the  creed  and  of  the  curriculum,  he  matricu- 
lates. If  he  had  known  that  the  advent  of  a 
president  meant  the  adoption  of  a  new  dogma, 
without  a  synodial  agreement,  and  in  contra- 
diction to  that  particular  theology  as  he  had 
understood  it,  he  would  have  thought  twice 
before  entering.  , 

Only  with  the  coming  of  Dr.  K.  Kohler 
were  students  made  aware  of  the  claim  that 
Reform  Judaism  was  irrevocably  opposed  to 
Zionism.  This  novel  view  was  presented  to 
the  students  not  without  lack  of  scholarly 
decorum,  not  without  weaknesse's  of  temper, 
by  the  gentleman  who,  as  the  present  head  of 
the  College,  has  now  gone  to  Chicago  to  fulmi- 
nate his  imprecations  against  Zionism,  and  thus 
officially  to  excommunicate  the  national  move- 
ment. 

Theretofore,  and  under  the  guidance  of  Dr. 
I.  M.  Wise — whom  Dr.  Kohler  and  his  sainted 
brother-in-law  fought  tooth  and  nail  while  he 
was  alive — the  rabbinical  student  believed  he 
was  free  to  consider  Zionism  on  its  merits  as 


one  of  the  phases  of  Jewish  development.  He 
may  have  taken  his  inspiration  from  recognized 
reform  rabbis,  who  were  not  backward  in  an- 
nouncing their  Zionistic  affiliations.  They  may 
have  arrived  at  the  conclusion,  that  any  thing 
that  strengthened  Jewish  consciousness, 
brought  the  Jews  closer  together,  faised  their 
pride,  and  cleared  their  future  for  them,  was 
welcome  to  reform  Judiaisnu 

With  these  thoughts,  he  may  have  entered 
the  Hebrew  Union  College,  with  mature  de- 
liberation, and  dedicated  himself  to  the  pro- 
fessional career  of  a  rabbi  to  the  exclusion  of 
all  other  pursuits.  Then  Dr.  Kohler  took  the 
helm  at  the  College  and  he  was  made  to  dis- 
cover his  error.  The  tolerance  of  Dr,  Wise 
was  followed  by  a  tempestuous,  "Kohleric," 
bigoted  administration,  lacking  dignity,  lack- 
ing discipline,  and  lacking  all  those  character- 
istics one  associates  with  a  theological  semin- 
(try.     Finally,   after   a   period   of   malevolent 

J  persecution  and  most  un-Jewish  bigotry,  three 
professors  were  deposed  as  members  of  the 
faculty,  and  Zionism  was  officially  anathema 
in  the  College.     The   Central   Conference  of 

'i  American  Rabbis  had  not  acted,  the  Union 
of  American  Hebrew  Congregations  had  not 
acted,  but  Dr.  Kohler,  backed  by  gentlemen 
who,  obviously,  are  not  authorities  in  matters 
of  theology,  alone  took  the  responsibility  of 
this  rash  act. 

The  Zionist  student  at  the  Hebrew  Union 
College  has  been  wronged  by  his  alma  mater. 
He  has  been  deceived  by  his  teachers.  He 
has  been  enveigled  into  a  theological  seminary 
which  had  not  disclosed  its  creed,  and  which 
now  cruelly  flaunts  a  sophistical,  intemperate 
interpretation  of  Jewish  life  as  the  creed 
which  he  is  supposed  to  have  endorsed.  He 
cannot  enter  an  orthodox  seminary,  because 
he  is  not  orthodox  in  his  views;  he  cannot  re- 
main in  the  reform  seminary,  because  it  has 
eliminated  Zionism  from  its  vocabulan,-,  ex 
cept  to  berate  it. 

We  submit  that  the  bland  assurance  of  the 
Governors  of  the  College  that  in  their  opinion 
their  endorsement  of  Dr.  Kohler's  campaign 
of  persecution  was  for  the  best,  cannot  be  ac- 
cepted, and  that  an  explanation  is  owing  the 
Jewish  world  for  their  betrayal  of  the  confi- 
dence of  the  Zionist  students  of  the  College. 
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THE  CONGRESS  AT   THE  HAGUE. 

The  announcement  that  the  next  Congress 
will  be  held  at  the  Hague  has  undoubtedly  sent 
a  thrill  of  joy  through  the  hearts  of  all  Zion- 
ists, for  it  means  that  what  in  The  Macca- 
BAEAN  has  been  described  as  the  larger  pro- 
gram has  returned  in  the  councils  of  the  move- 
ment. It  is  already  known  that  the  Dutch 
city  has  been  chosen  because  the  Peace  Con- 
gress will  assemble  there.  The  movement  has 
indeed  engaged  upon  what  one  might  term 
an  overt  act  of  diplomacy.  Ever  since  the 
death  of  Dr.  Herzl,  just  such  action,  but  on  a 
smaller  scale,  has  been  urged  upon  the  Actions 
Comite.  That  it  now  meditates  the  larger  un- 
dertaking simply  shows  that  it  "has  taken  its 
courage  in  both  hands."  The  act  may  prove 
a  failure,  but  it  is  pregnant  with  large  possibili- 
ties. It  is  a  new  way  of  "forcing  a  hand"  in 
the  game  of  international  politics,  and  as  such, 
must  be  played  warily. 

The  Jewish  world  unrest  is  well  typified  by 
the  fact  that  on  every  side  Jews  are  proposing 
to  be  represented  at  the  Peace  Contrress.  Di- 
rectly, such  a  proposal  is  nonsensical.  The 
Vatican  has  been  refused  recognition  because 
it  is  not  a  state,  and  the  delegates  can  only 
respond  to  invitations— the  uninvited  are  not 
welcome.  The  answer,  of  course,  is  that  Jews 
never  were  bidden  to  any  diplomatic  love- 
feasts,  but  have  always  managed  to  get  a  hear- 
ing. The  great  case  of  this  type  is  the  Ber- 
lin Congress,  at  which  Jews  pulled  all  sorts 
of  wires  and  received  the  empty  forty-ninth 
clause  compelling,  on  paper,  tolerance  in  Rou- 
mania.  Dr.  Herzl  quietly  attended  the  first 
Peace  Congress  and  discussed  Zionism  with  in- 
dividual statesmen.  Neither  of  these  cases  re- 
semble the  new  step.  Four  or  more  hundred 
delegates  of  the  Jewish  people,  elected  for  the 
purpose,  will  assemble  in  the  Hague,  and  in  so 
far  as  they  can  approach  the  Peace  Congress 
they  will  approach  it ;  they  will  stand  as  Jewry 
appealing,  pleading  or  negotiating  with  the 
combined  representatives  of  the  powers  of  the 
world.  We  can  foresee  the  possibilities  of  fail- 
ure for  this  undertaking.  First,  some  influen- 
tial  Jews  who,  not  having  been  consulted  in  the 
matter,  are  wroth  at  it,  will  pull  wires  in  ad- 
vance, and  on  the  basis  that  the  program  of  the 
Pejice  Congress  is  carefully  limited,  will  the 


various  governments  may  respond  and  dinect 
their  representatives  to  keep  die  Zionists  at  a 
distance.  Then  Russia,  realizing  that  the  rais^ 
ing  of  the  Zionist  issue,  involves  somewhat  oi 
an  inspection  into  her  domestic  affairs  may 
lead  in  the  objection  to  any  association  with 
the  movement.  All  this  does  not,  however, 
alter  our  praising  the  act,  for  it  will  create  an 
tntemadonal  incident  of  a  type  that  neither 
Jewish  nor  Russian  anti-Zionists  will  in  the 
long  run  be  able  to  ignore. 

The  mockery  of  world  peace  whilst  that 
world  denizen,  the  Jew,'*can  find  no  peace,  will 
become  so  obvious  that  the  most  conservative 
of  statesmen  wfll  not  be  able  to  avoid  recog- 
nizing the  facts. 

The  worst  is  failure,  and  failure  wfll  o»ly 
prescribe  repetition  anci  continuity  of  eflFort; 
the  best  result  will  t^e  the  raising  of  the  move- 
ment on  the  plane  ^here  Herzl  left  it;  that  ls» 
fortifying  it  again  with  political  status  and 
diplomatic  acknowledgment.  The  end  will  not 
be  at  the  Hague,  but  our  little  ship  of  state 
may  move  a  whole  boat's  length  at  top  speed 
by  what  is  said  and  done  there  by  clear-headed, 
cautious,  politic  Zionists. 


SUPPORT  THE  PARTY  ORGAN. 

The  editor  of  The  Maccabaean  dislikes  to 
press  Zionists  with  the  same  complaints  that 
the  Maccabaean  Committee  has  time  and  again 
forced  upon  their  attention,  but  he  believes 
that  agitation  and  a  party  organ  are  equally 
necessary  partners  in  Zionist  propaganda,  and 
that  therefore  Zionists  ought  not  to  neglect 
The  Maccabaean. 

That  every  Zionist  ought  to  read  Thi 
Maccabaean  it  is  not  necessary  to  repeat,  but 
they  should  also  get  new  readers  for  the  maga- 
zine among  non-Zionists.  Work  for  The 
Maccabaean  should  be  a  fundamental  activity 
of  Zionist  societies.  It  is  impossible  not  to  see 
that  our  party  organ  is  the  register  of  the 
strength  of  the  organization.  And  yet,  RaW)i 
Hershman.  of  Syracuse,  is  the  only  Zionist 
who  has  made  it  obligatory  on  every  member 
of  his  society  to  become  a  subscriber  to  The 
Maccabaean.  In  his  society  the  subscription 
price  is  collected  with  the  regular  dues,  and  no 
member  is  exempt. 

We  put  it  up  to  Zionists  to  do  their  utmost 
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to  increase  the  circulation  of  our  party  organ. 
A  successful  magazine  will  mean  jtbat  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  movement  will  have  a  dig- 
nified, ample  source  of  income,  which  can  be 
used  to  further  other  Zionist  institutions. 


REFORMATION  AND  INFORMA- 
TION, 

A  strong  wave  of  conservatism  seems  to  have 
swept  over  American  Jewry  of  late.  Interest  in 
all  matters  Jewish  has  been  kindled,  and  con- 
gregational as  well  as  communal  labors  have 
won  new  fields.  Customs  long  ago  discarded 
and  sentiments  long  unfelt  have  recently  been 
recalled  and  revived.  Individuals  who  had 
long  ago  deemed  their  last  spark  of  Judaism 
extinguished  have  again  joined  our  ranks. 

To  those  who  know  only  the  Judaism  of  the 
last  generation  such  a  phenomenon  in  a  pro- 
gressive age  may  indeed  appear  inexplicable. 
In  the  light  of  history,  however,  it  is  a  per- 
fectly natural  manifestation. 

Strange  as  it  may  seem,  the  apparent  retro- 
gression is  to  be  attributed  not  to  any  eflForts 
on  the  part  of  conservative  leaders,  but  rather 
to  those  of  some  of  our  reformers.  A  plu- 
rality of  causes  have,  no  doubt,  been  at  work 
to  bring  about  this  reaction,  yet  chief  among 
them  is  the  indiscretion  of  the  leaders  in  re- 
form Judaism. 

The  early  reformers  were  not  only  a  pro- 
duct of  conservative  Judaism,  but  in  all  things 
save  in  the  desire  to  secularize  knowledge  and 
to  simplify  and  embellish  religious  observances, 
they  themselves  were  conservative  Jews. 

But  the  people  at  large  misunderstood  the 
well-meaning  efforts  of  their  teachers  and  mis- 
took "reform"  for  "destruction."  As  a  result, 
Jewish  learning,  which  had  previously  been  the 
common  possession  of  the  masses,  was  fast  be- 
ing neglected  by  the  communities,  and  the 
study  of  Judaism  and  its  literature  came  to  be 
considered  as  a  fit  occupation  only  for  the 
leaders  of  congregations. 

In  the  course  of  time  leaders  arose  who,  not 
having  imbibed  Jewish  lore  at  its  fountain- 
head,  shared  the  mistake  of  the  people  at  large 
and,  vieing  with  each  other  in  the  introduction 
of  reforms,  they  began  to  cut  down  mercilessly 
"the  trees  in  the  Lord's  vineyard."  It  did  not 
take  long  before  religion  and  religious  ideas 


passed  from  a  state  of  evolution  into  one  of 
revolutioa  The  most  sacred  things  were  di- 
vested of  their  sanctity  and  tradition  and  laws 
alike  were  proclaimed  as  a  "dead  letter."  All 
Jewishness  now  being  vested  in  the  Temple  and 
its  services,  even  this  institution  in  a  very  short 
time  became  unstable.  But  the  rabbis,  not  real- 
izing the  true  cause,  endeavored  by  the  most 
superficial  and  artificial  means  to  keep  it  from 
falling. 

A  state  of  congregational  restlessness  and 
dissatisfaction  ensued,  but  as  long  as  the  lay- 
man depended  solely  upon  the  rabbi  for  infor- 
mation and  guidance  the  destroying  process 
was  allowed  to  go  on. 

Of  very  recent  years,  however,  a  change  has 
come  about.  The  late  troubles  in  Russia  and 
Roumania  and  the  exertions  of  the  thinking 
and  feeling  world  that  followed  in  behalf  of 
the  Jew  has  thrown  a  va?t  amount  of  informa- 
in  his  way.  In  addition  to  this,  and  even  some- 
what earlier,  came  the  Zionist  movement  and 
made  the  Jew  acquainted  with  his  literature 
and  his  past,  and  through  these,  with  himself. 
It  showed  him  that  the  faith  of  his  fathers 
deserved  a  better  fate  at  his  hands  than  the 
relegation  to  an  empty  edifice.  It  brought  him 
to  the  consciousness  that  Judaism  consists  of 
infinitely  more  than  the  periodical  visit  (be  it 
weekly  or  yearly)  to  the  synagogue.  It  demon- 
strated to  him  that  the  seat  of  Jewishness  is 
not  within  four  enclosing  walls,  but  rather  in 
every  Jewish  heart.  In  a  word,  it  wakened 
the  national  consciousness  in  him  and  con- ' 
vinced  him  of  the  fact  that  no  man  or  men 
have  the  right  to  cripple  the  growth  and  to  cut 
short  the  development  of  a  living  nation. 

Once  informed,  the  layman  could  not  help 
perceiving  that  he  had  for  many  years  been 
misinformed  and  misguided  by  those  who  could 
and  should  have  known  better,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  his  newly-gained  information,  he 
stepped  in  and  called  a  halt  to  the  destructive 
influences  of  his  rabbi,  and  even  now  a  strenu- 
ous effort  is  made  by  some  of  our  leaders  to 
check  the  revived  spirit  of  conservatism,  which 
in  reality  is  true  reform.  Even  now  there  are 
some  who  would  prefer  to  remain  blind  to  facts 
and  others  who  do  not  even  stop  lat  throwing 
sand  into  other  people's  eyes.  But  it  rests 
with  the  Jewish  people  at  large  to  decide 
whether  in  years  to  come  we  shall  have  Refor- 
mation or  Information. 

Mendel  Silber. 
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The  Fall  of  the  Reform  Leaders 


ZIONISM  has  compelled  reform  Juda- 
ism to  take  a  position  on  the  nation- 
alist question  unlike  anything  the 
first  reformers  ever  dreamed  of.  Our. 
early  opponents  smiled  at  us,  nodded  the 
head  and  waved  the  hand,  and  predicted  that 
the  First  Congress  would  be  the  last.  When 
Dr.  Herzl  died,  the  smile  broadened,  and  it 
was  declared  that  Zionism  was  bound  to  dis- 
appear. 

Now,  Zionism  has  actually  become  a  men- 
ace to  patriotism;  it  is  a  poison  to  the  true 
Judaism  expounded  by  such  believers  as  Dr. 
Joseph  Krauskopf,  Dr.  Emil  G.  Hirsch,  Dr. 
Kaufman  Kohler  and  other  disciples  of  pro- 
gress and  light.  It  is  a  movement  to  be 
fought;  enough  of  this  tolerance  and  sym- 
pathy; enough  of  coquetting  with  territorial- 
ism;  enough  of  promising  to  be  Zionists  one 
day  and  repenting  the  next;  all  forms  of  Jew- 
ish nationalism  are  dangerous  influences, 
which,  if  unmolested,  will  smother  the  great 
ideal  known  as  the  Jewish  mission.  Dr.  Sam- 
uel Schulman  stamps  his  feet  and  shakes 
complicated  words  out  of  a  cavernous  depth 
of  thought;  Dr.  Emil  G.  Hirsch  splatters  the 
pages  of  the  Reform  Advocate  with  anti-Zion- 
ist abuse.  Dr.  Kohler  persecutes  three 
Zionist  professors  into  resignation;  and  Re- 
form Judaism  steps  out  into  the  light  with 
a  new  mission,  the  extermination  of  Zion- 
ists. 

Well,  we  are  content  with  having  removed 
the  mask  from  the  face  of  the  word-makers, 
and  compelled  them  to  prove  their  boasted 
prindp-es.  Reform  Judaism  has  been  a  mis- 
sion of  phrases.  It  has  prated  of  liberalism, 
universalism,  progress,  culture  and  enlighten- 
ment But  it  had  never  been  tested.  It  de- 
nied Talmudism,  Kabbalism,  denied  this  and 
that,  but  whenever  it  came  to  a  declaration 
of  positive  beliefs,  it  shirked  the  duty. 

Zionism  has  brought  it  face  to  face  with 
an  issue  that  will  not  down.  How  have  the 
leaders  in  Reform  Judaism  met  the  test? 
Have  they  been  tolerant,  cultured,  liberal  in 
their  dealings  with  Zionists;  have  they  shown 


any  better  principles  than  those  exemplified 
by  rabbis  of  orthodox  schuls,  whose  medise- 
valism  they  affected  to  despise? 

Their  conduct  toward  Zionism  has  been  what 
everybody  has  expected  of  them.  In  their 
everyday  life,  they  have  been  snobbish,  self- 
seeking,  envious  and  shallow.  They  have 
been  sensationalists,  when  sensation  did  not 
attack  the  vices  of  their  own  congregations, 
but  conservatives  when  their  own  interests 
were  at  stake.  Without  going  into  details, 
the  products  of  the  Jewish  "mission"  have 
been  sycophancy  and  shallowness  of  thought. 

They  have  their  reward. 

They  may  fulminate  against  Zionism,  but 
no  one  will  be  convinced.  They  have  re- 
duced themselves  to  mere  shammasim  in 
their  congregations,  and  no  one  follows  them. 

They  have  made  Judaism  a  convenient  buf- 
fer against  prejudice,  but  of  the  content  of 
Judaism  they  have  removed  the  kernel  of 
life.  When  they  led,  they  brought  the  Jews 
into  the  Valley  of  Death;  now,  when  they 
have  destroyed  themselves,  it  matters  not 
what  they  say  or  do.  Confronted  by  a  live 
issue,  they  have  acted  like  worthy  disciples 
of  the  Cherem  method,  which  they  have  fre- 
quently denounced.  In  the  light  of  vital 
questions,  they  have  not  proven  to  be  worthy 
of  consideration. 

The  present  struggle  between  Zionism  and 
reform  in  Ame^^ica  means  the  undoing  of  the 
sophists  who  have  made  a  mockery  of  the 
heritage  of  their  fathers,  who  have  trampled 
on  every  fine  sentiment  among  the  Jewish 
people,  and  who  have  worshipped  Baal  in  a 
wilderness  of  platitudes  and  sophistries.  We 
have  brought  out  distinctly  the  points  of 
cleavage  in  Jewish  life.  Those  who  are  for 
a  Jewish  future  are  with  us;  those  who  are 
for  the  death  of  the  Jewish  people,  arc 
against  us.  They  may  talk  of  Jewish  "sci- 
ence" and  Jewish  history,  but  to  them  all 
Jewish  matters  are  dead  things.  With  us, 
Jewish  science,  Jewish  history,  are  vital, 
because  out  of  them  we  hope  to  mould 
the  Jewish  future. 
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I^etter  from  Jaffa 

A  piidget  of  News  firom  the  Palestine 


(From  Our  Correspondent.) 


Mr.  David  Trietsch  is  now  in  Jaflfa  engaged 
in  practical  work.  He  has  launched  a  car- 
pentry and  wood  carving  shop  which,  in  its 
infant  state,  employs  about  thirty  workmen. 
Interviewing  Mr.  Trietsch  concerning  his 
schemes,  he  said  that  having  visited  Damascus, 
he  was  astonished  to  find  that  most  of  the 
work-people  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
the  famous  Oriental  wood  and  metal  articles, 
were  Jews.  Not  less  than  a  thousand  of  our 
brethren  are  there  engaged  as  employees  by 
non-Jewish  masters.  Again,  in  Bethlehem, 
the  whole  population  directly  and  indirectly 
obtain  their  livelihood  from  the  manufacturing 
of  mother-of-pearl  articles,  purchased  by  tour- 
ists visiting  Palestine  and  sold  by  Bethlehem- 
ites  all  over  the  world.  Even  amulets  with  He- 
brew characters  representing  the  name  of 
Jahweh  and  worn  by  many  Jews  are  the  work 
of  the  Christian  mother-of-pearl  workers  of 
Bethlehem.  Moreover,  carpentry  and  carv- 
ing work  has  hitherto  been  executed  in  a  very 
crude  and  tasteless  manner.  Many  well-to-do 
families  suffer  from  the  impossibility  of  fur- 
nishing their  houses  in  an  artistic  or  even  de- 
cent style. 

"Having  taken  all  the  pros  and  cons  into 
consideration,"  said  Mr.  Trietsch,  "I  was  in- 
strtunental  in  establishing  the  Beth  Ummoth, 
which  is  now  producing  excellent  articles,  com- 
bining both  the  Western  and  Oriental  styles, 
and  which  will  in  the  space  of  a  short  time 
find  a  ready  market  both  in  England  and 
America.  The  Beth  Umnoth  is  manufactur- 
ing artistic  metal  work  picture  frames  into 
the  various  forms  of  arches  that  exist  in  most 
of  the  Palestinian  towns.  These*  are  framed 
with  photographs  of  different  views  of  Pales- 
tinian  life.     It   is   als9  manufacturing  ward- 


robes, chests  of  drawers  and  suites  of  furni- 
ture, and  is  overwhelmed  with  orders.  The 
ironmongers  of  Jaffa  especially  are  well  con- 
tented since  it  has  stimulated  their  trade." 

There  is  no  doubt  that  in  a  short  time  Mr. 
Trietsch  will  do  much  to  secure  the  mother- 
of-pearl  industry  for  the  Jews.  I  may  men- 
tion that  the  Beth  Umnoth  is  a  branch  of  the 
Palestine  Industrial  Company,  which  is  soon 
to  commence  weaving  and  stocking  making. 

Of  other  newly  established  industries  may 
be  mentioned  a  paper  factory  (the  first  one  in 
Palestine)  which  has  been  erected  about  twenty 
minutes'  walk  from  the  town,  near  the  beach, 
and  the  first  Jewish  printing  ofiice  in  Jaffa 
managed  by  a  Mr.  Ittin.  A  boot  factory  is 
also  to  be  floated  within  a  few  weeks. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  many  capitalists  who, 
till  now,  knew  nothing  about  Pa'rstinc  nor 
how  to  invest  their  capital  here,  might  now 
find  ample  scope  wherein  to  invest  their  money 
and  to  make  a  good  profit. 

The  fact  confronts  us  that  the  few  indus- 
trial undertakings,  established  but  recently,  are 
flourishing  and  have  attracted  more  settlers 
than  ever  agricultural  colonization  had  done, 
during  the  twenty-five  years  of  its  activity. 
Palestine  possesses  every  natural  advanta^re, 
it  needs  almost  every  industry,  and  while 
trades  could  be  floated  here  with  reduced  cap- 
ital, they  would,  nevertheless,  prove  successful 

Palestine  is  now  in  its  infancy  with  all  the 
prospects  of  youth  and  vigor  before  it.  The 
Arabs  are  getting  civilized  rapidly  and  are  imi- 
tating everything  that  sounds  Western.  The 
gentleman  who  walked  about  almost  naked 
and  barefooted  a  decade  or  two  ago,  will  now 
be  most  particular  as  to  his  dress. 

Palestine   requires   the  magic  touch  of  in- 
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dustry  and  it  will  revive,  bringing:  in  its  wake 
the  general  amelioration  of  the  Jewish  position 
abroad  It  is  perhaps  an  open  secret  to  state 
"that  in  order  to  obtain  a  legally  safeguarded 
home  in  Palestine"  it  is  first  necessary  to  show 
to  the  world  that  we  already  possess  an  in- 
dustrial power  in  it     The  rest  must  follow. 


An  agency  of  the  Anglo- Palestine  Company 
was  opened  in  Hebron  on  Thursday,  May  2, 
by  the  Chief  Director,  David  Levontin.  It 
means  a  new  life  and  further  development  of 
the  Jewish  settlement  there.  The  commerce 
of  Hebron  is  in  grains  and  dried  fruits. 


RISHON-c-ZION. 

Rishon,  as  other  colonies,  has  lately  belp 
much  depressed  by  the  departure  of  a  num- 
ber of  its  younger  members.  Fortunately  this 
emigration  has  now  been  arrested  by  tome 
Lodz  manufacturers,  who  have  decided  to  open 
a  weaving  and  spinning  factory  here. 

They  have  already  set  up  the  machinery 
and  are  to  begin  work  within  a  few  days. 
This  will  give  employment  to  a  few  hundred 
men.  Richon  is  robed  in  its  summer  dress,  a 
north  wind  is  blowing,  the  skies  ace  serene, 
the  vineyards  trimmed  and  ready  to  bloom. 
The  fragrance  of  the  orchards  fills  the  air. 


munity.  He  was  to  arrive  hire  from  Qimto 
last  week,  but  it  appears  tl^  he  has  pcuceeded 
directly  to  Beirut,  from  vlience  he  frill  travel 
to  Damascus  and  theo  by  train  for  Haifa,  at 
the  ^lune  thne  visiting  the  Galileean  colonies, 
and  then  come  tp  Jaffa.  I  hope  in  my  next 
letter  to  give  «  detailed  description  of  Dr. 
Caster's  visit 


JERUSALEM. 

The  Becalel  School  of  Art  held  its  first 
exhibition  of  work  on  Lag  B'Omer.  Pro- 
fessor Schatz  exhibited  rugs  and  carpets  that 
were  woven  by  Jewish  girls,  which  were  ad- 
inired  by  all  visitors.  The  Professor  is  col- 
lecting a  fine  museum  of  Palestinian  birds, 
fishes  an4^  insects. 

The  festivitm  were  attended  by  concerts. 
Professor  Schatz  has  every  reason  to  be  satis- 
fied with  his  activity,  for  he  has  brought  new 
life  into  Jerusalem,  at  the  same  time  even  the 
Jerusalemites  are  quite  contented  that  he  is 
among  them,  seeing  the  good  results  of  his 
work. 


Dr.  Caster  has  disappointed  the  Jaffa  com- 


Summer  has  come  with  its  heat  and  splen- 
dor, but  Jerusalem  is  now  suffering  from  scarc- 
ity of  rain.  The  Holy  City  has  no  water  and 
our  brethren  are  praying  and  blowing  the 
Sliofar  for  rain.  Water  will  soon  be  sold  by 
the  bucket  at  the  rate  of  1  Mitalik  (cent). 


TannersvlUet  Hotel  Falrmoimt 

June  28  to  July  3,  1907 

Zionist  Societies  should  send  as  many  delegates  as  they  can.     Send 
in  names  to  the  Federation  office  as  soon  as  possible. 
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News  of  the  Movement 


NEXT  CONGRESS:  THE  HAGUE:  WJ- 

GUST  1^-20. 
'  The  Federation  has  received  a  dispatch  from 
Cologne  to  the  effect  that  the  next  Zionist 
Congress  will  be  held  at  the  Ha^e,  August 
14-20.  The  Hague  was  chosen,  in  place  of 
Basle,  where  former  congresses  have  been  held, 
in  order,  if  possible,  to  bring  the  matter  of 
Zionism  to  the  attention  of  the  Peace  Con- 
ference. 


THE  JEWISH  NATIONAL  FUND. 
The  legalisation  of  the  Jewish  National 
Fund,  according  to  the  decision  of  last  year's 
•Conference,  has  been  effected  in  London.  It 
has  been  registered  as  the  Juedischer  National- 
fonds  {Keren  Kajemeth  Le-Jisroel),  Limited. 
A  meeting  of  directors  of  the  new  Corpora- 
tion was  held  on  the  18th  of  April  at  Cologne. 
Some  necessary  formalities  with  respect  to 
the  constitution  were  completed.  The  first 
directors  of  the  Corporation  are  Messrs.  David 
Wolffsohn  (Cologne),  Jacob  Moser,  J.  P. 
(Bradford),  L.  J.  Greenberg  (London), 
Johann  Kremeriezky  (Vienna)  and  Dr.  E. 
Tschlenow  (Moscow).  The  first  Governor  is 
Dr.  I.  M.  Bodenheimer  (Cologne). 


NEIV  BRITAIN,  CONN 
The  Bnai  Zion  Society,  of  New  Britain,  an- 
nounced the  opening  of  Zionist  Qubrooms, 
with  which  a  reading-room  is  connected.  This 
society  has  also  been  very  active  in  the  collec- 
tion 01  funds  for  purposes  of  Roumanian  Re- 
lief. 


BURLINGTON,  VT. 
The  Daughters  of  Zion,  of  Burlinfe^ton;  re- 
cently held  a  debate  with  the  Young  Men's 
Hebrew  Association  of  that  city,  the  subject 
of  the  debate  being:  "Are  the  Jews  a  Nation 
or  a  Religious  Body?**'  The  Zionist  Society 
took  the  stand  that  the  Jews  are  a  nation,  and 
was  adjudged  the  victor.  The  debate  on  both 
sides   showed   evidences   of   earnest   thought. 


ATLANTA,  GA. 
During  a  short  visit  to  Atlanta,  Rabbi  A. 
Gorowitz,  of  Woonsocket,  an  honorary  vice- 
president  of  the  Federation,  addressed  several 
gatherings  on  Zionism,  and  macje  a  profound 
impression.  The  Ahawath  Zion  Society,  of  At- 
lanta, reports  that  this  visit  has  been  of  much 
benefit  to  it. 


LOUISVILLE.  KY. 
The  Sons  and  Daughters  of  Zion,  of  Louis- 
ville, held  an  entertainment  on  February  ^, 
which  proved  so  succesful  that  the  society 
was  enabled  to  purchase  twenty  shares  with 
the  proceeds,  and  also  to  inscribe  its  own 
name  and  that  of  the  late  Dr.  L.  N.  Dembitz 
in  the  (Golden  Book  of  the  National  Fund. 
The  membership  of  the  society  has  almost 
doubled  within  the  last  few  months. 


PORTSMOUTH,  VA. 
The  American  Zionists  of  this  city  held  a 
mass  meeting  on  Sunday  evenino^.  April  28, 
which  was  largely  attended.  Mr.  I.  B.  Brodie. 
of  Baltimore,  Chairman  of  Propaganda  for  the 
Southeastern  Council,  was  the  speaker  of  the 
occasion,  and  in  a  clear  and  concise  manner 
outlined  the  Jewish  problem  and  why  Zionism 
is  the  true  solution  of  it,  and  appealed  to  his 
hearers  to  take  an  active  part  in  the  movement. 
Mr.  J.  L.  Isaacs,  of  Baltimore,  also  addressed 
the  meeting,  speaking  of  the  various  institu- 
tions established  by  the  Zionist  movement, 
after  which  a  collection  was  taken  for  the  Na- 
tional Fund,  and  $15  collected. 

ST  LOUIS  COUNCIL. 
The  Council's  collection  of  shekolim  amount- 
ed to  1,500,  an  increase  of  fifty  per  cent  over 
last  year.  The  Council  attributes  this  success 
to  the  visit  of  Dr.  Shmaryahu  Lewin.  Of  the 
seven  delegates  to  the  Congress,  to  which  St. 
Louis  is  entitled,  only  three  candidates  are  in 
the  field:  Dr.  Alexander  S.  Wolf,  Dr.  Max. 
Margolis  and  Mr.  H.  Fischlowitz.  The  Coun- 
cil has  decided  to  establish  headquarters  and 
a  library  for  the  United  Zionists  of  St  Louis 
at  the  Tefereth  Israel  Temple;  the  sum  of 
$150  has  been  raised  for  this  object  at  one 
meeting. 

GOOD  FOR  SYRACUSE! 

Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
To  The  Maccabaean  : 

The  Kadimah  has  authorized  me  to  subscribe 
for.  The  Maccabeaen  for  each  member.    This 
society  has  so  fixed  its  dues  as  to  entitle  every 
member  to  The  Maccabaean. 
With  Zion's  greetings, 

A.  M.  Hershman. 
Syracuse,  N.  Y. 


The  Friends  of  Zion,  of  Philadelphia,  have 
forwarded  the  sum  of  $50  to  inscribe  the  name 
of  Mr.  Herman  Krueger  in  the  Golden  Book 
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Intending  purchasers  of  a 
stricdy  first-class  Piano 
should     not    fail    to 
examine  the  merits  of  %s^ 

THE    WOR  t-bKENCWNED 


'vtmfl^y 


SOBMES 


It  18  the  special  favorite  of  the  refined  and  cultured  musica)  public  on  account  of  its  unsurpassed 
tone-quality,  unequalled  durability,  elegance  of  design  and  finish.   Catalogue  mailed  on  application.  ~ 
Special  Designs  made  to  order  to  conform  with  any  period. 

TYkm  SoHm«r-C«ciliaA  twkfi^jm  Player  Sxlt9^99^9  All  OtH«r« 
FaToratble  Y«nns  to  Rosponsibla  Partiet . 

,  .5  O  H  ME  R    &    COM  P  A'  N  Y 

Warw«<MU  Cor.  Stb  AVvnae,  22d  StTMt,  .     .       ,     .NEW  YORK 


T 


en     Tears 

■-^-  '0mm  '•    '  orocnure  IS  puDiisnea  oy  tne  central  Dureau.     it  is  everywhere 

AY      ^lOUlSflft^  '     ><^<x>^^^>'^  >*  ^^^   ^^'^  popular  brochure  ever  iuued  by  the 


Excellent  for  propaganda  purposes—well  printed,  popular  in 

,tone.      Instructive  and  free  from  c^troversial  matter. '    This 

brochure  is  published  by  the  Central  Bureau.     It  is  everywhere 


100  copies 
1000      " 


movement. 

To  be  secured  in  quantities  of  kinglfe  copfes 
$3.00      I      2000  copies 
*       -        25.00      I     5000      **    '       - 
exclusive  of  postage 


$40.00 
90.00 


THE  MACCABAEAN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 


547    BROADWAY 
NEW  YORK  CITY 


PJ1ILLIPS^Q^.QQ^ 

I     '       DICE5TSBLE      ^^X^^^^^**^ 


The  only  Cocoa 

wifh  a  Rich 
Chocolafe  Flavo 
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.0  76    -    -    -    jSnnp^S'^t^n   — -  $1.50   .    -     -     ,     yb^nr 

J  *KrnnpDaiD  nr^^K  rn«  op^r 
Det  YIDDISHER    KAEMPFER,    f2   JeHcfson  Street,  New   York* 


Telephone,   1496  Orchard. 


EttaUithed  1873 


S.  Jafmiflo¥rsky, 

BANKER 

§4  CANAL  STREET,  NEW  YORK. 


Ij^Mo^  VtcfcetK  to  antb  (torn  Cttrepe 


DRAFTS 
On  aU  the  Prtnelpal  Cities  of 


Telephone  Connection. 

J.  F.  YURDIN, 

Aetcbant  Uallott 

Formerly  at  65  St.  Nicholat  Atc^ 

NOW  AT 

27  Bast  20th  Street, 
Neer  Broedway,  New  Yorh 


An  Invitation  to  Become  a  Maccabaean  Reader 


The  Maccabaean  extends  an  Invitation  to  every  American  Jew  to  become 
one   of   its   Readers. 

Fill  out  the  appended  blank,  cut  it  out,  and  send  it  to  547  Broadway, 
New   York,   with    One   Dollar,   and    it   will   be  sent   for  one   year. 

If  you  are  already  subscriber,  send  us  the  names  and  addresses  of  your 
friends.     The  Maccabaean  will  persuade  them  to  subscribe. 

To  The  Maccabaean  Publishing  Company 

Enclosed   you   will  find dollar   for years   subscription  to  The 

Maccabaean,   which  you  will  send  to  the   following  address: 


Address- 


Name- 
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M.  Goldman 
H.  Steinberg 


Telephone,  8647  B6«kman 


Duane  Press  Printing  Co. 

24-26  Vandewai^r  Street 

Plnskei^s    Auto-EmancliMitloii 

Tnnilited  for  Thi  MACCABAXAt' 
By  D.  S.  Blondmum 

Orders  are  no^v  betani  reeetved 

Paper  Covers  -         -         -  15  centt 

In  quantities  of  1 00  or  more  -         -      1 10.00 


mit  Wtlt—%f^t  WoxVti 

VOL.  X* 

**  Die  Welt"  l8  the  tjicul  organ  of  the  Zionist 
Movement. 

'*Dle  Welt**  ffives  a  complete  report  of  the  de- 
velopments of  the  inner  and  outer  Zionism  and 
an  account  of  the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust,  National 
Fund.  etc. 

Subscription  price:  $3.40  for  one  year;  $1.70 
for  G  months;  8Sc.  for  8  months;  (payable  in 
advance). 

For  information  and  subscription  in  U.  8.  apply 
to 

THE   MACCABAEAN   PUB.  CO 
847  Broadway. 

or 

MICHAEL  BROWN 

IBtt  S.  ItOi  Street  Philadelphia 


TELEPHONE  S«29  Ordiard 


M.    KROLL'S    SONS 

33  CANAL  STREET       ...       NEW  YORK  CITY 

The  only  Strictly  Kooher  Worst  Factory  In  Neur  Y<wk 


Under  the  supervision  of  Chief  Rabbi  S.  JAFFE,  of  Beth  Hamidrash  Hagodal  and  Rabbi 

S.  WINE,  of  Wission 

OPEN  FOR  INSPECnON 


MMo 


t  St.,  Brooklyn 


lt48  Fifth 


BRANCHES: 
Ave^  Ne^v  York 


Ave^  Browaavllle 


Railroad   and 

Steamship   Tickets 
ON   ALL   LINES 

SOLD  AT  THE  OFFICE  OF 

NL    ROSENBAUM 

609  S.  3rd  STREET 

PBILADIXFHIA.  PA. 


1^      J  jtfi     J-      '  BE  UP  TO  OATC. O,    5<Py 

\:l  ;S^  jASKYOURDEALEftf  Jj 


POINT  DELUXE  ] 

MOT|P&NY-;-0UEEHANNE  \ 

LACE  CURTAINS    V- 
Mad€3.^REALB0BBIN£TV 

DrtlMTYANDDUM«aiL.  «* 

SOLD  FROM  12.00  PER  P*IR-    V 
eOHEN  BROS,  a  CO.. 
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I.  C.  S.  MADE 

MEN 

Later-day  business  history  records  the  remarkable 
achievements  of  many  self-made  men,  but  nothing  more 
wonderful  than  the  progress  of  the  vast  multitude  of  stu- 
dents of  the  International  Correspondence  Schools,  of 
Scranton,  Pa.  Thousands  of  ambitious  men  and  women, 
aided  by  the  I.  C.  S.  system  of  training  by  mail,  have 
been  able  to  advance  in  place  and  salary.  Many  have 
been  able  to  change  their  occupation,  taking  positions  in 
their  chosen  profession. 

Increased  Salary  Over  lOO  per  cent. 

Af te;*  studying  from  textbooks  at  ni^ht  schools  with .  but  littl«  success,  I 
enrolled,  about  two  years  ago,  in  the  Electncal  Engineering  Course  of  the  Inter- 
national Correspondence  Schools.  -  Since  then  my  pay  has  been  increased  over 
^100  per  cent.  I  am  now  employed  on  experimental  work  for  the  United  States 
government.  Hugh  J.  White, 

714  Virginia  Ave.,  Washington,  D.  C. 


The  I.  C.  S.  system  of  training  by  mail  teaches 
mechanics  the  theory  of  their  .  Irades;  helps  misplaced 
people  to  qualify  for  more  congenial  work;  and  enables 
young  people  to  commence  work  at  better  salaries  than 
if  they  started  without  train- 
ing. 


What  is  good  for  others 
is  none  too  good  for  you. 
Decide  today  to  better  your 
condition — ^then  let  us  help 
you. 

Mark  X  before  the  position  that 
interests  you,  fill  in  the  coupon,  and  mail 
it  to  us.  We  will  send  full  particulars  and 
our  book  entitled  "lOOl  Stories  of  Suc- 
cess,*' which  gives  the  names,  addresses, 
and  advancement  of  over  a  thousahd  of 
our  students  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

Send  in  the  Coupon  Today 


International  Correspondence  Schools 

BOX  \m%  ■CRANTON«  PA. 

Please  send  me  your  booklet.  **1001  Stories  of 

Success,"  and  explain  how  I  can  qualify  for 

the  position  before  which  I  have  marked  X 


Mechanicil  Engineer 
Mechanical  Drafts, 
Electrical  Engineer 
Electrician 
Dynamo  Tender 
Telephone  Engineer 
Steam  Engineer 
Marine  Engineer 
Civil  Engineer 
Surveyor 
Mininii  Engineer 
Sa»iitary  Enjjineer 
Textile  Designer 
Textile-Mill  Supt. 


Architect 

Metallurgist 

Chemist 

Omam  entsl  Designer 

Navigator 

Bookkeeper 

Stenographer 

Show-Card  Writer 

Ad  ^iterl 

Teacher 

French  )    Wlth^   . 

German  >Pt»oo«i 

Spanish  )  K«ph 

Commercial  Law 


Nam€- 


SU  (^ui  Nq,. 
City 


rji^tc^ 
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THE  STATE  BANK 

876-378  Grand  Street 

Sound  Conservative  Aeeonunodnting 

Capital,  Snrplns  and  Earned  Profits,  Over  One  Million 

Wc  invite  Accountt.  Depodts  1 11,500,000. 

O.  L.  KICHARDS,  Pres.  ARNOLD  KOHN,  VIee-Prcs.  A.  I.  VOORHIS,  < 


Carmel  Wines  *nd  Cognacs 

arc  produced  in  the  JEWISH  COLONIES  in  PALESTINE  ;  made  and 
matured  in  the  famous  vaults  of  BARON  EDMOND  ROTHSCHILD 
at  RISHON-LE-ZION. 

They  have  already  gained  world-wide  reputation  for  ABSOLUTE 
PURITY  and  excellent  qualities.  Awarded  GOLD  M ED AI^— highest 
award — at  the  Paris  World  Exhibition  in   1900. 

FINE  CXARETS  AND  SAUTERNES         DELICIOUS  COGNACS         CHOICE  SWEfT  WINES 

Sole  Amertcan  Aflento: 

CARMEL  WINE  COMPANY 

Zft  FIFTH  STREET  NEW  YORK 

Braneb  Stores: — 3S4  Gi'^^<^  Street,   New  York.        90  Graham  Avenue,   Brooklyn. 
821   East  Baltimore  Street,   Baltimore,   Md. 


W.  WissoUky  &  Co., 

IMPORTERS  OF  RUSSIAN  TEA 

AMERICAN  BRANCH 

i  55   East  Broadway  New  York 

General  Manager,  A.  LUBASSKY 


RUSSIAN   TEAS    ARE   THE   BEST   IN   THE   WORLD 


WISSOTZKI'S   TEA    IS   RUSSIA'S    BEST 


MADE  UP  IN  NEAT  QUARTER,  HALF  AND  POUND  PACKAGES. 
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Mothers! 
Mothers!! 
Mothers!!! 

Mrs.  Winslow's  Soothing  Syrup 

has  been  usee'  for  over  SIXTY  YEARS  by  MIL- 
UONS  of  MOTHERS  for  their  CHII.DREN 
wkHe  TEETHING,  with  PERFECT  SUCCESS. 
It  SOOTHES  the  CHILD,  SOFTENS  the  GUMS. 
iWXAYS  all  PAIN ;  CURES  WIND  COUC,  and 
U  the  best  remedy  for  DIARRHCEA.  Sold  by 
Dmggists  in  every  part  of  the  world.  Be  sure 
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Benjamin  Disraeli;  A  Lost  Pleiad 


Bj  Max  J.  Herxberg 


TO  those  who  believe  that  Ben- 
jamin Disraeli  was  perhaps  the 
greatest  Jew  of  modern  times, 
and  who  are  at  the  same  time  interested  in 
Zionism,  the  question  is  natural:  Did  Disraeli 
entertain  any  ideas  that  may  be  called  Zion- 
istic?  Few  indeed  of  the  moderns  and  espe- 
cially few  Americans  know  very  much  at  all 
of  the  great  Prime  Minister  of  England.  We 
may  remember  that  the  English  populace  for 
many  years  admiringly  called  him  "Dizzy;" 
wa  may  know  that  he  and  Gladstone  stood  out 
as  giant  antagonists  in  the  arena  for  half  a 
century;  and  we  may  be  familiar  with  the 
portrait  of  a  swarthy  man  with  brilliant  eyes 
whose  features  are  so  markedly  Semitic  that 
they  even  revert  to  the  more  primitive  Assy- 
rian type.  But  the  knowledge  of  few  of  us 
extends  beyond  this;  few  are  acquainted  with 
'  the  details  of  as  wonderful  a  romance  as 
ever  graced  the  pages  of  a  novel  and  was  called 
fiction.  It  will,  therefore,  not  be  altogether 
a  work  of  supererogation  to  recall  suggestive- 
ly some  of  the  facts  of  Disraeli's  life. 

For,  indeed,  no  career  of  recent  times  of- 
fers such  contrast  and  unexpected  change  as 
this  life.  He  was  a  Jew  who  rose  to  be 
Prime  Minister  of  the  most  powerful  nation 
of  Europe  and  one  that  excluded  his  fellow- 
countrymen  from  citizenship;  a  parvenu  who 
dominated  by  his  powerful  personality  the 
haughty  aristocrats  of  a  great  reactionary 
party  that  scorned  and  reviled  him  at  first;  he 
was  a  skilled  parliamentarian  who  founded  a 


vast  empire;  he  was  a  Tory  who  was  the  only 
friend  of  the  Chartists  when  they  carried  their 
monster  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons 
and  himself  inaugurated  many  socialistic 
schemes;  he  was  a  statesman  whose  name 
lives  in  literature  as  a  novelist  of  no  mean 
power  and  as  a  phrase-maker  of  distinction; 
he  was  an  office-holder  and  a  politician  In 
the  full  blaze  of  publicity  for  over  fifty 
years,  whose  private  morality  bore  no  smirch 
and  received  no  aspersion;  he  was  an  alien 
of  the  most  despised  race  in  Europe  whose 
birthday  is  to-day  the  most  generally,  ob- 
served of  English  holidays — here  is  an  Oriental 
romance  such  as  Disraeli  himself  must  have 
revelled  in. 

But  I  have  barely  sketched  Disraeli's 
achievement.  This  despised  Jew  founded  the 
present  empire  of  England;  if  not  to  its  full 
extent  in  deed,  at  least  in  the  conception  oi 
imperialism.  To-day,  as  I  have  said,  no  holi- 
day is  more  generally  observed  than  Prim- 
rose Pay,  when  millions  of  the  members  of 
the  Primrose  League — devoted  to  the  ideals 
of  imperialism — wear  Disraeli's  favorite  flower 
and  deck  his  tomb.  Instead  of  the  contempt 
which  his  ideas  first  won,  his  thought  is  at 
the  present  moment  so  much  in  the  ascendancy 
that  opposit'ion  scarcely  gains  a  hearing;  it  is 
the  "Little  England"  movement  that  must 
fight  for  recognition  to-day  under  the  bril- 
liant though  ineffectual  leadership  of  men 
like  G.  K.  Chesterton  and  Hillaire  Belloc  or 
the    fine    inspiration    of    poets    like    William 
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Watson.  Imperialism  is  in  the  air  in  England 
—politicians  vaunt  it  at  the  hustings,  novelists 
glorify  it  in  their  stories,  poets  sing  it  in 
their  lays.  Yet  it  was  in  the  fiery  forge  of 
Benjamin  Disraeli's  imagination  that  the  idea 
of  imperialism  first  found  its  present  large 
^andeur,  and  with  his  hand  at  the  helm  Eng- 
land first  glided  into  those  vast  oceans  it  sails 
on  to-day — beset  with  rocks  indeed  and  sur- 
rounded by  mysterious  terrors  of  the  deep, 
but  directing  a  more  glorious  course  to  a 
haven  that  may  hold  the  hopes  of  the  world. 
Disraeli's  brain  conceived  this  glorious  vision, 
his  hand  as  it  twirled  the  helm  toward  this 
port  first  realized  the  meaning  of  the  voyage. 
Strange  feat  this!  that  an  alien  of  aliens 
should  awaken  a  nation  to  consciousness  of  its 
grandeur. 

Preliminary  to  the  question  of  Disraeli's 
possible  relations  to  Zionism  must  be  an  in- 
quiry into  his  general  relations  to  the  Jews 
and  Judaism.  I  can  best  indicate  these  by 
touching  briefly  on  those  periods  of  Disraeli's 
life  when  he  was  most  a  Jew.  He  came  of 
an  ancient  Spanish  family  that  had  taken 
refuge  from  the  Inquisition  in  Venice.  His 
grandfather  had  emigrated  thence  to  England 
and  established  a  commercial  house.  His 
father,  Isaac,  was  a  fantastic  dreamer  who 
absolutely  declined  to  enter  his  father's  busi- 
ness, and  started  on  a  literary  career.  He 
established  a  wide  reputation  as  a  popularizer 
of  curious  and  out-of-the-way  knowledge,  and 
soon  had  a  large  circle  of  fashionable  ac- 
quaintances. Under  influences  not  dissimilar 
to  those  at  work  to-day,  he  left  the  Sephardic 
communion  when  Benjamin  was  twelve  years 
old,  and  had  the  latter  baptized,  though  him- 
self a  free-thinker.  In  early  life  Benjamin 
had  thus  probably  the  unusual  religious  train- 
ing of  a  Jewish  boy.  But  the  course  of  his 
life  was  quite  changed  after  his  baptism.  No 
attempt  was  made  to  change  his  name,  which 
indeed  had  been  adopted  by  his  forefathers  as 
a  perpetual  memoir  of  their  Jewish  extrac- 
tion, and  such  a  step,  as  in  other  cases  to-day, 
would  perhaps  have  been  useless  as  long  as  the 
physiognomy  gave  such  plain  indications  of 
this  troublesome  ancestry.  In  his  father's 
wide  circle  of  friends  Benjamin,  always  a 
prodigy,   was   petted   and   pampered.     In   the 


school  he  entered,  however,  he  jnet  the  scorn 
and  opposition  to  be  anticipated  then  as  now. 
Disraeli  repaid  rebuffs  and  insults  fiercely 
and  with  physical  force,  as  may  be  gathered 
from  the  experiences  of  the  autobiographical 
heroes  of  his  novels,  but  the  futility  of  such 
a  course  was  apparent  and  he  made  no  at- 
tempt to  enter  the  larger  public  schools  or 
the  universities,  where  matters  would  have 
been  worse.  He  continued  to  receive  a  de- 
sultory education  at  home  from  his  learned 
though  erratic  father,  and  socially  made  his 
way  more  easily  by  exciting  curiosity  and 
wonderment.  He  wrote  satires  and  "society" 
novels  that  were  immensely  popular;  but  the 
sensation  of  sensations  was  his  dress.  At 
one  dinner  party  this  young  man,  lividly  pale 
and  with  flashing  black  eyes,  wore  a  black 
velvet  coat  lined  with  satin,  purple  trousers 
with  a  gold  band  running  down  the  outside 
seam,  a  scarlet  waistcoat,  long  lace  ruffles 
falling  down  to  the  tips  of  his  fingers,  white 
gloves  with  several  brilliant  rings  outside 
them,  and  long  black  ringlets  that  fell  to  his 
shoulders.  From  descriptions  of  Disraeli  on 
other  occasions,  I  imagine  that  even  a  deaf  man 
must  have  been  able  to  hear  his  clothes.  Yet 
affectations  like  these,  however  they  might 
deceive  the  superficial  observer,  concealed  a 
bold  and  original  mind,  earnest  in  its  inten- 
tions and  profound  in  its  insight.  Disraeli 
was  animated  by  a  passionate  longing  for 
power,  all  the  greater  because  so  many  ob- 
stacles w^ere  placed  in  the  way  of  his  getting 
it;  but  it  was  the  lust  for  power  of  that  kind 
of  benevolent  tyrant  who  is  so  anxious  to 
mate  his  ideals  prevail  that  he  forces  them 
on  the  people  in  their  own  despite,  and  is  not 
particularly  scrupulous  as  to  the  means  he 
uses  to  gain  his  power. 

At  first  Disraeli  was  articled  to  a  lawyer, 
but  his  health  failed  and  he  traveled  in  the 
East,  visiting  the  great  object  of  his  desires, 
Jerusalem.  He  returned  to  England  deeply 
moved  by  the  sight  of  the  land  of  his  fathers 
and  bearing  in  his  memory  the  vivid  scenes 
and  colors  of  the  Orient.  After  several  fail- 
ures in  electioneering  he  entered  Parliament, 
met  a  severe  set-back  on  first  attempting  to 
speak,  soon  won  his  way  to  the  front,  and 
^fter    many    years    became    the    head    of    the 
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Conservative  party.  His  general  career  does 
not  interest  us,  but  before  passing  to  his 
novels,  it  would  be  well  to  mention  one  or  two 
incidents  that  connected  him  with  Jews.  He 
won  the  right  to  entrance  into  the  House  of 
Commons  for  Jews  who  had  remained  such; 
and  himself  escorted  Rothschild,  the  first  to 
enter  Parliament,  to  the  bar  to  take  the  oath. 
At  the  Congress  of  Berlin  that  made  him  so 
famous,  he  gained  certain  rights  for  the  JcwS 
in  Roumania  by  exerting  his  powerful  in- 
fluence. Finally,  we  may  notice  that  Disraeli's 
attitude  on  the  Eastern  question,  although  it 
is  not  directly  connected  with  the  Jews,  may 
have  been  due  to  his  Jewish  sympathies.  For 
Disraeli  was  throughout  his  entire  career  the 
fervent  and  unwearied  partisan  of  the  Turks, 
and  stood  their  champion  against  the  aggres- 
sion of  Russia  and  Austria.  This  may  have 
sprung  from  his  knowledge  of  the  kind  treat- 
ment the  Jews  almost  invariably  received  from 
Islam  and  especially  from  Turkey;  he  may 
have  remembered  that  for  two  centuries  during 
and  after  the  reign  of  Sulyman  the  Great,  the 
Jews  attained  a  prosperity  in  Turkey  that  is 
said  to  be  unequal ed  in  their  entire  history 
elsewhere.  Their  condition  excited  astonish- 
ment in  travelers  from  the  rest  of  Europe 
and  refugees  from  Spain  or  elsewhere  re- 
ceived in  Turkey,  kindness  and  honor.  The 
fact  may  be  mentioned  that  Joseph  Nasi,  the 
powerful  favorite  of  Sulyman  and  of  his 
son,  at  one  time  projected  a  colony  in  Jeru- 
salem. 

We  now  come  to  Disraeli's  literary  works 
and  in  particular  to  one  novel.  In  the  re- 
markable trio  that  contains  "Coningsby," 
"Sybil"  and  "Tancred,"  Disraeli  introduced 
a  striking  Jewish  figure,  Sidonia,  as  a  sort  of 
deus  ex  machina  of  wonderful  powers.  Si- 
donia is  supposed  to  be  modeled  partly  on 
Disraeli  himself,  partly  on  Lord  Rothschild. 
In  "Tancred"  Disraeli  proceeded  more  par- 
ticularly to  the  Jewish  question  by  a  discus- 
sion of  what  he  called  the  Semitic,  i.  e.,  the 
spiritual  principle,  as  a  factor  in  civilization. 
Every  nation  of  the  modern  world  that  had 
succeeded  represented  this  principle,  in  par- 
ticular England,  as  also  America.  Christianity 
he  dominated  "Judaism  for  the  masses,"  but 
he  maintained  that  Calvary  was  the  consistent 


development  of  Sinai,  and  does  not  seem  to 
have  said  this  altogether  for  political  effect 
He  contended  for  the  rights  of  the  Jews,  not 
on  the  basis  of  tolerance,  but  for  their  special 
merits.  "One  half  the  world  worships  a 
Jew,  the  other  half  a  Jewess,"  he  said.  These 
same  views  are  brilliantly  outlined  in  a  famous 
chapter  of  his  life  of  Lord  George  Bentinck. 
But  "Alro/'  is  the  most  important  work 
of  Disraeli's  for  our  purpose,  and,  indeed,  the 
only  one  that  really  touches  on  our  question. 
This  highly  colored  product  of  Disraeli's  fiery 
imagination  takes  rank  with  that  other  no- 
table picture  of  Oriental  life,  Beckford's 
"Vathek,"  and  far  surpasses  Southey's  Orien- 
tal epics.  The  story  is  briefly  this :  About  the 
twelfth  century,  Alro)',  a  prince  of  the  house 
of  David,  is  inspired  to  organize  a  revolt 
against  the  Mohammedan  caliphate,  which 
had  been  weakened  by  the  Crusades  and  in- 
ternal decay.  He  wins  the  assistance  of  Jab- 
aster,  a  renowned  Cabbalist,  and  through  his 
aid  obtains  the  scepter  of  Solomon  from  the 
tomb  of  the  kings  of  Judea.  In  this  portion 
of  the  novel,  it  may  be  remarked,  Disraeli 
makes  use  of  various  magical  devices  as  part 
of  his  plot  in  a  way  that  suggests  some  of 
the  tricks  of  the  medieval  philosophers.  He 
also,  like  Dickens,  employs  a  hybrid  blank 
verse  prose  or  even  rhyme  that  is  extremely 
irritating.  Both  bold  and  striking  scenes  fol- 
low. Alfoy  is  hailed  as  the  Messiah,  and 
rallies  to  his  standard  all  the  Jews  of  the 
surrounding  region.  He  wins  success  after 
success,  and  captures  city  after  city.  But  in 
Bagdad  he  is  lulled  to  an  inglorious  repose 
by  a  marriage  with  the  daughter  of  the  Caliph ; 
he  abandons  all  idea  of  capturing  Jerusalem 
and  of  founding  a  Jewish  state.  Duped  by 
dreams  of  world  empire,  he  is  attacked  on 
all  sides;  his  former  Jewish  followers  refuse 
to  obey  an  apostate;  he  is  defeated  and  cap- 
tured, deserted  by  his  wife,  and  finally  ex- 
ecuted as  a  rebel.  In  his  last  moments  he 
regains  his  foimer  nobility,  and  dies  bravely. 
Before  considering  the  significance  of  this 
story,  it  may  be  necessary  to  remember  that 
David  Alroy  or  Alrui  is  a  historical  character, 
who  is  supposed  to  have  duped  his  followers  into 
accepting  him  as  the  Messiah  by  such  magi- 
cal  tricks   as   Disraeli    describes,   and   finally. 
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when  captured,  escaped  a  death  by  torture  by 
persuading  the  Caliph  that  if  his  head  were 
struck  off  at  a  blow,  it  would  at  once  come 
on  again.  The  Caliph  must  have  fe't  disap- 
pointed. 

The  moral  which  the  astute  political  genius 
of  a  Disraeli  embodied  in  this  tale  of  Alroy 
may  not  come  amiss  to  Zionists.  He  shows 
us  this  man,  rousing  the  dormant  powers  of 
his  countrymen  to  wonderful  victories,  but 
balked  in  the  course  of  his  triumphs  by  a 
stubborn  failure  to  recognize  that  he  was 
followed  by  this  host,  not  to  create  a  Semitic 
nationality  at  any  indifferent  spot  in  Asia 
Minor,  not  to  help  him  build  a  world  empire 
of  selfish  ambition,  but  to  soothe  the  yearning 
of  the  Jews  to  dwell  once  more  in  Jerusalem, 
by  Mount  Zion.  It  was  a  spiritual  aspiration 
that  animated  them,  not  a  political.  So  to-day 
it  may  be  well  to  accept  the  insight  of  a  Dis- 
raeli into  the  motives  that  would  move  the 
Jews  to  concerted  action,  and  lay  aside  once 
for  all  the  thought  of  a  Jewish  state  that  is 
not  firmly  builded  on  the  traditions.  Either 
Zion  or  nothing.  For  there  is  no  Mount  of 
Olives  in  Africa;  that  is  the  lodestar  that 
must  guide  every  Jewish  movement  that  would 
not  invite  the  fate  of  Alroy.  Disraeli,  the 
Prime  Minister,  has  seen  more  clearly  than 
Zangwill,  the  pessimistic  htunorist.  Again  one 
important  phase  of  true  Zionism  may  be 
drawn  from  this  story  of  Disraeli's.  The 
longing  for  a  home  in  Zion  must  proceed 
from  an  intense  emotional  love  of  what  is 
Jewish,  and  not  from  any  need  for  a  refuge. 
These  men  who  followed  Alroy  were  fairly 
well  off;  and  Disraeli  himself  is  an  ex- 
ample in  point.  The  Prime  Minister  of  Eng- 
land needed  no  refuge;  but  his  love  for  Jeru- 
salem was  deep  and  intense.  We  may  well 
imagrine  that  often  in  the  midst  of  his  strug- 
gles and  triumphs,  his  heart  turned  to  those 
scenes  he  depicts  in  "Alroy."  In  conclusion 
I  would  quote  a  passage  from  "Alroy"  that 
will  indicate  better  than  any  words  of  com- 
ment how  Disraeli  felt.  When  Jabaster,  the 
high    priest,    learns    that    Alroy    intends    to 


commit  the  sin  of  Solomon  and  marry  a 
foreign  princess,  he  comes  in  dismay  to  his 
king.  The  latter  angrily  asks  him  what  he 
would  have  him  do  more  than  he  had  already 
done.     Jabaster  replies: 

"You  ask  me  what  I  wish:  my  answer  is, 
the  Land  of  Promise.  You  ask  me  what  I 
wish:  my  answer  is,  Jerusalem.  You  ask  me 
what  I  wish:  my  answer  is,  the  Temple,  all 
we  have  forfeited,  all  we  have  yearned  after, 
air  for  which  we  have  fought,  our  beauteous 
country,  our  holy  creed,  our  simple  manners, 
and  our  ancient  customs." 

This  may  sound  over  rhetorical,  but  the 
rhetoric  of  men  like  Disraeli  is  inherent  and 
sincere.  At  any  rate  the  passage  is  the  voice 
of  modem  Zionism. 

There  is  a  verse  in  Isaiah  that  runs:  "One 
shall  say  I  am  the  Lord's;  and  another  shall 
call  himself  by  the  name  of  Jacob ;  and  another 
shall  subscribe  with  his  name  unto  the  Lord, 
and  surname  himself  by  the  name  of  Israel." 
What  a  fortunate  thing  if  Zionism  could  in- 
deed have  for  its  leader  to-day  this  man  who 
had  truly  "sumamed  himself  by  the  name 
of  Israel"  though  not  "unto  the  Lord!"  And 
after  all  it  is  in  some  such  aspiration  that 
Disraeli's  chief  interest  for  Zionism  must 
consist.  We  are  not  concerned  so  much  with 
what  he  actually  said  or  did  that  was  Zion- 
istic  in  tenor,  as  with  what  a  man  with  ideals 
and  force  like  his  would  be  able  to  do  for 
Zionism  to-day.  But  the  nation  that  pro- 
duced once  this  remarkable  genius  may  hope 
when  the  need  truly  arises  that  another  wi.l 
not  fail.  Such  a  man  will  hew  a  state  out  of 
the  distmited  Jews,  just  as  once  Disraeli 
hewed  a  state  out  of  the  unwilling  aristocrats 
of  Britain;  he  will  guide  us  in  the  paths  of 
nations,  just  as  Disraeli  guided  England  to  its 
larger  destiny;  and  he  will  conquer  difficulties 
such  as  Disraeli  conquered,  not  for  an  alien 
but  for  his  own;  not  for  those  that  despise 
but  for  those  that  love ;  for  Judea  not  England. 
Then  the  lost  Pleiad  will  have  been  found 
—when  the  stars  are  in  due  conjunction. 
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The  Critics  of  Zionism 


By  V.  Shabotindcy 


(Concluded.) 


NOW  we  will  pass  over  to  Bicker- 
man.  He  sets  forth  against 
Zionism  the  following  objec- 
tion: History  proves  that  no  state  can  be  ar- 
tificially formed;  Zionism  invites  the  Jewish 
mass  to  a  road  of  greatest  resistance,  while  it 
is  known  that  the  masses  move  naturally  only 
along  the  course  of  the  least  resistance; 
Zionism  is  a  purely  negative  movement, 
brought  forth  by  Anti-Semitism;  Zionism  is 
a  reactionary  and  dangerous  movement;  the 
realization  of  Zionism  would  destroy  Judaism 
as  such. 

We  will  consider  separately  each  objec- 
tion : 

"The  universal  history,"  says  Bickerman, 
"knows  of  no  case,  of  any  group  of  peo- 
ple—a family,  a  race  of  people,  or  a  group, 
suddenly  taking  a  notion  into  their  heads  to 
create  a  state,  and  with  such  an  idea  in  their 
minds  create  a  state.  In  the  ancient  times  as 
well  as  in  the  newer  times  states  appear  as  the 
result  of  activity  of  human  masses,  but  never 
did  this  serve  as  the  means  of  their  activity." 

As  a  proof  of  his  assertion,  Bickerman 
sets  forth  the  immigration  of  the  Pilg^m 
Fathers  into  the  New  World,  from  whom 
later  arose  the  United  States  and  the  great 
immigration  of  people;  neither  the  Pilgrim 
Fathers  nor  the  barbarians  ever  thought,  ac- 
cording to  Bickerman,  of  creating  new  states, 
but  simply  went  in  search  of  means  to  satisfy 
their  daily  necessities,  along  a  course  of  the 
least  resistance.  If  their  settlements  develop- 
ed into  states,  this  happened  of  itself,  not 
after  a  consciously  designed  plan. 

In  reply  to  Bickerman  it  would  suffice  to 
state,  that  the  past  cannot  always  serve  as  a 
criticism  for  the  future.  It  could  also  be 
demonstrated  to  him  that  in  the  past  not 
only  large  states,  but  separate  cities  arose  as 
the  result  of  human  activity  and  not  as  the 
aim   of   it.     Moved   by   their   needs   along   a 


course  of  least  resistance  people  settled  in  a 
given  place,  erected  mud  huts,  wigwams,  and 
in  the  course  of  a  few  centuries  a  city  arose. 
Two  hundred  years  ago,  Bickerman  could 
assert  that  history  does  not  record  any 
occasion  when  a  people  took  a  notion  all  of  a 
sudden  to  create  a  city — and  created  it ;  never- 
theless Peter  the  Great  took  it  into  his  head 
to  erect,  in  the  midst  of  a  swamp,  a  city  and 
erected  it  In  our  times,  it  is  a  well  known 
fact,  in  North  America,  "artificial"  cities  arise 
one  after  the  other  at  the  will  of  some  enter- 
prising company  or  some  rich  individual.  One 
could  also  point  out  to  Bickerman  different 
unions  or  companies  formed  between  private 
citizens  sometimes  as  the  result  and  not  as 
the  aim  of  human  activities.  Any  popular 
book  on  sociology  will  remind  Bickerman  of 
how,  unconsciously  moved  by  common  inter- 
ests, separate  individuals  rendered  each  other 
support  Stgainst  those  citizens,  whose  interest 
were  inimical  to  their  own  and  how  out  of 
this  natural  mutual  assistance,  gradusClly  de- 
veloped the  modern  trusts,  syndicates,  profes- 
sional and  party  unions.  Nowadays  such 
organizations  arise  as  an  acknowledged  aim, 
and  not  as  a  result. 

Furthermore,  Bickerman's  attention  should 
be  called  to  the  fact  that  the  former  results 
are  in  modern  times  gradually  becoming 
the  aims.  Humanity  became  wiser,  and 
now  profits  by  the  previous  experiences. 
Perhaps  the  first  dam  arose  accident- 
ally; a  landslide  blocked  up  the  current 
and  the  river  overflowed ;  man  noticed  this  and 
next  time  he  purposely  dammed  up  the  river. 
The  tradition  is  that  gun-powder  was  in- 
vented as  an  unintentional  result  of  the  fact 
that  Berthold  Schwartz,  the  monk,  innocently 
pounded  sulphur,  saltpetre  and  charcoal  in  a 
mortar;  now  inventors  work  for  years  with 
a  predetermined  object,  to  find  X-Rays,  to  cre- 
ate  a   gramophone,    and    they    succeed    in    it. 
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Men  learn  things  by  observation.  Suppose 
the  first  immigrants  did  not  even  suspect  that 
of  their  immigration  would  arise  a  new  and  in- 
dependent government,  but  we  already  know 
that  a  state  was  formed  by  the  first  immi- 
grants, and  if  we  now  wish  to  emigrate,  we 
can  also  consider  or  at  least  hope  that  our 
enligration  will  lead  to  the  same  results  and 
actively  prepare  ourselves  for  it  Must  we 
be  overtaken  by  failure?  Is  there  any  logical 
reasoning  in  this?  What  is  the  difference  be- 
tween Zionism  and  any  other  already  formed 
mass  emigration,  which  leads  to  the  founda- 
tion of  new  states?  Zionism  contains  two 
fundamental  principles:  first,  the  settlement 
of  the  Jewish  people  on  one  territory;  second, 
autonomy,  i.  e.,  guaranty  of  self-government. 
These  were  the  leading  principles  in  all  his- 
torical mass  emigrations,  and  are  unchanged 
at  the  present  days;  these  were  the  causes 
of  the  creation  of  the  states. 

The  Pilgrim  Fathers  emigrating  to  North 
America  did  not  go  there  in  order  to  submit 
themselves  to  rulers  of  the  wild  inhabitants. 
They  had  in  view  a  very  sound  guaranty  of 
self-government — their  guns  and  their  knives. 
The  same  can  be  said  of  the  great  migrations 
of  people.  The  Huns,  nearing  Europe,, thought 
very  little  of  becoming  alien  subjects,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  they  depended  on  their  guns 
for  a  complete  guaranty  of  their  autonomy. 
In  those  times  no  migration  occurred  without 
this  naturally  presupposed  guaranty  of  self- 
government.  Zionism,  having  for  its  object 
a  territory  and  autonomy,  does  not  bring  out 
anything  new.  It  only  replaces  the  sword  form 
of  guaranty  by  a  treaty  form,  which  strongly 
corresponds  to  our  modern  times.  In  gen- 
eral all  forms  of  sword  guaranty  become  now 
obsolete  and  are  being  replaced  by  treaties. 
Duel,  i.  e.,  club  guaranty  of  inviolability  of 
the  individual,  and  war,  i.  e.,  sword  guaranty 
of  inviolability  of  an  aggregate,  gradually  give 
away  their  significance  to  treaty  institutions, 
to  arbitration  courts.  The  Huns  migrating 
to  Europe  guaranteed  for  themselves  their 
autonomy,  and  we,  emigrating  to  Palestine, 
must  also  guarantee  it;  but  their  guaranty 
corresponding  to  those  times  was  represented 
by  the  right  of  the  sword,  and  ours,  corre- 
sponding to  the  spirit  of  our  times,  must  be 


represented  in  a  form  of  a  treat>'  charter. 
This  is  just  as  natural  and  just  as  little 
changes  the  substance  of  the  object  as  for  in- 
stance that  the  Huns  emigrated  on  horseback 
or  Kibitka  (Tilt-carts)  and  we  will  go  on 
modern  steamers. 

The  same  logic  prevails  in  Bickerman's 
consideration,  that  Zionism  proposes  a  move- 
ment along  a  course  of  the  greatest  resistance. 
"People  everywhere  and  at  all  times  acted  un- 
der the  pressure  of  immediate  wants  and  nec- 
essities and  their  actions,  as  all  actions  of 
any  force  in  nature,  directed  themselves  along 
a  course  of  least  resistance."  According  to 
Bickerman  the  course  of  least  resistance  in  this 
case  is  for  the  Jews  to  strive  for  their  rights 
here,  on  the  place,  for  it  is  much  easier  and 
simpler  here,  where  one  is  acclimatized,  than 
to  cross  the  ocean  and  to  meet  with  the  great- 
est difficulties.  At  the  same  time  Bickerman 
explains  that  the  cause  of  the  emigration  of 
Pilgrim  Fathers  was,  that  "the  Puritans  were 
seeking  for  freedom  of  conscience  and  quiet; 
both  of  these  at  that  time  could  be  found 
only  across  the  ocean;  therefore,  they  crossed 
the  ocean."  That  sounds  strange.  Accord- 
ing to  Bickerman's  theory,  it  would  be  much 
easier  and  simpler  for  the  Puritans  to  remain 
on  their  old  places  and  struggle  for  their 
rights  there,  than  to  cross  the  ocean  to  the 
redskins.  Bickerman  must  admit  that  th^ 
action  of  the  Puritans  was  a  clear  deviation 
from  the  course  of  least  resistance.  Still 
more  severely  must  Bickerman  regard  the 
fact  of  a  two-thousand-year  preservation  of 
Jewish  nationality  .  .  .  The  Jews  were 
driven  from  place  to  place  and  exposed  to 
most  excessive  persecutions,  only  because  they 
were  Jews.  Evidently,  then,  their  immediate 
wants  and  necessities  "systematically  suffered 
for  their  adherence  to  Judaism."  Where  was 
the  course  of  least  resistance  for  a  way  out  of 
this  condition?  From  Bickerman's  point  of 
view  it  should  be  in  apostasy.  Nowadays,  it 
is  true,  even  an  apostate  is  considered  to  be  a 
Jew,  but  in  Spain  apostates  were  encouraged 
and  married  Spanish  maidens. 

The  easiest  and  simplest  of  all  means  ap- 
pears—to cease  to  be  Jews,  and  the  "immediate 
wants  and  necessities"  would  be  satisfied.  In- 
stead of  this  we   see  that  the  Jews  sacrifice 
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everj'thing  and  do  not  surrender  themselves. 
This  is,  Bickerman  thinks,  an  obstinate  and 
systematic  deviation  from  the  course  of  least 
resistance.  How  can  he  explain  this  enigma? 
To  ourselves  we  explain  it  very  simply.  The 
masses,  for  the  satisfaction  of  their  dominant 
needs,  direct  themselves  along  a  course  of 
least  resistance,  and  it  is  impossible  for  them 
to  divert  from  this  course.  Evidently,  it  is  not 
for  Bickerman  to  know  what  needs  are  more 
supreme  for  the  masses  and  which  course  ap- 
pears to  offer  the  least  resistance.  If  the 
Jews  suffer  so  many  centuries  for. their  Juda- 
ism, it  means  that  they  have  the  predominant 
need  to  preserve  their  Judaism;  and  to  re- 
nounce this  need  would  be  immeasurably  more 
difficult  than  the  renunciation  of  a  free  satis- 
faction of  this  daily  want.  Just  as  well  as  the 
Puritans,  finding  themselves  in  a  position  simi- 
lar to  the  Jews,  considered  that  the  course  of 
least  resistance  was  not  in  a  struggle  in  th^ir 
place,  but  in  a  mass  emigration;  so  the  Jews 
who  have  suffered  more  than  the  Puritans 
suffered  and  have  lost  all  hope  of  any  possi- 
bility to  live  humanely  in  the  Goluth,  and  find 
in  Zionism  the  course  of  least  resistance. 

The  third  objection  of  Bickerman  to  Zionism 
is  that  it  is  a  purely  negative  movement,  called 
out  only  by  Anti-Semitism.  The  Zionist  idea 
is  but  the  result  of  offended  self-love  and  a 
panic  fear  at  time  of  calamities.  To  protect 
themselves  from  these  calamities  k  would  be 
sufficient  to  adopt  Bickerman's  course,  the 
course  of  least  resistance,  t.  c,  to  renounce 
that  which  causes  these  calamities — "the  Semit- 
ism."  This  would  be  a  plain  flight,  a  perfectly 
negative  movement,  caused  by  persecution.  If, 
insttad  of  accepting  apostasy,  we  call  on  each 
other  for  deeds,  which  appear  difficult,  it  is 
clear  that  we  do  not  so  much  escape  persecu- 
tions as  we  preserve  something  positive.  We 
do  not  escape  helter-skelter  fi*om  persecution, 
but  we  save  something  that  is  precious  to  us, 
some  flower,  which  we  wish  to  plant  again  and 
rear  on  its  native  soil.  This  is  the  princi- 
pal impulse  of  Zionism. 

Between  Zionism  and  Anti-Semitism  there 
is  "a  spiritual  relation,"  says  Bickerman.  In 
its  fundamental  premises  Zionism  is  based  on 
the  principles  of  Anti-Semitism.    Max  Nordau 


says  that  Anti-Semitism  will  continue  to  exist 
in  the  distant  future,  because  it  is  in  th« 
closest  relation  with  the  fundamental  qualitiei 
of  human  thought  and  sentiment.  It  is  peculiar 
that  in  this  regard  Kautsky  agrees  with  Max 
Nordau,  for  he  states  that  Anti-Semitism  will 
disappear  only  when  Semites  will  disappear, 
Bickerman  has  a  wrong  idea  in  believing  that 
Zionism  is  based  only  upon  Anti-Semitism. 
Our  movement  is  yet  in  its  infancy  and  is 
waiting  for  its  scientific  theorist,  but  we  are 
assured  that  in  the  scheme  of  theoretic  ele- 
ments of  Zionism,  Anti-Semitism  and  Juden- 
not  will  occupy  a  very  modest  place.  The 
theory  will  probably  be  such ;  each  racial  group 
naturally  tends  to  a  complete  independence  in 
all  forms  and  processes  of  its  cultural  activity 
of  life;  therefore,  the  prospective  of  assimila- 
tion excites  in  this  group  a  resistance,  a  strug- 
gle for  national  self-preservation;  after  the 
loss  of  the  natural  isolating  means,  the  national 
territory,  this  impulse  of  national  self-preser- 
vation compelled  the  Jews  to  fence  themselves 
in  artificially  by  religious  dogmatism,  in  order 
to  preserve  themselves  from  an  amalgamation 
with  other  people.  The  new  social  economic 
conditions  tore  down  the  Ghetto  walls;  with 
it,  the  artificial  fence,  the  religious  dogmatism, 
which  preserved  Judaism  from  dissolution  in 
strange  lands,  began  to  crumble.  The 
natural  impulse  of  national  self-preservation 
incites  Jewr>'  to  strive  for  a  re-establish- 
ment of  the  natural  isolating  means,  i.  e., 
national  autonomous  territory  in  order  to  se- 
cure forever  for  the  national  individuality  the 
complete  culture  in  all  its .  forms  of  activity. 
Anti-Semitism  will  be  considered  by  the  theo- 
rist only  a  minor  detail 

As  an  argument  for  Zionist  agitation  the  use 
of  Anti-Semitism,  especially  "raised  to  a  prin- 
ciple," is  of  course  very  useful  and  convenient. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  Anti-Semitism  assists 
greatly  to  reawaken  the  national  sentiment,  but 
never  to  create  it.  The  role  of  Anti-Semitism 
resembles  that  of  a  flea;  the  sleeping  be- 
ing aroused  by  the  flea-bite  betakes  himself 
to  his  productive  work  not  for  the  sake  of  the 
unclean  insect,  but  out  of  the  instinct  of  life 
and  labor  which  is  inborn  in  him. 

Further,  Bickerman  states,  that  because  Zi- 
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onism  is  in  character  defensive,  conservative, 
therefore  it  is  "unavoidably  reactionary.*' 
Bickerman  will  admit,  that  when  it  is  threat- 
ened with  danger,  a  good  thing  becomes  nec- 
essary to  "safeguard"  it.  Another  not  less 
ridiculous  statement  is  made  by  Bickerman, 
that  there  is  nothing  cheaper  than  to  become  a 
Zionist :  all  that  is  necessary  is  to  declare  one- 
self a  Zionist  and  pay  the  dues;  no  work  is 
required,  and  no  acceptance  of  any  ideas  is 
demanded  of  any  one;  it  is  clear  proof  that 
Zionism  is  one  thing  and  life  quite  another 
thing.  Is  it  possible  that  Bickerman  is  not 
aware  that  in  all  countries  there  is  nothing 
cheaper  than  to  enlist  oneself  in  any  party — 
all  that  is  sufficient  is  to  state  etc.,  etc.,  and 
for  this  no  action  of  any  kind  is  demanded. 
Bickerman  expresses  his  singularity  also  by 
other  statements,  such  as:  "A  people  spending 
its  strength  for  the  creation  of  a  new  state 
would  unavoidably  slacken  in  its  culture,  a 
truth  supported  by  universal  history.  The  Zi- 
onists ask  us  to  leave,  in  order  to  begin  anew 
in  a  new  place,  to  submit  several  generations 
to  suffering  in  order  to  reach  only  some  cen- 
turies later  that  condition  of  culture  in  which 
we  are  now."  To  this  we  can  reply  that  all 
the  well-read  people  know  that  just  those 
who  created  new  states,  for  instance  the 
North  American  and  Australian  immigrants, 
made  the  greatest  advances  in  a  very  short 
time  and  that  they  are  now  far  ahead  of  old 
Europe,  in  cultural  conditions. 

Bickerman  concludes  with  a  statement  that 
the  realization  of  Zionism  would  destroy 
Jewry, — the  Jewish  race  and  the  Jewish  cul- 
ture; that  in  the  process  of  state- formation  an 
assimilation  of  races  will  occur.  To  this  we 
can  reply  to  Bickerman  that  the  Zionists  do 
not  expect  the  state-formation  by  Jews  plus 
also  some  other  nationalities,  but  expect  that 
the  Jews  will  succeed  in  gaining  the  cession  of 
Palestine  to  the  Jews  for  the  creation  of  a 
Jezvish  state.  No  one  will  come  to  our  assist- 
ance (perhaps  there  some  will  come  to  dis-  ' 
turb,  but  that  is  a  different  question),  and 
there  will  be  no  one  to  assimilate  with.  The 
handful  of  native  Arabians  will  display  just 
as  much  willingness  to  assimilate  with  us  as 


we    have    with    the    dominating    nations    in 
Goluth. 

Having  in  a  short  manner  examined  the  di- 
rect and  indirect  methods  of  criticizing  our 
movement,  we  notice  how  contemptuously  our 
critics  treat  a  great  movement  and  criticize  it 
in  an  off-hand  way.  They  only  display  a  lack 
of  seriousness  and  deep  thought  toward  a 
movement  in  which  take  part  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  people  with  definite,  practical  ideas. 
One  can  ag^ree  or  disagree,  co-operate  or  op- 
pose; only  a  man  with  a  superficial  mind  can 
content  himself  with  a  shrug  of  the  shoulders, 
with  lamentations  that  the  movement  is  a  re- 
active one,  or,  what  is  least  likely,  to  proclaim 
it  a  Utopia, — a  miserable  word,  taken  from  the 
dictionary  of  a  coward,  a  word  unbecoming 
a  serious  man  to  repeat  Many  things  which 
but  half  a  century  ago  were  called  Utopian  are 
now  conquering  the  world.  In  conclusion,  we 
will  ask  our  critics  to  regard  our  movement 
with  a  deeper  consideration;  they  will  render 
thus  a  service  of  a  greater  degree  to  themselves 
than  to  us.  In  what  concerns  us,  every  ex- 
pression of  sympathy  from  outside  is  to  us 
very  agreeable  and  precious,  but  one  need  not 
think  that  Zionism  is  wandering  on  its  road 
with  outstretched  arms,  begging  strangers  for 
a  gift  of  sympathy. 

.  We  are  greatly  aware  that  our  salvation  is 
not  in  the  sympathy  of  an  outside  people  but 
it  must  come  through  our  own  self-help.  A 
cheerful  word  from  a  stranger  does  not  throw 
us  into  ecstacy,  nor  a  disapproval  of 
a  stranger  into  confusion  and  thus  weaken 
our  determination .  We  go  on  our  way,  because 
we  are  impelled  by  an  insurmountable  impera- 
tive; in  the  strength  of  this  imperative  is 
our  cheer  and  vitality.  We  go  on  straight 
forward  our  own  way,  not  awaiting  praises 
and  approvals  of  our  friends,  nor  from  those 
who  wish  to  remain  strangers. 

In  the  restoration  of  the  fatherland  of 
Garibaldi,  the  Italian  motto  was  "Vltaly  fara 
de  ^^— "Italy  will  help  itself,"  and  with  this 
the  Italians  gained  their  victory.  We  too  will 
restore  our  fatherland  by  self-help  and  re- 
juvenate our  people  by  the  language  of  the 
Torah  "ivirt  be  writ." 
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A  Jewish  Seminary  in  Jerusalem 


By  Benno  Leon 


IN  viewing  the  majestic  ruins  of 
the  Holy  City  and  in  comparing 
them  with  the  mean  structures 
that  a  modern  age  has  erected,  one  cannot 
suppress  that  feeling  of  melancholy  which 
always  haunts  the  mind  whenever  it  cdntem- 
plates  the  sad  changes  that  time  has  wrought 

There  are  some  buildings  in  Jerusalem  that 
do  not  excite  this  sense  of  gloom,  but  'rather 
by  their  unfailing  charms  more  than  compen- 
sate for  the  desolation  around  them.  These 
are  the  school-houses.  Within  these  domains 
still  linger  the  rays  of  cheerfulness  and  sanc- 
tity reflected  from  the  marble  walls  of  the 
Temple.  These  schools  stand  to-day  as  liv- 
ing monuments  of  a  piety  which  Assyria  could 
not  vanquish;  of  a  love  for  learning  which 
Rome  could  not  destroy. 

Within  some  sequestered  courtyard,  some 
ancient  synagogue  or  some  wide  upper-cham- 
ber, so  abundant  throughout  the  Holy  City, 
learning  loves  to  dwell.  Places  are  chosen 
which  are  free  from  noise  and  which  con- 
tain the  marks  the  ages  have  left.  The  his- 
tory of  his  forefathers  must  fully  penetrate 
into  the  pupil's  mind,  and  must  arouse  in  him 
the  determination  never  to  depart  from  their 
instructions.  In  that  atmosphere  the  beauty 
of  the  Bible  speaks  most  powerfully  to  the 
youthful  heart. 

The  delight  which  accompanied  my  visit  to 
one  of  the  elementary  schools  of  Jerusalem  in-« 
duced  me  also  to  visit  one  of  the  higher  insti- 
tutions of  learning. 

One  afternoon  in  June  I  walked  down  that 
street  which  leads  to  the  Jericho  Gate— a 
street  abounding  in  vaulted  cook-shops  and 
grotto-like  vegetable  stores — a  street  where 
many  strange  sounds  are  heard ;  predominating 
among  them,  the  long-drawn-out  backsheesh 
cry  of  the  beggar  and  the  dulcet  music  of  the 
sherbet  vendor's  cymbals.  These  sounds,  how- 
ever, gradually  died  away,  and  as  I  approached 


the  Haram  Area  nothing  broke  the  intense  si- 
lence except  the  low  melody  of  some  pious 
Moslem  chant. 

The  houses  in  that  vicinity  bore  the  marks 
of  age  and  indicated  by  their  massive  nail- 
studded  doors  and  thick  iron-grated  windows 
that  they  were  tenanted' by  Moslems.  Among 
these  buildings  was  one  which  was  not  equip- 
ped with  such  contrivances  for  concealment, 
and  which  did  not  share  the  forsaken  aspect 
of  the  rest.  Its  broad  windows  gave  free  ac- 
cess to  air  and  sunshine,  and  its  large  door 
stood  open  to  all  those  who  might  choose  to 
enter.  Nevertheless,  it  seemed  as  much  im- 
mune from  disturbance  as  the  adjacent  houses. 
There  was  no  sign  of  an  educational  estab- 
lishment, but  as  I  approached  the  door  I  no- 
ticed the  following  verse  enchiseled  upon  the 
lintel  of  the  door: 

"The  ways  of  the  law  are  ways  of  pleasant- 
ness and  all  her  paths  are  peace." 

In  the  courtyard  there  was  nobody  to  be 
seen  and.  the  lusty  sounds,  with  which  the 
Talmud  is  studied,  fell  upon  my  ears  as  the 
buzzing  of  bumblebees  and  told  me  that  the 
students  were  hammering  away  at  their  les- 
sons. But  despite  their  energy  these  sounds 
were  not  without  a  certain  charm;  they  add- 
ed cheerfulness  to  tranquility. 

While  I  was  admiring  the  arrangement  of 
the  courtyard,  that  appeared  to  fit  it  so  well 
as  a  recreation  place  for  the  students,  I  be- 
came aware  that  there  was  yet  another  place 
for  this  purpose — one  that  afforded  better  shel- 
ter from  the  heat. 

A  few  steps  from  the  well  was  a  green, 
wooden  door,  that  stood  half  open  and  per- 
mitted a  view  into  a  spacious  enclosure,  where 
a  huge  plane  tree  and  several  cypresses  pro- 
duced a  cool  and  soothing  shade.  A  wooden 
bench  encircled  the  trunk  of  the  plane  tree, 
and  seats  of  wood  and  stone  were  irregularly 
distributed  in  the  shade  of  the  cypresses.  There 
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the  student  could  find  repose  from  the  fatigue 
that  not  infrequently  attends  the  poring  over 
Talmudical  dialectics  or  over  the  commentaries 
of  Rashi  or  Alfasi. 

The  singular  neatness  which  everything  dis- 
played pointed  to  the  influence  of  a  fostering 
hand.  That  matronly  woman,  no  doubt,  who 
was  just  coming  up  from  the  basement,  pos- 
sessed this  tender  hand,  for  I  soon  saw  her 
bending  over  a  little  grass-plot  and  plucking 
out  some  of  the  puny  weeds,  scattered  here 
and  there  among  the  emerald  blades.  She  was 
neatly  appareled.  Her  apron  was  as  white 
as  snow  and  the  cap  beneath  which  her  tresses 
were  confined  bore  the  marks  of  careful  starch- 
ing and  ironing. 

Having  told  her  on  what  quest  I  had  come, 
she  said:  "You  are  welcome  to  inspect  every- 
thing to  your  heart's  content,  but  should  the 
noon-day  sun  prove  too  exhaustive  for  you  I 
shall  be  glad  to  entertain  you  at  my  chamber, 
where  it  is  cool  and  where  you  can  refresh 
yourself  before  proceeding  further." 

Already  I  felt  a  little  oppressed  with  the 
glowing  sunbeams,  and  I  instantly  accepted  her 
kind  invitation.  So  she  led  me  down  into  her 
little  chamber  where,  in  the  gentlest  atmos- 
phere, she  had  passed  twenty  years  of  her  life. 
The  very  door-post  exhibited  the  influence  of 
profound  piety,  for  it  was  adorned  with  a  large 
mesusah;  a  talisman  against  evil  spirits. 

It  was  a  quaint  room.  The  sunbeams  were 
tempered  by  the  faded  chintz  curtains  with 
which  the  windows  were  hung.  The  vaulted 
ceiling  was*  painted  deep  blue,  while  the  floor 
was  paved  with  serried  little  stones,  that  by 
long  years  of  scrubbing  had  acquired  a  bright, 
fanciful  lustre.  In  a  narrow  alcove  stood  a 
bed  which  displayed  the  artistic  attempts  of 
days  gone  by.  Near  the  bed  was  an  old- 
fashioned  chest  of  drawers,  upon  which  a  cat 
was  fast  asleep,  lulled  to  repose,  probably,  by 
the  monody  of  a  clock  upon  the  wall.  A 
siddur  as  well  as  a  tattered  copy  of  the  Sefer 
Hayaschar,  so  full  of  solemn  tales  and  devout 
legends,  lay  upon  the  table,  where  also  stood  a 
vase — a  beautiful  vase  such  as  the  Gibeonites 
knew  best  how  to  fashion. 

My  hostess  placed  before  me  a  platter  of 
grapes   and    then,    sitting   down    in    her   arm- 


chair, she  related  to  me  several  stories  of  stu- 
dent life. 

"Few,"  she  said  at  the  end  of  a  striking: 
narrative,  "can  imagine  how  deep  the  impres- 
sions are  which  students  leave  behind  tbem 
upon  those  who  knew  them  in  their  college- 
days.  There  is  the  pale  little  Mordecai  who 
used  to  slip  away  from  his  studies  to  sing  and 
to  dream  beneath  those  cypresses.  There  is 
the  frowning  Chayim  ever  accustomed  to  fierce 
disputes.  And  there  is  the  merry  Johanai> 
who  could  never  brook  a  moment  of  melan- 
choly. None  oi  them  can  I  ever  forget,  and 
the  faces  of  those  who  came  here  to  seek  for 
the  best  way  through  the  gate  of  life  grow 
wondrously  brighter  with  each  waning  year. 
We  feel  intense  sympathy  with  young  men  who- 
early  become  conscious  of  the  great  earnest- 
ness of  life,  who  turn  away  from  frivolities  and 
strive  with  all  their  power  to  attain  true  wis- 
dom." 

When  she  had  told  me  many  of  her  recol- 
lections of  the  students,  I  requested  her  alsa 
to  give  me  some  information  in  regard  to  the 
then  President  of  the  Academy.  "He  will 
charm  you,"  she  replied,  **by  his  vast  knowl- 
edge and  rich  fund  of  warm  sympathy.  He 
loves  to  raise  young  men  from  superstition 
and  arrogance,  and  glories  in  their  improve- 
ment. Like  a  skilled  musician  who  can  de- 
tect every  flaw  in  his  instrument,  he  readily 
perceives  every  fault  of  a  student,  and  straight- 
way he  endeavors  to  mend  it.  But  in  doing  so 
he  never  uses  harsh  measures.  Tenderness 
and  discrimination  always  mark  his  actions. 
So  fond,  however,  of  solitude  and  silent  medi- 
tation is  hp  that  if  you  wish  to  see  him  you 
will  have  to  pass  through  a  small  gate  on  the 
first  floor,  and  ascend  a  long  staircase  which 
leads  to  the  roof.  There  you  will  find  his  soli- 
tary study-chamber." 

With  a  grateful  heart   I  took  leave  of  my 
hostess  and  from  her  room,  so  securely  shel- 
tered beneath  the  wings  of  goodwill  and  con- 
tentment, and  went  up  the  broad  stairs  to  the 
classroom,  oh  the  first  floor. 
The  lofty  door  stood  ajar,  and  the  windows 
were  wide  open  so  as  to  admit  the  faint  breeze 
of  which  the  toiling  students  appeared  much  in 
need.     They  sat,  about  twenty  in  all,  on  the 
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proverbially  hard  yeshibah  benches  around 
long,  square  tables  with  the  folios  of  the  Tal- 
mud open  before  them.  Two  instructors  pre- 
sided over  them.  One  of  them,  a  man  of  ami- 
able disposition,  came  forward  to  meet  me,  and 
after  cordially  shaking  my  hand,  he  invited  me 
to  listen  to  a  much-mooted  question  in  the 
treatise  Pesachim,  concerning  the  paschal  sac- 
rifice. 

There  were  five  students  occupied  with  this 
discussion,  and  from  the  perspiration  upon 
their  foreheads  and  the  anxiety  which  their 
brows  revealed  it  could  be  seen  that  the  sub- 
ject was  not  at  all  an  easy  one.  Upon  one  of 
them  the  teacher  called  for  a  lucid  translation 
of  a  sentence  which  they  were  about  to  dis- 
cuss in  reference  to  foregoing  remarks,  but  the 
student  evidently  could  not  steer  clear  through 
the  sea  of  Aramaic  phraseology,  and  after  mak- 
ing some  vain  guesses  had  to  give  it  up.  This 
unsuccessful  attempt  earned  him  a  scolding 
rebuke  from  the  teacher,  "Not  so  much  for  not 
knowing  as  for  indulging  in  guess-work." 

Another  student  was  called  upon  to  render 
the  text  clear.  This  one  rushed  into  the  sen- 
tence with  fiery  enthusiasm,  storming  the  sub- 
ject, and  finally  reducing  the  predicate.  His 
zeal  evoked  a  word  of  praise  from  the  teacher, 
who  said:  "You  have  done  very  well,  and  you 
do  not  lack  enthusiasm,  which  is  the  most  es- 
sential companion  of  those  who  pursue  knowl- 
edge." 

Never  did  a  warrior's  face  glow  with  more 
intense  joy  at  having  won  a  battle  than  did 
this  student's  at  having  succeeded  in  his  trans- 
lation. 

But  he  was  by  no  means  the  only  one  in 
the  hall  possessing  energy  and  subtlety. 
Though  the  heat  was  depressing,  there  was  not 
a  languid  face  visible  in  the  room.  The  keen 
arguments  of  the  Amoraitn  were  well  fitted 
to  quicken  the  intellect  and  to  keep  the  atten- 
tion from  flagging.  Nay,  even  the  two  young 
boys  whose  precocity  had  gained  them  admis- 
sion into  the  college  were  engaged  with  themes 
that  required  close  deliberation. 

That  such  little  ones  should  manifest  so 
much  proficiency  must  have  acted  as  an  in- 
centive to  those  who  sat  at  the  table  next  to 
them,  for  there  the  most  violent  debates  were 


carried  on.  Indeed,  the  wild  gestures  and 
loud  voices  made  it  appear  as  if  they  were 
engaged  in  fierce  strife,  but  I  soon  perceived 
that  tranquility  predominated  in  them. 

As  soon  as  they  had  finished  their  lessons 
and  were  going  down  to  refresh  themselves  in 
the  garden  I  was  astonished  at  the  serenity 
and  composure  which  their  countenances  now 
displayed.  There  were  no  brows  wrinkled  by 
anger,  no  cheeks  reddened  by  intemperance, 
and  no  round  shoulders  to  tell  of  too  much 
stooping  over  books.  In  their  complexions  wat 
the  beautiful  tint  of  the  rich  olives  of  their 
own  native  hills. 

The  instructor,  whom  I  had  met  before, 
stood  watching  them  with  a  benevolent  smile  as 
they  descended  the  stairs. 

"Tell  me,"  said  I  to  him,  "how  is  it  that 
your  pupils,  who  occupy  themselves  with  the 
stem  speculations  of  the  rabbis,  are  so  fresh 
and  gay?" 

"It  is  due,"  replied  he,  "to  their  strict  ad- 
herence to  the  hygienic  laws  laid  down  in  the 
Talmud.  They  would  perhaps  not  have  been 
as  industrious  and  consequently  not  as  cheer- 
ful if  it  had  not  been  for  their  poverty.  Pov- 
erty has  forced  many  a  one  into  the  path  of 
health  and  morality.  The  small  allowance 
which  they  receive  from  the  college  is  not  suf- 
ficient for  their  support.  Hence  they  have  to 
turn  to  other  sources  for  a  livelihood.  Many, 
aside  from  pursuing  the  Torah,  are  compelled 
to  follow  some  handicraft.  This,  indeed,  is 
entirely  in  keeping  with  the  spirit  of  the  Tal- 
mud, for  many  of  the  greatest  rabbis  supported 
themselves  by  the  performance  of  manual  la- 
bor. By  thus  dividing  their  time  the  stu- 
dents gain  physical  strength  as  well  as  that 
contentment  of  mind  which  comes  from  the 
p^trticipation  in  the  common  toil  of  mankind. 

"Another  cause  of  their  excellent  heahh  may 
be  found  in  their  strict  temperance.  Meat, 
aside  from  being  unnecessary  in  this  warm 
clime,  they  cannot  afford  to  buy  unless  it  be  for 
the  Sabbath  and  the  holidays.  Wine,  though 
comparatively  cheap  here,  has  very  few  de- 
votees among  them,  and  even  these  are  very 
inconstant,  partaking  of  it  only  on  festive  oc- 
.  casions. 

"Then   the  fresh  mountain  air  which   they 
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cof.tinoally  breathe  must,  no  dvuVt,  contrib- 
ute much  to  their  wonderful  vij^or.  They  have 
frequent  intervals  for  enjo>-:ng  the  scent  of 
the  grass  in  the  garden  and  the  cool  shade  of 
the  c>-press-  Often  they  also  devote  days  for 
excursions  to  the  picturesque  and  highly  in- 
teresting neighborhood  of  Jerusalem.  At  the 
crystal  spring  of  Kulonieh,  among  the  beauti- 
ful flower-beds  of  the  Wady  El  Weid,  and 
along  the  shadowy  avenues  of  Ain  Karim  arc 
their  favorite  resting  places.  The  sages  of 
the  Ta!mud  knew  that  the  scenes  of  nature 
exert  a  whole:»ome  influence  upon  the  young 
and,  therefore,  the>'  selected  the  most  lovely 
spots  for  their  schools.** 

Thus  he  spoke,  and  then  hearing  that  I 
wished  to  sec  the  president,  he  directed  mc, 
throtigh  a  private  door,  to  a  long  and  narrow 
staircase  embellished  with  an  iron  balustrade 
which  was  streaked  with  rust 

This  flight  of  stairs  led  me  to  the  roof, 
where  I  soon  beheld  the  principal's  oflke:  a 
small,  rectangular  and  whitewashed  structure. 
All  around  it  upon  the  withered  grass  of  the 
floor  and  upon  the  broad  window-sills  were 
scattered  many  books,  yellow  with  age,  mani- 
festly out  for  an  airing  in  this  sunny  June 
afternoon.  The  breeze  played  quite  wantonly 
with  the  worn  pages  of  Torath  Hayim  and 
Toldoth  Jacob  as  if  of  a  mind  to  carry  away 
part  of  the  wisdom  of  these  reverend  voliunes. 

The  door  of  the  studio  was  wide  open.  Be- 
fore a  desk  piled  up  with  books  and  papers 
sat  the  president  (Rosh  Yeshibah).  His  eye 
rested  upon  a  book  before  him  with  a  gaze 
which  denoted  listlessness  to  everything  else. 
Upon  his  face  was  the  flush  of  ardent  eflFort 

As  he  did  not  notice  me  at  once,  I  took  the ' 
opportunity,  meanwhile,  to  examine  the  room 
and  the  prospect  it  admitted.  There  was  so 
much  harmony  and  artless  loveliness  about  this 
room  that  I  though  such  an  atmosphere  must 
have  pervaded  the  little  chamber  of  Elisha  at 
Shunna.  In  the  furniture,  which  consisted  of 
a  desk,  chair  and  sofa,  was  manifested  the  ap- 
preciation of  simplicity.  A  long  pipe  of 
cherry-wood  reposed  upon  the  sofa.  Above 
the  desk  himg  a  picture  of  Rabbi  Levi  Ibn 
Habib,  who  had  done  much  towards  further- 
thc  educational  work  in  the  Holy  City.  At 
the  opposite  side  of  the  chamber  was  a  map 


of  Palestine  and  from  a  peg  near  it  was  sus- 
pended a  peculiarly  shaped  hat  of  black  velvet 
edged  with  fox  fur. 

From  one  of  the  windows  I  could  look  down 
ir.to  the  flower  garden  where  the  students  were 
st;!i  amusing  themselves,  some  with  snatches 
of  poetry  such  as  patriotism  draws  out  of  a 
fer\ent  soul,  and  others  with  gentle  conver- 
sation such  as  friendship  calls  forth  out  of 
a  budding  heart 

Not  in  the  least  wearied,  I  gazed  for  per- 
haps half  an  hour  upon  the  rich  roof  scenes 
unfolded  before  my  \-iew  and  upon  the  blue 
mountains  of  Moab  that  towered  like  eternal 
barriers  between  the  teeming  East  and  the 
chosen  Land  of  Israel 

The  president  had  closed  his  desk  and  was 
now  contentedly  reclining  in  his  chair.  I 
perceived  that  he  was  quite  young  yet,  thoogfa 
his  face  already  possessed  those  furrows  whidi 
in  most  cases  come  only  after  long  devotion 
to  the  great  problems  of  htmianit>*.  A  blonde 
waving  beard  and  eyes  radiant  with  inef- 
fable benevolence  contributed  much  to  the  no- 
bility and  thoughtfulness  of  his  countenance. 
It  seemed  as  if  nature  had  endowed  him  with 
the  qualities  most  essential  for  his  position: 
great  moral  power  united  to  a  mild  disposi- 
tion. 

He  beckoned  me  to  sit  down  upon  the  sofa, 
and  after  having  heard  on  what  purpose  I  had 
come,  he  inquired  whether  I  did  not  find  the 
long  flight  of  stairs  rather  tiresome,  to  which 
I  replied  that  instead  of  fatigue,  they  afforded 
me  some  pleasant  exercise. 

"In  selecting  this  room  for  my  study,"  said 
he,  "I  sought  for  a  retreat  which  would  not 
utterly  prevent  me  from  seeing  the  multitude. 
The  student  is  much  aided  in  his  work  when 
plenty  of  fresh  air  and  sunshine  and  the  scent 
of  flowers  and  the  song  of  birds  and  the  voice 
of  gladness  enter  his  chamber.  Even  the 
sounds  of  labor  are  helpful,  if  not  in  excess. 

"While  speaking  about  aids  to  education," 
continued  he,  "I  cannot  but  remember  those 
poor  Jewish  students  in  Russia  and  their  ex- 
traordinary efforts  in  an  atmosphere  so  an- 
tagonistic to  learning.  I  often  thought  if  those 
young  men  were  to  come  back  to  their  own 
country — to  this  land  of  Morning — how  would 
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that  glimmering  of  manifold  genius  burst  forth 
into  a  divine  blaze  1  Beneath  the  clear  sky  of 
Palestine  how  would  their  souls  respond  to 
the  fields  where  David  strung  his  harp  and  to 
the  hills  where  Isaiah  spoke  his  prophecies. 
Here  their  lofty  thoughts  would  find  unre- 
strained expression.  Poetry  would  flourish. 
Painting  and  sculpture  would  be  emancipated 
from  the  claims  which  tyranny  has  thrown 
al)out  them." 

"But,"  said  I,  **is  not  the  spirit  of  the  Bible 
opposed  to  painting  and  sculpture?" 

**This  is  true,"  answered  he,  "insofar  as 
idolatry  is  concerned,  but  upon  elevating  art 
the  Scripture  places  no  restrictions.  As  long 
as  we  look  upon  the  most  beautiful  things  of 
the  world  only  as  upon  reflections  of  divine 
beauty,  we  are  in  no  danger  of  becoming 
idolaters.  Therefore  the  things  of  supremest 
beauty,  which  our  eyes  behold,  ought  only  to 
engender  in  us  the  desire  to  live  in  that  man- 
ner which  will  render  us  worthy  to  view  their 
divine  original.  Art,  when  thus  taken,  leads 
us  to  virtue.  But,  when  fascinated  with  the 
glorious  things  we  see,  we  take  them  for  sub- 
stantial and  unite  our  souls  to  them,  we  are  in 
union  merely  with  shadows:  thus  forever 
lost  to  true  glory." 

Now  that  the  air  was  cool  and  pleasant,  the 
roofs  were  covered  with  people  seeking  to  in- 
hale the  aroma  and  the  loveliness  of  this  June 
evening.     All   had   their   eyes   turned   to   the 


golden  visions  that  inspired  one  heart  with 
peace  and  another  with  love.  From  several 
housetops  boys  were  flying  many-colored  kites 
and  were  aspiringly  watching  them  as  they 
gradually  disappeared  in  the  blue  and  bound- 
less distance. 

"Men  may  live  in  countries,"  resumed  the 
president,  in  a  tone  of  deep  emotion,  "where 
the  scenes  are  more  rich,  where  wealth  it  more 
abundant,  but  as  for  me,  let  me  ever  dwell 
within  sight  of  these  well-known  visions  of 
childhood.  They  cause  my  heart  to  overflow 
with  calm  and  inexpressible  delight.  Their 
gentle  beauty  is  utterly  incommunicable. 
Nevertheless  the  Bible  reflects  the  sweet  sim- 
plicity of  the  sphere  in  which  it  was  written. 
Hence  its  incomparable  freshness,  its  never- 
dying  charm.  Such  surroundings,  tender  and 
innocent  and  sublime,  could  inspire  the  flow  of 
sacred  sentiments.  Beneath  the  willows  of 
Babylon,  in  the  strangers'  land,  were  not  the 
elevating  suggestions  to  inspire  the  divine 
harp.  How  shall  we  sing  the  Lord's  song  in 
a  strange  land? 

"The  young  generation  must  learn  to  love 
Jerusalem  with  the  fervency  of  David,  and 
must  learn  to  see  in  its  future,  the  glory  whidi 
Isaiah  has  foreseen.  In  so  doing,  the  ladder 
that  reaches  into  heaven  will  ever  remain  in 
their  possession." 

Thus  spoke  the  president,  concluding  the 
last  sentence  with  much  emphasis. 
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Seenes  in  Palestine 


Jerusalem 


A  JEBUSALBM    8TRBET. 


North  Gate,  Jbrusalem 

TakgM  by  SIR  EDWARD  D.  STERN.  By  Courtesy  of  The  AmertcoM  Hebr*vj. 
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The  Palestine  Committee  in  Odessa:  Its  Origin, 
Development,  and  Activity 


By  S.  RavikoTitch,  in  Pa«lettiiia 


THE  Russian- Jewish  Palestine  Com- 
mittee, with  its  effective  organ,  the 
Odessa  Committee,  is  not  only  the 
oldest  of  all  modern  Palestinian  col- 
onizing associations,  but  also  without  question 
by  far  the  most  active  institution  of  its  kind. 
In  the  sixteen  years  of  its  existence,  in  spite 
of  the  most  difficult  circumstances  and  con- 
ditions under  which  it  was  obliged  to  work 
in  Russia,  it  has  succeeded  in  raising  no  less 
than  two  million  marks  for  various  coloniz- 
ing purposes.  Its  successful  activity  extends 
over  almost  all  provinces  of  Jewish  colon- 
izing operations  in  the  Holy  Land.  Among 
its  expense  items  we  find  the  purchase  of  land, 
establishment  of  new  farms,  support  of  already 
■existing  farming  establishments,  schools,  li- 
braries, kindergartens,  hospitals,  loan  funds, 
support  of  workingmen,  philanthropic  institu- 
tions of  all  kinds,  etc.  Despite  all  this  there 
is  scarcely  another  institution  of  such  magni- 
tude that  is  so  unknown  among  West-Europ- 
ean Jews  as  the  Odessa  Palestine  Committee. 
Until  recently,  no  interest  at  all  has  been 
taken  in  this  deserving  instrument  in  our 
movement.  Many  Zionists  even  to-day  speak 
of  the  Odessa  Committee  as  of  an  institution 
of  supposedly  pure  philanthropic  and  ex- 
pressly anti-political  character.  The  latter 
may  have  been  correctly  descriptive  in  certain 
periods  of  its  history.  It  is  no  longer  so,  since 
Mr.  Ussischkin,  member  of  the  smaller  Zion- 
its  Executive  Committee  is  at  the  head.  We 
therefore  hope  to  supply  a  certain  lack  in 
Zionistic  literature  by  giving,  from  time  to 
time,  correct  reports  of  the  activity  of  the  Pal- 
estinian Committee  in  Odessa.  We  thus  will 
hope  to  keep  them  in  touch  with  what  the  old- 
est colonizing  association  is  about,  in  Pales- 
ine  as  well  as  in  the  other  countries  of  the 
diaspora,  and  that,  in  perfect  harmony  with 


the  fundamental  principles  of  the  Basel  pro- 
gram. 

The  Russian-Jewish  Palestine  Association, 
or  as  its  rather  long-winded  official  title  goes, 
**The  association  for  the  advancement  and 
support  of  Jewish  farmers  and  workingmen  in 
Syria  and  Palestine,"  was  officially  established 
in  the  year  1880.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  its 
origin  and  early  development  date  back  much 
further — to  the  time  of  the  extensive  Jewish 
emigration  from  Russia,  following  upon  the 
massacres  in  the  early  eighties  of  the  preced- 
ing century.  The  thought  gradually  ripened 
in  the  minds  of  the  national-minded  Jewish 
writers  and  statesmen  of  the  time  to  make  use 
of  this  vast  emigration  that  set  in  with  the 
strength  of  an  elemental  phenomenon  of  na- 
ture, for  the  Jewish  national  idea.  They 
thought  to  direct  at  least  a  portion  of  the 
stream  to  Palestine,  to  establish  the  emigrants 
there  as  farmers  and  laborers  and  so  lay  the 
foundation  of  a  steadily  growing  Jewish  home 
in  the  Holy  Land. 

This  idea  spread  among  the  Russian  Jews 
like  wild-fire.  It  took  hold  of  nearly  the  entire 
Jewish  press  and  filled  young  and  old  with  en- 
thusiasm. TJie  idea  of  a  re-birth  of  the  tor- 
mented Jewish  people  in  Palestine  was  pro- 
pagated in  numberless  brochures  and  newspa- 
per articles.  A  large  number  of  associations 
in  Russia  and  Roumania  put  themselves  in  the 
service  of  the  sacred  cause.  A  number  of 
idealistically  minded  men  arose  and  without 
much  prevision  or  calculation  went  to  Palcs- 
ime,  and  with  inadequate  means,  established 
the  first  Jewish  colonies.  Thus  arose  in  that 
storm  and  stress  period,  the  colonies  Sichron- 
Jacob,  Rosch-Pinah,  and  Jessod-Hamalo  in 
Galilee;  Rischon-le-Zion  in  Judea.  They  also 
extended  the  colony  Petach-Tikvoh,  and  all 
this   with   insufficient  agricultural  preparation 
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and  inadequate  financial  basis.  It  is 
easily  comprehensible  how  these  brave  pio- 
neers, despite  their  enthusiasm,  fell  only  too 
soon  into  the  greatest  difficulties,  and  the 
new  undertaking  was  threatened  with  com- 
plete destruction.  At  this  critical  moment  ap- 
pears Chovevi-Zionism.  Its  motto  was:  "The 
Jewish  colonizing  work  in  Palestine,  sponta- 
neously begun,  ought  not  to  be  abandoned  to 
its  fate;  it  is  the  business  of  the  entire  people 
to  support  it  and  carry  it  farther."  There 
arose  many  associations  of  Chovevi-Zion 
(Friends  of  Palestine)  and  collections  were 
everywhere  instituted  in  behalf  of  the  threat- 
ened colonies.  But  the  distress  was  too  great 
to  be  alleviated  by  such  collections;  much  less 
could  it  be  entirely  removed.  Fortunately,  the 
colonies  found  a  patron  in  the  person  of  Baron 
Edmund  Rothschild,  who  in  1883  took  the 
three  larger  colonies — ^Rischon-le-Zion,  Sich- 
ron-Jacob  (at  that  time  "Samaria")  and 
Rosch-Pinah  under  his  wing.  There  remained 
for  the  Chovevi-Zion  to  care  for  only  Petach- 
Tikvoh,  the  sparsely  populated  Jessod-Hamalo 
and  the  members  of  the  pioneer  organization 
"Bilu." 

This  condition  lasted  until  the  year  1884, 
when  the  societies  of  the  Chovevi-Zion,  by 
that  time  became  quite  numerous,  combined  at 
Kattowitz  under  the  leadership  of  Dr.  L.  Pins- 
ker,  the  author  of  the  brochure  "Auto-emanci 
pation,"  in  a  single  association.  Thenceforth 
they  were  in  condition  to  develop  a  more  in- 
tense activity,  more  unified  and  conscious  of 
its  aim.  The  new  organization  was  able,  in  the 
six  years  between  1884  and  1890,  to  expend 
about  135,000  francs  for  Petach-Tikvoh  alone 
It  spent  an  equal  sum  on  Katra,  newly  found- 
ed by  it  for  the  members  of  "Bilu,"  and  about 
9,000  francs  besides  for  Jessod-Hamalo.  It 
should  moreover  be  mentioned  that  the  soci- 
eties of  Chovevi-Zion  were  legally  forbidden 
in  Russian,  whereby  their  activity  was  made 
very  much  more  difficult  and  dangerous.  The 
Hebrew  writer,  Zederbaum,  first  succeeded  in 
1890  in  obtaining  at  St.  Petersburg  the  neces- 
sary legal  consent  to  the  existence  of  the 
Chovevi-Zion  organization.  The  Palestine 
Association  mentioned  above  with  its  effective 
Odessa  committee  then  entered  upon  a  period 
of  activity  of  ever  wider  extent,  hemmed  in, 


it  is  true,  by  the  statute  that  allowed  it  to 
2xist,  but  growing  with  its  growing  means. 
The  old  colonies  were  built  up  and  constantly 
supported.  A  series  of  new  colonies  wei;e, 
thanks  to  the  Palestine  committee,  called  into 
existence.  Many  needs  of  a  cultural  nature 
were  satisfied  by  this  always  ready  institution. 
In  all  branches  of  Jewish  life  in  new  Pales- 
tine, the  benevolent  spirit  of  the  Odessa  com- 
mittee was  noticeable.  Unfortunately,  the 
purely  philanthropic  spirit  in  this  association 
got  the  upper  hand  and  caused  grants  and  ex- 
penditures to  be  made  which,  though  un- 
doubtedly dictated  by  noble  motives  of  pity, 
were  nevertheless,  from  the  point  of  view  of 
political  colonization,  unwise.  The  political 
tendency  has  become  more  powerful  in  the 
committee,  under  the  influence  of  political 
Zionism  since  1902.  At  its  last  general  meet- 
ing in  July,  1906,  this  tendency  won  a  com- 
plete victory  over  the  purely  philanthropic  ten- 
dencies. Most  of  the  delegates  were  of  the 
opinion  that  the  Odessa  Palestine  committee 
would  have  to  be  permeated  with  the  spirit  of 
political  Zionism  and  therefore  elected  as 
president  for  the  next  three  years,  Mr.  Ussi- 
-chkin,  member  of  the  smaller  Actions  Com- 
mittee. In  a  series  of  addresses  outlining  his 
program,  he  haa  taken  the  stand  that  the  com- 
mittee, henceforth,  ought  to  operate  as  an  in- 
tegral portion  of  the  whole  Zionistic  move- 
ment, and  hence  in  all  its  undertakings  ought 
to  be  guided  solely  by  broad  political  consid- 
erations. In  accordance  with  this  view,  there 
were  elected  to  the  committee,  along  with 
many  old  members,  a  number  of  young  men 
from  the  Zionist  camp,  and  a  set  of  modem 
principles  for  political  colonization  in  Palestine 
was  adopted.  The  recently  revised  statute,  ac- 
cepted in  considerably  expanded  form  by  the 
authorities,  helped  along  in  the  same  direction, 
by  permitting  a  much  more  complex  and  wider 
activity. 

The  circles  of  the  old  Chovevi-Zion  as  well 
as  the  political  Zionists  greeted  the  new  spirit 
joyfully.  The  Zionist  youth,  especially,  began 
again  to  rally  round  it  and  to  enter  into  its  ser- 
vice. Four  brilliant  orators,  old,  respected  agi 
tators,  journeyed  in  a  few  months  over  numer- 
ous large  and  small  cities  in  the  Caucasus,  So. 
Russia,  Poland  and  Lithuania,  gave  addresses 
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and  lectures  on  Palestine,  on  our  colonizing 
cflForts,  on  the  National  Fund,  the  Colonial 
Bank,  and  the  other  Zionistic  institutions  and 
industrial  undertakings. 

New  societies  were  formed.  The  number 
of  associates  of  the  Palestine  Committee  and 
of  members  in  the  Palestine  Society  who  paid 
annual  contributions  constantly  grew.  All  this 
expressed  itself  very  soon  in  much  greater  de- 
gree; plenty. of  money  pouring  in  on  the  com- 
mittee from  various  sources. 

Thus,  the  income  of  the  committee,  accord- 
ing to  the  preliminary  report  for  September, 
amounted  to  2,348  rubles;  for  October,  5,615 
rubles;  for  November,  4,573  rubles;  for  De- 
cember, 5,249  rubles;  for  January,  1907,  5,030 
rubles— altogether  22,815  rubles  (about  49,-000 
marks,  or  $12,250.  This  sum  is  composed  of 
membership  dues  (about  half),  plate  collec- 
tions, which  are  taken  up  on  the  eve  of  the  Dajr 
of  Atonement  in  almost  all  Russian  S3magogues 
by  friends  of  the  Palestine  Committee  (in  this 
year  alone,  these  plate  collections  amounted  to 
about  7,200  rubles),  and  all  sorts  of  other  con 
tributions,  great  and  small. 

It  should  here  be  remarked  that  the  income 
from  plate  collections,  by  a  decision  of  the 
Palestine  Committee,  is  to  be  used  to  obtain 
land  for  agricultural  laborers.  The  land  ob- 
tained is  to  be  given  over  to  the  management 
of  the  National  Fund.  The  income  from  col- 
lections on  the  evenings  devoted  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  other  hand  is  to  be  used  in  equal 
parts  for  the  purchase  of  land  and  the  school 
system  of  Palestine.  Besides  the  sums  men- 
tioned above,  the  committee  has  succeeded  in 
obtaining  through  the  intermediation  of  its 
president,  Mr.  Ussischkin,  a  contribution  of 
10,000  rubles  from  Mr.  J.  Feinberg,  of  Irkutsk, 
an  honorary  member,  for  the  erection  of  a 
building  to  house  the  girls'  school  established 
by  the  committee  at  Jaffa.  This  sum  has  already 
been  handed  over  to  the  Anglo- Palestine 
Company  in  Jaffa,  and  it  is  to  be /hoped  that 
the  wish  of  all  friends  of  our  school  in  Jaffa, 
(which  at  present  is  attended  by  over  300  pu- 
pils) to  build  for  it  a  home  of  its  own,  will 
now  be  fulfilled. 

Besides  the  sums  that  come  to  the  Odessa 
Palestine  Committee  directly,  there  are  jet 
others  which,  thanks  to  the  propagandistic  ac- 


tivity of  the  speakers  it  has  icnt  out,  accrue  to 
the  various  institutions  inaugurated  by  the 
party  (the  sale  of  stock  in  the  "Geulah,"  and  in 
the  Anglo- Palestine  Company,  etc.). 

Along  with  the  oral  agitation  there  is  a 
manifold  agitation  by  the  written  word.  In 
the  first  place  should  be  mentioned  the  weekly 
paper,  Jevreiskaja  Mysl,  established  by  the 
Palestine  Committee,  which  is  devoted  pri- 
marily to  the  pure  Palestinian  colonizing  prob- 
lem, and  which,  after  an  existence  of  only 
four  months,  shows  a  circulation  by  far  the 
largest  of  all  Zionist  organs,  an  mdication  how 
much  public  opinion  in  Zionistic  circles  is  in- 
tent upon  actual  work  in  Palestine. 

Next  to  this  weekly,  should  be  mentioned 
the  Palestine  publishing  house  founded  by  a 
member  of  the  Palestine  Committee,  and  of 
the  Zionist  Actions  Committee,  Dr.  J.  Sapir. 
This  well-calculated  undertaking  has,  thanks 
to  the  energetic  efforts  of  individual  members 
of  the  committee  as  well  as  to  the  Palestine 
Committee  as  a  whole,  become  very  success- 
ful, and  renders  excellent  service  to  our  move- 
ment. The  house  has  published  and  circulated 
by  the  thousands,  within  a  few  months,  a  series 
of  first-rate  brochures  on  various  questions 
concerning  life  in  Palestine.  At  present  the 
establishment  is  engaged  in  getting  out  the 
handbook  on  Palestine  by  Davis  Tritsch  in 
the  Russian  language,  a  treatise  on  sanitary 
hygiene  in  Palestine  by  the  physician,  H.  Joffc, 
who  has  lived  for  fifteen  years  in  Jaffa,  and 
a  collection  of  articles  on  actual  work  in  Pal- 
estine, in  Russian  and  Yiddish,  by  Prof.  War- 
burg, Dr.  Oppenheimer,  Mr.  Ussischkin,  Prof. 
B.  Schatz  and  others.  The  Palestine  Commit- 
tee, besides,  is  constantly  sending  to  its  repre- 
sentatives, propagandistic  circulars  and  is  in 
frequent  communication  by  letter  with  very 
many  places  all  through  Russia. 

The  new  committee  has  rendered  still  an- 
other service  that  ought  not  to  be  felt  unmen 
tioned.  It  has  recalled  to  life  the  Hebrew  peri- 
odical Haschiloach,  founded  by  Achad-Haam, 
which  had  ceased  to  appear  on  account  of 
financial  difficulties.  It  has  done  this,  too, 
without  itself  being  required  to  make  any  ma- 
terial sacrifice.  As  soon  as  the  newly  chosen 
Palestine  Committee  had  been  constituted,  the 
writers  and  publicists  associated  with   it,  is- 
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sued  a  call  for  the  revival  of  Haschiloach,  and 
transferred  the  management  of  the  paper  to 
the  chairman  of  the  committee,  Mr.  Ussisch- 
kin.  This  step  met  with  success,  and  the  ex- 
istence of  the  paper  is  now  absolutely  secure; 
in  fact,  the  January  issue,  on  account  of  the  un- 
expected demand,  was  entirely  sold  out  before 
the  month  was  over.  ^ 

The  following  contributions  were  approved 
by  the  committee  for  the  current  year  at  time 
of  the  completion  of  this  report:  For  schools 
and  educational  purposes — th«  girls'  school  at 
JaflFa,  15,710  fr.;  the  library  at  Jaffa,  1,500  fr.; 
the  school  of  Messrs.  Metmann  and  Bogra- 
tsclii^w.  1,200  fr.;  the  schools,  libraries,  text 
books,  Hebrew  courses  in  the  schools  of  the 
Alliance  Israelite  in  Beirut  and  similar  pur- 
poses in  Jerusalem,  the  colonies  and  the  rest 
of  Palestine,  about  36,000  fr.  Under  this 
head  should  be  included  the  donation  of  2,500 
fr.  •grrant'Cd  by  the  committee  recently  to  the 
trade-school  "Bezalel/  /at  Jerusalem,  for  a 
course  in  sculpture,  and  1,000  fr.  for  institut- 
ing an  investigation  into  educational  conditions 
in  Palestine.  The  committee  also  has  sub- 
ventioned  th€  journal  Palastina,  and  has  ip 
view  the  publication,  in  co-operation  with  the 
Zionist  Palestine  Commission  of  Berlin,  a  geo- 
graphical map  of  Palestine  in  the  Hebrew  lan- 
guage. There  have  been  provided  for  the 
printing  of  information  concerning  Palestine, 
the  sum  of  1,200  rubles  and  for  the  inaugura- 
tion of  Palestine  courses  at  Odessa,  1,000  rub.* 

The  information  system  organized  by  the 
committee  in  the  most  important  cities  and 
centers  in  Palestine  and  neighboring  territory 
is  quite  new,  at  ^east  in  its  present  form.  The 
same  is  true  of  the  port  most  used  by  emi- 
grants to  the  near  Orient,  or  Odessa.  The 
Palestine  Committee  has  elaborated  a  report 
concerning  the  organization  of  the  information 
system  on  a  broad,  rational  basis,  has  itself 
donated  6,000  fr.  for  the  purpose,  and  has  en- 
tered into  an  understanding  with  friendly  Zion- 
ist and  general  Jewish  organizations  to  raise 
the  20,000  fr.  still  needed.  Since  this  undertak- 
ing has  met  with  approval  from  the  co-operat- 
ing institutions,  it  may  be  considered  securely 
established.  Prof.  Warburg  has  placed  at  its 
disposal  10,000  fr.  from  the  funds  of  the  Com- 
mission for  the  investigation  of  the  near  East ; 


the  Hilfsverein  has  offered  7,500  fr.  There 
have  been  established  thus  far  bureaus  of  in- 
formation at  Odessa,  Constantinople,  Jaffa, 
Beirut,  Chaiffa,  and  Jerusalem.  Others  are  to 
be  opened  as  the  fimds  come  to  hand. 

Among  the  larger  undertakings  of  the  com- 
mittee belong  the  securing  of  a  parcel  of  land 
at  20,000  fr.  for  the  settlement  of  agricultural 
laborers  out  of  work,  and  the  creation  of  a 
special  fund  for  their  other  needs,  which  has 
already  grown  to  about  80,000  fr.  The  admin- 
istration of  this  fund  is  in  the  hands  of  a 
mixed  committee,  composed  of  workingmen 
and  representatives  of  the  committee.  Among 
these  larger  undertakings  are  also  the  creation 
of  a  co-operative  loan  and  savings  bank  with 
an  initial  capital  of  50,000  fr.  and  finally  the 
organization  of  a  legal  aid  body  in  Palestine. 
The  committee  has  made  a  preliminary  grant 
of  5,000  fr.  for  this  latter  purpose,  and  is 
about  to  bring  this  institution  into  existence. 

The  committee  has  granted  about  15,000  fr. 
up  to  the  present  for  the  satisfaction  of  pub- 
lic needs  of  a  general  character,  such  as  hos- 
pitals, doctors,  religious  conditions  in  new  and 
financially  weak  communities,  etc 

The  activity  of  the  committee  newly  consti- 
tuted in  July,  1906,  may  now  be  considered 
sufficiently  characterized  in  general  outline. 
There  remains  for  us  to  mention  an  organ 
lately  created  on  the  initiative  of  the  Odessa 
Pakstine  Committee  and  its  representative  in 
Jaffa,  Dr.  Chissin,  which  will  surely  be  called 
upon  to  play  an  important  part  in  the  coming 
actual  work  in  Palestine.  We  refer  to  the  tm- 
partisan  Palestine  Council,  composed  of  rep- 
resentatives of  different  organizations  and  in- 
stitutions active  in  Palestine,  which  meanwhile 
has  received  the  approval  of  the  president  of 
the  Actions  Committee,  Herr  D.  Wolffsohn, 
and  whose  duty  it  will  be  to  critically  examine 
everything  undertaken  in  Palestine,  whether  by 
private  persons  or  by  organizations  officially, 
and  in  certain  cases  to  officially  help  by  word 
and  deed.  The  Odessa  Committee  granted  half 
the  sum  of  1,300  fr.  annually  necessary  to 
cover  the  expenses  of  the  office  of  the  Pales- 
tine Council,  when  Herr  D.  Wolffsohn  had 
promised  the  other  half.  There  is  now  noth- 
ing to  hinder  the  operation  of  this  new.  very 
desirable  organization. 
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The  Prophet  Elijah  in  Jewish  League 


By  Ben  Abraham  (Vienna) 


( Translated  for  the  Maccabaean  by  E.  D,  Cincinnati) 


The  Prophet  Elijah,  the  hero  of  most  of  the 
Jewish  tales  of  which,  unfortunately,  only  a 
small  number  have  been  preserved  in  writing, 
lived  in  Israel  shortly  after  the  division  of 
the  kingdom.  This  division  of  the  kingdom 
into  Israel  and  Judah  brought  about  a  political 
weakening  of  the  whole  kingdom  as  well  as 
a  decline  in  respect  to  religion.  The  kingdom 
of  Israel  sank  to  its  lowest  when  Ahab  became 
king.  This  king  married  the  Phoenecian  prin- 
cess Jezebel,  through  whom  Phoenecian  reli- 
gious services  were  brought  into  Israel.  In 
this  period  of  confusion  it  remained  to  be 
seen  whether  the  time-honored  tradition  of 
the  God  of  Israel  was  strong  enough  in  the 
people  to  overcome  this  new  opponent,  and 
expel  it.  At  this  juncture  the  prophet  Elijah 
made  his  appearance. 

Tradition  tells  us  that  he  belonged  to  the 
tribe  of  God  on  his  father's  side,  and  to  that 
of  Benjamin  on  his  mother's  side,  and  that 
he  was  a  pupil  and  disciple  of  the  prophet 
Abijah.  Elijah  gained  the  admiration  of  both 
his  contemporaries  and  posterity  through  his 
daring,  fiery  zeal,  his  candor,  and  the  intrepid- 
ity of  his  character.  By  his  prophetical 
words  he  secured  a  large  following  from 
among  his  people.  Having  such  an  impetuous 
nature  he  knew  no  consideration  for  himself, 
and  was  ever  ready  to  stake  the  lives  of  his 
fellows  for  his  own  conviction.  In  a  tempest 
he  made  his  appearance,  in  a  tempest  he  con- 
fronted the  king  Ahab,  who  was  continually 
under  the  influence  of  his  wife  and  in  a  tempest 
he  disappeared — so  tradition  tells  us — from  the 
scene  of  events. 

For  the  work  of  collecting  the  Elijah  sagas 
the  Jewish  writer  Bar  Ami  deserves  great 
credit;  he  published  parts  of  the  same  in 
various  periodicals;  e.  g.  "Ostund  West" 
''Globus''     "Zeitschrift     fur     osterrcichische 


Volkskunde"  "Aus  Fretnden  Zungen"  etc. 

Below  we  present  a  few  tales  which  are 
characteristic  of  the  life  of  the  prophet,  and 
especially  significant  for  a  study  of  the  spirit- 
ual life  of  the  Jewish  people. 

First  a  diffuse  but  characteristic  legend  of 

THE  TWO  MAGIC  COINS. 
A  devout  man  once  made  a  vow  always  to 
live  on  his  own  earnings,  and  never  to  avail 
himself  of  charity  even  in  the  greatest  of  mis- 
ery. But  the  poor  man  soon  found  himself 
in  such  abject  poverty  that  he  had  only  the 
hard  ground  for  a  resting  place,  a  ragged 
cover,  and  a  few  tattered  clothes;  nevertheless 
he  bore  his  lot  with  patience  and  submission. 
One  day  as  he  sat  alone,  suffering  hunger, 
and  crying  bitterly,  the  prophet  Elijah  ap- 
peared to  him  disguised  as  a  strange  Arab, 
and  engaged  in  a  conversation  with  the  poor 
man,  and  offered  him,  without  showing  that 
he  noticed  his  poverty,  two  coins  as  a  loan, 
on  the  condition  that  they  must  be  returned 
after  a  certain  period.  The  pious  man  accept- 
ed the  loan  and  hardly  had  he  put  it  in  his 
pocket  when  he  felt  a  new  spirit  and  vigor. 
He  started  a  small  business  with  these  coins. 
From  that  day  on,  everything  went  well  with 
him.  He  earned  larger  and  larger  profits,  un- 
til he  found  himself  in  possession  of  a  con- 
siderable income.  As  soon  as  riches  took  the 
place  of  poverty,  however,  his  former  humil- 
ity and  piety  vanished.  Prayer,  devotion,  and 
deeds  of  kindness  were  abandoned.  The 
man's  life  was  devoted  to  the  enjoyment  of 
his  wealth.  In  this  new  life  the  strange  Arab 
appeared  to  him  again,  and  demanded  the  re- 
turn of  the  two  coins.  "The  very  same  coins?" 
asked  the  wealthy  man  in  astonishment.  "To 
tell  the  truth,  soon  after  my  first  profits,  I 
got  them  back  again  and  saved  them  carefully 
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because  they  had  brought  me  luck.  But  since 
you  insist  upon  having  them  I  will  not  be 
ungrateful,  I  shall  return  them  to  you." 

The  Arab  took  his  coins  and  disappeared. 
A  spirit  of  unrest  seized  upon  the  rich  man, 
a  certain  indefinable  discontent  pervaded  his 
spirit.  From  this  time  on  one  loss  followed 
another  in  every  transaction  he  undertook; 
in  short,  he  fell  back  into  the  same  condition 
of  poverty  from  which  he  had  risen  to 
wealth;  again  he  was  obliged  to  sleep  on  the 
ground  and  wear  tattered  clothes.  Once  more 
the  Arab  appeared  before  him  and  addressed 
him  thus: 

"Miserable  wretch!  Now  you  atone  for 
your  sins;  in  your  arrogance  you  forgot  the 
Lord,  the  all  powerful  God!" 

"Pity,"  cried  the  poor  man.  "Pity!  Truly 
I  have  sinned,  and  now  I  bitterly  repent  it" 

"Will  you  promise,"  asked  the  Prophet,  "to 
remain  the  pious  man  you.  once  were,  even 
if  you  should  become  wealthy?" 

"I  solemnly  swear  it,"  said  the  old  man. 

"Very  well,"  said  the  Arab,  "here  are  the 
two  coins  again;  take  them  and  you  shall  soon 
be  rich."    And  so  it  came  to  pass. 

The  Jewish  people  seek  to  associate  the 
power  of  the  prophet  Elijah  with  every  in- 
cident in  Jewish  History  which  is  at  all  out 
of  the  ordinary. 

This  is  exemplified  in  the  following  talc 
which  we  take  from  S.  Lehmann's  "Rabbi 
Joselmann"   (Part  I,  p.  284-290). 

ELIJAH  AT  THE  DIET  OP  WORMS, 
Among  other  things  the  Jewish  question  was 
also  brought  up  before  the  Diet  of  Worms. 
The  motion  was  made  that  the  Diet  resolve 
that  all  Jews  be  banished  from  Germany. 
From  all  sides  arose  complaints  against  the 
Jews.  When  final  action  was  about  to  be 
taken.  Prince  Wolfgang,  distinguished  among 
all  the  princes  and  nobles  took  the  floor: 

"My  gracious  lords  and  peers,"  said  he,  "I 
can  not  approve  your  decision  to  banish  the 
Jews  from  the  country.  Our  Lord  and  Em- 
peror, not  only  of  Germany,  but  also  of  the 
Holy  Roman  Empire,  is  the  head  and  sole 
ruler  of  United  Christendom.  In  the  Holy 
Roman  Empire  of  the  German  nation,  the 
Jews   must   be   tolerated    in    remembrance   of 


Him  who  came  from  among  them,  and  whom 
you  worship  as  your  Saviour.  Popes,  Coun- 
cillors and  Emperors  have  often  proclaimed 
and  confirmed  it.  Your  highnesses  have  un- 
justly pointed  to  the  example  of  Spain,  Eng- 
land, France  and  Naples.  If  all  nations  have 
the  right  to  banish  the  Jews,  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  Roman  Empire  to  retain  them.  There- 
fore. I  beg  your  lordships  to  abandon  a  de- 
cision which  our  most  gracious  Emperor  sure- 
ly neither  could  nor  would  sanction." 

This  argument  made  such  an  impression  up- 
on the  princes  and  noblemen  that  they  desist- 
ed from  coming  to  any  final  decision  on  the 
Jewish  question. 

Several  days  after  the  adjournment  of  the 
Council,  Rabbi  Joselmann,  a  favorite  of 
Charles  V,  went  with  some  Rabbis  and  rep- 
resentative Jews  of  Worms  to  the  house  of 
Prince  Wolgong,  and  sought  an  audience  with 
him,  which  was  soon  granted.  „ 

"Most  gracious  Prince,"  said  the  Rabbi, 
"we  come  to  express  our  warmest  thanks  for 
your  kind  intercession  at  the  diet.  Your  gprace 
has  saved  our  people  from  a  hard  fate.  Per- 
mit us,  therefore,  to  present  this  sword  belt 
in  token  of  our  gratitude." 

"I  have  no  idea  of  what  you  mean,"  replied 
the  prince,  "and  could  not  possibly  accept  your 
gift.  Did  I  speak  in  behalf  of  the  Jews  at  the 
last  diet?  This,  to  my  astonishment,  has  al- 
ready come  to  me  from  other  quarters. 
Why,  I  was  not  even  present  at  the  meeting. 
My  servants  can  bear  witness  that  indisposi- 
tion prevented  me  from  leaving  my  room." 

The  deputation,  and  especially  Rabbi  Josel- 
mann, was  not  a  little  surprised  at  this  declara- 
tion. 

"My  gracious  Prince,"  answered  the  rabbit 
"pardon  your  humble  servant  if  he  contra- 
dicts you.  I  myself  was  present  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  Jews  during  the  discussions, 
I  saw  you  there,  and  heard  how  you  defended 
the  Jews  with  fervent  words  and  recommend- 
ed them  to  the  protection  of  the  Holy  Roman 
Empire.  Most  noble  prince!  Perhaps  you 
have  a  twin  brother  who  resembles  you 
closely,  and  whose  voice  is  like  yours?" 

"That  certainly  is  strange,"  said  the  prince, 
"I  have  no  twin  brother,  and  none  of  my 
brothers  is  in  Worms  at  present.     Is  it  pos- 
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sible  that  an  impostor — ^but  that  could  not  be; 
the  princes  and  nobles  know  me  well,  and 
would  easily  have  detected  a  fraud." 

But  the  rabbi  answered,  "The  Almighty  God 
has  performed  a  miracle  in  our  behalf.  The 
Lord,  praised  be  His  name,  sent  the  prophet 
Elijah  who  assumed  the  appearance  of  the 
prince  who  was  absent,  in  order  to  plead  for 
us,  and  save  us.  Such  a  miracle  as  you  arc 
aware,  my  beloved  brethren,  the  sages  of  the 
Talmud  tell  us,  God  has  often  performed. 
This  miracle  is  also  an  assurance  to  your 
highness  of  the  favor  you  have  with  God,  for 
never  would  the  Prophet  have  assumed  the 
form  of  an  unworthy  person.  Therefore,  we 
ask  you  once  more  to  accept  this  small  gift, 
which  we  have  intended  as  a  token  of  our 
respect   for  you." 

The  prince  finally  allowed  himself  to  be  per- 
suaded, took  the  present  and  dismissed  the 
Jews  with  friendly  good  wishes. 

In  the  following  we  find  a  legend  from  the 
Midrash,  arranged  by  A.  Werthcim:  "Lebens- 
bild  des  Propheten  Eliahu,"  p.  32-34: 

ELIJAH  AS  AN  INTERCESSOR. 

When  Haman  conceived  the  plan  to  de- 
stroy all  the  Jews  of  the  Persian  Empire,  he 
was  not  satisfied  with  calumniating  them  be- 
fore the  king,  but  also  wanted  to  make  God 
despise  them,  so  that  He  would  not  be  with 
them  in  their  distress.  With  this  purpose  in 
mind,  he  advised  the  king  to  prepare  a  feast 
for  all  the  people  in  Shushan,  and  invite  all 
the  Jews  to  it  Haman  thought  that  since  the 
God  of  the  Jews  hated  revelry  and  vice,  he 
would  tempt  them  at  the  banquet,  and  thus  in 
breaking  the  command  of  their  God  they 
would  forfeit  His  protection. 

When  Mordecai  learned  of  this  scheme  he 
warned  the  Jews  and  said,  "Do  not  go  to  the 
king's  banquet  because  you  were  invited  only 
through  Haman's  treachery.  He  wants  to 
tempt  you  to  break  the  Lord's  commandments 
so  that  he  will  have  a  reason  to  accuse  you 
before  God." 

Mordecai's  warning,  however,  was  not 
heeded,  and  the  Israelites  of  Shushan  went  to 
the  banquet  where  they  ate  and  drank  to  their 
heart's  content. 


Immediately  the  accuser  stepped  forward 
with  these  words,  "Lord  of  all  the  world! 
How  much  longer  wilt  Thou  tolerate  this  na- 
tion which  alienates  its  heart  and  its  faith 
from  Thee?  May  it  be  Thy  will  to  drive  them 
from  the  face  of  the  Earth,  for  they  have  sin- 
ned; they  have  taken  part  in  the  revelry,  dis- 
obeyed Thy  commandments,  and  yet  did  not 
even  ask  Thy  forgiveness." 

And  God  replied,  "If  I  destroy  the  Jews 
what  will  become  of  my  commandments?" 

Then  the  Torah  appeared  in  deep  sadness, 
and  wept  so  pitifully  before  God  that  the  at- 
tendant angels  were  touched.  'God  of  the 
Universe,'  said  she,  "if  the  Jews  no  longer 
exist,  of  what  good  will  the  commandments 
be  on  Earth?" 

When  the  Moon  and  Sun  heard  this  lamen- 
tation they  withdrew  their  light,  and  retired 
in  sorrow.  Thereupon  the  prophet  Elijah 
hastened  to  the  Patriarchs,  and  to  Moses  and 
asked:  "How  long  will  you  remain  in  this 
deep  sleep,  heedless  of  the  danger  of  your 
children?  All  the  angels,  the  Moon  and 
Stars,  Heaven  and  Earth,  are  crying  bitterly 
and  you  remain  indifferent  at  a  distance." 

"What  is  amiss?"  asked  the  surprised 
Patriarchs. 

Elijah  answered,  "the  judgment  of  God  is 
upon  the  Israelites,  because  they  have  taken 
part  in  the  Persian  festivities,  and  they  are 
to  be  driven  from  the  face  of  the  Earth." 

The  Patriarchs  replied,  "we  also  were  pun- 
ished for  violation  of  God's  commandments. 
What  can  we  do?" 

The  Prophet  spoke  to  Moses :  "Thou  faith- 
ful shepherd,  how  often  have  you  supported 
the  Israelites  in  time  of  danger,  and  saved 
them  from  ruin ;  what  can  be  done  in  this  dire 
distress?" 

"Is  it  possible  that  there  is  none  righteous 
among  them?"  asked  Moses. 

"Indeed,"  said  Elijah,"  there  is  one;  his 
name  is  Mordecai." 

"Go,  tell  him,"  said  Moses,  "that  he  then 
and  there  shall  intercede  for  them  in  prayer 
before  God;  we  will  pray  for  mercy  for  them 
that  He  may  avert  His  wrath  from  them." 

"Thou  loyal  shepherd,"  said  the  Prophet, 
"the  decree  of  annihilation  against  the  jews 
is  already  completed  and  sealed." 
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"Then  go  and  tell  Mordecai/' 

This  was  done.  Mordecai  assembled  old  and 
jTOung  for  prayer,  for  fasting,  and  for  a  return 
to  the  commandments.  God's  judgment  was 
withdrawn.  Thus  Elijah  whs  an  intercessor 
for  Israel. 

The  following  legend  has  been  retold  by 
Bernhard  Kuttner,  from  the  Massebook,  Wil- 
mersdorf,  n.  d.,  in  Vol.  III.  of  his  Vuedische 
Sagen  und  LegendeH:" 

LEARNED  ARROGANCE. 

Rabbi  Simeon,  the  son  of  Elazar,  came  home 
from  the  Academy  elated  with  the  conscious- 
ness that  he  had  learned  more  than  other 
people;  besides  he  had  a  respected  name,  and 
was  known  as  one  of  the  most  learned 
scholars.  In  this  state  of  mind,  proud  and 
self-satisfied,  he  rode  along  the  bank  of  a 
stream  on  his  stately  mule;  he  was  smiling 
happily,  and  the  joy  of  triumph  radiated  from 
his  countenance.  As  he  rode  along  there  ap- 
proached him  a  Moor  on  foot,  who  said  to 
him  respectfully,  "God  greet  thee,  my  Master  !** 

The  rabbi  did  not  respond,  however,  to  this 
greeting,  but  called  out  mockingly,  ''Hey! 
Tell  me,  for  you  surely  must  know,  are  all  the 
people  of  your  city  as  black  as  you?" 

**!   am   sure   I  do   not  know,"   replied   the 
Moor,  "but  ask  my  Father  who  created  me, 
why  he  created  such  a  despicable,  black  thing 
as  I!" 
■  This  reply  cut  the  rabbi  to  the  quick,  he 


realized  that  his  question  had  not  been  quite 
proper,  and  that  he  had  really  blasphemed 
God  I  Immediately  he  threw  himself  from  his 
mule,  fell  at  the  feet  of  the  Moor  and  said: 

"I  beg  you  please  to  pardon  me  for  what  I 
have  so  thoughtlessly  said!" 

But  the  Moor  said,  "I  will  not  pardon  you 
until  you  go  to  my  Creator  and  ask  Him  why 
he  has  created  such  a  black  creature."  Then 
he  turned  away  and  departed  The  rabbi, 
however,  followed  him  until  they  reached  the 
Moor's  city.  When  the  people  recognized 
Rabbi  Simeon  they  cried  out  in  reverence, 
"welcome,  our  lord  and  master  1" 

At  this  the  Moor  exclaimed:  "Whom  do 
you  call  lord  and  master?" 

They  replied,  'The  learned  rabbi  who  stands 
behind  you." 

"If  he  is  a  rabbi,  "said  the  Moor,  "I  sin- 
cerely hope  that  there  are  not  many  like  him  1" 
"Not  many!"  they  all  cried.  'Tell  us  why! 
What  has  the  worthy  rabbi  done  to  you?" 

"You  shall  soon  hear,"  said  the  Moor,  and 
he  related  the  whole  incident. 

At  this  they  all  cried,  "we  entreat  you  also; 
forgive  him!  He  is  so  learned  a  man  that 
he  really  deserves  to  be  pardoned. 

At  length  the  Moor  replied,  "Well,  since  you 
all  insist  I  shall  pardon  him  for  your  sake. 
He  should  take  heed,  however,  and  in  the  fu- 
ture leam  to  subdue  his  arrogance." 

And  Rabbi  Simeon  did  not  forget  this  les- 
son. But  the  Moor  was  no  other  than  the 
Prophet  Elijah. 
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The  New  Jewish  Hospital  At  Hamburg 


(From  the  German  oi  Heine) 


A  hospital  for  the  poor  and  weary  Jew 
For  sons  of  man  who  suffer  three-fold  ills — 
Burdened  and  baned  with  three  infirmities: 
With  poverty,  disease,  and  Judaism! 

The  worst  of  all  has  ever  been  the  last, 
The  Jewish  sickness  of  the  centuries; 
The  plague  caught  in  the  Nile-stream's  slimy  vale. 
The  old  unwholesome  faith  that  Egypt  knew. 

No  healing  for  this  sickness!    All  in  vain 
The  vapor-bath  and  douche,  vain  all  the  tricks 
Of  surgery,  vain  all  this  house  may  bring 
Of  simples  to  its  fever-tossing  guests! 

Will  Time  perchance,  the  eternal  goddess,  blot 
This  gloomy  sorrow  that  is  handed  down 
From  sire  to  son — will  some  far  children  know 
The  perfect  happiness  of  cloudless  health? 

None  can  foretell  I     Yet  meantime  let  us  praise 
The  heart  that  full  of  love  and  wisdom  sought 
To  trickle  balm  upon  the  rankling  wound 
And  give  what  comfort  still  is  possible. 

This  loving  man  has  built  a  shelter  here 
For  sufferings  that  a  skilful  hand  may  soothe 
Or  cure,  or  haply  Death's  if  others  fail; 
Beds  set  he  here  and  cooling  drinks  and  care. 

A  man  of  deeds,  he  did  what  one  might  do; 
And  in  the  evening  of  his  days  he  paid 
Unto  good  works  the  needful  due,  and  dreamed 
To  rest  from  labor  in  kind  charity. 

Unstinted  was  his  hand— yet  richer  gifts 
Rolled  down  his  cheeks  so  many  a  time— the  tears. 
The  precious,  generous  tears  that  oft  we  wept 
For  his  poor  brethren's  immedicable  ill. 
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THE  MACCABEAN  will  be  in  the 
hands  of  its  readers  a  day  or  so 
before  the  Convention  opens. 
Therefore,  a  few  words  here  as  to  the  work 
the  delegates  will  have  before  them  will  not 
be  amiss. 

First  in  importance,  of  course,  are  the  reso- 
lutions affecting  the  Hague  Congress,  which 
will  open  August  14.  We  shall  have  about 
twenty  delegates  there,  and  their  action  will 
be  guided  by  what  the  Tannersyille  Conven- 
tion will  decide.  In  the  matter  of  the  use  of 
the  National  Fund  money,  a  resolution  will 
be  presented  advising  and  expressing  the  wish 
of  American  Zionists  that  the  National  Fund 
shall  not  be  used  for  the  purchase  of  land 
for  industrial  or  colonization  purposes,  but 
that  it  be  deposited  with  the  Anglo- Pales- 
tine Bank  to  be  loaned  out,  if  possible  and 
necessary,  for  agrarian  enterprises.  That  is, 
the  Anglo- Palestine  Bank  shall  hold  the 
money  on  demand,  but  it  may  use  the  deposit 
to  further  individual  enterprises  on  secure 
terms.  The  National  Fund  should  be  kept  in- 
tact; it  is  not  possible  to  conduct  large  ef- 
fective enterprises  with  the  fund  in  its  pres- 
ent inadequate  state.  The  delegates  will  be 
asked  to  vote  on  this  question,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  there  will  be  harmony  on  the 
principle  involved. 

Many  societies  have  sent  in  resolutions  cov- 
ering other  phases  of  the  Congress  work,  but 
we  hope  that  the  delegates  will  bear  in  mind 
that  it  is  a  waste  of  time  to  adopt  resolutions, 
indefinite  in  their  purposes,  on  matters  that 
ought  to  be  left  to  the  wisdom  and  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Congress  delegates.  It  is  to  be 
presumed  that  the  delegates  have  good  sense, 
that  the  Actions  Committee  is  doing  its  level 


best,  and  that  methods  of  administration  are 
best  left  with  the  administration,  guided,  of 
course,  by  the  well-known  principles  of  the 
movement 

The  Executive  of  the  Federation  has  fa- 
vored the  alteration  in  the  organization  stat- 
utes of  the  Congress  increasing  the  ratio  of 
representation  from  two  hundred  to  four  hun- 
dred. If  the  Congress  is  ever  to  become 
a  deliberative  body,  it  must  reduce  the  num- 
ber of  delegates  to  working  proportions;  six 
hundred  or  a  thousand  delegates  cannot  al- 
ways act  with  deliberation.  Our  convention 
should  adopt  the  resolution  on  this  subject 

As  to  our  own  organization,  by  far  the  most 
important  subject  is  that  of  organization. 
This  word  covers  a  great  deal  of  vague  think- 
ing. By  organization  is  meant  an  able,  ener- 
getic corps  of  men  and  women  working  in 
harmony  for  common  objects,  capable  of  in- 
spiring the  masses,  and  provided  with  the 
means  to  set  in  motion  the  machinery  re- 
quired to  support  the  agents  of  propaganda. 
That  the  societies  do  not  give  the  Federa- 
tion the  means  to  do  its  work  efficiently  can- 
not be  controverted.  Considering  the  task, 
the  Federation  is  as  poor  as  a  church  mouse. 
The  payments  of  the  societies  do  not  main- 
tain the  clerical  force  required  to  conduct 
the  correspondence.  Take  into  account  the 
demands  for  speakers,  and  literature,  and  paid 
agitators,  and  other  necessities,  the  Federa- 
tion may  be  said  to  be  powerless  to  do  half 
of  the  work  it  knows  ought  to  be  done,  but 
which  it  cannot  do  for  lack  of  support 

Now,  the  Convention  ought  to  face  the 
situation.  The  Federation  needs  ten  thousand 
dollars  annually,  to  make  the  most  of  its  op- 
portunities. The  societies  do  not  pay  two 
thousand  dollars.  Efforts  to  raise  money  by 
ten  dollar  subscriptions  have  not  been  as  suc- 
cessful as  we  had  hoped  they  would  be.  The 
societies  are  not  prepared  to  pay  higher  dues. 
What  will  the  convention  do  about  the  mat- 
ter? Resolutions  have  been  sent  in  asking 
for  a  Yiddish  weekly,  a  paid  secretary,  a  Yid- 
dish secretary,  an  agitator,  more  literature, 
etc.,  but  are  the  delegates  prepared  to  meet 
the  expense?  The  Federation  is  not  and  ought 
never  to  become  a  subsidized  organization; 
our   support   must   come    from    the   affiliated 


Digitized  by 


Google 


26 


THE     MACCABAEAN. 


societies.  The  delegates  speak  for  the  socie- 
ties.   What  are  they  prepared  to  do? 

It  may  be  true  that  Zionists  cannot  meet 
a  larger  per  capita  tax;  but  then  Zionist*^ 
ought  to  devote  themselves  to  such  work 
that  would,  indirectly,  bring  revenue  into  the 
office  of  the  Executive.  It  is  proposed  that 
every  Zionist  in  good  standing  become  a 
subscriber  to  Thb  Macxabaean.  It  is  a  fact 
that  a  majority  of  its  readers  are  not  Zion- 
ists. With  a  little  help  The  Maccabaean  can 
become  a  source  of  revenue  for  the  Federation ; 
a  little  help.  Increase  the  subscription  list 
by  five  thousand,  and  two  thousand  dollars 
will  go  into  the  hands  of  the  Federation; 
secure  an  equivalent  amount  of  advertising 
business,  and  a  similar  sum  will  be  turned 
over  to  the  Federation. 

The  delegates  will  be  asked  to  approve  a 
resolution  to  the  effect  that  all  affiliated  so- 
cieties give  at  least  one  affair  a  year,  the 
proceeds  to  be  turned  over  to  the  Federation. 
The  resolution  should  be  adopted,  and  follow- 
ed up  by  active  work  during  the  year. 

In  other  words,  the  Tannersville  Convention 
will  confront  two  problems— one  immediate 
and  the  other  indirect  The  G>ngress,  we 
trust,  can  take  care  of  itself.  The  Conven- 
tion should  devote  its  energy  and  its  best 
thought  to  the  up-building  of  the  Federation, 
whose  prosperity  will  most  surely  be  beneficial 
to  the  International  Organization,  whatever 
resolutions  it  will  adopt  during  August. 


THE  AMERICAN  JEWISH  COMMITTEE. 

Offense  has  been  taken  in  certain  quarters 
at  our  treatment  of  the  American  Jewish  Com- 
mittee in  the  department  w-e  have  entitled 
"Among  the  Mission  Jews." 

Why  is  it  that  Jews  are  so  unconscionably 
sensitive  to  humor  connected  with  what  they 
are  doing?  It  is  the  same  old  story:  The 
Jewish  people  are  unused  to  the  full  light  of 
publicity.  What  they  do,  what  they  are,  in 
actuality,  they  prefer  to  keep  to  themselves. 
They  are  like  beings  whose  limbs  have  been 
kept  cramped  up  in  servitude;  any  reference 
to  limbs  is  at  once  resented. 

The  American  Jewish  Committee  organized 
with  a  bold  declaration  as  to  its  representative 


character;  but  when  it  found  out  that  repre- 
sentative claims  meant  responsibilities  to  the 
people,  it  shut  its  doors  to  the  public  and 
decided  to  become  an  irresponsible  committee, 
doing  its  "good"  work  in  its  own  way. 

We  hold  the  Committee  to  its  first  declara- 
tions. In  our  "humorous"  column  we  have 
poked  fun  at  its  bureaucratic  methods,  and 
insisted  upon  its  living  up  to  the  promises  it 
had  made  when  it  side-tracked  a  popular  call 
for  a  representative  body.  We  hold  that  the 
American  Jewish  Committee  can  do  something 
of  value  for  the  Jewish  people,  but  that  it  can 
do  nothing  unkss  it  recognizes  its  responsibil- 
ities to  the  people.  Should  it  persist  in  de- 
laying the  democratization  plan,  which  has 
been  before  it  during  the  year,  we  shall  hold 
that  it  has  forfeited  all  claim  to  the  confi- 
dence of  the  Jewish  people,  and  that  national- 
ists owe  a  duty  to  their  principles  to  withdraw 
from  it.  The  Jewish  people  have  had  enough 
of  these  self-constituted,  self-perpetuating  in- 
stitutions organized  to  do  "good  work."  There 
can  be  no  good  work  for  the  Jewish  people 
unless  the  representatives  of  the  Jewish  peo- 
ple do  it.  Benevolent  despotism  is  out  of 
date. 


We  regret  to  announce  that  Dr.  J.  L. 
Magnes  will  not  be  with  us  at  the  second 
Tannersville  Convention.  He  has  gone  to 
make  a  trip  through  Palestine  and  then  to 
attend  the  second  Hague  Zionist  Congress. 
His  experiences  in  Palestine  and  his  partici- 
pation in  the  Congress  will  be  of  great  value, 
but  his  absence  from  our  Convention  will  be 
an  immediate  loss.  Dr.  Magnes  has  become 
a  personality  of  great  strength  and  inspiration. 
The  charm  of  his  demeanor  and  the  eloquence 
of  his  speech  have  impressed  everyone  who 
has  come  within  the  radius  of  his  influence. 
In  our  movement,  based,  as  it  is,  on  the 
conscious  determination  of  the  masses  to  make 
the  future  of  their  race,  the  fair-minded 
leader  often  accomplishes  more  than  the  dema- 
gogue who  browbeats  and  bullies  his  followers. 
Dr.  Magnes  leads  by  reason  of  his  strength 
and  his  fairness,  and  of  him  it  can  surely 
be  said  that  he  is  the  Zionist  knight,  "pure 
and  above  reproach." 
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Reception  to  Dr.  Magnes 

The  Zionist  Council  of  Greater  New  York 
tendered  a  reception  to  Dr.  J.  L.  Magnes  prior 
to  his  departure  for  Palestine,  on  .  Monday 
evening,  June  10,  at  Clinton  Hall.  It  was 
a  remarkable  testimonial  of  the  affection  of 
Zionists  for  Dr.  Magnes.  Clinton  Hall  was 
filled  with  about  four  htmdred  people.  Zionist 
songs,  Jewish  folk  songs,  recitations  and  toasts 
filled  the  program  for  the  evening. 

Dr.  J.  Epstein,  president  of  the  Council,  act- 
ed as  toastmaster.  Among  those  present 
were:  Dr.  David  Blaustein.  John  Paley,  Prof. 
Israel  Friedlaender,  Louis  Miller,  Mrs.  and 
Miss  Lewin-Epstein,  David  H.  Lieberman, 
Herman  Conheim,  Louis  Livingstone,  Ber- 
nard G.  Richards,  Louis  Lipsky,  A.  H.  From- 
enson,  J.  Prensky  and  J.  Kassel. 

The  speakers  were:  Professor  Friedlaender, 
Dr.  D.  Blaustein,  Bernard  G.  Richards,  A. 
H.  Fromenson,  M.  Levine,  Louis  Lipsky,  John 
Paley  and  Dr.  Ch.  Wortsmann.  Mr.  Kassel 
read  a  letter  from  Sholom  Aleichem,  and  also 
several  sketches  by  the  well  known  Yiddish 
writer.  Between  the  speeches  Platon  Bruon- 
oflf  favored  the  audience  with  several  compo- 
sitions of  his  own,  and  a  number  of  Yiddish 
folk  songs,  gathered  by  Mr.  Kassel. 

Sholom  Aleichem*s  letter  read  as  follows: 

**I  have  received  the  invitation  to  the  re- 
ception to  our  beloved  Dr.  Magnes,  to  be  giv- 
en on  the  eve  of  his  departure  for  Palestine. 
At  the  time  when  you  will  read  these  lines 
I,  or  rather  my  ship,  *New  York,'  will  be 
fighting  a  battle  with  the  waves  of  the  At- 
lantic Ocean.  Let  the  ship  fight  and  kt  the 
captain  knock  his  head  against  the  walls,  for 
all  I  care.  For  my  part  I  will  on  the  10th  of 
June  drink  a  glass  of  wine  in  honor  of  our 
Dr.  Magnes  who  is  going  to  Palestine. 

"I  consider  it  a  fortunate  thing  for  the  Jews 
of  America  that  such  a  man  as  Dr.  Magnes 
is  going  to  visit  the  land  of  our  fathers.  Let 
our  brethren  in  the  Holy  Land  think  that 
'Doctors*  in  America,  and  not  only  doctor:*,  but 
all  American  Jews  are  as  sympathetic,  as 
simple  in  manner  and  as  worthy  of  affec/ion 
as  is  Dr.  Magnes.  I  believe  that  those  present 
at  the  reception  will  be  sufficiently  endowed 
with  wisdom  as  not  to  minconstrue  my  mean- 


^ing  and  not  feel  offended  by  my  words.  When 
one  speaks  of  the  greatness  of  a  certain  artist, 
it  should  not  give  offense  to  all  other  artists. 
There  are  very  many  fine  American  people 
whom  I  know,  and  there  are  probably  many 
more  whom  I  have  not  had  the  opportunity  to 
meet;  but  I  like  JDr.  Magnes  more  than  I  do 
a  great  many  other  people,  and  do  I  deserve 
any  punishment  for  that?  It  is  quite  possible 
that  I  would  not  have  said  these  things  in 
his  presence  as  I  do  in  writing.  But  I  hope 
that  Dr.  Magnes  has  already  heard  many  good 
words  about  himself.  He  will  not  blush.  He 
is  not  a  girl,  anyway,  and  neither  am  I  a 
complimenting  cavalier.  May  he  have  a  happy 
journey  and  my  wish  for  the  gathering  is  that 
you  may  be  able  to  entertain  many  such  citi- 
zens of  Palestine  as  is  Dr.  Magnes.  With 
Zion's  greetings.  Scholbm  Aleichem.** 

Dr.  Magnes  responded  to  the  many  expres- 
sions of  esteem  and  affection  in  a  speech  which 
he  has  probably  never  excelled  for  sincerity 
and  deep  feeling.  He  wondered  why  Zionists 
assumed  such  an  attitude  of  regard  toward 
him.  He  knew  that  he  and  they  had  not 
done  much.  He  was  going  to  Palestine;  but 
what  was  the  reason  for  rejoicing?  That 
should  not  be  such  an  extraordinary  event 
That  he  was  going,  not  they,  was  mere  chance. 
He  agreed  that  they  ought  to  envy  him  this 
trip. 

Dr.  Magnes  spoke  of  what  work  there  lies 
before  Zionists.  Zionism  ought  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  all  phases  of  cultured  life  to  stim- 
ulate Jewish  consciousness.  He  said  that  the 
time  would  come  when  Zionism  would  have 
to  meet  local  problems,  too,  and  he  believed 
that  it  would  have  to  take  some  attitude  to- 
ward Judaism.  It  would  express,  probably, 
a  reform  Judaism,  but  not  the  reform  Judaism 
which  favors  assimilation.  It  would  have  to 
take  into  account  the  actualitj^  of  life,  and 
formulate  some  religious  expression  on  it. 

The  reception  closed  at  a  late  hour  with  the 
singing  of  Zionist  songs. 

Dr.  Magnes  left  New  York  on  Wednesday, 
June  12.  He  will  spend  four  week^  in  Pales- 
tine, one  week  in  Russia,  and  then  attend  the 
Zionist  Congress.  On  the  same  day  Mr.  E.  W. 
Lewin-Epstein,  Dr.  A.  M.  Radin,  and  Mr.  A. 
Lubarsky  also  left  for  Europe. 
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Xetter  from  Palestine 

(From  our  correspondent  ) 


JAFFA.  JERUSALEM, 


Dr.  Moses  Gaster,  after  having  attended  the 
Halulah  of  Rabbi  Simon  ben  Yeclwai  in 
Meron,  visited  the  Galalean  colonies  and  ar- 
rived in  Jaffa  on  May  9. 

He  came  to  see  and  not  to  be  seen,  as  he 
said,  refused  to  attend  meetings  and  avoided 
every  kind  of  demonstration.  This  greatly 
displeased  the  local  Zionists.  Ii\  an  interview 
with  the  delegates  of  the  recently  established 
Anglo- Palestine  Jews'  Club,  he  said: 

Palestine  has  a  great  future  before  it.  The 
Turkish  government  was  favorably  disposed  to 
the  Jews,  it  offered  every  facility  for  buying 
land,  especially  to  the  south  of  Palestine,  and 
he  believed  that  Jews  who  had  lived  in  Eng- 
land for  a  period  of  10  years  and  were  natu- 
ralized should  be  settled  there.  He  strongly 
urged  the  need  of  teaching  Palestinian  chil- 
dren the  Arabic  and  Turkish  languages,  so 
as  to  be  able  to  enter  the  civil  service  of  the 
government.  In  every  way  Dr.  Gaster  seemed 
to  dissent  from  the  propagandists  here.  He 
deplored  the  existing  fanaticism,  and  the  new- 
ly introduced  Russian  anarchism.  He  advised 
English  and  American  Jews  to  choose  the 
golden  medium. 

Circulars  have  been  sent  to  all  the  colonies 
by  Mr.  Lenox  Lowe  of  the  South  African 
Zionist  Federation  asking  them  to  send  on 
specimens  of  Palestinian  produce  and  manu- 
factures to  South  Africa,  as  they  propose  hold- 
ing a  Palestinian  exhibition. 

The  colonies  are  full  of  life,  especially  dur- 
ing the  summer  months.  The  colonists  are 
reaping  and  harvesting  joyfully,  as  their  crops 
turned  out  well.  Unfortunately,  around  the 
Gaza  district  the  crops  have  failed  and  there 
will  be  great  distress  among  the  Fellahin.  In 
consequence  of  this,  the  opening  of  the  Gaza 
.it^ency  of  the  Anglo- Palestine  Co.  has  been 
l»ostponed  till  the  next  season. 


Dr.  Gaster  arrived  here  on  the  eve  of  Sheb- 
noth.  He  was  followed  by  Chief  Rabbis 
Chazaud  and  Simon  of  Alexandria  and  Cairo, 
respectively.  The  three  rabbis  endeavored  to 
restore  peace  among  the  rival  factions  of  the 
deposed  Haham  Bashi  Yacob  Meir  and  the 
present  Haham  Shalm  Panizeel.  It  is  pos- 
sible that  Rabbi  Simon  of  Cairo  will  yet  accept 
the  office  of  Haham  Bashi,  as  he  has  been 
approached  on  this  matter  by  both  the  op- 
posing parties. 

A  new  society  has  been  formed  that  has 
been  designated  "Zerubbabel."  It  consists  of 
millers  and  flour  merchants.  They  propose 
buying  up  the  corn  and  wheat  of  the  country 
and  grinding  it  in  their  own  mills.  Our  bank 
is  interest-ed  in  this  business.  This  will  mean 
a  decrease  in  the  importation  of  Russian  flour. 
Jewish  agriculturists  will  find  a  ready  market 
for  their  grains  here,  and  the  money  will  pass 
from  Jewish  into  Jewish  hands. 

Yet  another  society  has  been  formed.  "The 
B*nci  Yehudah."  Its  objects  are:  "(1)  To  de- 
velop commercial  industry  in  the  Holy  Land. 
(2)  To  strengthen  the  hands  of  every  new- 
comer desirous  of  doing  business  here.^*  The 
society  consists  of  100  members.  With  the 
proceeds  of  the  shares  subscribed  a  weaving 
factory  has  been  established,  which  will  be 
rtt)!e  to  compete  in  the  European  market  both 
in  price  and  quality.  The  dividend  is  to  be 
divided  annually.  The  B*nei  Yehoudah  is  to 
establish  agencies  in  all  the  towns  and  colonies 
of  Palestine. 

The  Bezalel  has  procured  the  sum  of  60,- 
000  francs  from  the  National  Fund,  and  is 
soon  to  erect  a  building  of  its  own. 

On  the  whole  Jerusalem  is  making  rapid 
progress.  A  building  boom  is  epidemic,  and 
every  one  possessing  means  thinks  only  of 
buying  land  and  erecting  houses. 
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South  African  Federation 


We  have  received  from  the  South  African 
Federation  a  report  oi  all  meetings  held  by  its 
executive  from  February  17  to  March  26. 
A  large  part  of  the  account  is  of  local  inter- 
est only,  but  Zionists  workers  will  be  inter- 
ested, we  do  not  doubt,  in  the  abstract  given 
below,  showing  the  difficulties  under  which 
our  sister  organization  labors,  and  how  its  able 
officers  are  meeting  these  difficulties.  For 
brevity's  sake,  intermediate  dates  are  omit- 
ted: 

On  the  17th  of  February  the  following  reso- 
lutions were  passed: 

That  steps  be  taken  to  enable  a  representa- 
tive Zionist  to  be  nominated  for  the  Trans- 
vaal Upper  House. 

That  a  senior  officer  of  the  Executive,  with 
any  one  member  of  the  Committee,  be  em- 
powered to  act  in  case  of  emergency. 

That  with  regard  to  political  questions  the 
Zionist  Federation  has  the  duty  of  watching 
over  and  seeing  that  the  interests  of  Jews  are 
carefully  safeguarded. 

Final  arrangements  were  made  (February 
26)  to  hold  a  meeting  of  all  representative 
Jewish  institutions  to  consider  the  wave  of 
Anti-Semitism  spreading  over  South  Africa. 

The  Finance  Committee  reported  that  they 
proposed  to  give  notice  to  all  societies  tfhat 
all  those  which  did  not  pay  dues  should  cease 
to  be  affiliated,  also,  that  a  full  list  showing 
which  societies  paid  and  which  were  in  ar- 
rears should  be  circulated  in  South  A  frica  in 
order  to  check  the  accounts  kept  at  the  head 
office. 

The  appointment  of  Dyan  Rabinowitz  as 
traveling  lecturer  for  Zionist  propaganda  for 
two  months  was  sanctioned. 

It  was  decided  to  inform  the  Potchefstroom 
Zionist  Society  that  in  accordance  with  the 
rules  of  the  Federation  the  expenses  of  speak- 
ers invited  to  attend  local  meetings  must  be 
remitted  in  advance  to  the  South  African 
Zionist  Federation. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Goldreich,  chairman  of  the  Shek- 
el Committee,  reported  that  the  Public  Dem- 
onstration held  on  the  24th  inst,  had  been 
most  successful. 


The  Oudtshoorn  Zionist  Society  were  re- 
quested (March  5)  to  act  in  accordance  with 
the  resolutions  passed  by  the  Federation,  so 
as  to  enable  all  societies  in  South  Africa  to  be 
guided  by  the  same  laws  and  sentiments. 

The  -Commisioner  for  Juvenile  Societies  re- 
ported that  meetings  were  being  arranged 
throughout  the  Transvaal  to  reorganize  all 
Juvenile  Societies  and  that  a  Jewish  Amateur 
Dramatic  Society  had  offered  its  services  in 
that  respect. 

The  English  Zionist  Federation  was  inform- 
ed that  the  South  African  Zionist  Federation 
would  be  prepared  to  help  them  in  the  issue 
of  Zionist  pamphlets  on  receipt  of  advance 
copies. 

The  following  resolution  was  moved  by  Ad- 
vocate A.  L.  Cohn,  and  seconded  by  E.  Friijd- 
lander,  Esq.  (Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Depu- 
ties) at  the  joint  meeting  of  delegates  of  all 
Jewish  institutions  called  by  the  South  African 
Zionist  Federation  on  March  6: 

"That  this  meeting  of  rq>resentattves  of  tte' 
various  Jewish  bodies,  finding  that  the  Jew- 
ish Board  of  Deputies  is  not  a  sufficiently  rep- 
resentative institution,  hereby  request  that 
institution  to  take  steps  to  become  more  rep- 
resentative." 

It  was  resolved  that  the  editors  of  certain 
newspapers  be  again  written  to  with  refer- 
ence to  the  term  "Jew"  appearing  in  their 
columns  as  a  term  of  reproach. 

A  letter  was  received  from  the  editor  of 
the  Transvaal  Leader,  stating  that  the  term 
Jew  in  a  derogator>*  sense  was  strictly  pro- 
hibited, and  thanking  the  Federation  for  call- 
ing his   attention   to   it. 

It  was  further  resolved  to  issue  notices  in 
Yiddish  to  the  effect  that  permits  are  still  re- 
quired to  enter  the  Transvaal,  for  many  people 
seem  to  be  under  the  impression  that  they  are 
not  required.  Societies  should  take  note  of 
this  and  spread  the  information. 

In  view  of  certain  cases  having  come  before 
the  Federation  of  people  becoming  abso- 
lutely impoverished  through  the  liard  times,  it 
was  resolved  to  accept  the  offer  of  Mr.  A. 
Sprinz,  of  $5(X),  and  Mr.  I.  Caplan  of  $250, 
toward  a  loan  fund  to  advance  50  per  cent, 
free  of  interest,  to  such  persons  having  regis- 
tered shares  in  the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust, 
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A  table  given  in  the  report  shows  that  of  the 
Federation  dues  remitted  by  the  different  so- 
cieties during  the  period  from  January  1, 
1906^  to  March,  1907,  more  than  half  of  the 
societies  had  not  remitted  any  dues  at  all. 

Notwithstanding  the  different  methods  tried 
by  the  South  African  Zionist  Federation  to 
stimulate  and  keep  active  Zionist  work  and 
workers  in  every  part  of  South  Africa,  a  cer- 
tain calm  seems  to  have  come  over  the  stormy 
sea  of  Zionist  controversy,  which  is  much 
worse  than  even  what  one  might  call  civil 
warfare  on  Zionist  policy. 

Because  the  general  objects  of  Zionism  are 
now  no  longer  subjects  of  heated  and  acrim- 
onious discussion,  is  no  reason  why  we  should 
be  content  to  live  in  hope  of  some  one  else 
doing  our  share  of  the  work. 

In  the  first  place,  instead  of  every  society 
appointing  its  officers  on  account  of  their 
knowledge  of  Zionism  and  energy  in  commu- 
nal work,  many  appear  to  have  been  elected 
on  account  of  their  financial  position,  hence 
instead  of  a  meeting  being  called  at  least 
once  a  month  in  every  town  and  village  of  this 
continent,  hardly  any  reports  appear  in  the 
local  and  Johannesburg  press  of  Zionists 
coming  together  for  propaganda  work,  and 
other  purposes. 

The  South  African  Zionist  Federation  is  well 
aware  that  the  Zionist  conscience  only  requires 
the  fuse  of  intelligent  exhortation  to  be  applied 
to  the  torch  of  brotherly  love  to  light  up  a 
fire  of  Zionist  enthusiasm,  the  same  as  Wolff- 
sohn's  visit  created. 

But  when  the  Zionist  Federation  applied  to 
Societies  for  $5,000,  to  engage  a  Traveling 
Lecturer,  the  response  was  so  infinitesimal 
that  the  idea  had  to  be  dropped.  There- 
fore the  duties  have  devolved  now  upon  the 
Societies  themselves,  and  we  particularly 
point  out  the  urgent  necessity  of  explaining  to 
the  members  of  the  Societies  the  following: 


(a)  The  duty  of  propaganda  work, 
reading  of  Zionist  literature,  especially  the 
pamphlet  entitled  "Ten  Years  of  Zionism,'' 
subscribing  to  the  official  organ  Die  Welt, 
and  Ha-Olam,  also  the  London  Jewish 
Chronicle,  and  the  American  Maccabaean. 

By  doing  this  the  leaders  of  local  societies 
will  be  able  to  give  information  to  the  mem- 
bers, and  also  to  deal  with  enquiries  after 
Zionist  truth. 

(b)  To  make  each  individual  Zionist  So- 
ciety a  model  of  organization,  so  that  the  Fed- 
eration may  be  certain  that  when  any  orders 
are  issued  they  will  be  carried  out  as  in  a 
model  state. 

(c)  The  creation  of  Juvenile  Societies  so 
as  to  draw  together  all  the  Jewish  youth  and 
interest  them  in  Jewish  work. 

(d)  The  special  matters  which  both  juvenile 
and  adult  societies  should  take  in  hand  are: 

1.  The  support  of  the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust 
which  has  established  its  agency  in  Johan- 
nesburg. 

2.  The  Olive  Tree  Fund  by  which  Palestine 
will  be  reafforested.  Every  man,  woman  and 
child  should  be  induced  to  pay  at  least  6s.  in 
the  course  of  the  year,  so  as  to  have  one  tree 
planted  in  Palestine. 

3.  The  Jewish  Colonial  Share  Club,  by  means 
of  which  anyone  can  become  a  shareholder  in 
the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust  by  paying  3d.  weekly. 

(e)  And  finally,  the  Wolff sohn  Fund  (Pal- 
estine Acquisition)  which  has  for  its  object  the 
raising  of  a  quarter  of  a  million  for  politi- 
cal propaganda  work,  and  should  serve  as  a 
memento  of  Wolffsohn's  visit  and  an  incen- 
tive to  the  other  parts  of  the  world  to  do 
likewise.  South  Africa's  share  is  $25,000,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  every  Zionist  will  be 
glad  to  prove  to  Mr.  Wolff  sohn  that  the  en- 
thusiasm caused  by  his  appearance  here  not 
only  touched  the  people's  hearts  but  also  their 
pockets. 
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Canadian  Zionists 


Minutes  of  the  May  Executive 
Meeting 


(From  a  Maccabaean  Correspondent) 


Zionist  propaganda  continues  to  be  energetic- 
ally promoted  in  all  the  chief  Jewish  centers 
of  Canada,  notably  in  Montreal,  Toronto,  Win- 
nipeg and  Ottawa.  The  appeal  of  the  Actions 
Committee  for  the  remittance  of  shekel  fees 
before  April  30  was  responded  to  by  the  re- 
mittance of  shekolim  from  several  thousand 
Canadian  Zionists,  and  a  further  collection  is 
being  made  to  be  forwarded  to  Europe  before 
the  holding  of  the  Eighth  Congress. 

Mr.  Clarence  I.  de  Sola,  president  of  the 
Federation,  recently  made  an  extended  tour 
through  the  Western  Canadian  cities,  address- 
ing large  mass  meetings,  and  much  practical 
work  was  accomplished  in  the  form  of  sub- 
scriptions to  the  various  funds.  His  brother, 
Rev.  Meldola  de  Sola,  also  lately  addressed  a 
mass  meeting  in  Toronto  which  was  attended 
by  over  1,500  Zionists,  the  hall  proving  inade- 
quate for  the  large  audience.  He  also  ad- 
dressed a  large  Zionist  meeting  at  Kingston, 
Ont.,  where  a  new  Young  People's  Society  has 
just  been  organized. 

The  Zionists  of  Hamilton,  Ont,  are  organ- 
izing a  new  Zionist  Society  under  the  leader- 
ship of  Mr.  I.  Mintz,  Mr.  M.  Walter  and  Mr. 
M.  Goldstein.  A  new  Zionist  Society  has  also 
lately  been  organized  in  Winnipeg,  Man.,  and 
in  London,  Ont. 

The  executive  of  t^e  Canadian  Zionist  Fed- 
eration is  arranging  for  the  holding  of  the 
next  Canadian  Convention,  which  will  take 
place  on  June  30  and  following  days.  Ottowa, 
the  capital  of  the  Dominion,  has  been  selected 
as  the  place  of  meeting., 


The  Federation  office  has  ready  for  dis- 
tribution a  Yiddish  translation  of  Dr.  Solomon 
Schechter's  pamphlet,  "Zionism :  A  Sutcment,** 
made  by  Mr.  Leon  Zolotkoff,  of  Chicago.  It 
can  be  secured  from  the  Federation  office  at 
a  nominal  price. 


A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Federation  of  American  Zionists  was  held 
on  Monday  evening.  May  13,  at  403  W.  115th 
Street,  New  York  City. 

There  were  present  Dr.  Harry  Friedenwald, 
President,  in  the  chair ;  Messrs.  Abel,  Fromen- 
son,  Livingston,  Lieberman,  Lubarsky,  Lipsky, 
Lewin-Epstein,  Prensky,  Rosovsky,  Dr.  Frie4- 
lander.  Dr.  Radin,  Dr.  Schechter,  and  the  Sec- 
retary. The  following  gentlemen  were  present 
by  invitation:  Mr.  Morris  Alexander,  of  Cape 
Town,  Africa,  Dr.  H.  J.  Epstein,  President  of 
the  Zionist  Council  of  Greater  New  York,  and 
Dr.  A.  Wolf  of  St.  Louis. 

The  Secretary -reported  that  notices  and  i::- 
st  ructions  regarding  the  election  of  delegates 
to  the  Eighth  Zionist  Congress  had  been  issued 
to  all  societies  and  councils  having  paid  or 
collected  Shekolim.  The  societies  had  been 
formed  into  51  Shekel  Groups  of  at  least  200 
Shekel-payers  each,  that  being  the  minimum 
number  of  votes  necessary  to  elect  a  delegate. 
The  Congress  will  be  held  at  The  Hague,  Aug- 
ust 14-20. 

The  Convention  Committee  reported  that  it 
had  made  a  contract  with  the  proprietor  of 
the  Fairmount  Hotel,  Tannersville,  where  the 
convention  will  be  held  June  28- July  3.  The 
committee  reported  also  that  it  is  at  work  on 
a  souvenir  program  for  the  convention,  and 
that  arrangements  have  been  made  with  the 
railroads  for  the  one  and  one-third  Convention 
fare  for  delegates  and  visitors. 

The  crusade  of  the  Hebrew  Union  College 
against  Zionism  was  called  to  the  attention  of 
the  committee  and  the  secretary.  Dr.  Kohler, 
president  of  the  Hebrew  Union  College,  had 
alleged,  among  other  things,  that  the  Zionists 
of  America  had  no  sense  of  loyalty  to  the 
United  States  or  to  Judaism.  The  following 
answer  was  sent  to  the  Jewish  press : 

"At  a  meeting  of- the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  Federation  of  American  Zionists,  held 
on  Monday  evening.  May  13,  1907,  attention 
was  called  to  the  fact  that,  in  connection  with 
the  retirement  of  three  Zionist  professors  from 
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the  faculty  of  the  Hebrew  Union  College,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Kaufman  Kohlcr,  in  his  capacity  as 
president  of  the  college,  has  seen  fit  to  charge 
the  Zionists  of  America  with  a  lack  of  loyalty 
to  Judaism  and  of  patriotism  to  this  country. 

"The  first  charge  we  can  pass  over  without 
answer,  leaving  the  question  of  our  loyalty  to 
Judaism  to  the  judgment  of  the  American 
Jews. 

"As  to  the  second  aspersion,  we  regret  that 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Kohler  has  found  it  necessary,  in 
order  to  justify  the  position  he  has  taken,  to 
use  against  us  the  arguments  worn  threadbare 
by  the  Anti-Semites  in  their  attacks  upon  Jews 
in  general.    We  regard  this  as  a  calumny  which 
we  repudiate  both  as  Americans  and  as  Jews. 
Harry  Friedenwald, 
President; 
J.  L.  Magnes, 

Secretary. 

Mr.  Lieberman,  chairman,  reported  for  the 
committee  that  election  of  directors  of  the 
Maccabean  Publishing  Company  would  be  held 
in  June,  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  the 
Company.  He  asked  that  a  member  of  the 
Executive  Committee  be  empowered  to  cast 
the  vote  for  the  Federation  holdings  of  stock. 
Mr.  Lieberman  was  authorized  to  cast  such 
vote. 

Mr.  Lewin-Epstein  reported,  as  chairman  of 
the  Palestine  committee,  that  about  $1,100  had 
been  collected  for  Palestine  during  the  last 
four  months.  He  reported  also  that  the  Pales- 
tine Commission  had  granted  his  committee  a 
rebate  of  25  per  cent,  on  all  receipts,  to  be 
applied  for  making  propaganda  for  Palestine 
activities  in  this  country.  The  Palestine  Com- 
mittee had  enlisted  the  services  of  Mr.  David 
Schub,  who  was  now  making  a  tour  of  the 
New  England  States.  If  this  tour  proved  suc- 
cessful, other  tours  in  more  distant  sections  of 
the  country  would  be  mapped  out. 

Mr.  N.  Prensky,  chairman,  had  no  report  to 
make,  inasmuch  as  his  committee  found  itself 
at  a  standstill,  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  bank- 
ing laws  of  the  State  of  New  York  did  not 
permit  banking  corporations  to  close  their  of- 
fices on  Saturdays  and  Jewish  holidays.  Sev- 
eral suggestions  were  made  to  the  committee 
in  connection  with  the  obtaining  of  a  special 
enabling  act  from  the  State  Legislature,  and 
it  was  requested  to  report  at  the  next  meeting. 


Minutes  of  the  June  Meeting 


A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Federation  of  American  Zionists  was  held 
on  Monday  afternoon,  June  10,  at  108  Second 
avenue,  New  York. 

A  number  of  resolutions,  submitted  by  so- 
cieties in  accordance  with  request  made 
through  circular  letter,  were  presented.  Sev- 
eral, relating  to  Convention  arrangements, 
were  adopted  by  the  Convention  Committee; 
and  the  remainder  were  ordered  printed  and 
submitted  for  the  consideration  of  the  socie- 
ties, which  should  be  requested  to  instruct 
their  delegates  thereon. 

It  was  resolved  that  Actions  Committee  be 
requested  to  allow  15  per  cent,  rebate  on  Shekel 
remittances  until  debt  of  Maccabaean  Publish- 
ing Company,  contracted  under  the  old  man- 
agement, be  liquidated;  such  debt  at  the  pres- 
ent time  amounting  to  $1,700. 

It  was  resolved  to  submit  to  the  Convention 
the  following  recommendations  to  the  Eighth 
Zionist  Congress: 

That  until  the  following  Congress,  Nation- 
al Fund  money  be  not  used  for  the  purchase 
of -land  in  Palestine;  and  that  the  money  be 
deposited  with  the  Anglo-Palestine  Company 
for  the  establishment  of  an  agrarian  section 
of  the  Anglo- Palestine  Company  in  Palestine; 
the  Ang!o- Palestine  Company  to  furnish  suf- 
ficient guarantee  that  the  money  be  returned 
to  the  National  Fund  on  time-demand. 

That  tjie  Convention  recommend  that  400 
votes  be  necessary  to  elect  one  delegate  to  the 
Congress,  instead  of  200,  as  heretofore;  and 
that  votes  cast  by  mail  be  also  considered 
valid. 

The  Poale  Zion  representative  reported  that 
the  Poale  Zion  Organization  now  consists  of 
40  societies,  from  which  about  800  Shekolim 
were  collected  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
June  1st.  Four  delegates  to  the  Congress  have 
been  elected.  The  first  international  confer- 
ence of  the  Poale  Zion  Organizations  will  be 
held  at  The  Hague,  one  week  prior  to  the 
opening  of  the  Eighth  Congress,  and  wfll  be 
attended  by  delegates  from  America,  Russia, 
Austria,  England  and  Palestine.  The  Central 
Committee  of  the  Poale  Zion  has  already  elect- 
ed one  delegate  to  the  Convention  of  the  Fed- 
eration, and  was  accorded  representation  on 
the  basis  of  one  delegate  for  every  hundred 
payers  of  5-cent  dues  to  the  Federation. 
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Federation  CoUections 


NATIONAL  FUND  STAMPS 


New  York. 

Office    $3.00 

Dr.  J.  L.  Magnes  1.00 

Zion  Benevolent  Society   3.00 

Young  Austro-Hungarian  Zionists 1.00 

Office  1.60 

Cash   01 

Dr.  S.  Schechter  1.00 

Office    1.00 

Office  2.00 

A.  Lubarsky 1.00 

Office 1.00 

Young  Austro-Hungarian  Zionists 1.00 

Zionist  Council    , 4.00 

Cash   25 

Office   75 

Poale  Zion  50.00 

Office  1.30 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

H.  Zinman   1.00 

Chicago,  III. 

J.  Katzoflf   15.00 

Order  Knights  of  Zion   50.00 

N.  D.  Kaplan   1.00 

Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Sons  and  Daughters  of  Z 2.50 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Zionist  Council  19.70 

Cleveland,  O. 

Zionist  Council    15.00 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

N.    Prensky    6.00 

New  Britain,  Conn. 

Bnai  Zion  4.00 


$187.11 


NATIONAL  FUND  DONATIONS. 
Los  Angeles,  Cal. 
Ahawath  Zion,  Donation  on  Jahrzeit  of 

Dr.  Herzl $5.00 

Cleveland,  O. 
Coll.    at    Klein    Wedding    by    Mrs.    G. 

Laufman  and  Mr.  Shreiber 13.25 

Donation  by  Mr.   Max  Kolinsky 1.00 

Berwick   I  a 
Coll.  by  Dr.  L  H.  Levin,'  at  Brith  Mil- 

lah  Son  of  E.  H.  Bayarsky 6.50 

-$25.75 

GOLDEN  BOOK  ENTRIES.       .. 
New  York. 

Zion  Circle  Mefitsei  Sfath  Eber $50.00 

Per  Friends  of  Zion :  "In  celebration  of 
Tenth   Anniversary   of   Friends   of 


Zion   Society,   April    14,   1907"....  50.00 

"Eliakum  Zunser"    50.00 

Per  Young  Austro-Hungarian  Zionists, 

"A.    H.    Fromenson"    50.00 

Cleveland,  O. 
Per  Zion  Council:  "Eighth  Zionist  Con- 
gress"      50.00 

"Tenth  Annual  Convention  of  the  Fed- 
eration of  American  Zionists" 50.00 

Louisville,  Ky. 
Per  Sons  and  Daughters  of  Zion,  "The 

late  Dr.  L.  N.  Dembitz"  50.00 

Sons  and  Daughters  of  Zion 50.00 

$400.00 


JEWISH    COLONIAL    TRUST    SHARES. 

New   York. 

Zion's  Kaempfer $10.00 

Bennie   Antlis    5.00 

Ray  Einfrank  5.00 

Isaac  Bertmann   .  .\ 5.00 

Isaac   Hirschtritt    5.00 

W.  Schwartz 5.00 

Louisville,  Ky. 

Sons  and   Daughters  of  Zion 100.00 

Brownsville,  N.  Y. 

Elimelech    Levine    5.00 

Eli  Kaminer 5.00 

Degel  Zion   5.00 

FrrcHBURG,  Mass. 

Leon  Shernowitz 5.00 

Boston,  Mass. 

Isaac    Harris    5.00 

J.  Farbstein   5.00 

Annie  Sidel   5.00 

Efraim  Greenberg  5.00 

Houston,  Tex. 
M.  Ditch 5.00 


$180.00 


Perth  Amboy,  N.  J. 
The  Chovevi  Zion  of  Perth  Amboy,  report 
the  following  collection  for  the  National  Fund : 
Mr.  Samuel  Fine,  $0.50;  Mr.  H.  Ellis,  $1.00; 
Mr.  L.  Eisenberg,  $0.25;  Mr.  L.  Pearlnian, 
$1.00;  Mr.  L.  Schapiro,  $1.00;  Mr.  W.  Fine, 
$0.50:  Mr.  B.  Levin,  $1.00;  Mr.  B.  Goldsmith, 
$0.50;  Mr.  M.  Shamskv,  $1.00;  Mr.  L.  Briger, 
$0.50:  Mr.  L.  Weddef.  $0.50;  Coll.  at  Brith 
Millah,  $2.90;  Brith  Millah,  J.  Margaretin, 
$3.'45:  Coll.  Ph.  Levin,  $3.13;  Mr.  L.  Branes, 
$0.50:  Mr.  Chover,  $2.25;  Mr.  B.  Goldsmith, 
$1.00;  Mr.  H.  Ellis,  $1.00;  Mr.  J.  Slohadrew, 
$1.00;  Mr.  L.  Eisenberg,  $0.50;  Mr.  Pearlaman, 
$1.00:  Mr.  Halpern.  $2.00;  Mr.  Berger,  $0.50; 
Mr.  Becker.  $0.50;  total,  $27.88. 
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Boston  Letter 


From  a  Correspondent. 


Boston,  June  7. 
Last  Sunday  evening,  June  2,  we  held  a 
large  mass  meeting  in  Boston,  for  the  prupose 
of  reorganizing  the  old  Dorshei  Zion,  No.  1. 
The  meeting  was  held  at  Baldwin  Place  Hall, 
and  was  largely  attended,  which  was  surpris- 
ing on  account  of  the  weather.  The  meeting 
was  addressed  by  the  following  gentlemen: 
Mr  Joseph  Gold,  Rabbi  Shapiro,  of  New  York, 
and  Rabbi  P.  I.  Israelite,  Vice-President  of 
the  Zionist  Council.  M.  Yorshes,  an  eight- 
year-old  boy,  recited  "The  Waters  of  Baby- 
lon," and  Robert  Rinder  sang  "Hatikvoh." 
Julius  Meyer,  President  of  the  Zionist  Coun- 
cil, presided. 

After  the  public  meeting  a  number  enrolled 
as  members,  the  association  was  reorgan- 
ized and  the  following  officers  elected :  Simon 
Freedman,  President;  Joseph  Melnick,  Vice- 
President;  F.  Jacobson,  Secretary,  and  M. 
Golding,  Treasurer.  Executive  Committee : 
J.  Fine,  M.  Lcvine  and  M.  Yankelovitz.  The 
association  has  lost  its  charter.  As  you  know, 
the  President  of  the  Association,  who  died 
suddenly,  had  a  number  of  things  in  his  pos- 
session belonging  to  the  old  organization, 
which  we  cannot  recover  at  the  present  time. 
They  have  requested  me  to  ask  for  a  duplicate 
of  the  charter.  In  former  years,  the  society 
had  a  very  large  membership  and  paid  a  large 
number  of  shekolim,  and  I  hope  that  the  so- 
ciety will  go  back  to  its  former  standing.  At 
the  next  meeting  they  expect  to  elect  delegates 
to  the  Boston  Council. 

On  Sunday,  May  26,  Tiphereth  of  Zion  held 
an  entertainment  for  the  benefit  of  the  Bezalel 
at  the  North  Russel  St.  Synagogue.  It  was 
fairly  attended  owing  to  the  weather  which 
prevailed.  Joseph  Gold  presided.  Rabbi  M. 
M.  Eichler  and  Mr.  Jacob  de  Haas  delivered 
addresses  with  eloquence.  Rev.  M.  M.  Eichler 
denounced  the  action  of  the  Governor  of  the 
Hebrew  Union  College  of  Cincinnati  toward 
its  professors,  and  Mr.  de  Haas  spoke  on  the 
importance  of  the  forthcoming  convention  and 
Congress,  and  afterwards  on  the  general  con- 


dition of  Zionism,  and  made  a  strong  appeal 
for  the  movement.  A  number  of  vocal  and  in- 
strumental selections  were  rendered  in  the 
evening.  Mr.  Robert  Rinder  sang  "Hatikvoh.* 
The  Zion  Literary  society  installed  its  offi- 
cers, at  the  last  meeting,  for  the  ensuing  term. 
Mr.  Nathan  Zeitlin,  President;  Cantor  Ervin 
Wolkowitz,  of  the  Temple  Ohabei  Shalom, 
Vice-President,  and  Albert  Melinger,  Secre- 
tary and  Treasurer.  The  Executive  Commit- 
tee is  composed  of  Mr.  Isaac  Harris,  Louis 
Mazur  and  Henry  H.  Levenson.  The  dele- 
gates to  the  Zionist  Council  are  Mr.  Jacob  dc 
Haas,  Leo  J.  Lyons  and  Julius  Meyer.  Mr. 
Zeitlin  delivered  a  very  interesting  short  ad- 
dress and  Mr.  Jacob  de  Haas  delivered  the 
final  address  on  the  evidence  of  Jewish  Na- 
tionalism.   Rabbi  M.  M.  Eicher  also  spoke. 

The  Daughters  of  Zidn  installed  their  offi- 
cers on  Wednesday,  May  8,  at  the  rooms  of 
the  Young  Men's  Hebrew  Association.  It  was 
largely  attended.  Leo.  J.  Lyons  acted  as  in- 
stalling officer. 

The  National  Fund  Committee  is  now  dis- 
tributing boxes  for  the  National  Fund.  Since 
the  reorganization  of  the  present  council  things 
have  been  progressing  very  satisfactorily,  and 
we  hope  to  improve  our  general  Zionist  work 
in  the  city. 

^The  Daughters  of  Zion  have  appropriated 
$25  for  the  Herzl  Wald,  but  the  money  has  not 
been  forwarded  to  the  Treasurer  yet.  I  have 
also  been  promised  money  for  ten  or  fifteen 
trees,  which  I  expect  to  get  in  a  few  days,  and 
shall  forward  the  money  as  soon  as  I  receive  it 
I  shall  make  a  public  request,  through  the  Bos- 
ton Advocate,  for  the  Jews  to  buy  trees  for 
the  Herzl  .Wald.  I  will  send  you  a  list  of  or- 
ganizations who  pay  their  shekel.  Kindly  in- 
form me  of  your  final  receipts  up  to  date  for 
shekolim  which  have  not  come  through  the 
Council  to  date. 


Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
At  a  reunion  of  the  Rochester  Y.  M.  H.  A., 
and  the  BuflFalo  Sons  and  Daughters  of  Zion, 
held  at  Buffalo,  the  sum  of  $2.40  was  collected 
for  the  National  Fund  from  Mishabarachs. 
Though  Buffalo  is  a  larger  Jewish  city  than 
Rochester,  the  latter  has  more  Zionists. 
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Southeastern   Council  of 
Zionists. 


The  fourth  annual  conference  of  the  South- 
eastern Council  of  Zionists  was  held  Sunday, 
May  26,  in  Washington,  D.  C.  The  following 
delegates  were  present: 

Zion  Association,  Baltimore,  Md. :  J.  Lip- 
nick,  Sr.,  M.  Chideckel,  J.  L.  Isaacs  and  P. 
Gordon. 

Ezras  Chovevi  Zion,  Baltimore,  Md.:  I.  B. 
Brodie,  H.  Miller,  A.  Blusky  and  N.  Sauber. 

Daughters  of  Zion,  Baltimore,  Md. :  Miss  K. 
Fineman,  Miss  E.  Walbarsht,  Miss  S.  Cooper. 

Tekwath  Zion,  Baltimore,  Md. :  Mr.  A.  Lcib- 
owitz,  Mr.  H.  Kolker. 

Children  of  Zion,  Baltimore,  Md. :  Frank 
Slusky. 

Young  Peoples'  Union,  Washington,  D.  C: 
Miss  Ida  Harmel,  Mr.  Chas.  Stein,  Mr.  M. 
Freilichoff. 

Bnai  Zion,  Washington,  D.  C. :  I.  Rosenfeld, 
Louis  Cohen. 

American  Zionists,  Portsmouth,  Va.:  Miss 
Fannie  Rosenthal. 

Zion  Social,  Hagerstown:  Miss  Esther 
Caplon. 

Dr.  S.  Shaffer,  President  of  the  Council, 
opened  the  meeting  with  greetings  to  the  as- 
sembled delegates  and  visitors,  and  made  a  few 
remarks  on  the  present  tendencies  of  our 
"  movement 

The  officers  of  the  Council  reported  progress 
made  in  all  branches  during  the  past  year. 
Stamps  and  contributions  made  to  the  National 
Fund  amounted  to  $335.00.  For  the  Palestine 
committee  the  amotmt  of  $380.50  was  collected. 

A  number  of  important  resolutions  were 
adopted  and  the  following  officers  were  elected : 

Dr.  S.  Shaffer,  president;  Sol.  Herman,  first 
vice-president;  Miss  Fannie  Rosenthal,  second 
vice-president,  Portsmouth,  Va. ;  Miss  Esther 
Koplon,  third  vice-president,  Hagerstown; 
N.  Saulier,  secretary,  3  N.  High  street,  Balti- 
more; Miss  Mollie  Sirosky,  treasurer;  I.  B. 
Brodie,  chairman  of  Propaganda  Committee; 
J.  L.  Isaacs,  chairman  National  Fund  and 
Jewish  Collection  Trust  Committee;  M.  Chi- 
deckel, chairman  Education  Committee;  and 
P.  Gordon,  chairman  Palestine  Committee. 


A  rousing  mass  meeting  of  Zionists  was 
held  Sunday  evening,  May  26,  at  P3rthian  Tem- 
ple, under  the  auspices  of  the  South  Eastern 
Council  of  Zionists.  It  was  the  occasion  of  the 
fourth  annual  conference  of  the  South  East- 
ern Council,  and  delegates  were  present  rep- 
resenting all  the  Zionist  societies  in  Mary- 
land, Virginia  and  the  District  of  Columbia 
affiliated  with  it. 

The  Council  had  its  business  sessions  dur- 
ing the  day  and  the  reports  of  the  various 
committees  showed  that  good  progress  had 
been  made.  Dr.  S.  Shaffer  was  unanimously 
re-elected  President;  Mr.  Solomon  Herman, 
vice-president;  Miss  Sherasky,  treasurer;  Mr. 
Nathan  Sauber,  secretary;  Mr.  I.  N.  Brodie, 
chairman  Propaganda  Committee,  and  Mr. 
Paul  Gordon,  chairman  Palestine  Committee. 

The  mass  meeting  in  the  evening  was  high- 
ly successful,  the  hall  being  crowded  to  the 
doors. 

The  audience  was  addressed  by  four  speak- 
ers, Mr.  Nathan  Sauber,  Dr.  S.  Shaffer  and 
Mr.  M.  L.  Palitz,  of  Baltimore,,  and  Mr. 
Morris  Freilichoff,  of  Washington,  a  member 
of  the  Young  People's  Union  of  Zion. 

The  meeting  started  with  the  singing  of  the 
"Hatikvoh,"  after  which  Falk  Harmel,  chair- 
man of  the  Young  People's  Union  of  Zion,  in- 
troduced Mr.  Nathan  Sauber  as  chairman  for 
the  evening. 

Dr.  Shaffer,  the  principal  speaker,  outlined 
the  objects  of  the  Zionist  movement  and  the 
work  it  has  accomplished.    He  said : 

"Ten  years  or  more  ago  this  movement 
was  started,  and  the  eagerness  and  enthusiasm 
with  which  it  has  been  taken  up  by  the  mem- 
bers of  our  race  throughout  the  world  has 
been  almost  astounding.  In  every  country 
where  the  Jew  lives  on  the  globe  "Palestine 
for  the  Hebrew"  is  their  by-word  and  the 
bond  which  binds  them  for  concerted  action." 

Dr.  Shaffer  spoke  of  the  practical  work 
already  accomplished  in  Palestine. 

Mr.  Palitz,  the  second  speaker,  brought  out 
the  point  that  the  Jewish  people  are  the  strong- 
est on  earth.  In  the  face  of  the  long,  un- 
ending and  terrible  persecutions  they  have 
been  forced  to  endure  they  have  without  the 
aid  of  arms,   successfully  outlived   them  and 
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are  in  a  better  position  to  regain  their  lost 
land  than  ever  before. 

Mr.  Morris  Freilichoff,  the  last  speaker, 
also  delivered  a  strong  address.  He  dwelt  on 
the  present  status  of  the  Jewish  people.  **The 
Jews,"  he  said,  "find  themselves  an  ex-terri- 
torial race  without  a  home  of  their  own.  We 
have  no  government  to  defend  our  lives  and 
protect  our  rights— a  helpless  minority  every- 
where, being  subjected  to  inhuman,  barbarious 
and  unspeakable  horrors  even  in  the  twentieth 
century,  unwelcome  guests  in  countries  whereto 
we  fly  to  seek  refuge  from  persecution.  We 
find  ourselves  to-day  the  most  oppressed  of 
all  oppressed  people,  and  we  therefore  unite  to 
work  for  and  obtain  that  with  which  we  can 
continue  our  existence  as  a  race— our  own 
land  in  Palestine. 

"We  are  a  people  of  12,000,000  hated  nad 
oppressed  everywhere,  regarded  as  inferior 
creatures  and  treated  as  such.  We  believe  we 
are  as  good  as  any  other  people  on  the  face 
of  the  globe.  We  are  human  and  demand 
human  treatment.  We  claim  the  right  that 
every  other  nation  has — the  right  to  live  and 
develop  ourselves  as  a  free  and  independent 
nation.  We  have  served  the  world  well.  We 
have  contributed  to  art,  to  science,  to  litera- 
ture— we  did  our  best  to  help  the  world  along, 
and  for  this  we  were  paid  by  oppression,  per- 
secution and  social  ostracism  at  the  hands 
of  nearly  all  with  very  few  exceptions.  The 
world  owes  us  a  great  debt  and  we  claim 
that  they  pay  us  this  debt  by  helping  us  to 
regain  our  national  independence. 

"A  short  while  ago  I  read  an  account  of  a 
speech  delivered  here  by  a  local  Jewish  re- 
formed Rabbi,  attacking  our  movement  and 
asserting-  rather  boldly  that  the  Jewish  race 
is  passing  out  of  existence.  This  statement  is 
utterly  false  and  untrue,  and  in  giving  voice 
to  this  thought  of  his,  that  gentleman  places 
himself  in  the  same  category  with  those  who 
having  eyes  see  not,  ears  and   hear  not  the 


facts  and  deeds  pertaining  to  the  great  Jew- 
ish renaissance. 

"Everyone  acquainted  with  facts  knows  that 
the  Zionist  movement  is  spreading.  The  light 
of  it  has  penetrated  even  in  the  dark  halls  of 
the  Anti-National  Reformed  College  in  Cin- 
cinnati, from  which  three  prominent  members 
oi  the  faculty  have  just  resigned  rather  than 
give  up  their  Zionistic  convictions. 

"Zionism  is  also  making  heavy  inroads  in 
the  camp  of  the  Jewish  radicals,  as  the  won- 
derful growth  of  the  Poali  Zion  movement 
will  testify.  In  a  word,  all  the  elements  of 
3ur  people  are  getting  together  now  after  hav- 
ing been  convinced  that  in  Zionism  only  lies 
the  solution  of  the  great  Jewish  problem.  They 
are  joining  our  ranks  and  working  together 
with  us  for  our  national  liberation.  We  in- 
vite all  Jews^orthodox,  reformed,  radical,  no 
matter  what  their  individual  belief  may  be — 
to  join  us  in  our  great  work  of  liberation,  to 
help  us  to  lead  our  people  from  the  Egypts 
of  slavery  to  our  Canaan  of  liberty,  to  join 
in  the  only  battle  wherein  no  one  can  fail, 
where  "who  so  fadeth  and  dieth  their  deeds 
shall  still  prevail.' 

"The  Zionist  movement  has  emerged  from 
the  realm  of  words  to  the  field  of  deeds.  Al- 
ready from  Palestine  comes  the  glad  tidings 
of  new  life  and  activity,  and  it  is  our  duty 
to  encourage  and  support  all  this.  Let  us 
support  the  Bezalel,  National  Fund,  Colonial 
Trust,  Anglo-Palestine  Company  and  every- 
thing that  will  help  to  make  the  Jewish  set- 
tlers in  Palestine  self-supporting.  Let  us 
hasten  the  day  when  Palestine  will  be  covered 
with  Jewish  homes,  where  we  will  be  free 
from  massacres  and  oppression  and  where  we 
will  be  enabled  to  exist  as  a  free  and  happy 
people." 

During  the  evening  a  musical  program  was 
rendered.  Those  taking  part  were  Miss 
Blanche  Steiner,  Mr.  Uriel  Davis  and  Miss 
B.  Davis,  Miss  Kate  Safranek,  Miss  Celia 
Wolfe  and  Leo  Garner. 
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Dr.  Herzl  Zion  C3ub  of. 
New  York 


For  many-*years  the  Zionist  movement  in 
America  has  been  thinking  and  planning  a 
system  of  how  to  make  Zionists  of  the  Amer- 
ican boy.  At  the  last  convention  a  commit- 
tee was  appointed  to  form  Dr.  Herzl  groups, 
but  they  have  done  nothing.  Yet  a  few  boys 
of  the  East  Side  of  this  city  have  organized 
a  club  without  the  aid  of  either  the  Federa- 
tion or  this  committee.  This  club  is  the  Dr. 
Herzl  Zion  Club.  Is  the  American  boy  a 
Zionist  or  does  he  ever  think  of  this  move- 
ment? The  Dr.  Herzl  Zion  Club  has  an- 
swered these  questions.  This  club  has  fifty 
members,  forty  of  whom  can  converse  in  He- 
brew. 

The  Council  has  been  propagating  a  plan 
for  the  organization  of  a  Hebrew  Dramatic 
Club  in  this  city.  The  Dr.  Herzl  Zion  Club 
has  for  the  last  two  years  been  producing  a 
Hebrew  play,  "David  on  the  Battlefield,"  writ- 
ten by  Abraham  Goldfaden. 

Both  performances  took  place  in  Clinton 
Hall,  where  the  audience  was  addressed  by 
Dr.  Magnes,  Dr.  Radin,  Rev.  Masliansky  and 
others.  The  house  was  crowded  both  times 
and  the  club  charged  regular  prices  for  stand- 
ing room.  Many  Zionistic  societies  have  been 
trying  to  make  a  Zionistic  library.  The  Dc. 
Herzl  Zion  Club  has  such  an  institution.  Al- 
though it  is  on  a  small  scale,  yet  it  is  spreading 
the  Hebrew  language  among  its  members. 

One  thing  that  we  all  agree  upon  is  that  the 
thing  most  needed  in  the  Zionist  movement, 
excepting  workers,  is  money.  Many  of  the 
grown  up  Zionistic  societies  are  slow  in  giv- 
ing this  dire  necessity.  The  Dr.  Herzl  Zion 
Club  has  twice  contributed  $50  towards  the 
national  fund.  The  first  time  it  inscribed  in 
the  golden  book  our  beloved  son  of  the  hon- 
ored leader,  and  honorary  president  of  the 
.club,  Hans  Herzl  and,  the  second  time  the  great 
lecturer  and  Zionistic  agitator,  Rev.  H.  Mas- 
liansky. 

We  have  contributed  to  the  Bezalel  and 
other  Zionist  institutions. 

The  officers  of  the  club  are:  B.  Bricner, 
president;  E.  Colman,  vice-president,  and 
George  E.  Sokolsky,  161  Clinton  street,  secre- 


tary. B.  Bricner  and  G.  E.  Sokolsky  arr  the 
trustees.  Our  delegates  to  the  tenth  annual 
convention  are  B.  Bricner  and  A.  Silver. 

Any  boy  thirteen  years  or  over  can  become 
a  member  either  by  making  application  in  per- 
.son  or  by  writing  to  the  secretary. 

All  are  welcome  to  our  meetings,  Saturday 
evenings  in  Room  22,  of  the  Educational  Al- 
liance. George  E.  Sokolsky. 


AttaulU  on  Zionists 

A  Sofia  correspondent  of  the  London  Jew- 
ish Chronicle  writes : 

*T  regret  to  have  to  report  some  disgrace- 
^ful  incidents,  which  took  place  recently  in  this 
country,  and  which  show  that  the  Bulgarian 
Jews  need  a  firm  hand  to  deal  with  them. 
Last  week,  elections  were  held  in  several  con- 
gregations in  this  principality,  which  were 
characterized  by  scandalous  scenes  that  have 
placed  a  very  dangerous  weapon  in  the  hands 
of  the  anti-Semites.  The  elections  to  which 
I  refer  were  those  of  the  Executives  of  vari- 
ous congregations,  and  among  the  candidates 
were  nominees  of  Zionist  societies.  When 
Zionist  candidates  proceeded  to  record  their 
votes  they  were  attacked  by  a  number  of 
drunken  men,  who  flogged  them  with  whips 
and  beat  them  with  sticks.  In  Sofia,  in  a 
quarter  which  is  inhabited  only  by  poor  Jews, 
four  Zionists  who  happened  to  be  in  a  Jewish 
cafe  named  "Jerusalem,"  were  so  severely 
injured  that  they  had  to  be  immediately  re- 
moved to  the  hospital.  It  has  transpired  that 
the  drunken  assailants  received  two  hundred 
francs  for  their  dastardly  work.  Several  Jews 
were  arrested.  At  Philippopolis  even  Mace- 
donians and  g\'psies  were  prevailed  upon  to 


JOFPA, 
Our  correspondent,  in  a  private  letter,  ad- 
vises us  of  the  vital  importance  of  doing 
something  in  the  Gaza  region,  especially  by 
American  Zionists.  The  failure  of  the  cropy 
this  year,  corroborated  by  the  British  con- 
sular report,  will  enable  purchasers  of  land  to 
take  advantage  of  reduced  prices.  The  Arabs, 
our  correspondent  informs  us,  are  willing  to 
dispose  of  their"  property. 
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Increase  the  Circulation  of 
The  Maccabaean  Now 


THE  MACCABAEAN  has  decided  to  make  a  strong  effort 
to  increase  its  subscription  list  before  the  next  Con- 
vention, its  advertising  business,  and  also  to  enlarge 
its  department  for  the  sale  of  Zionist  literature,  but- 
tons, flags,  etc. 

We  want  to  secure  in  every  city  of  the  Union  a  re- 
liable agent  to  represent  us  who  will  devote  himself  or  her- 
self to  the  work,  with  more  than  the  usual  agent's  devotion 
and  enthusiasm,  for  work  in  behalf  of  The  Maccabaean  is 
work  in  the  cause  of  Zionism. 

A  liberal  commission  will  be  paid  to  competent  persons. 


Zionist  Boys  and  Girls 

Boys  and  girls  are  wanted  in  every  city  to  sell  single  copies 
of  The  Maccabaean.  We  want  The  Maccabaean  placed  before  the  public 
by  energetic  canvassers. 

To  any  Zionist  boy  or  girl  who  will  send  into  our  office  on  the 
first  of  each  month  35  cents,  we  will  send  five  copies  of  the  latest 
number  of  The  Maccabaean  to  be  sold  at  ten  cents  each.  For  all  copies 
unsold  and  returned  by  the  tenth  of  the '  month,  we  will  re-imburse 
the  agent  at  the  rate  of  seven  cents  each,  paying  for  the  postage. 
Special  terms  on  all  orders  for  more  than  five  copies. 

Special  TalfMble  prizes  will  be  awartfed  te  tke  bey  or  gM  wbo  selU  tbe 
most  copies.    Address 
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Die  Welt,  the  official  Zionist  (German)  weekly,  per  annum $3.40 

Mordecai  M.  Noah's  Discourse  on  the  Restoration  of  the  Jews IS 

Zionism :  IVhy  and  Wherefore,  by  J.  de  Haas,  per  copy 10 

Zionist  Studies,  by  A.  M.  Friedenberg,  per  copy 15 

Dubnow's  Theory  of  Jewish  Nationalism,  by  I.  Friedlaender,  Ph.D.,  per  copy 15 

Moses  Maimonides,  by  I.  Friedlaender,  Ph.D.,  per  copy,  10  cents,  100  copies 7.50 

The  Possibilities  of  Palestine,  by  Col.  C.  R.  Conder,  per  copy 10 

The  Three  Worthies,  from  Mordecai  Spector,  by  Louis  Lipsky,  per  copy 35 

Zionism  and  England's  Offer,  by  Israel  Zangwill,  per  copy 10 

Die  Stimme  der  Wahrheit,  a  Zionist  Year  Book  (German),  paper  cover 1.50 

Cloth,  $2.00.    Edition  de  Luxe,  $2.50.     Postage,  25  cents  extra. 

A  Jewish  State,  leather  bound,  $2,50 ,  Cloth,  $1.00 ;  Paper 50 

The  Discourses  of  Keidansky,  by  Bernard  G.  Richards,  per  copy SO 

Zionism,  by  Gottheil  and  Nordau,  per  copy 75 

Pinsker's  Auto-Emancipation,  paper  covers,  15c.     In  quantities  of  100  or  more..  ..10.00 

The  I,  C.  A,  and  the  Baron  de  Hirsch  Funds,  by  I.  Zangwill  (Yiddish) .05 

Pinsker  and  His  Brochure,  by  Asher  Ginsberg,  translated  by  Henrietta  Szold 15 

The  Gaon  of  Wilna,  by  Mendel  Silber.     Paper  cover,  20  cents ;  cloth 35 

Unser  Kaethchen  (German),  Schauspiel  in  4  acten,  by  Dr.  Theo.  Herzl 75 

Das  neue  Ghetto  (German),  Schauspiel  in  4  acten,  by  Dr.  Theo.  Herzl 75 

The  Jews.    A  Drama  of  Russian  Jewish  Life.     By  Eugen  Tchirikow 25 

The  Rabbinical  Student,  by  Louis  Ginsberg,  per  copy,  10  cents;  100  copies 7.50 

Syllabus  on  Jewish  National  Fund.    English  and  Yiddish  sheet,  per  hundr-ed .25 

Ten  Years  of  Zionism,  either  English  or  Yiddish,  5c.  each;  per  100 3.00 

Reform  Judaism  and  Zionism,  by  Max  Schloessinger * .     .10 

Zionism.    A  Statement  to  the  Christian  World 15 

New  York  Zionist  Annual  with  Illustrations  from  the  Bamlel  School 25 

"Vice-Versa"   A  Chanuka  Play  for  Purim 15 

Lectures  on  Palestine 25 

An  Essay  on  Zionism,  by  Dr.  Max  Nordau 10 

music  and  miscellaneous 

Dort  Wo  die  Zeder  and  Chanuka  March,  per  copy 15 

Hatikvoh     15 

Zion  Songs,  with  music  in  Hebrew  and  Yiddish,  per  copy 12 

Dr.  Herzl's  Portrait,  Prints  22x28,  per  copy 15 

Dr.  Herzl's  Portraits,  fine  paper,  in  tones,  18x22;  14x22;  12x18,  per  copy 1.00 

Second  Basle  Congress,  Prints,  14x22,  per  copy 10 

Souvenir    Postals,    per    dozen 30 

Dr.  Herzl  in  Memoriam  Postal,  per  dozen 30 

Bound  Volumes  of  The  Maccabaean  for  Oct.,  Nov.,  Dec,  1901 SO 

Bound  Volumes  of  The  Maccabaean  for  1902,  1903,  1904,  1905,  1906..  each 1.25 

Zionist  pin  or  button   20 

Dr.  Herzl  Memorial  Buttons,  enameled  English  lettering,  per  hundred 3.00 

(five  cents  each  or  45cts.  per  dozen.) 

Zionist  Scarf  Pins,  gold  plated 2Q 

Dr.  Herzl  Photp  Buttons,  Hebrew  lettering,  per  hundred  3.00 

(five  cents  each  or  45  cts.  per  dozen.) 

Flags,  12x18  inches,  mounted  ($5.50  per  gross),  per  dozen 50 

Standard  Wool  Bunting  Zionist  Flag,  6x9  feet,  each 5.50 

Zionist  Pin  or  Button,  14  carat  gold   2.00 

Zionist  Pillow  Tops,  $1.50;  all  made  up 3.00 

Fac-Simile  of  the  2d  International  Zionist  Oongress  M«dal 1.50 
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Memoirs  of  Mendele  Mocher  Sef  orim 


(Translated  from  the  Yiddish.) 


I  WAS    born    in    Kopyl,    a    town    of 

the  government  of  Minsk,  of  no 
wealth  or  commercial  importance, 
but  blessed  with  the  splendor  of 
Nature — glorious  woods,  charming  valleys 
and  meadows.  The  day  of  my  birth  is  not 
recorded,  for  such  things  were  formerly  not 
thought  of  among  our  people,  especially  in 
small  towns.  I  have  been  told,  simply, 
that  I  was  born  in  the  year  1836,  and  as 
for  the  precise  day,  my  relations  are  agreed 
upon  December  20  (the  first  eve  of  Cha- 
nuka).  My  father,  Chaijim  Mosheh,  was, 
because  of  his  learning  and  knowledge  of 
the  world,  a  man  of  consequence.  The  one- 
half  of  his  time  was  devoted  to  God,  that 
is,  to  study  and  the  gratuitous  teachings 
of  others;  and  the  other  half  he  bestowed 
upon  his  own  needs  and  those  of  the  com- 
munity, which  he  served  faithfully.  He  had 
also  the  gift  of  address,  and  from  time  to 
time  held  learned  disquisitions  in  the  House 
of  God.  He  wrote  in  a  good  Hebrew  style, 
too,  and  his  letters  and  essays  are  still  in 
the  possession  of  his  friends.  I  was  his 
darling,  and  so  he  afforded  me  an  education 
which  was  unusual.  When  I  was  six  years 
old  and  could  already  read,  my  father  en- 
gaged a  tutor  to  instruct  me  in  the  Holy 
Writ  and  the  Targumim.  My  teacher  ful- 
filled his  task  so  signally  for  twelve  hours 
each  day  that  after  three  years  I  knew  by 
heart  the  twenty-four  books  of  the  Bible, 
and  I  had  imbibed  their  spirit  fully.  While 
I  was  still  enthused  with  the  divine  words 


of  the  Prophets  and  beheld  with  a  spiritual 
eye  the  sacred  visions  of  a  world  that  had 
passed,  my  tutor  led  me  into  the  domain  of 
the  Talmud,  that  hoary  giant  of  the  world's 
literature.  When  I  entered  there,  I  seemed 
like  one  who  finds  himself  for  the  first  time 
in  a  tremendous  mart  and  is  bewildered  by 
the  sight  of  myriad  kinds  of  wares  and  by 
the  dinning  noises  and  shouts  at  every  hand. 
Merchants  and  buyers,  hucksters  and  hig- 
glers, press  and  pursue  each  other,  eager 
for  barter  with  question  and  answer;  theii 
eyes  sparkle,  they  scuffle,  they  haggle — ^all 
with  the  greatest  animation.  With  my  vivid 
imagination,  I  lent  body  and  life  to  all 
things  which  I  met  in  the  Talmud.  The 
'Tanna  Kamma,"  which,  according  to  the 
tradition  of  the  Gemara,  was  the  first  in- 
terpreter of  a  law,  and  the  "Hai  man 
deamar,"  the  teacher  of  the  law,  who  gave 
an  authoritative  decision  in  every  question, 
appeared  to  me  in  the  form  of  stately  men, 
with  countenances  afiame  with  fervor.  But 
the  usual  three  alternatives  in  Exegesis, 
"Resha,  Lefa,  and  Mezieta,"  seemed,  on  the 
contrary,  like  quarrelsome  women,  contra- 
dicting each  other.  The  maiden,  the  virgin, 
and  wife;  the  deaf-mute,  the  imbecile,  and 
the  minor  (the  three  Talmudic  categories 
of  irresponsibles);  the  two  who  quarrel 
over  a  mantle,  and  the  bull  that  gored  a 
cow — in  short,  all  the  Talmudic  illustra 
tions  for  legal  problems  stood  vividly  be- 
fore my  eyes. 
So  I  soon  came  to  love  the  Talmud  very 
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much.  I  lingered  in  the  profundities  of  the 
Halacha  and  wondered  at  the  marvelous 
castles  that  hover  in  the  air,  at  the  "moun- 
tains that  hang  by  a  hair,"  and  other  such 
miracles  of  logic.  I  romped  in  the  glorious 
garden  of  Hagada.  No  artificially  plotted 
flower-garden  this,  with  fences  and  gates, 
the  plants  carefully  laid  out  in  beds,  every- 
thing precisely  ordered  and  directed,  where 
the  human  hand  has  laid  fetters  upon  Na> 
ture.  No,  it  is  like  a  wilderness,  infinitely 
wide;  no  restraint  of  artistry;  everything 
abounding  in  free,  natural  profusion;  flow- 
ers  and  shrubs  of  infinite  variety  in  the 
charming  simplicity  of  meadow  growth. 
The  lily  here  is  the  lily  of  the  fields,  and 
the  rose  is  the  rose  of  the  heaths,  modestly 
hidden  in  the  green  grass,  in  thousandfold 
enchantment  and  splendor  of  color.  Unhin- 
dered, Fantasy  is  swayed  in  this  garden  by 
the  soft  breeze  of  Legend,  and  brings  forth 
wonders.  Now  it  bends  sky  to  earth  and 
brings  down  the  war  chariot  of  God;  now 
it  lifts  earth  to  the  height  of  Heaven,  so 
that  men  and  angels  may  kiss. 

At  the  age  of  eleven  I  left  the  Cheder 
and  my  curriculum  was  now  arranged  thus: 
After  morning  prayer,  in  the  Beth-Hami- 
drash,  my  father  expounded  to  me,  in  con- 
tinuation, a  portion  of  Mishna,  and  through 
the  day  I  sat  there  and  studied  alone.  At 
evening,  when  I  came  home,  my  father  dis- 
coursed, if  he  had  time,  upon  a  page  of 
Gemara  with  cumulative  commentaries.  If, 
on  the  other  hand,  he  was  busy,  he  arose 
the  next  morning  before  daybreak,  woke 
me,  and  together  we  went  into  the  House 
of  God  to  resume  our  lessons.  It  was 
mighty  hard,  to  be  sure,  for  a  child  to  tear 
himself  away  from  sound  sleep,  in  winter 
at  that;  but  once  up  and  gone  to  my  task, 
I  felt  an  inner  joy  and  was  richly  repaid. 

Solemn  stillness  brooded  over  the  city 
wrapped  in  slumber.  The  moon  and  the 
stars  upon  their  lofty  watches  aroused  my 
fantasy.  I  listened,  I  waited.  Behold!  I 
see  the  angel  Gabriel,  the  announcer  in  the 
Heavens  of  the  hours  of  the  night.  The 
angel  choirs  fly  about,  attuning  themselves 
to  glorious  songs.  A  litle  more,  the  gates 
of  Paradise,  clattering  loudly,  are  opened; 


angels  behold  and  are  dumb;  with  tremb- 
ling, each  stands  close  to  his  own  fellows; 
no  wing  is  stirred;  no  sound.  Of  a  sudden, 
the  Almighty  cries  out — and  weeps.  He 
weeps  in  the  night  for  His  devastated 
Temple,  for  His  deserted,  magnificent  city 
of  Jerusalem.  He  weeps  for  His  nation, 
the  Children  of  Zion,  tossed  restlessly  among 
the  nations;  and  He  weeps  for  the  dishon- 
ored Shechina  which  lingers  with  them  in 
exile.  A  sea  of  tears  flows  from  His  eyes 
— this  is  the  dew  which  nightly  bedecks  the 
fields  and  moistens  my  locks.  .  .  .  And 
at  the  ring  of  the  divine  Voice,  the  pious 
of  the  earth  tremble,  and  they  and  all  the 
good  angels  weep  bitterly.  So  filled  with 
imagination,  I  go  eagerly  to  my  study.  In- 
to all  the  mysteries  and  dim  passages  of  the 
Talmud  I  seek  to  penetrate  with  my  pent 
mind,  so  that  in  a  little  while  I  forget  all 
my  surroundings. 

At  that  time,  the  "four  cubits  of  the 
Halacha"  defined  my  whole  world,  but  out  of 
which  I  could  not  pass.  Other  books  than 
the  Talmud  did  not  come  within  my  ken. 
Indeed,  I  had  no  suspicion  of  the  existence 
of  literature,  the  theatre,  and  art,  for  my 
home  town  was  a  lonely  nest  in  a  world- 
forgotten  nook;  and  in  my  simplicity  I  be- 
lieved that  the  whole  world  lay  before  my 
eyes,  and  that  immediately  beyond  the  hori- 
zon of  Kopyl  were  the  wilderness,  the 
"Hore-Choshech,"  and  the  Sambatyan  with 
its  monsters.  The  mud-huts  of  my  town 
were  palaces  to  me;  the  synagogue  and  the 
"Klaus"  marked  the  highest  perfection  of 
all  architecture.  Here,  I  thought,  was  the 
seat  of  all  wisdom;  and  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town  were,  in  my  estimation,  the  wisest 
and  most  cultured  of  men — especially  those 
with  good  long  beards.  And  whoever 
gloried  in  the  possession  of  a  cow  or  a  goat 
was  to  me  as  affluent  and  enviable  as  Korah 
in  his  age.  The  Shofar,  or  the  barrel-organ 
which  we  heard  once  in  awhile,  and  the 
primitive  instruments  at  a  wedding,  were 
absolutely  unsurpassable. 

I  had  not  yet,  therefore  attempted  to  express 
my  feelings  in  literary  form.  Whenever 
T  was  seized  with  poetic  inspiration,  I  sat 
lonely  while  my  soul  hoped  and  wept.    Yes, 
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it  is  the  work  of  Satan.  The  evil  impulse 
held  me  in  bonds,  disturbed  my  sacred 
study  with  evil  imaginations;  and  I  knew 
of  no  other  relief  than  fervently  imploring 
prayer.  Thefe  were  days  when  I  was  seized 
of  a  sudden  with  a  violent  passion  to  pour 
forth  my  overfilled  soul;  and  then  I  was  all 
supplication.  '  If  again  that  monster  came 
upon  me,  I  dragged  him  into  the  woods, 
over  the  hills  and  meadows;  there  I  spent 
my  time  with  dreamings,  and  in  commun- 
ion with  glorious,  resplendent  Nature.  With 
her  beauty  she  drew  me  and  bound  me  to 
her  with  infrangible  bonds  of  love.  Daily 
I  was  in  the  fields  to  seek  out  the  Beautiful 
and  to  rejoice  in  her  love.  I  sought  the 
beloved  of  my  heart  in  the  peaceful  dusk 
of  the  forest,  upon  the  verdant  pastures, 
about  the  softly  rippling  brooks;  and  they 
revealed  to  me  all  their  charms.  Every- 
where they  smiled  upon  me,  and  I  yearned 
to  snatch  them  for  my  own.  Then  I  sat 
again  in  some  retired  nook  and  listened  to 
the  bleating  of  the  herds;  and  the  night- 
ingale sang  to  me  in  her  most  lovely 
strains,  and  the  cooing  of  the  turtledove 
rose  in  the  chorus  of  the  feathered  singers. 
Oh!  it  was  a  magnificent  song  of  love — a 
holy,  chaste,  inspiring  love,  that  burned 
nobly  within  me  like  fire.  The  beautiful 
and  the  sublime  were  revealed.  The  mys- 
tery of  this  love,  and  this  outpouring  of  the 
soul  into  praise  of  the  inscrutable  Creator 
of  all  things,  are  known  to  all  inspired  poets 
and  singers.  It  is  the  sign  of  God — ^the 
seal  of  the  Lord  of  Songs  in  the  hearts  of 
His  chosen. 

So  I  lived  quietly  in  my  town  until  my 
thirteenth  year,  and  had  no  idea  of  change. 
But  suddenly  my  father  died,  aged  forty- 
one  years,  and  left  behind  wife  and  children 
in  dire  need.  Thus  I  had  to  leave  home, 
and  I  wsited  successively  the  Yeshiboth 
of  the  near  and  distant  cities  of  Lithuania. 
The  peculiar  course  of  this  sacred  study, 
the  wretched  life  of  the  student  with  his 
"days,"  I  lived  through,  in  all  its  minutest 
details,  only  too  well.  By  day  and  by  night 
I  thought  only  of  holy  learning.  Often 
without  pleasure  or  satisfaction  I  went 
about,  weary  of  life  for  the  many  depriva- 


tions and  ills.  Was  I  not  still  a  child?  And 
how  great  was  my  misery! 

But  at  this  time  my  mother  married  the 
tenant  of  the  mill  in  a  neighboring  village, 
and  my  stepfather  called  me  home.  Round 
about  the  new  home  lay  large,  ancient  wil- 
dernesses, where,  of  a  night,  the  wolves 
howled,  and  many  a  time  a  be&r  lodged. 
Birds  nested  there,  and  wild  geese  and  other 
water-fowl  screeched  in  the  edge  of  the 
swamp.  A  stream  purled  its  course  through 
the  woods  and  flowed  on  to  the  mill,  where 
it  fell  from  a  weir  and  drove  the  wheels 
with  a  clatter  and  roar  that  made  the  eart 
ring. 

In  this  lonely  place,  the  friend  of  my 
youth,  .the  Muse,  who  had  fosaken  me  for 
all  the  time  that  I  sat  in  Yeshiboth  with 
the  poor  Talmud  bachurim,  and  whom  I 
had  not  expected  to  greet  again,  returned 
to  me.  She  revealed  herself  in  all  her 
beauty,  and  with  smiles  allured  me  beneath 
the  blossoming  trees  in  the  solitude  of  the 
forest.  There  she  acquainted  me  with  tree 
and  bush;  and  of  whatsoever  creeps  and 
flies.  She  taught  me  their  language  and 
life.  These  were  my  intimate,  trusted 
friends  who  solved  the  ancient  riddles,  and 
told  me  of  the  life  and  doings  of  their 
world.  And  I — I  also  opened  my  heart  to 
them  and  sang  them  my  first  songs.  The 
river  applauded,  and  the  forest-echo  re- 
sponded. But  here  Satan  came — Satan,  the 
deriding  devil,  who  now  possessed  me  in 
the  guise  of  Mendele  the  Bookseller,  and 
seduced  me  to  ridicule  mankind  and  tear 
away  its  lying  mask.  With  no  understand- 
ing of  the  technique  of  the  drama,  I  wrote 
one  in  stinging  verses,  after  the  model  of 
Mosheh  Chaijim  Luzatto.  Premature  stuff, 
acrid  as  wild  apples,  never  to  see  the  light 
of  day!  This  Satan  of  my  youth  still  acted 
quite  like  a  child.  And  when  many  a  time 
I  jibed  him  at  it,  he  answered  ironically: 
"Don't  you  know  that  the  Old  One  lets 
nothing  pass  from  His  hands  perfect,  but 
that  everything  still  needs  development  and 
perfection  ?" 

This  rest,  however,  did  not  last  long.  Yet 
before  I  was  born,  it  seems  to  have  been 
ordained  in  Heaven  that  I  would  hold  the 
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pen  for  my  nation — O,  such  a  poor,  poor 
nation!— and  God  willed  me  to  observe 
closely  all  its  ways  and  works,  and  to  know 
the  whole  gamut  of  its  life.  So  He  whis- 
pered to  my  soul:  "Fly,  fledgling,  fly  about 
the  world,  wretched  of  wretched  ones,  of 
Jews  the  most  a  Jew  on  earth!"  And  lo! 
the  winds  lifted  me  and  drove  me  up  and 
down  upon  the  billows  of  life.    He  humbled 


me  to  the  poorest  of  my  brethren,  to  a  life 
of  privation  and  need  and  pains;  and  of 
these  sorrows  I  took  double  measure.  Then 
He  carried  me  again  to  the  loftiest  heights 
of  life,  and  let  me  live  among  the  rich  to 
observe  and  to  describe  their  manners  and 
life. 

(These    Memoirs   are    not   concluded.) 


The  Yiddish  Press  Fund 


The  Yiddish  Press  Publication  Committee 
has  issued  the  following  appeal  to  Zionist  so- 
cieties : 

The  Tenth  Zionist  Convention  decided,  by  a 
unanimous  vote,  that  a  Zionist  weekly  maga- 
zine in  Yiddish  shall  be  undertaken.  For  this 
purpose,  a  stock  company  is  to  be  organized 
with  a  capital  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  in 
five  dollar  shares.  The  larger  part  of  the 
shares  will  belong  permanently  to  the  Federa- 
tion, in  order  to  ensure  its  control  of  the  pub- 
lication. The  weekly  magazine  will  appear 
as  soon  as  one  thousand  shares  have  been  paid 
for  in  cash.  Every  Zionist  society  is  requested, 
according  to  the  resolution  of  the  Convention, 
to  purchase  at  least  five  shares,  and  to  pay  its 
full  contribution  of  twenty-five  dollars  not  later 
than  December  1,  1907. 

Comrades!  We  believe  that  you  are  con- 
vinced of  the  absolute  need  of  a  Zionist  organ 
in  Yiddish,  which  shall  be  our  own.  Without 
such  an  organ,  it  is  impossible  to  place  our  or- 
ganization upon  a  better  footing,  and  to  bind 
together  our  societies;  we  cannot  agitate 
properly  for  the  National  Fund,  for  the  Colo- 
nial Bank,  for  the  Bezalel,  and  for  all  other 
Zionistic  enterprises;  it  is  not  possible  to  in- 
tensify Zionist  thought  so  that  our  comrades 
shall  understand  Zionism  fundamentally  and 
how  better  to  agitate  and  to  work  for  it;  we 
-cannot  increase  our  ranks  and  attract  the  Jew- 
ish masses  who  are  already  here  in  America, 
and  those  who  daily  come  to  these  shores  from 
the  four  corners  of  the  earth. 

We  approach  you,  comrades,  therefore,  not 
only   to   support  the   resolution  of  the  Con- 


vention, and  to  send  in  immediately  your 
twenty-five  dollars  for  five  shares,  but  we  ask 
you  also  to  do  much  more.  Every  society 
should  undertake  to  make  -an  affair  of  some 
sort  for  the  benefit  of  the  Press  Fund,  which 
may  bring  in  more  than  twenty-five  dollars. 
Every  society  that  earnestly  wishes  it,  may 
also  find  such  private  Zionists,  members  or 
not,  who  will  purchase,  if  approached,  one  or 
more  shares  in  their  own  names,  and  from 
this  source,  we  may  hope  for  a  considerable 
sum.  Every  society  should  make  good  use  of 
the  subscription  blanks  for  the  collection  of 
small  donations,  which  were  sent  out  to  all 
societies  last  year.  These  lists  may  be  secured 
on  application  to  the  Committee.  For  each 
five  dollar  donation  will  be  apportioned  a  share 
in  the  name  of  the  society  making  the  collec- 
tion. 

In  conclusion,  we  ask  you  not  to  hold  the 
money  which  you  collect,  but  send  in  as  much 
as  you  have  at  once,  in  order  that  we  may  at 
once  publish  the  account,  and  in  order  to  pro- 
vide an  example  to  all  the  societies. 

Comrades !  Show  that  you  respect  the  reso- 
lutions of  your  Convention  in  the  way  you 
support  its  resolutions.  The  Convention — ^it 
is  yourselves!  Obey  your  own  mandates! 
S.  Abel,  Chairman;  Dr.  Ch.  Worts  mann, 
M.  Brodsky,  Dr.  H.  I.  Epstein, 

I.  Maltin,  D.  B.  Tierkel. 

All  money  should  be  sent  to  the 
Federation  op  American  Zionists,  for  Yid- 
dish  Publication  Committee,  108  Second 
Avenue,  New  York. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THIMACCABAEAK. 


43 


Has  Palestine  an  Industrial  Future  ? 


Bj  ProfetMMT  Otto  Warburg 


Is  Palestine  a  land  with  any  industrial 
future  at  all? 

So  far  as  the  adaptation  of  Palestine  is  con- 
cerned, there  are  still  people  who  consider 
it  a  God-forsaken  district,  cursed  because  of 
the  crucifixion  of  Christ.  This  view  was  for- 
merly universal,  and  gave  rise  to  the  most 
diverse  hypotheses  as  to  when  the  curse  would 
be  removed  from  the  land.  The  most  zealous 
believed  that  the  land  would  remain  accursed 
to  the  Last  Judgment ;  others  believed  that  the 
time  would  come  after  all  the  Jews  would  be 
converted  to  Christianity ;  there  were,  however, 
those,  too,  who  desired  that  the  land  would 
be  redeemed  when  the  yoke  of  the  Turk  would 
be  shaken  off,  or  even  when  the  Jews  will 
have  turned  from  a  nation  of  traders  and 
usurers  into  a  nation  of  farmers  in  the  land 
of  their  fathers. 

But  all  these  hypotheses  were  exploded  by 
the  investigations  of  trained  men  and  the  ex- 
periences of  the  early  settlers.  These  showed 
that  the  land  was  by  no  means  desolate;  that 
if  rightly  handled  it  yielded  good,  at  times  even 
splendid,  returns  and  that  even  climatically  it 
belonged  to  the  most  favored  portion  of  the 
Mediterranean  coast.  The  English  experts  in 
particular.  Sir  Charles  Warren,  Sir  Charles 
Wilson  and  Colonel  Conder,  have  had  sufficient 
opportunity  to  study  the  land  in  its  industrial 
relations,  too,  while  they  were  engaged  in  in- 
vestigating Palestine,  in  their  travels,  for  many 
years.  They  agree  unanimously  that  the  land 
is  in  every  way  suitable  for  colonization. 

What  these  scientists  and  military  men  have 
found  out  through  research,  the  German  col- 
onists, the  Wiirttemberg  Templars,  who  have 
been  in  the  country  since  1868  and  have  laid 
out  several  flourishing  villages,  have  found  out 
by  experience.  Mayor  Jung,  of  one  of  these 
colonies,  published  in  1902  the  statement  that 
in  favorable  years  we  may  receive  from  good 


land  2500-3000  kg.  of  wheat  per  hektar,  2000- 
2500  kg.  of  barley,  1500  kg.  of  maize,  1200-1500 
kg.  of  durrha,  and  1000  kg.  of  potatoes.  Any- 
one who  has  any  knowledge  of  husbandry  will 
admit  that  these  are  quite  satisfactory  results. 
If  any  proof  is  needed  that  this  is  not  empty 
boasting,  it  may  be  had  in  this :  that  the  Wurt- 
tembergers  are  continually  bujring  land,  and 
just  recently  have  laid  out  a  new  colony,  and 
are  ready  to  establish  still  another  on  ground 
already  purchased. 

It  would  be  an  easy  matter  to  borrow  such 
examples  from  the  Jewish  colonies,  too,  but 
unfortunately,  I  know  the  tendency  of  our  fel- 
low-Jews, to  be  convinced  only  through  what 
people  of  another  race  have  done,  or,  as  the 
case  may  be,  have  said.  I  shall  simply  men- 
tion the  fact  that  in  Mikweh  Israel,  the  Agri- 
cultural School  of  the  Alliance  Israelite,  in 
Jaffa,  during  the  past  year — 1905 — sesame  was 
made  to  produce  fifteen-fold  returns  and  wheat 
nine-fold.  Of  course  all  of  the  land  is  not 
so  fertile  as  that  described;  there  are  great 
stretches  of  hill-country,  that  are  useless  for 
cereal  culture,  but  still  very  well  adapted  for 
vine-culture  and  especially  for  olive-trees,  while 
a  small  portion  of  the  land — the  so-called 
Desert  of  Judea — is  unfit  even  for  these  pur- 
poses. Perhaps,  however,  it  will  be  useful  for 
Dlants,  living  in  dry  places,  that  may  be  in- 
troduced, such  as  agave,  cactus,  etc. 

The  Jordan  valley,  in  particular,  is  remark- 
ably fruitful.  Not  only  could  it  produce  splen- 
did groves  of  date-palms,  and  myrrh  and 
incense-trees,  but  if  once  irrigated  with  the 
waters  of  the  Jordan,  it  would  also  be  well 
adapted  to  the  most  valuable  of  products, 
cotton  and  sugar-cane.  Even  now,  the  decayed, 
primitive  sugar-mills  remind  one  of  the  for 
mer  highly  cultivated  condition  of  the  beauti- 
ful, if  somewhat  sultry,  strip  of  land. 

East  of  the  Jordan,  on  the  other  hand,  in 
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the  so-called  Trans- Jordan  Valley,  where  num- 
erous herds  of  cattle  and  sheep  now  graze,  is 
the  cereal  district  of  Palestine.  There  it 
would  be  possible,  just  as  in  the  ancient  times, 
to  extend  immense  wheat  and  barley  fields,  up 
to  the  distant  east,  where  now  the  Hedjas 
railroad  has  been  built.  This  will,  perhaps,  in 
the  near  future  connect  the  holy  Mecca  with 
Constantinople.  To  the  east  there  is  another 
belt  of  pasture  land  between  the  cereal  land 
and  the  wilderness,  adapted,  in  part  for  cattle, 
in  part  for  sheep  and  angora  goats.  It  would 
also  be  possible  to  make  the  breeding  of 
Arabian  horses  pay  here,  and  even  the  breeding 
of  ostriches  might  be  profitable  at  no  distant 
time.  , 

The  land  of  the  Cis-Jordanic  plain,  now 
chiefly  used  for  cereal  culture,  is  too  valuable 
for  this  purpose;  that  is,  not  in  view  of  the 
present  price  of  land,  but  in  view  of  the  best 
possible  rental  that  may  be  expected  from  it. 
It  is  adapted  for  orchard  land,  and  at  some 
future  time  orange-trees  will  -bloom  there, 
ranged  one  next  to  the  other,  as  far  as  the 
position  of  the  bottom-waters  will  allow. 
Where  these  are  too  deep,  almonds,  apricots, 
raisins  and  figs  will  cover  the  plains,  or  gigan- 
tic olive-groves  will  yield  three  late  crops, 
which  offsets  the  long  postponement  of  returns  ' 
with  the  by-products,  and  though  their  perioa 
of  productiveness  exceeds  by  far  that  of  other 
fruit-trees.  The  olive-trees  there  bear  fruit 
when  three  hundred  or  four  hundred  years 
old;  there  have  been  cases,  indeed,  where  the 
trees  were  still  fruitful  when  one  thousand 
years  old. 

The  yield  of  this  horticulture  exceeds  that 
of  the  cereal-culture  by  far.  You  may  see  this 
from  the  fact  that  8  per  cent,  dividends  are 
immediately  declared  in  the  almond  industry, 
15  to  20  per  cent,  in  orange  plantations.  In 
recent  years  even  inferior  orange  orchards 
have  paid  IS  per  cent.  It  is  difficult  to  esti- 
mate the  profit  accruing  from  olive  culture 
because  it  accrues  so  slowly.  At  any  rate,  in 
later  years  an  interest  at  10  to  IS  per  cent,  on 
the  capital  invested  may  be  counted  on  rather 
definitely;  even  a  return  of  20  to  30  per  cent 
is  not  unusual.  Viniculture  is  now  passing 
through  a  crisis  because  the  culture  of  the  vme 
has  been  spread  in  the  last  decade  more  rap- 


idly than  the  increase  in  the  corresponding 
demand.  Many  colonists  are  therefore  replac- 
ing their  vineyards  with  the  almond  and  other 
products.  The  total  wine  product  of  the  Jew- 
ish colonies  in  Palestine — about  60,000  bbj. — 
is,  however,  too  small  to  cause  any  serious 
apprehension  for  the  future.  In  course  of  time 
the  Jewish  colonies  engaged  in  viniculture  will 
possess  their  own  little  cellars,  just  as  the 
German  villages  do,  and  will  thus  be  independ- 
ent of  the  two  immense  cellars  at  Rishon 
le-Zion  and  Zichron  Jacob  which  Baron  Roths- 
child has  built  and  which  have  recently  been 
handed  over  to  the  colonists.  Then  the  de- 
mand will  eventually  be  large  enough;  a  part 
of  the  wine  will  be  distilled  into  a  good  cognac 
and  another  part,  now  prepared  according  to 
the  method  employed  in  Hungary,  will  pass 
into  the  trade  as  Tokay  at  full  value. 

The  cultivation  of  other  products,  such  as 
tobacco,  gerania,  earthnuts,  etc.,  it  seems,  is 
being  established.  It  is  hoped  further  that  the 
formerly  important  cotton  industry  of  the  land 
may  be  revived.  Silk-culture,  here,  should 
at  some  time  play  just  as  important  a  part  as 
in  the  Lebanon  district.  Beirut  alone  exports 
twenty-two  million  francs  worth  of  silk 
yearly.  , 

The  breeding  of  cattle  is  here,  as  in  the 
whole  of  the  Orient,  very  poorly  developed. 
Its  possibilities,  under  intelligent  management, 
may  be  seen  in  the  experience  of  the  German's 
at  Sarona  near  Jaffa,  who  receive  very  good  re- 
turns in  their  sale  of  milk,  and  the  same  is 
borne  out  in  the  experience  of  the  German 
farmer  in  Constantinople.  In  spite  of  the  fact 
that  the  enterprise  has  been  in  existence  but 
a  year,  the  milk  is  in  such  demand  that  noth- 
ing near  the  desired  quantity  can  be  furnished, 
and  a  Swiss  company  is  preparing  to  make  a 
great  enterprise  out  of  it. 

We  have  already  touched  upon  the  great  field 
of  the  industries — which  in  Palestine  is  in 
ruins.  Of  large  undertakings  there  are  thus 
far  but  few  in  Palestine.  Chief  among  these 
are  the  following:  The  two  great  wine-cellars, 
above  all  an  oil-refinery  in  Lydda  (in  the 
hands  of  a  Jewish  company),  a  machine  fac- 
tory (like- wise  in  the  hands  of  Jews),  several 
larger  repair  shops  in  Jaffa,  a  number  of  flour- 
mills  (also  partly  managed  by  Jews,  some  be- 
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longing  to  them),  a  few  small  breweries,  man- 
aged by  Germans,  soan-factories,  a  cement- 
factory,  besides  some  very  primitive  weaving 
establishments,  potteries,  tanneries,  and  dye- 
works,  mostly  belonging  to  Arabs.  A  spinning 
and  weaving  establishment  and  a  soap-factory 
are  being  planned  by  Jews.  It  is  easily  seen 
that  a  great  field  is  open  here,  and  the  devel- 
opment of  the  neighboring  city  of  Beirut  shows 
that  it  is  possible  in  the  Orient,  even  under 
Turkish  rule,  to  do  a  great  deal  industrially. 
The  trade  of  Palestine  is  not  to  be  over- 
looked. Imports  and  exports  amount  to  twenty- 
eight  million  francs  per  year,  that  is,  about 
forty-seven  francs  per  capita.  If  we  take  into 
consideration  that  in  the  vicinity  of  Jaffa  alone 
three  million  francs  worth  of  oranges  are  pro- 
duced, and  that,  in  a  few  years,  from  the  Jew- 
ish colonies  alone,  about  a  million  francs  will 
have  been  taken  in  for  oranges,  we  may  real- 
ize how  great  the  exports  will  be,  when  all  the 
Cis-Jordanic  plains  will  have  been  turned  into 
orchard  land.  Jaffa  has  been,  up  to  the  pres- 
ent, the  chief  centre  of  trade,  in  particular  for 
exports,  since  from  that  place  Jerusalem — 
producing  little  and  consuming  much — is  sup- 
plied. This  city  pays  for  its  needs  at  present 
out  of  the  charity  and  pious  gifts  of  the  whole 
world;  through  the  Jewish  Chalukah  about 
four  million  francs  are  brought  to  Jerusalem 
annually,  and  much  greater  are  the  contribu- 
tions that  come  into  the  land  for  cloisters,  mis- 
sions, and  charitable  institutions,  an  amount 
that  is  reckoned  at  fifteen  million  francs  per 
year. 

Gaza,  the  southern  coast-town  of  Palestine, 
is  above  all  the  port  of  a  great  cereal  district 
whence  the  excellent  barley  of  those  plains  is 
exported;  to  balance  exports  of  eight  million 
francs  in  Gaza,  there  are  imports  only  to  the 
extent  of  three  million  francs.  The  third  great 
exportation  centre,  excelling  even  the  best 
harbors,  is  Haifa,  which  in  consequence  of  its 
railroad  communication  with  Damascus  and 
with  the  Hauran,  rich  in  grain,  is  rapidly  grow- 
ing. The  imports  of  Haifa- Akkra  amount  to 
about  eight  million  francs  and  the  exports  to 
about  six  and  one-half  million  francs.  It  seems 
that  it  will  not  be  long  before  this  harbor  will 
have  advanced  beyond  Jaffa. 


The  transportation  facilities  of  Palestine  are, 
as  may  easily  be  seen,  constantly  improving. 
Indeed,  the  newer  railroads,  that  is,  the  route 
from  Haifa  to  Damascus,  and  the  Hedjas  road 
along  with  the  older  road  from  Jaffa  to  Jeru- 
salem, are  rapidly  bringing  about  the  reopening 
of  Palestine.  It  is  intended  also  to  connect 
Haifa  with  Jaffa,  Jerusalem  and  Nablus,  re- 
spectively, by  means  of  a  cross-route  on  this 
side  of  the  Jordan.  The  driveways  still  leave 
much  to  be  desired,  and  yet  there  are  at  least 
several  very  serviceable  roads  and  it  will  cer- 
tainly not  be  long  beArc  the  latest  invention 
of  the  West,  the  automobile,  will  make  its 
entrance  intoNhc  cities. 

Before  leaving  the  subject  we  must  call  at- 
tention to  the  fact  that  the  mineral  deposits  of 
Palestine,  though  undeveloped,  are  still  not  to 
be  overlooked.  Not  only  are  there  salt  de- 
posits of  great  magnitude  around  the  Dead 
Sea — on  these  the  story  of  Lot's  wife  is  said 
to  rest— but  valuable  phosphates  have  been 
found  in  abundance,  while  the  waters  of  the 
Dead  Sea  contain  potassium  chloride  and  po- 
tassium bromide  in  considerable  quantities.  In 
this  neighborhood  are  found  also  sulphur,  as- 
phaltum,  and — if  only  in  traces,  oozing  out 
of  the  surface  of  the  earth— petroleum.  In 
addition  there  are  also  valuable  clays,  limes, 
marble,  and  sand  for  the  manufacture  of  glass 
(which  indeed  was  first  made  on  these  shores), 
in  great  abundance.  Above  all,  however,  the 
Jordan  valley  possesses  also  a  great  treasure 
in  the  strong  current  of  the  Jordan,  since  this 
river  rises  1300  feet  (370  meters)  above  the 
sea-level  at  Mt.  Hermon  and  flows  into  the 
Dead  Sea  about  1000  feet  (304  meters)  below 
the  sea-level,  thus  representing  a  descent  of 
2300  feet  (674  meters).  Thus,  even  if  no 
adequate  substitute  for  coal  is  supplied  by  the 
asphaltum  and  petroleum,  its  place  may  be 
taken  in  the  future  industrial  plans  of  Pales- 
tine by  electricity,  which  may  be  generated 
from  water-power  in  great  centres  erected 
along  the  Jordan. 

You  see,  then,  that  our  first  question:  "Is 
Palestine  a  land  with  an  industrial  future?" 
is  to  be  answered  unconditionally  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 
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A  Tribute  to  Herzl 


The  London  Jewish  Chronicle,  which  has  al- 
ways been  a  trenchant  critic  of  Zionism, 
though  recently  it  has  become  milder  and  more 
sympathetic,  writes  the  following  on  the 
Yahrzeit  of  Theodor  Herzl. 

The  week  that  is  closing  saw  the  anniversary 
of  the  death  of  one  of  the  greatest  of  Jewry's 
sons  who  lived  in  modern  times.  It  is  remark- 
able that  ten  years  ago  he  was  practically  un- 
known. To-day,  he  has  already  been,  dead 
three  years,  and  no  name  is  more  widely 
cherished  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe  where 
beats  a  Jewish  heart,  than  that  of  Herzl.  It 
is  not  necessary  to  be  a  Zionist,  still  less  a 
Zionist  of  his  school  of  thought,  to  think  with 
kindly  gratitude  of  the  great  man  who  drew 
the  last  breath  of  his  young  life  as  the  beloved 
leader  of  a  movement  which  he  brought  into 
being,  and  which,  bearing  something  of  the 
fire  of  his  quenchless  enthusiasms,  spread  in 
a  few  short  years  from  end  to  end  of  the 
earth.  Those  to  whom  his  doctrine  appealed 
least,  those  even  to  whom  it  being  a  hateful 
teaching  did  not  hesitate  to  say  so — and  the 
columns  of  this  journal  have  frequently  in  the 
past  voiced  this  view — willingly  render  the 
meed  of  recognition  due  to  his  marvelous  gen- 
ius, to  the  utter  unselfishness  of  his  noble 
life,  to  the  ceaseless  energy  with  which  he  la- 
bored for  his  cause.  His,  indeed,  was  a  rare 
character,  its  beauty  thrown  into  peculiar  re- 
lief by  being  set  in  an  age  particularly  ma- 
terial and  prosaic.  For,  what  was  his  labor? 
What  was  his  life? 

"He  looked  upon  the  burdens  of  his  people 
as  thousands  of  others  are  forced  to  do,  but 
in  him  there  was  this  differentiation — he  was 
not  content  merely  to  look  and  to  pity.  With 
swift  intuition  he  diagnosed  the  disease  and  set 
himself  the  mighty  task  of  a  radical  cure  as  he 
saw  it.  It  was  an  heroic  resolve — not  the  less 
so  because  he  probably  was  able  only  in- 
adequately to  gauge  it.  If  he  was  wrong  in 
his  diagnosis  and  mistaken  about  the  cure, 
he  staked  all,  even  life  itself,  on  what  he  be- 
lieved to  be  the  best  service  he  could  render 
to  his  people.    What  he  always  failed  to  reckon 


with  throughout,  was  the  possibility  that 
though  he  may  have  rendered  an  accurate  diag- 
nosis and  offered  a  correct  prescription,  the  pa- 
tient would  ignore  the  one  and  refuse  the 
other.  This  indeed  has  happened  to  even 
greater  men  than  Herzl,  who  have  yielded 
themselves  as  a  sacrifice  to  those  whom  they 
would  desire  to  save.  But  what  these  earnest 
souls  seldom  realize,  or  appreciate  too  late,  is 
the  human  equation  which  must  take  into  ac- 
count the  patient's  own  inclinations  for  whom 
the  diagnosis  has  been  made  and  the  prescrip- 
tion prepared. 

"Yet  withal,  for  Herzl  there  is  this  to  say — 
he  left  behind  him  a  movement  which  neither 
his  death,  nor  all  that  it  was  inevitable  his 
removal  from  the  scene  would  mean,  has  been 
able  seriously  to  shake.  The  organization  may 
have  become  slack  here  and  there,  different 
methods  may  have  supervened  with  the  dif- 
ferent men  who  have  come  more  or  less  ade- 
quately to  fill  the  places  he  held  alone,  but  the 
idea  and  ideal  he  projected  before  the  world 
remain,  and  do  not  appear  to  release  the  strong 
hold  they  have  taken  upon  a  large  section  of 
our  people.  This  is  in  itself  a  wonderful 
tribute  not  alone  to  the  mastery  Herzl  gained 
over  the  minds  of  those  with  whom  he  came 
in  contact,  but  to  his  personal  power  in  leav- 
ening Jewish  thought  to  the  spirit  which  ani- 
mated his.  In  a  man  of  Herzl's  eminence  it  is 
perhaps  difficult  at  the  short  space  of  time 
which  has  elapsed  since  he  was  with  us,  to 
point  with  any  degree  of  certainty  to  the  real 
well-spring  of  his  influence  over  men  in  life  as 
in  death.  The  Jewish  people  are  not  easy  to 
sway  and  to  influence,  but  like  all  people  they 
are  not  slow  to  discern  thoroughness.  And  in 
this  Herzl  was  supreme — ^he  identified  himself 
heart  and  mind  with  all  that  he  conceived  to 
be  highest  and  best  in  Judaism.  Like  Moses  of 
old,  his  early  training  was  such  as  would  have 
been  most  likely  to  produce  a  quite  different 
personality.  But  perhaps  the  true  meaning  of 
his  life  can  best  be  summarized  in  a  sentence 
of  his  own  writing:  'Es  war  ein  Mann  der 
hatte  die  Not  ein  Jude  su  sein  tief  in  seine 
Seek'  entpfuttdcn!' " 
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A  Winter  Journey  to  Palestine 


Bj  DaTid  Tri^Uch 


BEJRLIN  did  not  have  a  particularly 
wintry  appearance  when  we  left  it, 
but  at  Fiisstenwald  the  snowy  re- 
gion began,  and  it  continued  to  within 
a  short  distance  of  Constantinople. 

On  a  Thursday  morning  we  reached  Con- 
stantinople, and  according  to  our  time-table, 
should  have  continued  our  journey  at  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  It  soon  appeared, 
however,  that  the  mail-steamer  would  not  ar- 
rive until  the  next  morning,  to  leave  in  the 
afternoon.  There  was  therefore  plenty  of 
time,  in  spite  of  the  delay  occasioned  by  the 
censor*  and  the  time  occupied  by  various 
formalities,  to  make  a  few  visits  and  see  the 
main  points  of  attraction  in  the  city. 

Constantinople  serves  as  a  good  preparation 
for  Turkey  in  Asia.  Whoever  goes  to  Jaffa  by 
way  of  Trieste  or  direct  from  Hamburg  with- 
out first  having  seen  other  Levantine  harbors 
might  easily  believe  that  Jaffa  is  an  excep- 
tionally filthy  place.  Whoever,  on  the  other 
hand,  has  traveled  by  the  pools  and  dimg- 
heaps  of  the  capital  city,  Constantinople,  will 
be  able  to  appreciate  the  excellently  paved 
and,  taking  all  circumstances  into  considera- 
tion, the  neatness,  at  least  of  the  main  streets, 
however  little  these  may  satisfy  middle  Euro- 
pean taste. 

The  steamer  did  not  leave  until  about  five 
o'clock  on  Friday  afternoon :  first  into  the 
Bosphorus,  then  into  the  sea  of  Marmora,  past 
the  Prince  Islands — and  here  the  picture  was 
once  more  the  same  that  I  have  enjoyed  so 


♦My  two  volumes  of  "Palaestina."  "Altneu- 
land,"  and  some  Jewish  papers  and  pamphlets 
seemed  especially  suspicious  to  the  customs  of- 
ficials, and  as  the  censor  was  not  there  so  early 
in  the  morning  I  had  to  return  at  about  11 
o'clock  to  get  my  last  satchel.  The  censor, 
however,  had  scarcely  spelled  out  the  word 
"Ju-den-tum,"  when  he  motioned  complete 
assent  and  let  the  whole  satchel  pass,  remark- 
ing   to    his    associate,    "Affaires    d'humanite." 


many  times  and  that  ever  displays  new  glor- 
ies; the  setting  of  the  sun  with  the  wonder- 
ful, almost  incredible  sea  colors  and  the  float- 
ing silhouettes  of  the  picture-like  city,  with 
flaming  reflection  of  the  sun  on  the  window 
panes  of  one  part  of  the  city  after  the  oth- 
er. 

Toward  evening,  it  became  cloudy  and  the 
ship  had  to  ride  at  anchor  for  several  hours 
at  the  entrance  of  the  Straits  of  Dardanelles, 
so  that  instead  of  reaching  Smyrna  in  the  af- 
ternoon we  reached  it  so  late  in  the  evening 
that  we  were  not  permitted  to  land.  That 
even  in  Smyrna — otherwise  the  freest  and  most 
European  harbor  of  Turkey  in  Asia — entrance 
into  the  harbor  after  sundown  is  prohibited, 
is  attributable  to  a  series  of  bombardments 
and  other  unpleasant  incidents  of  recent  times, 
through  which  the  Turkish  authorities  found 
themselves  forced  to  adopt  more  stringent 
measures. 

Between  the  Dardanelles  and  Smyrna  wc 
had  passed  the  beautiful  isle  of  Mytilene, 
which  not  very  long  ago  was  the  scene  of  the 
European  Blamage,  when  they  had  their  fa- 
mous naval  demonstration.  The  Turks  un- 
derstood the  livelier  side  of  the  affair  from 
the  beginning  and  sent  to  the  troops  of  the 
nations  taking  part  in  the  demonstration, 
rightly  estimating  the  importance  of  this  in- 
ternational affair — cigarettes  and  confections. 
In  general,  the  situation  of  Turkey  is  more 
favorable  now  than  it  has  been  for  a  long 
time.  Its  hostile  neighbors  have  more  to  busy 
themselves  than  they  would  really  like  to 
have,  and  they  may  almost  thank  their  patron 
saints  that  Turkey  does  not  make  use  of  its 
opportunity  against  them. 

The  next  morning  we  had  several  hours' 
time  to  look  around  Smyrna.  Unfortunately, 
the  unusually  short  stop-over  gave  us  no  op- 
portunity to  see  anything  of  the  magnificent 
surroundings  of  the  city  and  we  had   to  be 
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satisfied  with  a  walk  through  the  streets  and 
bazaars  and  a  visit  to  several  mosques  and 
government  buildings.  Some  of  the  mosques 
were  remarkably  beautiful;  even  externally 
they  fit  very  well  into  the  landscape,  a  won- 
derful background  for  which  is  furnished  by 
the  neighboring  hills,  with  their  ^  cypress 
groves  and  high  above  the  rest  of  the  picture 
the  old  Genueser  Castle.  The  memorial  foun- 
tain at  the  end  of  the  quay,  which  the  Ger- 
man Kaiser  erected  in  memory  of  his  visit  in 
1898,  is  also  very  attractive.  The  most  beauti- 
ful thing,  however,  that  we  saw  about  Smyrna 
had  been  the  entrance  to  the  harbor  in  the 
evening.  To  the  right  and  to  the  left  of  the 
brilliantly  illuminated  quay  the  hillsides  were 
strung  with  innumerable  little  lights  and  over 
these  was  the  magnificent  arch  of  a  star-lit 
Southern  sky. 

Early  Monday  morning  we  cast  anchor 
before  Rhodes.  The  time  allowed  in  the  of- 
ficial time-table  was  not  enough  to  permit  of 
our  leaving  the  boat,  and,  as  we  had  seen  on 
the  preceding  day  in  Smyrna,  it  is  dangerous 
to  count  too  definitely  on  an  extension  of  the 
official  time  limit.  For  these  reasons  only 
those  landed  who  intended  to  remain  there; 
among  these  was  a  Russian  Jew  from  Lon- 
don, who  was  trying  to  buy  old  Hebrew  books 
in  the  more  remote  Jewish  communities.  Nev- 
ertheless, we  saw  in  ad(Jition  to  the  very  at- 
tractive arrangement  of  the  city,  with  its  for- 
tified harbor,  belonging  to  days  of  chivalry, 
its  windmills,  with  their  sail-like  projections 
and  the  neat  houses  of  the  Christian  suburb, 
something  of  the  inhabitants,  too.  A  large 
number  of  boats — ^the  great  majority  of  them 
manned  by  Jews — surrounded  the  steamer 
and  soon  a  very  oriental  market-place  was 
arranged  on  deck.  Besides  bread,  cheese, 
fruits  and  confections,  most  of  the  wares  con- 
sisted of  carvings,  inlaid  with  mother  of  pearl 
and  these  were  offered  for  sale. 

The  fluctuations  in  price  were  immense.  In 
less  than  an  hour  the  prices  of  mandarines, 
boxes  of  cigarettes,  and  braided  whips  fell 
to  one-third  of  the  opening  price.  But  even 
the  lowest  prices  left  the  dealers  a  profit,  for 
the  price  of  living  and  wages  are  very  low  in 
Rhodes.  Besides  the  traders  understand  their 
"business."    I  selected  two  little  boxes  for  the 


reasonable  price  of  one  franc  I  didn't  happen 
have  any  small  change  with  me,  a  medschidi 
(about  3.50  Mk.)  The  change  that  I  received 
was,  for  the  most  part,  worn  out  coins  which 
the  next  dealer  rejected,  in  part  brand  new 
Egyptian  nickle  coins  which  the  stranger  un- 
hesitatingly accepts  as  quarter-medschidi 
pieces.  I  succeeded  in  getting  hold  of  the  man 
before  the  steamer  left,  but  what  good  did  it 
do?  He  pretended  to  be  stupid,  dumb,  deaf 
and  near-sighted,  as  occasion  demanded.  His 
chief  weapon,  however,  was  that  he  had  no 
other  money  to  exchange  and  that  he  could  re- 
deem his  bad  and  false  coins  only  for  "goods." 
In  this  way  I  came  into  possession  of  more 
little  brown  boxes  that  I  had  ever  dreamed  of, 
but  at  the  same  time  an  introduction  to  the 
coin  system  of  the  Orient  that  was  rather 
cheap  imder  the  conditions,  for  no  mortal 
ever  escapes  it  unplucked. 

Rhodes  has  a  large  gaol,  which  serves  also  as 
a  place  for  the  banishment  of  political  offenders. 
The  prisoners  prepare  the  carvings  mentioned 
above  partly  to  have  an  occupation,  partly  in 
order  to  earn  a  few  pennies  thereby  with 
which  to  increase  their  miserable  pittance, 
Rhodes  is  of  interest  to  the  Jews,  insofar  as 
three  thousand  five  hundred  Jews  (Sephardim) 
live  around  the  ruins  of  the  old  mediaeval  for- 
tresses. They  earn  their  living  as  tradesmen, 
laborers,  carriers  and  boatmen.  Especially  in- 
teresting is  it  that  the  Jews  are  permitted  to 
live  with  the  Turks  (6,500)  within  the  forti- 
fied town,  while  the  Christians  are  permitted 
to  enter  it  only  during  the  day;  at  sundown 
they  have  to  return  to  their  suburbs. 

We  arrived  at  Beirut  Tuesday  evening  just 
after  dark.  From  early  in  the  morning  until 
mid- day  we  had  been  within  sight  of  Cyprus, 
then  for  a  few  hours  the  open  sea — the  only 
portion  of  our  whole  journey  away  from  the 
shore — and  from  about  five  o'clock  on,  we  saw 
the  snow-capped  Lebanon  gradually  looming  up 
on  the  eastern  horizon,  its  peak  still  touched 
with  the  rays  of  the  setting  sun  while  below 
at  its  foot,  Beirut  becomes  visible  in  the  twi- 
light "Our  steamer  did  not  go  from  Beirut 
to  Jaffa,  but  to  northern  Syria  and  Cyprus. 
There  was  another  ship  in  the  harbor,  ready 
to  take  us  direct  to  Jaffa.  We  had  to  be 
moved  from  one  ship  to  the  other,  and  even 
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before  that  to  be  rowed  to  the  post-office  to 
register  there;  for  the  large  ships  stop  in  the 
middle  of  the  harbor. 

Landing  or  "transbordiering^'  is  no  simple 
matter.  Whoever  is  not  acquainted  with  the 
situation,  or  fails  to  accompany  some  person 
on  board  who  knows  the  place,  is  very  likely 
to  be  enormously  overcharged  by  the  boat- 
mea  Only  a  few  boatmen  in  Beirut  enjoy  a 
reputation  of  reliability,  as  my  friend  Besch- 
lik— Chef  de  Barque,  as  he  calls  himself  on  his 
visiting  cards.  But  Beschlik  is  always  in  de- 
mand, and  he  cannot  be  everywhere  at  once, 
and  so  we  trusted  ourselves  to  a  boatman  who 
had  jumped  aboard  among  the  first  of  the 
rough  gang  and  in  whom  I  thought  I  recog- 
nized one  of  Beschlik*s  crew.  In  answer  to 
my  question,  he  assured  me  zealously  that  he 
belonged  to  Beschlik's  boat.  At  first  all  went 
well.  We  and  our  baggage  were  gotten  safely 
into  the  boat — with  us  there  came  a  poor, 
Roumanian  Jew,  who  was  going  to  Cairo  for 
the  sake  of  his  health ;  he  was  accompanied  by 
his  aged  mother — and  after  a  few  minutes'  ride 
through  the  pitch  dark  night  we  had  register- 
ed. Then  we  had  to  wait  a  considerable  time, 
during  which  we  were  not  at  all  sure 
whether  we  would  be  permitted  to  go  on  the 
same  night  and  whether  the  boat  for  Jaffa 
would  wait  for  us.  At  last  everything  turned 
out  just  right  and  we  arrived  without  any 
difficulties  with  our  baggage  on  the  steamer 
"Portugal."  I  had  first  agreed  while  still 
aboard  about  paying  the  boatman,  and  al- 
though they  indignantly  refused  my  oflFer  of  a 
medschidi  (that  was  double  what  Beschlik 
would  have  asked),  still,  with  the  addition  of 
a  single  franc,  they  were  finally  quite  satis- 
fied. On  the  other  hand,  it  soon  appeared 
that  my  Roumanian  companions,  who,  we 
thought,  had  also  been  put  aboard  after  us 
without  any  danger,  had  been  robbed  of  forty 
francs,  before  they  were  allowed  to  leave 
the  little  boat— a  fortune  to  poor  people.  When 
I  learned  of  this  the  boatman  had  already  dis- 
appeared in  the  black  night.  I  was  able  to  tell, 
however,  where  they  were,  and  their  booty 
will  in  all  probability  be  taken  away  from 
them  and  given  back  to  the  poor  people;  still 


it  certainly  was  an  outrage. 

As  my  first  acquaintance,  I  had  met  on  board 
the  ship  a  friend  from  Jaffa  who  knows  the 
conditions  of  the  country  thoroughly,  and 
who  accordingly  took  the  matter  described 
above  in  hand.  We  were  further  indebted  to 
his  friendly  guidance  that  we  were  able  to 
reach  Jaffa  next  morning  after  passing  over 
the  shoals  and  having  gone  through  all  the 
inniunerable  legal  formalities,  almost  wtthout 
being  aware  of  it  at  all.  What  we  were  aware 
of,  however,  and  what  we  would  not  have 
been  willing  to  miss  for  anything,  was  the 
picture  that  Gaza  presented  to  us,  how  its 
silhouette  appeared  before  sunrise  against  the 
morning  sky  as  it  grew  more  and  more  gold- 
en. 


TJfie  scarcity  of  water  in  Jerusalem,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  small  rainfall  during  the  winter 
is  already  felt.  The  prices  of  provisions 
have  risen  considerably,  and  the  poor, 
among  them  a  good  number  of  immigrants,  are 
suffering  heavily.  The  question  of  a  water 
supply  is  again  being  discussed,  but  no  result 
can  be  anticipated  until  a  foreign  company 
takes  the  matter  up  on  business  lines.  The 
Turkish  Government  is  suspicious  of  philan- 
thropic plans,  but  less  so  of  commercial  enter- 
prises, when  a  concession  is  asked  in  the  name 
of  a  Turkish  subject,  though  it  is  understood 
that  it  will  pass  into  the  hands  of  a  foreign 
company. 

The  Hilfsverein  der  Deutschen  Juden  has 
opened  the  first  class  of  a  commercial  school 
as  a  continuation  of  the  Von  Laemel  School, 
and  as  a  parallel  institute  to  its  Seminary  for 
training  teachers.  The  teaching  staff  of  the 
three  institutions  has  been  strengthened 
through  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Seigfried 
Rothenberg,  of  Nuremberg,  who  gained  the 
prize  for  mathematics  at  the  Pol)rtechnic  of 
Munich.  The  English  instruction  at  the  Han- 
delsrealschule  is  given  by  Dr.  Spoer,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  American  Archaeological  Institute. 

Dr.  Schmaryahu  Lewin,  of  Wilna,  and  Dr.- 
Ruppin,  of  Berlin,  have  arrived  in  Palestine 
to  ihvestigate  the  possibilities  of  cultural  and 
industrial  development. 
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Raphael  Erben — Philosopher 


By  Rebecca  A.  Altnum 


RAPHAEL  ERBEN  drew  a  deep 
breath  of  relief  when  the  door  closed 
on  the  last  garrulous  member  of  the 
family  group.  He  longed  to  be  alone 
with  his  thoughts,  to  drop  the  masque  which 
conventionality  compelled  him  to  wear  when 
in  the  midst  of  those  who  could  not  or  would 
not  follow  the  trend  of  his  reasoning.  There 
was  a  time  when  Raphael  Erben  did  not  mind 
being  ''misunderstood";  indeed,  he  took  a  cer- 
tain delight  in  posing  as  the  superior  member 
of  the  family — the  martyr  to  idealism,  who 
swallowed  the  sneers  of  relatives  with  ^e 
resignation  of  a  true  hero. 

But  in  the  past  few  years  Raphael  Erben 
had  grown  tired  of  his  martyr's  role,  and,  in 
order  to  meet  the  cynics  on  a  common  ground, 
he  had  become  a  cynic  himself.  But  this  cynic- 
ism only  formed  the  outer  crust  to  the  inner  in- 
gredients of  his  being,  which  was  composed 
of  contradictory  elements.  Within  him  the 
boldest  scepticism  vied  with  the  simplest  faith; 
materialism  grappled  for  ascendancy  over  an 
innate  leaning  toward  idealism;  the  romantic 
dwelled  side  by  side  with  the  practical,  and 
solemn  Hebraism  crossed  swords  with  aesthetic 
Hellenism.  A  lover  of  the  Psalms  of  David, 
and  a  disciple  of  Nietzsche — such  a  man  was 
Raphael  Erben.  In  him  the  "subjective  mind" 
was  developed  to  an  extraordinary  degree,  so 
that  the  life  of  soul  or,  in  other  words,  the 
inner  consciousness,  was  more  real  to  him 
than  the  life  of  the  body,  that  is,  the  material 
existence.  It  cost  him  no  little  mental  pain 
before  he  succeeded  in  balancing  the  contend 
ing  forces  of  his  manifold  personality.  How 
little  the  material  world  is  conscious  of  the 
fierce  and  furious  battles  which  the  thinking 
man  wages  with  himself;  how  meagre  the 
credit  received  for  the  signal  victories  won. 
But  all  this  is  not  to  the  point  Our  aim 
was  to  analyze  the  psychology  of  Raphael  Er- 
ben, and  we  have  arrived  at  the  stage  where 
he  succeeded  in  appeasing  within  himself  the 


opposing  elements.  He  was  now  no  longer 
anxious  to  be  misunderstood,  on  the  contrary, 
he  avoided  it  as  far  as  possible,  dreading  when 
among  strangers  lest  his  superiority  crop  out 
in  an  unguarded  moment  It  was  far  more 
convenient  to  merge  one's  self  in  the  passing 
crowd  and  remain  unnoticed  than  to  hold  aloof 
and  have  every  passerby  point  his  finger  at 
one  with  accompanying  mysterious  whispers. 
It  was  his  anxiety  to  appear  normal  that 
taught  Raphael  Erben  to  wear  a  masque 
everywhere  except  in  the  privacy  of  his  own 
study  and  on  rare  occasions,  in  the  presence 
of  the  few  friends  who  shared  his  ideals,  even 
though  they  did  not  wholly  understand  the 
subtlety  of  his  peculiar  reasoning.  Both  Raph- 
ael Erben  and  his  friends  pursued  the  same 
ideals,  but  while  the  latter  regarded  their 
ideals  as  something  apart  from  themselves, 
something  to  aspire  to,  something  to  reach  out 
for,  to  the  former  their  ideals  were  part  and 
parcel  of  himself,  or  rather  his  real  and  pre- 
dominant self.  Raphael  Erben  did  not  mere- 
ly philosophize  on  suffering — ^he  suffered; 
Whatever  he  felt,  or  thought,  or  wanted— it 
was  so  thoroughly  felt  and  thought  and  want- 
ed that  his  whole  being  was  affected  with  the 
stress  of  the  absorbing  idea,  leaving  room  for 
nothing  else.  The  fact  that  his  ideals  were 
mere  vapory,  airy  fancies  that  could  not  be 
clothed  in  the  garb  of  reality,  did  not  at  first 
disturb  him;  what  did  he,  philosopher  and 
disciple  of  Nietzsche,  care  for  the  visible 
commonplaces.  He,  the  "Uebermensch," 
scorned  to  look  at  that  which  constituted  ordin- 
ary existence— he  looked  beyond  the  present, 
beyond  reality,  towards  that  subtle  state  of 
"Uebermenschheif  which  one  only  arrives  at 
after  indefatigable  mental  exertion  and  the 
subtlest  reasoning. 

To-night  it  all  came  back  to  him.  In  Ac 
quiet  of  his  room,  his  entire  past  life  unfolded 
itself  before  him  and  he  could  not  resist  the 
temptation  of  making  an  inventory  of  the  dif- 
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ferent  items  which  were  noted  down  on  his 
past  record.  Nothing  but  theories  stared  him 
in  the  face.  He  felt  a  sharp  pang  at  the  heart 
as  he  recognized  each  one  of  them.  He  re 
called  the  agony,  the  suspense,  the  joy,  the  ex- 
altation, which  they  cost  him.  The  pain  of 
begetting,  the  bliss  of  creating — he  could  not 
forget  the  sensations  which  his  being  experi- 
enced— his  whole  life  was  colored  by  them. 
But  why,  after  all,  did  he  feel  so  cold  and  un- 
happy now,  now  that  he  had  attained  the 
highest  point  of  reasoning— of  looking  beyond 
the  state  of  things?  Why  did  he  feel  so 
worn  out,  so  wasted,  so  old — old  at  twenty- 
five?  A  shiver  ran  through  him  as  he  real- 
ized that  he  was  only  twenty-five  years  old. 
"Other  men  are  considered  young  at  this  age, 
but  I  feel  dried  up  with  age,"  he  mused  (this, 
too,  was  only  theorizing,  for  to  all  appearances 
he  was  hale  and  hearty,  vigorous  and  muscu- 
lar). 'The  thought  of  being  young  does  not 
fill  me  with  hope  and  joy,"  he  continued  in 
his  rumination,  "for  life  is  a  burden  to  me — 
a  used-up,  worn-out  thing,  of  which  I  would 
rather  be  rid.  Yes,  I  have  had  my  fill  of  life. 
I  have  lived  ad  nauseam!  It  is  true  I  am 
still  young  in  the  worldly  sense;  but  what  did 
time  and  space  matter  to  me — I  have  lived  be- 
yond them.  I  have  lived  eternities  in  moments. 
Ages,  aeons,  seems  to  have  passed  over  me. 
Is  there  an  emotion,  a  passion  which  this  be- 
ing of  mine  did  not  experience?  Was  there 
ever  a  burden  which  did  not  weigh  me  down? 
Love  and  hate,  joy  and  sorrow,  the  most  ex- 
quisite bliss,  the  most  racking  pain,  the  mad- 
dest joy,  the  profoundest  grief— all  these  have 
I  lived  through.  The  wonder  is  that  my 
mind  has  not  rebelled,  that  it  has  stood  the 
terrible  strain  to  which  I  taxed  it.  But  it  is 
rebelling  now.  It  seems  to  be  getting  away 
from  my  hold,  as  if  it  sought  freedom  from 
the  bondage  of  years.    It  is  as  though  it  would 


refuse  to  serve  me  did  I  persist  in  lashing  it 
on  to  its  former  tasks.  But  do  I  desire  to 
yoke  my  mind  on  to  the  old  theories?  No  I 
Rather  am  I  anxious  to  put  an  end  to  my 
mind's  slavery.  Why  should  it  serve  a  master 
who  yields  no  returns  for  its  labor?  Did  I 
not,  after  three  years  of  looking  beyond,  find 
life  hollow  and  bankrupt,  barren  and  unprom- 
ising? Have  I  wasted  my  brain  in  sowing  the 
wind,  only  to  ^ther  the  whirlwind?  Ah,  I 
am  beginning  to  fear  that  I  have  been  a  false 
prophet  to  myself,  that  I  have  led  my  own 
self  astray  from  the  path  of  clear  reasoning. 
Have  I  bartered  my  Judaism  for  Hellenism, 
only  to  find  that  at  twenty-five,  life  is  an  un- 
bearable burden.  O,  that  I  could  again  steep 
myself  in  the  healthy  optimism  of  my  race's  tra- 
ditions, what  a  comfort,  what  a  splace  they 
would  be  the  soul.  O,  that  I  could  become 
the  simple  Jew,  th«  Jew  shorn  of  philosophic 
theories — to  him,  to  the  simple  Jew,  there  is 
no  looking  beyond.  To  him  life  is  a  simple 
proposition,  a  logical  problem,  which  solves 
itself  without  the  aid  of  theories.  And  what 
is  there  to  prevent  me  from  becoming  the 
simple,  believing  Jew — the  ridicule  of  my  fel- 
low-philosophers? But  I  have  learned  to  look 
beyond  ridicule.  This,  at  least,  is  the  one 
benefit  I  derived  from  my  years  of  theorizing. 
I  am  no  longer  moved  by  ridicule.  I  am  not 
certain  that  even  they — ^my  fellow  philosophers 
— do  not  conceal  within  them  a  secret  longing 
for  the  simple  old-fashioned  Judaism,  the 
Ghetto  environments  which  they  left.  I,  for 
one,  am  going  back  to  the  Ghetto,  back  to  its 
hopes  and  fears,  its  simple  joys  and  sorrows." 
In  the  Ghetto  there  was  rejoicing,  for 
Raphael  Erben,  the  philosopher,  the  renowned 
radical,  had  abandoned  radicalism  and  re- 
turned to  the  Ghetto.  Nor  was  that  all — 
he  had  become  a  Zionist! 
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Rip  Van  Winkle  at  Tannersville 


Visitors  in  the  Catskills  usually  remark  how 
faithfully  the  atmosphere  of  the  locality  was 
caught  by  Washington  Irving.  The  inference 
seems  natural  that  he  meant  his  Rip  Van 
Winkle  ta  be  a  personification  of  the 
spirit  that  broods  over  the  hills.  Rip's 
long  sleep  was  the  dozing  of  the  moun- 
tains humanly  expressed.  It  is  said  that  the 
descendants  of  the  historic  Rip  partake  of  his 
sjrmpathetic  disposition,  and  that  there  has 
been  in  every  generation  a  representative  of 
the  line  snoring  twenty  years,  somewhere  in 
the  folds  of  the  hills,  who,  in  due  time, 
awakens  to  find  the  tale  of  history  at  an  ad- 
vanced chapter,  and  his  heir  and  counterpart 
grow  up,  ready  to  repeat  the  sire's  perform- 
ance. The  evidence  for  the  unbroken  succes- 
sion of  Rips  so  infallibly  sensitive  to  the 
soporific  Catskills,  is  not  of  a  strictly  scien- 
tific character,  but  up  to  the  present,  no  one 
has  risen  to  question  the  fact  that  the  last 
Rip  awoke  "from  his  sleep  on  the  30th  of  June, 
1907,  in  Kaaterskill  Cove,  or  that  in  the  village 
of  Tannersville,  whither  he  made  his  way,  he 
beheld  the  scenes  and  incidents  which  it  is 
the  purpose  of  the  present  historian  to  record. 

The  scion  of  the  house  of  Van  Winkle  awoke 
about  the  time  of  sunset,  and  darkness  had 
fallen  when  the  road  along  which  he  was 
shuffling  became  the  village  of  Tannersville. 
He  crossed  some  railroad  tracks,  which  gave 
him  the  impression  that  he  was  somewhere  in 
the  Hudson  Valley,  for  at  the  period  when 
he  had  fallen  asleep  there  had  been  no  rail- 
road on  the  heights.  A  little  farther  on  he 
came  to  a  cluster  of  brightly  lighted  stores. 
The  inscriptions  on  the  windows  aroused  in 
him  conflicting  feelings.  The  words  seemed  to 
be  English,  and  yet  there  was  something  subtly 
foreign  about  them.  On  one  window  he  read, 
"Drugs  and  Toilet  Articles.  M.  Abramson"; 
on  another  "Stationery,  Souvenirs,  J.  Hymans." 
He  passed  a  barber's  pole,  which  caused  him 
instinctively  to  raise  his  hand  toward  his  chin, 
where  the  long  beard  hung,  so  novel  to  his 
touch.  Turning  to  the  window,  he  read: 
"New  York  Barber,  I.  Goldstein."    Rip's  still 


dormant  intellect  struggled  in  vain  with  the 
phenomenon  before  him.  The  sign  across  the 
road  from  the  barber  shop  was  entirely  incom- 
prehensible. It  read:  "Delicatessen,  A, 
Simon."  "That  surely  must  be  French,"  thought 
Rip,  "but  how  can  it  be?"  And  he  put  his 
hand  in  alarm  to  his  forehead.  The  store  next 
to  the  one  bearing  the  unintelligible  words  had 
a  large  porch  with  a  plow  and  a  few  hoes  and 
spades  upon  it.  Joy  shot  through  Rip  as  he 
read,  "Hardware,  Peter  Avery  &  Son."  A 
mist  seemed  to  have  lifted  from  his  mind.  But 
his  perplexity  returned  a  moment  later  when, 
looking  across  at  a  butcher's  shop,  he  saw 
under  the  familiar  words  "Meat  Market,"  an 
inscription  that  he  was  sure  he  had  never 
seen  the  like  of  before.  Rip  had  never  been 
much  of  a  philologist,  but  he  knew  vaguely 
that  antiquities  existed,  and  he  felt  for  some 
inexplicable  reason  that  the  hieroglyphic  con- 
fronting him  was  one  of  those.  There  was 
printed  on  the  window,  besides  the  words  al- 
ready mentioned,  the  name  "Isaac  Shapinsky," 
and  inside  the  shop  Rip  saw  a  black-bearded 
man  hold  a  fowl  upside  down  while  he  con- 
versed with  a  couple  of  women. 

Rip  would  gladly  have  made  inquiries  in  the 
hardware  store,  but  his  extraordinary  appear- 
ance, of  which  he  was  now  fully  aware,  pre- 
vented him.  He  moved  on  past  the  rows  of  il- 
luminated stores  into  the  darkness,  where  only 
here  and  there  were  visible  the  faint  lights 
of  cottages.  The  evening  was  pleasant  and 
the  hum  of  conversation  was  audible  from 
many  of  the  verandas.  Rip  caught  words  here 
and  there,  but  he  thought  his  hearing  must 
have  been  affected,  ior  the  language  sounded 
as  if  the  speakers  uttered  much  of  it  from 
the  depths  of  their  throats.  He  saw  one 
couple,  man  and  wife  apparently,  playing  cards, 
while  a  nurse  was  trying  to  still  the  clamor 
of  a  child.  Strange  to  say,  although  he  had 
but  a  few  hours  before  risen  from  a  twenty 
years'  sleep.  Rip  began  to  feel  his  eyelids 
droop  and  his  feet  drag  more  heavily  as  the 
night,  wore  on.  At  length  he  espied  a  little 
church  and  with  a  sigh  of  relief,  he  stretched 
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himself  on  the  lawn  close  to  the  building  and 
was  soon  again  fast  asleep. 

He  was  up  with  the  sun.  It  was  a  little 
wooden  church  beside  which  he  had  slept, 
standing  in  rural  isolation.  Fields  and  trees 
surrounded  it.  As  Rip  examined  it,  a  feeling 
of  uneasiness  resembling  that  of  the  night 
before,  stole  6ver  him.  Nowhere  could  he  see 
the  suggestion  of  a  cross.  What  he  took  to 
be  the  steeple,  simply  tapered  off  to  a  spindle- 
like end.  The  arches  over  doors  and  windows 
were  oddly  rounded,  not  pointed,  as  his  eye 
was  accustomed  to  seeing  them.  He  noticed 
a  design  on  the  stained  glass  windows  which 
he  fancied  at  first  might  be  the  cross,  but 
looking  closely,  he  saw  that  it  was  a  six- 
pointed  star.  Rip's  long  sleep  had  pretty  well 
rested  his  nerves,  but  he  could  not  resist  the 
panic  that  invaded  his  heart.  He  hurried 
away,  not  daring  to  look  behind. 

Rip  did  not  even  try  to  guess  where  he  was 
or  whither  he  was  going,  and,  as  it  happened, 
he  went  back  over  part  of  the  course  he  ha3 
already  traversed.  Again  he  passed  the  queer- 
ly  lettered  store-windows,  but  now  he  noticed 
that  nearly  every  shop  displayed  a  little  white 
flag  bearing  a  blue  design — the  six-pointed 
st'ir  he  had  seen  in  the  windows  of  the  church. 

Hardly  any  of  the  village  people  were  astir 
at  that  early  hour.  Once  Rip  heard  someone 
call  out,  "There  goes  Rip  Van  Winkle."  He 
turned,  expecting  to  recognize  a  friend,  but  the 
young  man  who  had  spoken  the  words  was 
busy  hitching  up  a  horse  and  paid  no  more  at- 
tention to  him.  He  turned  off  at  a  branch 
road  on  which  there  were  no  stores,  hoping 
to  make  some  change  in  his  attire  before  the 
world  should  have  become  fully  awake. 

He  had  proceeded  on  this  road  about  half  a 
mile  when  he  heard  singing  ahead,  and  saw  a 
man,  short  of  stature  and  wearing  a  large  soft 
hat,  coming  jauntily  toward  him.  The  little 
man  carried  a  cigarette  in  one  hand,  and  now 
and  then  tried  to  vary  his  gait  by  a  clumsy 
sort  of  dancing  step.  As  he  approached.  Rip 
saw  that  his  iron-grey  hair  fell  to  his  shoul- 
ders, which  were  slightly  stooped.  The  straight 
lines  of  his  dark  face  resembled  those  of  an 
Indian's. 

As  the  stranger  became  aware  of  Rip,  he 
halted  and  stood  stock  still  for  a  few  seconds, 
then  cautiously  moving  his  right  hand  to  his 


hip-pocket,  he  brought  forth  a  flat  bottle, 
which  he  leveled  at  Rip,  and  exclaimed,  in  a 
voice  somewhat  like  a  crow's,  "Who  are  you?" 
Rip's  voice  not  having  been  used  for  twenty 
years,  was  low  and  husky.  "I  am  Rip  Van 
Winkle,"  he  whispered.  "Eliyahu,  maybe?" 
inquired  the  stranger.  "Have  you  come  to 
the  convention?" 

Rip  gazed  at  him  sorrowfully. 

"Here,  have  a  drink!"  said  the  stranger, 
offering  him  the  bottle. 

Rip  declined,  with  a  gesture. 

"Thank  you!"  exclaimed  the  stranger,  and 
helped  himself. 

His  next  remark  might  have  been  Greek,  or 
Hebrew,  so  far  as  Rip  was  concerned. 

An  angry  light  rose  in  the  stranger's  eyes. 
"What!"  he  croaked,  "you  do  not  understand 
me?  I  tell  you  maybe  I  can  speak  it  as  cor- 
rect as  you.  Come  up  to  my  room;  we  shall 
see." 

He  turned  about  and  retraced  his  steps, 
Rip  meekly  following.  The  stranger  continued 
to  mutter  in  his  unintelligible  language,  occa- 
sionally addressing  a  remark  to  Rip,  and 
when  Rip  failed  to  reply,  glaring  at  him  furi- 
ously with  his  blood-shot  eyes.  At  last  he 
broke  into  English  again:  "You  know  who 
made  that  convention?"  he  demanded.  "I 
made  it  You  have  heard  my  song,  Hatikvoh, 
yes?  They  sing  it,  but  would  they  sing  it  if 
not  for  me?  Who  are  they?  Nobodysl 
Nothings!  They  are  not  all  together  worth 
my  little  finger — one  hair  of  my  head!  Pfui 
on  them !  But  I  will  have  revenge.  I  shall  see 
if  they  will  treat  me  like  a  dog.  I  am  not.  i 
dog.     I  am  a  poet,  a  scholar.    ..." 

To  Rip,  this  odd  individual,  with  his  strange 
talk,  seemed  of  a  piece  with  the  other  queer 
things  in  Tannersville.  He  wondered' whether 
he  had  not  come  among  a  community  of 
people  related  to  those  queer  kobolds  whom  he 
had  met  in  the  mountains  before  falling  into 
his  long  sleep.  There  was  certainly  some- 
thing imp-like  in  the  dark  little  man  who  now 
acted  as  his  guide.  And  what  more  natural 
than  that  he  should  awaken  to  find  himself 
among  the  same  people  that  he  had  been  with 
when  he  fell  asleep! 

Presently  they  came  in  sight  of  a  large 
wooden  building  with  several  smaller  ones 
around  it.     Numerous  white  flags  bearing  the 
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same  star  design  that  had  before  startled 
Rip,  projected  from  various  points,  and  on  the 
front  of  one  of  the  adjoining  buildings  ther« 
blazed  the  same  emblem  several  feet  in 
diameter. 

Rip's  guide  took  him  to  one  of  the  smaller 
houses  and  up  a  flight  of  stairs.  He  led  him 
into  a  small  room,  containing  a  bed,  a  wash- 
stand  and  a  chair. 

''Bitte,  sit  down,"  he  said,  offering  his 
guest  the  chair.  "I  shall  go  and  find  you 
some  clothes,  some  modem  garments,  so  you 
can  appear  in  the  convention."  He  took  up  a 
large  round  bottle  that  stood  on  the  floor  be- 
side the  wash-stand  and  held  it  out  appealing- 
ly  to  Rip,  who  again  declined.  The  little  man 
shrugged  his  shoulders,  took  a  pull  himself 
and  replaced  the  bottle  to  its  former  position. 

"You  wait  here,  yes?"  he  said,  and  went  out 

He  returned  in  what  seemed  to  Rip  a  short 
time,  his  arms  laden  with  masculine  apparel, 
chuckling  to  himself. 

'"You  change  your  costume,  and  I  will  get 
you  something  to  eat,"  he  remarked,  and  was 
out  again. 

Rip  saw  the  wisdom  of  complying.  In  a  few 
minutes  his  rags  lay  in  a  heap  on  the  floor, 
and  he  was  attired,  not  uncomfortably,  in  the 
clothes  that  had  been  brought  him.  By  that 
time  his  good  fairy  was  back  again  with 
sandwiches  and  fruit. 

"You  look  very  good,"  said  the  little  dark 
man,  giving  Rip's  new  costume  a  touch  here 
and  there,  while  Rip  broke  his  long  fast.  "A 
little  less  hair  and  beard  will  not  hurt  you; 
we  are  in  America  now."  He  got  out  a  pair 
of  scissors  from  a  hand-bag,  and  snipped  away, 
until  Rip's  head  and  face  looked  somewhat 
less  like  a  neglected  backyard  than  before. 
"Now  we  are  ready  for  the  convention,"  said 
the  barber,  when  he  was  at  last  satisfied. 

As  they  went  through  the  corridors,  Rip 
noticed  that  every  door-post  had  a  narrow 
tin  box  a  couple  of  inches  long,  nailed  to  it 
Not  a  doorway  was  without  its  tin  case.  When 
they  reached  the  veranda  of  the  main  building, 
they  found  a  number  of  men  and  women  walk- 
ing about,  and  conversing.  All  eyes  were 
turned  curiously  upon  the  pair.  A  jovial- 
looking  young  man  came  up  to  them. 

"Good  morning,'*  he  said,  bluffly,  speaking  a 


name  which  Rip  did  not  catch — it  sounded  like 
Burr. 

"Good  morning,  good  morning,"  replied 
Rip's  benefactor.  "This  is  my  friend,  the 
Navi." 

"*Who?"  inquired  the  young  man,  with  l 
grin. 

A  group  of  people  had  gathered  about  them, 
all  looking  as  if  ready  to  enjoy  a  joke. 

"The  Navi.  Shegetz!  Don't  you  know  what 
a  Navi  is?    Prophet!     Eliyahu!" 

A  shout  of  laughter  broke  forth  from  the 
group.  Ancient  and  rheumatic  as  he  felt,  Rip 
was  conscious  of  the  mounting  color  in  his 
cheeks. 

"Come,  we  will  go  into  the  hall,"  said  his 
guide. 

As  they  entered  the  long  room  nearly  filled 
with  men  and  women,  very  few  turned  to 
look  at  them.  A  dark,  handsome  man  and  a 
boyish-looking  youth  sat  on  a  platform  at  one 
end  of  the  hall.  Everybody  was  paying  close 
attention  to  a  black-whiskered  young  man 
who  stood  on  the  floor  near  the  platform  and 
addressed  the  meeting  with  fervid  eloquence. 
Rip  recognized  the  language,  but  many  of  the 
words  were  meaningless.  The  words  "Zion- 
ism" and  "Judaism"  occurred  frequently,  and 
rather  conveyed  an  idea  to  his  mind.  The 
word  "Jews,"  which  was  often  spoken,  sound- 
ed remotely  familiar.  After  hearing  it  re- 
peated a  dozen  times  or  more,  it  dawned  upon 
him  that  he  had  seen  it  in  his  Bible. 

"I  belong  to  the  Old  Guard  of  Zionism,"  Rip 
heard  the  orator  say.  He  had  no  conception 
what  was  meant,  but  the  sentence  caught  his 
attention  and  repeated  itself  in  his  head  many 
times. 

A  ruddy- faced,  white-beared  old  man^  upon 
whose  massive  head  the  curls  played  as  on  the 
head  of  Jove,  also  sat  in  front  near  the  stage; 
and  did  not  seem  to  like  what  the  orator  was 
saying.  He  pursed  his  lips,  closed  his  eyes, 
and  rolled  his  head  from  side  to  side  to  show 
his  disapproval. 

As  soon  as  the  orator  was  through,  a  num- 
ber of  men  jumped  up  in  different  parts  of  the 
house,  all  eager  to  reply.  The  dark,  handsome 
man  on  the  platform  rapped  in  vain  for  order. 
Then  he  folded  his  arms  and  looked  with  mild 
reproach  in  his  eyes  at  the  shouting  assembly. 
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Quiet  instantly  ensued.  Although  some  of  the 
succeeding  speeches  were  in  a  foreign  lan- 
guage, even  Rip  understood  that  they  were  all 
opposed  to  the  views  of  the  first  orator.  The 
ruddy-faced  old  man  who  sat  forward,  now 
shook  with  jollity.  He  clapped  his  hands,  and 
his  laughter  pealed  in  the  van  of  the  gales 
of  mirth  aroused  by  the  sallies  of  the  debaters. 
He  himself  spoke  also,  and  Rip  felt  drawn 
to  him,  partly  because  his  beard  too  was  white 
like  his,  although  the  formula  he  heard  him 
utter,  "Zionism  is  nothing  without  Judaism," 
meant  nothing  to  him.  Rip,  however,  fully 
comprehended  the  meaning  of  such  sentences 
as  "Let  us  have  done  with  these  big  phrases." 
"Do  something!"  The  speaker  seemed  to  be 
preaching  to  him,  personally,  and  unutterable 
regret  stirred  in  his  soul. 

The  little  dark  man  at  Rip  s  side  appeared 
lost  in  himself  during  the  discussion.  When 
the  old  man  had  finished  speaking,  he  arose 
abruptly.  ^  "Let  us  go  out,"  he  said,  and 
shambled  toward  the  door  with  Rip  behind 
him.  There  were  more  people  now  in  the 
vestibule  and  on  the  veranda.  To  all  who 
accosted  him,  the  little  man  introduced  Rip  as 
his  friend,  the  "Navi.'  Rip  looked  as  sober  as 
he  felt.  He  was  unable  to  speak  a  word,  but 
that  appeared  not  to  be  necessary.  He  judged 
from  the  actions  of  the  people  that  they  looked 
upon  the  whole  matter  as  one  of  the  little 
man's  practical  jokes.  None  could  help  but 
treat  him  with  respect,  and  some  showed  by 
the  seriousness  of  their  looks,  that  the  thought 
was  never  from  their  minds — "Perhaps  he  is 
the  Navi,  after  all !" — whatever  that  might  be. 

For  the  next  few  days  the  little  dark  man 
moved  in  glcry  with  Rip  by  his  side.  Wherever 
the  pair  went,  all  eyes  followed  them.  They 
sat  side  by  side  in  the  dining-room,  and  it 
was  with  difficulty  that  the  other  guests  could 
attend  to  the  business  before  them  sufficiently 
to  avoid  serious  accidents  from  knives  and 
forks.  Rip  was  occupied  with  his  own  large 
thoughts,  but  he  fancied  more  than  once  he 
saw  an  ironical  pit  in  the  corner  of  his 
companion's  mouth. 

The  truth  may  as  well  be  told  that  Rip  had 
never  fared  so  well  as  at  that  table.  He  was 
fond  of  fish,  and  he  sometimes  had  fish  there 
masquerading  in  various  disguises  for  several 


courses.  Thus,  for  example,  he  might  have 
fish-balls  to  introduce  the  program,  boiled  fish 
as  entree,  fried  fish  as  piece  de  resistance,  and 
fish-roe  as  dessert.  When  meat  was  served,  it 
is  true  he  had  to  take  his  coffee  black,  but  he 
quickly  got  used  to  this  convention.  After 
each  meal,  and  sometimes  even  in  the  midst 
of  a  meal,  groups  at  various  tables  sang  melan- 
choly songs,  which  seemed  unaccountably  to 
cheer  the  singers.  One  song  especially  always 
made  Rip  move  uneasily  in  his  chair.  It  had 
not  quite  vim  enough  to  be  called  funereal 
It  was  rather  like  those  invertebrate  chants 
sometimes  heard  at  World's  Fairs  from  repre- 
sentatives of  aboriginal  races.  The  effect  of 
this  song  on  Rip's  companion  was  just  oppo- 
site to  that  on  himself.  The  little  man's  eyes 
lit  up,  he  puffed  his  cigarette  with  unusual 
vigor,  and  made  a  low  humming,  or  croak- 
ing in  his  throat. 

One  evening  a  more  elaborate  dinner  than 
usual  was  given.  It  was  referred  to  as  the 
''banquet."  There  were  innumerable  courses, 
one  of  them  cdnsisting  of  a  small  roasted  fowl, 
served  entire,  upon  which  Rip,  in  his  ignor- 
ance of  anatomy,  as  he  thought,  was  unable  to 
make  any  impression,  either  by  probing  or 
carving.  This  caused  him  some  embarrass- 
ment, until  he  observed  that  everybody  around 
him  was  in  the  same  predicament.  No  one 
dared  ask  his  neighbor  what  species  of  bird 
they  were  warring  against.  Some  remarked 
unconcernedly  that  it  was  canvas-back  duck, 
probably  because  it  seemed  to  be  lined  with  a 
canvas-like  skin.  Others  said  confidently  it 
was  pigeon.  The  little  dark  man  seemed  to  be 
speaking  profane  English  when  his  language 
was  intelligible.  He  stimulated  himself  to 
fresh  exertions  by  frequent -recourse  to  a  bot- 
tle labeled  "Carmel  wine,"  that  stood  on  the 
table. 

"I  know  what  this  bird  is,"  he  said,  confi- 
dentially to  Rip.  "It  is  made  all  of  one  bone, 
like  the  turtle,  only  it  flies.  Our  sages  tell 
about  it.  But,  of  course,  you  will  not  remem- 
ber, because  they  wrote  after  your  time." 

He  was  still  engaged  in  his  losing  fight  when 
a  series  of  shouts  arose  at  a  near-by  table, 
w^hich,  Rip  concluded  before  the  evening  was 
over,  after  hearing  the  same  many  timet 
repeated,  were  meant  for  hurrahs.    The  salut« 
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consisted  of  eight  words,  of  which  the  last 
thrice  treated, -always  varied.  Rip  at  length 
learned  to  know  the  seven.  He  thought  the 
eighth  might  be  a  different  man's  name,  each 
time.  The  shouting  continued  all  through  the 
remainder  of  the  banquet.  Most  of  it  came 
from  a  table  at  which  a  number  of  young  men 
and  women  were  seated,  in  which  the  old 
man  with  the  Jovian  head  seemed  to  be  espe- 
cially interested.  He  beamed  upon  them  in 
a  paternal  manner,  and  sometimes  left  the 
table  at  which  he  was  seated  to  whisper  to 
one  of  the  young  men.  Whereupon  they  would 
burst  forth  anew.  Rip  came  to  know  some 
of  the  names  too.  " Alef !  bez !  gimmel  f  daled ! 
hay!  vav!  ZionI  Friedenwald!  Friedenwaldl 
Friedenwaldl"  "Alef!  bez!  gimmel!  daled! 
hay!  vav!  Zion!  Schechter!  Schechter! 
Schechter!"  Other  tables  took  up  the  cheers, 
and  echoed  them  from  side  to  side.  While  one 
table  would  be  cheering,  another  would  start 
a  song,  and  the  double  performance  would  con- 
tinue without  mutual  interference. 

At  length  some  one  called  out  that  grace 
was  to  be  said.  Rip  bowed  his  head.  It 
caused  him  special  surprise  to  have  the  grace 
come  after  he  was  through  eating.  From  the 
opposite  side  of  the  room  a  clear  tenor  voice 
rose  in  a  musical  recitative.  There  was  a  hum 
of  response  all  over  the  room.  Rip  raised 
his  head.  No  other  head  was  bowed,  but  a 
number  of  men  had  put  on  their  hats  and 
were  murmuring  in  low  tones.  At  intervals 
the  tenor  voice  rose  and  chanted  a  passage, 
the  other  voices  sometimes  joining  in,  some- 
times following  antiphonally.  This  might  all 
have  been  a  dream,  so  far  as  Rip  could  tell. 
Or,  perhaps  these  were  the  banqueting  saints 
in  heaven,  whither  his  soul  had  departed.  His 
comfortable  bodily  sensations,  however,  were 
reassuring.  In  any  case,  all  seemed  to  be  well 
with  him. 

The  tenor  voice  wound  up  the  praise  service 
with  a  few  vigorous  measures.  Then  the 
handsome  dark  man,  who  had  sat  on  the  plat- 
form, arose  and  said  something  that  Rip  could 
not  hear.  When  he  was  through  another  made 
a  speech  that  created  a  great  deal  of  laughter, 
but  Rip  could  not  understand  the  language. 
-  The  handsome  man  stood  up  again,  said  some- 
thing, and  sat  down.    And  then  a  third  spoke. 


Rip  gathered  that  this  one  was  telling  the 
people  about  himself  and  his  exploits  in  the 
city  of  Boston.  Again  the  handsome  man 
spoke  a  few  words.  The  speech  of  the  next 
man  reminded  Rip  of  the  harangues  he  tiad 
long  ago  heard  at  political  meetings.  All  this 
time  Rip's  companion  had  been  getting  more 
and  more  imeasy.  He  would  growl  to  hi^i- 
self,  look  angrily  in  the  direction  of  the  tall, 
handsome  man,  start  up  threateningly,  and 
subside  again.  There  was  something  alarming 
in  his  fierceness,  despite  his  obvious  inability 
to  do  real  mischief. 

"He  is  a  Zionist!"  Rip  heard  him  mutter. 
"Everybody  is  a  Zionist  I  I  am  nothing!  I  am 
a  dog!" 

Suddenly  he  sprang  up. 

"I  want  to  speak!"  he  croaked. 

The  eloquent  stump-speaker  was  just  then 
telling  how  he  had  kissed  the  colored  babies  to 
gain  votes  during  the  last  campaign.  He  was 
obliged  to  pause  for  a  few  minutes  until  the 
storm  of  hisses  had  quelled  the  little  man. 
'  But  the  diminutive  volcano  continued  its  mut- 
terings.  Rip  saw  another  explosion  coming 
and  laid  a  hand  gently  on  his  companion's 
knee.  This  had  the  effect  of  arousing  rather 
than  quieting  him. 

"Why  don't  they  let  you  and  me  speak?"  he 
demanded.  "You  know  why?  You  know  why 
they  don't  let  us  speak?    They  are  afraid!" 

Then  springing  up,  he  stamped  his  foot  and 
cried  out  as  loud  as  his  cracked  voice  would 
permit,  "I  want  you  should  hear  the  Navi 
speak!" 

"Put  him  out!"  came  from  various  parts  of 
the  dining-room.  A  burly  fellow,  whose  facial 
expression  was  in  some  subtle  way  different 
from  that' of  most  of  the  others  there,  strode 
across  the  room  and  seized  the  disturber  of  the 
peace  by  the  collar.  In  an  instant  Rip  was 
standing  erect.  The  man's  eyes  shifted  and 
his  arm  fell.  Rip's  sad  gaze  slowly  traversed 
the  room. 

"Come!  We  will  go  away!'  exclaimed  the 
mischief-maker.  "They  are  not  Zionists  I  They 
will  not  even  hear  the  Navi  speak!     Come!" 

The  sight  of  Rip's  venerable  form  brought 
perfect  stillness  in  the  room.  No  doubt  many 
felt  his  departure  as  vaguely  symbolical  of 
something  yet  unformulated  in  their  minds. 
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"You  wait  here  for  me  a  few  minutes, 
yes?"  said  the  little  man,  out  on  the  deserted 
veranda,  and  disappeared.  Rip  found  a  chair 
and  sat  down.  After  a  few  minutes  he  heard 
a  loud  voice  issuing  from  an  open  window  of 
the  dining-room  which  he  had  just  left  It 
was  saying,  "We  must  have  money!  You 
want  speakers?  Pay  for  them  I  You  want 
literature?  Pay  for  it!  Give  us  the  money 
and  we  will  do  anything  you  wish.  Now  I 
know  there  are  many  of  you  here  just  aching 
to  go  down  into  your  pockets  and  buy  your- 
selves a  piece  of  real  estate,  the  right  kind  of 
real  estate,  in  heaven.  But  I  am  not  talking 
to  that  sort  of  real  estatenik.  I  am  talking 
to    .    .    ." 

"Schnorrerl  bestie!"  The  little  man  was 
back.  "Come!"  he  said,  and  the  two  plunged 
into  the  darkness. 

The  reader  need  hardly  be  told,  perhaps, 
that  Rip,  in  the  course  of  time,  duly  returned 
to  his  home,  now  the  home  of  his  descendants. 


or  that  when  he  was  recognized  he  was  joy- 
fully received  and  lived  out  the  years  that 
were  yet  left  him  in  peace  among  his  friends 
and  neighbors.  He  was  never  able  to  locate 
the  place  that  we  have  been  calling  Tanners- 
ville,  nor  did  he  ever  again,  after  that  night 
of  the  banquet,  hear  of  his  curious  little  friend 
and  benefactor,  although  he  often  wished  that 
he  might,  in  order  to  return  the  clothes  which 
had  been  lent  him  when  he  so  much  needed 
them.  In  referring  to  the  strange  people 
among  whom  he  sojourned  during  those  few 
days  immediately  after  his  awakening,  he  al- 
ways associated  them  with  the  quaint  folk  by 
whom  he  had  been  misled  on  the  mountains, 
just  before  his  terrible  sleep.  He  always 
added,  however,  that  on  the  whole,  they  were 
a  much  more  serious  and  sober  people,  some- 
what taller  on  the  average  than  the  kobolds, 
and  that  but  few  of  them  seemed  to  be  fond 
of  bowling  or  of  stimulating  beverages. 

A    I. 
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EDITORIALS 


THE  TANNERSVILLE  CONVENTION, 
First  of  all,  the  Zionist  societies  must  be 
credited  with  having  sent  as  their  represen- 
tatives delegates  who  were  not  only  Zionists, 
but  who  also  understood  the  problems  that 
confronted  the  Federation  and  the  movement 
in  general.  The  Conventions  have  educated 
men  and  women,  who  now  appreciate  that  fine 
speeches  are  only  the  spice  of  good  work; 
that  exceeding  in  value  contention  and 
thoughtless  criticism  are  constructive  delib- 
erations based  upon  fairness  to  the  leaders 
of  the  movement,  who  bear  the  brunt  of  all 
battles.  From  every  source,  this  phase  of 
our  Convention  has  been  noted. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  report  on  the 
Ussischkin,  Nordau  and  Warburg  letters  did 
not  avoid  official  recognition  of  differences 
that  are,  in  essence,  tactical  and  not  differ- 
ences of  principle.  The  Ussischkin  program 
errs  on  the  side  of  "practicality*;  it  does  not 
distinguish  between  "official"  work  and  indi- 
vidual initiative;  but  the  end  is  that  which 
is  desired  by  all  political  Zionists  as  well. 
Nordau  does  not  object  to  individual  enter- 
prises in  Palestine;  he  does  not  criticize  an 
orderly  stimulation  of  such  enterprises  by  the 
organization;  he  sees  in  the  Ussischkin  pro- 
gram a  reckless  attempt  to  bring  the  entire 
movement — its  official  foundations  as  well  as 
all  its  energies — into  a  colonizing  and  indus- 
trial scheme;  to  this  he  strenuously  inter- 
poses an  objection,  wishing  to  maintain  the 
organization  as  the  weapon  of  the  Jewish 
state  until  it  can,  by  diplomatic  measures, 
gain  its   international   status. 

Offense  might  have  been  taken  at  M.  Us- 
sischkin's  peremptory  and  officious  communi- 
cation, though  in  the  main  agreeing  with  it; 
but    the   Convention    should    have    stated    its 


position  and  not  committed  itself  to  a  ''com- 
promise" where  there  was  no  "compromise,*^ 
but  to  a  definite  statement  of  policy. 

Nevertheless,  the  decision  not  to  deplete 
the  National  Fimd  by  purchases  of  land  in 
Palestine — a  policy  which  would  at  once  be 
valueless  and  demoralizing — ^was  wisely  made,, 
and  other  resolutions,  refraining  from  ex- 
pressing opinions  on  highly  technical  prob- 
lems, were  also  tabled. 

With  regard  to  the  Federation  itself,  the 
zeal  and  enthusiasm  of  the  delegates  in  wish- 
ing for  a  larger  executive  in  order  to  secure 
the  services  of  more  active  workers,  was  in- 
deed enheartening,  though  the  method  of 
securing  these  additional  forces  may  prove 
ciunbersome  and  impossible  in  practice.  We 
have  now  over  forty  men  who  are  responsi- 
ble for  the  work  of  the  Federation.  Whether 
this  scattered  responsibility  is  wise  remains 
to  be  seen.  At  least,  the  central  office  will 
have  a  large  corps  of  workers,  from  among 
whom  much  ^ork  may  be  expected. 

A  Yiddish  weekly,  established  on  a  safe 
basis,  is  a  possibility,  thanks  to  the  modera- 
tion of  those  who  have  hitherto  clamored, 
with  persistent  recklessness,  for  a  Yiddish 
publication  at  once.  If  Zionists  will  gather 
the  fund  of  $5,000,  the  weekly  will  appear, 
with  good  chances  for  success.  It  rests  with 
us  to  gather  the  fund,  and  the  sooner  it  it 
in  hand,  the  earlier  will  our  long-awaited 
Yiddish   magazine   appear. 

Tannersville  is  an  ideal  place  for  a  con- 
vention, but  this  Convention  brought  to  light 
many  disadvantages  which  impressed  the  dele- 
gates with  the  need  for  a  change.  If  our 
conventions  could  be  held  during  the  early 
spring  or  in  winter,  we  could  revert  to  our 
old  practice  of  holding  the  Convention  in  a 
large  city;  but,  unfortunately,  we  are  com- 
pelled to  wait  for  the  vacation  season,  and 
a  convention  in  June  in  a  large  city  offers 
many  disadvantages.  It  may  be  possible  to  se- 
cure another  resort  nearer  New  York,  with 
better  mail,  rail  and  telegraph  services,  with 
the  same  advantages  as  those  enjoyed  at 
Tannersville.  At  any  rate,  the  Committee  on 
Convention  will  doubtless  give  this  matter 
immediate  attention. 
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The  Convention,  in  general,  showed  that 
our  organization  is  stronger  than  ever  before, 
our  resources  slowly  increasing,  the  niunbcr 
of  intelligent  workers  multiplying,  the  loy- 
alty of  societies  to  the  Federation  becoming 
stronger,  and,  in  fact,  a  healthy,  progressive 
growth  in  numbers,  strength  and  intelligence. 
We  believe  that  during  the  coming  year  pro- 
gress will  be  as  healthy  as  it  was  during  the 
past  year. 


THE  CONGRESS. 


We  are  sure  that  far-sighted  leadership  will 
win  in  the  coming  Congress,  and  that  the  zeal 
of  those  who  favor  a  pell-mell  penetration  of 
Palestine  will  not  win  the  day.  We  are  proud 
of  the  enthusiasm  and  even  the  partisanship 
which  Zionism  has  aroused  in  its  own  ranks, 
but  we  cannot  close  our  eyes  to  the  fact  that 
calmness  and  statesmanship  must  hold  the 
reins  of  the  movement,  even  if  it  be  necessary 
to  sit  down  on  some  of  our  enthusiasts. 

Just  as  our  American  Federaion  struggled 
with  questions  of  organization,  so,  it  appears 
to  us,  the  Congress  should  devote  itself  to  a 
practical  consideration  of  the  problems  of  or- 
ganization. The  statutes  of  the  Congress  are 
loose,  and  the  methods  are  not  the  best  that 
could  be  devised.  The  Federations  have  grown 
almost  without  official  regulation,  and  the  sys- 
tem of  electing  delegates  does  not  connect  with 
the  Federation  with  that  regularity  and  preci- 
sion that  it  should.  It  is  obvious  that  some 
plan  is  needed  that  will  place  the  entire  election 
machinery  within  the  machinery  of  the  Federa- 
tion organizations. 

That  there  has  been  little  or  no  statesman- 
ship in  the  activity  of  the  Smaller  Actions 
Committee  is  to  be  deplored.  When  we  speak 
of  statesmanship,  we  mean  the  development  of 
the  work  in  Palestine  with  a  clear-cut  policy 
of  political  activity  in  mind.  Whether  those 
engaged  in  practical  work  are  i;ispired  by  that 
statesmanship,  or  are  conscious  of  it,  does  not 
matter,  but  the  Actions  Committee  ought  to  be 
larger  than  any  of  the  enterprises  contemplated 
for  the  rejuvenation  of  the  land. 
^  We  send  greeting  to  our  colleagues  at  The 
Hague,  and  to  the  forty  delegates  who  will 
represent  America. 


A  TALE  OF  TWO  CITIES. 

The  students  of  Volozhin  on  strike!  The 
old  Yeshibah  closed  because  of  a  difference  be- 
tween professors  and  students  on  the  question 
of  whether  modem  languages  may  be  studied 
and  newspapers  read !  We  see  a  picture  of  re- 
bellious students  stealthily  reading  and  study- 
ing the  forbidden  literature.  We  see  them 
murmur  when  caught  and  rebuked,  subdued 
but  not  convinced.  We  see  them  grow 
openly  rebellious  as  the  modern  forces  in  their 
lives  come  out  more  and  more  strongly.  -Be- 
sides, the  authorities  have  nothing  back  of 
them  but  tradition,  no  money  Vchaper  'aP 
pesha. 

What  a  contrast — in  theory — does  the  theo- 
logical seminary  at  Cincinnati  present!  A 
secular  education  is  demanded.  Men  are 
encouraged  to  be  of  this  world.  Education 
is  along  the  lines  of  least  resistance  and  re- 
gardless of  tradition  they  have  money  to  back 
up  whatever  they  do.  But  the  relation  be- 
tween professors  and  students — there's  where 
der  ewige  Jude  shows  himself  in  America  as 
well  as  in  Russia.  The  authorities  think  they 
know  more  than  their  subordinates,  and  "ga 
do  them  something,"  as  they  say  in  Yiddish. 
The  students  and  some  of  the  teachers  are 
willing  to  be  taught  and  to  teach,  but  not  to 
be  dictated  to  on  matters  where  they  consider 
themselves  capable  of  formulating  an  opinion 
of  their  own.  What  is  the  result?  A  split 
on  Zionism  that  has  not  been  healed  by  forcing 
the  instructors  'Voluntarily"  to  resign  or  by 
inducing  some  of  the  students  voluntarily  to 
find  themselves  closed  out,  for  the  simple  rea- 
son that  a  very  liberal  majority  of  the  men  in 
the  Collegiate  department  are  outspoken  Zion- 
ists and  although  the  Preparatory  students  are 
too  young  to  have  formed  opinions,  at  least  two 
of  them  have  been  rather  active  in  the  move- 
ment. Now,  while  this  condition  is  easily  ex- 
plained —  and  not  on  any  such  ridiculous  hy- 
pothesis as  "learning"  Zionism  in  the  class- 
room or  even  at  meetings  of  the  Zionist  society 
which  these  young  men  attend — it  is  natural 
that  the  college  authorities  should  be  enraged. 
As  a  business  proposition  they  find  their  in- 
vestment does  not  pay  as  they  had  a  right  to 
expect.  It  cost  this  year  over  fourteen  hun- 
dred  dollars   each   for   the   educ;>^tion   of   the 
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twenty-six  men  who  expect  to  become  rabbii^ 
exclusive  of  the  value  of  rent  on  property  or 
everything  but  running  expenses.  For  the 
amount  expended  for  each  student  a  man  could 
easily  be  sent  to  Europe  to  attend  the  best 
colleges  in  the  world  and  perhaps  better  rab- 
bis would  be  turned  out.  Why  then  all  this 
expense?  Because  the  donors  want  to  create 
a  special  brand  of  rabbis  with  special  training 
and  special  views.  As  a  business  proposition 
are  they  not  justified  in  being  angry  when  the 
Zionists,  without  money  or  influence  or  any 
right  whatsoever,  step  in  and  change  the  brand 
with  a  single  word?  After  spending  about  ten 
thousand  dollars  in  nine  years  for  making  a 
single  rabbi  (to  say  nothing  of  the  fact  that 
about  twelve  of  the  former  graduates  of  the 
•college  are  not  rabbis  at  all)  what  a  disap- 
ipointment!  N.  T.  I. 


NOTES 
The  Central  Conference  of  American  Rab- 
bis discussed  Zionism  at  its  summer  meeting. 
From  all  reports,  nobody  was  injured  in  the 
conflict.  Dr.  Heller  stated  his  position,  others 
followed  in  opposition,  and  it  finally  dwindled 
<iown  to  a  feeling  that  it  all  depends  upon  your 
definitions,  whether  reform  Judaism  and  Zion- 
ism are  incompatible.  If  it  is  Zionism  for  the 
other  fellow,  then  reform  Judaism  of  a  certain 
brand  may  sing  in  unison  with  it.  If  it  is 
Zionism  for  yourself,  then  reform  Judaism,  of 
another  brand,  is  not  compatible.  Therefore, 
■one  rabbi  pertinently  and  wisely  shelves  the 
entire  discussion  by  demanding  that  definitions 
be  provided.  Whatever  theories  may  be  ad- 
vanced to  prove  the  necessity  of  Zionism,  the 
declaration  of  the  Zionist  movement  stands, 
approved  by  every  Zionist  to  whatever  party 
he  may  belong.  Zionism  aims  at  securing  for 
the  Jewish  people  a  legally  guaranteed  publicly 
assured  home  in  Palestine.  If  reform  rabbis 
have  anything  to  say  against  that,  if  they  be- 
lieve reform  Judaism  incompatible  with  that 
object,  they  need  not  hide  themselves  behind 
the  plea  that  they  do  not  know  what  is  meant 
t)y  Zionism.  Are  there  any  reform  Jewish 
principles  against  the  realization  of  the  aims 
of  Jewish  nationalism? 

The  relative  position  of  the  rulers  of  Jewish 


destiny  in  America  have  not  altered  since 
our  last  notice  of  their  activities.  The  B'nai 
B'rith  and  the  Union  of  American  Hebrew 
congregations  line  up  on  one  side  of  the  fence, 
drape  their  historic  past  about  themselves, 
majestically,  and  glare  pacific  defiance  at  their 
young  rival,  the  American  Jewish  Committee, 
which  is  on  the  other  side  of  the  fence.  Since 
there  has  been  no  pogrom  in  the  past  five  or 
six  weeks,  and  Hilsner  cannot  be  extricated, 
and,  more  especially,  since  it  is  the  "good  old 
summer  time,"  the  solution  of  the  Jewish  ques- 
tion may  abide  with  us  a  little  while  longer. 
All  three  organizations  are  waiting  for  an 
emergency  call.  Probably  the  first  call  to  arms 
will  be  sounded  by  the  Liberal  Immigration 
.  League^  whose  activity  continues  and  whose 
officers  unerringly  scent  an  immigration  re- 
striction bill  in  the.  air. 


Dr.  Jacob  Voossanger  has  returned  from  a 
brief  visit  to  Palestine,  more  convinced  than 
ever  that  Palestine  is  of  no  value  to  the  Jews. 
He  declared  that  Zionists  are  all  for  talk, 
especially  in  America,  and  cites  the  German 
Templars  as  examples  of  what  can  be  done  in 
Palestine  by  the  use  of  intelligent  methods. 
The  query  is,  if  the  Templars  are  successful, 
why  not  also  the  Jews?  Dr.  Voorsanger*s  re- 
ply is,  the  Zionists  have  no  money.  Then  it 
reduces  itself  to  a  question  of  the  ability  of 
Zionists  to  raise  the  required  funds?  But  Dr. 
Voorsanger  does  not  follow  .out  the  line  of 
his  own  reasoning.  When  confronted  by  views 
in  opposition  to  his  own,  as  to  the  fertility  of 
Palestine,  he  tacks  and  takes  refuge  behind  the 
plea  that  Zionists  merely  talk.  What  is  there 
left  for  us  to  do,  but  to  go  ahead  with  our 
work,  relying  on  those  who  have  made  a  study 
of  Palestine  conditions,  rather  than  on  those 
prejudiced  authorities,  who  go  to  Palestine  to 
find  confirmation  for  their  own  dogmas,  and 
cle^/erly  get  it. 


The  Maccabaean  prints  "this  month  several 
articles  bearing  on  the  development  of  Pales- 
tine. This  may  seem  an  error,  from  the  point 
of  view  of  proportion,  but  we  hope  our  read- 
ers, the  Zionist  readers  especially,  will  use  this 
number  for  propaganda  purposes. 
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News  of  the  Movement 


NEW  YORK. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  Bnai  &  Bnoth  Zion 
Kadimah,  held  last  month,  the  following  offi- 
cers were  elected :  Philip  Margolin,  President ; 
Adolph  Nathanson,  Secretary;  Osias  Good- 
man, Treasurer;  Miss  Minnie  Weinstcin, 
Chairlady  of  National  Fund  Com.;  Samuel 
Kanner,  Chairman  of  Share  Club  Com.;  J. 
Boxer,  M.  Gelehter  and  J.  Switzgoll  as  the 
Board  of  the  Qub.  The  society  promises  to 
do  a  large  propaganda  for  this  term. 


PORTSMOUTH,  VA. 
The  American  Zionists  of  Portsmouth,  in 
conjunction  with  the  Bnai  Zion  Alliance,  held 
a  very  successful  mass  meeting  in  Portsmouth 
Sunday  evening,  June  23.  A  historical  sketch 
by  Mr.  A.  Gordon,  an  interesting  talk  on  the 
practical  work  in  Palestine  by  Mr.  L.  J.  Jaffe, 
and  an  address  on  the  real  and  ideal  phases  of 
the  movement  by  Miss  F.  Rosenthal,  consti- 
tuted the  program,  which  pleased  the  large  au- 
dience present  and  seemed  to  awaken  much 
enthusiasm  and  some  discussion  among  the 
assembly. 


WATERBURY,  CONN.. 
A  mass  meeting  was  held  on  Sunday,  June 
9,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Degel  Zion  Soci- 
ety. The  feature  of  the  evening  was  a  series 
of  stereopticon  pictures  of  the  Bezalel  School  in 
Palestine,  demonstrated  and  splendidly  ex- 
plained by  D.  Shub,  of  New  York.  A  collec- 
tion was  taken  up  for  th^  benefit  of  Bezalel. 
netting  $45.  The  pictures  have  made  a  strong 
impression.  The  Degal  Zion  recommends  them 
to  all  Zionist  societies  as  one  of  the  best  for 
propaganda  methods  among  the  Jews  of  the 
United  States. 


FEDERATION  RECEIPTS. 
FrrcHBURG,  Mass. 

Young  People's  Zion   Club 

Office    


Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Sons  and  Daughters  of  Zion 1.00 

CiNaNNATI,   O. 

Zionist  Council   50.00 

New  York. 
Zionist  Society,  Columbia  University  . .       .25 

Cash    25 

Office   $3.90 

Maccabaean  Publishing  Company 1 .00 

Office    3.75 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

N.    Prensky    6.00 

Bedford  Station,  N.  Y. 

Zionist   Society    1 .65 

Office    2.85 


$72.25 

NATIONAL   FUND   COLLECTIONS. 
Buffalo,  N.  Y. 

Sons  and  Daughters  of  Zion $  2.40 

Troy,  N.  Y. 

Chovevi  Zion 100.00 

Perth  Amboy,  N.  J. 

Chovevi    Zion    28.87 

Cleveland,  O. 
Zionist  Council,  from  N.  F.  Boxes....     2.00 

Collection  at  Baron  Brith  Millah 1.00 

Collection  at  Baron  Brith  Millah 1.00 

Austin,  Tex. 
Workers  of  Zion 16.85 


$152.12 

GOLDEN  BOOK  ENTRY. 
New  York. 
Dr.  Herzl  Zion  Club,  'Tlev.  H.  Masli- 

ansky" $50.00 

JEWISH  COLONIAL  TRUST  SHARES. 
Boston,  Mass. 

Geo.  N.  Herzel $5.00 

Baltimore,  Md. 

Daughters    of    Zion 25.00 

Cleveland,  O. 
Walter   L.   Wachsmann 5.00 


1.50 
.10 


$35.00 
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Report  of  Proceedings  of 
Tenth  Annual  Convention  of 
The  Federation  of  American  Zionists 


The  tenth  annual  Convention  of  the  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Zionists  was  held  at  Tan- 
nersville,  N.  Y.,  from  Sunday,  June  30  to 
Wednesday,  July  3.  Most  of  the  delegates 
arrived  on  the  Friday  preceding,  in  order  not 
to  travel  on  the  Sabbath.  In  numbers,  the 
delegates  were  somewhat  fewer  than  the  year 
l)efore,  but  they  were  not  inferior  in  earnest- 
ness or  in  ability.  The  abolition  of  the  rule 
permitting  proxies  to  be  chosen,  who  were 
not  directly  connected  with  the  societies  they 
represented,  had  cut  out  much  useless  timber 
and  left  a  compact  body  of  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  truly  representative  working 
delegates. 

The  Jewish  colony  that  inhabits  Tanners- 
ville  during  the  sunwner  had  not  yet  arrived, 
but  the  signs  of  their  occupancy  in  the  vil- 
lage lent  a  homelike  aspect  to  the  locality. 
Zionist  flags  fluttered  from  many  houses,  at 
well  as  from  the  hotel  where  the  majority 
of  the  delegates  stayed  and  where  the  sessions 
of  the  Convention  took  place.  The  encircling 
mountains  were  a  fit  setting  to  the  meeting 
place  of  men  and  women  whose  hopes  are 
fixed  on  Zion. 

On  Saturday  morning  Rabbi  Herschman, 
of  Syracuse,  preached  a  sermon  in  which  he 
appropriately  pictured  Israel's  uninterrupted 
life    through    the    centuries.     The    delegates 


spent  the  day  in  getting  acquainted  and  dis- 
cussing the  topics  which  were  to  come  up 
before  the  Convention.  A  group  of  students 
from  the  New  York  Theological  Seminary 
enlivened  the  sessions  in  the  dining-room 
with  their  songs,  and  this  they  continued  to 
do  all  through  the  Convention. 

The  business  of  the  Convention  was  begun 
at  10.30  on  Sunday  morning.  President  Fried- 
enwald  received  an  ovation  when  he  ascended 
the  platform  and  called  the  meeting  to  order. 
The  first  business  was  the  announcement  by 
the  president  of  the  following  committees: 
Floor  Committee:  Greenberg,  Brody,  L. 
Cohen,  Schwartz,  Gittelson.  Resolutions: 
Zolotkoff,  Max  Raisin,  Maltin,  Neusted,  and 
London.  Credoitials:  Abel,  Isaacs,  Solomon. 
Brodsky,  and  Chazan.  The  President  then 
read  his  address  to  the  Convention.  He  was 
interrupted  several  times  by  applause,  which 
became  especially  strong  when  he  denounced 
in  vigorous  terms  the  action  of  the  adminis- 
trators of  the  theological  seminary  that  had 
forced  the  resignation  of  three  professors  be- 
cause of  their  allegiance  to  Zionism. 

The  address  apears  in  full  in  Appendix  IL 

Mr.  Louis  Lipsky  acted  as  Secretary  in 
the  absence  of  Dr.  Magnes,  who  was  in  Pal- 
estine. 

Following  the  address,  a  letter  of  greetings 
from  Clarence  I.  de  Sola,  on  behalf  of  the 
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Canadian  Federation  of  Zionists  then  in  ses- 
sion at  Ottawa,  was  read.  A  motion  was 
adopted  to  reply  to  the  Canadian  Zionists  and 
^80  to  send  greetings  to  the  convention  of 
Austrian  Zionists 

A  letter  from  David  WolflFsohn,  Chairman 
-of  the  Lesser  Actions  Committee,  was  read. 
This  was  followed  by  letters  from  Mr.  Us- 
^schkin.  Max  Nordau,  and  Prof.  Warburg, 
Prof.  Warburg's  letter  was  accompanied  by 
-a  report  of  some  length,  which  will  be  found 
in  our  next  issue.  The  report  w&s  not  read  at 
this  session,  but  at  the  next. 

SiE  Appendix  I,  for  Letters  of  WolflFsohn, 
Nordau,  Ussischkin,  Warburg,  etc 

The  letters  of  Nordau  and  Ussischkin 
jeemed  to  sound  two  antagonistic  notes.  Mr. 
Ussischkin  insists  vigorously  on  immediate 
practical  work  in  colom'zing  Palestine.  He 
favors  the  founding  of  an  Agrarian  Bank  to 
assist  the  colonists  with  loans.  Nordau 
1>rings  out  prominently  the  need  of  keeping 
the  political  goal  steadily  in  view  and  of  not 
1)eing  lost  in  small  undertakings. 

Mr.  d«  Hass  moved,  on  the  conclusion  of 
ihe  reading  of  the  letters,  to  refer  them  to 
a  special  committee.  He  did  this,  he  said, 
because  of  the  importance  of  the  matters  dis- 
cussed by  the  writers  of  the  letters,  which,  in 
his  view,  should  be  carefully  gone  over  and 
reported  upon. 

The  motion  was  adopted  and  the  committee 
appointed.  The  committee  was  composed  of 
Schechter,  J.  Friedlander,  Gordon,  and  Jack- 
son. 

A  letter  from  Rabbi  Reiness  was  then  read, 
first  in  Hebrew  and  then  in  English.  Rabbi 
Reiness  also  favors  practical  work,  but  cau- 
tions against  losing  sight  of  the  political  idea. 
Telegrams  were  read  from  Rabbi  Max  Hel- 
ler, Mr.  E.  W.  Lewin-Epstein,  and  Mr.  A. 
Lubarsky. 

The  Secretary's  report  was  read  by  the 
Acting  Secretary,  Louis  Lipsky.  The  Zionist 
-movement  in  America  was  represented  to  be 
in  a  flourishing  condition.  There  are  more 
societies,  more  dues  are  paid,  more  money  is 
sent  to  Europe  than  ever  before.  The  tour 
of  Dr.  Schmaryahu  Lewin  was    described    as 


a  great  success.    See  Appendix  IL 

The  Treasurer's  report  was  not  read,  but 
copies  were  distributed  to  the  delegates.  See 
Appendix  IL 

The  Educational  Committee  submitted  a 
brief  report  No  work  had  been  done,  owing 
to  the  Chairman  not  understanding  his  duties. 
He  asked  to  be  relieved  of  his  duties. 

The  Committee  on  the  Colonial  Trust  Com- 
pany favored  the  opening  of  a  branch  in  New 
York.     See  Appendix  IL 

The  Chairman  of  The  Maccabaean  Com- 
mittee, Mr.  D.  H.  Lieberman,  was  absent  from 
the  Convention,  owing  to  a  death  in  his  fam- 
ily. The  reading  of  his  report  called  forth 
a  vigorous  discussion.  A  delegate  criticized 
The  Maccabaean  for  not  containing  oflficial 
reports  and  notices,  which  the  number  of  the 
magazine  on  sale  in  the  convention  hall  actu- 
ally did  contain.  Rabbi  Friedlander,  of 
Texas,  praised  The  Maccabaean  for  its 
marked  improvement,  especially  in  the  last 
few  months.  See  Appendix  II  for  Macca- 
baean Report. 

The  reading  of  reports  continued.  Mr. 
Lipsky  presented  the  report  of  the  English 
section  of  the  Publication  Committee,  and 
Mr.  Abel  the  report  of  the  Yiddish  section. 
Mr.  Lipsky  recommended  a  decrease  in  the 
publication  of  polemic  literature  and  an  in- 
crease in  the  publication  of  literature  of  a 
belletristic  and  historical  nature.  Mr.  Abel 
described  the  status  of  the  project  for  found- 
ing a  Yiddish  weekly.     See  Appendix  IL 

A  Committee  on  Reports  of  Oflficers  was 
appointed,  consisting  of  Bernard  Harris, 
Meyer,  Kauvar,  Tunkle,  and  Levenberg. 

This  closed  the  business  of  Sunday  fore- 
noon. 


The  Sunday  afternoon  session  was  opened 
with  a  eulogy  of  the  late  Dr.  L.  N.  Dem- 
bitz,  delivered  by  Nathan  T.  Isaacs,  of  Gn- 
cinnati.  Mr.  Isaacs  referred  to  Dr.  Dembitz 
as  a  type  of  Jew  now  grown  rare,  one  who 
had  been  an  adherent  of  Judaism  not  for 
professional  reasons  or  for  profit  He  had 
been  a  lawyer,  a  scholar,  and  a  Zionist  To 
him  Judaism  covered  all  of  life,  and  he  had 


Digitized  by 


Google 


64-65-66 


THE   MACCABAKAN. 


been  opposed  to  the  specialism  represented  by 
Reform  Judaism.  Judaism  was  broader  than 
religion  or  theology  in  the  Christian  sense. 
Mr.  Isaacs  said: 

Whenever  a  great  man  who  has  made  a 
deep  and  lasting  impression  on  his  time 
is  taken  from  our  midst,  it  is  natural  that 
those  who  have  worked  along  with  him  and 
sympathized  with  him  should  mourn  him 
most.  The  late  Dr.  Lewis  Naphtali  Dcm- 
bitz  was  a  man  of  many  sides.  As  an  at- 
torney with  a  national  reputation,  he  has 
been  lamented  by  his  legal  friends  and  ad- 
mirers. As  a  man  of  affairs,  he  has  been 
eulogized  by  the  public  press.  As  a  Jew- 
ish scholar,  he  has  been  accorded  a  fitting 
tribute  by  all  the  learned  Jewish  bodies  of 
the  land.  As  a  Zionist,  he  cannot  be  for- 
gotten by  the  Zionists.  Our  sense  of  be- 
reavement is  strong. 

To  us  he  was,  above  all,  the  Jew  who, 
while  thoroughly  absorbing  the  best  that  is 
in  American  life  and  contributing  something 
to  it,  never  lost  his  Jewish  patriotism.  In 
him  the  most  admirable  type  of  Jewish  sen- 
timent found  one  of  its  finest  expressions  in 
America,  for  he  was  interested  heart  and 
soul  in  Judaism  for  its  own  sake.  He  was 
the  Jewish  lay  scholar.  He  was  proud  of 
this  title,  and  justly  so,  for  in  an  age  when 
the  tendency  raging  about  the  ears  of  his 
contemporaries  was  toward  that  pernicious 
kind  of  specialization  in  Judaism  that  has 
almost  deprived  the  layman  of  his  Jewish- 
ness,  that  has  limited  the  concept  of  Juda- 
ism itself  to  a  theological  system  or  a  reli- 
ligion  in  the  restricted  (Christian)  sense, 
that  has  cramped  even  that  religion  into  a 
few  lyrical  formalities — while  this  tendency 
was  raging  most  fiercely,  he,  almost  alone 
among  his  associates,  stood  out  and  de- 
clared by  his  actions  that  Judaism  is  all 
of  life,  not  an  insignificant,  formal  part  of 
it.  And  now  that  this  wild  tendency  has 
exhausted  itself,  and  Jews  are  assembled  for 
the  specific  purpose  of  working  out  the  non- 
religious  elements  in  Judaism,  we  can  see 
that  Dr.  Dembitz,  the  conservative  Jew,  the 
Nationalist,  the  Zionist,  was  right.  He  was 
a  true  prophet  in  Israel;  and  though  we 
are  not  fortunate  enough  to  have  him  with 


us  still,  it  is  a  consolation  that  he  was 
spared  long  enough  to  communicate  that 
spirit  and  interpretation  of  Judaism  which 
was  all  but  universal  in  his  youth  to  the 
young  people  of  a  second  and  a  third  gen- 
eration. Young  people  admired  him.  They 
always  surrounded  him,  and  he  inspired 
them  as  few  Jews  of  this  day  have  been 
able  to  do.  It  is  a  consolation  that  Dr. 
Dembitz  was  spared  long  enough  to  realize 
that  his  work  bore  fruit,  that  the  impres- 
sion of  such  men  as  he  on  our  times  had 
not  been  lost,  and  this  is  a  blessing  granted 
to  but  few.  And  the  best  tribute  that  we 
can  pay  to  his  memory  is  to  let  his  example 
exert  its  full  influence  on  our  lives. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Isaac's  remarks^ 
Mr.  Frojnenson,  Chairman  of  the  Propaganda 
and  Organization  Committee,  read  his  report 
See  Appendix  II. 

The  report  of  the  Propaganda  and  Organ- 
ization Committee  occasioned  the  liveliest 
discussion  of  the  Convention.  The  burden  of 
criticism. was  that  the  report  was  no  report 
at  all,  and  that  the  Chairman  of  this  com- 
mittee might  as  well  have  followed  the  ex- 
ample of  the  other  chairmen,  who  had  said 
frankly,  nothing  had  been  done.  The  manage- 
ment of  Schmaryahu  Lewin's  tour  was  espe- 
cially the  object  of  attack.  Some  of  the  socie- 
ties had  lost  money  because  dates  had  not 
been  kept  on  that  tour.  The  managers  of  the 
tour  were  accused  of  truckling  to  men  in  po- 
sitions of  influence  or  possessed  of  wealth, 
while  ignoring  the  true  interests  of  the  cause. 
Dr.  H.  Epstein,  one  of  the  speakers,  said 
nothing  indeed  had  been  done,  but  the  fault 
lay  rather  in  the  lack  of  means  than  in  the 
mismanagement  of  the  conunittee.  A  press 
was  needed,  and  frequent  meetings  of  the 
committees  were  desirable.  The  committees 
should  work  together  and  not  in  isolation. 

Dr.  Wortsman  was  of  the  opinion  that  Mr 
Fromenson  was  being  made  a  scapegoat,  and 
that  the  real  fault  was  with  the  system.  By 
the  system,  he  meant  what  he  called  "Koved 
Zionismus"— Zionism  that  is  solicitous  about 
honoring  well-known  persons.  This  should 
cease  and  Zionism  should  become  more  demo- 
cratic. 
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Other  speakers  were  De  Haas,  Yohalan, 
Brodsky,  Kurshevsky,  Max  Raisin,  and  Block. 

Mr.  Brody,  the  last  speaker,  defended  the 
Chairman  of  the  committee.  In  his  opinion 
more  work  had  been  done  than  was  shown 
in  the  terse  report  that  had  been  read.  The 
framer  of  the  report  had,  he  thought,  omit- 
ted many  details  that  another  man  would  have 
included.  This  he  attributed  to  the  Chair- 
man's artistic  sense  and  his  desire  to  bring 
out  the  essential  points  only. 

Finally,  Mr.  Fromenson  replied.  He  had 
expected  just  such  an  onslaught  as  had  been 
made  upon  him.  He  had  intentionally  made 
his  report  brief  in  anticipation  of  having  to 
devote  considerable  time  to  its  defence.  The 
mistakes  of  the  Schmaryahu  Lewin  tour,  he 
said,  were  due  to  causeis  that  belonged  in 
the  "unwritten  history"  of  the  Federation, 
and  he  had  no  intention  to  bring  them  out 
into  the  light  of  day.  The  failure  of  the  com- 
mittee to  accomplish  more  was  due,  he  hinted, 
to  certain  private  circumstances  of  the  Chair- 
man's which  were  not  the  Convention's  busi- 
ness. He  had  not  resigned,  because  he 
thought  it  was  his  due  to  be  publicly  iden- 
tified with  Zionism  at  a  time  when  he  was 
making  some  personal  sacrifice  to  the  cause. 
In  answer  to  Dr.  Wortsman's  allusions  to  a 
defective  system,  he  said  that  that  critic  was 
not  qualified  to  judge  because  of  the  short 
time  of  his  residence  in  this  country.  The 
committee  could  not  do  the  things  required 
of  it  unless  it  was  supplied  with  the  means. 

This  closed  the  discussion  on  the  report  of 
the  Propaganda  and  Organization  Commit- 
tee. 

The  session  concluded  with  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  committee  to  confer  with  the 
Knights  of  Zion,  and  a  committee  on  elec- 
tion. The  committee  on  the  Knights  of  Zion 
matter  consisted  of  Abel,  de  Haas,  and  Lip- 
sky.  No  report  was  brought  in  by  this  com- 
mittee. It  decided  to  refer  the  subject  to  the 
Executive  Committee. 

The  Committee  on  Elections  was  composed 
of  Avner,  Chazan,  Schapinsky,  Coffee,  and 
Singer. 

In  the  evening  a  mass  meeting  was  held 
for  the  purpose  of  agitating  the  subject  of  a 


Yiddish  weekly.  The  meeting  was  addressed 
by  Rev.  M.  Masliansky,  Leon  ZolotkoflF,  and 
Elias  Margolis.    About  $600  was  collected. 


MONDAY'S  SESSION. 

The  first  business  Monday  morning  was 
the  reading  of  telegrams  and  ktters,  after 
which  Prof.  Warburg's  report,  already  re- 
ferred to,  was  read.  A  motion  was  adopted 
to  publish  it  in  pamphlet  form. 

A  letter  from  Dr.  Leon  Kohan,  of  Jaffa, 
was  read.  The  letter  was  received  with  ap- 
plause. 

Dr.  Friedlander  then  read  the  report  of 
his  committee  on  the  letters  of  Nordau  and 
Ussischkin.  The  report  quoted  with  approval 
the  tasks  confronting  Zionism,  numbered  1 
to  4  in  Ussischkin's  letter,  with  the  recom- 
mendation also  not  to  lose  sight  of  the  politi- 
cal goal. 

Mr.  de  Haas,  who  had  moved  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  committee,  moved  to  amend  the 
report  by  giving  more  prominence  to  the 
political  idea.  Mr.  de  Haas  made  an  impas- 
sioned speech,  in  which  he  attacked  the  ten- 
dency of  the  Zionist  movement  to  occupy  it- 
self with  "little  things."  He  believed  it  was 
a  defection  from  the  large  policy  inaugurated 
by  the  lamented  Herzl.  He  resented  the  dic- 
tatorial tone  of  Mr.  Ussischkin's  letter.  He 
belonged  to  the  "Old  Guard"  of  Zionism,  and, 
although  he  knew  he  was  with  a  small  minor- 
ity, he  protested  against  the  lapsing  of  the 
movement  back  to  the  petty  tactics  from  which 
Herzl  had  lifted  the  old  Chovevi  Zionists 
with  their  futile  aspirations. 

Those  who  took  part  in  the  discussion  were 
all  opposed  to  Mr.  de  Haas's  views.  Mr. 
Zolotkoff  was  in  favor  of  practical  work. 
Mr.  M.  Goodman  made  a  strong  and  effective 
speech  in  Yiddish.  He  saw  no  contradiction 
between  practical  work  and  political  work. 
Mr.  Cohn  said  that  political  action  would  be 
impossible  if  there  were  not  a  large  Jewish 
population  on  hand  in  Palestine.  He  was, 
however,  opposed  to  the  proposition  of  an 
Agrarian  Bank.  Mr.  Maltin  spoke  vigorously 
in  Yiddish. 

At  this  point  Mr.  Levontin's  letter,  which 
gives    cogent    reasons    against   the    establish- 
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mcnt  of  an  Agrarian  Bank,  was  read.  Stt 
Appendix  I, 

Speeches  were  made  by  Mr.  Isaacs,  Mr. 
Fromenson,  and  Dr.  Wortsmann,  all  in  ixwot 
of  immediate  practical  work.  Mr.  Abel  saw 
no  opposition  between  the  two  policies.  Prac- 
tical work,  in  bk  opinion,  was  political. 

Mr.  Lipsky  offered  an  amendment  to  insert 
in  the  report,  "That  by  industrial  and  agri- 
cuhural  work  is  meant  work  in  Palestine  by 
individuals  and  societies  inspired  by  Zionistic 
propaganda  and  the  Zionist  organization,  but 
not  directly  carried  on  by  the  Actions  Com- 
mittee or  with  its  general  funds." 

The  amendment  caused  much  excitement. 
Several  delegates  thought  it  in  effect  a  rever- 
sal of  the  meaning  of  the  report.  There  were 
speeches  by  Schechter,  Jackson,  Gordon,  and 
J.  Friedlander.  Prof.  Schechter,  who  was  a 
member  of  the  committee,  said  the  report  was 
a  compromise,  and,  although  he  had  been  op- 
posed to  some  points  in  it,  he  had  signed  it 
because  he  believed  it  was  the  most  practica- 
ble under  the  circumstances.  He  thought  it 
was  time  to  leave  off  making  big  phrases. 
He  thought  the  old  way  of  praying  for  a 
return  to  Zion  was  better  than  the  vague  talk 
so  often  heard.  Praying  was,  in  its  way, 
something  practical.     "Do  something!" 

Mr.  Abel  offered  an  amendment  which  was 
practically  to  the  same  effect  as  Mr.  Lipsky's. 
Mr.  Tierkel  also  offered  an  amendment. 

The  vote  resulted  in  the  defeat  of  Mr.  Lip- 
sky's  amendment  and  the  adoption  of  Mr. 
Abel's  and  Mr.  Tierkel's.  The  first,  second 
and  fourth  propositions  of  the  report  were 
adopted.  The  third  was  withdrawn.  The 
committee  was  instructed  to  re-draft  its  report 
and  incorporate  therein  the  amendments  that 
had  been  adopted.  The  report  was  finally 
brought  in  again  Tuesday  afternoon.  A  mo- 
tion was  then  made  by  Mr.  Lipsky  to  omit 
all  but  the  propositions  that  had  been  voted 
on.  The  motion  was  defeated.  It  was 
moved  and  adopted  to  transmit  the  report  to 
the  American  delegates  to  the  Eighth  Con- 
gress. The  report,  as  amended  and  adopted, 
follows : 

Your  Committee  appointed  to  consider 
the  correspondence  from  Dr.  Max  Nordau, 


Herr   Ussischkin,  and   others,  b^^   leave   to 
report  as  follows: 

We  have  cBrefiilly  delfterated  on  the 
propositions  contained  in  the  above  letters, 
representing  the  two  different  lines  of  pol- 
icy which  for  a  period  of  two  years,  dating^ 
from  the  last  Basle  Congress,  has  divided 
the  Zionist  body;  and  we  advise  this  Con- 
vention to  give  its  approval  to  recommenda- 
tions contained  in  the  following  paragraph 
of  Herr  Ussischkin's  letter: 

I.  The  facilitating  and  quickening  of  the 
transfer  of  Palestinian  soil,  with  all  the 
means  and  through  the  organizations  at  our 
command,  with  the  National  Fund  at  their 
head.  To  this  end,  we  favor  the  establish- 
ment of  an  agrarian  bank,  which  shall  exist 
for  the  purpose  of  helping  Jewish  farmer* 
to  purchase,  acquire  and  develop  land. 

II.  The  development  of  trade  and  indus- 
try in  Palestine  and  Syria,  and  the  steady 
attraction  of  private  Jewish  capital  for  these 
purposes  under  the  guidance  of  the  Jewish 
Colonial  Trust  and  the  Anglo- Palestine 
Bank. 

III.  The  obtaining  of  concessions  from 
the  Turkish  Government  advantageous  to 
the  objects  of  our  cause. 

IV.  The  cultural  elevation  of  the  Jews  in 
Palestine. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  support  to  be 
drawn  from  the  Zionist  institutions  for  the 
development  of  Palestine  shall  be  of  a  na-  . 
tare  *Jiat  will  not  cripple  them  from  serving 
the  higher  purposes  originally  assigned  to 
them. 

We  look  upon  the  adoption  of  this  pro- 
gram and  its  energetic  pursuit,  not  as  a 
supersession  of  the  original  plan  by  which 
our  object  was  sought  to  be  attained,  but 
as  a  different  and  perhaps  more  practical 
method  for  gaining  it.  The  situation  de- 
mands a  compromise,  a  compromise  which 
shall  embody  the  main  features  of  both  the 
political  and  practical  work  ideas,  fusing 
and  re-shaping  them  into  a  more  plastic  and 
feasible  form.  This  policy  has  been  aptly 
called  the  "tunnel"  policy,  the  policy  which 
seeks  the  achievement  of  our  objects  by 
prosecuting  work  at  both  ends  of  the  moun- 
tain.    In  admitting  the  claims  of  practical 
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work  in  Palestine  to  full  recognition  in  the 
Zionist  propaganda,  your  Committee  is  but 
emphasizing  the  need  of  continuing  the 
strenuous  political  work  which  formed  the 
keystone  of  Dr.  Herzl's  activity,  and  gave 
to  the  Zionist  movement  its  high  place 
among  the  great  political  questions  of  the 
day.  In  harmony  with  this  recommenda- 
tion, we  advise  the  Convention  to  place 
again  on  record,  in  the  most  solemn  form 
possible,  its  undying  allegiance  to  the  princi- 
ple established  in  past  Cong^resses,  viz.:  that 
the  culmination  of  the  Zionist  movement 
will  only  be  reached  when  an  independent 
state  will  be  established  on  the  ancient 
soil  of  the  Jewish  people,  and  that  the  idea 
must  ever  remain  the  central  pivot  around 
which  all  the  forces,  organizations  and  ac- 
tivities of  our  movement  must,  under  all 
circumstances,  always  revolve. 

S.   SCHECHTER, 

Jos.  Friedlander, 
Dr.  B.  L.  Gordon, 
Henry  Jackson, 

Committee. 


Monday  afternoon  was  devoted  to  the  con- 
sideration of  resolutions  relating  to  the 
National  Fund. 

The  first  resolution  submitted  by  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  was  amended  by  Mr.  de  Haas, 
and  passed  as  amended.  In  its  final  form 
it  read  as  follows: 

"That  until  the  following  Congress  the 
National  Fund  shall  not  be  used  for  the  pur- 
chase of  land  in  Palestine,  but  that  the  monies 
may  be  deposited  with  the  Anglo- Palestine 
Company,  which  shall  furnish  a  sufficient 
guarantee  that  the  money  will  be  returned  to 
the  National  Fund  on  time  demand;  and  that 
^  the  Anglo-Palestine  Company  shall,  when 
expedient,  found  an  Agrarian  branch." 

The  second  resolution,  that  400  votes  be 
required  to  elect  a  delegate  to  the  Congress 
and  that  votes  of  Shekel-payers  by  mail  be 
considered  valid,  was  rejected. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  the  South- 
eastern Council  of  Zionists,  that  the  Federa- 
tion encourage  the  immigration  of  young  men 
to  Palestine,  etc,  was  tabled. 

The  fifth  resolution  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee was  amended  and  passed.     It  recom- 


mends that  all  Zionists  be  requested  to  en- 
courage the  use  of  National  Fund  stamps  by 
the  business  men  of  their  cities  on  their  cor- 
respondence, checks,  etc 

A  resolution  was  introduced  by  Dr.  Epstein 
that  a  rebate  of  5  per  cent  on  collections  for 
the  National  Fund  be  requested  for  the  use 
of  collectors.  Dr.  Epstein  believed  that  some 
such  provision  was  necessary  to  pay  expenses 
of  collection  and  propaganda,  and  he  thought 
the  organization  would  be  much  the  gainer  by 
it    The  resolution  was  passed. 


The  banquet  was  held  Monday  evening  in 
the  dining  room  of  the  Fairmount  Hotel. 
President  Friedenwald  was  toastmaster,  and 
the  speakers  were  ZolotkoflF,  Raisin,  Kauvar, 
Bromberg,  Winthrop,  Malter,  Alexander,  and 
Fromenson.  Mr.  ZolotkoflF  was  especially 
witty.  His  story  of  how  the  assimilationistic 
Jew  began  his  progressive  march  by  abolishing 
chalent  from  his  table,  how  he  advanced  to 
oysters  and  finally  arrived  at  pork-and-beans, 
only  to  discover  that  he  had  got  back  to 
chalent,  deserves  to  be  preserved  as  a  classic 
parable.  The  banquet  was  honored  by  the 
presence  of  two  State  Senators,  Mr.  E.  J. 
Bromberg,  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature, 
and  Mr.  Moses  J.  Winthrop,  of  Minnesota. 
Both  showed  themselves  to  be  very  ardent 
Jewish  patriots,  as  well  as  good  American 
citizens.  Prof.  Malter  was  referred  to  by  the 
President  as  a  modest  hero,  one  of  the  three 
who  had  chosen  to  give  up  permanent  situa- 
tions in  order  to  be  true  to  their  principles^ 
Prof.  Malter  was  greeted  with  enthusiastic 
applause.  He  referred  briefly  to  the  disagree- 
able condition  of  aflFairs  at  Cincinnati.  He 
was  glad  he  was  out  of  it  He  believed  that 
a  professor  was  one  who  professed  (an  the 
derivation  of  the  word  from  the  Latin 
"profiteer"  indicated).  Cincinnati  was  not 
the  place  for  a  true  professoi^  Rabbi  Kau- 
var and  Rabbi  Max  Raisin  spoke  for  the  con- 
servative and  reform  wings,  respectively. 
Mr.  Alexander,  of  Cape  Town,  made  a  felici- 
tous speech.  He  reported  Zionism  in  a 
flourishing  condition  in  South  Africa.  He 
praised  the  ability  of  the  leaders  of  the  move- 
ment in  America.  Mr.  Fromenson  was  the 
last  speaker.     He  presented  the  needs  of  the 
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organization  in  his  usual  forcible  manner.  At 
the  conclusion  of  his  appeal  about  $700  was 
contributed. 

The  proceedings  throughout  the  evening 
were  enlivened  by  cheers  for  favorite  leaders 
from  groups  at  different  tables,  and  the 
songs  of  the  students  and  their  friends  con- 
tinued far  into  the  night. 


TUESDAY'S  SESSION. 

The  business  on  Tuesday  morning  was  pre- 
ceded by  an  address  on  Theodore  Herzl,  de- 
livered by  Prof.  Israel  Friedlander. 

The  following  resolutions,  formulated  at 
a  conference  participated  in  by  Dr.  H.  Fried- 
enwald,  Dr.  C.  Wortsman,  L.  Lipsky,  S.  Abel, 
M.  Brodsky,  T.  Maltin,  and  A.  H.  Fromenson, 
were  presented.  The  first  section,  provfding 
for  a  reorganization  of  the  committees,  was 
the  -iubject  of  prolonged  discussion,  in  which 
Dr.  Epstein  took  the  leading  part.  The  vote 
on  the  resolutions  was  so  close,  37  to  34  in 
favor,  that  the  President  decided  to  adjourn 
the  session  and  take  another  vote  in  the  after- 
noon. The  resolutions  were  adopted  in  the 
afternoon  by  vote  of  41  to  34. 
I. 

In  addition  to  the  Chairmen  of  Committees, 
there  shall  be  elected  by  the  Convention  not 
less  than  three  members  of  each  sub-commit- 
tee who,  together  with  the  Chairman,  shall  bear 
the  responsibility  of  its  work,  and  that  a  ma- 
jority of  such  members  shall  reside  in  New 
York. 

II. 

The  members  of  every  committee  shall  have 
the  right  to  request  the  Executive  Committee 
to  remove  the  Chairman  and  elect  another  in 
his  place,  should  the  Chairman  prove  to  be 
negligent  in  the  performance  of  his  duties. 
III. 

Every  committee  shall  have  the  right  to  co- 
opt  additional  members,  subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  Executive  Committee. 
IV. 

All  of  the  members  of  a  sub-committee  are 

to  be  invited  to  attend  such  meetings  of  the 

Executive  Committee  at  which  the  functions  of 

the   said   committee  are   discussed,   and   shall 

have  the  right  to  vote  on  that  question. 


V. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall  appoint  an 
assistant  secretary,  or  clerk,  for  Yiddish  cor- 
respondence, who  shall  also  assist  in  the  gen- 
eral office  work. 

VI. 

The  Executive  Committee  shall,  as  soon  as 
possible,  engage  the  services  of  a  capable  Yid- 
dish organizer,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  travel 
about  the  country  in  the  interests  of  Zionism. 

Rabbi  Friedlan^er's  report  came  up  again 
in  the  afternoon,  amended  and  somewhat 
changed  in  wording.  It  was  adopted,  as  al- 
ready stated. 

A  motion  was  adopted  that  societies  be  re- 
quested to  send  money  intended  for  the  Na- 
tional Fund,  Jewish  Trust,  etc.,  through  the 
Federation. 

A  resolution  to  distribute  boxes  for  collec 
tions  for  the  National  Fund  was  referred  to 
the  incoming  Executive  Committee. 

A  motion  was  adopted  to  print  and  dis- 
tribute revised  copies  of  the  Constitution  in 
English  and  Yiddish. 

The  matter  of  founding  a  Yiddish  paper 
was  brought  up.  Mr.  Abel  handed  in  a  reso- 
lution that  a  stock  company  be  authorized, 
which  shall  issue  shares  to  the  amount  of 
$15,000  at  $5  per  share,  51  per  cent,  of  the 
stock  to  be  controlled  by  tlie  Federation,  and 
publication  to  begin  as  soon  as  $5,000  of  stock 
shall  have  been  subscribed  for,  the  paper  to 
be  managed  by  the  Yiddish  Publication  Com- 
mittee.    The  resolution  was  passed. 

A  resolution  requesting  each  society  to  take 
5  shares  of  the  stock  within  five  months,  all 
sums  so  far  donated  for  the  purpose  entitling 
the  contributors  to  an  equivalent  amount  of 
stock,  was  passed. 

A  motion  ^as  made  to  print  the  Shekels 
in  Hebrew.  The  motion  was  amended  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Executive  Committe,  with  the 
recommendation  to  print  the  Shekels  both  in 
Hebrew  and  English. 

A  resolution  was  presented,  signed  by  a 
number  of  delegates,  that  the  Federation  pub- 
lish the  book  "Derashat  Ziyyon,'  'by  Hirsch 
Kalischer,  in  Hebrew  and  distribute  the  same 
at  a  reasonable  price.  The  cost  of  publica- 
tion was  estimated  at  $200,  and  it  was  thought 
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the  book  should  be  sold  at  25  cents  a  copy. 
Dr.  Schechter  offered  to  contribute  $25,  Mr. 
Louis  Friedman,  of  New  York,  an  equal 
amount,  and  Mr.  Jackson  also  $10.  The  reso- 
lution was  amended  by  inserting,  "Provided 
the  necessary  funds  are  contributed."  It  was 
passed  as  amended  and  Dr.  Schechter  was 
appointed  a  special  committee  to  take  charge 
of  the  contributions. 

A  motion  was  passed  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  Actions  Committee  to  the  need  of  a 
book  giving  succinct  and  reliable  information 
about    Palestine. 

A  resolution,  signed  by  a  number  of  dele- 
gates, was  presented  "Thai  the  delegates  be- 
fore adjourning  be  given  the  opportunity  of 
expressing  their  wishes  as  to  the  place  of 
holding  the  next  Convention.  The  names 
of  such  places  shall  be  given  preference  by 
the  Executive  Committee  in  choosing.  The 
choice  must  be  made  by  February  1  of  the 
year  of  the  Convention."  The  resolution  was 
passed. 

A  resolution  appointing  the  fifteenth  day  of 
Shebat  for  the  collection  of  money  for  Olive 
Tree  Plantations  in  Palestine  was  passed. 

The  resolution  submitted  by  the  Zionist 
organization  Hatechija  of  New  York,  that 
all  honorary  offices  of  the  Federation  be  abol- 
ished, was  rejected. 

A  motion  was  passed  that  the  nominations 
for  Honorary  Vice-Presidents  be  brought  in 
by  the  Elections  Committee,  and  that  there 
be  no  nominations  from  the  floor. 

A  resolution  was  passed  that  a  paid  Yiddish 
Secretary  be  appointed. 

A  resolution  was  passed  that  an  Agitator 
be  engaged. 

A  resolution  that  the  Federation  publish 
in  The  Maccabaean,  or  in  some  other  form, 
a  list  of  all  Shekel  payers,  was  referred  to 
the  Executive  Committee. 

A  motion  to  raise  the  dues  of  members 
of  the  societies  to  50  cents  was  introduced. 

Rabbi  Ginsburg,  of  Rochester,  spoke  agianst 
the  motion.  He  thought  it  was  difficult  in 
towns  outside  of  New  York  to  collect  the 
present  dues.  Others  thought  it  would  be 
better  to  wait  until  the  Yiddish  Secretary 
and   the   Agitator   had   been   at   work   some 


time.  An  amendment,  presented  by  Rabbi 
Friedlander,  was  adopted  deferring  action  un- 
til the  next  Convention  and  recommending 
that  in  the  meanwhile  the  subject  be  brought 
to  the  attention  of  the  societies: 

The   following  resolution  was  adopted: 

Whereas,  after  ten  years  of  Zionist  work,  we 
recognize  that  the  chief  need  of  our  movement 
in  America  is  a  vigorous  campaign  of  Jewish 
education ; 

It  is  the  sense  of  this  Convention  that  the 
Education  Committee  of  the  Federation  estab- 
lish sub-committees  throughout  the  country 
where  there  are  no  such  committees,  or  corre- 
spond with  those  already  established,  and  ac- 
tively co-operate  with  them  to  carry  out  the 
following  educational  program:  To  establish 
centres  for  teaching  of  Hebrew  according  to 
modern  methods;  to  establish  Zionist  centres 
for  the  discussion  of  Jewish  problems;  to  in- 
fluence Talmud-Torahs,  Congregations,  and 
Jewish  organizations  generally  along  Zionist 
lines;  to  organize  junior  societies;  and  that 
all  other  suggestions  made  by  Dr.  Magnes  in 
connection  with  education  work  be  carried  out. 

A  mass  meeting  was  held  Tuesday  evening. 
Messages  were  read  from  Dr.  J.  L.  Magnes 
and  Dr.  Shmaryahu  Lewin,  at  Jaffa.  Ad- 
dresses were  made  by  Rabbi  Lasker,  of  Troy, 
Mr.  Jackson,  Prof.  Schechter,  H.  Masliansky, 
Rabbi  Rudolf  Coffee  and  Mr.  Fromenson.  Dr. 
Friedenwald  presided.  A  letter  was  read  from 
Prof.  Shatz,  of  the  Bezalel  School,  and  greet- 
ings from  the  Rabbinical  Conference. 

The  most  significant  remarks  of  the  evening 
were  Prof.  Schechter's,  that  if  Zionists  in 
America  have  anything  to  fear  it  is  from  them- 
selves,  not  from  outsiders;  that  the  discussion 
of  the  relations  between  capital  and  labor 
should  not  now  be  transferred  to  Palestine, 
and  that  it  is  impossible  to  separate  Zionism 
from  Judaism.  The  addresses  of  the  other 
speakers  were  also  excellent. 


WEDNESDAY'S  SESSION.  ' 

Several  delegates  spoke  of  the  advantages  of 

various  places  for  the  next  convention  of  the 

Federation.     Niagara  Falls  and  Atlantic  City 

were  mentioned. 

It  was  resolved  that  a  convention  committee 
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be  appointed  by  the  Executive  Committee, 
which  shall  begin  negotiations  as  soon  ^s  pos- 
sible for  the  meeting  place  of  the  next  conven- 
tion. 

It  was  resolved  that  the  district  deputies  be 
made  members  of  the  committees  on  Educa- 
tion and  Propaganda. 

The  Elections  Committee  then  reported.  The 
name  of  Mr.  de  Haas  as  member  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  was  withdrawn  by  Meyers,  of 
Boston,  who  declared  that  he  was  authorized 
by  Mr.  de  Haas  not  to  permit  his  name  to  be 
placed  on  the  nominatin/p;  list. 

The  following  officers   were  elected: 
President  :      Dr.    -  Harry      Friedenwald 

(Baltimore). 
Vice-President:     E.     W.    Lewin-Epstein 

(New  York). 
Treasurer:    Henry  Jackson   (Pittsburg). 
Secretary:     Dr.    J.    L.     Magnes     (New 
York). 

American  Members  of  the  Larger  Ac- 
tions Committee:  Dr.  Harry  Friedenwald, 
E.  W.  Lewin-Epstein,  Prof.  Richard  Gottheil, 
Dr.  J.  L.  Magnes,  and  Louis  Lipsky. 

Honorary  Vice-Presidents:  Dr.  B.  Felsen- 
thal,  Dr.  S.  Shaffer,  Dr.  S.  Schechter,  Miss 
Henrietta  Szold,  Dr.  Max  Heller,  Rev.  J.  Fried- 
lander,  Dr.  Richard  Gottheil,  George  Tunkle, 
Rev.  H.  Masliansky,  Rabbi  A.  M.  Ashinsky. 

Members  of  the  Executive  Committee: 
Leon  Zolotkoff,  Dr.  A.  M.  Radin,  Dr.  Max 
Schloessinger,  Dr.  H.  Epstein,  Elias  Margolis, 
Prof.  Israel  Friedlaender,  Louis  Livingstone, 
M.  Goodman  of  New  York,  Dr.  B.  L.  (Gor- 
don of  Philadelphia,  I.  Kahanowitz  of  Greens- 
burg,  Pa.,  Dr.  B.  Levenberg  of  Cleveland, 
Nathan  T.  Isaacs  of  Cincinnati,  H.  Newsted 
of  Stamford,  Conn.,  Fried  of  Texas. 
Chairmen  of  Departments  and  Sub-(^m- 
teemen  : 

Palestine  Committee:  E.  W.  Lewin-Epstein, 
Chairman;  Henry  Jackson,  Herman  Harris, 
Dr.  I.  J.  Bluestone,  L.  Coleman,  Bernard  Har- 
ris, L.  Livingstone,  Dr.  S.  Berg,  Louis  S. 
Levi. 

Jp^vish  Colonial  T^-u^t  Committee:  Nathan 


Prensky,  Chairman;  I.  Mirsky,  E.  Abramson, 
Solomon  Sobel. 

Maccabaean  Committee:  D.  H.  Lieberman, 
Chairman;  Sylvan  Robson,  Mendel  Frankel, 
Nathan  T.  Isaacs. 

Education  Committee:  Dr.  Henry  Maltcr, 
Chairman;  Elias  Solomon,  A.  Hershman,  J. 
Ish-Kishor,  and  Sasoffsky  of  San  Antonio. 

Nlntional  Fund  Committee:  A.  Lubarskyj 
Chairman;  D.  Tannenbaum,  Paul  Gordon,  S. 
Shapinsky,  Elias  Margolis,  I.  M.  Rosenthal, 
H.  Fram,  H.  Krueger,  Dr.  B.  Levenberg. 

Propaganda  and  Organisation  Committee: 
A.  H.  Fromenson,  Chairman;  S.  P.  Abelow, 
Chazan,  Ish-Kishor,  Brody,  Avner,  J.  Jasin, 
Lisan  (Philadelphia),  J.  Massel. 

Publication  Committee:  Louis  Lipsky, 
Chairman;  B.  G.  Richards,  L.  Cohn,  Her- 
man Bernstein,  Max  Raisin. 

Yiddish  Publication  Committee:  S.  Abel, 
Chairman;  Dr.  H.  Epstein,  Maltin,  Brodsky, 
Dr.  Charles  Wortsmann,  D.  H.  Tierkel. 


Before  final  adjournment,  speeches  were 
made  by  Dr.  Wortsman,  Mr.  M.  Goodman,  of 
New  York,  and  Rabbi  Goodman,  of  Jersey 
City.  The  speakers  were  frankly  critical  of 
the  Convention  about  to  close.  Dr.  Wortsman 
has  attended  many  conventions  and  congresses 
in  Europe.  He  drew  comparisons  not  flatter- 
ing to  the  American  Convention.  Rabbi  Good- 
man thought  the  bonds  between  Zionism  and 
Judaism  should  be  knit  closer.  Mr.  M.  Good- 
man said,  he  had  come  expecting  to  be  disap- 
pointed, but  he  had  not  been  disappointed  as 
much  as  he  had  expected  to  be.  Mr.  M.  (Good- 
man is  a  particularly  incisive  Yiddish  speaker. 
All  three  men  were  hopeful  for  the  future. 

Dr.  Friedenwald  closed  the  Convention.  He 
said  that  the  conduct  of  the  delegates,  their 
enthusiasm  as  well  as  their  sense  of  the  im- 
portance of  the  work  of  the  Convention,  their 
calm  and  sensible  deliberations,  had  made  the 
task  of  the  presiding  officer  a  pleasant  one. 
He  predicted  a  better  year's  work  next  year,  if 
the  delegates  continued  in  their  good  work,  and 
held  up  the  hands  of  the  Federation. 
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APPENDIX    L 


LETTER  FROM  IVOLFFSOHN. 
To  THE  Zionist  Convention  of  America  : 

Our  Zion's  greeting  to  the  brothers  in 
America !  Wc  view  your  work  with  pride  and 
satisfaction.  It  affords  us  real  pleasure  to  be 
able  to  acknowledge  what  progress  has  been 
made  by  your  praiseworthy  zeal^  especially  dur- 
ing the  last  few  years,  thanks  to  your  capable 
new  forces.  It  is  inspiring  to  know  that  there 
in  your  young,  aspiring  American  New  Land, 
an  "Altneuland"  organization  has  been  built 
up,  which  in  conjunction  with  our  world-or- 
ganization satisfactorily  performs  its  duties. 
And  what  are  these  duties? 

The  gathering  of  all  Jews  for  the  purpose  of 
creating  a  great  unity  in  the  land  of  our  fa- 
thers, the  founding  of  institutions  that  may 
gather  strength  and  means  for  this  purpose, 
the  obtaining  of  guarantees  in  order  to  have 
sure  backing  for  the  success  of  the  work.  This 
ultimate  solution  of  the  pain-fraught  Jewish 
question  is  a  goal  for  the  attainment  of  which 
every  Jew  is  in  duty  bound  to  co-operate. 
Every  Jew  should,  in  the  locality  where  he 
lives,  rally  his  fellow  Jews  for  this  common  la- 
bor. Every  Jew  should  pay  his  shekel.  Every 
Jew  should,  by  the  earnestness  and  dignity  of 
his  conduct,  win  sympathy  and  co-operation  for 
our  common  cause.  Every  Jew  should,  in  his 
home  and  in  the  public  school,  work  for  Jewish 
nationalistic  education;  for  thus  shall  we  ap- 
proach the  goal  of  emancipation  and  the  secure 
establishment  of  our  race. 

Ten  ye'Ts  have  you  bravely  worked  along 
with  us.  Out  of  the  past  we  derive  courage 
for  the  future.  The  diaspora  sighs  under  the 
direst  burdens.  The  great  centers  of  the 
Jewish  masses  in  Russia,  Galida,  and  Rou- 
mania,  heavily  driven  by  the  most  horrible  per- 
secutions, flung  hither  and  thither  by  the  ed- 
dies of  political  conflict,  are  unfortunately  con- 
siderably weakened  in  their  capacity  to  render 
service.  And  therefore  is  the  duty  of  our 
brothers  in  the  free  countries  so  much  the 
greater,  and  on  your  well-kept  organization  wc 
base  the  greatest  expectations.    You  know  the 


state  of  our  movement  Much  of  a  preptra- 
tory  nature  has  been  achieved ;  much  is  in  pro- 
cess of  becoming.  But  the  way  is  yet  far,  that 
leads  us  to  Zion,  the  labor,  yet  to  be  done  by 
all  of  us,  gigantic.  We  hope  that  each  one  of 
you  will  not  only  do  his  duty  but  will  ever  do 
more  and  more.  For  that  which  we  wish  to 
create,  can  be  created  only  by  the  active  as- 
sistance of  all  our  brothers.  Our  ability  de- 
pends upon  the  collective  willingness.  And  to 
this,  your  good  will  and  achieving  ability,  we 
hereby  appeal  in  the  interest  of  our  work. 

With  the  heartiest  Zion*s  greeting  for  the 
work  of  your  conference, 

David  Wolffsohn. 


FROM  MAX  NORDAU. 
To  The  Federation  of  American  Zionists: 

I  beg  to  send  my  cordial  greetings  to  th-; 
forthcoming  Tenth  Annual  Convention  of  the 
Federation  of  American  Zionists.  I  know  our 
Magen  David  Banner  is  in  good  hands  with 
them. 

A  few  weeks  only  separate  us  from  the 
Eighth  Zionists'  Congress.  It  would  be  pre 
siunptuous  on  my  part  to  step  forth  now  with 
a  formal  program  on  my  own  individual  be- 
half. I  must  leave  it  to  the  authorized  body 
of  our  general  representatives  to  work  out  the 
new  Zionistic  platform.  All  I  should  now  care 
to  do  is  to  express  a  hope  that  this  platform 
will  contain  the  following  planks: 

1.  No  petty  colonization  in  Palestine  at  the 
expense  of  the  Zionistic  financial  institutions, 
but  preparatory  work  in  the  Holy  Land  in  or> 
der  to  open  it  up  to  spontaneous  Jewish  immi- 
gration on  a  larger  scale,  this  work  consisting 
principally  in  the  study  of  the  agricultural,  in- 
dustrial and  commercial  possibilities  of  Pal 
estine,  and  in  the  publication  of  the  results  of 
the  investigations. 

2.  The  developing  and  strengthening  of  our 
organization  and  material  power,  so  that  w« 
may  undertake  greater  political  tasks  without 
exposing  ourselves  to  ridicule. 

As  long  as  we  are  weak  and  poor,  we  can 
do  nothing  but  talk.  As  long  as  we  are  few  in 
number,  our  adversaries  can  always  charge  us 
with  not  representing  Judaism  and  not  ex- 
pressing the  conviction  and  willingness  of  the 
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Jews—*  chafye  wfaidi,  when  soWtmntiated,  dc 
privcs  us  of  all  atithority  in  the  eyes  of  the 
world  and  robs  our  Tindioations  of  all  theit 
strength. 
I  am,  with  Zion's  greetings, 

Yours  very  truly, 

Dr.  M.  Noroau. 


FROM  M.  USSISCHKIN, 
To  THE  Annual  Convention  of  the  Federa- 
tion OF  American  Zionists: 

For  the  tenth  time  you  are  come  together, 
Zionists  of  America,  to  deliberate  and  decide 
on  the  current  business  of  your  organization 
as  well  a«  on  the  more  generally  important 
conditions  of  the  party.  On  this  occasion  I 
take  leave  to  send  you  hearty  greeting  and 
to  wish  you  success  in  your  proceedings. 
You,  wortiiy  associates  in  the  cause,  get  your 
culture  from,  you  live  and  work  amidst  the 
American  people,  that  people  which  by  its  en- 
ergy, persistence,  activity  and  consistent  appli- 
cation of  the  motto,  "Help  yourself,"  sets  the 
world  in  amazement.  Do  you  then,  too,  learn 
to  labor  and  to  act  for  your  own  nation.  Do 
not  you  depend  upon  external  help,  upon 
chesed  I'ummitn,  upon  the  healing  of  diplomacy, 
but  build  on  th*»  basis  of  your  own  Jewish 
vital  energy.  The  accumulation  of  economic 
and  cultural  power  in  the  land  for  which  we 
are  striving,  in  Palestine;  the  gathering  of 
national  energy  in  the  countries  of  the  dias- 
pora— this  should  be  our  motto.  And  you 
may  learn  still  another  thing  from  the  Ameri- 
can people,  viz.:  the  ability  to  collect  your 
powers,  and,  following  the  wise  saying — Din 
prutah  k'din  meah — out  of  small  units  build  up 
millions. 

To  be  inactive  and  wait  for  the  big  prize 
is  a  trait  of  ne'er-do-well's  just  as  it  is  the 
characteristic  of  a  lazy,  inactive  nation  to 
fold  its  hands  in  its  lap  and  wait  for  "a  home 
secured  by  public  law."  An  energetic,  capa- 
ble nation  does  not  scout  at  "small"  deeds, 
for  it  is  aware  that  "small"  deeds  may  col- 
lectively constitute  an  epoch-making  great 
deed.  And  these  tasks  of  ours  in  Palestine 
consist  of  the  following: 

1.  The  facilitating  and  (luickening  of  the 
transfer  of  Palestinian  soil  to  Jewish  hands. 


We  ought  to  try  to  attain  this  end  with  all 
the  means  and  organizations  at  our  com- 
mand, with  the  National  Fund  at  their  head, 
and  as  a  natural  basis  for  this  operation  an 
agrariaii  bank  ouf/bX  in  Ae  first  place  to  be 
brought  into  extstmce. 

2.  The  development  of  trade  and  industry 
in  Palestine  and  Syria,  and  the  steady  attrac- 
tion to  this  end,  under  the  guidance  of  the 
Jewish  Colonial  Trust  and  the  Anglo-Pales- 
tine Company,  of  private  Jewish  capital. 

3.  The  organization  of  the  productive  colo- 
nizing working  forces.  The  various  colonizing 
associations  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  party 
of  the  "Poale'-Zion"  on  the  other,  should 
place  themselves  at  the  head  of  this  activity. 

4.  The  cultural  elevation  of  the  Jews  in 
Palestine  and  the  rational  development  of  a 
modem  national  school  system,  broad-based 
and  above  all  genuinely  Jewish.  Our  associ- 
ates in  the  cause  in  America  should  give  this 
great  matter  their  very  special  attention  and 
labor  zealously  for  its  realization. 

For  the  attainment  of  these  ends  there 
should  without  question  be  created  at  Con- 
stantinople, some  representation  of  our  inter- 
ests, in  the  form  of  a  branch  of  our  bank, 
which  would  be  in  a  position  to  guide  us 
step  by  step,  slowly  but  surely  and  unyield- 
ingly, toward  our  goal  and  enable  us  to  fight 
for  the  other  objects  desired. 

Then  come  our  duties  in  the  countries  of 
the  diaspora: 

1.  The  continual  nationalization  of  our  peo- 
ple in  family,  city,  and  community,  as  well 
as  in  all  spheres  of  public  and  social  life. 

2.  The  propagation  of  our  aim  and  the 
spreading  of  our  idea,  so  that  it  may  become 
part  of  international  public  opinion.  In  the 
twentieth  century,  the  closed  audience 
chambers  of  ministers  and  diplomats  are  no 
longer  adequate  for  this  purpose.  The  open 
tribunes  of  parliaments  and  congresses  are 
much  more  needed.  And  hence  must  we 
send  to  the  popular  representative  bodies  of 
Russia,  Austria,  England,  and  America  our 
own  representatives,  and  this  ought  to  be 
our  most  important  policy  in  the  "golus" 
lands. 

But,  in  order  that  what  has  been  presented 
above  may  not  become  crystalized  merely  in 
resolutions   and   votes,   but   may  be   actually 
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carried  out  in  life,  we  must  have  a  strong, 
well-disciplined  organization,  at  the  head  of 
which  the  coming  Eighth  Congress  will  have 
to  place  a  urUHed  leadership  composed  of  men 
true  to  the  cause  and  devoted  unambiguously 
and  without  exception  to  the  above  principles, 
who  will  possess  enough  of  the  will,  the  nec- 
essary special  knowledge,  and  the  capacity 
for  self-sacrifice,  to  lead  our  party  forward. 

These,  most  respected  gathering,  are  my 
views  as  to  the  tasks  that  lie  immediately 
before  us,  and  in  case  you  share  them  with 
me,  I  dare  hope  that  you  will  in  this  sense 
instruct  your  delegates  to  the  Congress, 
whereby  you  will  contribute  in  a  considerable 
degree  to  the  successful  deliberation  of  the 
next  Congress. 

And  now  I  subscribe  myself,  with  great 
»espect  and  Zion's  greeting, 

M.    USSISCHKIN. 


LETTER  FROM  LEVONTIN, 
Federation  of  American  Zionists: 

I  received  your  honored  letter  of  the  8th 
ult.  and  am  glad  of  the  opportunity  of  ac- 
quainting you  and  our  Zionists  over  there 
with  what,  in  my  opinion  and  judging  from  my 
experience  in  Palestine,  should  be  the  next 
and  most  important  tasks  for  Zionistic  activ- 
ity, hoping  that  the  agitation  for  these  enter- 
prises in  America  will  lead  to  good  results. 
Inasmuch  as  I  am  especially  competent  to 
speak  of  practical  work  for  the  present  in 
Palestine,  I  shall,  in  what  follows,  confine  my- 
self exclusively  to  that  phase  of  the  subject. 

Very  much  is  said  concerning  practical  work 
in  Palestine,  but  unfortunately  in  a  very  im- 
mature way  and  with  very  little  special  knowl- 
edge of  the  subject,  or  of  possibilities  and 
necessities.  The  mistakes  that  are  made  in 
consequence  are  of  two  kinds.  First,  the 
needs  put  forward  are  themselves  false;  sec- 
ondly, they  are  presented  to  the  organisation 
instead  of  to  the  Zionists  themselves.  The 
organization  with  its  weak  financial  resources 
can  do  so  little,  that  a  real  advancement  and 
development  of  our  cause  cannot  be  expected 
from  it.  If  opinions  on  this  matter  were 
formerly  different,  it  was  because  the 
strength  cf  the  movement  and  its  income  were 


overestimated.  The  remedy  can  come  only 
from  the  people  themselves,  and  from  private 
initiative.  And  I  shall  show,  further  on,  what 
tasks  private  initiative  can  and  should  attack. 
I  wish,  however,  as  a  preliminary  matter,  tc 
point  out  the  incorrectness  of  the  chief  de- 
mands that  again  and  again  are  heard. 
Among  these  principal  demands  are  the  es- 
tablishment of  an  Agrarian  Bank  and  the 
purchase  of  land  by  the  National  Fund. 

The  establishment  of  an  Agrarian  Bank  is 
a  project  that  lacks  in  every  respect  a  sound 
basis.  There  is  lacking  the  necessary  clientele, 
the  possibility  of  getting  together  money  in 
adequate  quantities,  and,  for  years  to  come, 
the  indispensable  firman  of  the  Sultan. 

The  further  purchase  of  land  by  the  Na- 
tional Fund,  outside  of  the  cities,  and  not  for 
re-selling,  is  forbidden,  in  my  view  for  the 
following  reasons: 

1.  Administrative  working  of  the  land  is 
very  expensive  and  impossible  for  the  Na- 
tional Fund. 

2.  There  is  no  proper  Jewish^  leasing  ele- 
ment in  existence,  the  best  proof  of  which  is 
the  fact  that  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Jew- 
ish colonies  there  were  not  found  Jewish  rent- 
ers for  even  a  few  hundred  Dunam  of  land. 
Thus,  the  land  of  the  Anglo-Palestine  Com- 
pany in  Hulda,  in  the  centre  of  the  Jewish 
colonies,  lies  idle  this  year  because  Jewish 
renters  were  not  to  be  found.  And  paying 
Jewish  renters  would  be  altogether  a  nov- 
elty in  Palestine.  Neither  the  Chovevi-Zion, 
nor  the  I.  C.  A.  nor  the  Baron  have  educated 
them  up  to  that. 

3.  If  one  had  renters  and  if  they  paid,  there 
would  still  be  a  very  serious  factor  to  reckon 
with:  the  right  to  property,  which  according 
to  the  Turkish  law  belongs  to  the  person  who 
cultivates  the  land.  Therein  lurks  a  great 
danger  for  the  National  Fund,  which  must 
be  especially  avoided,  because  the  land  cannot 
be  credited  directly  to  the  National  Fund  but 
must  stand  in  the  name  of  some  middle-man, 
which  might  occasion  very  difficult  or  almost 
impossible  proceedings. 

If  the  National  Fund  is  to  follow  national 
aims,  and  if  it  is  to^  acquire — as  was  meant 
in  the  conception  according  to  which  it  was 
created — things   of  ez^er lasting  value   for   the 
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Jewish  people,  then  it  will  have  to  follow  all 
dictates  of  prudence  and  leave  its  money  un- 
touched so  long  as  it  is  not  able  to  acquire 
therewith  the  incontestable  possession  of  land; 
although  its  powers  might  be  so  extended  as 
to  permit  it  to  engage  in  buying  land  in  the 
cities,  and  in  buying  for  the  purpose  of  re- 
selling. (The  dangers  presented  above  as 
threatening  tht  National  Fund  in  buying  land 
do  not  exist  for  private  persons.  There  is  no 
danger  for  private  persons  who  immediately 
take  possession  of  the  land  in  recording  the 
sale  under  another  name.) 

There  is  unlimited  opportunity  in  Palestine 
for  private  initiative,  as  indeed  could  not  well 
be  otherwise  in  a  country  unopened  and  occu- 
pying at  the  same  time  such  an  admirable  geo- 
graphical position  for  the  general  commerce 
of  the  world.  That  there  are  no  serious  dif- 
ficulties in  the  way  of  Jewish  immigration  and 
Jewish  activity  has  been  manifest  during  the 
last  few  years.  We  have  also  seen  that  noth- 
ing is  lacking  to  the  success  of  our  cause  ex- 
cept men  wh6  will  come  with  the  willingness 
to  work  and  with  money.  There  is  a  lack  of 
money  especially,  and  this  is  the  point  at 
which  the  Zionist  party  may  do  good  service, 
and  on  which  should  centre  the  activities  and 
duties  of  every  true  Zionist.  The  first  duty 
of  every  Zionist  should  naturally  be  himself 
to  settle  in  Palestine,  and  to  engage  in  work 
there  with  all  his  financial  and  spiritual 
strength.  And  those  who  are  unable  to  do 
this  ought  at  least,  if  they  are  Zionists  at  all, 
take  upon  themselves  to  the  extent  of  their 
ability  the  duty  of  sharing  in  the  efforts  to 
develop  the  country.  Zionists  of  means  ought 
to  buy  land  or  engage  with  large  sums  in 
enterprises  here.  Those  of  slighter  means 
ought   to   take   part   in   planting  associations. 

At  present  there  exist  share-selling  socie- 
ties demonstrably  profitable,  which  are  seek- 
ing to  float  still  more  shares: 

1.  The  planting  association  ''Agudath  Na- 
taim." 

2.  The  machine-making  factory  and  foun- 
dry of  L.  Stein  and  Co. 

3.  The  house-building  society  "Achuzath- 
Baith,"  whose  by-laws  arid  prospectus  I  trans- 
mit to  you  under  separate  cover. 


There  is  no  limit  to  participation  in  these 
enterprises,  since  they  are  all  capable  of  de- 
velopment to  the  full  capacity  of  possible  addi- 
tions of  capital. 

There  is,  further,  the  cultural  duty  of 
founding  schools.  The  erection  of  Jewish- 
schools  in  larger  places  of  Palestine,  like 
Gaza,  Haifa,  Nablus,  and  Hebron,  would  make 
those  most  important  Jewish  trading  centres 
accessible  to  Jewish  immigrants  who  at  pres- 
ent, for  lack  of  these  and  other  related  con- 
veniences, do  not  take  them  into  considera- 
tion. 

It  should  also  be  a  great  Zionistic  duty  to 
build  summer  houses,  sanitariums,  etc.,  at  his- 
toric spots  or  places  otherwise  of  significanoe- 
to  the  Jews  in  the  interior  of  the  country,  in 
order,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  provide  that  a 
Jewish  institution  may  be  found  in  every  lo- 
cality in  Palestine  which  shall  be  accessible 
to  the  natives  as  well  as  furnishing  an  objec- 
tive point  for  every  Jewish  tourist,  and  so- 
serve  in  a  high  degree  in  preparing  for  a 
Jewish  culture.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the 
founding  of  such  Jewish  institutions  will  also 
mean  the  creation  of  points  of  attraction  for 
Jewish  immigrants,  whom  it  is  of  prime  im- 
portance to  direct  into  the  interior. 

I  further  express  the  hope  that  the  knowl« 
edge  of  the  great  economic  possibilities  of 
Palestine  by  the  Zionistic  Jews  of  America 
will  be  the  cause  of  setting  more  and  more 
capital  in  motion  toward  Palestine,  which  may 
prove  a  blessing  to  the  nation  and  be  effec- 
tive in  the  final  rebuilding  of  a  Jewish  state^ 

With   Zion's  greeting  to   all  assembled. 
Very  respectfully, 

D.  Levontin. 


FROM  OTTO  WARBURG. 
Federation  of  American  Zionists,  througb 
Dr.  J.  L.  Magnes,  New  York: 
We  received  your  valued  communications- 
of  the  8th  and  15th,  and  forward  to  yois 
herewith  a  report  by  our  Prof.  Warburg  con- 
cerning "Zionism  and  Agriculture  in  Pales- 
tine," respectfully  requesting  that  you  have  \t 
read  at  the  Tenth  Convention  of  your  Federa- 
tion at  Tannersville,  and  that  if  possible  yott 
have  it  published  after  the  Convention  in  the 
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Jewish  journals  of  the  country. 

We  suggest  to  you  the  evident  desirability 
of  instituting  collections  at  the  conference  at 
Tannersville  in  the  interest  of  the  Agrarian 
Fund,  the  necessity  of  which  has  been  thor- 
oughly treated   in  the   report. 

So  far  as  the  activity  of  our  Commission 
up  to  the  present  is  concerned,  we  do  not 
desire  to  anticipate  the  general  report  to  the 
Congress  on  the  same  subject.  The  most  im- 
portant points,  however,  have  been  covered 
by  the  undersigned  in  the  accompanying 
paper. 

It  will  please  us  to  learn  that  the  proposi- 
tions contained  therein  have  met  with  the 
approval  of  our  American  comrades  in  the 
cause.  We  shall  hope  that  you,  along  with  the 
other  respected  leaders  of  the  Federation,  will 
take  occasion  of  the  Convention  to  work  earn- 
estly for  the  Herzlwald  and  the  Pflansungs- 
verein.  We  lack  only  4,000  marks  more  for 
the  Palestine  Industrial  Syndicate.  Perhaps 
you  may  be  able  to  find  a  few  additional 
stockholders  at  Tannersville. 

On  the  occasion  of  this  year's  Convention 
we  send  our  comrades  in  the  cause  on  the 
other  side  of  the  Ocean  our  best  wishes,  and 
await  with  pleasure  your  cheering  report  of 
the  result  of  your  deliberations. 
Very  respectfully  yours, 
Commission  for  Investigating  Palestine, 

O.  Warburg. 


FROM  DR.  MOSES  GASTER. 
To  THE  Federation  of  American  Zionists  : 

I  have  just  returned  from  my  journey  to 
the  Holv  Land.  I  find  here  your  kind  letter 
of  the  8th  of  May  asking  me  to  send  a  few 
words  to  your  Convention  in  Tannersville, 
N.  Y.,  held  from  the  28th  of  June  to  July  3d. 
I  will  hope  that  I  am  still  in  time,  if  only 
to  add  a  few  words  to  the  concluding  speech 
with  which  your  President  will  sum  up  the 
excellent  work  done  by  the  Zionists  on  that 
occasion.  With  a  better  knowledge  of  land 
and  people,  with  a  keener  insight  into  the 
problems  of  immediate  profitable  work  in  Pal- 
estine, with  the  eyes  directed  toward  the 
realization  of  national  aims  in  the  Holy  Land, 


I  say :  Full  speed  ahead !  Difficulties  no  doubt 
there  are  in  the  way,  but  none  that  could  not 
be  overcome;  and  these  difficulties  will  grow 
from  day  to  day,  if  we  neglect  our  oppor- 
tunities and  waste  our  enegies  in  idle  talk  or 
in  spinning  out  finely  drawn  abstract  theories. 
The  land  is  there  and  the  work  is  there,  and 
the  men  are  to  be  brought  there  or  thostv 
utilized  who  are  on  the  spot  There  is  no 
danger  whatsoever,  nothing  to  fear,  nothing 
to  doubt,  nothing  to  hesitate  about  But  of 
course  there  is  no  room  for  wild  schemes,, 
nor  can  everything  be  undertaken  simultan- 
eously. A  plan  must  be  drawn  up  and  to- 
this  we  must  adhere  rigidly.  Work  must  be 
undertaken  on  many  converging  lines  in  ac- 
cordance with  that  plan.  We  must  endeavor 
to  strengthen  our  moral  claim  upon  the  land 
even  more  than  our  material  claim.  National 
work  must  be  taken  in  hand,  in  which  every 
Jew  must  feel  interested,  and  there  is  ample 
room  for  such  work  to  be  done.  But  the 
opportunities  are  fast  slipping  away,  and  we 
must  haste  to  peg  out  our  claims  and  to  ob- 
tain hostages  for  the  future.  With  the  Turk- 
ish  Government  and  not  in  any  way  against 
in  strict  accord  with  the  laws  of  the  land  and 
not  against,  we  are  more  likely  to  obtain  our 
ends  than  working  differently.  Discretion, 
steadfastness,  tenacity  of  purpose,  patience 
and  determination,  together  with  the  forma- 
tion of  one  plan  of  action  harmonizing  all  the 
prevailing  tendencies  and  focussing  all  the 
prevailing  eflForts,  will  bring  us  much  more 
quickly  to  the  realization  of  our  aims  than 
many  a  man  dreams  or  believes.  //  can  be 
done,  and  it  must  be  done,  is  the  result  of 
the  investigations  which  I  have  carried  out 
in  Palestine,  and,  it  is,  therefore,  for  us  now 
to  be  up  and  doing. 

Hoping  to  meet  you  strong  in  numbers  and 
strong  in  spirit  at  the  next  Congress, 

I  remain. 

Yours  sincerely, 

M.  Caster. 


FROM  CLARENCE  I.  DE  SOLA. 
To  THE  Tenth  Convention  of  The  Federa- 
tion OF  American  Zionists: 
It  affords  me  very  great  pleasure  to  send 


Digitized  by 


Google 


78 


THE   MACCABAEAN. 


greetings  to  the  members  of  your  Federation 
upon  your  meeting  in  Convention  for  the 
tenth  time.  You  have  assembled  for  the  pur- 
pose of  promoting  those  measures  which  will 
solve  the  problems  with  which  the  Jewish 
nation  is  faced.  You  are,  fortunately,  not  in 
the  position  of  those  who  are  yet  seeking  for 
a  panacea  for  Israel's  woes,  for  we  Zionists 
feel  perfectly  assured  that  we  have  already 
found  the  remedy,  and  that  remedy  is,  the 
securing  of  a  publicly,  legally  assured  home 
in  PaUstinc. 

To-day,  at  the  close  of  the  first  decade  of 
the  Zionist  movement,  we  find  ourselves 
just  emerging  from  the  early  or  constructive 
period  and  passing  into  a  period  which,  I  be- 
lieve, will  be  one  of  great  practical  accom- 
plishment. The  work  that  we  have  done  in 
the  past  ten  years  has  been  necessarily  largely 
work  of  organization — the  laying  of  the  foun- 
dations of  our  Movement;  but  now  that  this 
stage  of  our  development  has  been  success- 
fully passed,  we  should  give  a  still  more 
practical  turn  to  our  Movement  by  embarking 
more  actively  in  immediate  work  in  Pales- 
tine. This  does  not  mean  that  I  would,  in 
any  way,  favor  a  return  to  those  small  and 
unsystematic  methods  of  colonization  which 
preceded  the  first  Basle  Congress,  but  rather 
that  we  should  take  up  colonization  work  on 
so  broad  a  plan  as  to  be  truly  national.  This, 
nevertheless,  necessitates  our  encouraging  in- 
dividual effort,  both  in  agricultural  and  indus- 
trial development  work  in  the  Holy  Land,  but 
such  individual  effort  should  be  directed,  and, 
when  necessary,  supervised  and  aided  by  our 
Zionist  organizations.  It  goes  without  sa)ring, 
though,  that  our  great  departed  leader's  view 
that  political  work  must  accompany  coloniz- 
ing work  is  as  binding  on  us  to-day  as  ever 
it  was.  The  two  should  go  hand-in-hand. 
Very   faithfully   yours, 

Clarence  I.  de  Sola, 


GREETINGS   RECEIVED   AT   CONVEN- 
TION. 

Telegrams  and  letters  were  received  from 
the  following: 

Mendel  Silber,  Max  Heller,  Maurice  M. 
Lefkowitz,  Max  Reisler,  Jacob  H.  Kaplan, 
Sol   L.   Kory,   Joseph   Rausch,   W.    H.   Fine 


shriber,  Leo  Mannheimer,  M.  Messing,  B. 
Saddler  ("Jews"  attending  the  Central  Con 
ference  of  American  Rabbis) ;  I.  Kahano 
witz;  Texas  Zionist  Association;  Messen- 
gers of  Zion,  New  York;  Daughters  of  Zion, 
Baltimore;  Agudas  Dr.  Herzl  of  New  York; 
A.  Friedman,  of  Cincinnati;  Ahavath  Zion. 
Forth  Worth,  Texas;  Federation  of  Cana 
dian  Zionists;  Rabbi  A.  M.  Ashinsky,  Pitts- 
burg; Zion  Banner,  Brownsville,  N.  Y.; 
Atereth  Zion,  New  York;  Hatichaya,  New 
York;  Rodfe  Sholom  Zion,  Holyoke,  Mass.; 
Zion  Social  Club,  Hagcrstown,  Md.;  Aus- 
trian-Hungarian Zionists,  New  York;  Rabbi 
A.  Gorovitz,  Woonsocket,  R.  I.;  Zion  In 
stitute,  Philadelphia;  Degel  Zion,  Water- 
bury,  Conn.;  Bnai  Zion,  Hartford,  Conn.; 
Zionist  Council,  Pittsburg;  "Junior  Zion 
Endeavors,"  H.  Pekorsky;  Hope  of  Zion, 
Denver,  Col.;  Choveve  Zion,  Troy,  N.  Y. ; 
Rabbi  Nathan  Gordon,  Montreal,  Can.;  B. 
W.  Prusiner,  Sioux  City;  Omaha  Zionists, 
Omaha,  Neb.;  Abraham  Altschuler,  Central 
Fall,  R.  I.;  Jacob  Eliyahu  Lazdon,  Troy, 
N.  Y. ;  Council  of  United  Zion  Societies 
of  Kansas  City;  Robert  B.  L.  Levinthal. 
Philadelphia;  Dr.  Max  Heller,  New  Or- 
leans: "To  the  Banner-bearers  of  Jewish- 
ness  and  manhood  to  the  pioneers  of  the 
prophetism  of  the  future,  to  the  foundation- 
^  builders  of  the  third  and  greatest  temple, 
I  send  brotherly  greetings,  hoping  to  be 
with  you  at  next  year's  Convention";  C.  D. 
Birkhahn,  New  York;  Sisters  of  Zion 
Cleveland,  O.;  Sons  of  Zion,  Sioux  City; 
Max  Schloessinger  and  Herbert  Fricden 
wald,  New  York;  Bnai  Zion  Association. 
Cleveland,  O.;  Ezras  Choevj  Zion,  Cleve- 
land, O. ;  Lovers  of  Zion,  Philadelphia ;  Al- 
bert Hurwitz,  Sioux  City;  Dr.  David  Blau- 
stein,  New  York;  I.  Kahanowitz,  Greensburg, 
Pa.;  Bnei  Zion,  New  Britain,  Conn.;  Lewis 
Rome,  Fitchburg,  Mass.;  Hebrew  Association, 
Newport  News,  Va.;  Louisville  Zion  Soci- 
ety, Louisville,  Ky. ;  Dorshei  Zion,  St.  Louis, 
Mo.;  Ezras  Chovevi  Zion  Society,  Balti- 
more, Md.;  Simon  Goldman,  St.  Louis,  Mo.; 
I.  M.  Rosenthal,  New  York;  Morris 
Zuckerman,  New  York.  Cablegrams:  From 
Magnes,  Jacobsohn,  Tchlenow,  Podleschew- 
sky,  Lewin  Epstein,  Lubarsky,  Magnes  and 
Lewin  (Jaffa). 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE     MACGABAEAN, 


79 


APPENDIX    II. 


PRESIDENT   FRIEDENWALirS 
ADDRESS, 
Delegates  to  the  Convention,  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen  : 
The  honor  again  falls  upon  me  to  open  the 
annual  Convention  of  the  Federation  of  Ameri- 
can  Zionists,  and   to  bid  you  welcome   who 
have  come  from  far  and  near  to  join  in  the 
deliberations  of  this  Convention  and  to  assist 
in    the    furtherance   of   the   great   movement 
which  it  is  our  privilege  to   represent.     The 
officers  and  chairmen  of  committees  will   re- 
port on  the  work  they  have  done  during  the 
year,   and   you   will   determine   how   satisfac- 
torily  they   have   carried   out   the   trust   you 
have  imposed  upon  them.     You  will  pleased, 
I   am   sure,   to   learn   of   their   progress   and 
success  in  many  directions,  but  you  will  agree 
with  me  that  the  great  need  of  our  Federa- 
tion   lies    in    the    direction    of   organization; 
not  only  in  winning  over  more  and  more  to 
our  cause,  but  still  more  in  gathering  in  the 
thousands  who  are  sympathetic  and  ready  to 
join    our    body    when    lines    of    activity    are 
placed  before  Ihem  in  which  they  shall  find 
interest  and  pleasure.    I  trust,  therefore,  that 
the  chief  efforts  of  this   Convention   will  be 
directed  toward  finding  the  ways  and  means 
for  strengthening  the  organization  and  each 
of  the  links  of  which  it  is  formed.     With  a 
strong  organization,  we  shall  be  able  to  aid 
effectively  the  central  body,  the  Palestine  Com- 
mission,   and    all    the    agencies    working    for 
the    redemption    and    regeneration    of    Pales- 
tine, as  well  as  the  financial  instruments  of 
our  movement. 

It  is  needless  for  me  to  enter  into  any  of 
the  details  which  will  be  covered  by  the  re- 
ports. I  may  be  permitted,  however,  to  give 
a  general  statement  as  to  the  progress  of  our 
movement  in  this  country  during  the  past 
year.  The  Federation  itself  has  shown  all 
the  evidences  of  healthful  life  and  activity. 
It  has  grown  in  numbers  and  in  strength, 
and'  this  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  energy 
of  many  of  our  most  ardent  workers  has  in 
many  places  been  absorbed  completely  by  the 


immediate   needs  of  philanthropic   and   other 
communal    demands.      Many    new    societies 
have  sprung  up.     And,  more  important  still, 
new    and   powerful    forces    have    joined   our 
ranks.     A  clearer  understanding,  and  a  more 
correct  appreciation  of  the  aims  and  methods 
of   our    movement,    are    slowly    but    steadily 
forging  their  way  in  American  Jewry.     The 
publication  and  dissemination  by  the  Federa- 
tion  of   a   number    of    important   pamphlets, 
and  the  growth  and  increasing  influence   of 
our  magazine,  The  Maccabaean,  have  in  a 
measure  contributed  to  this  result     But  the 
chief  influence  in  bringing  it  about  is  to  be 
attributed  to  Dr.   Schmaryahu  Lewin,  whom 
the  Executive  Committee  invited  to  come  to 
America,  and  whose  eloquence,  brilliant  intel- 
lect   and    broad    sympathies    won    over    his 
hearers  in  the  many  cities  in  which  he  was 
able    to   address   our   people.     His   visit    we 
reckon  as  one  of  the  great  achievements  of 
our  year's  work;  it  gave  the  American  Jews 
first-hand  information  as  to  the  political  con- 
dition,   possibilities    and    prospects    of    their 
brethren  in  Russia;  it  opened  up  to  them  the 
reality  of  the  Jewish  question,  and  its  solu- 
tion; and  it  enabled  Dr.  Lewin  to  return  to 
our  brethren  in  Europe  with  a  knowledge  of 
American  Jewish  conditions  such   as  only  a 
clear-sighted  observer  like   Dr.   Lewin  could 
gather.     The   tie    binding   together    Western 
and   Eastern   Jewry   has   been   drawn   firmer 
and  stronger  by  Dr.  Lewin.    In  thus  acknowl- 
edging  our   indebtedness   to   him,   it   is   with 
pleasure  that  I  am  able  to  report  that   Dr. 
Lewin   is  now,   at  our   request,   in   Palestine 
studying    its    condition    and    its    possibilities, 
and  that  we  may  look  forward  to  his  return 
to  America  in  the  fall.    We  await  eagerly  the 
report  of  his  experience  and  his  views.* 

In  another'  direction,  we  see  a  great  ad- 
vance which  our  movement  has  made  within 
the  past  year.  I  refer  to  the  depth  to  which 
the  Zionist  view  has  penetrated,  as  was  mani- 
fested in  the  courage  and  self-sacrificing  de- 
votion of  our  young  scholars  who  relinquished 
positions  on  which  their  livelihood  depended, 
rather  than  prove  unfaithful  to  our  people  and 
to  our  ideal. 
It  is  not  surprising  that  the  advance  which 
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our  movement  has  made  should  have  brought 
out  more  actively  than  ever  before  all  the 
forces  of  our  opponents.  It  is  true  that  the 
opposition  reduced  itself  to  a  mis-statement 
x)f  our  aims,  to  vituperation  and  defamation, 
to  aspersions  upon  our  fidelity  to  Judaism  on 
the  one  hand  and  our  loyalty  to  this  country 
on  the  other.  Secure  in  our  own  position, 
we  did  not  feel  ourselves  called  upon  to  enter 
the  arena  of  polemics.  With  patience  we  lis- 
tened over  and  over  again  to  the  arguments 
which  our  German  brethren  evolved  in  the 
first  half  of  the  nineteenth  century,  when,- 
with  the  first  breath  of  intoxicating  liberty, 
they  felt  constrained  to  construct  new  the- 
ories of  Judaism  and  even  to  alter  the  ancient 
liturgy.  We  can  appreciate  their  position 
without  sharing  their  views,  for  the  dread  of 
the  loss  of  their  cherished  freedom  was  over- 
whelming. Subsequent  efforts  at  the  dissec- 
tion of  Judaism,  and  fruitless  attempts  to 
reduce  it  here  and  take  off  there,  have  pro- 
duced a  perfect  babel  of  views  as  to  what 
Judaism  is,  and  how  little  of  Judaism  is  still 
Judaism,  until  their  Judaism  was  no  longer  a 
living  force,  but  a  lifeless  wreck. 

Judaism  is  the  ideal  of  life  evolved  by  the 
Jew,  based  upon  historic  memories  and  reach- 
ing out  into  the  distant  future  and  the  ex- 
pression of  this  ideal  in  our  life,  individual 
and  communal.  Judaism  is  a  living  whole, 
which  cannot  be  cut  into  pieces  without  its 
destruction.  It  is  idle  to  speak  of  a  national, 
racial  or  religious  Judaism.  In  the  Jew  these 
tendencies  are  so  interwoven  that  they  can- 
not be  separated  without  leaving  the  individ- 
ual a  spiritual  cripple. 

Zionism  is  no  new  discovery.  It  is  the 
■expression  of  our  confidence  in  the  Jewish 
ideals  and  the  effort  to  help  bring  about  their 
realization.  But,  in  sweet-souncKng  words,  we 
are  told  that  through  all  the  centuries  our 
people  have  been  in  error:  the  ideal  of  once 
more  attaining  national  dignity  and  independ- 
ence must  be  buried,  the  hope  of  again  taking 
a  position  of  beneficient  influence  among  the 
nations  is  a  delusion.  For,  to  be  American, 
we  are  told,  requires  that  we  must  divest 
'ourselves  of  our  all.  To  those  who  thus 
:rtdress    us,    we    may    answer    that    America 


requires  nothing  of  the  kind.  There  is  a  pro- 
vision in  our  Constitution  which  guarantees 
religious  freedom,  and  no  American  has  for 
a  moment  questioned  the  right  of  the  Jews 
to  their  hopes — ^nay,  on  the  contrary,  many 
share  them  with  us.  It  has  remained  for  the 
Jew  to  call  his  brother  traitor.  Let  them  well 
weigh  the  words  they  have  spoken;  the  argu- 
ment, followed  to  its  logical  conclusion, 
brands  with  treachery  every  pious  Jew  who 
daily  prays,  over  and  over  again,  for  the  re- 
turn to  Zion.  No,  America  is  not  intolerant! 
It  is  from  among  our  own  people — with 
shame  be  it  said! — from  a  people  that  has 
suffered  an  unending  martyrdom  of  religious 
persecution,  that  has  learnt  to  know  intol 
erance  in  all  its  forms;  it  is  from  among  this 
people  that  the  men  have  risen  who  now  are 
proving  themselves  masters  in  the  art  of  ex- 
communication. And  these  very  men  have  for 
years  praised  themselves  for  their  liberality 
of  thought!  These  are  the  men  who  tell  us 
that  the  mission  of  the  Jew  is  to  live  among 
the  Gentiles  to  teach  them  justice.  We  have 
reason  to  be  grateful  that  their  offers  of  gra- 
tuitous instruction  have  not  been  accepted. 
Let  us  put  an  end  to  this  discussion  concern- 
ing the  patriotism  of  the  Zionist,  or,  more 
properly  stated,  the  patriotism  of  the  Jew. 
The  most  pious  believers  in  the  Restoration, 
the  most  ardent  workers  for  its  consumma- 
tion, have  shown  themselves  in  no  way  in- 
ferior to  other  Americans  in  devotion  to  this 
country;  they  have  ever  been  among  the  fore- 
most in  responding  to  their  obligations,  and 
none  have  been  more  truly  solicitous  for  its 
welfare,  prosperity  and  honor  than  they ! 

But  I  should  overlook  a  most  important 
point  in  this  discussion,  were  I  not  to  call 
attention  to  the  underlying  reason  of  many  of 
the  denunciations  which  have  been  hurled 
against  our  movement.  Not  that  it  is  usually 
mentioned;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  avoided. 
Only  here  and  there  does  it  make  its  appear- 
ance. I  refer  to  anti-Semitism,  or,  rather, 
the  fear  of  anti-Semitism.  Have  we  not  been 
told  that  we  are  responsible  for  its  growth? 
Has  not  a  Jewish  weekly  had  the  lying  audac- 
ity to  make  this  statement  in  its  editorial 
column?    But  even  this  has  not  disturbed  us, 
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except  in  so  far  as  it  has  distressed  us  to 
«ce  the  readiness  with  which  some  of  our  peo- 
ple arc  willing  to  strike  at  our  brethren.  We 
xecognize  conditions  as  they  exist.  We  know 
that  with  the  increase  of  the  number  of 
Jews,  and  the  growth  of  their  influence  in 
all  the  activities  in  which  they  engage,  there 
vwill  be  an  increase  of  the  prejudice  from 
which  we  have  suffered  in  every  land  where 
-we  were  a  minority,  and  in  every  age  from 
4hc  days  of  Egypt  to  this  very  day.  In  this 
country,  we  shall  ever  be  able  to  protect  our- 
-lelves  against  any  infringement  of  our  rights. 
But  there  are  no  means  at  our  command 
which  can  drive  away  prejudice.  It  is  a  dis- 
•case  for  which  there  is  no  remedy.  It  is  like 
Tabies,  the  madness  of  the  dog.  The  animail 
afflicted  is  relieved  only  when  it  dies.  For- 
;t«nately,  however,  there  is  a  way  of  immuniz- 
ing  the  person  who  is  bitten  which  spares  him 
•suffering,  agony  and  death.  And,  while  we 
«annot  cure  the  one  afflicted  with  anti-Semit- 
ism, we  can  protect  ourselves.  For  here  the 
immunizing  remedy  is  the  development  of  the 
feelings  of  Jewish  self-respect  and  Jewish 
iKmor.  The  Jew  who  has  learnt  to  know  the 
stock  from  which  he  sprang,  its  glorious 
achievements  in  the  past,  its  aspirations  for 
the  future  and  its  efforts  at  renaissance  in 
-tfie  future — that  Jew  canot  be  made  to  feel 
and  suffer  from  the  bite  of  anti-Semitism. 
And  it  is  only  one  of  the  least  of  its  achieve- 
inents,  that  modern  Zionism  has  re-discovered 
this  immunizing  remedy  for  the  Jew.  . 

They  who  are  bereft  of  hope,  the  despair- 
ing Jew  who  has  no  faith  in  his  people's  fu- 
ture, who  is  held  to  his  people  against  his 
will,  or  he  who  has  exchanged  his  old,  well- 
tried  ideals  for  the  hope  of  being  accepted 
without  prejudice  by  the  Gentile  as  his 
l^rother,  and  who  is  constantly  reminded  of 
its  hopelessness-^for  these  there  is  no  relief 
from  anti-Semitism.  No  wonder,  then,  that 
it  should  be  from  these  sources  that  our  oppo- 
sition comes. 

The  question  of  Zionism  in  America  is  ever 
"becoming  clearer;  it  is  the  question  of  Juda- 
ism. Can  the  Jew  in  Ameria  remain  a  Jew? 
Can  he  take  his  place  in  this  great  common- 
wealth and  yet  have,  in  addition,  liis  Jewish 


hopes  and  ideals?  It  is  the  question  of  "To 
be,  or  not  to  be?"— and  to  this  question  the 
Zionist  answers,  yes  to  be;  to  be,  with  every 
fibre  of  his  being,  a  Jew! 


SECRETARY  MAGNES'S  REPORT. 

At  the  last  convention,  held  in  Tanners- 
ville,  June  29— July  3,  1906,  we  were  able 
to  report  a  total  of  223  societies.  Of  these 
societies  163  were  in  good  standing,  i.  e., 
their  Federation  dues  had  been  paid  up  to 
within  a  half  a  year  of  the  holding  of  the 
Convention.  This  year  we  are  able  to  re- 
port 146  such  societies.  We  have,  further- 
more, eliminated  from  our  books  40  socie- 
ties, which  we  have  at  present  no  hopes  of 
reviving.  During  the  past  year,  21  new  so 
cieties  were  chartered,  and  of  these  4  were 
old  societies  which  we  had  supposed  long 
dead.     We  have,  therefore: 

Old  Societies  in  good  standing 125 

New  Societies  in  good  standing 21 

146 
Societies    not    in    good    standing,    but 
which   may  be   revived 62 

Total 208 

Of  the  societies  reported  in  good  stand- 
ing at  the  last  Convention  11  have  died. 

Our  income  from  dues  was  larger  this 
year  than  ever  before,  the  sum  totalling 
$1,802.09.  This  is  in  part  due  to  the  sue  , 
cessful  working  out  of  the  plan  adopted 
by  the  last  Convention,  requiring  every  so- 
ciety, no  matter  what  its  size,  to  pay  at 
least  $10  dues  before  December  1  of  each 
year.  Besides  dues,  the  Federation  received 
$105  from  the  chartering  of  pew  or  revived 
societies,  and  $700  from  ^special  contribu- 
tors of  $10  each.  In  accordance  with  a 
resolution  of  the  last  Convention,  the  Fed- 
eration has  not  received  any  rebate  on 
Shekolim  from  the  Actions  Committee.  In 
this  connection  it  gives  me  pleasure  to  an- 
nounce that  an  old  debt,  owing  to  the  Na- 
tion Fund  by  this  Federation,  has  at  last 
been  paid  off  by  means  of  the  rebates  al- 
lowed us  by  the  National  Fund  Commis- 
sion on  the  sale  of  Shekolim. 
The  Federation  office  handled  during  the 
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year  $23,000,  of  which  $19,000  is  credited 
to  the  Transferable  Account,  i,  e.,  Shekel 
remittances  to  Actions  Committee,  Jew- 
ish Colonial  Trust  shares.  National  Fund 
remittances.  Golden  Book  entries,  and  Pal- 
estine  Committee   receipts. 

Our  Shekel  receipts  were  larger  this  year 
than  before.  We  have  sent  to  the  Actions 
Committee  since  our  last  Convention 
$4,266  from  the  sale  of  Shekolim,  whereas 
last  year  we  sent  $3,029.  Of  this  money 
sent  this  year  $1,029  was  the  residue  of 
last  years'  collection.  Inasmuch  as  Sheko- 
lim for  this  year  will  still  be  sold  after  the 
Convention,  we  cannot  give  the  full  number 
of  Shekolim  sold  on  this  year's  account 
Allowing  for  duplication,  etc.,  I  should 
judge  that  we  have  about  12,000  Shekel 
payers  in  this  country. 

Since  the  last  Convention  we  sent  to  the 
National  Fund  $4,725  this  year,  as  against 
per  last  year,  of  the  money  sent,  $2,148; 
$2,022  as  against  $902  for  last  year, 
for  entries  in  the  Golden  Book.  This 
does  not  represent  the  total  amount  sent 
by  the  Zionists  of  this  country,  inasmuch 
as  many  are  in  the  habit  of  remitting  to 
Europe  direct,  and  not  through  our  office. 

The  Palestine  Committee  will  report  on 
money  sent  for  Palestine  purposes. 

During  the  year  official  relations  with 
the  Knights  of  Zion,  with  headquarters  in 
Chicago,  were  broken  oflF.  This  was  done 
by  virtue  of  a  resolution  by  the  Executive 
Committee  of  February  11,  1906,  which  gave 
the  Knights  of  Zion  one  months'  time  to 
live  up  to  the  agreement  of  the  Philadel- 
phia Convention,  June  16  to  June  20,  1905, 
according  to  which,  the  Knights  of  Zion 
were  to  pay  our  Federation  25c.  dues  for 
each  member  of  the  Knights  of  Zion.  This 
agreement  was  ratified  by  a  Knights  of 
Zion  convention  in  St.  Louis,  January  1, 
1906.  The  Knights  of  Zion  has  failed,  how- 
ever, to  meet  this  requirement.  Inasmuch 
as  the  relationship  between  the  Federation 
and  the  Knights  of  Zion  has  never  been 
very  satisfactory  to  either  party,  and, has 
been  the  cause  of  much  misunderstanding, 
we  deemed  it  best  for  our  movement  if  the 
Knights  of  Zion  be  given  a  free  hand  to 


develop  along  its  own  lines.  The  severance 
of  our  official  connection  with  the  Knights 
of  Zion  does  not  imply  any  bitterness  on 
our  part.  On  the  contrary,  we  trust  that 
the  Knights  of  Zion  may  grow  into  so 
strong  an  organization  that  Zionism  in  the 
Middle  West  may  be  better  represented 
than  it  has  in  the  past.  Since  severing  our 
relations  with  the  Knights  of  Zion 
three  of  the  Knights  of  Zion  Gates  have  joined 
the  Federation. 

All  sub-Federations  must  stand  in  the 
same  relationship  to  the  Federation  as  does 
the  Texas  Zionist  Federation.  This  Feder- 
ation is  composed  of  14  societies  in  thir- 
teen cities,  publishes  its  own  organ,  The 
Jewish  Hope,  and  holds  its  own  convention. 
But  its, status  within  the  Federation  is  that 
of  a  Council,  which,  instead  of  being  a 
City  Council,  is  a  State  Council.  The  plan 
of  a  State  Council  in  Connecticut  has  met 
with  but  poor  success,  however.  The  New 
Jersey  societies  are  considering  the  forma- 
tion of  a  Jersey  Council. 

The  Poale  Zion  are  related  to  the  Feder- 
ation, not  as  a  sub-Federation,  but  as  a 
Party.  The  Poale  Zion  pay  Federation 
dues  for  every  Shekel  taken  by  them,  the 
Federation  making  a  rebate  to  them  of  20c 
per  member. 

In  reporting  the  progress  of  our  move- 
ment in  this  country,  it  is  necessary  to 
mention  the  propaganda  tour  of  Dr. 
Schmaryahu  Lewin.  By  reason  of  the  dis- 
solution of  the  first  Russian  Duma,  of 
which  he  was  a  member.  Dr.  Lewin  seized 
the  opportunity  offered  him  by  our  Federa- 
tion of  visiting  America  and  of  bringing  a 
word  of  greeting  and  of  introduction  to 
the  thousands  of  Jews  in  this  country.  It 
is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that  Dr.  Lewin 
spoke  to  greater  numbers  of  Jews  living 
in  America  than  any  other  man  has  ever 
done.  Furthermore,  his  words  were  lis- 
tened to  with  more  eagernes  than  have 
been  the  words  of  any  other  man  who  has 
come  to  this  country.  His  visit  marked 
a  new  era  in  the  life  of  the  Russian  Jews 
of  this  country  and  of  the  Zionist  move- 
ment in  general.  He  united  in  his  person 
the  best  qualities  of  the  Jews  of  Russia — 
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their  learning,  their  radical  straightfor- 
wardness, their  Jewish  enthusiasm.  Dr. 
Lewin  brought  the  message  of  Zionism  to 
the  Jews  of  America,  and  since  his  being 
here,  Zionism  has  become  a  greater  spirit- 
ual force  than  it  was  before.  Those  who 
were  ignorant  of  the  aims  of  Zionism,  and 
those  who  regarded  it  in  silence  or  with 
indifference,  now  begin  to  realize  that  Zion- 
ism presents  to  the  Jew  a  complete  philoso- 
py  of  Jewish  life,  besides  offering  a  solution 
for  many  of  the  ills  to  which  our  people 
are  heir. 

Dr.  Lewin  visited  thirteen  cities  and  ad- 
dressed thirty  meetings.  He  is  now  visit- 
ing Palestine,  where  he  expects  to  send  us 
his  impressions  of  the  land  and  his  views 
as  to  work  to  be  done  there.  Under  favor- 
able circumstances,  we  trust  that  Dr.  Lewin 
may  be  enabled  to  visit  America  during  the 
coming  year  in  the  interest  of  practical 
Palestine  work. 

While  we  may  regard  the  past  year  as 
one  of  considerable  progress  for  our  move- 
ment, the  time  of  the  Convention  should 
not  be  taken  up  with  congratulating  our- 
selves upon  work  accomplished.  The  Con- 
vention should  rather  consider  ways  and 
means  for  strengthening  our  movement  in 
the  years  to  come. 

The  tour  of  Dr.  Lewin  showed,  better 
than  anything  else  could,  that  there  is  a  tre- 
mendous mass  of  Jewish  national  sentiment 
in  this  country.  It  is  now  our  duty  to  ' 
organize  this  sentiment  in  the  name  of  the 
Zionist  movement. 

'  Zionism's  fundamental  proposition  is  that 
we  Jews  are  a  nation.  We  must,  therefore, 
develop  our  national  consciousness  where- 
ever  we  may  be  and  in  every  way  we  can. 
Being  a  nation  and  desiring  the  develop- 
ment of  our  national  consciousness,  we 
must  have  our  national  soil,  Palestine.  In 
accordance  with  these  propositions,  we 
have,  simultaneously,  to  strengthen  our  na- 
tional consciousness  in  the  Goluth  and  to 
acquire  Palestine  in  order  that  the  Goluth 
may  have  its  centre  of  gravity. 
'  In  the  name  of  Zionism,  therefore,  we 
have  a  large  work  to  do  besides  that  of 
Jippealing  for  funds  for  the  financial  instru- 


ments of  our  movement.  We  must  organ- 
ize the  Jews  of  America  in  every  possible 
way  in  order  that  their  Jewish  national 
consciousness  shall  be  strengthened  and 
their  love  for  the  land  of  the  Jewish  nation 
shall  be  developed.  To  accomplish  this 
work  of  organization,  our  present  organiza- 
tion is  hardly  pliable  enough.  We  cannot, 
perhaps,  demand  of  busy  men  and  women 
that  they  form  themselves  into  official  Zion- 
ist societies  such  as  our  Federation  re- 
quires. We  should,  at  the  same  time  as 
we  are  forming  Zionist  societies,  seek  to 
make  use  of  existing  forms  of  organization, 
such  as  Synagogues,  Lodges,  Young  Men's 
Hebrew  Associations,  etc.  There  is  no  rea- 
son why  a  synagogue,  a  lodge,  or  a  Y.  M. 
H.  A.  should  not  be  organized  by  Zionists 
as  such,  or  why  such  institutions  already 
in  existence  should  not  be  made  Zionistic 
or  friendly  to  Zionism. 

Another  means  for  the  organization  of 
sentiment  in  favor  of  Zionism  is  the  estab- 
lishment of  Zionist  Halls  throughout  the 
country,  but  in  particular  in  the  large  cities. 
We  now  have,  as  far  as  we  have  been  in- 
formed, seven  Zion  Halls:  Chicago,  Phila- 
delphia, Pittsburg,  Seattle,  Wash.,  Stam- 
ford, Conn.,  Youngston,  O.,  and  New  Brit- 
ain, ConiL  New  York,  in  particular,  is  in 
need  of  such  a  centre;  and  whereas  this 
report  concerns  the  American  Federation 
and  not  New  York  alone,  I  am  sure  you 
will  not  take  it  amiss  if  I  report  that  within 
the  ensuing  year  New  York  too  will,  in  all 
probability,  have  its  Zion  Hall.  New  York 
is  and  will  remain  the  great  centre  of  our 
propaganda.  If  we  make  it  strong,  the 
whole  movement  will  be  strengthened. 
This  is  a  most  difficult  and  wearying,  but  in 
the  end  a  thankful  task.  A  Zion  Hall  in  New 
York  or  elsewhere  should  make  use  of 
every  possible  means  of  propaganda.  It 
should  be  an  01am  Koton,  a  mirror  of  the 
Jewish  world,  with  all  the  phases  of  life 
of  this  world.  In  it  forms  of  religious  life 
may  be  developed  in  connection  with  a 
synagogue.  Its  platform  should  be  used, 
furthermore,  for  the  production  of '  J«w<ish 
national  plays,  for  evdnitigs  in  Jewish  art 
and   music.     It   should   have   a   library,  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


84 


THE     MACCABAEAN. 


Jewish  books  and  periodicals,  especially  in 
Hebrew,  English  and  Yiddish.  Its  room* 
should  be  used  during  the  day  as  places  for 
the  instruction  of  children  in  the  Hebrew 
language,  according  to  modern  methods  of 
instruction.  It  should  serve  also  as  a  meet- 
ing place  for  the  Zionists  of  the  city,  and  it 
would  attract  to  it,  as  a  natural  centre,  the 
large  numbers  of  young  and  old  men  and 
women  who  come  to  this  country  with 
every  steamer.  A  Zion  Hall  can  be  made 
the  centre  in  which  the  Jewish  spirit  of 
every  city  may  receive  sustenance. 

Another  great  need  of  our  movement  is 
an  adequate  press.  What  we  ought  to  have 
after  ten  years  of  work  is  an  English 
weekly  and  a  Yiddish  daily  and  Hebrew 
monthly.  We  shall  have  to  content  our- 
selves, for  the  present,  with  something 
much  less  than  this.  We  have  an  English 
monthly,  The  Maccabaean.  It  is  to- 
day the  only  monthly  magazine  in  English 
published  in  this  country.  But  it  must  be 
made  a  stronger  magazine  in  every  way, 
and  this  can  be  done  if  the  Zionists  will  do 
their  share  in  supporting  it.  We  can  also 
have  a  Yiddish  weekly.  The  New  York 
Zionists  believes  that  they  can,  within  the 
next  year,  gather  a  sum  large  enough  to 
guarantee  the  issuance  of  a  weekly;  but  it 
should  not  be  undertaken  unless  a  sufficient 
sum  be  guaranteed.  The  Poale  Zion  are 
publishing  their  excellent  weekly  in  Yid- 
dish, Def  Yiddisher  Kacmpfer.  There 
must,  however,  be  an  organ  of  the  Federa- 
tion, so  that  all  of  the  problems  that  inter- 
est us  as  an  organization,  besides  ques- 
tions of  a  general  interest,  may  be  discussed 
freely  and  without  favor.  We  are  thankful 
to  the  English  and  Yiddish  press  for  the 
courtesy  of  their  columns.  It  is,  however, 
almost  needless  for  me  to  dwell  further  upon 
the  necessity  of  having  a  press  of  our  own 
in  this  day  of  newspapers  and  magazines. 

The  Publication  Committee  will  report  to 
you  concerning  the  literature  which  was  is- 
sued by  the  Federation  during  the  past 
year.  We  have  reason  to  believe  that- many 
misunderstandings  concerning  Zionism  were 
cleared  up  by  reason  of  this  literature,  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  that  we  shall  be  put  into 


possession  of  means  sufficiently  large  to 
enable  us  to  carry  on  bur  campaign  of  edu- 
cating the  Jews  of  this  country  up  to  Zion- 
ism. Among  other  things,  it  will  be  nec- 
essary to  publish  the  Handbook  on  Zion- 
ism, now  in  preparation,  and  to  distribute 
widely  and  free  of  charge,  tracts  and  leaf- 
lets dealing  with  the  various  phases  of  th^ 
Zionist  movement. 

We  must,  of  course,  carry  on  our  propa- 
ganda  by  means  of  meetings,  both  public 
and  private,  but  it  will  be  necessary  to  con- 
duct this  branch  of  our  work  in  accordance 
with  a  sensible  and  carefully  thought-out 
plan.  Talking  for  talking's  sake  is  never  A 
wise  thing;  and  whenever  a  mass  meeting 
is  held  it  must  have  some  definite  object 
in  view.  The  number  of  such  persons  as 
can  address  a  public  meeting  is  necessarily 
limited,  so  that  we  must  use  such  perssons 
to  the  best  advantage  of  the  movement  and 
with  least  inconvenience  to  the  speakers 
themselves.  For  this  reason  it  will  be  nec- 
essary for  the  Propaganda  Committee,  in 
conjunction  with  the  societies,  as  soon  as 
possible  to  work  out  a  tentative  program 
of  meetings  and  speakers  for  the  year.  Of 
course  this  program  v;ill  not  be  carried  out 
exactly  as  mapped  out,  because  it  is  the 
very  nature  of  many  mass  meetings  that 
they  are  occasioned  by  unforeseen  events. 
Propaganda  meetings,  furthermore,  in  large 
cities,  are  different  in  nature  from  those  in 
the  smaller  towns.  In  New  York,  for  ex- 
ample, besides  occasional  mass  meetings^ 
there  should  be  lectures,  followed  by  dis- 
cussions, at  least  once  a  week  at  a  fixed 
place  for  a  stated  season.  Here  our  oppo- 
nents might  have  the  opportunity  of  pre- 
senting their  views.  Such  meetings,  more- 
over, must  be  of  different  kinds  in  accord- 
ance with  the  nature  of  the  audience  to  be 
reached.  Besides  this,  the  different  sections 
of  a  large  city  must  be  provided  for.  It 
is  necessary,  too,  to  have  paid  propagand- 
ists and  organizers  who  shall  give  all  of 
their  energy  to  the  organization,  in  suitable 
forces,  of  the  Jews  of  the -large  cities  and 
the  smaller  places.  It  is  especially  for  the 
smaller  towns  that  paid  propagandists  and 
organizers    are   necessary.       The   Jews   in 
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smaller  towns  need  to  be  aroused  to  their 
duty  constantly.  They  have  not  the  intense 
Jewish  life  of  the  cities.  An  occasional 
speaker  is  refreshing  for  them.  Our  organ- 
ization could  do  a  great  work  if  it  under- 
stood how  properly  to  organize  the  Jews  in 
the  smaller  towns  of  the  country.  We 
could  bring  the  children,  in  particular,  under 
our  influence  by  various  means  which  are 
at  our  disposal;  The  Jews  of  the  smaller 
towns  will  do  much  for  that  movement  that 
tends  to  keep  their  children  true  to  their 
people.  The  splendid  plan  of  the  Herzl 
children  groups,  whereby  in  a  year  we 
might  organize  many  thousands  of  children, 
could  not  be  carried  out  by  us  because  of 
lack  of  means.  We  need  for  this  work 
the  man  and  the  money.  Perhaps  the  com- 
ing year  will  help  us  And  both. 

The  inner  life  of  our  societies,  further- 
snore,  requires  much  thought-out  care.  It 
is  often  easy  to  organize  a  society  and 
hard  to  keep  it  alive.  It  is  to  be  noted, 
however,  that  the  societies  are  very  eager 
to  respond  when  they  are  given  some 
chance  to  do  something  and  when  they  are 
shown  that  our  movement  really  is  alive. 

In  the  foregoing,  I  have  sketched  but  a 
small  part  of  a  large  plan  of  organization 
which  the  Zionist  movement  in  America  is 
bound  to  consider.  Many  additional  sec- 
tions might  with  advantage  be  added.  But 
I  believe  enough  has  been  said  to  show  that 
we  have  a  gigantic  task  before  us,  and  that, 
up  to  the  present  time,  we  have  only 
touched  the  surface  of  American  Jewish  life. 
It  is  necessary  for  us  to  reach  the  heart  of 
this  life.  It  should  be  taken  into  considera- 
tion that  the  points  mentioned  above  are  all 
within  the  bounds  of  possibility  for  us.  We 
have  much  latent  strength.  We  have  not 
had  the  ability,  however,  to  bring  this 
strength  into  full  play. 

It  would  be  superfluous  for  me  to  say  that 
this  work  needs  the  strength  of  a  man  who 
can  devote  all  of  his  time  and  thought  to  it 
It  will  never  do  to  depend  too  much  upon 
other  men  who  are  engaged  in  various  pur- 
suits. For  this  reason  a  paid  Secretary  ia 
a  great  necessity. 

If»  however,  a  paid  Secretary  be  not  a 


possibility  for  the  coming  year,  we  have  a 
right  to  demand  of  the  Zionists  that  they 
help  the  officers  of  the  Federation  in  the 
work  which  they  have  in  mind  to  do.  Our 
income  is  by  far  too  small  for  us  to  do  any 
large  work  with.  Nor  can  we  constantly 
look  to  the  societies  for  help.  For,  it  is 
not  to  our  discredit  if  we  say  that  most  of 
the  members  of  our  societies  are  men  and 
women  who  have  to  work  very  hard  for  a 
scanty  living.  Now,  besides  the  income 
from  societies,  there  is  the  possibility  of 
getting  a  large  number  of  persons  to  con- 
tribute $10  a  year  to  our  work.  For  this 
sum  we  send  The  Maccabaean  and  all 
the  literature  which  we  publish.  Several 
such  contributions  have  already  been  got- 
tfxi.  Surely  it  ought  not  to  be  at  all  too 
f  iBcult  to  get  500  such  contributors  in 
hew  York  City,  and  SOO  outside  of  New 
York,  each  district  to  be  allotted  its  por- 
tion of  subscribers. 

Another  means  of  increasing  the  income 
of  the  Federation  and  at  the  same  time  of 
spreading  the  Zionist  idea,  is  to  increase 
the  number  of  subscribers  to  The  Mac- 
cabaean. But  very  few  persons  realize 
the  devotion  with  which  Mr.  Lieberman 
and  Mr.  Livingstone  have  worked  for  The 
Maccabaean.  They  have  reduced  its  old 
debt  to  a  very  low  figure;  but,  more  than 
that,  they  have  placed  the  magazine  on  a 
paying  basis.  If  the  number  of  subscribers 
to  the  magazine  were  doubled,  the  Federa- 
tion, whose  property  the  magazine  is,  would 
receive  an  income  that  would  in  itself  go  a 
long  way  toward  paying  our  current  ex- 
penses. Besides  this,  the  editor  of  The 
Maccabaean  will  be  given  the  oppor- 
tunity of  making  the  magazine  a  genuine 
representative  of  our  movement  and  the 
best  testimony  of  the  fact  of  Renaissance 
in  Israel.  This  is  a  simple,  but  effective, 
means  of  helping  our  cause.  Let  but  each 
Shekel  payer  become  a  subscriber,  and  we 
shall  have  sufficient  income  from  The 
Maccabaean  to  meet  our  needs  as  out- 
lined above. 

I  regret  that  I  shall  not  be  in  attendance 
at  this  Convention.  At  the  time  of  your 
meeting  I  shall,  as  I  hope,  be  in  the  land 
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.of  our  heart's  desire,  in  Palestine,  whence 
I  expect  to  send  you  greetings.  I  have  now 
been  your  Secretary  for  two  years,  and  no 
one  knows  better  than  I  how  little  has  been 
done  for  our  movement  in  that  time.  I 
therefore  earnestly  appeal  to  the  Conven- 
tion to  do  what  it  can  toward  placing  the 
Federation  upon  a  basis  that  will  enable  it 
to  carry  out  its  noble  mission.  Let  us  in 
the  next  year  show  greater  results  than  in 
the  previous  decade.  Our  movement  can 
become  the  dominating  Jewish  force  in 
America.  The  time  is  now  ripe  for  it^ 
if  we  but  will. 

With  Z ion's  greetings, 

J.  L.  Magnes,  Secretary. 


THE  PALESTINE  COMMITTEE. 

Three  meetings  of  the  Palestine  Committee 
were  held  during  the  past  year.  The  work  of 
the  Committee  was  greatly  hampered  because 
of  the  impossibility  of  obtaining  the  services 
of  a  secretary  capable  of  keeping  the  accounts, 
^uid  conducting  the  correspondence  in  Yiddish 
and  in  English.  A  beginning  has,  nevertheless, 
been  made  for  active  work  for  the  support 
of  the  Palestinian  institutions  of  the  movement 
The  Committee  has  introduced  the  celebration 
of  the  fifteenth  day  of  Shebat  as  a  Jewish 
Arbor  Day  in  the  United  States.  On  this  day, 
meetings  are  held  and  funds  collected  in  the 
interests  of  the  Olive  Groves.  Judging  from 
the  initial  results,  the  Committee  believes  that 
the  institution  of  a  Jewish  Arbor  Day  will  be- 
come a  very  successful  means  of  propaganda. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  tours  by 
Mr.  David  Schub  throughout  the  country  un- 
der the  auspices  of  the  Palestine  Committee 
ior  special  propaganda  for  Palestinian  activi- 
ties. These  arrangements  have  been  made  with 
the  approval  of  Prof.  O.  Warburg,  Chairman 
of  the  Palestine  Commission.  If  the  organirtd 
Zionists  of  this  country  lend  Mr.  Schub  a  fair 
jneasure  of  co-operation,  there  need  be  no  diffi- 
culty in  raising  $10,000,  at  the  least,  in  one 
year.  Funds  for  these  purposes  need  not  be 
collected  from  Zionists  only,  but  from  all  Jews 
^ho  are  sympathetic  towards  the  development 
fof  Palestine  along  such  lines. 
.  The  Committee  would"  suggest  that  at  the 
coming  Convention,  a  committee  of  delegates 


be  appointed  to  interview  all  other  delegates, 
with  a  view  to  interesting  them  in  the  work 
of  Mr.  Schub;  and  thus  induce  them  to  ar- 
range meetings  for  Mr.  Schub  upon  their 
return  to  their  homes;  and  to  assist  him  in 
every  possible  manner  during  his  visits  to  their 
respective  cities. 

We  would  also  suggest  that  when  a  Chair- 
man of  the  Palestine  Committee  is  elected  by 
the  Convention,  a  capable  secretary  be  alie 
elected  at  the  same  time. 

E.  W.  LiwiN  Epstun, 

Chairman, 


REPORT  OF  PROPAGANDA  AND  OR- 
GANIZATION  COMMITTEE. 
That  the  Committee  on  Propaganda  and 
Organization  did  not  meet  expectations  is 
not  due  to  any  unwillingness  on  the  part 
of  its  Chairman,  but  entirely  to  personal 
circumstances  which  rendered  it  absolutely 
impossible  for  him  to  g^ive  to  this  most  im- 
portant branch  of  our  work  the  attention 
it  demands  and  deserves.  And  yet  it  might, 
with  propriety,  claim  that  it  did  accomplish 
something  of  moment,  and  point  to  the  suc- 
cessful tour  of  Dr.  Shmaryahu  Lewin, 
whose  lectures  and  whose  personality  did 
so  much  for  our  cause  in  this  country.  Your 
Chairman  had  this  project  in  mind  last  year, 
and  immediately  after  the  Convention  con- 
ferred privately  concerning  it  with  several 
members  of  the  Executive;  and  upon  his 
suggestion,  the  invitation  was  sent  to  our 
distinguished  guest.  The  immense  value  of 
Dr.  Lewin's  visit  is  conceded,  and  there  will 
doubtless  be  no  dissent  from  the  proposi- 
tion that  tours  of  so  dignified  a  character 
cannot  but  gain  new  sympathy  and  new 
adherents  to  our  movement  It  is  of  the 
utmost  urgency  that  the  Convention  devise 
ways  and  means  for  similar  tours  during 
the  course  of  the  next  few  years— devise 
ways  and  means  that  shall  assure  their  fi- 
nancial  as  well  as  moral  success.  It  is  con- 
ceded that  Dr.  Lewin's  tour  was  loosely 
managed.  The  plan  originally  conceived 
was  not  adhered  to  for  a  number  of  rea- 
sons, which  it  is  preferable  should  be  rele- 
gated to  the  unwritten  history  of  the  Fed- 
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eration.  Future  tours  should  be  carefully 
planned  in  advance,  and  the  plan  as  rigidly 
adhered  to  as  is  humanly  possible. 

As  Dr.  Lewin's  tour  constituted  the  chief 
feature  of  our  propaganda,  and  as  we  under- 
stand that  it  is  being  treated  in  considerable 
detail  in  the  Secretary's  report,  we  pass  on 
to  the  question  of  organization,  which  is 
all-important  It  is  doubtless  freely  recog- 
nized that  our  organization,  as  at  present 
constituted,  is  entirely  unsatisfactory.  The 
relationship  between  the  societies  and  the 
councils  and  the  Federation  is  of  the  loos- 
est character.  In  other  words,  the  organ- 
ization is  neither  responsive  nor  disciplined. 
The  mandates  of  the  Convention,  the  reso- 
lutions of  the  Executive  Committee  and  of 
the  Councils,  are  not  enforcible  except  by 
the  courtesy  and  the  willingness  of  the  so- 
cieties. The  fulfillment  of  any  project,  the 
carrying  out  of  any  plan,  is  problematical. 
The  consequence  is  a  waste  of  energy  and 
financial  straits.  To  my  mind,  it  is  neces- 
sary that  the  Federation  rest  on  a  basis  of 
good  organization  for  the  reason  that  it  is 
a  test  of  the  ability  of  Jews  to  govern  them- 
selves, and  yield  to  an  organization  of 
which  they  are  the  sanctioning  power.  It  is 
so,  in  truth.  The 'organized  Zionist  move- 
ment is  the  prJVing-ground  of  the  Jew's 
self-governing  ability;  and  the  Federation 
should  be  so  constituted,  first,  as  to  train 
its  members  in  the  art  of  self-government; 
and,  secondly,  as  forever  to  silence  the  oft- 
reiterated  sneer  by  Jews  that  Jews  cannot 
govern  themselves.  Your  Committee, 
therefore,  recommends  that  this  Convention 
name  a  committee  to  draft  a  plan  of  organ- 
ization to  take  the  place  of  our  present  con- 
stitution; that  this  committee  proceed  to 
its  task  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  and 
that  its  plan,  when  ready,  shall  be  submit- 
ted to  all  of  the  societies,  which  shall  in- 
struct their  delegates  at  the  Convention  of 
1908,  as  to  how  to  vote  on  this  plan,  and 
what  amendments,  if  any,  to  offer;  and  that 
the  plan,  as  adopted  in  1908,  shall  go  into 
effect  on  September  1,  1908,  and  be  binding 
upon  all  of  the  societies. 

A.  H.  Fromenson,  Chairman, 


REPORT  OF  JEWISH  COLONIAL     . 
TRUST  COMMITTEE, 

Since  this  Committee's  last  report,  it  has 
made  further  inquiries  with  reference  to 
the  organzation  in  the  City  of  New  York, 
of  a  branch  of  the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust 
Co.  of  London,  and  it  respectfully  submits 
the  following  additional  report: 

The  most  important  question  for  this 
Committee  to  determine  was,  whether  or 
not  the  banking  laws  of  the  City  of  New 
York  permitted  a  closing  of  the  banking 
business  on  Saturday  and  all  Hebrew  holi- 
days, in  order  to  come  within  the  rules  of 
the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust  Co.  of  London. 

That  accordingly,  this  committee  submit- 
ted this  question  for  opinion  to  Dr.  J.  Gold- 
man, a  reliable  attorney,  who  is  thoroughly 
familiar  with  the  banking  laws  of  this  state; 
that  upon  thorough  investigation,  he  finally 
reported  that  the  Superintendent  of  Banks 
of  this  City,  would  under  no  circumstances, 
authorize  the  granting  of  a  Charter  to  the 
Jewish  Colonial  Trust  Co.,  to  do  business  in 
this  State  unless  the  bank  would  open  and 
transact  business  on  Saturday  and  all  He- 
brew holidays,  and  would  in  all  other  re- 
spects, comply  with  the  banking  laws  of 
this  State. 

After  careful  consideration,  our  attorney 
reported  that  in  order  to  have  the  Superin- 
tendent issue  a  Charter  to  the  Jewish  Co- 
lonial Trust  Co.,  and  to  permit  it  to  close  its 
banking  business  on  Saturday  and  all  He- 
brew Holidays,  a  special  act  of  the  Legisla- 
ture would  be  necessary. 
.  That  accordingly  your  Committee  endeav- 
ored to  procure  the  enactment  of  such  a  law. 
Dr.  Adolph  M.  Radin  personally  called  at  Al- 
bany and  consulted  with  Senator  Page  with 
reference  to  the  enactment  of  such  a  law. 
That  Dr.  Radin  was  informed  by  the  Sena- 
tor that  it  was  then  too  late  for  the  Session 
to  introduce  any  new  bills  and  that  he 
deemed  it  advisable  to  postpone  the  sub- 
mission of  such  a  bill  until  the  next  Session 
of  the  Legislature, 

Your  Committee  further  reports  that  at 
the  next  Session  of  the  Legislature  it  will 
submit  a  bill  authorizing  the  issuance  of  a 
Charter  to  the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust  Co., 
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to  Open  and  maintain  a  branch  in  the  City 
of  New  York,  and  permit  the  closing  of  its 
banking  business  on  Saturday  and  all  He- 
brew Holidays. 

Your  Committee  further  reported  that  at 
present  it  has  subscriptions  aggregating 
about  Thirty  Thousand  ($30,000.00)  Dollars, 
for  the  stock  of  the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust 
Co.,  and  expects  that  when  it  is  ready  to 
open  its  branch  for  business  that  the  entire 
capital  stock  will  be  subscribed  for. 

With  Zion's  greetings. 
Yours  truly, 

N.  Prensky,  Chairman. 


REPORT  OF  NATIONAL  FUND  COM- 
MITTEE. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Chairman  of 
the  National  Fund  Committee  assumed  his 
duties  rather  late  in  the  year,  which  necessi- 
tated a  reorganization  of  the  said  commit- 
tee, it  was  almost  impossible  to  effect  any 
new  comprehensive  scheme  for  the  gather- 
ing of  funds  in  America  for  the  National 
Fund.  Beginnings  indeed  were  made,  and 
plans  formulated  which,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  Committee,  might  be  fruitful  of  great 
results;  but  owing  to  the  fact  that  these 
plans  have  not  as  yet  been  tested,  it  would 
be  unfair  to  detail  them  in  this  report.  The 
Chairman  of  the  National  Fund  Committee 
is  prepared  to  hand  these  plans  over  to  his 
successor  in  office,  and,  further,  is  willing 
to  co-operate  with  him  in  this  work. 

During  the  last  fiscal  year  the  sale  of 
National  Fund  stamps  amounted  to 
$2^52.50;  National  Fund  donations, 
$2,472.57;  Golden  Book  entries,  $2,202.59; 
total,  $6,927.66. 

Quite  a  number  of  societies  have  adopted 
the  plan  of  sending  instalments  to  the 
Federation  office,  on  account  of  Golden 
Book  entries;  these  entries  being  made 
when  payments  are  complete. 

Two  hundred  National  Fund  boxes  have 
been  distributed  as  an  experiment.  Five 
hundred  more  have  been  ordered  from  the 
National  Fund  Committee.  There  seems 
to  be  a  good  demand  for  these  boxes,  and 
the  Convention's  attention  is  called  to  this 
popular  form  of  gathering  of  money  for  the 


National  Fund.  Since  the  stamps  have 
been  gummed  and  placed  in  booklets  by 
the  Federation,  the  sale  of  the  stamps  was 
increased  to  a  great  degree.  These  Na- 
tional Fund  booklets  are  issued  in  the  same 
style  as  the  stamps  issued  by  the  United 
States  Government,  in  books  of  50  and  100, 
thus  making  it  convenient  for  the  business 
man  to  carry  them  about  with  him.  Since 
the  gumming  of  the  stamps  there  can  now 
be  no  excuse  for  any  Zionist  for  not  using 
them  on  every  possible  occasion. 

A  resolution  will  be  introduced  at  the 
Convention  concerning  the  holding  of  gen- 
eral National  Fund  collections  from  Tisha 
B'av  to  Shabbos  Nachmoo,  July  21-27.  It 
is  recommended  to  the  Convention  that 
this  resolution  be  passed  and  that  collec- 
tions be  made  by  all  societies  during  these 
days.  A  pamphlet  issued  by  the  National 
Fund  Commission,  on  the  aims  and  charac- 
ter of  the  National  Fund,  has  been  trans- 
lated and  will  be  printed  and  circulated  in 
time  for  the  Nationalist  Fund  collection. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Elias  Margolis,  Chairman. 


THE  PUBLICATION  COMMITTEE 
In  making  its  report,  thj^  Publication  Com- 
mittee may  subdivide  its  work  into  three  parts ; 
First,  its  efforts  to  establish  a  Yiddish  weekly 
publication;  second,  its  press  agitation;  and, 
third,  the  publication  of  pamphlets,  leaflets, 
etc. 

Mr.  S.  Abel  was  appointed  to  consider  the 
various  propositions  adopted  at  the  last  con- 
vention for  the  establishment  of  a  Yiddish 
weekly.  His  report,  covering  that  subject,  is 
herewith  appended. 

For  a  period  of  six  months,  the  Publication 
Committee  sent  out  regularly  to  the  American 
Jewish  press,  at  intervals  of  seven  days,  news 
items  and  articles  of  Zionistic  value.  This  news 
service  was  utilized  by  the  entire  press  with  but 
few  exceptions,  and  served  to  keep  Zionism  be- 
fore the  American  public  It  is  to  be  iicgretted 
that  it  is  necessary  for  our  organization  to 
act  as  news  correspondent  for  the  Jewish  peri- 
odicals; it  is  obvious  that  it  is  their  own  busi- 
ness to  keep  a  record  of  the  news;  but  the 
American  Jewish  press  is  also  a  victim  of  the 
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ihdiflFerencc  of  the  Jewish  public,  and  the  sup-  mitted  by  The  Maccabaean  and  the  Federa- 

port  given  it  does  not  permit  the  employment  tion  office,  that  Zionist  societies  do  not  place 

of  journalists  to  cover  all  the  news  for  Jewish  much  reliance  upon  the  value  of  literature  for 

interest,  not  to  say  of  a  Zionistic  interest.  propaganda.    This  is  an  error,  for  the  litera- 

Owing,  however,  to  a  development  in  Ameri-  ture  we  distribute,  if  it  be  good,  abides,  while 

can  Jewish  life  of  large  importance,  this  branch  the  mass  meetings  we  arrange  at  large  cost 

of  the  Publication  Committee's  work  was  not  pass  away  and  soon  are  forgotten.    We  suggest 

required  during  the  latter  part  of  the  winter  that  our  Zionists  make  an  effort  to  distribute 

and  the  early  spring.     The  controversy  aris-  the   literature   we   have  brought  out   in   the 

tng  out  of  the  forced  resignation  of  three  Zion-  English  language  tmder  such  adverse  cirucm- 

ist  professors  from  the  Hebrew  Union  College  stances. 

filled  the  Jewish  press  with  the  Zionist  issue,  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  greater  part  of  our 

and  your  Committed  sat  back  in  its  easy  chair  publications  are  not  historical  or  belletristic, 

and  let  things  take  their  normal  course,  occa-  but  polemic  in  their  purpose.    This  it  was  im- 

sionally  obtaining  wider  publicity  for  certain  possible  to  avoid,  for  the  past  year  has  been 

contributions  to  the  controversy,  but  forcing  one  of  controversy,  and  controversy  especially 

nothing  upon  the  publishers.  with  the  non-Zionist  Jews.   The  reform  issue, 

During  the   year   the   following   pamphlets  which  presented  important  manifestations  in  the 

were  published  and  distributed:  elements  opposing  Zionism,  was  one  we  could 

Copies,  not  avoid,  and  that  had  to  be  fought  as  long  as 

Zionism,  Its  History  and  Aims,  by  Max  the  anti-Zionist  reformers  held  to  their  un- 

Nordau 5,000  adulterated  mission  theory  and  their  unquali- 

ZioNiSM,    A    Statement,    by    Solomon  fied  opposition  to  Zionism.     We  are  of  the 

Schechter    3,000  opinion  that  that  controversy  may  now  be  left 

A  Statement  to  the  Christian  World.    4,000  to  Uke  care  of  itself. 

Zionism  and  Reform  Judaism,  by  Max  We  have  before  us  but  one  other  question  to 

Schloessinger  3,000  settle  to  the  satisfaction  of  American  Jews, 

Ten   Years  of  Zionism,   Yiddish   and  which  is,  the  problems  involved  in  the  consid- 

English   10,000  eration  of  Zionism  and  American  patriotism. 

The  Pinkas,  in  Yiddish 3,000  A  large  amount  of  superfluous  arid  timid,  al- 

Schechter's  Zionism,  in  Yiddish 1,500  niost  cowardly,  talk  has  been  indulged  in  by 

In  addition,  several  leaflets  were  gotten  out  Zionists  and  non-Zionists  on  this  important 

for   the    Palestine    Committee,   and    National  question,  and  it  is  of  great  importance  that  a 

Fund  leaflets  and  slips  were  also  printed.    Cop-  careful  study  be  made  of  the  problem  stated 

ies  of  our  publication  were  sent  to  Zionist  so-  with  a  view  to  setting,  frankly,  and  without 

cieties,  to  prominent  Jews  in  this  country,  to  fear,   the  principles   therein   involved.     Your 

members  of  the  American  Jewish  Committee,  committee  therefore  recommends  that  it  be- 

and  to  members  of  Congress.  •  come   the   sense   of   this   Convention   that   a 

In  addition,  the  Publication  Committee  has  pamphlet  or  book  be  prepared  covering  the 

been  consulted  in  the  publication  of  various  subject,  from  an  American  point  of  view  for 

pamphlets  by  The  Maccabaean  Publishing  Co.  American  Jews. 

It  was  also  instrumental  in  securing  publicity  With  the  recommended  disposition  of  this 

in  the  Jewish  press  for  a  number  of  articles  subject,  it  is  advisable,  in  the  opinion  of  your 

bearing  on  Zionism.  Committee,  that  less  polemic  literature  be  is- 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  Zionists  do  not  util-  sued  by  the  Federation  and  that  more  attention 

ize  the  literary  productions  of  the  movement  be  paid  to  subjects  of  a  belletristic  or  historical 

in  their  propaganda.    We  have  provided  cata-  nature.     Zionism  does  not  win  adherents  by 

logues  of  works  of  interest  to  Zionism,  and  controversy.     Controversy    merely    intensifies 

have  had  them  distributed  by  The  Macca-  preconceived   ideas,  and  solidifies  opposition. 

BAEAN,  but  it  is  evident,  from  the  reports  sub-  Zionism  must  appeal  to  the  Jews  whose  minds 
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are  open,  who  have  n6t  identified  themselves 
as  partisan^  with  any  one 'issue  in  Jewish  life. 
It  can  hope  for  little  from  the  war  of  words, 
which  so  largely  dominates  the  Zionistic  world 
of  the  East  of  Europe.  To  this  end,  light  es- 
says, historical  and  biographical,  stories  and 
poems,  judiciously  selected,  and  carefully  in- 
spired, will  serve  to  bring  to  us  the  rising  gen- 
eration. 

This  literature  will  color  their  outlook  on 
life,  and  inspire  them  with  ideals  of  the  future 
of  Jewish  life;  the  theories,  the  inner  ques- 
tions, may  be  left  to  formulate  themselves  ia 
the  mind  of  each  believer.  We  need  less  of 
intellectual  abstractions,  intellectual  sophistica- 
tion, and  more  of  the  fervor  of  belief. 

In  conclusion,  I  wish  to  thank  Mr.  S.  Abel 
for  his  conscientious  and  self-sacrificing  devo- 
tion to  the  duty  intrusted  to  him  in  the  matter 
of  the  Yiddish  press  fund. 

Louis  Lipsky, 
Chairman. 


YIDDISH  PUBLICATION  COMMITTEE 
At  the  request  of  Mr.  Louis  Lipsky,  chair- 
man of  the  Publication  Committee,  I  agreed 
to  serve  on  his  committee  with  the  understand- 
ing that  I  should  give  special  attention  to  a 
proposition,  carried  at  the  last  convention,  re- 
garding the  purchase  of  Die  Yiddishe  Fohn  by 
our  Federation.  Upon  my  return  to  New 
York,  five  Zionists,  who  constituted  the  Press 
Committee  of  the  New  York  Zionist  Council, 
were  added  to  our  committee,  and  after  a  few 
meetings  it  was  unanimously  decided  to  drop 
the  Fohn  proposition  entirely.  This  conclu- 
sion was  reached  as  a  result  of  an  investigation, 
which  showed  that  statements  made  at  the  last 
convention  unofficially  by  the  owner  of  the 
Fohn  as  to  the  assets  and  liabilities  of  tfitt 
paper,  as  well  as  to  the  cost  of  publishing 
same,  were  not  correct,  and  that  the  amount 
required  for  continuing  that  publication  was 
much  larger  than  what  it  had  appeared  at  the 
convention.  It  also  developed  that  unless  the 
publication  was  taken  over  immediately  by  the 
Federation,  it  would  lose  its  privilege  of  sec- 
ond-class mail  matter.  In  addition  to  this,  the 
New  York  Zionists,  many  of  whom  have  been 
agitating  for  the  preservation  of  the  Fohn  be- 


fore and  during  the  convention,  seemed  to  b© 
entirely  inditferent  to  the  fate  of  this  publica-* 
tion  after  the  convention;  neither  were  there 
received  any  of  the  small  amounts  promised  by 
a  number  of  delegates  at  the  convention  for  the 
purchase  of  the  paper. 

After  the  Fohn  proposition  had  thus  been 
dropped,  the  Publication  Committee,  and  after- 
wards the  Federation  Executive,  accepted  a( 
proposition  made  by  the  Press  Committee  of 
the  New  York  Council,  that  an  appeal  be  made 
to  the  Zionists  of  the  country  for  a  $5,000 
fund  for  a  good  weekly  Yiddish  publication; 
The  first  circular  to  this  effect  was  mailed  t6 
the  societies,  together  with  subscription  lists, 
by  the  end  of  October,  1906.  A  second  appeal 
from  the  committee  appeared  in  the  Pinkos,  in 
December,  and  a  third  appeal  was  again  is- 
sued in  the  earlier  part  of  May.  From  the  at- 
tached lists  it  will  be  seen  that  up  to  this  date 
there  were  received  $286.30  in  cash,  of 
which  $185  came  from  New  York  and  only 
$101.30  from  all  the  country  councils  and 
societies.  We  have  also  promises,  which  we 
consider  as  good  for  $190.  In  addition  to 
this,  there  is  in  the  treasury  of  the  New  York 
Council  a  sum  recently  contributed  by  New 
York  societies,  and  not  yet  turned  over  to  the 
treasurer  of  the  Federation. 

When  the  appeal  for  the  $5,000  fund  was 
decided  upon,  the  committee  also  accepted  my 
suggestion  that  in  the  meantime  a  Yiddish  bul- 
letin, under  the  name  Pinkos,  be  issued  at 
short  intervals,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the 
Yiddish  reading  Zionists  informed  and  en- 
lightened about  the  more  important  events  in 
our  movement.  As  it  set  forth  in  the  only 
Pinkos  issued,  this  publication  could  not  be 
carried  on  at  the  expense  of  the  Press  Fund 
The  societies  were  therefore  requested  in  a 
special  circular,  and  afterwards  through  the 
Pinkos,  to  send  in  their  subscriptions  for  the 
Pinkos  in  advance.  Owing  to  the  tardiness  of 
the  societies  in  complying  with  this  request,  the 
Pinkos  could  not  be  issued  before  the  end  of 
November.  It  took  the  societies  about  six 
weeks  after  the  publication  of  the  Pinkos  to 
take  up  all  the  three  thousand  copies  printed,^ 
and  as  to  orders  for  the  second  issue,  there 
came  in  less  than  $25,  which  was  less  than 
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a  third  /of  the  cost  of  publication,  within  the 
next  three  Qionths.  In  addition  to  this,  the 
New  York  members  of  the  committee,  main- 
tained during  most  of  the  time  an  almost  en- 
tirely indifferent  attitude  toward  the  Pinkos, 
as  well  as  toward  the  Fund  Work.  As  a  pub- 
lication of  the  character  of  the  Pinkos  becomes 
valueless  unless  it  is  published  at  least  every 
six  or  eight  weeks,  a  continuance  of  this  pub- 
lication tmder  the  circumstances  above  de- 
scribed  was  not  warranted,  and  the  issuing 
of  the  second  Pinkos  had  to  be  dropped  after 
most  of  the  material  for  the  book  had  already 
been  placed  in  the  printer's  hands.  The  re- 
ceipts from  the  only  Pinkos  published  netted 
a  profit  of  several  dollars,  which  proved  that 
this  publication  had  the  material  basis  for  de- 
veloping into  something  very  useful,  and  it  is 
the  more  to  be  regretted  that  it  had  to  be 
dropped  because  of  the  indifference  of  the  so- 
cieties and  the  lack  of  willing  workers. 

However,  by  the  end  of  the  winter,  some 
members  of  the  Hatechija,  of  New  York,  came 
forward  to  work  for  the  Fund,  and  succeeded, 
with  the  help  of  the  New  York  Council,  to  col- 
lect a  sum  in  cash,  which  is  still  in  the  treas- 
ury of  the  Council. 

Although  the  response  to  our  appeal  that  has 
come  so  far  from  societies  and  individuals  is 
far  from  encouraging,  I  am  nevertheless  con- 
vinced of  the  possibility  of  collecting  the  re- 
quired amount  within  a  reasonable  period  of 
time,  provided,  of  course,  that  sincere  Zionists 
who  fully  tmderstand  the  importance  of  a  Yid- 
dish organ,  make  a  combined  effort  towards 
that  end.  To  facilitate  the  collection  of  the 
Fund,  I  beg  to  recommend  to  the  convention, 
in  the  name  of  my  committee,  that  the  forma- 
tion of  a  stock  company  with  $5.00  shares  be 
authorized  by  this  convention  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  on  the  publication  of  a  Yiddish 
weekly ;  that  each  society  be  asked  by  this  con- 
vention to  purchase  not  less  than  five  shares  at 
$5.00  each  within  the  next  five  months;  that 
after  such  company  has  been  organized,  every 
society  or  individual  shall  receive  a  number  of 
shares  equivalent  to  the  amount  of  money  con- 
tributed by  them  to  the  Press  Fund. 

Respectfully   submitted, 
S.  Abel. 


REPORT  OF  CREDENTIALS  COMMIT- 
TEE. 
The   Committee   on   Credentials   submits 
the   following   names   of   delegates,   whose 
credentials  have  been  approved: 
Atlanta,  Ga. 

Ahawath  Zion — George  Tunkle,  H.  Jacobs* 
Boston,  Mass. 
Daughters    of  Zion— Miss    Dora    Sperlings 

Senator  Edward  J.  Bromberg. 
Sons  of  Ziofi — Noah  B.  Levine. 
Theo.   Herzl  Zion    Soc — Myron    Halpern^ 

Isidor  Niditch. 
Defenders  of  Zion — ^Julius  Meyer. 
Zion  Literary  Society — ^Jacob  De  Haas. 
Baltimore,  Md. 
Daughters  of  Zion — Katie  Fineman,  Jennie 
R.  Roddy,  Mignon  Levin,  David  Blond- 
heim. 
Ezrath  Chovevi  Zion— L  B.  Brodie. 
Zion  Ass'n — Chas.  W.  London,  Sol.  Blue- 
stein. 
Bridgeport^  Conn. 

Bnai  Zion — ^Jacob  Landsberg. 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 
Present    without    recommendations.      Dues*. 

$15.75;  Shekel,  $13.25. 
Zionist  League — S.  P.  Abelow,  Michael  Sa- 
lit. 
Brownsville,  N.  Y. 

Degel  Zion— S.  F.  Friedman. 
Cincinnati,  O. 
Cin.  Zionist  Society— Henry  Malter,  Nathan 
T.  Isaacs,  Rebecca  F.  Isaacs. 
Cleveland,  O. 
Ezrath  Chovevi  Zion— Dr.  B.  Levenberg. 
Sisters  of  Zion— Mrs.  B.  Levenberg. 
Tiphcreth  Zion— Samuel  Silbert 
Denver,  Colo. 

Hope  of  Zion— Rabbi  C.  H.  Kauvar. 
Elmira,  N.  Y. 
Daughters  of  Zion— Miss  Fannie  Roberts^ 
Miss  Anna  H.  Marks. 
Ft.  Worth,  Tex. 

Ahawath  Zion,  Rabbi  Joseph  Jasin. 
San  Antonio,  Tex. 

Bnai  Zion— Robbi  Joseph  Jasin. 
Waco,  Tex. 
Ezrath  Zion— Rabbi  Joseph  Jasin. 
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Dallas,  Tex. 

Chovevi  Zion — Rabbi  Joseph  Jasin. 
Austin,  Tex. 

Workers  of  Zion — Rabbi  J.  Fricdlander. 
HoLYOKB,  Mass. 

Rodphey  Sholem  Zion — Bcnj.  Silverman. 
Haktford,  Conn. 

Bnai  Zion — ^Bamett  Seltzer. 
Jersey  City,  N.  J. 
Zerubabel     Zion     Literary— Rabbi      Jacob 
Goodman,  Harry  Science. 
Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Dr.  Herzl  Zion  Soc. — D.  B.  Sokolow. 
Los  Angeles,  Cal. 

Yowig  Zionists'  Ass'n — M.  Block. 
Louisvil'  e,  Ky. 
Sons  and  Daughters  of  Zion — S.  Shapinsky. 
Mebhabsereth  Zion — ^J.  D.  Wolkow,  Miss  G. 
Shapinsky. 
Minneapolis,  Minn. 
Bnai  Theodore  Zion  Soc — Moses  S.  Win- 
throp. 
Norfolk,  Va. 

Bnai  Zion  Alliance — ^J.  Saks. 
Portsmouth,  Va. 

American  Zionists — ^J.  Saks. 
New  Britain,  Conn. 

Sons  of  Zion — N.  Hirsch. 
Newark,  N.  J. 

Bnai  and  Bnoth  Zion— L.  A.  Kohn. 
New  York. 
Hatechij a— Israel  Maltin,  M.  Brodsky. 
Zion  Circle— Alex.   Cohen,  Miriam  Lewin- 

Epstein. 
Zion  Benevolent  Society— Dr.  S.  Mosesson, 

P.  Rubin. 
Young  Am.  Zionist — M.  Levine,  Rev.  Max 

Raisin. 
Zionist  Society  Columbia  Univ. — Herman  A. 

Rubenowitz. 
Nordau  Zionist  Soc— Chas.  Passman. 
Bnai  and  Bnoth    Zion    Kadimah— Herman 

Gitelson. 
Friends  of  Zion— Nathan  Chasan,  Chas.  Ge- 

duld. 
Zion's  Kaempfer— Dr.  Ch.  Wortsmann. 
Zion  Ass'n,  G.  N.  Y.— S.  Abel,  Dr.  H.  J. 
Epstein,  Rev.  H.  Masliansky,  Dr.   Israel 
Friedlander. 
Atereth  Zion— Nat.  J.  Yohalem,  M.  Berlo- 
witz. 


Young  Austro-Hungarian  Zionist  Society — 

Sam.  Schwartz,  Chas.  Fuhrgang. 
C.  K.  Poale  Zion — M.  Goodman. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
Aids  of  Zion — Dr.  Ch.  Wortsmann,  L.  Fein- 
berg. 
Zion  Society — Dr.  Benj.  L.   Singer,  David 

Schneeberg. 
Bnai  Zion — W.  A.  Greenberg. 
Friends  of  Zion — Dr.  B.  L.  Gordon,  Bernard 

Harris,  Sol.  Frank,  D.  L.  Saks. 
Maccabaean  Zion  Soc. — David  B.  Ticrkel,  N. 

F.  Lisan. 
Young  Daughters  of  Zion — Ray  Ruderman. 
Pittsburg,  Pa. 
Zionist  Council— Rabbi  R.   I.   Coffee,  Mrs. 
Henry   Jackson,   Mrs.    B.    Davis,    M.   L. 
Avnef. 
Providence,  R.  I. 

Patriots  of  Zion — Isaac  Moses. 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 
Zion  Endeavorers — ^A.  Posner,  Rev.  Bleck- 

man,  Fannie  Rivkin,  Israel  Schoenberg. 
Sons  and  Daughters  of  Zion — Anna  Richard- 
son. 
Chevra  Bnai  Zion— Rabbi  D.  Ginsburg,  L. 
Berman,  Isaac  Posner. 
Stamford,  Conn. 
L'Maan  Zion— H.  Newstad;  H.  Carp  (alter- 
nate). 
Syracuse,  N.  Y. 
Kadiham— Rabbi  A.  M.  Herschman. 
Syracuse  Zion  Soc. — S.  D.  Solomon. 
Troy,  N.  Y. 
Herzl  Literary  Soc— Rabbi  H.  M.  Lasker. 
Chovevi  Zion— H.  Kuschewsky,  S.  Lewis,  J. 
R.  Gold. 
Washington,  D.  C. 
Young    People's    Union    of    Zion— Nathan 
Cohen,  Miss  Ida  Harmel. 
Chicago,  III. 
K.  of  Zion— Leon  Zolotkoff. 
The  Committee  begs  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing recommendations  in  special  and  ir- 
regular cases: 

I.  That  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of 
a  special  agreement  that  has  existed  for 
several  years  between  the  Chevra  Bnai  Zion 
of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  and  the  Federa* 
tion,  in  consideration  of  their  maintain- 
ing   a    library,    the    three    delegates    of    the 
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Chevra  Bnai  Zion,  a  society  of  100  mem- 
bers, Shekel  fully  paid,  and  $10  having  been 
paid  as  Federation  tax,  be  seated;  but,  that 
said  agreement  shall  cease  from  this  time. 

II.  That  Rabbi  C.  H.  Kauvar,  of  Denver, 
be  seated  as  delegate  of  the  junior  societies, 
Hope  of  Zion  and  Buds  of  Zion,  of  Denver, 
Col.,  the  Committee  having  accepted  his 
statement  that  he  was  duly  elected  by  those 
societies,  but  that  such  election  was  not 
formally  reported. 

XXL  That  Mr.  Morris  Alexander,  of  Cape 
Town,  S.  A.,  who  has  been  very  active  on 
behalf  of  our  cause  in  South  Africa,  be 
elected  an  honorary  delegate  to  this  Con- 
vention. 

The  Committee  further  begs  to  submit, 
for  the  consideration  of  the  Convention,  the 
following  case: 

The  Zionist  League  of  Brooklyn,  having 
paid  Federation  dues  for  63  members,  and 
having  collected  $13.25  for  Shekolim,  had 
applied  to  the  Federation  for  a  subcharter 
about  a  week  ago,  but  same  has  not,  as  yet, 
been  granted  to  them.  This  society  has 
duly  elected  two  delegates,  both  of  whom 
are  present,  and  ask  to  be  seated. 

S.  Abel,  Chairman, 
M.  Brotsky, 
S.  D.  Solomons, 
Nathan  S.  Isaacs, 
N.  Chasan. 


COMMITTEE  ON  EDUCATION, 
The  above  Committee  was  formed  and  X  was 
elected  its  chairman  at  the  last  Zionist  Con- 
vention, from  which  X  was  absent.  I  have 
never  received  any  information  as  to  the  duties 
of 'that  Committee  or  the  work  it  was  sup- 
posed to  undertake.  I  understand  that  an  or- 
ganization was  planned  which  would  have  fal- 
len within  the  scope  of  a  Committee  on  Edu- 
cation, but  that  plan  was  never  realized.  I 
consequently  have  nothing  to  report,  and  can 
only  ask  to  be  relieved  from  my  post,  which  is 
merely  nominal. 

Respectfuly  submitted, 

Israel  Friedlander, 

Chairman. 


RECEIPTS  AND  DISBURSEMENTS 

OF   THE 

FEDERATION    OF 

AMERICAN    ZIONISTS, 
JiTNE  19,  1906-June  18,  1907. 

FEDERATION  ACCOUNT. 
Income. 

Balance  (June  19,  '06) $242  16 

Federation  Dues   1802  09 

Sub-charters    105  00 

Special    Membership    Dues 700  00 

Administration    Fund    701  78 

Literature    70  21 

Donation   for   Literature 19  00 

Convention    Income    (1906) 56161 

Income   Hunter   Meeting 126  00 

National    Fund   Boxes 42  00 

Interest   on   Bank   Account 34  82 

Annual  Subscription   5  00 

Share-Books    5  00 

Gas  Deposit  Refund  4  10 

^18  77 
Disbursements. 

Office    Salaries    $1231  00 

Rent    425  00 

Printing    323  75 

Petty    Cash 820  00 

Loans  Repaid    651  55 

Literature 279  90 

Convention  Expense  (1906) 132  84 

Convention  Expense   (1907) 30  00 

Office  Furniture    88  37 

Typewriter  Rental    32  50 

Auditing    37  50 

National    Fund    Boxes 32  29 

Maccabaean  Publishing  Co.  (in  set- 
tlement  of   account) 1185 

Telephone    60  70 

Translation    6  00 


Balance,  on  Federation  Account. 


$4163  25 
$255  52 


TRANSFERABLE  ACCOUNT. 

Income. 

Brought  Forward,  June  19,  1906. . . .     $612  26 

Shekel   Tax    1383  04 

Shekel  Collection, 

(Balances    1905-6) 523  50 

Shekel   Collection,    1906-7 2829  95 
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Income,  Shekel   Printing 19  75 

Teruma   Collection, 

(Balances    1905-6) 25  SO 

Lcwin  Expense  Fund 1463  97 

Palestine  School  Fund 1333  68 

Lewin  Palestine  Trip  Fund 450  00 

National  Fund  4725  07 

Golden  Book  Entries 2022  59 

J.  C  T.  Shares 881  20 

Yiddish  Pub.  Fund 260  35 

Pinkos    95  05 

Olive  Tree   Fund 1  SO 

$16627  41 


Disbursements, 
Remittances    to    Actions    Committee 

on     Accotmt     of     Shekel     and 

Teruma : 

By   Cash    $3577  67 

By   Special   Rebate 577  66 

By    Printing    88  25 

By   Clippings    16  50 

By  Shekel  Cut 6  00  $4266  08 

Lewin  Expense  Fund 2356  69 

Lewis   Palestine  Trip 800  00 

National   Fund    4725  07 

Golden   Book   Entries 1903  84 

J.  C.  T.  Shares 881  20 

Olive  Tree   Fund 20  50 

Pinkos    83  25' 

Yiddish   Pub.  Fund 9  75 

Travelling  tax   1  00 


Balance,  on  Transferable  Acct. 


$15056  38 
.  $1571  03 


RECAPITULATION    PETTY    CASH 
ACCOUNT, 

Balance,  June  19,  '06 $41  72 

Cash  Advanced  820  00    $861  72 


Postage    284  53 

Office  Expense  (Stationery, 

Gas,    etc) 330  66 

Cablegrams    66  33 

Errand  Boy    73  00 

Janitor   Service    24  00 

Expressage    32  34 

Telegrams    23  46 

Carfares    12  09     846  41 

Balance  IS  31 

$861  72 

GENERAL    RECAPITULATION. 

Fed.    Income    $4418  77 

Fed.   Disbursements   ....        4163  25 

Balance,    in   hand $255  52 

Transf.    Income    . , $16627  41 

Transf.   Disbursements   . . .  15056  38 

Balance  in  hand 1571  OJ 

Total,  in  hand $1826  55 

Fed.  Income  $4418  77 

Transf.  Income  16627  41  21046  18 

Fed.  Disbursements   4163  25 

Transf.  Disbursements   . . .  15056  38  19219  63 

Total,    in   hand .% $1826  55 

The  above  figures  are  correct, 
John  Hibsch, 
Prop,  of  the  Commereiol  Audit 
ond  Accounting  Co., 

547  Broadway, 
New  York^ 
Signed,  Henry  Jackson,  Treasurer. 
/UNE  19,  1907. 
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Intending  purchasers  of  a 
stricdy  Brst-class  Piano 
should     not    fail    to 
examine  the  merits  of 

THE    WORI^O    RENO-WNED 

SOBSiES 

It  it  the  special  favorite  of  the  refined  and  cultured  musical  public  on  account  of  its  unsurpassed 
tone-qualitv,  unequalled  durability,  elegance  of  design  and  finish.   Catalogue  mailed  on  application. 
Special  Desigfns  made  to  order  to  conform  with  any  period. 

Tla«  Solam«v*C*oiliaA  lAsid«  Iflmirmr  S^r^mmmmm  All  Otla«rs 
FaTorable  Terms  to  Reapontible  Partiet 

SOHMER    &    COMPANY 

WanraoBu  Cor.  5th  Atrenne,  22a  StrMt.  NEW  YORK 


T 


en     Years 
of  Zionism 


Excellent  for  propaganda  purposes — well  printed,  popular  in 
tone.  Instructive  and  free  from  controversial  matter.  This 
brochure  is  published  by  the  Central  Bureau.  It  is  everywhere 
considered  as  the  best  popular  brochure  ever  issued  by  the 
movement. 


100  copies 
1000      '' 


To  be  secured  in  quantities  or  single  copies 
$3.00      I     2000  copies 
25.00      I     5000      •* 
exclusive  of  postage 


$40.00 
90.00 


THE  MACCABAEAN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 


547    BROADWAY 
NEW  YORK  CITY 


PHILLIPS   JTg^OQ^ 

I     ^        DIGESTIBLE      ^^2^^^^^^^^ 


The  only  Cocoa 

wifh  a  Rich 
Chccolafc  Flavor 


THIS     IS     COCOA 


yiiiiyuuyCoOglo 


THE     ICACCABAEAM. 


PURE     CONDENSED     MILK 

LION    BRAND 


Condensed  Milk 

and 

Evaporated   Cream 

BEST    FOR     FAMILY     U S h 
Guaranteed  Absolutely  Pure 

NOT  A  CHEAP  milk  and  cream, 

but  always  safe  and  reliable  for  babies 

ALWAYS  THE  SAME 

Write  for  Botkkt 

SAVE     THE    LABELS 

TRY  A  CAN.     DO  IT  NOW 


LjonBrand 


'%ENSED  i#' 


9(    Hfidson  Streett 


NEW  YORK 


U.  S.  Serial  No.  8169  guaranteed  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  June  80,  1906. 


SOLD  -   RENTED 


ALL  MAKES,  ALL  PRICES 

nPEWRITERS 

Catalogue  on  Applies t ton 
Machines  Shipped  for  Inspection 
NEW  YORK  CHICAGO 

I  i  BAfclay  St,  319  Dearborn  St. 

90  Leonard  SU  '  58  PfymouthCt.  ^ 

BOSTON,        ST.  LOUIS  RICHMOND, 

38tiromiicldSt,  208N.9thSt.  605  E. Main  St. 
I  PHILADELPHIA  SAN  FRANCISCO 

7l5  Saniotn  St.  JOl  1  Golden  Gat« 

I  KANSAS  CITY         LOS  ANGELES 

8  \  7  Wyandotte  St.  136  S.  Broadway 

:U.t  It'Hii;^,   M.  Y.        neareil  store 


AN    ESSAY       ON       ZIONISM 
By*  Dr.  Max  NordMa 

A  Ant-clan  propaganda  pamphlet       Sold  in  ^tsantitiet  af 
reduced  rates. 

PRICE  lO  C«Ats 
MACCABAEAN  PUB.  CO.,  547  Broadway.  N.  Y. 


The  organ  of  the  Palestine  Commission 
appears  during  the  current  year  as 

PALESTINA 

The  Subscription  price  is  One  Doliar. 
Received  at  the  office  of  the  Macca^ 
haean.  547  Broadway 


LECTURES  ON   PALESTINE 
Delivered  before  London  Zionist  League  by  Da. 
M.  Gastkr,  Sia  Francis  MoNTinoas,  Abdal- 
LAH  QuiLUAM  Bey,  Elkan  AoLza,  Col.  C.  R.  Condb» 
and  Da.  J.  Snowman. 

PRICE  35  C«ats 
MACCABAEAN  PUB.  CO..  547  BroMiway.  N.  Y. 

NEW  YORK  ZIONIST  ANNUAL. 
Issued  by  the  Zionist  Council  of  Greater  New 
York.  Containing  articles  by  Paor.  Boais  Schatz,  Paor. 
IsaAKL  FaiintAiwDM,  Da.  J.  L.  Macnis,  Jacob  dk 
Haas,  A.  H.  FaomicsoN,  Louis  Lipskt.  IllustFationa 
from  the  Bcxalel  School. 

PRICE  35  C«Ate. 
MACCABAEAN  PUB.  CO.,  547  Broadway.  N.  Y. 
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Yom  Tob  Greetings 

Place  Your  Holiday  Greetmgs  in  THE  MACCABAEAN, 
instead  of  sending  cards 

It  is  a  custom  among  Jews  in  England  and      You  will  not  deprive  the  National  Fund  of 
Holland   to   convey   Holiday   greetings   to  anything.      Thb    Maccabaean     will    give 

friends,  not  by  means  of  cards,  which  is  one-third  of  all  its  receipts  from  this  source 

to  the  National  Fund, 
very     expensive,     and     an     unsaUsfactory      g^,,^    ^^    ^^^^    „^^^    ^^^    ^^^^^^^^    j^^^^I^ 

method,   but   by  inserting   a   Notice   in  a  ^^-^^^^^  ^^^^  j„  Yiddish  or   English   or 

Jezvish  newspaper   or   magazine.     Among  ^^^^^^  ^j^j^   seventy-Uve  cents,   and   we 

Ziomsts  the  custom  of  sendmg  cards  has  ^^all  insert  your  greetings  in  the  Septem- 

grown  immensely.  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^-^  magazine.     Anythin* 

But    if    you    want    to    reach    your    Zionist  over  five  lines  will  be  charged  for  at  the 

friends,    the   best    method    is   that   of   the  rate  of  ten  cents  a  line. 

Notice.      Use  the  columns  of  The  Mac-  Notices  will,  be  received* until  September  5th^ 

CABAEAN.     You   can   have   a   five-line  no-  Not  only  will  this  method  be  more  dignified 

tice,   nicely  displayed,  appear  in  our  Sep-  and  less  costly,  but  our  readers  will  find 

tember   issue,   which   will    reach   ail   your  that  it  will  do  much  to  build  up  The  Mac- 

Zionist    friends    before    Ros.     Hashanah.  cabaean  as  a  medium  of  communication. 

The   Maccabaean   is   read   by   practically  and   benefit   the   movement   itself   directly, 

all  Zionists,  though  not  all   of  them  are,  by  increasing  Zionist  sentiment  and  Zion- 

personally,  subscribers.  istic  exchanges  of  Greetings. 

THE  MACCABAEAN  PUBLISHING  CO.,  547  Broadway 


PLEASE  BEAR   IN   MIND: 

OUR  NEW  YEAR  CARDS 

ARE  ORIGINAL  AND 
DISTINCTLY  ZIONISTIC 

Six  different  designs,  on  Bristol   Board,  for    Mailing. 

$1.50  per  Hundred,  Post  Free 

Sample  Sets  of  one-half  doz.  New     Year's     Greetings 

Each     of     different     design,  may  be  inserted  in  Sq)- 

Fifteen     Cents.      Post    free.  tember  Maccabaean.  See 

Orders  promptly  attended  to.  Adv.  in  this  issue. 

THE  MACCABAEAN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 
547  Broadway,  New  York  City 
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DEFORM   JUDASIM    AND 
ZIONISM 

An    BxMDfnAtlon  of  Dr.    Dmyld    Pbllipton'f  ThMit 
that  they  an  Irreconcilable. 

Bt  Max  SoHLOMsnreiB 

PRICE  15  Cents 

MACC AB AEAN  PUB.  Co.,  547  Broadway,  N.  Y- 

ZIONISM:   A   Statement  to  the 
Christian  World 

For  Propaganda  among  Gentile  qrmpathJsen.    Blegantly 
printed. 

PRICE  15  Cents 
MACC  AB  AEAN  PUB.  Co.,  547  Broadway,  N.  Y. 

A    New    Hebrew  Journal 

From  the  1st  of  January,  1907,  the  Publishers  of 
**Die  Welf*  wiU  issue 

A  NEW  HEBREW  WEEKLY 


under  the  name  of 


a 


HA-OLAM" 


f  Ha-Olam**  will  contain  onlv  independent  original 
articles  and  literary  and  belletristic  essays  from  the 
pens  of  the  foremost  Hebrew  Writers  of  the  present 
day,  and  will  be  welcomed  by  all  friends  of.  the 
Hebrew  tong:ue  as  a  pleasing  addition  to  modern 
Hebrew  Literature.  Herr  N.  Sokolow  assumes 
the  literary  conduct  of  the  paper. 

The  annual  subscription  price  of  the  8  page 
weekly,  will  be  8  Marks.  Subscribers  of  "Die 
Welf  will  receive  "Ha-Olam"  at  the  reduced 
price  of  4  Marks  annually. 

Subscriptions  received  in  every  bookstore  and  at 
Office  of  **DIE  WELT" 
Koebi  am-Rhein 

Ubierring  23, 

Germany. 


Plnsker's    Aoto-Emanclpattmi 

Trtntbtcd  for  The  MACCABAiArr 
By  D.  S.  Blondhum 


■ow  bclae  rccclvetf 


Paper  Covers 

In  quantities  of  loo  or  more  _- 


15  ctnts 


The  Jewish  Colonial  Trust 

(Juedische  Colonial  Bank,)  Ltd. 


NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN  that  the 
Tenth  Ordinary  General  Meeting  of  the 
Shareholders  of  the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust 
(Judische  Colonial  Bank)  Limited,  will  be 
held  on  Wednesday,  the  21st  day  of  August, 
1907,  at  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  in  The 
Hague,  at  the  Gebouw  voor  Kunst  en  Wctcns- 
chappen,  Zwarte  Weg  7,  for  the  following 
purposes : 

(1)  To  receive  the  report  of  the  Directors 
and  the  audited  Statement  of  Accounts  and 
Balance  Sheet  of  the  Company  for  the  year 

1906,  with  the  Report  of  the  Auditors  thereon. 

(2)  To  elect  Directors  and  Auditors. 

(3)  To  decide  as  to  the  application  of  the 
net  profit  for  the  year  1906. 

(4)  To  transact  any  other  general  business 
of  the  Company  required  to  be  dealt  with  at 
such  meeting. 

The  transfer  books  and  register  of  members 
of  the  Company  will  be  closed  from  the  8th 
to  the  21st  of  August,  1907,  both  days  inclu- 
sive. 

In  accordance  with  the  Companv's  Articles, 
instrimients  appointing  proxies  shall  be  de- 
posited at  the  temporary  office  of  the  Com- 
pany in  The  Hague,  Heerengracht  13,  one  clear 
day  before  the  time  appointed  for  holding  the 
General  Meeting,  that  is,  not  later  that  the 
19th  of  August,  1907. 

In  accordance  with  the  articles  and  the 
regulations  prescribed  by  the  Board  of  Di- 
rectors, holders  of  shares  in  Share  Warrants 
to  Bearer,  who  are  desirous  of  attending  the 
General  Meeting  and  of  exercising  their  right 
of  voting,  shall  deposit  their  Share  Warrants 
to  Bearer  either  at  the  registered  office  of  the 
Company,  Brook  House,  Wilbrook,  London, 
E.  C,  on  or  before  the  12th  of  August,  1907, 
or  at  the  temporary  office  in  The  Hague,  Heer- 
engracht 13,  on  or  before  the  18th  of  August, 

1907,  in  order  that  they  may  be  furnished 
with  Deposit  Notes  entitling  them  to  attend- 
ance and  yoting  at  that  General  Meeting. 

By  order  of  the  Board, 

H.  Neumann, 

Secretary. 
London,  14th  June,  1907. 
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GUARANTEED    UNDER    THE    FOOD 

AND  DRUGS  ACT,  JUNE  30th,  1906. 
SERIAL  NUMBER,  1098. 

1840 

Mothers! 
Mothers!! 
Mothers!!! 

Mrs.  Winsiow's  Soothing  Syrup 

liM  been  used  for  over  SIXTY  YEARS  by  MII^ 
UONS  of  MOTHERS  for  their  CHILDREN 
while  TEETHING,  with  PERFECT  SUCCESS. 
It  SOOTHES  the  CHILD,  SOFTENS  the  GUMS, 
iCZXAYS  «U  PAIN ;  CURES  WIND  COUC,  and 
Is  the  best  remedy  for  DIARRHCEA.  Sold  by 
Dni|rgists  in  every  part  of  the  world.  Be  sure 
mud  ask  for  "Mrs.  Winsiow's  Soothing  Syrup, ^ 
^id  take  no  other  kind.  Twenty-fivects.  a  bottle 

1907   , 

GUARANTEED  UNDER  THE  FOOD 
AND  DRUGS  ACT,  JUNE  30th,  1906. 
SERIAL  NUMBER  1098. 


MENNEN'S 

BORATED     TALCUM 

TOILET  POWDER 


♦'YOU'RE   SAFE" 

in  the  hands  of  the  little 
captain  at  the  helm,-  the 
"complexion  specialist."' 
whoi»e  results  are  certain, 
whose  fees  are  email. 

MENNEN'S 

Berated  Talcum 

TOILET  POWDER 

protects  and  «oolhe!s.  a  sure 
relief  from  S  u  ii  b  ii  i  n  , 
Prickly  Heat,  Chufliij?, 
etc.  Put  up  in  iinn-re fill- 
able  boxeM  —  the  *•  bcjx 
that  lox**--for  your  protec 
tion.  If  Mennen'H  face  in  on 
the  cover  it's  Kenn  jne  and 
a  guarantee  of  purity. 
Delightful  after  shavlni;. 
Gaaiantf^  undf r  Food  &  Df  ii^ 
Act.  June  30,  ISWfl.  SvHal  No.l.'>12. 
Sold  everywhere,  o^  by  ranjl,  25c. 
SAMPLE  FREE 

G.  Mennen  Co.,  Newark,  N.J. 

^^rnrn^^  Try      Hennen> 

J^^^k  Violet  Korated 

^^^^^^^  Talpuuil*owd4T 

E^l^^n^H  Ii  haa  tbe  Bc*-nt  of 

^^■MH  tr*.sh     cat    Pftrma 

V^^^^  Violets. 


DIXON'S 

GUIDE 

FOR  PENCIL  USERS 

FEW  people  need  to  know  all  about  lead 
pencils,  but  everybody  ought  to  know 
something  about  them. 

DIXON'S  PENCIL  GUIDE 

will  tell  you  all  about  them,  and  will  tell  you 
in  a  most  interesting  and  entertaining  way. 
It  is  sent  free  of  charge. 

There  is  a  Dixon  Pencil  exactly  fitted  for 
the  use  you  want  it,  and  the  Guide  will  tell 
you  the  one. 

If  you  arc  not  familiar  with  Dixon's  Pen- 
cils, mention  Maccabaan^  and  send  1 6  cents 
for  MBiple  worth  double  the  money. 

jMeph  Dtxon  Cractble  Co. 

JEBSEY  cmr.  N.  x 


JOSEPH  S.  MARCUS 

BANKER 

MARCl'S  BUILDING 

Cor.  Delancey  &  Orchard  Sts* 
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Dept.  for  business  accounts,  subject  to  check 
Dept,  for  special  deposits,  drawing  i%  per  cent. 

interest 

Dept.  for  foreigTi  business:  money  orders  and 

drafts  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  passage  and 

exchange. 
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4  y„  INTEREST 

The  INTEREST  DEPARTMENT  of  Ihe  VAN  NORDEN  TRl^ST  COMPANY  payi 
4  %  Compotiod  loteresL  A  saTing  account  there  fs  the  turett  and  safest  kind  of  Life  Insurance* 
You  are  never  in  need  if  you  have  an  account  In  The  Interest  Department* 

Ajiy  one  callicu^  at  the  Interest  Department  will  be  given  one  of  our  little  books  'Hilie 
American  Teacher^t  which  teadies  children  how  to  read  Englisht  and  contains  a  thousand  useful 
facte  which  every  one  should  know* 

We  welcome  your  acoount. 

VAN  NORDEN  TRU5T  COMPANY 

East  Side  Branch         ...         320  Grand  Street 


Car mel  Wines  Md  Cognacs 

arc  produced  in  the  JEWISH  COLONIES  in  PALESTINE  ;  made  and 
manircd  in  the  famous  vaultt  of  BARON  EDMOND  ROTHSCHILD 
at  RISHON-LE-ZION. 

They  have  already  gained  world-wide  reputation  for 
ABSOLUTE  PURITY  and  excellent  qualities.  Awarded 
GOLD  MEDALS— highest  awards— at  the  Paris  World 
Exhibition  1906. 

FINE  CLARETS  AND  SAUTEMNES         DELICIOUS  COGNACS         CHOICE  SWEET  WINEH 

Sole  American  Affento : 

CARMEL  WINE  COMPANY 

13  &  15  LAIGHT  STREET  NEW  YORK 

Branch  Stores:— 2S  W.  116th  Street,  New  York.  649  Broadway,  Brooklyn. 

419  S.  Halsted  Street,  Chicago,  III. 

W.  WbsoUky  &  Co., 

IMPORTERS  OF  RUSSIAN  TEA 

AMERICAN  BRANCH 

1 55   East  Broadway  New  Yofk 

General  MuMoer,  A.  LUBARSKY 


RUSSIAN   TEAS   ARE  THE   BEST  IN  THE   WORLD 


WISSOTZHTS   TEA   IS   RUSSIA'S   BEST 


MADE  UP  IN  NEAT  QUARTER,  HALF  AND  POUND  PACKAGES. 
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Editorials  on  Mr.  Schill's  Letter 


CONTENTS 
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Northwestern  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Go. 

OF    MILWAUKEE. 


1906     RECORD 

Purely  Mutual,  Orsramzed  J857 

Insurance  in  force  January  Jst  1907      (Paid  for)         $819,252,279 

Increase  in  Paid  for  Business  $54,986,092 

(Largest  year   in  the   Company's   History.) 

Assets    January    tst,    }907  $221,101,714 

Increase  in   Assets,  $12,684,641 

Dividends  paid  to  Policy 

Holders  in   1906  $7,366,425 

Increase   in   Dividends   paid  $877,364 

Ratio   of    Expenses    and   Taxes    to    income  }905             $14.00*'|o 

Ratio    of    Expenses   and   Taxes   to   income  1906              $13.63*'|o 

Decrease  .37*^10 

The    average     Expense    Ratio     of     all    Companies     for     1905 
(The    latest    figures     obtainable)    was  21.90"|o 

Death  Losses    1903  $7,717,116 

Death  Losses    1906  $7,486,927 

Decrease   in    Death   Losses  $230,189 

FOR  PARTICULARS  ADDRESS 

RUDOLPH  RECHT 

MANAGER 
BROADWAY    BRANCH   AGENCY 

320   Broadway.   New   York,   N.Y. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TKe  Maccabaean 


Vol.  XIII 


September.  1907 


No.  3 


CONTENTS 


The    First    Period    of    the    Yiddish 

Drama    95 

By  Louts  Lipsky. 

Zionism     and    Palestinian     Agricul- 
ture     100 

By  Prof.  Otto  Warburg. 

Vambery  on  Turkish   Conditions 105 

The  Commentator   106 

Observations  on  Current  Topics, 

Laying  a  Ghost  107 

A   Story  of  an  amusing  complication. 

On  the  Boundary  Line 109 

A  Fantasy  from  the  Yiddish  of  Peres. 


Herzl's  Grave,     (Poem) 110 

Editorials    HI 

The  Congress — Yiddish  Propa??anda 
in  America — Mr.  Schiff's  Solution 
of  the  Jewish  Question 

Herman  Bahr  on  Zionism 114 

Letter  from   Palestine 115 

From  our  Correspondent. 

News  of  the  Movement  117 

Letters    

Editorial  Correspondence  120 

The  Zionist  Congress  at  The  Hague.  120 
From   the  Official  Report. 


The  Maccabaean  is  issued  under  the  supervision  of  the  Fed*rt-ation  of  American 
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published  on  the  fifth  of  every  month.  All  articles,  translations,  etc,  have  been  specially 
contributed  to  The  Maccabaean^  and  are  copyrighted  and  may  not  be  reproduced  without 
permission. 
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ZIONIST    PILLOW   TOPS 

with    Portraifc    of    Herzl    and    Zionist    Emblems 

This  is  not  a  printed  cover,  but  photographed,  and  ft  is  guaranteed  to  wash. 


1 

^B.  ^^^^^^j  j^nipiPPfH^^H^i 

l^m 

The  Pillow  Top  as  you  will  receive  it 


The  Pillow  Top  as  it  loolcs  when  mode  up 
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The  First  Period  of  Yiddish  Drama* 


By  Louis  Lipsky 


Abraham  Goldfaden. 

THE  first  Yiddish  theatre  was  opened  in 
1877,  by  Abraham  Goldfaden,  then  a 
Yiddish  ballad-writer,  who,  as  a  drama- 
tist and  theatre  manager,  maintained  the  Yid- 
dish drama  for  a  period  of  five  years.  In  fact, 
the  first  period  of  the  Yiddish  drama  cen- 
tres about  this  one  man*s  work. 

Goldfaden  was  born  in  Starokonstantinov, 
in  Russia,  and  received  a  good  Hebrew  edu- 
cation; he  graduated  in  1866  from  the  liberal 
rabbinical  school  of  Zhitomir.  For  nine  years 
he  taught  in  government  schools,  first  in  Sim- 
feropol, and  afterwards  in  Odessa.  While  at 
Zhitomir,  Goldfaden  published  a  volume  of 
fairly  good  Hebrew  poems.  His  first  collection 
of  Yiddish  poems.  Das  Yuedcle,  appeared  one 
year  lat^r.  These  ballads  were  written  in  a 
lyric  styfe, .  touched  with  homely  sentiment 
and  in  rhymes  that  .easily  lent  themselves  to 
melodies. 

In  1875  Goldfaden  removed  to  Galicia,  and 
while  in  Lemberg  started  the  humorous  week- 
ly, Yisroelik,  in  conjunction  with  J.  J.  Ler- 
ner,  subsequently  also  a  dramatist,  but  the 
periodical  lasted  for  only  six  months,  when  it 
-was  prohibited  by  the  government.  Goldfad- 
en's  next  literary  venture  was  the  Israelii' 
4sches  Volksblatt,  which  also  had  a  brief  ex- 
istence. In  none  of  his  early  work  did  Gold- 
faden give  evidence  of  a  superior  talent.  He 
had  all  the  good  and  bad  qualities  of  the 
badchcn,  but,  in  addition,  Goldfaden  had  also 
acquired  a  few  tricks  of  the  pamphleteer,  and 
an  appreciation  of  theatrical  effect. 
♦Copy RIGHT  1907  bt  Louw  Lipsky 


After  the  failure  of  the  Volksblatt,  Gold- 
faden was  attracted  by  the  favorable  conditions 
of  Jewish  life  in  Roumania,  and  went  over  to 
Bucharest.  The  Russo-Turkish  war  was  near 
its  end,  and  the  Roumanian  cities  were  being 
used  as  stations  for  the  discharge  of  Russian 
troops,  among  who  were  many  Jews.  In  the 
wake  of  the  war  came  an  era  of  material 
prosperity.  Diversion  was  the  order  of  the 
day  among  the  Jews,  as  well  as  among  their 
gentile  neighbors. 

Goldfaden  became  a  leading  influence  among 
the  ballad  singers,  who  entertained  in  the 
coffee  house  and  often  at  social  functions  in 
Jewish  homes.  He  wrote  simple  ballads  and 
comic  songs,  composed  or  plagiarized  melodies 
to  fit  them,  and  became  quite  a  lion  in  Rou- 
mania  as  this  form  of  entertainment  pros- 
pered. The  singers  often  traveled  in  pairs, 
and  eventually  duets  and  trios  were  written 
for  them,  and  comic  "patter**  was  interpo- 
lated in  the  manner  of  American  vaudeville. 

But  soon  the  pleasure  of  these  vaudevilles 
palle''  upon  the  frequenters  of  the  coffee 
housta  <ind  they  hungered  for  a  novelty.  Gold- 
faden then  planned  to  use  the  singers  for  the 
presentation  of  complete  acts,  the  lyrics  be- 
ing incidental  to  comic  by-play.  When  he  en- 
gaged a  company,  hired  a  hall  and  turned  it 
into  a  theatre,  he  was  not  very  sanguine  of 
the  success  of  his  venture.  Though  he  had 
published  two  farces  a  few  years  before,  in 
1872,  he  had  little  faith  in  them  as  popular 
attractions;  as  a  consequence,  he  "wrote 
down"  for  his  first  production,  "The  Grand- 
mother and  Her  Grandchild." 
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This  farce  was  indeed  a  makeshift  It  had 
no  structure,  it  had  little  or  no  plot,  and  its 
dialogue  was  coarse.  It  served,  neverthe- 
less, as  a  vehicle  for  the  mediocre 
vocalists  of  Goldfaden's  company.  He  recog- 
nized that  he  had  no  time  for  a  serious  ef- 
fort, for  his  audience  was  too  impatient;  its 
taste  was  so  unformed  and  inarticulate  that 
he  could  not  risk  the  success  of  his  venture 
with  any  great  advance  over  the  coffee  house 
entertainments.  A  farce,  with  songs  and 
dances,  sufficed  for  the  occasion. 

The  Haskalah  Influence. 

The  first  Yiddish  plays  were  written  for 
Jews  living  in  a  large  city,  and  the  Jews,  as 
such,  Yiddish-speaking  and  thinking  in  Yid- 
dish, knew  nothing  of  art,  and  especially  of  the 
art  of  drama.  The  ancient  precept  against 
the  making  of  graven  images  had  made  the 
plastic  arts  a  terra  incognita,  and  unstable  con- 
ditions and  the  lack  of  a  literary  form  had 
made  a  dramatic  art  of  any  kind  an  impossi- 
bility. The  Jews  had  amused  themselves,  in 
a  furtive  sort  of  way,  with  the  Purim  play 
and  the  improvisions  of  the  Badchen,  but  these 
social  phenomena  testified  only  to  a  latent 
mimetic  talent,  and  not  even  constructively 
were  they  the  raw  material  out  of  which  the 
Yiddish  theatre  was  formed.  In  fact,  the  Jews 
had  acquired,  in  their  many  years'  sufferings 
from  persecution,  a  dislike  of,  and  a  prejudice 
against,  all  art  as  the  invention  of  alien,  un- 
Jewish  life.  As  a  consequence,  the  inspira- 
tion of  the  pioneer  of  the  Yiddish  theatre  had 
to  come  from  alien  sources  and  models. 

Goldfaden  was  a  product  of  the  Haskalah 
movement  among  the  Jews,  which  was  inspired 
by  the  thought  that  Jews  should  acquire  the 
culture  and  the  knowledge  which  was  then  the 
possession  of  the  alien  world.  The  Haskalah 
had  its  inception  with  Moses  Mendelssohn  in 
Germany,  and  from  Germany  traveled  to  Rus- 
sia, where  it  received  a  new  interpretation 
at  the  hands  of  a  number  of  able,  energetic, 
and,  at  times,  contentious  Jewish  scholars.  The 
aim  of  the  Haskalah  was  to  prepare  the  Jews, 
for  political  emancipation,  which  was  confi- 
dently expected.  Its  leaders  attributed  the 
superstition,  the  fanaticism,  the  ignorance  of 
the  Jews,  to  their  indifference  to  the  culture 
of  the  alien  world.     In  Russia,  however,  the 


Haskalah  used  the  Hebrew  language,  while  in 
Germany  the  Mendelssohn  movement  had  been 
a  movement  away  from  Yiddish  in  favor  of 
German. 

All  the  radicals  or  progressives  had  the 
same  object  in  view.  Jewish  life  was  pro- 
vincial; it  must  be  made  universal.  Jewish 
life — its  customs,  its  traditions — was  anti- 
quated; it  must  be  modernized. 

It  was  as  a  disciple  of  the  Haskalah  move- 
ment that  Goldfaden  first  wrote  as  a  poet.  He 
had  freed  himself  from  the  restrictive  in- 
fluences of  provincial  Jewish  life.     It  was  not 


A.  Goldfaden 

difficult  for  him,  therefore,  to  conceive  of  the 
Yiddish  theatre,  believing,  in  a  vague  manner, 
that  the  theatre  could  be  used  as  an  agency 
for  enlightening  the  Jewish  masses. 

Haskalah  for  the  Unlearned. 
He  did  not  appeal,  however,  to  the  more 
intelligent  classes.  His  first  dramas  were 
written  for  the  man  of  the  street,  the  working 
classes,  who  knew  little  of  Jewish  learning 
and  were  blind  to  life  beyond  their  own  quar- 
ters. The  revolutionary  propaganda  was  as 
yet  distant  from  the  Jewish  proletariat;  it 
was  not  until  the  destruction  of  the  "Will  of 
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the  People"  in  Russia  that  attempts  were 
made  to  educate  the  Jewish  masses. 

The  limitations  of  Goldfaden's  theatre  were 
indeed  appalling.  His  actors  were  un- 
trained; the  theatre  had  an  improvised  stage; 
the  scenery  was  of  the  crudest.  Goldfaden, 
therefore,  dared  not  venture  to  produce  his- 
torical plays,  for  he  feared  to  trust  his  play- 
ers with  parts  they  could  not  understand. 
Realistic  plays,  then  synonymous  with  sombre- 
ness,  were  also  impossible,  for  the  patrons 
had  no  inclination  to  be  edified  by  "studies 
of  life."  As  one  of  his  early  patrons  said  to 
Goldfaden : 

"I  do  not  come  to  the  theatre  to  weep;  I 
have  troubles  enough  at  home  from  my  wife 
and  children.  I  come  to  the  theatre  to  be 
entertained,  and  for  the  franc  I  pay  you,  I 
want  a  good,  hearty  laugh;  so  keep  us  in 
good  humor,  Goldfaden!" 

Goldfaden  kept  these  patrons  in  good  hu- 
mor with  "Die  Bobe  mit'n  Enekel,"  "Schmend- 
rik,"  etc. 

A  YIDDISH  LITERATURE  PRECEDES  HIM. 

It  was  his  good  fortune  that  a  Yid- 
dish literature,  vigorous  in  tone,  progres- 
sive in  tendencies,  appreciative  of  the  litera- 
tures of  civilized  nations,  was  in  a  flourish- 
ing condition  years  before  he  opened  his  thea- 
tre in  Bucharest.  S.  J.  Abramowitz  (Mendele 
Mocher  Seforim),  Linetzki,  A.  M.  Dick,  A.  S. 
Schaikewitz  (Schomer),  and  others  had  con- 
tributed to  the  literature  of  the  Jewish  peo- 
ple in  a  field  of  literary  expression  entirely 
secular.  They  had  broadened  the  scope  of 
the  Haskalah  by  admitting  Yiddish  as  a  cul- 
tural agency,  much  against  the  teachings  of 
the  first  Maskilim,  who  despised  Yiddish  and 
exalted  Hebrew. 

The  Yiddish  writers,  therefore,  had  to  ap- 
peal to  the  uneducated  masses,  who  had  be^ 
come  estranged  from  the  Hebrew  language. 

Abramowitz,  a  genial,  thoughtful  writer  of 
the  first  rank,  had  already  written  his  best 
work.  His  "Dobbin"  had  delighted  thousands, 
and  his  "Little  Man"  had  provided  the  radicals 
with  more  inspiration  than  the  many  Hebrew 
novels  that  had  been  written  by  Mappu  and 
Smolenskin. 

A.  M.  Dick  had  brought  into  Jewish  life,  in 
Yiddish,  the  romances  of  the  alien  world,  and 


though  his  novels  were  of  poor  quality,  they 
promoted  interest  in  the  despised  Yiddish  as  a 
literary  medium.  A.  S.  Schaikewitz,  or  Scho- 
mer,  was  a  gifted  story-teller,  who  had  in- 
vented the  romance  for  domestics  and  young 
people,  which  was  filled  with  lurid  plots  and 
romantic  and  sensational  incidents;  his  novels, 
too,  were  a  powerful  influence  upon  the  de- 
velopment of  the  young  people.  Linetzki,  a 
talented  writer,  had  attacked  the  Chassidim 
(the  pious),  in  his  "Polish  Boy,"  and  his 
works  were  widely  read. 

A  number  of  Yiddish  dramas  were  also 
printed  though  never  played.  Goldfaden's  two 
comedies  have  already  been  mentioned.  Et- 
tinger  had  written  several  plays  modeled  on 
German  dramas.  Aksenfeld  had  also  writ- 
ten in  the  drama  form,  though  his  plays  were 
not  adapted  for  the  stage.  In  addition,  Gott- 
lober,  Abramowitz,  Falkowitz,  Levinsohn  and 
Epstein  had  written  dramas,  so  that,  though 
the  Jews  had  no  stage,  they  were  doubtless 
familiar  with  the  forms  of  dramatic  art 

In  brief,  in  spite  of  the  indifference  and 
prejudice  of  the  early  Maskilim  to  the  Yid- 
dish, a  Yiddish  literature  of  great  strength 
and  some  beauty,  especially  in  the  case  of 
Abramowitz,  had  made  its  impression  upon 
the  Jewish  masses. 

CONDITIONS  FAVORABLE  TO  JEWISH  CULTURE. 

Conditions  of  life  in  Russia  has  also  evolved 
a  characteristic  Jewish  life,  and  had  given 
the  Jews  the  semblance  of  a  distinct  and  sepa- 
rate people.  The  Pale  of  Settlement  had  con- 
fined them  to  a  limited  area,  and  though  in- 
jurious to  their  universal  interests,  had  g^ven 
a  coloring  to  Jewish  life,  which  was  produc- 
tive of  racial  strength.  The  development  of 
Jewish  life  in  cities,  the  growth  of  .factory 
methods,  introduced  certain  forms  of  social 
amusement  and  intercourse  on  a  large  scale, 
which  had  been  unnecessary  and  impossible 
with  the  Jews  living  in  towns  and  villages. 
The  Yiddish  language,  as  the  vernacular  of 
the  people,  served  all  the  purposes  of  life, 
except  that  of  religfion,  and  their  enforced 
separate  existence  created  that  spirit  of  racial 
solidarity  which  made  possible  communication 
in  art  forms  by  means  of  the  common  lan- 
guage. 

In   other   words,   the   Yiddish    language,   a 
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product  of  Jewish  conditions,  established  the 
literary  form,  and  was  fed  by  that  enforced 
social  solidarity,  without  which  Goldfaden's 
theatre  would  not  have  been  possible,  even  in 
the  crude  shape  it  first  assumed. 
"schmendrik"  and  "the  two   kunelemels." 

Goldfaden  received  a  generous  support  from 
the  Jewish  masses.  His  songs  were  sung  on 
the  streets',  his  theatre  was  filled  nightly  and 
he  prospered.  He  wrote  a  number  of  farces 
and  burlesques  to  follow  up  his  first  suc- 
cess, and  did  not  trouble  himself  with  plans 
for  the  future.  It  is  almost  a  waste  of  time 
to  attempt  an  analysis  of  the  first  spurt  ^f 
Goldfaden's  dramatic  activity. 

His  most  striking  success  of  that  period  was 
"Schmendrik,"  a  ludicrous,  imbecile  concoction, 
with  no  pretense  to  art  or  dignity.  It  was  a 
cheap  farce,  in  which  was  depicted  the  com- 
icalities of  the  system  of  early  marriages  then 
in  vogue  among  Jews.  The  dialogue  was  a  re- 
plica of  the  conversation  of  the  vituperative, 
cursing  Jewish  mother.  A  travesty  on  the 
Jewish  marriage  system  might  have  had  some 
value  at  that  time,  but  Goldfaden  aimed  only  to 
be  amusing. 

"The  Two  Kunelemels"  ridiculed  Chassi- 
dim.  A  Chassid  decides  to  wed  his  daugh- 
ter to  the  scion  of  a  well-known  Chassidic 
family,  although  his  daughter  is  comely,  and 
the  young  man  is  astonishingly  deformed.  The 
daughter  has  received  some  hildung,  and  is  in 
love  with  a  young  man,  who  also  boasts  of 
having  attended  a  gymnasium.  The  student 
impersonates  the  deformed  young  idiot,  dis- 
gusts his  prospective  father-in-law,  and  by 
working  upon  his  superstitions  through  Ca- 
bala, gets  him  to  break  oif  the  match.  The 
ludicrous  antics  of  the  real  Kunelemel,  coupled 
with  the  grotesqueries  of  the  bogus  Kunele- 
mel, make  up  the  play;  the  hero  and  heroine 
sing  duets,  the  students  act  as  the  chorus, 
and  crude  dances  fill  up  the  awkward  pauses. 
The  characters  speak  direct  •  to  the 
audience,  and  move  about  like  puppets  await- 
ing the  nod  of  the  prompter  to  break  out  into 
song.     The  lyrics  are  not  even  doggerel. 

The  Haskalah  tendency  was  evident,  though 
crudely,  in  these  first  plays  by  Goldfaden. 
He  ridiculed  piety,  ignorance,  uncouthness, 
but     when     he     spoke     of    enlightenment     it 


was  in  the  same  spirit  as  the  nouveaux  riches 
speak  of  art— stridently  and  without  sincerity. 
The  intelligent  members  of  the  Jewish  com- 
munities looked  askance  at  this  development 
in  their  midst.  His  comedies  were  denounced 
as  libels  on  the  Jewish  people.  To  oppose  the 
fanatic  Chassidim  in  literature  was  one  thing, 
but  it  was  quite  another  thitig  to  make  them  the 
butt  of  ridicule  on  the  stage.  And  they  had 
good  ground  for  their  opposition.  Goldfaden*s 
intelligencia  were  not  one  whit  better  than  the 
fanatics.  Their  culture  was  superficial  and 
immature.  But  nothing  better  was  to  have 
been  expected  of  Goldfaden.  He  was  not  a 
thinker,  nor  a  poet  in  the  best  sense  of  the 
term ;  he  had  been  taken  up  by  the  flood  of  the 
Haskalah,  but  added  nothing  to  its  meaning 
or  content,  and  did  not  direct  its  movement 
in  the  least  degree.  He  was  a  Talmud  stu- 
dent who  had  drifted  into  alien  surroundings, 
and  in  his  plays  he  weakly  attempted  to  in- 
fluence the  ignorant  masses  with  the  catch- 
words of  a  movement,  much  beyond  his  power 
to  comprehend. 

THE   SECOND  BATCH   OF   GOLDFADEN's    PLAYS. 

After  a  year  or  so  in  Bucharest,  with  a 
few  visits  to  other  cities,  Goldfaden  returned 
to  Russia  in  1878,  and  settled  in  Odessa, 
whither  a  company  of  seceding  actors,  in- 
cluding Jacob  P.  Adler,  a  new  recruit,  had 
preceded  him.  His  plays  were  already  known 
through  the  performances  of  these  players,  and 
he  had  recognized  the  poverty  of  his  first  com- 
positions. In  Russia,  where  the  memories  of 
the  Haskalah  were  fresh  and  Russian  culture 
meant  something  in  the  life  of  the  intelligent 
Jews,  "Schmendrik"  was  obviously  out  of  place. 
In  reply  to  his  Russian  critics,  and  mainly 
in  order  to  enlarge  the  repertoire  of  the  Yid- 
dish Theatre,  he  opened  his  Odessa  house  of 
amusement  with  several  new  plays.  {le  wrote 
in  rapid  succession,  "Rabbi  Josselmann," 
"King  Ahashveros,"  "Judas  Maccabaeus," 
"Messianic  Days,"  "Dr.  Almozado,"  "The 
Ten  Commandments,"  *The  Sacrifice  of 
Isaac,"  "Shulamith,"  and  "Bar  Kochba." 

These  later  plays  reveal  Goldfaden  at  his 
best,  though  his  best  was  seldom  above  the 
mediocre.  At  least,  they  gave  evidence  of 
dramaturgic  growth.  He  had  probably  de- 
voted some  time  to  a  study  of  German  drama. 
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For  the  most  part,  Goldfaden  now  abandoned 
contemporaneous  Jewish  life,  and  reverted  to 
ancient  history.  The  lack  of  properties,  which 
he  had  deplored  while  in  Roumania  was  rem- 
edied, and  he  was  able  to  produce  custom 
plays  with  adequate  accessories. 

Traces  of  his  farcical  methods,  however,  are 
to  be  found  even  in  "Shulamith"  and  "Bar 
Kochba,"  considered  his  best  plays.  The  com- 
edian, following  a  well-known  line  of  devel- 
opment in  English  drama,  became  the  villain, 
and  villainy  not  only  is  condemned  but  con- 
demns itself.  In  "Bar  Kochba,"  the  villain 
speaks  in  couplets,  advises  the  audience  of  his 
plot,  sings  comic  songs,  is  deformed,  wears  a 
red  beard  and  wig,  and  gloats  over  his  own 
villainy.  In  "Shulamith,"  the  comedian  is  cast 
as  a  character  unknown  to  natural  history, 
labeled  Abyssinian.  He  is  the  Judaic  hero's 
valet,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  hero's  tears,  is 
present  to  mitigate  the  sympathetic  grief  of 
the  audience  by  mutilating  broVen  Yiddish. 

But  in  many  respects  these  historical  dramas 
are  superior  to  the  first  plays.  "Bar  Kochba** 
lias  a  tragic  theme.  It  is  based  on  the  last  re- 
volt of  the  Jews  against  the  Romans.  The 
dialogue  is  in  rhymed  verse,  and  sentiments 
are  expressed  in  character.  The  gift  of 
prophecy  is  employed  with  great  sagacity. 
There  are  several  scenes  of  great  beauty,  and 
the  denouement  is  natural  and  well-conceived. 


"Shulamith"  has  become  famous  as  an  his- 
torical opera.  It  also  is  a  tale  of  ancient 
Judea,  in  which  legend  and  history  are  deftly 
interwoven.  Its  success  may,  however,  be  at- 
tributed to  its  melodies. 

These  plays  established  the  vogue  of  the  his- 
torical opera,  and  were  the  source  of  much 
of  the  trash  written  by  imitators  of  Goldfaden. 
The  Yiddish  theatre  later  sank  to  the  lowest 
depths  of  stupidity  and  obscenity  on  the  back 
of  the  historical  operettas. 

As  a  dramatist  Goldfaden  had  a  superficial 
talent,  a  good  musical  ear,  and  a  cleverness 
in  catching  popular  approval.  He  had  no 
talent  for  the  higher  forms  of  drama.  He 
never  appreciated  that  the  Yiddish  theatre 
could  be  made  a  permanent  institution,  and 
therefore  thought  his  farces  good  enough  for 
his  immediate  purposes.  What  he  may  have 
done  had  the  Yiddish  theatre  been  permitted 
to  remain  in  Russia,  one  can  only  conjecture. 
As  it  was,  the  banishment  of  the  Yiddish  thea- 
tre in  1883  closed  his  career  as  a  dramatist, 
though  his  plays,  farces  and  historical  operas 
are  still  produced,  especially  "Bar  Kochba," 
"Shulamith,"  "Schmendrik,"  "The  Two  Ku- 
nelemels,"  and  "The  Sacrifice  of  Isaac."  While 
in  America  in  1907  he  wrote  "Ben  Ammi," 
which  betrayed  a  Zionist  tendens,  but  his  day 
had  then  passed  as  a  force  in  the  development 
of  the  Yiddish  theatre. 
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Zionism  and  Palestinian  Agriculture 


B7  Professor  Otto  Warburg 


Undoubtedly  the  most  important  practical 
problem  relating  to  work  in  Palestine  by 
Zionism,  is  the  advancement  of  Jewish  agri- 
culture in  that  country.  If  we  do  not  succeed 
in  creating  a  strong  Jewish  peasant  class  in 
Palestine,  then  all  hopes  of  even  an  approxi- 
mately autonomous  home  in  Palestine  must 
be  given  up.  It  is  possible  and  indeed  not 
improbable  that  the  Jews  in  time  may,  even 
without  agriculture,  attain  a  certain  prepon- 
derance in  a  number  of  cities  in  Palestine. 
Of  what  avail,  however,  would  that  be  if  the 
country  remained  un- Jewish?  We  should  have 
nursed  only  a  new  and  temporary  Ghetto  cul- 
ture. For  if  the  immigration  from  without 
once  ceases,  that  will  happen  which  always 
does  in  countries  that  have  reached  a  higher 
stage  of  civilization.  The  population  of  the 
cities  will  increase  but  very  little  from  within, 
and  their  growth  will  be  provided  for  mainly 
by  the  rapidly  increasing  rural  population. 
If  the  rural  population  is  Arabic  and  not  Jew- 
ish, the  Jewish  advantage  till  then  possibly 
existing,  will  soon  be  wiped  out.  The  prin- 
ciple that  the  future  of  a  country  belongs  to 
the  stock  which  inhabits  the  flat  land  has  been 
demonstrated  by  too  many  historic  examples 
to  be  now  disputed. 

Our  most  earnest  endeavors,  therefore,  must 
be  directed  without  intermission,  to  the  task 
of  opening  up  the  level  land  of  Palestine  to 
Jewish  colonization,  however  arduous  this 
undertaking  may  at  present  be. 

The  so-called  industrial  colonization  may 
perhaps  be  a  good  means  of  inciting  the  Jew- 
ish population  in  Palestine  to  quicker  growth 
to  start  with,  than  would  be  possible  with  our 
limited  resources  in  the  rural  parts.  But  we 
must  not  forget  that  it  will  always  be  a  rather 
unsound  makeshift. 

Cities  with  large  Jewish  populations  con- 
stitute, no  doubt,  a  certain  element  of  power. 
Especially  to  foreign  eyes  does  a  compact  ur- 
ban population  appear  more   striking  than  a 


much  more  numerous  rural  population.  But 
from  a  political  point  of  view,  such  coloniza- 
tion is  of  slight  value. 

In  the  world  of  diplomacy,  the  land-occupying 
population  far  outweighs  in  importance  the 
inhabitants  of  the  cities — and  this  not  for  mili- 
tary reasons  alone — who  are  much  more  in- 
clined to  moving  about. 

Let  us  now  examine  what  Zionism  has  done 
up  to  the  present  to  advance  the  necessary 
agricultural  colonization,  so  indispensable  to 
a  movement  striving  very  particularly  to  at- 
tain these  political  aims,  and  what  it  can  do- 
in  the  future. 

The  great  instrument  with  which  the  Zion- 
ist movement  has  expected  to  solve  this  im- 
portant problem  has  been  the  National  Fund^ 
which  at  the  beginning  was  intended  only  for 
purchasing  land  in  Palestine.  It  was  in  fact 
decided  that  this  Fund  was  not  to  be  used 
before  it  had  reached  the  sum  of  five  million 
kronen.  The  sixth  congress  expanded  the  in- 
tended  purpose  of  the  Fund  so  as  to  permit  the 
immediate  purchase  of  land,  as  well  as  the 
administration  and  renting  of  the  lands  so- 
purchased. 

The  present  legal  form  of  the  National 
Fund,  an  English  corporation,  limited  by  guar- 
anty, permits  indeed  theoretically,  the  pur- 
chase of  land  also,  but  forbids  selling  and 
allows  renting  only  to  Jews.  These  limita- 
tions, as  well  as  the  fact  pointed  out  by  our 
legal  experts  that  at  present  the  obtaining  of 
land  in  Palestine  with  any  degree  of  security 
by  means  of  the  National  Fund  is  impossible^ 
so  long  as  it  is  not  a  legal  person  in  the  Turk- 
ish view,  confine  the  purchase  of  land  for  some 
time  to  come  to  very  isolated  cases,  namely^ 
to  such  cases  where  legal  insecurity  and  prac- 
tical difliculties  may  be  disregarded.  The  land 
possessions  of  the  National  Fund  will  there- 
fore have  to  be  limited  to  certain  city  lots,  to 
certain  plots  necessary  for  the  olive-tree  dona- 
tions, and  to  the  three  pieces  of  land  bought 
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or  to  be  bought  for  experiment  station,  co-op- 
erative farm  and  farm-school.  There  may  be* 
a  few  more  places  that  it  would  perhaps  be 
desirable  to  secure  for  historic  reasons,  or 
some  purchases  that  we  may  wish  to  risk  for 
the  sake  of  important  colonizing  or  agricul- 
tural experiments.  It  is  plain  that  the  agri- 
cultural colonization  of  Palestine  is  only  in- 
directly served  by  this  procedure.  Tremen- 
dously important  as  the  experiment  station 
is,  desirable  as  a  farm-school  is,  and  signifi- 
cant as  a  co-operative  estate  may  be,  still  the 
existence  of  these  institutions  is  justified  only 
if  a  more  extensive  Jewish  rural  settlement 
in  general  takes  place.  They  constitute  too 
Sjeat  an  apparatus  for  the  present  twenty- 
four  villages.  The  experiment  station  also, 
if  it  should  succeed  in  elevating  agriculture, 
will  do  so  for  the  benefit  of  the  Fellachen  and 
•so  serve  to  raise  the  price  of  land. 

The  National  Fund  has  also  the  right  ac- 
cording to  its  charter  of  advancing  loans 
on  agricultural  enterprises.  But  this  (tan 
be  done  only  with  absolute  guaranty  of  the 
•safety  of  the  loan  and  a  simple  mortgage  on  the 
land  would  in  itself  be  no  such  security  since, 
if  the  land  should  later  fall  into  the  hands 
of  the  National  Fund,  it  could  not  be  con- 
sidered, for  the  reason  already  given,  safe 
property.  The  National  Fund  out  of  consid- 
erations of  safety,  may  likewise  not  make 
loans  to  individuals  but  only  to  corporations 
or  other  legal  associations,  as,  for  example, 
the  Anglo-Palestine  Company.  And  these 
may  go  security  for  such  persons  only  whose 
credit  is  perfectly  good.  It  will  be  a  long 
time  before  there  will  be  Jewish  farmers  in 
considerable  numbers  in  Palestine  whose 
credit  will  be  perfectly  good  because  of  their 
•  own  assets.* 

The  second  institution  to  be  reckoned  with 
for  agricultural  purposes  in  Palestine  is  the 
Anglo- Palestine  Company.  It  has,  in  fact,  by 
purchase,  secured  for  Jewish  agriculture  a  few 
very  important  plots  of  land.  Still  it  can  in- 
vest its  money  in  land  only  in  very  excep- 
tional cases,  namely:  when  it  is  certain  of  be- 
ing able  quickly  to  sell  again.  The  land  be- 
comes a  very  unprofitable  investment  for  the 
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bank  if  it  remains  long  on  its  hands,  since 
the  bank  must  reckon  on  a  minimum  of  six 
per  cent,  interest  for  itself,  whereas,  improved 
land — I  do  not  speak  of  city  lots — increases 
six  per  cent,  in  value  only  in  exceptional  cases. 
The  bank  also  lends  on  products  in  the 
field  or  garden.  But  then  it  must  charge  in- 
terest at  the  rate  of  eight  per  cent,  at  least, 
which  is  generally  too  high  for  rural 
credit.  The  bank,  therefore,  is  not  in  a 
position  by  itself  to  materially  advance  the 
the  existing  colonization,  nor  to  pave  the  way 
for  a  more  extensive  colonization.  It  re- 
quires for  this  purpose  money  lent  on  long 
term  at  low  interest. 

The  only  Zionist  institution  that  directly  ad- 
vances agriculture  is  the  olive-tree  donation, 
which  in  the  short  time  of  its  existence,  al- 
ready has  significant  results  to  show.  Not 
only  has  the  first  olive  tree  forest  already 
been  planted  with  good  success  in  Chederah 
on  a  plot  given  by  Herr  Goldberg,  of  Vilna,  but 
the  preparations  have  already  been  made  for 
the  planting  of  the  Herzl  wood  on  a  piece 
of  ground  excellently  adapted  therefor  near 
to  the  Jewish  colony,  "Ekron,"  on  both  sides 
of  the  Jaffa-Jerusalem  railroad.  And  if  the 
collections  for  the  Herzl  wood  go  on  regu- 
larly until  autumn,  the  whole  large  tract  may 
be  planted  with  olive  trees  by  next  winter. 
If  every  Zionist  does  his  duty,  contributes 
an  olive  tree  himself  and  collects  contributions 
among  his  acquaintances,  the  Congress  in  Au- 
gust will  be  able  to  report  the  Herzl  wood 
as  already  completed.  The  olive-tree  contri- 
butions will  undoubtedly  afford  many  Jew- 
ish workingmen  the  basis  of  an  existence  in 
Palestine  as  well  as  grant  many  Jewish  farm- 
ers an  important  side-occupation.  But  the 
Herzl  wood  will  itself  be  capable  of  support- 
ing many  families.  If  we  succeed  in  getting 
only  one-tenth  of  all  the  Jews  to  contribute 
one  tree  each,  two  thousand  Jewish  families 
will  be  permanently  cared  for  thereby. 

The  olive-tree  contributions  are  of  import- 
ance, however,  not  only  as  directly  advancing 
Jewish  agriculture  in  Palestine  but  also  as 
an  excellent  propagandistic  means  for  the 
Zionist  movement.  Those  who  until  now  have 
had  no  interest  in  Palestine  will  become  ac 
customed  by  their  contributions  for  olive  trees 
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to  the  idea  of  doing  their  part  in  co-operating 
in  the  cultural  elevation  of  Palestine.  An 
olive  tree  is  easily  donated,  especially  when 
several  persons  wish  to  honor  someone.  The 
idea  of  afforesting  the  now  shadeless  Holy 
Land  binds  one  in  no  direction,  is  pleasing  to 
everybody,  and  has  also  an  eminently  humani- 
tarian quality,  in  that  bread  is  provided  for 
many  people  and  the  income  serves  to  advance 
cultural  ends. 

Although  the  olive-tree  contributions  con- 
stitute the  only  Zionistic  institution  existing 
up  to  the  present  for  the  advancement  of 
agriculture,  there  are  alongside  of  it  certain 
other  institutions  pursuing  the  same  end, 
which,  though  not  Zionistic,  are  in  close  affili- 
ation with  that  movement.  These  agricultural 
institutions  for  Palestine  are:  (1)  The  Geulah, 
which  is  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  land 
in  the  interest  of  private  persons;  (2)  the 
Association  "Agudath  Nethaim,'*  which  is  en- 
gaged in  the  buying,  parceling,  planting  and 
management  of  tracts  of  land;  (3)  the  Pales- 
tine Agricultural  Association  ( Palestine- Agri- 
kultur-Gesellschaft),  just  being  founded,  an  as- 
sociation which  intends  after  the  fashion  of 
other  colonizing  associations  to  supply  Jew- 
ish capital  for  agricultural  enterprises  on  a 
large  scale,  and  (4)  the  planting  association 
"Palastina,"  which  strives  to  realize  the  Tal- 
mudical  command  that  every  Jew  shall  pos- 
sess at  least  four  square  "ellen"  of  his  own 
in  the  land  of  Isrr**!,  by  giving  to  each  member 
who  has  paid  at  once,  or  in  regular  instal- 
ments, the  sum  of  80  marks  (.100  francs,  100 
kroner,  $20  (£5)  a  small  orchard  to  be  his  for 
life,  from  the  income  of  which  the  possessor 
gets  annually  a  Palestinian  gift  in  the  form  of 
olives,   almonds,   raisins,   wine,   etc. 

Although  the  task  of  the  Geulah  up  to  the 
present  has  not  been  a  light  one,  since  just 
now  there  are  few  buyers  of  large  parcels  of 
land  in  Palestine,  in  spite  of  the  great  specu- 
lative value  which  land  there  possesses  on 
account  of  the  rapid  extension  of  planted  areas, 
still  this  association  has  up  to  the  present 
labored  satisfactorily  and  has  sold  again  almost 
all  the  land  which  it  bought. 

The  planting  association,  Palastina,  is  a 
philanthropic  institution  with  a  very  great  fu- 
ture, since  the  rabbis  especially  are  interested 


in  it  and  also  Christian  friends  of  Zionism 
as  well  as  most  Jews,  even  though  not  Zion- 
ists. Without  any  very  considerable  agitation^ 
the  association  has,  in  the  short  period  of  its 
existence  got  together  so  large  a  sum  as  to 
be  able  this  coming  winter  to  beg^in  plant- 
ing. 

The  planters'  association,  "Agudath  Ne- 
thaim," on  the  other  hand,  among  the  found- 
ers of  which,  along  with  others,  the  manager 
of  the  Jerusalem  branch  of  the  Anglo-Pales- 
tine Company,  Herr  Levy,  is  invaluable  for 
all  those  who  wish  to  obtain  not  merely  a 
nominal,  but  an  actual  and  inheritable  property 
in  Palestine;  for  those  who  by  payment  in  in- 
stalments wish  to  secure  a  piece  of  land  and 
plant  it,  so  as  to  provide  for  themselves  an  im- 
troubled  old  age  in  the  land  of  their  fathers, 
as  well  as  for  those  who  wish  to  prepare  for 
immediate  settlement  there,  or  for  sending  rel- 
atives. 

The  Palestine  Agricultural  Association 
(Palastina  Agrikultur  Gesellschaft),  on  the 
other  hand,  is  devoted  to  the  introduction  of 
new  methods  of  farming,  to  experimenting 
with  new  forms  of  cultivation,  and  to  begin- 
ning new  rural  industries ;  in  short,  to  under- 
take everything  for  which  a  small  enterprise 
is  not  sufficiently  capable  on  account  of  the 
risk.  Since  only  half  of  the  annual  subscrip- 
tions must  be  paid  in — thus,  of  the  minimum 
subscription  of  500  marks  annually,  on  250 — 
the  opportunity  is  given  to  people  of  small 
means  of  contributing  4heir  might  to  a  work 
which  will  apparently  be  of  use  not  only  to 
the  country,  but  promises  to  pay  a  good  rate 
of  interest  on  the  capital  invested  to  the  hold- 
ers of  the  shares.  It  is  true  that  few  people 
expect  much  from  agricultural  enterprises  in 
Palestine  employing  large  amounts  of  capital, 
and  it  is  unquestionable  to  be  admitted  that 
associations  of  small  proprietors  having  suf- 
ficient amounts  of  capital  at  their  command  . 
would  have  better  prospects.  But  at  present, 
this  method,  unfortunately,  has  not  been  tried, 
neither  in  Palestine  nor  here  with  us;  and, 
important  as  the  experiment  of  a  co-operative 
farm  may  be,  we  shall  scarcely  be  able  to 
count  upon  much  capital  being  drawn  toward 
it  before  its  success  shall  have  been  demon- 
strated. 
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Colonizing  agricultural  associations  man- 
aged on  a  purely  capitalistic  basis  are,  on  the 
other  hand,  founded  in  large  numbers  every 
year  in  England  as  well  as  in  Germany  and 
America,  and  why  should  not  such  highly  re- 
munerative products  as  oranges,  almonds, 
olives,  not  to  speak  of  cattle,  have  as  good 
prospects  in  Palestine,  with  its  still  relatively 
low  wages  and  low  price  of  land,  as  the  culti- 
vation of  cocoa,  tea,  hemp  and  caoutchouc  in 
the  tropics. 

A  return  of  eight  to  twelve  per  cent,  on  capi- 
tal may  afford  the  small  farmer  in  Palestine 
no  chance  to  exist;  the  capitalist  living  in 
Europe  and  America  will  be  entirely  satisfied 
with  it.  I  think  therefore  that  the  fact  that 
the  little  man  knows  how  to  work  more  econ- 
omically and  profitably  than  the  large  associa- 
tion, is  no  reason  for  not  founding  the  latter. 
Experience  everywhere  has  taught  that  that 
country  advances  most  rapidly  in  agriculture 
in  which,  amidst  large  numbers  of  small  farm- 
ers, single  big  estates  plentifully  endowed  with 
capital  have  found  their  way. 

In  spite  of  the  fact  that  a  foundation  at 
least  for  the  further  development  of  Jewish 
agriculture  has  been  laid  by  these  institutions, 
the  most  important  element  is  lacking,  viz., 
good  agricultural  cerdit  in  the  forms  of  land 
credit  and  building  credit. 

The  foundation  of  the  latter  should  be  laid 
first  in  the  form  of  a  Palestine  Homestead  As- 
sociation,  the  aim  of  which  should  be  to  af- 
ford the  opportunity  to  Jewish  farmers,  and 
especially  to  Jewish  agricultural  laborers,  to 
found  a  home  of  their  own  in  the  locality 
where  they  are  active.  They  ought  to  obtain 
a  house,  and,  if  possible,  also  about  5  Dou- 
nam  of  market-garden  land,  of  the  total  value 
of  1,500  to  3,000  francs,  which  they  may  trans- 
form in  15  to  20  years  by  annual  payments, 
into  their  own  property.  Since  the  houses 
will  remain  the  property  of  the  association  un- 
til completely  paid  for,  and  the  administrators 
of  the  colony  will  gladly  undertake  the  over- 
seeing of  the  houses  and  the  collections  of  the 
payments,  there  need  hardly  be  any  fear  of 
losses.  The  shares  fixed  at  100  marks  or 
francs  will  make  it  possible  for  our  comrades 
in  the  cause,  of  small  means,  to  become  mem- 
bers.    This  homestead  association  will  be  of 


great  importance  in  the  consolidation  of  the 
colonies,  since  the  impossibility  of  establish- 
ing a  home  of  our  own  lies  just  in  the  fact 
that  so  many  laborers  are  again  driven  out  of 
Palestine,  while  the  exorbitant  rents  for  houses 
in  the  villages  reduce  the  already  spare  wages 
of  the  agricultural  laborers  beyond  the  point 
of  endurance. 

The  establishment  of  a  land  credit  institu^ 
tion  will  be  much  harder.  And  yet  a  rapid 
extension  of  colonization  is  unthinkable  with- 
out it.  We  should  not  only  be  able  to  install 
in  Palestine  many  thousands  of  Jews  from 
South  Russia  accustomed  to  agriculture,  when 
we  shall  have  obtained  control  of  the  neces- 
sary funds  and  have  secured  the  legal  founda- 
tions for  placing  at  their  disposal,  on  condition 
of  gradual  amortization  and  at  a  low  rate  of 
interest,  plots  of  ground  ready  for  settlement, 
but  almost  all  the  older  colonists  would  give 
mortgages  on  their  present  lands,  houses  and 
plantings  and  with  the  money  so  obtained 
would  make  new  purchases  and  lay  out  new 
plantings. 

The  Germans  in  Palestine  have  given  us 
brilliant  examples  of  how  the  younger  sons  of 
the  older  colonists  may  be  led  by  the  grant- 
ing of  cheap  and  long-term  credit  on  the  land, 
to  establish  new  colonies  in  Palestine;  while 
in  the  absence  of  such  credit,  the  sons  of  Jew- 
ish colonists,  for  the  most  part,  are  compelled 
to  leave  Palestine.  The  founding  of  the  Ger- 
man colony,  "Wilhelma  Hamidie,''  in  the  year 
1903,  was  th€  work  of  the  Association  for  the 
Promotion  of  German  Settlements  in  Pales- 
tine, Ltd.,  at  Stuttgart.  In  spite  of  its  slight 
capital,  now  about  250,000  marks,  it  has  car- 
ried on  its  beautiful  work,  singly  and  alone 
by  leasing  the  ground  on  humane  conditions. 
There  is  no  reason  why  the  same  thing  should 
not  be  possible  on  the  part  of  the  Jews,  as 
soon  as  we  shall  have  command  of  capital 
which  is  not,  like  the  National  Fund,  surround- 
ed by  the  halo  of  the  "sacred  possession  of  the 
Jewish  people"  (von  der  Aureole  des  "heili- 
gen  Besitzes  des  Judischen  Volkes"),  and  is 
not  lodged  in  likeetashrdetaocmfetcmfwpetu 
not  hedged  in  like  the  latter  by  limitations 
born  of  strong  mistrust. 

The  creation  of  an  Agrarian  Fund  is,  there- 
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fore,  the  Alpha  and  Omega  of  all  agricultural 
progress  in  Palestine. 

Our  most  important  requirement,  hence,  is 
that  half  of  the  Palestine  Central  Fund  (Pal- 
astina  Centralfond)  which  is  to  formed,  shall 
go  to  an  Agrarian  Fund;  at  least,  until  the 
latter  shall  have  reached  the  one-milHon-mark 
level.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  adminis- 
trators of  the  National  Fund  can  be  induced 
to  allow  a  loan  of  this  size  to  the  Agrarian 
Fund,  so  that  the  Agrarian  Fund,  when  it 
shall,  as  we  hope  within  the  next  year,  have 
reached  the  sum  of  50,000  marks,  may  begfin 
work  with  100,000  marks. 

A  portion  also  of  the  Industrial  Palestine 
Fund,  for  which  I  propose  that  t  fourth  of 
the  Palestine  Central  Fund  be  reserved,  will 
undoubtedly  have  to  be  used  in  the  interest 
of  the  Jewish  villages.  This  will  be  either 
through  the  establishment  of  people's  kitchens, 
through  the  building  of  waterworks,  through 
the  improvement  of  the  means  of  transporta- 
tion, or  through  the  creation  of  (Pachtgen- 
tion,  or  through  the  creation  of  leasing  asso- 
ciations for  the  decimal  tax. 

Similarly  will  a  portion  of  the  last  fourth  of 
the  Central  Fund,  which  constitutes  the  Pales- 
tine Culture  Fund  have  to  be  used  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  agricultural  settlements,  whether 
in  the  support  of  schools,  the  establishment  of 
people's  libraries,  the  creation  of  experiment 
farms,  or  the  payment  of  traveling  teachers. 
The  experiment  station  and  the  farm-school 
also  might  prhaps  be  subventioned  out  of  4his 


part  of  the  Palestine  Fund. 

The  time  has  come  when  Zionists  should  be- 
gin to  concern  themselves  seriously  with  Pal- 
estine and  especially  to  direct  their  attention 
to  the  agricultural  conditions. 

Zionism  with  its  big  talk  and  its  absolute 
helplessness  in  the  presence  of  every  practical 
question,  is  beginning  to  cut  a  sorry  figure  in 
Palestine.  It  is  actually  laughed  at,  and  no 
longer  taken  seriously.  The  National  Fund 
is  hampered  by  its  charter,  and  the  bank  has 
until  now  not  been  in  condition,  and  will  not 
be  in  the  future  to  contribute  anything  of 
consequence  toward  the  amelioration  of  rural 
suffering.  On  the  contrary,  the  credit  it  has 
extended  has  repeatedly  proved  disastrous  on 
account  of  the  high  rate  of  interest  it  was 
obliged  fo  exact,  and  especially  on  account  of 
the  difficult  conditions  of  repayment,  or  ex- 
tensive payments  on  mortgages,  which  it  was 
obliged  to  require  in  its  own  interest.  Let  us 
create  a  fund  that  will  really  be  effective,  and 
let  us  entrust  it  to  an  organization  that  will 
be  located  at  one  place  and  provided  with 
adequate  powers  so  as  to  be  capable  of  actual- 
ly performing  work. 

The  question  of  prime  significance  here 
is  first  of  all — even  from  a  political  point 
of  view — shall  we  hold  onto  and  build  up  our 
strongest  bulwark,  the  rural  colonization  of 
Palestine,  or  shall  we,  caught  in  blind  doctrin- 
aire notions,  allow  them  to  fall  into  ruin  and 
become  extinct? 
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Vamb^ry  on  Zionism 


Believet  the  Sultan  u  Favorable  to  Jewish 
Cause 


Professor  Vambery,  in  a  conversation  re- 
cently in  a  suburb  of  Vienna,  where  he  is  now 
staying,  spoke  freely  of  his  interest  in  Jew- 
ish affairs  generally  and  in  Zionism  in  par- 
ticular. He  spoke  proudly  of  the  fact  that  de- 
spite his  crowded  career  and  the  opportunities 
which  have  taken  him  to  the  highest  spheres 
of  activity,  he  has  always  remained  a  Jew 
and  retained  a  strong  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  his  people.  He  is  a  believer  in  the  resto- 
ration of  the  Jewish  nationality. 

He  was  asked  what  the  attitude  of  the  Turk- 
ish government  was  toward  Zionism. 

"Since  the  Sultan  Abdul  Hamid  has  oeen 
sitting  on  the  throne,"  he  answered,  "there  ^iis* 
been  no  Turkish  government,  or  that  whicfe 
is  called  the  High  Porte.  The  Sultan  is 
everything,  and  he  does  everything.  The  Sul- 
tan's study  room  is  crowded  with  papers  and 
documents  that  are  sent  from  all  parts  of  his 
kingdom.  The  smallest  thing  in  his  govern- 
ment passes  through  his  hands. 

"The  Sultan,  of  whom  I  have  written  at 
length  in  my  book,  "The  History  of  My  Strug- 
gles," is  a  great  friend  of  the  Jews,  but  his 
love  for  them  is  not  uninfluenced  by  his  own 
interests ;  the  Jews  are  the  only  non-Mohamme- 
dan subjects  of  his  government  upon  whom 
he  can  depend.  The  Jews  are  themselves  to 
blame  if  they  do  not  get  the  recognition  from 
the  Sultan  which  might  have  been  theirs.  The 
Jews  should  have  been  more  closely  bound  up 
with  the  country.  There  are  some  of  them 
who  have  been  in  Turkey  for  centuries,  and 
they  still  speak  the  language  of  Torquemada.*' 

"Would  the  Sultan  permit  immigration  en 
masse  into  Palestine?" 

"The  Sultan  understands  the  value  of  immi- 
gration of  the  Jewish  masses,  and  he  knows 
what  such  immigration  can  do  for  the  devel- 
opment of  the  country.  The  Sultan  would, 
therefore,  welcome  the  immigration  of  Jews 
to  Asia  Minor  and  Mesopotamia.  These 
places  are  mostly  populated    by    Armenians, 


and  the  Jews  would  serve  the  Turkish  gov- 
ernment as  a  balancing  power.  There  are 
large  stretches  of  fruitful  land  that  is  the 
property  of  the  Sultan,  and  he  would  be  will- 
ing to  give  part  of  this  land  to  the  Jews." 

"Would  you  encourage  such  emigration?" 

To  this  Professor  Vambery  answered  that 
he  did  not  particularly  encourage  such  settle- 
ment. While  the  land  is  very  fruitful,  the 
Bedouins  and  the  other  nomadic  tribes  and 
the  warring  elements  would  make  the  lives  of 
the  Jews  unsafe. 

"And  why  is  not  the  immigration  into  and 
the  colonization  of  Palestine  by  Jewish  masses 
not  agreeable  to  the  Sultan?" 

"The  Sultan  must  reckon  with  the  powers, 
which  are  not  friendly  toward  granting  the 
Jews  a  charter;  the  charter  may  endanger  the 
influence  of  European  powers  in  the  East  and 
may  undermine  their  interests.  Can  you  imag- 
ine what  a  net  of  intrigfues  were  woven  here 
by  the  foreign  representatives  when  I  secured 
the   Sultan's  consent  to   receive   Dr.   Herzl?" 

"But  may  not  the  situation  change  within  a 
short  time?" 

Professor  Vambery  explained  that  the  pres- 
ent time  in  Turkey  was  not  a  favorable  one, 
but  that  there  were  reasons  to  hope  for  changes 
for  the  better.  The  young  elements  were  grad- 
ually being  imbued  with  the  spirit  of  European 
culture,  and  this  would  ultimately  lead  to  re- 
forms in  the  administration.  Thanks  to  the 
influence  of  Germany,  Asiatic  Turkey  would 
soon  follow  the  path  of  European  enlighten- 
ment. It  is  not  true  that  the  Europeans 
sought  to  destroy  the  Turkish  government. 
The  great  powers  were  themselves  in  'iar  of 
that  day  when  they  would  be  forced  to  make 
the  partition  of  Turkey,  he  said. 

"And  what  do  you  think.  Professor,  of  the 
possibilities  of  gaining  concessions  in  Pales- 
tine ?'* 

"Concessions  are  possible,  and  they  would 
also  prove  to  be  useful.  The  granting  of  some 
concessions  by  the  government  would  make 
possible  the  organization  of  emigration  com- 
missions, to  establish  factories  and  open 
schools,  etc.  But  for  these,  men  of  ability  are 
needed  and,  before  all,  Jews  who  should  be 
good  Turkish  subjects." 
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WOMDEBFUIi  DiSOOVBBY 

"The  Journal  and  Messenger  makes  the 
startling  announcement  that  the  editor  of  the 
Israelite  is  a  Jew.  We  are  discovered  at  last." 
— American  Israelite,  August  1. 

A  good  rule  is,  never  believe  all  you  see  in 
the  newspapers.  From  the  accounts  which  the 
Israelite  gives  of  Zionism,  the  Journal  and 
Messenger  announcement  is  actually  required. 
The  discovery  is  indeed  startling. 


What  Is  the  Mission? 

"Let  the  Zionist  ridicule  the  mission-idea  of 
the  Jew,  he  will  one  day  wake  up  to  learn 
that  the  laugh  is  on  the  other  side." — Tobias 
Shanfarber^  Israelite. 

We  have  no  quarrel  with  the  Mission  idea, 
per  se,  but  with  the  kind  of  mission.  We  do 
believe  it  is  our  mission  to  re-establish  the 
Jewish  Nation  on  its  ancient  territory.  We 
are  mission  Jews,  too,  but  we  don't  believe 
in  a  mission  that  does  not  square  with  good 
sense.  The  mission  to  be  scattered  and  to  be 
constantly  striving  to  remedy  the  evils  of  our 
scattered  condition,  all  the  while  holding  up 
the  banner  of  a  propaganda  which  we  cannot 
actualize  and  which  if  we  could  would  not  be 
acceptable  to  those  among  whom  we  are  to 
make  propaganda — is  something  we  leave  to 
"dreamers.'       We   are   not   spiritual   monists. 


The  Cohn  Case. 

"The  supporters  of  Rabbi  Dr.  Cohn,  who 
failed  to  secure  an  abrogation  of  the  decision 
of  the  communal  authorities  involving  his  dis- 
missal, have  resolved  to  found  an  independent 
congregation,  and  to  place  Dr.  Cohn  at  its 
head." — Jew'ish  Chronicle  (London). 

The  attempt  to  read  Zionism  out  of  Juda- 
ism, which  has  technically  succeeded  here  in 
America,  will  win  but  a  temporary  victory.  In 
the  Berlin  case  it  has  created  a  congrega- 
tion which  is  avowedly  Zionistic.  In  Amer- 
ica it  will  create  a  determined  minority  in 
the  reform  camp,  wihch  will  grow  and  eventu- 


ally so  re-make  the  reform  program  that  its 
historians  will  soon  find  themselves  in  the 
position  of  outsiders.  In  the  words  of  Dr. 
Schoessinger,  "Reform  Judaism  will  be  Zion- 
istic or  not  be  at  all." 


DUPLICATING   JEWISH    HISTORY. 

Paris,  August  21. — Very  few  persons  are  in 
Paris  just  now  against  their  will,  but  such  is 
the  position  of  Dr.  Emil  G.  Hirsch,  of  Chicaga 
Dr.  Hirsch  came  from  Chicago  to  make  a 
special  endeavor  on  behalf  of  Russian  Jews, 
but  was  turned  back  when  he  reached  the  Rus- 
sian frontier.  He  returned  to  Paris,  and  is 
now  at  the  Grand  Hotel  debating  what  next  to 
do.— N.  Y.  Herald  Cable. 

What  sort  of  an  endeavor  did  Dr.  Emil  G. 
Hirsch  expect  to  make?  What  could  any  sane 
man  expect  to  do  in  Russia,  a  foreigner  and  a 
Jew  to  boot?  This  is  another  instance  of  a  cheap 
play  to  the  galleries,  by  which  the  Jewish  posi- 
tion is  made  ridiculous.  Dr.  Hirsch  should 
have  been  a  little  more  original ;  surely  he  can- 
not afford  to  be  an  imitator  of  Dr.  Joseph 
Krauskopf,  continuous  publisher  of  sermons. 


Why  Doesn't  He  Wear  a  Zionist  Button 

"Of  course,  it  is  hardly  to  be  expected  that 
the  leaders  of  political  Zionism  will  frankly 
acknowledge  that  the  beginning  of  the  end  has 
come.  .  .  Once  let  them  abrogate  entirely 
the  notion  of  national  rehabilitation  and  piedge 
allegiance  to  the  purely  philanthropic  under- 
taking. .  .  and  the  Jews  of  the  world  will 
join  hands  with  them.— Rabbi  Leo  M.  Franklin^ 
in  The  Reform  Advocate" 

Being  one  of  the  Jews  of  this  world,  and 
having  decided  that  the  last  Congress  effect- 
ually dealt  the  death-blow  tb  political  Zionism, 
why  is  Rabbi  Franklin  reluctant  to  send  in  his 
shekel,  and  wear  the  button  of  practical  Zion- 
ism? 
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Laying  a  Ghost 

A  Story  of  the  Supernatural 


It  was  some  time  before  the  event  of  which 
I  shall  tell  you  that  the  Chevra  Kadisha  of 
Shikyon  held  a  meeting.  It  is  a  curious  fact 
—and  had  I  time  I  would  tell  all  about  what 
was  said  and  what  was  done,  but  that  shall 
come  some  other  time — that  they  were  discus- 
sing the  question  of  Elchanan's  funeral.  El- 
chanan,  you  should  know,  was  not  as  yet  dead. 
It  is  undoubtedly  true  that  while  the  young 
are  only  liable  to  die,  the  old  must  die;  but, 
as  Elchanan's  beard  had  more  gray  hairs  than 
black,  the  Chevra  Kadisha  was  not  wander- 
ing from  its  duties  in  considering  him  in  the 
light  of  a  candidate  for  the  better  world.  At 
the  time  of  this  meeting  old  Elchanan  was 
proud  of  his  activity.  He  was  always  busy 
about  his  little  shop,  which  stood  on  the  road 
to  Shikyon,  and  which  had  the  reputation  of 
having  the  best  spirits  in  the  neighborhood. 
The  one  concession  to  his  increasing  age  was 
the  employment  of  his  daughter  Chaitzke  about 
the  business.  Since  the  death  of  her  mother, 
she  had  assumed  the  duties  of  mistress.  Al- 
though only  seventeen,  she  knew  that  a  rouble 
was  worth  more  than  a  smile,  and  that  people 
liked  to  be  flattered,  and  since  the  use  of  her 
smiles  did  not  involve  any  expense,  she  always 
gave  a  smile  as  a  souvenir  with  every  pur- 
chase. As  a  result,  Reb  Elchanan  enjoyed 
a  flourishing  trade  and  the  respect  of  his 
neighbors. 

But  to  return  to  the  Chevra  Kadisha  meet- 
ing. What  should  happen  but  that  some  time 
before  his  death  Reb  Elchanan  should  make 
Reb  Zebulun,  the  Rich  Man,  angry.  And 
about  what!  It  was  when  Yankele  Laps  was 
taken  as  a  substitute  to  serve  in  the  army  in 
place  of  Labele,  Reb  Zebulun's  son.  Elchanan 
was  visiting  in  Shikyon  on  business,  and  he 
said  to  the  crowd  in  the  Beth  Hamidrash  that 
a  wrong  was  being  done  an  orphan.  He  even 
wenc  so  far  as  to  say  that  a  poor  boy  should 
not  be  made  to  serve  in  place  of  a  rich  one, 
even  though  it  be  Reb  Zebulun's  son.     Natu- 


rally, when  tKis  was  told  Reb  Zebulun,  he 
was  wroth.  (Who  would  not  be?)  That  a 
Man  of  the  Earth  should  so  insult  a  man  of 
his  standing  could  not  be  passed  by 
in  silence.  Reb  Zebulun  then  called  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Chevra  Kadisha  (all  of  which  is 
introductory  to  the  main  part  of  my  story) 
being  Gabbai,  for  who  but  a  Rich  Man  could 
do  the  honors  of  the  office  better?  When 
they  met  and  had  partaken  of  a  generous 
quantity  of  Reb  Zebulun's  vodka,  they  decided 
how  and  what,  when  and  where — they  knew 
nothing  about  it  afterwards — that  Elchanan 
should  not  be  buried  in  Shikyon;  but,  of 
course,  if  he  paid  a  thousand  roubles,  he 
could  rest  with  his  fathers  as  his  children 
would  wish  it. 

Who  knows?  Perhaps  it  was  to  try  the 
Chevra  Kadisha  that  what  followed  happened. 
It  is  true  that  soon  Elchanan  died,  died  like 
all  of  us  must  die ;  and  his  children  were  gath- 
ered about  to  do  the  last  honors,  and  the 
burial  was  the  chief  topic  of  discussion.  You 
can  believe  me,  they  all  were  in  great  distress. 
What  to  do?  Well  they  knew  the  grudge  Reb 
Zebulun  had  against  their  father,  and  of  the 
resolutions  that  had  been  passed.  To  beg 
pardon  of  the  Gabbai  was  like  begging  pardon 
of  a  snake;  and  to  pay  a  thousand  roubles 
meant  for  poor  Chaitzke  everlasting  maiden- 
hood. Who  would  marry  a  girl,  no  matter 
how  beautiful  or  how  virtuous  without  a 
dowry?  Still  the  question  was  to  bury  their 
father.  As  chance  would  have  it  (for  (jod 
sends  the  remedy  before  the  plague  itself) 
Motke  Pieyak  was  thought  of,  for  the  Lord 
surely  with  purpose  created  him  in  the  image 
of  their  father,  and  gave  him  a  thirsty  soul 
to  extricate  Elchanan's  children  from  their 
difficulty. 

To  tell  you  the  truth,  it  took  but  little  vodka 
to  get  Motke  as  drunk  as  a  pig.  When  he 
was  in  a  stupor,  Chaitzke,  assisted  by  her 
relatives,   dressed   him    in    the    dead    man's 
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shroud  and  the  dead  man  was  placed  in 
Motke's  dirty  clothes.  That  very  same  even- 
ing, on  my  faith,  they  sent  the  corpse  to  Shik- 
yon  for  burial,  assuming,  as  God  helps  such 
rascals,  that  it  would  be  taken  for  Motke 
Pieyak. 

Reb  Zebulun  received  the  corpse,  ignorant 
of  the  trick  that  had  been  played  on  him.  He 
certainly  took  it  to  be  Motke,  so  he  gave 
orders  that  it  should  be  buried  that  very 
evening ;  for  he  used  to  say.  'There  is  no  use 
in  keeping  such  merchandise  around  over 
night."  And  so  Elchanan  was  buried  under 
the  name  of  Motke  Pieyak,  and  the  Chevra 
Kadisha  received  not  one  kopeck. 

Now,  I  come  to  the  most  important  part  of 
my  story.  On  the  following  evening  Motke 
awoke.  He  was  surprised  to  find  himself 
wrapped  in  a  shroud.  "If  I  am  alive,"  he 
asked,  "why  am  I  dressed  thus?  And  if  I  am 
dead,  why  am  I  so  thirsty?"  He  groped 
about  for  a  while,  for  all  were  away  to  Shik- 
yon,  until  he  received  warning  from  that  most 
excellent  guardian,  the  stomach,  that  he  had 
better  get  something  to  eat.  He  arose  and 
went  out  toward  the  city. 

It  was  before  dawn  at  Shikyon.  A  woman 
was  crossing  the  street  delivering  rolls.  She 
saw  something  white  moving  toward  her  in 
the  shadowy  light.  Acting  on  inference,  she 
recognized  the  figure  as  a  ghost.  Of  course, 
she  forgot  all  earthly  matters  and  dropped 
her  rolls.  Like  mad  she  ran  through  the  street 
shouting  at  the  top  of  her  voice,  "A  ghost!  a 
mes!"  until  the  entire  neighborhood  was 
awakened. 

Motke  was  too  hungry  and  thirsty  to  pur- 
sue the  frightened  woman  and.  seeing  in  this 
a  sign  of  good  fortune,  he  picked  up  the  bas- 
ket of  rolls.  Without  the  Jeast  fear,  he 
turned  into  a  side  street  and  went  to  the 
burying  ground.  He  awoke  the  keeper,  who, 
not  being  of  the  chosen  people,  had  no  fear  of 
Jewish  ghosts,  and  told  him  his  adventures. 
This  keeper  was  a  reckless  fellow  and  be- 
longed to  the  same  spiritual  order  as  did 
Motke;  so  he  produced  a  little  brandy  and 
with  the  rolls,  they  enjoyed  a  good  break- 
fast. 

The  news  that  Sprintze  had  been  accosted 
by  a  ghost,  spread  like  wildfire  over  the  city. 


The  whole  city  was  interested  and  frightened. 
Men,  women  and  children  gathered  in  the 
road  to  talk  the  matter  over.  Some  forgot  to 
put  on  their  shoes,  and  others  were  partially 
dressed.  They  were  afraid  to  remain  in  doors 
while  it  was  dark.  A  general  argument  took 
place  in  the  street.  Sprintze  was  surrounded 
by  a  multitude  and  was  shaking  her  skeleton- 
like  body  to  and  fro,  motioning  with  both 
hands,  explaining  how  it  happened.  Like  a 
woman,  she  repeated,  and  repeated.  She  pic- 
tured the  ghost  approaching  and  its  unearthly 
movement — a  glide  without  any  perceptible 
effort.  A  short,  square  woman  who  stood 
near  Sprintze,  interrupted  now  and  then  by 
exclaiming  in  a  husky  voice,  *'Nissim!  Nissim! 
Upon  my  faith!"  A  woman  with  a  baby  in 
her  arms  shook  her  head  in  wonderment  and 
muttered  that  it  seemed  to  her  a  miracle 
that  the  ghost  had  contented  himself  with 
rolls.  The  scholars  discussed  the  matter,  too, 
with  an  eye  to  the  application  of  Talmudic 
and  Cabbalistic  precepts.  They  all  agreed 
that  it  was  a  ghost,  but  they  disagreed  as  to 
its  identity.  Reb  Labele  Ration,  who  was 
considered  in  Shikyon  the  greatest  living 
statesman,  was  inclined  to  believe  that  it  was 
the  ghost  of  a  woman  who  had  died  in  child- 
birth on  its  way  to  nurse  the  child.  But  Reb 
Yankel  Diyen  argued  that  the  ghost  of  a 
woman  would  not,  in  that  case,  carry  a  basket 
of  rolls.  Accordingly  he  summed  up  in  an 
inductive  melody,  that  is,  going  from  the  sim- 
ple to  the  complex,  with  an  application  of  the 
rules  of  logic  known  to  all,  that  the  ghost 
was  one  of  a  non-Jew  who,  not  being  admit- 
ted to  heaven,  was  compelled  to  forage  the 
earth  for  food.  But  the  Rabbi's  opinion 
seemed  to  find  favor.  Since  Motke  Pieyak 
was  the  last  Jew  buried,  it  surely  must  have 
been  his  ghost.  He  concluded  that  some  in- 
justice must  have  been  done  Motke,  otherwise 
he  would  have  rested  peacefully  in  his  grave. 
The  day  was  passed  in  these  discussions. 

Night  again  descended  on  Shikyon,  and 
still  all  was  in  an  uproar.  The  darkness  made 
the  ghost  story  all  the  more  awful  in  its 
significance.  Some  feared  to  leave  their  houses 
lest  the  ghost  should  scrape  acquaintance  with 
them.  They  gathered  in  groups  to  present 
a  united  front  to  any  calamity.     Even  late  in 
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the  evening,  when  the  distant  sound  of  the 
church  bell  announced  the  hour  of  midnight, 
they  were  still  on  the  street  in  the  same  fright- 
ened condition.  Suddenly  a  white  figure  was 
seen  moving  slowly  toward  Gedalyah's  inn  in 
Shikyon, 

A  terrible  scene  followed.  Like  a  comet's 
tail  running  away  from  it  was  the  crowd  that 
ran  out  of  Gedalyah's  place  Those  left  tried 
to  find  a  place  of  safety.  "A  ghost!  Here  he 
is!     A  mes!     God  help  us!" 

Some  began  to  curse  Reb  Zebulun  for  bring- 
ing a  such  a  misfortune  upon  the  city.  (It 
was  known  now  that  Reb  Zebulun  had  ordered 
Motke  to  be  buried  in  the  evening.)  One 
man  cried,  "We  are  lost  before  our  time,  lost 
before  our  time!"  Reb  Gedalyah,  who  stood 
behind  the  bar,  became  paler  than  the  ghost 
itself  and  quickly  leaped  through  the  window. 
His  wife  awoke  from  her  sleep  and,  scared 
nigh  to  death,  fell  into  a  fainting  fit.  In 
less  time  than  it  takes  to  count  fifteen,  there 
was  no  one  left  in  the  inn  but  the  ghost  and 
Gedalyah's  wife.  The  ghost  acted  in  the  most 
human  way  and  began  to  sample  the  whiskies 
with  the  utmost  unconcern.  Those  on  the 
outside  gathered  and  wondered.  They  waited 
for  something  to  happen.  Nothing,  however, 
happened  all  night.  At  last,  Gedalyah  rein- 
forced his  natural  courage  with  a  little  spirits 
handed  to  him  by  Reb  Yankel  Diyen,  and  de- 
termined to  enter.  He  was  backed  also  by 
his  numerous  customers,  who  were  waiting 
for  their  morning  dram.  He  entered.  Upon 
the  floor  in  a  drunken  slumber  law  the  ghost, 
its  shroud  in  disorder,  and  a  bottle  at  its 
side.  A  glance  at  the  slumberer  disclosed 
the  heathenish  keeper.  A  few  good  lashes 
soon  brought  him  to  his  senses.  He  explained 
his  appearance  by  confessing  that  Motke  and 
he  had  agreed  to  take  turns  at  the  business 
(which,  in  Motke's  opinion,  would  be  very 
profitable),  but  that  his  natural  liking  for 
whiskey  had  proved  too  much,  and,  as  a 
result,  his  discomfiture  and  discovery. 

When  Reb  Zebulun  discovered  the  trick 
Elchanan's  children  had  played  upon  him  he 
was  in  a  great  temper.  He  bit  his  fingernails 
in  anger.  Indeed,  he  was  ashamed  to  pass  the 
street.  He  was  in  public  disgrace  for  a  long 
time.     But  Chaitzke  soon  met  one  who  was 


pleased  with  her  dowry  and  married  her,  and 
so  she  was  content. 


On  The  Boundary  Line 


A  Fantasy  from  the  Yiddish  of  Perez 


It  was  on  the  boundary  line  that  Summer 
encountered   Winter. 

"What  ails  you?  You  seem  so  worn  out 
and  disturbed;  you're  not  half  as  well  as  when 
I  last  saw  you,"  remarked  Winter. 

"You  will  not  be  any  fresher,"  replied 
Summer,  sadly,  "after  you  have  worked  as  I 
have,  and  when  you're  work  is  done!" 

"Well,  everything  has  an  end,  must  have 
an  end,"  observed  Winter,  sententiously. 

Silence.    .    . 

Winter  interposed,  "What  news  do  you 
bring  from  over  yonder?"  * 

"No  pe^ce,"  replied  Summer,  "the  world's 
in  a  turmoil," 

"The  trees — how  are  they?" 

"I  cannot  understand  them.  They  have 
changed  so.  They  whimper  and  moan  and 
threaten  me  day  and  night  Their  distress 
clamors  in  my  ears,  and  even  when  they 
sleep,  I  am  not  at  ease.  They  are  in  a  con- 
spiracy against  me,  of  that  I  am  sure.  I 
don't  know  what  to  do,  what  to  do!" 

"What!  You  don't  know  what  to  do?  Ho! 
Ho!  Ho!  Why,  rot  them  all!"  cried  Win- 
ter. 

And  over  the  fields  and  through  the  Forest, 
behold,  a  Wind  was  born,  that  crept  over  the 
earth  like  an  evil  spirit.  W^here  it  breathed, 
the  leaves  stiffened  and  fell  from  the  branches. 
Where  it  passed,  in  its  wake,  the  little  quiv- 
ering twigs  broke  off  the  trees,  and  with 
weak  cries  rolled  over  among  the  poor  dead 
leaves,  mingling  with  the  dust.     .     .    . 

"And  the  waters?"  again  inquired  Winter, 
ominously. 

"Woe  is  me!  They  storm,  they  bellow,  they 
strain  against  the  walls  of  their  beds.  The 
world  seems  too  small  for  them.  Even  the 
little  waves  on  the  shallow  beach,  encourage 
the  larger  ones  to  press  against  the  sand— out 
with  you — no  fear — on  to  the  beach — nothing's 
in  the  way — mad!  Hell  has  been  unloosed 
to  destrov  me!" 
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•What  ho!  Brin^  forth  chains,"  command- 
ed Winter,  fiercely. 

He  spoke  and  the  waves  trembled,  and  be^ 
hold,  a  thin  silver  shimmer  spread  over  the 
waters  and  thickened  as  it  spread.  It  press- 
ed the  waves  back;,  it  held  them  close,  very 
close,  and  soon  an  awful  silence  covered  them. 
The  birds  flew  away.  The  trees  blanched. 
Peace   stalked  over  the   earth — ^peace.    .    .    . 

"Ha!  Ha!  And  how's  that  old  witch, 
Mother  Earth;  what's  she  up  to  now?" 

"I  dread  to  tell  it.  She  does  not  see  what 
I  see.  She  trumps  herself  up  in  all  her  finery, 
in  bright  colors,  and  hopes  to  keep  men  from 
looking  upward  by  having  them  admire  her 
beauty!" 

"The  old  Witch!  Shrouds!  Shrouds!" 
thundered  Winter,  shaking  with  anger. 

Far  off  on  the  horizon  appeared  a  little 
black  speck.  It  flew  swiftly,  waxed  larger, 
stronger,  and  when  it  had  reached  the  zenith, 
became  black  and  formidable.  Then,  inspired 
by  a  deep,  overpowering,  irresistible  spite,  it 
burst,  and  flung  itself  upon  the  Earth  and 
covered  it  with  a  vast  white  shroud,  chaste 
and  awful.    .    .    . 

The  Earth  was  buried  beneath  it,  and  there 
was  indeed  peace. 


Herzl's  Grave 


An  interesting  essay  on  the  origin  of  capi- 
talism among  the  Oriental  Jews  of  the  early 
Middle  Ages,  leading  up  to  the  end  of  the 
twelfth  century,  has  been  written  by  Ig^iaz 
Schipper  and  published  in  brochure  form  by 
Braumueller,  of  Vienna. 


UNANIMOUS. 
There  seems  to  be  a  Strang  unanimity  of 
opinion  in  the  editorial  sanctums  of  the 
American  Hebrew  and  the  Jewish  World,  of 
London,  as  to  the  significance  of  the  Congress. 
Zionism  is  as  good  as  dead,  for  the  American 
Hebrew  has  said  its  hesped.  Now  that  these 
influential  journals  have  disposed  of  Zionism, 
let  us  all  raise  the  flag  of  Itoism  and  take  a 
trip  around  the  world  to  catch  a  glimpse  of  the 
still  unknown  country  to  whose  bourne  no  trav- 
eler has  as  yet  gone,  for  a  safe  resting  place 
for  the  Jewish  people.  Anti-Zionists  will  cer- 
tainly have  no  objections  to  "X"  territory. 


B7  Harry  Myers 


Peace!  no  tear  for  him  who  sleepeth  near. 

Nor  mourning  word. 
Splendid   paean  rather  and   ringing  cheer 

Be  heard! 
Let  his  white  bones  know. 
Let  his  soul  discover 
Its  loving  overflow, 
Of  him  his  people's  lover 
In  our  voice's  thunder, 
in  our  labor's  glory! 
Find  in  each  tone  asunder 
His  triumphant  story, — 
Of  his  hope  grown  free. 
Of  his  battle  won, 
Of  Lion's  victory, 

And  Judah's  noonday  sun! 
Hosannah!  thou  that  sleepest  here, 

Hosannah!  master- Jew! 
Hosannah,  leader  'gainst  all  fear! 

Israel  lives  anew! 


Liszt's  Advice 


Richard  Wagner,  the  great  dramatic  com- 
poser, who  was  registered  in  school  as  Rich- 
ard Geyer,  and  who  was  in  all  probability  a 
son  of  Geyer,  the  Jewi.sh  actor,  singer,  painter, 
and  playwright,  was,  as  everybody  knows,  fond 
of  abusing  the  Jev/s.  The  pianist  Liszt,  who, 
so  far  as  known,  had  no  Semitic  blood  in  his 
viens,  also  once  indudged  in  a  tirade  against 
Jews  (perhaps  to  please  Wagner),  although 
he  wrote  an  article  in  which  he  demanded 
that  Palestine  should  be  acquired  as  a  home- 
stead for  the  Jews,  and  all  of  them  exported 
thither.  A  few  months  after  its  appearance, 
when  he  was  at  Weimar,  he  received  a  visit 
from  the  eminent  violoncellist,  David  Popper, 
whom  he  greatly  admired. 

"Whence  and  whither?"  asked  Liszt  after 
greeting  him  cordially. 

"I  am  on  my  way  to  Jerusalem,  dear  mas- 
ter, in  accordance  with  your  wishes,"  was 
the  answer. 
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EDITOBIALS 


THE  EIGHTH  ZIONIST  CONGRESS. 

There  is  a  strange  similarity  in  the  tone  of 
the  Congi'^ss  to  that  of  our  own  convention. 
Theoretical  differences,  from  which  the 
prophets  foretold  dissensions,  were  supplanted 
by  questions  of  organization.  Though  several 
speakers  did  attempt  to  introduce  discussions 
on  matter. of  principle,  there  appeared  to  be  no 
serious  differences  of  opinion.  As  President 
Wolffsohn  put  it:  "Give  the  Actions  Comite 
ample  support,  and  you  will  not  have  to  complain 
of  its  inactivity."  What  Zionism  needs  is  not 
pilpulistic  discussions  but  positive  strength. 
As  a  result,  the  Congress  devoted  itself  to  the 
business  before  it,  and  arrived  at  conclusions 
that  will,  if  Zionists  do  their  duty,  result  in 
a  strong  international  organization  capable  of 
doing  so-called  practical  work  in  Palestine 
together  with  so-called  political  work. 

It  must  be  pointed  out  that  in  this  Congress 
it  was  Herr  David  Wolffsohn  who  distin- 
guished himself  for  his  sagacity  and  his  tact 
in  dealing  with  the  delegates.  He  not  only  led 
the  Congress,  but  unlike  the  gentleman  who 
threatened  to  supplant  him,  convinced  the 
Congress  of  the  advantages  of  his  policy,  and 
was  followed  not  by  a  cowed  majority,  but  by 
an  enthusiastic  Congress.  Herr  Wolffsohn 
stands  out  now  as  a  capable  leader,  one  who 
has  the  courage  of  his  convictions  and  also  that 
higher  political  sense  which  is  capable  of  mak- 
ing friends  out  of  opponents. 

The  Congress  decided  to  support  several  in- 
stitutions in  Palestine,  encouraged  those  vari- 
ous institutions  that  are  maintained  by  private 
Zionists,  and  in  every  way  recognized  that  as 
a  democratic  movement  it  dare  not  go  too  far 
ahead  of  the  people,  from  whom  its  support 
must  come.  The  report  of  the  Palestine  Com 
mission  was  ably  presented  and  discussed,  and 


other  matters,  such  as  the  alteration  of  the 
statutes  of  the  Bank,  and  the  revision  of  the 
Congress  rules,  were,  with  a  few  exceptions, 
settled  in  a  sensible  way. 

Though  Dr.  Nordau's  opening  address  was  a 
masterpiece  of  oratory  and  Zionistic  enthusi- 
asm, and  though  there  were  several  speeches  of 
remarkable  eloquence,  probably  the  best 
speeches  of  the  Congress  were  those  of  Herr 
Wolffsohn  and  Dr.  Schamaryahu  Lewin,  the 
one  in  defense  of  the  Actions  Comite,  the  other 
in  criticism  of  educational  methods  of  Pales- 
tine. 

We  need  not  despair  for  the  future  of  Zion- 
ism while  it  is  possible  to  gather  such  an  as- 
semblage of  ardent  Zionists  as  composed  the 
Eighth  Congress.  The  froth  of  mere  elo- 
quence has  passed  away ;  the  need  of  a  master- 
ful leadership  is  no  more  a  necessity,  and  the 
Zionist  Congress  has  become  a  fixed  institu- 
tion in  the  life  of  the  Jewish  people,  which 
no  criticism  and  no  rebuff  can  weaken.  It  re- 
mains for  the  Jewish  people  to  give  it  that 
power  to  go  from  gfreater  to  greater  achieve- 
ments. 


YIDDISH  PROPAGANDA  IN  AMERICA. 

That  Zionism  has  progressed  in  America  is 
best  shown  by  the  strength  of  the  demand  for 
Yiddish  Zionistic  literature.  A  few  years  ago 
it  was  the  prevailing  opinion  in  the  Federation 
that,  conceding  the  desirability  of  an  organ  in 
Yiddish,  there  were  present  neither  the  funds 
for  its  maintenance  nor  the  literary  forces  to 
support  it.  At  that  time  there  were  few 
Yiddish  writers  willing  to  risk  their,  liveli- 
hoods for  the  sake  of  Zionism,  and,  had  they 
been  willing,  they  were  not  able  to  maintain 
the  right  sort  of  a  press.  In  fact,  Zionist  lit- 
erature in  Yiddish  was  dependent  upon  the 
Russian  output,  and  there  seemed  to  be  no 
need  for  domestic  contributions  to  Zionist 
thought,  for  no  serious  questions  had  devel- 
oped here.  The  Yiddish  writers  in  America, 
products  of  a  previous  development  in  Jewish 
life,  found  it  more  profitable  to  write  for  the 
so-called  "commercial"  press,  and  organized 
Zionists  were  not  sufficiently  interested  to  war- 
rant a  dependence  upon  their  financial  sup- 
port. 
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Now  conditions  have  radically  improved,  and 
the  wisdom  of  the  conservatism  of  the  Federa- 
tion has  been  demonstrated.  The  appeal  of 
the  Yiddish  press  fund  is  now  met  with  en- 
thusiasm, and,  at  the  same  time,  with  caution 
and  deliberative  energ>'.  The  influx  of  Rus- 
sian Zionists,  readers  and  writers,  the  rise  of 
Zionism  as  a  question  that  deserves  study  and 
interpretation — these  point  to  a  good  oppor- 
tunity for  an  alert  Zionist  press.  And  the 
situation  also  is  better  appreciated.  It  is 
recognized  that  a  propagandist  press  is  at  a 
disadvantage.  It  must  depend  upon  the  sacri- 
fices of  the  adherents  of  the  cause.  True  to 
the  interests  of  the  movement,  it  cannot  hope 
for  financial  success  for  many  years.  A  case 
is  known  of  the  financial  success  of  a  Yid- 
dish party  organ,  but  as  that  organ  has  suc- 
ceeded it  has  become  less  and  less  a  party 
organ,  and  its  position  is  now  maintained  at  the 
expense  of  the  principles  for  which  it  stands. 
This  a  Zionist  organ  must  be  prepared  to 
avoid,  and  as  a  consequence  to  suffer  finan- 
cially. 

In  short,  though  difficulties  are  in  the  way, 
it  is  now  possible  for  Zionists  in  America  to 
organize  a  Yiddish  press  with  the  confidence 
that  writers  will  be  forthcoming  to  maintain 
its  literary  standard,  and  that  there  will  be 
Zionist  workers  to  hold  its  head  above  water 
until  it  is  able  to  maintain  itself. 


MR.     SCHIFFS     SOLUTION     OF     THE 

J  HIV  IS  II    QUESTION. 

I. 

Mr.  J.\cob  H.  Schiff's  refusal  to  "attack" 
Zionism  will' be  better  appreciated,  probably, 
by  the  reformers  who  implored  him  to  make 
the  attack  than  by  Zionists.  The  "Schiff" 
reproof  is  more  deadly  than  his  attack.  Had 
he  decided  to  give  Zionism  a  sharp  cut  with 
his  delicate  rapier,  there  might  have  been  an 
opportunity  for  the  wounded  party  to  join  is- 
sues with  him,  but  his  reproof  leaves  us  a 
scant  opening  for  a  reply. 

It  must  be  granted  that  Mr.  Schiff's  state- 
ment that  Zionism  is  impracticable,  and  that 
its  realization  has  no  relation  to  immediate 
affairs,  will  have  a  large  influence  upon  those 
timid  souls  who  dearly  love  to  have  "author- 
ity"  for   their   indifference   to   Zionism.     Mr. 


Schiff's  eminence  as  a  practical  man,  coupled 
with  his  impeccable  sincerity,  and,  as  it  were, 
homely  piety,  gives  any  statement  he  ventures 
to  make  the  authority  of  experience  and  altru- 
ism, which,  to  the  ordinary,  reform  Jewish 
mind,  ends  all  argument.  The  head  of  the 
Kuhn-Loeb  Company,  the  Jewish  Maecenas, 
the  American  Rothschild,  the  liberal  and  wise 
philanthropist,  has  declared  Zionism  a  dream! 
Shall  the  ordinary  merchants  and  brokers 
and  provincial  members  of  the  Jewish  Re- 
form Church  venture  an  opinion  after  he  has 
spoken  ? 

But  in  the  domain  of  historical  precedents, 
in  the  face  of  vital  issues  that  cannot  be  set- 
tled as  easily  as  one  balances  his  accounts  every 
six  months,  with  a  problem  that  affects  a 
whole  people's  future — in  the  presence  of 
which  the  staving  off  of  an  immigration  bill 
is  a  mere  bagatelle — Mr.  Schiff's  opinion  loses 
its  authority  and  must  bear  the  scrutiny  of 
impartial  review,  and  his  conclusions,  also, 
must  tally  with  the  known  facts. 

In  essence,  the  criticism  of  Mr.  Schiff's 
view  is  that  it  is  based  on  its  narrowness. 
Will  the  larger  question  of  anti-Semitism  in 
Germany  and  Austria  also  be  settled  by  the 
Industrial  Removal  Office  and  the  Galveston 
scheme?  Arc  the  five  million  Russian  Jews 
to  have  their  future  made  less  of  a  dream 
by  the  Removal  Oflice?  Has  the  Jewish  ques- 
tion, in  short,  concentrated  only  at  the  port  of 
New  York,  and  have  Kishineff,  Roumania, 
Lueger,  the  British  Aliens  bill,  etc.,  been 
erased  from  the  pages  of  modern  Jewish  his- 
tory, leaving  no  traces  behind  them? 

It  is  an  American  Jewish  problem^  Mr. . 
Schiff  sees  and  thinks  he  solves.  But  even  dis- 
persion means  reconcentration  at  some  future 
time.  Will  the  Jews  of  America  throw 
off  only  those  customs  that  are  repugnant  to 
modern  conventions,  and  will  their  life  ex- 
press itself  only  in  a  religious  form?  The 
Yiddish  literature,  the  Yiddish  theatre, 
irreligion,  nationalistic  socialism  among  the 
Jews — cannot  these  also  be  scattered  and  made 
ineffective?  Ghettoism  is  not  confined  to  New 
York,  nor  is  it  altogether  dependent  upon  num- 
bers. 

In  short,  it  may  be  said  without  levity,  lit- 
erally, that  Mr.  Schiff  has  discussed  the  Jewish 
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j  problem  with  his  back  to  Europe  and  his  eyes 
!  fixed  on  New  York.  What  has  been  occurring 
behind  his  back  did  not  interest  him  when  he 
administered  his  reproof  to  Zionism.  Nor  does 
he  understand  clearly  the  development  of  Jew- 
ish life  on  the  East  Side. 


//. 

In  his  second  statement  on  Zionism,  Mr. 
Schiff  presents  the  issue  upon  which  so  many 
German  Jews  rest  their  theoretical  opposition. 
As  a  matter  of  fact,  their  opposition  is  really 
due  to  indifference  to  the  Jewish  future,  but 
it  is  always  better  to  have  a  point,  in  order  that 
the  rational  query,  "What  about  the  Jewish 
Future?"  may  be  met  with  some  show  of  rea- 
son. We  do  not  say,  however,  that  Mr.  Schiff 
raises  this  question  from  such  motives.  His 
motive  is  to  fend  off  any  danger  to  the  Jewish 
position  in  America,  and  he  actually  thinks  that 
Zionism  does  imperil  the  status  of  the  Jews. 
His  is  the  Goluth  motive. 

He  forgets,  however,  that  American  citizen- 
ship is  somewhat  different  from  that  of  Ger- 
many, France  and  other  European  countries 
still  imbued  with  the  monarchical  idea. 
America  is  the  meeting  place  of  the  races  of  the 
world;  it  is  a  federation  of  races.  Here,  all 
racial  influences  meet,  and,  as  far  as  possible, 
blend,  but  the  mixture  is  not  complete,  and  there 
is  not  one  locality  where  the  American  type 
prevails.  As  a  democratic,  representative  slate, 
the  United  States  embodies  in  its  constitution 
the  demands  the  state  has  a  right  to  make  upon 
the  citizen;  it  can  not  exceed  the  authority 
vested  in  it  by  the  constitution.  Therefoio,  tht 
good  citizen  is  he  who  obeys  the  laws,  pays  his 
taxes,  takes  up  arms  in  defense  of  his  country — 
when  it  is  right — and,  out  of  enlightened  self- 
interest  is  concerned  in  all  the  probkmi  of 
American  hfe.  This  he  may  do  and  i-t  the 
same  time  have  other  interests  that  arc  not 
American  at  all.  He  may  be  devoted  to  Italian 
music,  German  art,  to  French  literature,  to 
Russian  freedom,  and  in  no  way  does  that  con- 
flict with  any  duty  which  he  owes  the  country 
of  which  he  is  a  member.  Mr.  Schiff 's  con- 
tention would  be  valid  only  in  a  case  where  the 
Zionist  state  was  already  in  being,  and  when 
an  issue  in  conflict  with  an  American  inlercft 


arises.  Until  such  an  eventuality,  the  criticism 
of  the  actual  incompatibility  of  Zionism  and 
American  good  citizenship  is  a  libel  on  good 
American  citizens,  and  will  not  benelit  the 
Jews  as  a  people  or  as  a  religious  body. 
That  man  is  a  narrow-minded  churl  who  would 
find  fault  with  the  Irish,  who  want  to  see 
the  land  of  their  birth  free;  or  with  the  Ger- 
mans, who  promote  a  German  culture  in 
America;  or  with  certain  Christians  who  take 
up  missionary  work  in  heathen  lands ;  for  what 
ever  these  persons  are  doing  they  do  in  the 
name  of  a  universal  ideal,  with  which  the  tra- 
ditions of  American  democracy  are  fully  in  ac- 
cord. Lafayette,  taking  up  arms  with  the 
Americans  against  England;  the  German  refu- 
gees who  helped  the  Union  forces  in  our  Civil 
War;  did  they  not  have  the  approval  of  their 
own  countries  first  of  all;  were  they  disldyal 
to  France  and  to  Germany,  respectively,  when 
they  helped  in  the  cause  of  freedom?  The  only 
difference  in  the  case  of  Zionism  lies  in  the 
fact  that  Zion  must  first  be  inhabited  by  a 
Jewish  population,  free  from  alien  cultural  in- 
fluences, and  industrially  relieved  of  undue  op- 
pression. When  that  is  realized,  we  shall  be, 
absolutely,  in  a  political  sense,  in  the  same  po- 
sition as  are  the  Irish. 

It  is  true,  our  principle  destroys  the  theory 
of  Jewish  life  that  as  soon  as  a  German  or 
Russian  Jew  touches  American  soil  he  at  once 
becomes  an  American  patriot,  and  that  when 
the  same  Russian  or  German  touches  British 
soil  he  at  once  becomes  a  screaming  English 
chauvinist.  It  destroys  the  theor>'  that  we  are 
American  "patriots,"  which  no  one  believes, 
and  which  it  is  to  no  one's  interest  that  they 
should  believe.  What  England  and  what 
America  demand  of  us  is  good  citizenship,  and 
that  from  every  point  of  view  the  Russian 
and  German  Jews  are  as  good  citizens  as  we 
have,  no  one  is  foolish  enough  to  deny. 

With  Mr.  Schiff's  ideas  of  the  Jewish  mis- 
sion it  is  idle  to  quarrel,  for  the  religious  mis- 
sion has  been  amply  shredded.  If  the  'mis- 
sion-Jews" speak  of  their  mission,  we  declare 
that,  if  it  is  a  mission  you  want,  we  too  have  a 
mission,  the  national  mission,  which  every 
people  must  have  in  order  to  inspire  it  to  con- 
tinued self-expression  and  individuality. 
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JAFFA. 

GOOD    IMMIGRANTS    COMING. 

Jaffa,  July  31. — It  is  pleasant  news  to  in- 
form you  that  immigrants  are  still  coming  in, 
and  not  only  from  Russia,  but  also  from  South 
Africa,  Australia  and  some  from  America. 
And  these  immigrants  bring  sufficient  means 
with  them  to  start  in  business  or  purchase 
plantations,  and  that  is  exactly  what  we  want 

A     PALESTINE    IMPROVEMENT    COMPANY. 

A  land  section  of  the  Anglo- Palestine  Jews* 
Club  has  now  been  formed  into  "The  Palestine 
Improvement  Company,"  with  a  capital  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars  divided  into  shares  of  one 
hundred  dollars  each.  The  objects  of  the 
company  are  to  purchase  the  land  in  Gaza,  to 
which  I  alluded  in  previous  letters,  and  to 
stimulate  industries  in  that  district.  At  present 
only  ten  per  cent,  of  the  capital  has  been  sub- 
scribed; applications  for  shares  must  be  sent 
wtih  the  cash  to  the  Anglo-Palestine  Company 
at  Jaffa.  The  money  will  be  left  in  the  bank 
until  March  31,  1908,  when,  if  the  scheme  of 
the  company  cannot  be  realized,  the  share- 
holders shall  have  the  privilege  of  withdrawing 
their  contributions,  minus  the  expenses  in- 
curred. I  believe  this  is  a  matter  which  should 
interest  American  Zionists.  The  land  the 
company  proposes  to  buy  is  situated  near  the 
sea  in  a  position  well  adapted  for  commerce 
and  industry,  and  it  is  cheap.  Further  infor- 
mation may  be  received  from  the  bank,  or 
from  "The  Palestine  Development  Company," 
care  of  the  Anglo-Palestine  Company,  Jaffa. 

CHARGES    AGAINST    COLONISTS    UNTRUE. 

#  There  is  no  foundation  to  the  charge  made 
against  the  colonies  of  Rishon  le  Zion,  Recho- 
both,  Katrah  and  Petach  Tikvah,  that  they  had 
falsely  declared  their  vines  infected  with  dis- 
ease, thus  being  exempt  from  taxes.  The  col- 
onists have  now  been  asked  to  remit  taxes  for 
the  past  eight  years,  which  means  quite  a  sum. 
Of  course,  the  colonists  refuse  to  pay  a  debt 


they  believe  they  do  not  owe.  It  is  therefore 
proposed  that  a  Constantinople  commission  be 
asked  for  to  investigate  the  whole  matter,  and 
to  find  whether  the  vines  were  infected  or  not 
If  the  colonists  consent  to  this  procedure,  they 
will  have  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  commis- 
sion.   The  matter  is  still  undecided. 


Dr.  Kohan-Bernstein,  the  Russian  Zionist, 
has  been  appointed  to  a  medical  post  in  the 
colony  of  Yama  in  Galilee,  and  has  already 
brought  over  his  family  and  will  soon  settle 
down  at  Yama. 


While  in  Palestine,  Dr.  Schmaryahu  Lewin 
purchased  fifty  dunam  of  land  in  the  colony 
of  Wady  Hanin. 


The  vintage  opened  on  Sunday  last.  This 
year's  crop  is  good  in  quality  and  quantity. 

Dr.  J.  L.  Magnes  has  taken  every  advantage 
of  his  stay  in  Palestine  to  study  conditions.  It 
was  impossible  for  me  to  interview  him  and  to 
learn  what  he  thinks  of  the  land. 


BUILDING   HALTED  BY  GOVERNMENT. 

The  building  of  the  Rechoboth  vine  caves 
was  stopped  recently  by  order  of  the  Pasha 
under  whose  jurisdiction  it  is.  This  decree 
has  created  some  anxiety.  A  further  order 
has  been  issued  by  the  same  governor  to  the 
effect  that  permits  for  establishing  factories  or 
any  business  must  be  secured  direct  from  Con- 
stantinople. It  appears  that,  on  the  whole,  the 
present  local  government  is  not  favorably  dis- 
posed to  Jewish  interests.  We  hope  that  this 
official  will  not  long  interfere  with  the  peace- 
ful development  of  the  locality.  It  may  be 
said  that  his  restrictions  concern  only  Otto- 
man subjects. 

RISHON  LE  ZION. 

THE    RISHON    LE    ZION    ANNIVERSARY. 

RiSHON    Le   Zion,   July   31. — On   Thursday 
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the  15th,  about  two  thousand  people  of  ever> 
age  and  condition,  gathered  at  Rishon  le  Zion 
to  celebrate  the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the 
foundation  of  the  colony^  Platforms  were 
erected  in  the  Town  Hall,  from  which  ad- 
dresses were  delivered  by  Dr.  Kohan- Bern- 
stein, Dr.  Tschlenow,  David  Levontin  and 
others.  The  streets  were  illuminated  and  a 
display  of  fireworks  followed  the  addresses. 
The  celebration  passed  off  very  quietly. 

Twenty-five  years  ago,  the  pioneers  settled 
in  Rishon  and  lived  in  huts,  in  a  desolate  place 
infested  by  hyenas,  jackals  and  snakes.  To- 
day it  is  a  paradise  of  beautiful  villas,  amid 
vines,  almond  trees  and  other  fruit  trees. 
Then,  the  pioneers  had  to  engage  in  daily  skir- 
mishes with  their  Arab  neighbors.  Now  the 
Arabs  find  employment  in  the  colony,  and  sub- 
mit to  the  superior  energy  of  the  Jews.  Much 
is  due  to  Baron  Rothschild,  more  than  is 
usually  accorded  him.  Rishon  has  cost  him, 
it  has  been  estimated,  more  than  five  million 
dollars,  and  much  of  his  money  was  squan- 
dered. During  the  past  quarter  of  a  century, 
many  mistakes  were  made,  but  we  hope  that 
when  Rishon  celebrates  its  jubilee  all  these 
mistakes  shall  have  been  rectified. 


Herman  Bahr  on  Zionism 


JERUSALEM. 


NEW    PASHA    UNFAVORABLY    DISPOSED. 

Jerusalem,  July  31.— The  new  Pasha  is  not 
favorably  disposed  toward  the  Jewish  popula- 
tion, and  he  is  very  stringent  in  the  matter 
of  building.  As  elsewhere,  he  has  issued  a  de- 
cree that  all  new  buildings  must  be  sanctioned 
by  a  permit  from  Constantinople. 

DEATH   OF  RA^BI  BLAzER. 

On  the  20th  of  Ab,  Rabbi  Isaac  Blazer,  for 
many  years  rabbi  at  St.  Petersburg,  died.  He 
had  lived  in  Jerusalem  for  three  years  and  was 
the  head  of  the  Central  Committee  of  the  Ash- 
kenazim,  Perushim  and  Chassidim  in  Jerusa- 
lem. He  directed  that  no  orations  be  delivered 
at  his  funeral,  but  his  request  was  not  heeded, 
and  thousands  followed  his  body  to  the  grave. 
He  was  seventy-three  years  old. 


Mr.  Nathan  T.  Isaacs  and  Miss  Isaacs,  of 
Cincinnati,  wish  their  friends  a  Happy  New 
Year. 


(An  interesting  contribution  to  non- Jewish 
estimates  of  Zionism  has  just  been  made  in 
an  article  written  by  Herman  Bahr,  the  well- 
known  German  novelist  and  critic,  author  of 
"Der  Meister,"  "Der  Apostel,"  "Zur  Kritik 
der  Moderne  Dramen."  It  is  encouraging 
to  all  Zionists  to  note  how  clear  is  the  in- 
sight of  the  literary  artists  of.  power  into 
Zionism,  and  how  incomprehensible  Zionism 
appears  to  so  many  of  our  own  brethren.  It  is 
because  the  gentile  sees  Jewish  life  with  nor- 
mal vision,  while  to  the  Jews,  all  things  Jew- 
ish appear  distorted.) 

"I  must  confess  that  I  have  long  looked 
upon  Zionism  with  suspicion.  This  was  very 
much  due  to  the  fact  that  it  has  often  been 
described  to  me  as  a  kind  of  Jewish  chauvin- 
ism. Accidently,  I  later  had  the  opportunity 
to  observe  the  main  idea  of  Zionism  more 
closely  and  I  cannot  deny  that  it  has  made 
a  powerful  impression  upon  me  and  that  its 
spiritual  beauty  has  charmed  me.  I  am  not 
speaking  of  the  political  aspect  of  the  question ; 
but  as  an  artist,  I  cannot  divert  my  view  from 
the  beaut>'  Zionism  presents.  I  remember  very 
well  how  I  came  to  realize  this  beauty. 

"One  day  a  little  Jewish  student  from  Gal- 
icia  came  to  me  and  he  described  to  me  the 
terrible  poverty  and  wretchedness  of  the 
natives  of  his  town  and  how  the  young  people 
grow  up  in  squalor  and  without  any  prospect 
or  hope  of  ever  seeing  any  light  or  happiness 
in  their  life.  "But  they're  no  more  than 
Jews!''  he  said.  "And  the  Jew  has  no  right  to 
the  beautiful  side  of  life!  And  in  the  midst 
of  the  terrible  poverty  of  the  spirit  there  rises 
before  the  eyes  of  the  soul  a  city  beautiful, 
which  glows  and  gleams  far,  far  away, — a  city 
where  Jews  may  be  men  and  where  they  may 
hax-^e  the  right  of  human  beings  to  happiness 
and  to  beauty.  But  that  beautiful  city  will 
not  be  given  to  them  as  a  gift;  they  mqst  at- 
tain it  through  work,  they  must  drag  it  out  of 
the  abyss,  they  must  raise  it  out  of  the  ground 
with  their  own  hands."  I  wish  you  had  heard 
how  that  little  student,  lean  and  weary  and 
persecuted  by  fate,  described  it  all.  I  had 
for   the   first   time   caught   a    glimpse   of   the 
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glory  of  Zionism.  I  had  felt  for  the  first 
time  that  it  is  a  dream  of  exalted  and  en- 
trancing beauty  and  only  great  nations  can 
dream  such  dreams. 

"All  my  life  have  I  longed  for  a  heroic  ideal. 
I  have  always  believed  that  the  great  mis- 
fortune of  our  time  lies  in  the  fact  that  we 
lack  men  of  heroism,  who  would  be  capable 
of  performing  some  heroic  deeds  for  mankind. 
And  what  is  it  that  all  artists  seek  in  life? 
A  heroic  ideal.  How  often  have  we  cried: 
'Give  us  men  of  bravery.'  We  have  no  heroes. 
Now  these  Jews  have  realized  for  themselves 
this  wish.  Can  there  be  a  greater  heroic  deed 
than  the  determination  to  transform  a  dream 
into  a  reality?  He  who  has  the  will  to  create 
a  higher  life  is  a  hero.  The  poet  Byron  once 
complained :  *I  lack  a  hero.'  How  often  have 
we  all  expressed  regret  that  we  are  surround- 
ed by  little  people  and  seldom  see  any  man  of 
heroic  proportions.  Well,  here  are  the  heroes ! 
And  in  their  presence  we,  too,  might  become 
bigger  and  better. 

''Easy-going  persons — those  people  who  talk 
of  everything  and  do  nothing — have  told  me 
that  the  principles  of  Zionism  are  not  practic- 
able. .\s  to  that  I  cannot  judge;  but  even  if 
all  they  say  is  true,  Zionism  does  not  thereby 
lose  anything  in  my  eyes.  The  main  thing  of 
importance  is  the  capability  of  the  Jewish 
people  to  conceive  a  lofty  ideal.  A  people 
that  has  a  high  ideal  becomes,  through  that 
alone,  greater  and  more  beautiful,  and  only 
nations  that  have  life  in  them  and  are  capable 
of  living  can  conceive  exalted  national  ideals. 
It  seems  to  me  that  through  Zionism,  the  Jew- 
ish people  has  come  to  life  again. 

"Many  people  ask  the  question  as  to  whether 
the  Jewish  people,  who  enjoy  all  the  benefits 
of  and  contribute  to  the  general  culture,  will 
not  suffer  by  ceasing  to  participate  in  the  life 
of  this  culture.  The  answer  is,  that  they  will 
not  cease  to  take  part  in  general  culture.  On 
the  contrary;  when  they  have  attained  their 
own  land  they  will  express  themselves  more 
clearly  than  now  and  will  no  longer  draw  upon 
all  that  is  foreign  to  them  and  that  eflfaces 
their  individuality.  Only  when  they  will  live 
as  a  distinct  people  will  their  voice  become 
clear  and  powerful  enough  to  join  strongly 
in  our  general  culture.    These  are  the  reasons 


that   prompt   me    to   recognize   in   Zionism   a 
great  and  noble  movement. 

"I  believe  that  Zionism  is  good  for  the 
Jews  and  good  for  our  culture.  It  seems 
to  me  also,  that  the  good  results  of  Zion- 
ism are  already  being  felt.  It  is  clear 
that  through  Zionism  the  Jews  become 
better  and  stronger.  Those  Jews  who  deny 
their  nationality  and  are  ashamed  to  be  Jews 
and  even  repeat  what  other  people  say  against 
their  own,  have  always  appeared  to  me  as 
being  among  the  saddest  and  mosf  wretched 
creatures.  The  Jews  who  want  to  pass  them- 
selves as  born  Germans  or  Frenchmen  make 
themselves  ridiculous.  The  man  who  casts  off 
the  inherited  traits  of  his  parents  loses  the 
best  and  noblest  that  is  in  him.  The  best  that 
is  in  us  is  that  silent  strength  of  our  inclina- 
tions that  belong  to  the  race.  He  who  cuts 
himself  off  from  these  becomes  a  man  who 
lives  only  in  theory  and  is  at  once  sad  and 
ridiculous. 


SUGGESTIONS   FOR    CONVENTIOS 
WASTED.  •  . 

In  accordance  with  a  resolution  adopted  by 
the  Tenth  Annual  Convention,  held  at  Tan- 
ners ville  recently,  suggestions  are  invited  from 
Zionist  societies  as  to  the  place  of  holding  the 
next  Convention  of  the  Federation.  A  com- 
mittee has  been  appointed,  consisting  of  Mr. 
D.  H.  Lieberman  and  Mr.  A.  H.  P'romenson, 
to  consider  the  suggestions  offered  by  the  so- 
cieties. There  are  a  number  of  important 
considerations  to  be  taken  into  account,  and 
we  beg  the  societies  suggesting  innovations  to 
be  very  careful  as  to  how  far  their  theories 
may  lead  them.  The  Maccabaean  is  prepared 
to  publish  some  of  these  suggestions,  if  they 
are  of  a  reasonable  length. 


A  Bezalel  Fair  was  held  at  Hartford,  Conn., 
on  August  4,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Bnai 
Zion  Society.  Dr.  B.  L.  Gordon,  of  Philadel- 
phia, delivered  an  address. 

The  Montefiore  Zionist  Society,  of  Bedford 
Station,  N.  Y.,  held  an  open  meeting  on  Aug- 
ust 14,  in  celebration  of  the  opening  of  the 
Eighth  Congress.  Mr.  Elias  Margolis,  of  New 
York,  was  liie  principal  speaker. 
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Boston  News 


(From  our  Correspondent.) 

The  Zionist  Council  of  Boston  celebrated  the 
opening  of  the  Zionist  Congress  by  holding  a 
meeting  on  Wednesday  evening,  August  14, 
at  the  Adath  Jeshurun  synagogue,  Blue  Hill 
avenue,  Roxbury.  The  meeting  was  well  attend- 
ed. The  presiding  officer  was  Mr.  Julius  Meyer, 
president  of  the  council.  Among  the  speakers 
were  Rabbi  B.  H.  Rosengard,  of  NewpoftTT^. 
L,  where  he  is  rabbi  of  the  oldest  congregation 
in  the  United  States;  Rabbi  M.  M.  Eichler,  of 
the  Temple  Ohabei  Shalem,  ex-president  of  the 
Zionist  Council,  and  Rabbi  P.  I.  Israel te,  vice- 
president  of  the  Council,  speaking  in  Yiddish. 
A  number  of  children  of  the  Hebrew  Literary 
Society  and  Adath  Jeshurun  synagogue  schools 
sang  national  hymns  and  also  recited  in  He- 
brew. Cantor  M.  Halpern,  together  with  the 
children  of  both  schools,  closed  the  meeting  by 
the  singing  of  the  **Hatikvah.'* 

During  the  week  a  number  of  articles  ap- 
peared in  almost  all  the  local  papers  relative 
to  the  Eighth  Congress.  The  Herald  had  a 
long  article  by  the  president  of  the  Council, 
and  the  Transcript  contained  an  article  by  Ber- 
nard G.  Richards. 

On  Sunday  evening,  August  11,  the  Tiferes 
Zion  celebrated  the  second  anniversary  of  its 
organization  at  Zion  Hall,  77  Leverett  street. 
The  meeting  was  well  attended  and  addresses 
were  delivered  by  Mr.  Marcus  and  Mr.  Abra- 
hams. Mr.  J.  Dubinsky  rendered  some  vocal 
selections. 

On  Sunday  morning,  August  11,  Mr.  Meyer, 
president  of  the  Council,  convened  a  special 
conference  to  discuss  propaganda  in  Boston.  A 
number  of  suggestions  were  made.  It  was  de- 
cided to  arrange  a  course  of  weekly  lectures  in 
both  Yiddish  and  English,  to  be  held  in  Zion 
Hall,  and  that  a  speaker  be  sent  to  every  meet- 
ing of  the  societies,  and  also  to  provide  them 
with  musical  talent.  A  choral  soc  eiy  will  be 
organized  after  the  holidays  which  will  proV 
ably  be  under  the  direction  of  Cantor  Erv  n 
Wolkowitz,  of  Temple  Ohavei  Sholem,  who  is 
the  vice-president  of  the  Zion  Literary  Society. 


APPEAL  FOR  A  YIDDISH  WEEKLY, 

At  last,  after  several  years  of  agitation,  the 
Zionists  of  America  have  decided  to  gather  a 
fund  for  a  Yiddish  weekly  paper.  This  is  an 
enterprise  in  which  not  only  Zionists  should 
join,  but  those  Zionists  who  do  not  belong  to 
any  society,  and  who  are  not  in  the  working 
ranks,  ought  especially  come  to  the  assistance 
of  the  organization  in  this  enterprise. 

A  stock  corporation,  with  shares  at  five  dol- 
lars each,  is  projected;  the  capital  stock  is  to 
be  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  of  which  at  least 
five  thousand  dollars  must  be  paid  in  before 
the  publication  will  appear.  The  control  of  the 
Federation  will  be  guaranteed. 

A  Yiddish  weekly  is  the  one  great  need  of 
the  movement;  with  it  we  may  hope  to  gain 
adherents  among  the  large  Yiddish  popula- 
tion, which  is  peculiarly  susceptible  to  the 
Zionist  appeal.  It  is  due  to  our  failure  to  pro- 
vide a  Yiddish  Zionist  paper  that  so  many  of 
our  people  have  taken  up  with  other  move- 
ments and  have  been  lost  to  Zionism. 

We  appeal  to  all  friends  of  the  movement, 
active  as  well  as  sympathizing  Zionists,  to 
send  in  their  contributions,  for  whatever  sum 
it  may  be.  The  Maccabaean  will  acknowl- 
edge all  remittances.  Shares  will  be  issued  for 
all  ampunts. 

S.  Abel, 
Yiddish  Publication  Committee. 


YIDDISH  WRITERS  IN  NEW  YORK. 

The  arrival  in  America  is  noted  of  J.  D. 
Berkowitz,  son-in-law  of  *'Sholcm  Aleichem,*' 
a  capable  Yiddish  writer;  S.  Gorelick,  for- 
merly a  contributor  to  Das  Juedische  Volk, 
and  M.  Lazorsohn,  who  writes  in  the  Yiddish 
press  under  the  pseudonym  of  "M.  Ben-Elie- 
zer."     All  three  will  settle  in  New  York. 


Sub-charters  have  been  issued  to  societies 
in  Sag  Harbor,  L.  I.,  and  Punxsutawney,  Pa., 
since  the  last  Convention. 

New  societies  have  been  reported  in  Wood- 
bine,  N.  J. ;  Portland,  Me.,  and  East  St.  Louis, 
111. 

A  mass  meeting  was  held  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Patriots  of  Zion,  of  Providence,  R.  L. 
on  August  11,  in  honor  of  the  Congress.  Rabbi 
Rubinstein  was  the  principal  speaker. 
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The  B'nai  Zion  Society,  although  but  three 
months  old,  already  has  a  membership  of 
over  fifty. 


-f  ■ 

I  News  of  the  Movement 

DR.   MARGOLIS   IN   LOUISVILLE. 

The  Louisville  Zionists  held  a  mass  meeting 
Sunday,  June  9,  at  the  Brith  Sholem  Temple. 
Dr.  Max  L.  Margolis  was  the  speaker  of  the 
evening.  The  audience  was  composed  largely 
of  non-Zionists.  In  a  direct  and  impressive 
manner,  Dr.  Margolis  explained  the  attitude 
of  the  Zionists  in  their  relation  to  Jewry  and 
the  non- Jewish  world.  In  the  course  of  his 
remarks  he  brought  out  the  analogy  between 
the  Zionists  and  the  Irish  sympathizers  of 
this  country. 

All  who  attended  were  very  much  impressed 
by  Dr.  Margolis*s  remarks,  and  went  away 
with  a  much  better  knowledge  of  the  move- 
ment than  they  had  before. 

The  Louisville  Zionists  intend  to  continue 
the  agitation  and  keep  alive  the  interest  in 
the  movement.  On  Sunday,  July  21,  they  held 
memorial  services  for  Dr.  Herzl.  Mr.  Nathan 
T.  Isaacs,  of  Cincinnati,  addressed  the  meet- 
ing.     Mr.    Allan    Shapinsky   presided. 


THE  B'NAI  ZION  AND  AMERICAN 
ZIONISTS. 
A  joint  mass  meeting  was  held  by  the  B'nai 
Zion  Alliance  of  Norfolk  and  the  American 
Zionists  of  Portsmouth,  Va.,  on  Sunday,  July 
7,  in  Norfolk,  in  memory  of  Theodor  HerzL 
The  meeting  was  addressed  by  Rabbi  J.  D. 
Gordon,  the  Rev.  H.  Ben-Moshe,  and  Mr.  B. 
A.  Banks.  After  the  addresses  a  collection 
was  made  for  the  National  Fund,  which  net- 
ted $13.68.  • 


ST.  LOUIS'  YOUTH. 
On  Thursday  evening,  June  27,  there  was 
organized  a  new  Junior  Zion  Society,  The 
Herzl  Zion  Society,  with  a  handful  of  mem- 
bers. This  Society  consists  of  young  men 
between  the  ages  of  14  and  18  years.  Meet- 
ings are  held  every  Thursday  evening  at  the 
Zion  headquarters.  Ninth  and  Washington 
Streets.  All  who  wish  to  join  this  Society 
will  please  address  Mr.  David  Goldstein,  Sec- 
retary, 1512  Washington  Street. 


NEW  SOCIETY  IN  CHESTER,  PA, 
The  Maccabaean  Zion  Society  of  Chester, 
Pa.,  a  new  organization,  held  a  mass  meeeting 
at  the  Ahabath  Israel  Synagogue  the  first 
week  in  August.  The  meeting  was  addressed 
by  I.  S.  Prenner  and  M.  F.  Lisan,  the  latter 
a  member  of  the  Propaganda  Committee  of 
the  Federation.  A  number  of  new  members 
were  enrolled,  and  a  collection  of  $2.55  was 
made  for  the  National  Fund.  The  officers 
elected  were:  Knapf,  president;  Levin,  vice- 
president;  Spilker,  recording  and  correspond- 
ing secretary;  Siem,  treasurer;  and  Blum- 
berg,  financial  secretary. 


PUNXSUTAWNEY,  PA. 
A  mass  meeting  was  held  at  the  Synagogue 
at  Punxsutawney,  Pa.,  under  the  auspices  of 
the  B'nai  Zion  Society  of  that  city.  Mr.  M.  F. 
Lisan,  of  Philadelphia,  addressed  the  large 
audience  on  the  subject  "The  History  and 
Purpose  of  Zionism,"  receiving  hearty  ap- 
plause at  the  close  of  his  address.  Three  dol- 
lars   was    collected    for    the    National    Fund. 


TROY  ZIONISTS  AND  POALE  ZION- 
ISTS. 
Though  there  had  been  some  strife  between 
the  general  Zionists  and  the  Poale  Zionists  of 
Troy,  they  came  to  an  understanding  for  the 
holding  of  a  meeting  in  honor  of  the  Eighth 
Congress.  The  meeting  was  held  at  Germania 
Hall  on  Sunday  evening,  August  25.  There 
was  quite  a  large  attendance.  It  was  notice- 
able that  only  the  Poale  Zionists  had  Zionist 
literature  for  sale.  The  speakers  were  Rabbi 
Lasker,  the  Rev.  Sigmund  Frey,  George 
Avrunin  (Poale  Zionist,  Rochester)  and  Louis 
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Lipsky,  of  the  Federation.  The  address  of 
Mr.  Avrunin,  while  partisan  in  its  tone,  was 
a  very  effective  appeal  to  the  assertive  quali- 
ties in  Jewish  life.  Mr.  Lipsky  spoke  of  Jew- 
ish tendencies,  and  controverted  the  declara- 
tion of  Mr.  Schiff  as  to  Americanism  and 
Zionism.  Rabbi  Lasker  said  that  the  good 
Zionist  could  at  the  same  time,  and  must  be, 
a  good  American  citizen.  The  Rev.  Sigmund 
Frey  spoke  with  a  deal  of  Talmudical  learning, 
but  taking  issue  with  Messrs.  Lipsky  and 
Avrunin  on  their  interpretation  of  Jewish  his- 
tory, he  evoked  a  terrific  reply  from  Mr.  Avru- 
nin, which  was  one  of  the  best  things  of  the 
evening.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Frey  is  a  sympathetic 
Zionist,  but  Mr.  Avrunin's  reply  must  have 
chilled    his    syfnpathy. 


How  an  S.  S.  Became  a  Zionist 


CANADIAN     STATESMAN     TO     ZION- 
ISTS. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  letter  which 
was  recently  addressed  by  the  Right  Hon.  A. 
B.  Aylesworth,  Minister  of  Justice  in  Canada, 
to  Mr.  Clarence  I.  de  Sola,  President  of  the 
Federation  of  Zionist  Societies  of  Canada. 
Dear  Sir: 

I  was  much  impressed,  this  morning,  with 
the  earnestness  and  enthusiasm  displayed  by 
yourself  and  your  friends  at  the  Convention 
of  Canadian  Zionist  Societies.  In  the  few 
words  of  your  address  which  I  heard  after 
coming  into  the  Hall,  I  was  struck  with  the 
practical  interest  of  your  explanation  that  on 
any  family  festival  $1.50  contributed  in  mem- 
ory of  the  occasion  would  plant  an  olive  tree 
for  some  poor  colonist  in  Palestine,  and  as  a 
trifling  mark  of  practical  interest  in  youi 
words  I  send  you  a  cheque  for  $18.,  with  the 
idea  that,  in  commemoration  of  the  41st  Do- 
minion Day,  I  may  be  able  to  think  that 
somewhere  in  Palestine  there  are  twelve  or 
more  olive  trees  plants,  one  for  each  tribe. 

I  return  you,  also,  the  newspaper  clippings 
you  were  good  enough  to  send  me.  I  have 
read  them  all  with  very  g^reat  interest  indeed, 
and  have  to  thank  you  again  for  the  privilege 
of  being  allowed  to  address  your  Convention 
to-day. 

I  remain. 

Yours  faithfully, 

A.  B.  Aylesworth. 


To  The  Maccabaean  : 

I  am  convinced  that  the  readers  of  The 
Maccab/ean  will  be  interested  to  know 
the  impression  the  Zionist  movement  made 
upon  a  novice  or,  rather,  a  new  proselyte.  Of 
course  J  do  not  forget  the  fact,  that  no  one 
is  born  a  Zionist;  that  you  have  all  been 
first  Go  jinx,  then  Gerim,  just  like  me.  But 
your  proselytism  is  an  old  one,  and  you  have 
forgotten  your  sentiments.  My  present  corre- 
spondence can  be  likened  unto  a  young  couple 
telling  old  married  people  the  glories  of  their 
honeymoon. 

I  was  recruited  from  the  ranks  of  the  rabid 
cosmopolitans.  Painful  was  the  process. 
Every  time  I  had .  to  yield  to  the  argument 
not  only  of  a  Zionist,  but  even  of  an  abstract 
nationalist,  I  felt  as  if  I  had  been  pierced  by 
daggers.  Is  not  cosmopolitanism — that  cos- 
mopolitanism which  teaches:  "One  humanity 
on  one  earth,"  a  beautiful  dream?  Should 
not  the  motto  be:  "(76i  sum,  ibi  patriaT  in- 
stead of  ''Ubi  natus  sunijjbi  patriaT"  or  "Ubi 
cives  sutHj  ibi  patria?"  "Ubi  bene,  ibi  patriaT 
This  motto  I  have  long  ago  discarded,  be- 
cause I  am  an  altruist. 

After  long  contemplation  I  found  that  the 
ethnic  and  economic  side  of  society  do  not 
interfere  with  one  another.  The  trouble  with 
society  is  not  ethnic,  but  economic.  Hence, 
no  matter  what  views  one  has  on  ethnic  mat- 
ters, they  do  not  interfere  with  his  economic 
views. 

Even  if  all  economic  misery  be  abolished 
to-day,  and  an  economic  Paradise  be  estab- 
lished, mankind  will  still  continue  to  be  divi- 
ded in  nations.  The  nationalism  that  would 
then  exist,  would  mean :  Fraternity  of  nations, 
instead  of  as  to-day,  war  of  nations. 

The  economic  and  ethnic  are  dovetailed,  yet 
separated.  Especially  have  I  found  out  the 
necessity  of  Jewish  nationalism,  because  the 
lack  of  it  means  the  tragic  doom  of  that  his- 
torical nation. 

"Si  Lyra  non  lyrasset,  Lutherus  non  saltas- 
set!"  Let  me  paraphrase  this.  "Had  the  S.  S. 
not  existed,  I  would  have  become  an  S.  S. !" 
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But  then,  having  literature,  I  began  to  delib- 
erate on  the  matter  of  the  territory.  Finding 
their  literature  indefinite,  vague,  unsteady  and 
fugitive,  I  began  to  read  Zionist  literature, 
such  as  The  Maccabaean,  Palaestina,  Yid- 
disher  Kaempfcr,  Die  Welt,  Haolam,  etc.  I 
found  a  reply  to  all  objections  against  Pales- 
tine. Finally  the  time  arrived  for  me  to  join 
in  the  struggle  for  our  historic  land,  our  own 
terra  sacra,  coupled  with  the  revival  of  our 
lingua  sacra.  I  joined  the  Poale  Zion  organ- 
ization. The  noise  it  made  among  the  Cincin- 
nati Jewish  youth,  was  great.  I,  the  organizer 
of  the  English  and  Jewish  branch  of  the  So- 
cialist Labor  Party,  of  the  Jewish  branch  of 
the  Industrial  Workers  of  the  World,  of  a 
"'Progressiver  Arbcitcr-Bildungs-und  Kunst- 
Verein"  for  the  purpose  of  combating  the 
nationalist  aspirations  in  the  Jewish  youth, 
and  preaching  "simon-pure"  socialism,  had 
l)ecome  a  Zionist?  Such  a  heresy!  I  found 
only  five  members  at  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Poale  Zion,  when  I  was  admitted  as  a  mem- 
l>er.  Yet  that  did  not  discourage  me,  for  I 
did  not  come  to  the  numbers  but  to  the  ideal. 
We  are  struggling  hard  and  our  membership 
is  now  increasing.  My  former  comrades  arc 
coming  my  way,  and  soon  no  Cincinnati  young 
man  or  woman  will  think  of  remaining  in  the 
Diaspora.  I  reasoned  thus:  Zionism  is  the 
Jew's  light.  Now  it  is  dark.  But,  lux  in 
tenebris  lucet! 

I  came  to  a  meeting  of  the  Ohavey  Zion, 
which  is  composed  of  old  decrepit  petty  bour- 
geois cadavers,  and  the  meeting  was  an  Indian 
pow-wow.  It  hurt. me.  Could  this  be  my 
nation,  the  nation  which  I  love?  I  could  not 
stand  them  and  expressed  my  feelings.  I  was 
called:  "Poshe  YisroeV  but  I  did  not  care. 
It  is  the  Goluth  that  ought  to  be  blamed  for 
their  uncouthness.  Little  by  little,  by  dint  of 
untiring  criticism,  even   they  have   improved. 

Now  we  have  the  Cincinnati  Zionists,  com- 
posed of  the  intellectual  bourgeoise,  very  in- 
telligent young  men  and  women.  The  meet- 
ings are  conducted  in  English,  according  to 
parliamentary  rules.  But  there  is  one  sad 
symptom  in  this  organization:  too  much  quiet 
and  lack  of  enthusiasm,  few  agitation  meet- 
ings and  very  little  literature. 

Henry  Fuehrer. 


EDITORIAL   CORRESPONDENCE. 

[The  Editor  will  answer  on  this  page  all 
letters  addressed  to  him  on  matters  relating  to 
The  Maccabaean.  Correspondents  may  look 
for  replies  to  their  queries  here,  in  lieu  of  spe- 
cial letters.  Questions  relating  to  Zionism 
and  literar>'  or  historical  subjects,  that  can  be 
satisfied  in  a  brief  paragraph,  will  also  be  ans- 
wered in  this  department.  The  letters  evoking 
the  replies  will  not  be  published;  they  will  be 
referred  to  by  the  name  and  address  of  the 
correspondent.] 


L.  Moses,  Philadelphia. — Your  interesting 
letter  is  too  long,  considering  its  subject- 
matter.     Let  us  hear  from  you  again. 

Literary  Committee,  Norfolk. — Send  in 
readable  reports;  Are  cannot  undertake  to  re- 
write news  item«  in  '  this  office ;  especially, 
names  should  be  spelled  correctly.  Mr.  Bank's 
oration  is  too  long. 

H.  F.,  Cincinnati. — We  have  taken  necessary 
liberties  with  your  letter. 

To  Poets.— Poems  intended  for  The  Macca- 
baean must  not  only  be  Zionistic,  but  the 
lines  ought  to  scan.  We  cannot  undertake 
to  clip  the  wings  of  Pegasus  in  the  absence 
of  its  rider,  nor  is  it  practical  to  open  a 
school  for  the  instruction  of  enthusiastic,  bi|t 
careless,  versifiers. 

Hy.  Fischlowitz,  St.  Louis. — Your  telegram 
was  received  at  the  Convention,  but  it  was 
overlooked  in  making  up  the  list.  We  beg 
your  pardon. 


To  THE  Maccabaean: 

Besides  being  elected  an  Honorary  Vice- 
President  of  the  Federation  of  American 
Zionists,  why  was  not  Miss  Henrietta  Szold 
elected  a  member  of  one  or  both  of  the  Pub- 
lication Committees?  We  all  know  of  her 
literary  as  well  as  other  attainments. 

Edgar  A.  Behrend. 

Washington,  D.  C,  Au|pust  13. 

(The  Convention  may  be  able  to  answer 
that  question.  Miss  Szold  has  always  acted 
when  called  upon  for  literary  advice,  and  she 
probably  prefers  an  unofficial  position  to  one 
fided  at  the  Convention.) 


NEW   YEAR'S  GREETING. 
The  Rev.  A.  H.  Nieto,  of  New  York,  ex- 
tends his  greetings  to  all  his  friends. 
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Mr  Schif Fs  Letter  to  Dr»  Scheehter 


A  letter,  dated  August  8,  was  written  by  Mr. 
Schiff  in  reply  to  one  from  Prof.  S.  Schechter. 
in  which  he  said,  in  part : 

Speaking  as  an  American,  I  cannot  for  a 
moment  concede,  that  one  can  be,  at  the  same 
time,  a  true  American  and  an  honest  adherent 
of  the  Jlonist  Movement.  The  men  whom  you 
mention  by  name  may  have,  or  may  have  had 
as  far  as  they  have  passed  away,  the  thorough 
conviction  of  a  deep  attachment  to  this  country, 
but  if  they  are  honest  Zionists — I  mean  if  they 
believe  and  hope  and  labor  for  an  ultimate 
restoration  of  Jewish  political  life  and  the  re- 
establishmeat  of  a  Jewish  Nation,  they  place 
a  prior  lien  upon  their  citizenship,  which,  if 
there  would  be  a  possibility  for  their  desire 
and  plans  to  become  effective,  would  prevent 
them  from  maintaining  allegiance  to  the  coun- 
try, of  which  they  now  claim  to  be  good  citi- 
zens. The  Jew  should  not  for  a  moment  feel 
that  he  has  only  found  an  "asylum"  in  this 
country;  he  must  not  feel  that  he  is  in  exile 
and  that  his  abode  here  is  only  a  temporary  or 
passing  one.  If  those  who  come  after  us  are  to 
be  freed  from  the  prejudice  from  which  this 
generation  is,  not  unnaturally,  suffering,  we 
need  feel  that  politically  no  one  has  any  claim 
upon  us  but  the  country  of  which,  of  our  free 
will,  we  have  become  citizens,  that  even  if  we 
are  Jews  in  faith,  there  is  no  string  to  our 
citizenship.    .    .    . 

"Jacob  H.  Schiff." 

reply  of  dr.  friedenwald. 

Dr.  Harry  Friedenwald,  President  of  the  Fed- 
eration of  American  Zionists,  at  once  sent  to 
the  Jewish  press  a  reply  to  Mr.  Schiff's  letter, 
and  gave  out  an  interview  in  the  Baltimore 
News,  expanding  on  the  views  expressed  in  the 
following  letter: 

"In  the  letter  of  Mr.  Jacob  H.  Schiff  to  Pro- 
fessor Schechter,  published  in  the  American 
Hebrew  of  August  23,  and  republished  in  part 
or  in  whole  in  other  papers,  Mr.  Schiff  de- 
clares that  one  cannot  be  the  same  time  'a  true 
American  and  an  honest  adherent  of  the  Zion- 
ist  movement'     He   makes   this   statement   a 


moment  after  saying  that  he  'freely  concedes 
the  right  of  whosoever  may  choose  to  do  so, 
to  join  the  Zionist  Movement  and  cannot  see 
any  good  reason  why  anyone,  who  becomes  a 
Zionist,  so  long  as  he  does  this  from  honest 
motives,  should  draw  upon  himself  the  attacks 
of  others,  who  may  think  differently.'  Perhaps 
Mr.  Schiff  does  not  regard  the  charge  that  an 
'honest  Zionist*  cannot  be  a  *true  American' 
is  an  attack  upon  us.  I  am  obliged  to  inform 
you  that  the  American  Zionists  regard  this  as 
a  serious  charge  and  an  unwarranted  attack. 

"We  resent  being  taunted  with  disloyalty  to 
America  and  we  repudiate  it  because  we  know 
and  feel  that  it  is  not  true.  Whether  as  a 
modem  political  Zionists  or  as  a  'Chovev 
Zionist,*  or  as  one  praying  the  Jewish  liturgy, 
we  are  all  looking  forward  to  the  Restoration. 
The  charge  against  one  is  the  charge  against 
all.  I  am  sure  that  had  Mr.  Schiff  considered 
this  he  would  not  have  ventured  to  make  pub- 
lic a  statement  that  a  Zionist  cannot  be  a  'true 
American,'  for  it  brands  as  disloyal  every  Jew, 
who  prays  daily  before  the  'Shema,'  *0  bring 
us  peace  from  the  four  comers  of  the  earth, 
and  make  us  go  upright  to  our  land,'  or  thrice 
daily  in  the  'Amidah,*  'Sound  the  great  hom 
for  our  freedom;  lift  up  the  ensign  to  gather 
our  exiles  and  gather  us  from  the  four  corners 
of  the  earth,  etc.,*  and  'To  Jerusalem,  thy  city, 
return  in  mercy,  and  dwell  therein  as  thou 
hast  spoken;  rebuild  it  soon  in  our  days,  etc.,' 
and  'Let  our  eyes  behold  thy  return  in  mercy 
to  Zion.' 

"If  Mr.  Schiff  is  correct,  there  is  one  con- 
clusion from  which  there  is  no  escape,  that 
Judaicm  and  Americanism  are  incompatible 
and  that  the  Jew  who  believes  in  the  Judaism, 
that  has  been  the  religion,  the  hope  and  the 
life  of  our  people  during  many  centuries,  can- 
not be  a  'true  American.'  For  Mr.  Schiff  will 
certainly  not  claim  that  the  Jew  who  prays  for 
the  Restoration  is  entitled  to  the  full  degree 
of  'true  American,'  while  he  who  believes  or 
hopes  or  works  for  its  realization  is  not! 
"Yours, 
"Harry  Friedenwald,  M.D." 
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The  Eighth  Zionist  G>ngre88 

Complete  Report  of  the  Conference  at  the  Ha^^e. 


The  Eighth  Zionist  Congress  was  opened 
precisely  at  10.30,  on  Wednesday,  August  14, 
at  The  Hague.  Amid  tremendous  applause,  the 
members  of  the  Actions  Comite,  with  David 
Wolffsohn  and  Dr.  Max  Nordau  at  their  head, 
entered  the  hall,  which  had  been  decorated  by 
Pilichowsky,  the  artist.  The  audience  filled  the 
available  space,  more  than  2,000  persons  being 
present.  Herr  Wolffsohn  opened  the  Con- 
gress with  the  reading  of  his  address  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  Actions  Comite. 

HERR    WOLFFSOHN's    SPEECH. 

Herr  Wolffsohn  said :  Ten  years  have  passed 
since,  from  the  first  Zionist  platform  in  Basle, 
the  Jewish  people's  cry  of  despair,  its  appeal 
for  room,  light,  and  life  in  the  land  of  its 
fathers,  rang  out  into  the  world.  Just  ten 
years  ago  our  leader,  Theodor  Herzl,  on  opening 
the  first  Zionist  Congress,  uttered  the  memor- 
able words:  **A  people  must  help  itself."  And 
a  retrospect  of  the  history  of  our  work  during 
these  ten  years  can  only  confirm  the  deep  truth 
that  these  words  contain.  Although  we  felt 
that  we  were  standing  on  the  threshold  of  our 
activity,  and  although  we  were  full  of  enthu- 
siasm for  our  ideal,  yet  we  were  weak  and  few, 
and  we  had  nothing  to  show.  Some  regarded 
us  as  dreamers,  others  as  agitators.  They 
thought  to  dispose  of  us  with  a  contemptuous 
shrug  of  the  shoulders.  But  we  troubled  our- 
selves as  little  about  their  phlegmatic  indiffer- 
ence as  about  the  misrepresentations  to  which 
we  were  subjected.  The  guiding-line  of  our 
activity  was  the  idea  of  self-help.  And  a  con- 
tinuous and  irresistible  progress  has  marked  the 
concentration  of  our  forces,  and  the  founding 
of  our  institutions.  Since  our  first  meeting  in 
Basle  in  1897,  our  Congresses  have  resembled  a 
mighty  stream  gathering  strength  in  its  course. 
We  cannot  be  any  longer  dismissed  as  Uto- 
pians. No  excommunications  can  drive  us  out 
of  the  world.  When  we  were  visited  with  the 
severest  misfortunes  that  can  befall  a  young 
organization,  when  our   leader  was   snatched 


from  us  by  death  before  his  work  was  half 
completed,  many  thought  that  the  movement 
was  dead.  But  it  only  seemed  to  be  dead.  This 
Congress  will  prove  that  Zionism  is  in  the  hey- 
day of  its  creative  power.  The  impatient  and 
the  sceptical,  who  took  a  pessimistic  view  of 
the  future,  and  at  the  last  Congress  bade  fare- 
well for  ever,  did  not  possess  a  correct  con- 
ception of  the  indestructible  strength  of  our 
ideal.  Once  more  we  are  assembled  under  the 
banner  of  Zion,  and  we  will  always  unite 
again  and  again  for  our  ideal. 

TWO   YEARS   OF    SORROW. 

Two  years  have  passed  since  the  seventh 
Congress,  leaving  deep  traces  on  our  sorrowful 
history.  Atrocities  have  been  perpetrated  on 
our  people,  the  recollection  of  which  freezes 
the  blood  in  the  veins,  and  before  which  hu- 
manity ought  in  shame  to  hang  its  head.  (Here 
the  audience  rose.)  The  year  1905  surpassed 
in  deeds  of  violence  many  a  year  of  terror  in 
the  Middle  Ages.  Who  would  undertake  to  be 
the  Jeremiah  of  the  new  ruins  and  the  new 
graves?  Who  could  count  the  number,  or 
mention  the  names,  or  picture  all  the  scenes  of 
self-defense  where  young  Jewish  blood  was 
shed  in  a  heroic  but  hopeless  struggle?  We 
who  are  here  must  look  with  reverence  to  the 
figures  of  our  brothers  and  sisters  who  with 
their  death  have  sealed  the  martyrdom  of  the 
Goluth.  But  not  through  lamenting  and  sigh- 
ing, and  not  through  outbursts  of  helpless 
frenzy,  but  through  untiringly  working  for  our 
deliverance  shall  we  honor  their  memory. 

Naturally,  we  also  have  exerted  ourselves  to 
alleviate  the  sufferings.  The  necessity  for  im- 
mediate action  appealed  to  us  also.  The 
method  is  well  known ;  appeals,  disbursements, 
petitions,  and  protests.  The  noble  diligence 
and  the  great  self-sacrifice  which  all  Jewish 
organizations  displayed  on  this  sad  occasion 
cannot  be  too  highly  praised.  We  have  in  this 
matter  made  a  small  request,  which,  unfortu- 
nately, was  not  successful.    The  huge  stream 
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of  emigration,  which  reached  a  height  never 
before  known,  the  indescribable  misery  of  our 
homeless  co-religionists,  who  were  taken  in 
hand  by  various  aid  societies  without  any  uni- 
form system,  induced  us  to  call  for  a  reform  in 
this  respect,  in  order  to  put  this  work  on  a 
broader  basis. 

THE  BRUSSELS  CONFERENCE. 

That  was  the  object  of  the  Conference  we 
stunmoned  at  Brussels  in  January,  1906.  It 
was  natural  for  us  to  seek  a  union  of  Jewish 
forces,  since  from  our  standpoint  every  Jew- 
ish combination  has  some  national  worth,  which 
must  appeal  to  Zionists.  Nevertheless  the  at- 
tempt met  with  opposition  on  the  part  of  most 
of  the  aid  societies.  Of  course,  we  Zionists 
are  not  behindhand  where  it  is  a  question  of 
affording  aid — and  in  Goluth  one  can  only  use 
Goluth  means.  But  in  the  end  we  must  say: 
This  is  only  patchwork,  which  only  satisfies 
the  most  pressing  needs  of  the  moment,  appli- 
cations that  only  touch  the  outward  symptoms 
of  the  illness,  instead  of  going  to  the  root  of 
it  As  proof  of  this,  one  need  only  call  atten- 
tion to  the  speedy  slackening  and  falling  off  in 
the  efforts  of  philanthrophy  which  are,  alas! 
only  too  often  required.  The  first  news  of  the 
horrors  stirs  public  opinion  to  its  depths,  but 
no  sooner  is  the  first  excitement  over  than 
everything  settles  down  again,  and  philan- 
thropy finds  itself  helpless  before  its  Sisyphus 
work.  On  the  chief  arena  of  the  Goluth,  in 
the  Jewish  centers  of  East  Europe,  the  graves 
have  hardly  yet  been  heaped,  and  who  can  say 
that  a  new  crater  will  not  yet  open  under  the 
feet  of  the  living?  Besides,  it  is  not  only  a 
certain  section  and  d  certain  time  that  are  con- 
cerned— our  whole  nationality  and  our  histori- 
cal fate  are  at  stake.  Must  the  darkness  of 
our  Diaspora  be  illuminated  by  the  lightning 
flashes  of  "pogroms''?  Instructive  as  are  the 
last  few  years,  they  are  yet  only  new  and  en- 
larged editions  of  the  old  chronicles.  Let  us 
cast  a  glance  at  the  history  of  our  people.  It 
contains  great  and  terrible  lessons.  The 
greater  part  of  our  people  was  always  in  the 
Diaspora,  exposed  to  persecution  and  oppres- 
sion, and  the  more  fortunate  minorities  and  the 
brighter  moments  vanish  in  the  darkness  of  the 
misery.  A  people  with  such  sufferings  must 
some  time  or  other  rouse  itself  to  a  great  na- 


tional self -deliverance.  It  must  at  last  with 
all  its  strength  fortify  itself  against  becoming 
the  "food  for  cannon"  in  all  possible  battles  and 
in  all  possible  disturbances.  It  must  bestir  it- 
self to  find  a  safer  and  more  dignified  place 
than  everywhere  between  the  hammer  and  the 
anvil. 

THE    ZIONIST    PROGRAM. 

Our  program  lies  clear  and  distinct  before 
the  eyes  of  the  world.  We  aim  at  a  publicly 
and  legally  recognized  home  for  the  Jewish 
people  in  Palestine.  We  call  attention  most 
emphatically  to  the  inviolability  of  this  princi- 
ple of  political  Zionism.  We  will  strive  to 
reach  by  the  straight  path  the  goal  that  we 
have  marked  out  in  our  progfram.  On  our  side 
also  there  have  been  tendencies  and  efforts  of 
various  kinds  during  the  last  two  years.  We 
have  maintained,  unimpaired,  the  relations  es- 
tablished by  Herzl,  and  received  encourage- 
ment from  important  circles,  which  is  a  power- 
ful incitement  to  us  to  advance.  The  loyalty 
of  our  exertions,  the  civilizing  and  peaceful 
nature  of  our  undertaking  have  been  contin- 
ually laid  by  us  before  the  Turkish  Govern- 
ment, and  we  hope  that  the  Porte,  which  has 
great  sympathy  with  our  people,  will  find  the 
right  measure  for  estimating  our  designs. 
These  designs  mean  an  economic  advance  for 
Turkey  itself,  and  an  educational  impulse.  In 
the  straightforwardness  of  our  efforts  lies  the 
pledge  for  our  future  victory.  Only  we  must 
systematically  and  unflaggingly  strive  for  our 
end. 

THREE    PRINCIPLES. 

Our  program  is  based  upon  three  principles: 
political  activity,  preparation  of  the  people, 
and  preparation  of  the  land.  These  three 
principles  work  into  one  another,  and  all  who 
labor  for  the  firm  e^ablishment  of  these 
foundations  of  the  Zionist  edifice  must  go 
hand  in  hand.  Political  work  is  necessary  in 
order  to  create  the  proper  conditions  and  to 
obtain  the  required  guarantees.  This  is  the 
marked  advance  from  the  earlier  Chovevi  Zion 
movement  to  Zionism,  this  is  the  great  modern 
tendency,  the  point  of  contact  with  the  great 
world,  the  thread  of  international  connection 
through  which  our  efforts  have  forced  their 
way  from  the  obscure  corner  of  petty  philan- 
thropy to  a  world-embracing  movement    This 
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essential  must  not  be  put  on  one  side. 

Along  with  this  and  at  the  same  time,  we 
must  prepare  our  people  for  the  great  goal  and 
attract  them  to  it.  Zionism  must  penetrate 
more  deeply  into  the  people  through  eyeful 
attention  to  the  national  education,  so  as  to 
draw  larger  circles  to  itself.  New  forces  must 
be  developed,  and  satisfactory  means  collect- 
ed in  order  that  we  may  be  equal  to  the  great 
and  heavy  tasks  which  we  have  undertaken. 

Of  equally  pressing  necessity  is  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  land.  We  wish  to  put  this  prepar- 
ation upon  a  sounder  basis,  and  we  believe 
that  we  have  constructed  a  path  for  continuous 
development.  We  can  point  with  satisfaction 
to  the  growth  of  our  commercial  institutions. 
The  Anglo-Palestine  Company  has  made  re- 
markable progress.  To  the  head  establish- 
ment in  Jaffa  and  the  branch  in  Jerusalem 
have  been  added  since  the  last  Congress,  the 
branches  in  Beyrouth  and  Hebron,  the  prog- 
ress of  which  will  give  occasion  to  the  found- 
ing of  new  branches.  The  activity  of  the  An- 
glo-Palestine Company  will  soon  extend  itself 
to  the  capital  of  the  Turkish  Empire.  The  di- 
rectors have  already  finished  their  preparations 
for  this  step.  The  growth  of  new  industries  in 
Palestine,  which  owe  their  origin  to  private 
enterprise,  and  the  signs  of  a  better  system  in 
the  life  of  the  Colonies,  show  us  in  what  di- 
rection we  must  proceed  in  order  to  arrive  at 
better  results.  For  the  introduction  of  indus 
tries  a  good  beginning  has  been  made 
through  the  Bezalel,  and  for  education  in  a 
Jewish  spirit  the  foundation  of  a  Hebrew 
Gymnasium  is  an  attempt  that  promises  much. 
Both  one  and  the  other  will  be  taken  in  hand, 
but  with  great  caution.  The  impulse  to  found 
institutions,  even  when  it  springs  from  the 
noblest  motives,  must  be  wisely  moderated, 
since  a  failure  can  do  more  harm  than  good. 

WAYS    AND    MEANS. 

In  practical  work,  ways  and  means  must  be 
considered.  A  sober,  prudent  judgment  is  in 
such  questions  more  fruitful  than  an  out- 
burst of  enthusiasm.  Many  matters  must  be 
dealt  with  techrrtcally,  and  can  be  decided  only 
by  the  opinion  of  experts,  and  not  by  senti- 
ment. We  n^ust  know  that  it  is  not  enough 
to  establish  principles;  we  must  be  able  to 
translate  them  into  action.    For  great  thoughts 


alone  do  nothing  if  the  soil  on  which  the 
thoughts  are  to  ripen  has  not  been  previously 
prepared  by  systematic  work. 

Thus  we  advance  to  the  work  of  this  Con- 
gress. We  have  many  important  questions  to 
deal  with,  and  we  do  not  conceal  from  our- 
selves the  fact  that,  in  reference  to  many  de- 
tails, great  diversity  of  opinion  reigned  among 
us.  We  are  no  obedient  troop  of  Mamelukes, 
and  we  do  not  wish  to  be.  The  Jewish  mind 
is  made  for  criticism,  and  the  law  of  develop- 
ment necessitates  that  we  should  have  various 
shades  and  grades  in  Zionism.  But  these  dif- 
ferences make  the  movement  richer,  and  they 
find  a  compromise  in  the  unity  of  the  organiza- 
tion. 

STRENGTHENING  THE  SYSTEM. 

From  the  report  of  the  Central  Bureau  which 
lies  before  you,  you  will  be  able  to  inform 
yourselves  concerning  the  activity  of  the  ex- 
ecutive and  the  development  of  the  Zionist  or- 
ganization since  the  last  Congress.  A  new 
scheme  of  organization  is  submitted  to  you  for 
discussion,  and  one  of  the  chief  concerns  of  the 
Congress  must  be  to  strengthen  the  system. 
To  be  strong  we  must  keep  together,  and  to 
organize  the  people  we  must  have  a  moral  or- 
ganization of  our  own.  Further,  the  Congress 
will  have  an  opportunity  of  discussing  all 
points  in  the  problem  of  practical  work  in  Pal- 
estine on  which  light  can  be  thrown,  and  of 
doing  justice  to  the  demands  of  a  progressive 
development.  You  will  also  be  able,  from  the 
report  which  is  to  be  placed  before  you,  to 
form  a  correct  conception  of  the  National  Fund, 
the  legalizing  of  which,  after  long  eflForts,  we 
have  great  satisfaction  in  announcing.  You 
will  also  have  an  opportunity  of  furthering  the 
progress  of  this  institution  through  new  calls. 
Concerning  the  position  of  the  Colonial  Bank 
you  will  have  accurate  information  at  the  gen- 
eral meeting,  and  here  you  will  have  to  deal 
with  the  question  of  altering  the  statutes.  Fur- 
ther efforts  must  be  made  for  the  intensifying 
and  deepening  of  Zionism,  and  with  this  object 
the  problem  of  national  education  will  be 
brought  up  for  discussion. 

Riscent  events  include  the  participation  of 
Zionists  in  questions  of  State  politics.  This  is 
a  problem  that  must  be  dealt  with  soberly  and 
sensibly,  in  order  that,  in  the  interests  of  the 
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organization,  a  split  may  be  avoided,  and  the 
right  line  taken  for  our  policy.  We  must  also 
take  into  account  the  extension,  renewal,  and 
intensifying  of  our  propaganda,  and  on  this  ac- 
cout  proposals  for  the  re-establishment  of  this 
important  branch  of  work  will  be  laid  before 
you. 

Herr  Wolffsohn  concluded  by  appealing  to 
the  Congress  for  courage  to  carry  on  the  work 
of  Zionism,  and  then  sat  down  amid  loud  and 
prolonged  applause. 

Heer  R.  R.  de  Pinto,  Vice-President  of  the 
Hooge  Raade,  the  Dutch  Supreme  Court  of 
Justice,  welcomed  the  Delegates  of  the  Con- 
gress on  behalf  of  the  two  local  Jewish  con- 
gregations. 

Dr.  Tschlenow,  of  Russia,  who  had  re- 
cently been  in  Palestine,  brought  to  the 
Congress  the  greeting  of  the  Jewish  colonies 
there. 

A  Hebrew  letter  of  welcome  by  The  Hague 
Jewish  community  was  also  read  by  the  Chair- 
man. 

Dr.  Max  Nordau,  who  was  the  following 
speaker,  was  received  with  generous  applause. 

DR.    NORDAU'S   SPEECH. 

Dr.  Nordau,  speaking  in  French,  first 
thanked  Heer  de  Pinto  for  his  welcome  on  be- 
half of  the  Jewish  community  in  The  Hague, 
and  then,  continuing  in  German,  said  that  in 
a  few  days,  ten  years  would  have  elapsed  since 
the  first  Zionist  Congress  met  in  Basle.  Dr. 
Herzl  then  declared  in  his  opening  speech  tHfe 
cause  and  aims  of  the  Zionist  movement.  Zion- 
ism was  said  by  him  first  of  all  to  be  a  return 
to  Judaism  before  the  return  to  the  land  of 
the  Jews,  and  he  added  that  the  Jewish  peo- 
ple had  to  help  itself.  It  was  not  intended  that 
there  should  be  a  complete  return  of  the  Jews 
to  Palestine.  Still,  Dr.  Herzl's  plain  words  did 
not  prevent  misconception  and  misconstruction. 
Let  them  understand  that  Zionism  did  not  in' 
tend  to  benefit  the  Jew,  either  as  an  individual 
or  as  a  nation,  by  gifts.  All  that  Zionism  de- 
sired was  to  rouse  the  Jewish  people.  Those 
who  had  become  Zionists  out  of  mere  pity  had 
fallen  away  when  they  recognized  their  mis- 
take. It  was  certainly  an  error  to  look  upon 
Zionism  as  something  related  to  religious  fan- 
aticism, or  as  a  desire  to  return  to  Asia.  Zion- 
ism  was   free   from   those  tendencies.     They 


were  not  afraid  of  being  called  Asiatics  when 
they  had  the  example  of  Japan  before  them. 
The  Jews,  on  returning  to  Palestine,  would, 
with  their  European  history  of  2,000  years,  be 
as  little  Asiatics  as  were  the  Anglo  Saxons,  iu 
America,  South  Africa,  or  Australia,  Red  In- 
dians, Hottentots,  or  Papuans.  They  would  go 
to  Palestine  as  messengers  of  civilization. 

EITHER  ZIONISM   OR  NATIONAL  LIQUIDATION. 

Many  insinuations  had  been  made  against  the 
leaders  of  the  Zionist  movement.  Their  great- 
est leader,  Theodor  Herzl,  had  replied  by  sac- 
rificing his  means  and  even  his  life  for  it 
There  were  now  others  who  were  following 
his  example.  They  could  only  reply  with  a 
contemptuous  shrug  of  the  shoulder  to  the  ac- 
cusations respecting  the  patriotism  of  the  Zion- 
ists. They  were  not  likely  ever  to  be  called 
upon  to  choose  between  their  patriotism  and 
their  duty  as  good  Jews.  Nor  was  it  necessary 
to  say  much  against  the  assertion  that  Zion- 
ism was  a  reply  to  anti-Semitism.  This  was  a 
superficial  view  of  the  situation.  Anti-Semit- 
ism might  at  most  have  provided  the  occasion, 
but  the  springs  of  Zionism  were  much  deeper. 
It  was  a  calumny  to  say  that  the  Jews  were 
strangers  in  the  land  where  they  had  been 
bom,  and  where  were  interred  the  bones  of 
their  forefathers,  but  he  could  understand  the 
feelings  of  those  who  maintained  that  the  Jews 
were  not  indissolubly  bound  up  with  the  peo- 
ple with  whom  they  refused  entirely  to  be 
mingled.  It  was  now  for  the  Jews  to  make  up 
their  minds  whether  they  would  remain  a  peo- 
ple or  not.  If  not,  then  let  them  be  absorbed 
as  soon  as  possible;  otherwise  let  them  da 
their  utmost  to  bring  their  people  again  to- 
gether. It  was  to  be  either  Zionism  or  nation- 
al liquidation. 

The  Zionists  were,  unfortunately,  still  a 
small  minority  among  the  Jewish  people,  but 
what  had  ta  come  must  come.  If  they  could 
not  grow  enthusiastic  in  looking  at  their  prog- 
ress, they  need,  nevertheless,  not  be  discour- 
aged. They  need  not  even  be  dissatisfied  with 
their  material  progress.  But,  above  all,  it  was 
their  moral  successes  of  which  they  might  well 
be  proud.  Zionism  had  overcome  all  the  many 
obstacles  in  its  way.  But  it  was  still  neces- 
sary for  Zionists  to  show  what  they  could  do. 
One   thing  indeed   they  had   achieved.     They 
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had  brought  the  Jewish  question  to  the  front, 
•and  they  would  not  rest  until  the  Jewish  peo- 
ple became  an  equal  member  in  the  family  of 
stations. 

^  A    LIE    AND   A    COMEDY. 

^  They  were  determined  to  suffer  quietly  no 
longer.  They  now  made  their  protest  at  The 
Hague.  They  called  for  justice  in  the  name 
of  those  principles  which  had  brought  together 
the  Peace  Conference  at  The  Hague.  So  long 
as  the  position  of  the  Jewish  question  re- 
mained as  it  was,  those  international  confer- 
ences were  nothing  more  than  a  lie  and  a  com- 
edy. Certainly,  the  pacific  aims  of  the  Zionists 
should  receive  attention  everywhere.  He  did 
not  doubt  but  that  the  Ottoman  Government, 
too,  would  recognize  the  value  of  Zionism  to 
the  Turkish  State.  But  it  was  at  the  same 
time  also  necessary  that  the  Jews  themselves 
should  come  to  a  clear  understanding  of  their 
position,  and  be  convinced  that  there  was  only 
one  way  to  maintain  the  existence  of  the  Jew- 
ish people;  and  this  was  through  Zionism.  He 
trusted  that  the  Eighth  Congress  might  fulfill 
the  expectations  that  they  anticipated  from  its 
deliberations. 

Dr.  Nordau  descended  the  tribune  amidst 
vociferous  cheers. 

As  Presidents  of  the  Congress,  the  Perma- 
nent Committee  named  David  Wolffsohn  and 
Dr.  Max  Nordau,  as  Vice-Presidents;  Dr.  M. 
Caster,  Jacobus  Kaun,  Dr.  Alexander  Marmo- 
rek.  Dr.  Isidor  Schalit,  Dr.  W.  Tschlenow,  M. 
Ussischkin,  Prof.  Otto  Warburg.  As  assist- 
ants (besitser) :  Herbert  Bentwich,  Dr.  M. 
Bodenheimer,  Dr.  Braude,  Kessler,  Samuel 
Pineles,  Rabbi  Reiness,  Temkin.  As  Secre- 
taies.  Dr.  S.  Levin,  Dr.  Kerz,  Dr.  Davidsohn, 
Seeligmann,  Rabbi  Niemirower.  Dr.  Alexan- 
der Marmorek  declined  to  accept  office  as 
Vice-President,  but  was  elected  by  acclama- 
tion. 

WEDNESDAY  AFTERNOON  (Aug.  14). 
President  Wolffsohn  announced  the  nomina- 
tion of  Dr.  Magnes,  Moser  and  Sol.  Cohn  as 
besitser,  who  were  elected  by  acclamation.  L. 
J.  Greenberg  was  elected  as  a  Vice-President. 
Dr.  Max  Nordau  announced  that  for  personal 
reasons  he  could  not  act  as  President, 
and    in    spite    of    the    desire    of    the    Con- 


gress, insisted  on  withdrawing  his  name. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  credentials 
was  then  presented  by  Percy  Baker.  A  num- 
ber of  suggestions  were  made  for  improving 
the  methods  of  election,  though  the  commit- 
tee found  a  great  improvement  in  the  filling 
out  of  credentials.  A  number  of  delegates 
were  unseated,  but  on  the  main  the  creden- 
tials were  found  in  good  form. 

Herr  Nahum  Sokolow,  secretary  of  the  Ac- 
tions Committee,  then  read  the  report  of  the 
Zionist  Central  Bureau. 

REPORT  OF  THE  CENTRAL  BUREAU. 

The  report  of  the  Central  Bureau  states  that 
a  distinction  must  be  drawn  between  the  actual 
Zionist  movement  and  the  institutions  subsi- 
diary thereto.  It  points  out  that,  in  regard  to 
the  movement  itself,  it  is  very  difficult  exactly 
to  measure  the  progress  which  has  been  made, 
inasmuch  as  its  work  is  chiefiy  of  a  moral 
character  which  cannot  be  estimated  in  figures; 
but,  it  says:  "Zionism  presents,  in  every  direc- 
tion, both  externally  and  internally,  a  picture 
of  a  powerfully  progressive  movement,  carry- 
ing new  currents  in  its  wake."  The  report 
goes  on  to  say  that  Zionism  is  more  than  ever 
the  representative  and  the  creator  of  Jewish 
national  life.  The  decision  come  to  by  the 
Seventh  Congress  to  remove  the  Bureau  from 
Vienna  to  Cologne  was  successfully  carried  out 
in  spite  of  great  difficulties.  The  Bureau  has 
sought  to  come  into  closer  touch  with  the 
federations  in  the  various  countries,  and  the 
editorial  and  business  sides  of  the  organ  of  the 
movement.  Die  Welt,  were  reconstructed.  A 
considerable  amount  of  attention  was  devoted 
to  the  Anglo-Palestine  Co.,  Ltd.,  and  to  the 
legalization  of  the  National  Fund.  A  strong 
propaganda  for  the  Shekel  collection  was  made 
and  the  methods  of  collection  were  reorgan- 
ized. The  Bureau  took  a  large  part  in  the 
relief  work  on  behalf  of  the  Russian  Jews. 
The  Actions  Committee  having  acquired  an  in- 
terest in  the  Juedische  Verlag,  the  latter  was 
transferred  at  the  end  of  September,  1906,  to 
Cologne,  and  was  thoroughly  reorganized.  The 
sad  condition  of  the  Jews  in  various  countries 
proved  a  great  impediment  to  the  work  of  the 
movement.  The  report  states  that  the  Bureau 
does  not  pretend  to  have  come  up  to  all  its 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THI    MACCABAEAN. 


127 


own  expectations,  but  this  failure  was  only  to 
be  anticipated  in  view  of  the  enormous  diffi- 
culties with  which  it  had  to  contend.  After 
giving  a  detailed  account  of  the  relief  work 
rendered  necessary  by  the  pogroms  in  Rus- 
sia (particularly  the  establishment  in  Palestine 
of  an  Orphan  Asylum  for  Children  of  Victims 
and  the  organization  of  emigration),  the  re- 
port goes  on  to  deal  with  the  various  institu- 
tions associated  with  the  movement.  The  Jew- 
ish Colonial  Trust  shows  a  slow  but  continued 
growth  in  the  extent  of  its  business  and  its  in- 
come. The  Anglo-Palestine  Company  shows  a 
gratifying  extension.  The  capital  of  the  Com- 
pany has  been  increased  to  $500,000.  New 
branches  have  been  established  and  others  arc 
in  contemplation.  It  is  anticipated  that  the 
opening  of  a  branch  in  the  Turkish  capital  will 
place  the  institution  on  a  much  broader  basis. 
The  Jewish  National  Fund  has  been  registered 
as  a  Limited  Liability  Company  in  England 
and  has  now  become  a  legal  corporation.  In 
consequence,  the  center  of  the  fund  has  been 
transferred  to  London.  Particulars  are  given 
concerning  the  internal  affairs  of  the  Bureau. 
Since  last  September,  Herr  N.  Sokolow  has 
acted  as  General  Secretary.  Die  Welt  has 
celebrated  the  tenth  anniversary  of  its  founda- 
tion, and  a  Hebrew  weekly,  Haolam,  has  been 
founded.  Apropos  of  the  tenth  anniversary  of 
the  existence  of  the  Zionist  movement  a  propa- 
ganda pamphlet  in  German,  Yiddish  and  Eng- 
lish has  been  published  with  a  gigantic  circula- 
tion. Subventions  have  been  granted  to  the 
Hebrew  Gymnasium  in  Jaffa  and  to  the  Com- 
mittee which  is  publishing  the  Hebrew  Diction- 
ary of  Herr  E.  Ben-Jehuda.  A  new  Federa- 
tion has  been  founded  in  Australia.  A  consid- 
erable amount  of  work  has  been  done  in  Pal- 
estine, especially  in  the  direction  of  investiga- 
tion and  enquiry.  Valuable  material  has  been 
collected  by  the  Palestine  Commission,  and 
new  undertakings  have  been  called  into  exist- 
ence. The  report  states  that  the  old  beggar- 
type  of  inhabitant  is  giving  way,  making  place 
for  a  working  eelment,  which  promises  well  for 
the  future  of  Palestine,  and  the  Hebrew  tongue 
has  received  a  great  impetus  in  the  Holy  Land. 
Reference  is  made  to  the  work  of  the  Bezalel 
School  of  Arts  and  Crafts  and  the  foundation 
of  Savings  Bank^  and  loan  societies  is  report- 


ed. A  large  increase  has  taken  place  in  the 
number  of  visitors  to  Palestine.  The  report 
goes  on  to  give  particulars  of  the  progress  of 
the  movement  in  various  countries.  The  fer- 
ment in  Russia  proved  a  great  impediment  to 
work  there.  The  Helsingfors  Conference  has 
founded  a  Central  Committee  in  Wilna,  and 
this  Committee  has  sought  by  means  of  an  en- 
ergetic propaganda  to  revive  the  local  societies. 
In  consequence  of  the  crisis  through  which 
Russian  Zionism  has  passed,  Russian  Zionists 
have  sent  less  delegates  to  the  Congress,  but  in 
view  of  the  extremely  abnormal  circumstances, 
the  report  expresses  the  optimistic  view  that, 
comparatively,  Zionism  in  Russia  is  in  a  belter 
state  than  it  has  ever  been.  In  Austria  the  uni- 
versal franchise  has  brought  about  a  change 
in  Jewish  politics;  a  Jewish  party  has  been 
active,  and  the  first  Jewish  "club"  has  been 
formed  in  the  Austrian  Parliament  The  re- 
port states  that  the  Zionist  Organization  can- 
not be  identified  with  any  local  politics,  partici- 
pation in  which  is  a  matter  for  individual  fed- 
erations. Zionism  in  Austria  is  very  much 
alive.  The  movement  in  Hungary  has  been  re- 
organized with  good  results,  and  a  consider- 
able extension  has  taken  place.  In  Croatia  the 
local  Zionists  have  recently  been  very  active. 
Continued  progress  goes  on  in  Germany,  and  a 
number  of  new  local  societies  have  been 
formed.  By  means  of  the  Zionist  organ,  the 
Juedische  Rundschau,  pamphlets  and  meetingfs, 
an  extensive  propaganda  has  been  conducted. 
In  England  the  devoted  zeal  of  the  Zionists 
has  removed  the  difficulties  which  formerly  ex- 
isted. The  federation  works  systematically 
and  well,  and  the  movement  has  received  a 
considerable  impetus.  The  old  trusty  workers 
co-operate  with  the  younger  spirits.  Great 
progress  has  been  made  in  the  Netherlands, 
and  there  is  an  enthusiastic  group  of  local  so- 
cieties. The  same  may  be  said  of  Belgium, 
where  the  Zionists  have  exercised  considerable 
influence  in  general  on  Jewish  affairs.  Zion- 
ism is  little  spread  in  France,  but  the  local  so- 
cieties are  doing  their  utmost  to  extend  the 
movement.  Italy  has  maintained  its  activity. 
Zionism  has  taken  a  deep  hold  on  the  Jews  of 
Roumania  in  spite  of  the  persecutions  which 
they  have  to  withstand.  In  Bulgaria  and  in  Ser- 
via  there  are  Zionist  societies,  and  Denmark 
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has  a  small  but  active  Zionist  Organization. 
Zionist  societies  are  also  existent  in  Sweden 
and  Norway.  The  report  speaks  with  enthusi- 
asm concerning  the  progress  made  in  the  United 
States  from  which  great  results  are  expected, 
and  in  Canada.  Great  progress  has  also  been 
made  in  South  Africa,  where  the  visit  of  Herr 
Wolffsohn  gave  a  great  impetus  to  Zionism, 
A  debate  on  the  report  followed.  A  number 
of  the  delegates  criticised  the  Actions  Com- 
mittee. Among  the  speakers  were  Dr.  Nacht, 
of  Roumania;  Dr.  Reich,  Dr.  Ehrenpries,  Dr. 
Freidemann.  The  permanent  committee  pro- 
posed an  organization  committee  of  twenty- 
one  members,  which  was  accepted.  The  per- 
manent committee  proposed  a  Palestine  Com- 
mission to  be  composed  of  the  Greater  Actions 
Comite,  the  Smaller  Actions  Comite,  the  di- 
rectors of  the  Bank  and  of  the  Anglo-Pales- 
tine Bank,  of  the  National  Fund,  and  the  Pal- 
estine delegates.  Dr.  H.  G.  Heyjann  sug- 
gested a  smaller  committee,  of  from  21  to  42 
persons.  Dr.  Tschlenow  suggested  that  the 
Federations  be  represented  on  the  commit- 
tee. The  resolution  of  the  permanent  com- 
mittee with  reference  to  the  composition  of  the 
Palestine  Committee  was  withdrawn,  and  a 
motion  of  Heymann  and  Tschlenow  that  the 
old  method  of  electing  members  to  the  Pales- 
tine Committee  be  followed  was  carried. 

THURSDAY,  August  15. 
The  session  opened  with  a  debate  on  the  re- 
port of  the  Central  Bureau.  This  debate 
threatened  to  be  endless,  when  Dr.  Magnes, 
obtaining  the  floor,  moved  that  speakers  be 
limited  to  ten  minutes  each,  which  was  carried, 
though  it  had  to  be  carried  twice  before  the 
delegates  were  made  to  obey  the  rule.  Dr.  Al- 
fred Nossig  criticised  the  report.  He  said  that 
the  leaders  did  nothing  except  what  was  abso- 
lutely safe;  Zionists  must  recognize  the  value 
of  the  principles  of  activity.  All  powers  are 
now  in  competition  in  Palestine;  it  is  neces- 
sary that  we  Zionists  also  participate  in  it. 
Colonization  cannot  be  undertaken  by  private 
persons;  the  state  must  play  the  principal  part 
in  such  work.  We  have  no  money?  Then  let 
us  work,  and  we  shall  have  it.  An  inactive 
Zionism  will  not  arouse  interest.  Nossig  ad- 
vocated a  renewal  of  political  activity  in  Tur- 


key; and  in  Palestine  we  must  work  for  the 
industrial  and  cultural  elevation  of  the  Jew- 
ish population.  Dr.  Pasmanik  asked :  What  is 
the  program  with  which  the  Actions  Comite 
comes  to  the  Congress?  With  none.  Dr. 
Trietsch  wanted  to  know  what  the  Actions 
Comite  had  done  with  the  resolutions  of  the 
last  Congress.  Instead  of  devoting  itself  to 
stimulating  work  in  Palestine  and  in  neighbor- 
ing lands,  the  Actions  Comite  called  together 
the  Brussels  Conference.  The  Actions  Comite 
did  nothing  else. 


President  Wolffsohn  announced  that  Her 
Majesty,  the  Queen  of  the  Netherlands, 
through  her  Adjutant,  had  telegraphed  her 
thanks  for  the  good  wishes  of  the  Congress. 

The  debate  on  the  Actions  Comite's  report 
continued.  Dr.  H.  G.  Heymann  defended  the 
Actions  Comite,  which,  he  said,  could  do  noth- 
ing with  the  little  income  it  received.  In  the 
name  of  the  German  delegates  he  offered  a 
resolution  to  the  effect  that  in  addition  to  the 
Shekel,  Zionists  be  asked  for  an  additional  sum, 
as  much  as  possible,  for  support  of  the  Actions 
Comite.  The  debate  continued.  It  is  unneces- 
sary for  us  to  give  detailed  report  of  what  the 
delegates  said ;  no  motions  were  evolved  out  of 
the  debate,  but  the  delegates  indulged  in  a 
general  criticism  of  the  Actions  Comite,  of 
more  or  less  value.  Finally,  President  Wolff- 
sohn replied  in  a  speech  of  great  weight  and 
eloquence. 

He  said  that  complaint  had  been  made  of  the 
small  grant  of  2,500  marks  to  the  Palestine 
Commission;  but  when  the  report  of  that 
Commission  was  published,  it  would  be  found 
that  other  sums,  to  the  amount  of  3,800  marks, 
had  been  placed  at  its  disposal  from  other 
sources.  The  Actions  Committee  was  also  ac- 
cused of  not  having  sufficient  energy.  It  was 
impossible  for  it  to  manage  all  the  financial  in- 
stitutions ©f  the  Zionist  movement,  and  it  was 
on  this  account  that  they  had  been  placed  un- 
der separate  administrations.  The  charge  of 
lack  of  energy,  in  reality,  affected  the  Congress 
itself,  of  which  the  Actions  Committee  was 
only  the  executive  mouthpiece.  The  Palestine 
Commission  had  been  formed  for  the  purpose 
of  instituting  work  in  the  Holy  Land.  Dr. 
Nossig  had  complained  that  the  Actions  Corn- 
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mittee   had   allowed    a   favorable   opportunity 
which  presented  itself  for  diplomatic  action  to 
pass  by,  but  he  could  assure  Dr.  Nossig  that  he 
knew  absolutely  nothing  of  such  an  opportun- 
ity or  of  an  offer  which  it  was  alleged  had  been 
made.     Replying   to    Dr.    Pasmanik,    he    said 
that  they  all  agreed  that  practical  work  must 
be  done  in  Palestine,  but  proposals  in  this  re- 
spect were  made  to  them  by  people  who  did 
not  know  the  meaning  of  the  term  practical 
work.     There  were  some  who  said  that  Dr. 
Herzl  had  been  opposed  to  work  of  this  na- 
ture; this  was  not  so,  for  the  Anglo-Palestine 
Bank  and  other  institutions  in  Palestine  were 
initiated  by  him.    The  Actions  Committee  were 
now  carrying  on  that  practical  work,  which  he 
■favored,    but    about    which    he    did    not   talk. 
What,  on  the  other  hand,  had  those  speakers 
who  were  clamoring  for  practical  work,  done 
in  that  direction  ?    It  had  been  said  that  a  man- 
date had  been  given  to  establish  an  Agrarian 
Bank  in  Palestine.     Well,  on  investigation  it 
had  been  found  that  such  a  bank  was  impossi- 
ble, as  the  Turkish  law  was  against  it;  but, 
despite  this  insuperable  obstacle,  when  he  re- 
ported the  difficulty,  he  was  answered  by  Con- 
gress: We  zvill  have  an  Agrarian  Bank.     He 
did  not  consider  such  a  course  of  action  to  be 
practical  work.    Dr.  Pasmanik  had  demanded 
a   leader  who  would  lead.    If  they  expected 
from  him  what  they  had  found  in  Dr.  Herzl, 
and  he  had  not  come  up  to  their  expectations, 
the  fault  lay  not  with  him,  but  with  Congress 
in  electing  him.    Again,  the  same  speaker  had 
said  that  when  they  had  money  they  would  be 
in  a  position  to  work.    He  (Herr  Wolffsohn) 
quite  agreed,  and  asked  Dr.  Pasmanik  to  see 
that  Russia,  which  contained  the  largest  num- 
ber   of   Zionists,   provided   them    with    ample 
means.     It  should  not  be  forgotten  that  the 
Smaller  Actions  Committee  consisted  of  seven 
members  only,  living  In  different  countries.    It 
was  extremely  difficult  therefore  to  bring  them 
together   whenever   the   need    for   a   meeting 
arose.     If   it   was   desired   to   strengthen   the 
Committee,  or  to  extend  it  by  the  formation 
of  a  bureau  in  Berlin,  he  would  give  the  pro- 
posal his  support.     Herr  Trietsch  had  spoken 
as  though  the  Actions  Committee  were  envious 
of  the  Ito.     Nothing  was  further  from  their 
thoughts.    If  the  Ito  should  meet  with  success 


they  would  rejoice,  but  its  work  was  not  Ziou' 
ism.  If  the  Actions  Committee  had  not  per- 
formed as  much  Zionistic  work  as  they  them- 
selves desired,  their  work  had  been  Jewish. 
The  relief  work  on  account  of  the  pogroms 
in  Russia  was  not  Zionistic,  but  it  was  Jewish. 
As  regarded  interference  in  the  internal  policy 
of  the  different  countries,  neither  Congress  nor 
the  Committee  could  tolerate  such  interference, 
and  he  believed  the  Congress  would  agree  with 
him  on  that  point.  He  agreed  with  previous 
speakers  that  an  income  of  80,000  marks  was 
inadequate  for  effective  work;  but  the  rem- 
edy was  simple:  Obtain  more  adherents  for 
Zionism  and  collect  more  shekels.  Then  the 
Committee  would  be  able  to  do  more  political 
work. 

Dr.  Pasmanik,  as  a  personal  explanation, 
denied  having  stated  that  Dr.  Herzl  was  not  in 
favor  of  practical  work.  To  show  that  he  (Dn 
Passmanik)  was  not  unappreciative  of  the 
work  of  the  President  and  the  Actions  Com- 
mittee, he  tendered  them  cordial  thanks  for 
their  work  during  the  past  two  years. 

Herr  N.  Sokolow,  General  Secretary  of  the 
Actions  Committee,  replied  to  criticisms  of 
that  body's  report,  which  he  had  read  the  pre- 
vious day. 

FRIDAY,  August  16. 
President:  Dr.  Caster. 

Professor  Warburg  read  the  report  of  the 
Palestine  Commission. 

REPORT  OF  THE   PALESTINE  COMMISSION. 

Professor  Warburg  said  that  he  agreed  with 

the  President  that  it  was  not  desirable  to  talk 

too  much  or  too  loudly  concerning  the  action 

which   it  was   intended  to  take  in   Palestine. 

i  That  the   Palestine  Commission  had  not  yet 

'  achieved  much,  was  chiefly  due  to  the  diver- 

[   gent  opinions  among  the  members  as  to  the 

I  course  which  should  be  taken.     He  therefore 

was  of  opinion  that  more  unity  of  actior  was 

*  eminently  desirable.     As  to  the  steps  aheady 

taken,  investigations  were  being  made  with  the 

view  of  establishing  agricultural  and  mdustrial 

undertakings.    Those  investigations  were  being 

carried  on  slowly,  but  steadily  and  entirely  in 

the  sense  of  the  Basle  program.     During  the 

last-  two   years   a   scientific   investigation   had 

been  conducted  in  the  territory  stretching  from 
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the  Valley  of  the  Jordan  to  the  Sea  of  Tiber- 
ias. The  territory  to  the  east  of  the  Jordan 
was  also  being  examined,  in  connection  with 
the  construction  of  the  railway  there.  The 
cost  of  those  investigations  had  been  borne  by 
the  funds  of  the  Commission.  That  body  had 
also  undertaken  the  preparation  of  a  map  of 
Palestine.  It  was  hoped  to  find  means  to  pub- 
lish that  map,  and  to  circulate  it  among  Jews 
generally.  Further,  the  Commission  was  en- 
ergetically occupied  in  preliminaries  for  estab- 
lishing economic  and  educational  undertakings. 
The  Commission  acted  as  advisor  to  the  Ac- 
tions Committee  in  economical  questions  af- 
fecting Palestine,  and  as  provisional  adminis- 
trator of  lands  belonging  to  the  National  Fund 
The  Commission  had  specially  striven  to  direct 
capital  to  Palestine,  and  in  that  respect  con- 
siderable assistance  had  been  afforded  to  the 
Bezalel  School  of  Arts  and  Crafts  in  Jerusa- 
lem. In  that  school  fifty-two  carpenters  and 
builders  had  already  been  trained,  who  had 
found  employment  in  the  construction  of  new 
buildings.  Two  such  buildings  had  recently 
been  bought  for  the  school  at  the  expense  of 
the  National  Fund.  The  Plantation  Society 
had  received  much  support  even  among  non- 
Jews.  The  industrial  syndicate  had  been 
founded  with  a  capital  of  100,000  marks,  and 
was  preparing  for  important  work.  Lastly,  the 
foundation  had  been  laid  of  a  "Heimstadten- 
verein,"  the  object  of  which  was  to  help  immi- 
grant Jews  to  acquire  for  a  small  sum  their 
own  house  and  garden.  It  was  also  hoped  to 
create  a  General  Agrarian  Fund,  wh'ch  was 
greatly  needed  for  the  solution  of  the  Agrarian 
question  in  Palestine,  the  establishment  of 
Agricultural  Credit  Banks,  etc.  All  energies 
should  be  directed  to  the  opening  up  of  the 
land  for  small  farmers;  the  acquisition  of  large 
landed  proprietorships  must  be  oppDsed  as 
much  as  possible.  Side  by  side  with  the  Plan- 
tations Society,  agricultural  companies  must 
be  founded.  The  Commission  had  also  de- 
voted its  attention  to  this  subject,  for  the  land 
must  be  acquired  not  by  large  capital,  but  by 
small  shareholders,  and  an  endeavor  would  be 
made  to  place  a  man  of  great  energy  at  the 
head  of  the  new  Agricultural  Company,  which 
would  be  founded  with  £1  shares.  It  was  to 
be  regretted  that  of  the  10,000  trees  required 


for  the  olive-tree  forest,  in  memory  of  Dr. 
Herzl,  only  about  5,000  had  been  presented.  It 
was  intended  to  locate  the  forest  between 
Jaffa  and  Jerusalem.  Particulars  were  also 
given  in  the  report  concerning  the  successful 
steps  which  had  been  taken  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  co-operative  farm.  Intending  emi- 
grants from  Russia  were  advised  to  proceed  to 
Palestine,  not  via  Berlin,  but  via  Odessa,  as 
the  latter  route  was  much  cheaper.  Energetic 
action,  and  especially  in  a  practical  direction, 
must  be  the  watchword-,  for  without  an  eco- 
nomic basis,  political  Zionism  would  remain  a 
house  of  cards.  But  to  attain  the  end  in  view, 
larger  funds  were  necessary,  and  therefore  the 
Commission  were  of  opinion  that  besides  the 
Shekel,  Zionists  should  pledge  themselves  to 
contribute  also  for  practical  work  in  Palestine, 
Only  when  the  land  had  been  prepared  indus- 
trially, commercially  and  for  the  promotion  of 
"cultur"  would  the  time  be  ripe  for  political 
and  diplomatic  Zionism,  and  then  they  would 
be  able,  with  better  prospects  of  success,  to  ap- 
proach the  Sultan  and  the  Powers  for  author- 
ity to  create  an  autonomous  State  in  the  land 
fo  which  they  had  been  deprived. 

Dr.  Bodenheimer  read  the  report  of  the  Na- 
tional Fund  Committee.  The  Fund  at  pres- 
ent amounts  to  £65,000,  and  during  the  last 
two  years  it  has  been  increased  by  £12,000. 
The  capital  should  be  used  not  only  for  the 
purchase  of  land  in  Palestine,  but  would  be  ex- 
pended also  for  other  Zionist  objects.  The  re- 
quest of  the  Anglo-Palestine  Company  for  a 
loan  from  the  Fund  for  the  building  of  houses 
in  Jerusalem,  Hebron,  Jaffa  and  elsewhere  was 
therefore  worthy  of  earnest  consideration. 
Shechem,  Nazareth,  Bethlehem,  were  also 
towns  where  much  should  be  done  to  attract 
Jews  thither;  but  funds  were  also  required  to 
prepare  for  colonization.  If  only  a  third  of  the 
program  were  to  be  carried  out,  the  funds  of 
the  Zionist  organization  must  be  increased  four 
and  five-fold.  If  the  Zionists  possessed  the 
strength  to  obtain  Palestine  for  the  Jewish 
people  the  required  funds  would  pour  in. 
The  session  was  then  closed ;  the  afternoon  was 
devoted  to  the  sessions  of  the  Palestine  Com- 
mittee and  the  Organization  Committee.  The 
Palestine  Commission  as  formed  by  the  Fed- 
erations, was  composed  of  the  following:  Alej- 
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nikow,  Boruchow,  Rabbinowitz,  Weissenberg, 
Nissenbaum,  of  Russia,  Nossig,  Markus  Ko- 
hen,  Dr.  Heymann,  and  Dr.  Loewe,  of  Ger- 
many; Bentwich  ad  Shire,  of  England;  Boehm 
and  Salz,  of  Austria;  Jean  Fischer,  of  Bel> 
gium;  Schein,  of  Roumania;  Hepp,  of  Hun- 
gary, Pool,  of  Holland;  Wolpert,  of  South 
Africa;  N.  Gross,  of  the  'Poale  Zion  and 
Struck,  of  the  Mizrachi. 

SUNDAY,  August  18. 

Dr.  Kazenelsohn  reported  on  the  Jewish 
Colonial  Trust,  and  dwelt  largely  on  the  pro- 
posed alterations  of  the  statutes  of  the 
Trust,  and  on  the  action  recently  taken  in  the 
English  courts  on  the  subject.  Herr  Wolff - 
sohn  presided  during  the  sitting.  The  debate 
was  opened  by  Herr  Rosenbaum,  who  was  fol- 
lowed by  Dr.  Heymann,  Joseph  Cowen,  Dr. 
Friedemann,  L.  J.  Greenberg,  Dr.  Samuel 
Daiches,  Dr.  Moses  Gaster  and  Dr.  Magnes. 
Dr.  Katzeneloshn  was  interrupted  by  Dr. 
Gronemann,  who  asked  whether  the  Bank  had 
participated  in  the  purchase  of  a  certain  Jew- 
ish paper,  to  which  Dr.  Katzeneloshn  replied, 
in  the  name  of  the  entire  directorate,  that  not 
one  cent  had  been  invested  in  any  Jewish 
newspaper  in  the  world.  Rosenbaum  was 
against  the  abandonment  of  the  suit  for  the 
alteration  of  the  statutes.  Dr.  Heymann  want- 
ed to  know  what  object  was  to  be  attained  by 
the  alteration;  the  capital  of  the  Bank  is  al- 
ready invested  in  the  Orient;  an  alteration 
would  be  useless.  A  great  deal  of  the  personal 
feelings  of  English  delegates  was  given  expres- 
sion to  in  this  debate. 

Dr.  Katzeneloshn  moved  that  the  Congress 
is  of  the  opinion  "that  the  memorandum  of  the 
Jewish  Colonial  Trust  should  be  altered  with 
the  decision  of  the  third  Congress,  in  so  fat 
as  the  change  will  not  be  against  the  interests 
of  the  Trust.  In  any  case,  the  Small  Actions 
Comite  is  to  see  that  in  addition  to  the  stat- 
utes it  should  not  be  possible  for  the  Trust  to 
undertake  colonizing  work  anywhere  but  in 
Palestine,  Syria  and  the  neighboring  coun- 
tries." 

Dr.  Bodenheimer  proposed  an  amendment, 
that  final  decision  should  be  left  to  the  Small 
Accounts  Comite  and  thirteen  jurists  to  be 
elected    by    the    Congress.     The    motion,     as 


amended,  was  carried  by  a  vote  of  130  against 
102. 

Dr.  Schmaryahu  Lewin  then  read  a  paper 
on  National  Education  in  Palestine.  He  spoke 
of  the  existing  schools  in  Palestine  and  their 
work. 

Herr  Sokolow  moved  that  Hebrew  shall  be 
the  official  language  of  the  Congress,  both  for 
speech  and  correspondence.  The  motion  was 
referred  to  the  Special  Palestine  Committee. 

MONDAY.  August  19. 

The  mornmg  sitting  was  opened  forty  min- 
utes late  with  Mr.  L.  J.  Greenberg,  one  of 
the  Vice-Presidents,  in  the  Chair. 

Dr.  Adolf  Boehm,  Secretary  of  the  Special 
Palestine  Committee,  submitted  a  series  of 
recommendations  from  that  body,  some  of 
which  embodied  proposals  of  various  Lands- 
mannschaften. 

The  recommendations  were  as  follows: 

1.  The  Congress  resolves  that  a  special  Pal- 
estinian department  shall  be  created  within  the 
Smaller  Actions  Committee,  and  shall  have 
power  to  co-opt  other  members.  This  depart- 
ment shall  be  presided  over  by  one  member  of 
the  Smaller  Actions  Committee.  A  Palestine 
Bureau,  with  its  headquarters  in  Palestine  and 
consisting  of  one  or  more  paid  officials,  shall 
be  placed  under  his  direction. 

Z  The  Congress  resolves  that  25  per  cent, 
of  all  the  revenues  of  the  Actions  Committee 
shall,  immediately  the  Palestine  Department 
is  organized,  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Jewish  Colonial  Trust. 

3.  The  Congress  requests  the  Palestinian 
Department  to  examine  the  question  of  group 
settlement  in  Palestine  and  to  report  to  the 
Yearly  Conference. 

'4.  The  Congress  resolves  to  request  the  Pal- 
estinian Department  and  the  Directors  of  the 
Jewish  Colonial  Trust  to  establish  an  institu- 
tion for  rural  and  urban  credit  banks  in  Pales- 
tine. If  at  all  possible  this  institution  shall 
form  a  section  of  the  Anglo-Palestine  Com- 
pany and  possess  the  right  to  purchase  and 
sell,  rent  or  lease  and  build  on  urban  and  rural 
property. 

5.  The  Congress  requests  the  Palestinian 
Department  to  devote  its  special  attention  to 
the  educational  institutions  in  Palestine  and  to 
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endeavor  to  create  a  separate  fund  for  this 
purpose.  It  further  requests  the  Palestinian 
Department  to  take  steps  for  the  development 
of  a  Hebrew  Secondary  School  in  Palestine. 

Mr.  Wolff sohn  then  took  the  Chair. 

Mr.  J.  Cowen  opened  the  debate  by  stating 
that  he  did  not  oppose  the  recommendations, 
and  hoped  they  would  be  adopted.  He  was, 
however,  of  opinion  that  preliminary  to  any 
action,  steps  should  be  taken  for  the  with- 
drawal of  the  prohibition  by  the  Turkish  Gov- 
ernment of  the  settlement  of  Jews  in  Palestine. 
That  Government  should  be  informed  that 
those  Jews  who  desired  to  take  up  their  resi- 
dence in  Palestine  were  willing  to  become 
Turkish  subjects.  He  appealed  to  Congress  to 
show  a  spirit  of  tolerance  to  those  who  dif- 
fered in  opinion  from  the  majority.  The  lack 
of  tolerance  at  the  last  Congress  had  led  to 
the  secession  of  Mr.  Zangwill,  which  was  a 
great  loss  to  Zionism.  He  repeated  the  words 
of  Dr.  Nordau  that  political  Zionism  must 
triumph;  if  not  national  liquidation  would  en- 
sue. 

Herr  Davis  Trietsch  followed  with  a  long 
speech,  in  the  course  of  which  he  was  fre- 
quently directed  by  the  President  to  confine 
his  observations  to  the  question  before  the 
meeting.  In  order  that  the  time  of  the  Con- 
gress should  not  be  further  wasted  (the  Presi- 
dent mentioned  that  sixty  names  had  been  en- 
tered on  the  list  of  speakers),  a  motion  was 
submitted  limiting  speakers  to  ten  minutes. 
The  motion  was  carried,  but  a  further  motion 
to  select  only  eight  speakers  was  rejected. 

Mr.  L.  J.  Greenberg  said  that  he  supported 
the  propositions  generally,  as  he  had  alwa^^s 
been  in  favor  of  practical  work  in  Palestine. 
Before  the  words  "practical  work"  had  come 
out  of  the  mouths  of  many  of  those  who 
spoke  them  so  loudly  that  day — at  the  time 
when  the  Commission  was  sent  to  East 
Africa — he  had  written  a  letter  to  the  Actions 
Committee  urging  that  practical  work  might 
be  begun  in  Palestine.  He,  however,  had  al- 
ways held  that  such  work  must  go  hand  in 
hand  with  work — so-called  political  work — 
outside  Palestine.  He  was  glad  to  follow  Mr. 
Trietsch,  because  he  (Mr.  Trietsch)  formed 
a  lesson  which  they  would  do  well  at  that  mo- 
ment to  take  to  heart.     He  (Mr.  Greenberg) 


remembered  the  time  when  Mr.  Trietsch  was 
hounded  from  the  tribune  for  venturing  to  sug- 
gest colonization  in  Cyprus — to-day  Cyprus- 
was  in  the  "prescribed  area"  of  their  proposed 
colonizing  operations.  Surely  that  should 
teach  them  toleration  of  opinion  towards  those 
from  whom  they  differed  in  detail,  and  the  ab- 
sence of  which,  together  with  suspicion  of  mo- 
tives, had  cost  them  so  dear.  Look  at  the 
men  whom  they  had  lost  or  who  at  least  were 
not  present  at  that  Congress.  Could  they  not 
see  they  weakened  the  movement  by  every  loss 
they  made  ?  He  deplored  the  fact  that  some  of 
their  friends  had  left  the  movement — he  had 
always  said  they  were  wrong  in  doing  so,  but 
he  deplored  still  more  the  spirit  in  face  of 
which  they  had  fled.  Mr.  Trietsch  had  twitted 
the  Actions  Committee  for  paucity  of  their 
political  work.  This  came  with  singular  effect 
from  one  who  had  assisted  in  rejecting  as 
Congress  did  the  East  Africa  scheme,  and 
which  action  had  snapped  a  link  in  the  chain 
of  their  political  work  it  was  not  easy  to  re- 
pair or  replace.  That,  again,  was  the  result 
of  intolerance  and  of  distrust.  He  accepted 
fully  the  decision  of  the  Seventh  Congress, 
much  as  he  regretted  it,  for  he  regarded  as- 
even  more  important  than  the  opportunities 
that  decision  put  an  end  to,  the  maintenance  of 
their  movement  and  loyalty  to  Congress.  He 
regretted  not  to  see  in  the  recommendations 
before  them,  one  for  the  establishment  of  a 

real   working   Committee   in   Palestine. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Gaster  said  that  those  wha 
were  in  favor  of  practical  work  in  Palestine 
were  taunted  with  being  Chovevi  Zionists,  but 
the  great  question  was  so  to  work  in  Palestine 
as  to  lay  the  foundation  for  the  eventual  carry- 
ing out  of  the  Basle  program.  All  work  of 
that  kind  was  entirely  different  from  what  was 
known  as  Chovevi  Zionism.  No  one  who  fa- 
vored the  promotion  of  practical  work  for  a 
moment  lost  sight  of  the  political  work,  for 
by  carrying  out  their  policy  they  were  further- 
ing the  object  they  all  had  in  view.  One  im- 
portant point  had  been  entirely  lost  sight  of, 
and  that  was  the  significance  of  Zionism  for 
the  Jews  in  the  diaspora.  Many  Zionists  were 
thinking  only  of  obtaining  Palestine  for  the 
one  or  two  millions  who  could  possibly  live 
there.      What   about   the   eight   millions   who 
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would  remain  outside?  What  the  Zionist  or- 
ganization must  aim  at  was  to  obtain  Palestine 
in  order  to  strengthen  their  moral  force  every- 
where. Who  had  stood  up  for  the  Jews  who 
were  massacred  in  Casablanca  or  persecuted 
in  Roumania?  They  wanted  a  home  not  only 
for  those  who  would  go  there,  but  also  to  have 
the  moral  force  to  defend  those  who  would 
remain  in  the  diaspora.  That  was  why  Zion- 
ists wanted  Palestine,  and  to  that  end  they  re- 
quired from  Congress  that  it  should  perform 
national  practical  work.  Having  exhausted 
his  ten  minutes,  Dr.  Caster  obtained  from 
Congress  a  further  period  of  ten  minutes, 
which  he  filled  by  an  eloquent  appeal  for  edu- 
cation ("cultur" — in  the  national  sense). 

The  sitting,  which  was  presided  over  during 
the  latter  portion  by  Heer  Jakobus  H.  Kann; 
was  then  suspended. 

AFTERNOON   SESSION. 

On  resuming  in  the  afternoon,  Professor 
Warburg,  who  occupied  the  Chair  pending  the 
arrival  of  Herr  Wolffsohn,  announced  that 
several  motions  had  been  submitted  for  the  se- 
lection of  general  speakers,  as  time  would  not 
permit  all  the  sixty  delegates  on  the  list  to 
speak.  The  first  motion  was  for  twelve  speak- 
ers, four  each  for  more  political,  more  practi- 
cal and  more  "cultur"  work.  This  motion  was 
lost.  The  next  proposal  was  for  eight  speak- 
ers, namely,  three  for  more  political,  three  for 
more  practical  and  two  for  more  "cultur" 
work.  This  motion  having  been  carried,  the 
delegate  inscribed  on  the  list  retired  to  select 
the  eight  speakers.  In  the  meantime  some 
formal  business  affecting  the  National  Fund 
and  the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust  was  transacted, 
and  Dr.  Ehrenpreis,  Chief  Rabbi  of  Bulgaria, 
read  a  paper  on  "Jewish  National  Education 
in  the  Diaspora." 

The  selection  of  general  speakers  having 
been  completed,  several  points  of  order  were 
raised  before  the  speeches  commenced. 

Herr  Kaplansky  complained  that  ahhough 
twenty  members  of  the  Poale  Zion  group,  rep- 
resenting the  proletariat,  had  entered  their 
names  on  the  list,  only  one  had  been  selected 
as  a  speaker.  He  accordingly  moved  that  the 
Poale  Zion  be  empowered  to  choose  an  addi- 
tional speaker. 

Notwithstanding    the    previous    decision    of 


the  Congress,  the  President  accepted  the  mo- 
tion, which  was  carried. 

Herr  Schenkin  was  the  first  of  the  selected 
speakers.  At  the  close'  of  his  speech,  Miss 
Carmel  Goldsmith  intervened  to  correct  a 
statement  he  had  made  respecting  the  work  of 
the  Ito. 

Herr  Stamm  urged  that  they  should  obtain 
in  Palestine  land,  capital,  banks,  industrial  and 
agricultural  undertakings,  and  schools,  and^ 
then  the  time  would  have  arrived  for  political 
work.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  operations 
of  the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust  should  be  con- 
ducted not  in  London,  but  in  Palestine,  prefer- 
ably in  Jaffa. 

Dr.  Alexander  Marmorek  said  that,  if  his 
memory  did  not  deceive  him,  that  was  the  first 
time  that  he  had  intervened  in  the  debate  of 
any  Congress.  Probably  he  would  not  have 
abandoned  his  reserve  even  at  that  Congress 
were  it  not  that  they  had  arrived  at  an  historic 
stage  in  their  movement  He  felt  strongly 
that  they  must  stand  fast  to  the  principles  which 
had  been  inculcated  in  them  by  Dr.  Herzl.  He 
had  striven  to  infuse  his  principles  into  the 
Zionists,  but  he  (Dr.  Marmorek)  would  ask 
whether  they  had  learned  enough  or  forgotten 
enough  of  that  spirit.  It  was  with  dismay  that 
he  heard  people  speak  of  political  Zionism  as 
dead.  Was  it  for  this  that  Herzl  had  devoted 
the  best  years  of  his  life?  They  boasted  of 
being  Herzl's  pupils,  but  it  appeared  as 
though  they  were  unwilling  to  follow  his  teach- 
ings. Petty  Ghetto  politics  were  now  being 
advocated  to  the  great  injury  of  the  movement 
He  and  those  who  shared  his  views  were  not 
opposed  to  so-called  practical  work,  but  to  the 
spirit  which  appeared  to  animate  those  who 
advocated  it.  He  and  his  friends  held  fast  to 
the  political  flag  which  was  unfurled  by  Herzl, 
and  would  continue  to  sail  under  it  He  re- 
peated that  some  people  tauntjsd  those  who 
were  loyal  to  that  flag  with  being  opposed  to 
practical  work.  His  profession  had  made  him 
an  expert  in  experiments,  and  he  had  leaned 
that  all  experiments  were  not  successful,  and 
that  experiments  might  even  be  carried  on  for 
years  without  result  Herzl  saw  that  for  the 
purpose  of  the  program  they  had  need  of  the 
modern  power— money— and  for  this  reason 
he    brought    about   the    establishment    of    the 
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Bank,  which  was  to  be  a  political  instrument, 
not  a  mere  business  undertaking.  The  same 
was  the  case  with  the  National  Fund,  which 
was   not   intended  to  be  applied  to  petty   things. 

Dr.  C.  Weitzmann  pointed  out  the  difficulties 
which  had  prevented  the  attainment  of  the 
Zionist  goal,  and  therefore  he  set  great  value 
on  the  starting  of  preparatory  work  in  Pales- 
tine. It  was  well  known  that  for  their  ulti- 
mate success  they  needed  money,  and  a  large 
sum  of  money.  What  had  they  raised?  A 
capital  of  only  £300,000.  The  Turkish  Gov- 
ernment would  require  millions  from  tliem; 
how  and  when  were  the  Zionists  to  obtain 
those  millions.  When  they  started  practical 
work  in  Palestine,  the  bulk  of  the  Jewish  peo- 
ple, who  had  hitherto  stood  aloof  from  the 
movement,  would  understand  them,  and  pro- 
vide them  with  the  money  they  required. 

As  soon  as  President  Wolffsohn  had  taken 
the  Chair  in  the  morning,  two  interesting  an- 
nouncements were  made.  Profesor  Warburg 
intimated  that  an  English  colleague  had  offered 
the  last  500  trees  for  the  Herzl  Forest  on  con- 
dition that  the  number  still  required  (nearly 
5,000)  was  completed  by  the  end  of  the  pres- 
ent year.  The  other  announcement  was  that, 
as  the  result  of  Herr  Lewin's  address  on  Jew- 
ish National  Education  in  Palestine,  a  number 
of  the  Mizrachi  delegates  had  decided  to  es- 
tablish a  Secondary  Hebrew  School  in  Jeru- 
salem, and  had  promised  towards  this  object 
3,000  marks  annually  for  three  years. 

Professor  Warburg,  as  President  of  the 
Standing  Palestine  Committee,  replied  to  sev- 
eral of  the  speakers  in  yesterday's  discussion. 
He  pointed  out  that  scientific  investigations  were 
of  great  importance,  as  the  Commission  had 
already  recognized;  but  to  imagine,  as  some 
people  did,  that  investigations  should  occupy 
the  first  place  in  the  program,  could  only  hav» 
entered  into  the  minds  of  those  who  Hvcd  in 
the  clouds.  He  had  heard  demands  for  con- 
cessions for  the  construction  of  harbors,  rail-  . 
ways,  etc.;  well,  concessions  were  very  pretty, 
theoretically,  but  they  would  cost  immense 
sums  and  would  be  utterly  useless  if  the  or- 
ganizations were  not  provided  to  carry  them 
out.  Incidentally,  he  regretted  the  seccessions 
of  such  men  as  Mandelstamm,  Jasinowski  and 
Zangwill  from  the  movement,  but  he  was  con- 


vinced that  those  who  had  remained  would  help 
to  the  utmost  towards  the  attainment  of  their 
ultimate  goal.     Professor  Warburg  spoke  of 
some  of  the  ideas  put  forth  by  Dr.  Alexander 
Marmorek,    Herr    Motzkin,    Mr.    Cowen   and 
Mr.  Greenberg  as  airships,  and,  referring  to 
the     demand     for     responsible     government 
through  a  Committee  to  be  established  in  Pal- 
estine,   he    explained   the    diflerence    between 
Crown   Colonies  and  self-governing  Colonies 
in  the  British  Empire,  to  point  out  that  the  work 
in  Palestine  must  for  a  time  be  directed  by  the 
home  Government  of  the  movement  until  the 
settlements    were    fitted    for    self-government 
Dr.  S.  Lewin,  referring  to  some  comments 
by  an  English  speaker   (Mr.  Cowen)    on  the 
difficulty  experienced  by  Jews  in  obtaining  the 
right  of  residence  in  Palestine,  expressed  the 
wish  that  he  and  those  who  shared  his  views 
would  make   a  journey  to    Palestine.     They 
would  then  find  how  firmly  Jews  were  rooted 
to  the  soil.    There  was  no  country  where  the 
Jews  enjoyed  greater  liberty  than  in  the  Tur- 
kish Empire;  it  was  true  that  those  in  author- 
ity did  not  always  interpret  the  laws  in  the 
correct  sense,  but  the  Jews  could  not  demand 
more  than  was  granted  to  Turks  and  Arabs. 
Herr  Lewin  commended  the  spirit  which  pre- 
vailed in  the  twenty-five  colonies  in  Palestine; 
never  had  there  been  a  conflict  between  tHem, 
nor  did  the  members  make  attacks  on  each 
other.     This  was  a  lesson  which  he   recom- 
mend to  the  Jews  in  London,  New  York  and 
Chicago.     He  pleaded  for  the  means  to  de- 
velop culture  and  art  among  the  Jews  in  Pal- 
estine, and  asked  whether  it  was  not  a  dis- 
grace that  the  only  dwelling  which  was  truly 
a  work  of  art  in  the  country,  was  a  villa  tliat 
had  been  built  on  the  Mount  of  Olives  by  an 
English  lady   (Mrs.  Laurence  Oliphant).     He 
reminded  Congress  that  a  new  generation  had 
sprung  up  in  Palestine  who  demanded  to  work 
for  their  living;  and  it  was  the  duty  of  their 
brethren  to  help  them  in  this  laudable  purpose. 
He  declared  that  when  proper  work  had  been 
done  in  Palestine  the  charter  would  follow. 
Herr  Syrkin  moved: 

The  Eighth  Zionist  Congress,  while  recog- 
nizing practical  work  in  Palestine  as  one  of  the 
most  important  methods  for  the  realization  of 
Zionism,  declares  with  all  precision  and  clear- 
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ness  that  it  views  the  political  element  as  the 
basis  of  our  movement  and  demands  most 
thorough  political  and  diplomatic  work  on  the 
part  of  the  Actions  Committee. 

Dr.  Bodenheimer  moved  that  the  Congress 
proceed  to  the  order  of  the  day  (equivalent 
to  moving  the  previous  question).  He  said 
that  a  vote  on  Herr  Syrkin's  motion  might 
lead  to  a  misunderstanding.  If  it  were  car- 
ried, the  vote  would  be  construed  as  a  victory 
for  the  so-called  political  movement.  If  it 
were  rejected,  as  he  believed  would  be  the 
case,  it  would  be  said  that  the  political  move- 
ment had  been  dropped,  and  that  Chovevi 
Zionism  had  taken  its  place.  He  urged  the 
adoption  of  the  Palestine  Committee's  recom- 
mendations. 

Dr.  Bodenheimer's  motion  was  carried  by  a 
large  majority,  only  a  few  hands  being  held 
up  against  it 

The  Congress  then  proceeded  without  fur- 
ther debate  to  vote  on  the  recommendations 
of  the  Special  Palestine  Commission,  submitted 
yesterday. 

The  first  recommendation  was  adopted  by 
142  votes  for,  to  14  against;  the  second  and 
third  almost  unanimously. 

Recommendation  4  gave  rise  to  some  dis- 
cussion. In  the  Palestine  Committee  the  fol- 
lowing amendment  had  been  moved  by  Dr. 
Tschlenow : 

The  Congress  instructs  the  Smaller  Actions 
Committee  and  the  Directors  of  the  Ang'.o- 
Palestine  Company  to  take  steps  for  the  es- 
tablishment within  the  Anglo-Palestine  Com- 
pany of  a  department  for  long  term  credits  for 
rural  and  urban  property. 

For  this  amendment  12  had  voted  for,  and 
12  against,  and  as  no  casting  vote  was  given, 
it    was    submitted   to    the    Congress,    together 


with  the  recommendation  of  the  Committee, 
which,  as  the  Chairman  stated,  had  been 
passed  by  20  for,  to  4  against 

The  President  asked  the  Congress  to  reject 
the  recommendation,  because  it  placed  on  the 
Directors  of  the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust,  obliga- 
tions which  they  could  not  carry  out  Dr. 
Tschlenow,  the  Directors  of  the  Trust,  and 
Professor  Warburg  had  agreed  upon  a  substi- 
tute, which  he  believed  would  meet  the  views 
of  the  Congress,  and  which,  he  hoped,  would 
be  adopted  unanimously. 

The  President  of  the  Special  Palestine  Com- 
mittee (Dr.  Heymann)  announced  that  he, 
Herr  Ussischkin  and  Herr  Boehm  (the  re- 
porter) would  withdraw  their  recommendation 
in  favor  of  the  substituted  motion,  which  was 
as  follows: 

The  Congress  recommends  the  Smaller  Ac- 
tions Committee  and  the  Directors  of  the  An- 
glo-Palestine Company  to  take  steps  to  secure 
that  there  shall  be  formed  a  department  for 
long  term  credits  for  rural  and  urban  prop- 
erty, which  shall  have  the  right  to  buy  and  to 
sell,  to  rent  and  to  lease  and  to  cultivate  urban 
and  rural  property. 

This  motion  was  carried  unanimously,  amid 
loud  cheers. 

Recommendation  5  was  carried  with  only  a 
few  dissentients. 

The  resolutions  as  adopted  were  referred  to 
the  new  Palestine  Department 

It  will  be  observed  from  the  foregoing  fig- 
ures that  only  about  a  third  of  the  delegates 
deemed  it  their  duty  to  vote  on  the  important 
question  of  practical  work  in  Palestine. 

On  the  question  of  the  alteration  of  the 
statutes  of  the  Trust,  about  half  the  Congress 
had  voted. 

Herr   N.   Sokolow  presented  the   following 


PHILLIPS  ^r^j^QQ^ 

P     '        DIGESTIBLE      i^^f^^^^^**^ 


The  only  Cocoa 

wifh  a  Rich 
Chocolafe  Flavor 


THIS 


COCOA 


Digitized  by 


Google 


136 


THE     MACCABAEAN. 


Tecommendations  by  Dr.  Ehrenpreis,  as  the  re- 
sult of  his  address  on  the  above  subject: 

National  education  in  the  diaspora  forms  an 
integral  element  in  Zionist  work,  and  belongs 
to  the  standing  agenda  of  the  Zionist  Organi- 
.zation  and  the  Congress.  This  work  shall,  in- 
dependently of  the  possibility  of  exercising  an 
influence  on  existing  communal  and  educa- 
tional institutions,  be  taken  in  hand  immedi- 
ately and  be  carried  out  with  the  material  and 
moral  support  of  the  organization.  For  the  di- 
rection of  the  work  an  Education  Department 
shall  be  created  in  the  Smaller  Actions  Com- 
imittee,  and  shall  be  provided  with  a  substan- 
tial subvention  from  this  year's  budget 
Among  the  first  duties  of  the  Education  De- 
partment shall  be :  (a)  The  study  of  the  ques- 
tion of  the  creation  of  a  Central  Hebrew 
Teachers*  Seminary  in  Palestine,  if  possible  in 
^connection  with  the  existing  Teachers*  Semi- 
nary of  the  Hilfsverein  der  Deutschen  Juden; 
(6)  The  systematic  organization  of  holjday 
xourses  for  Hebrew  teachers  in  different  coun- 
tries; (e)  Appointment  of  a  School  Books* 
Committee,  composed  of  experts  who  shall  ap- 
prove of  t«xt-books  for  Jewish  national  edu- 
. cation;  (</)  Steps  to  be  taken,  in  agreement 
with  the  organizations  in  different  countries, 
for  the  establishment  of  free  courses  in  con- 
versational Hebrew  for  adults. 

In  his  own  behalf,  Herr  Sokolow  moved  the 
following  recommendation: 

The  Congress  resolves  in  principle  to  adopt 
the  Hebrew  language  as  the  official  language 
of  the  Zionist  movement  for  its  Congresses 
.and  Conferences,  and  to  introduce  it  in  Efac- 
tice  successfully.  Our  national  tongue  wTlL 
hereby  become  obligatory  for  Zionism.  But 
having  regard  to  the  necessity  of  popularizing 
this  idea,  the  organization  is  empowered  to 
make  use  of  other  languages  besides  Hebrew. 

Frau  Dr.  KritschevSky,  who  was  heartily 
greeted,  complained  that  at  all  the  Congresses 
no  sooner  did  the  "Cultur"  question  come  on 
the  tapis  than  immediately  a  large  number 
of  delegates  left  the  hall.  She  protested,  in 
the  name  of  Jewish  women  and  children, 
against  the  indifference  to  the  subject  of  Jew- 
ish national  education,  and  pleaded  for  the 
revival  of  the  old  Jewish  culture.  While  gen- 
*eral    national    education    was    making    rapid 


progress  in  all  civilized  coui^ries,  Jewish  edu- 
cation was  being  neglected. 

A  proposal  that  Dr.  Ehrenpreis's  recommen- 
dation should  be  referred  to  a  special  Com- 
mittee of  twenty-one  members,  was  adopted. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel  Daiches  protested 
against  Herr  Sokolow's  motion  as  being  im- 
possible of  execution.  When  Hebrew  was  the 
universal  language  of  their  people,  the  Jew- 
ish national  assembly  would  meet  on  Mount 
Moriah,  and  not  in  golus  countries;  but  while 
the  Congreses  were  held  in  golus  lands  they 
must  employ  golus  languages.  He  moved  the 
previous  question. 

The  motion  was  rejected,  as  was  another  re- 
ferring Herr  Sokolow's  proposal  to  the  Spe- 
cial Committee  already  agreed  to.  Herr  So- 
kolow's motion  was  carried  by  a  large  ma- 
jority. When  immediately  afterwards  the 
President  rose  to  announce  some  fixtures  dur- 
ing the  recess,  he  was  greeted  with  cries  of 
"Hebrew!"  and  accordingly  read  one  of  the 
announcements  in  that  language. 

AFTERNOON    SITTING. 

At  the  opening  of  the  afternoon  session 
(Herr  Wolff sqhn  being  in  the  Chair),  the 
Congress  elected  by  acclamation  the  Commit- 
tee of  twenty-one  members  to  whom  Dr.  Eh- 
renpreis's  recommendations  on  **Cultur**  were 
referred. 

An  appeal  was  made  for  pecuniary  help  for 
Mr.  Morris  Rosenfeld,  the  national  po^ 

With  reference  to  the  decision  of  the  Miz- 
rachi  party  to  establish  a  Hebrew  Secondary 
School  in  Palestine  (reported  at  the  miming 
sitting),  the  Congress  was  informed  that  since 
the  earlier  intimation  the  contributions  had 
risen  to  10,000  marks. 

The  President  announced  that  Alderman  J. 
Moser  had  contributed  10,000  francs  (2,000 
francs  a  year  for  five  years)  for  the  Bezalel 
School  in  Jerusalem,  and  further  had  volun- 
teered to  give  80,000  francs  for  the  Hebrew 
Gymnasium  in  Jaffa.  The  latter  giff  was  ac- 
companied with  a  condition  and  a  wish.  The 
condition  was  that  the  Gymnasium  should  be 
a  memorial  to  their  late  leader,  and  that  it 
should  bear  the  name  of  Herzl  Gymnasium. 
The  wish  was  that  his  action  would  find  many 
imitators.  In  their  name  he  (the  President) 
had  thanked  AldeVman  Moser,  who   did  not 
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and  Gabel  (who  are  niemhers  of  the  Austrian 
Reichsrat),  D.  Braude  and  Salz,  aivd  Herren 
Adolf  Boehm  and  J.  Krementzki. 

Russia:  Drs.  Tschlenow,  Saphir,  Nissen- 
sohn,  Rosenbaum.  S.  Levin.  Brutzkus,  Proi 
B^Ikovski,  M.  M.  I'sSischkin.  M.  Goldberg. 
Temkin.  Jaf^e  and  Sokolow. 

Poland:     M.   Podlischewsky. 

Hungary:     llerr  Beltelheim. 

Italy  :     Signor  Felice  Ravenna. 

Switzerland  :     Dr.  Camille  Levy. 

France:     Dr.  A.  Marniorek. 

Croatia- Slavonia  :     Dr.   Spiizer. 

Germany:  Drs.  Bodcnheimer,  Friedmann. 
Gronemann,  Hantke,  and  Nossig. 

South  Africa:  Messrs.  Morris  Alexander, 
S.  Goldreich,  and  S.  Pessler. 

Australia:  Mr.  A.  Vechi. 

Canada :     Mr.  Clarence  de  Sola. 

United  States:  Drs.  Harry  Fr.edenwald, 
Richard  Gottheil,  J.  Leon  ^L'lgnes.  Wolff. 
Lewin-Epstein,   Louis   Lipsky. 

The  three  jurists  elected  to  join  the   Small. 
Actions  Committee  in  dealing  with  ihe  ques- 


tion of  the  proposed  change  of  statutes-  of  the 
Jewish  Colonial  l>ust  are  Dr.  Bodenheimer, 
Dr.  I'Viedeman,  and  Prof.  Belkovski. 

llerr  Wolff  sohn,  who  at  seven  o'clock  deliv- 
ered the  concluding  .speech  of  the  Congre>s 
amidst  an  impressive  silence,  said  that  the 
previous  Congress  had  been  one  that  had  di- 
vided them,  but  that  the  present  Congres> 
had  brought  them  together.  The  Congress 
had  shown  clearly  that  they  all  felt  as  one, 
that  in  spite  of  all  differences  of  opinion,  ihey 
were  all  striving  for  the  same  object.  With 
"deep  earnestness  they  had  deliberated,  but  also 
with  a  burning  enthusiasm.  Herr  Wolffsohn 
set  out  the  various  achievements  of  this  Con- 
gress, and  concluded  with  the  hope  that  the 
time  might  come  when  Israel  would  again  live 
securely  in  its  own  land. 

The  conclusion  of  the  Congress  presented  a 
moving   scene,   all   the   delegates   and   visitors  * 
singing  the  Hatikvah,  the  Zionist  song  of  hope. 


Mr.  Salmon  I  Citrou,  of  Yarmouth,  Nova 
Scotia,  seuds  greetings  on  the  New  Year  to  all 
bis  friends. 


PURE     CONDENSED     MILK 

LION    BRAND 


Condensed  Milk 

and 

Evaporated    Cream 

BEST    FOR     FAMILY     USE 

Guaranteed  Absolutely  Pure 

NOT   A   CHEAP  milk  and  cream, 
but  always  safe  and  reliable  for  babies 

ALWAYS  THE  SAME 
Write  for  Booklet 

SAVE     THE     LABELS 

TRY  A  CAN.     DO  IT  NOW 

NEW  YORK 


91    Hudson   Street, 


U.  S.  Serial  No.  3169  guaranteed  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  June  30,  1906. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


140 


THE    ICACCABAEAN. 


Shekel  Receipts  of  Actions  Committee 


5666. 
Collected   Marks. 

Russian    20,194.03 

United  States   11,422.19 

England 8,307.35 

Austria    5,719.21 

Germany   5,308.20 

Roumania    4,266.10 

South  Africa   3,977.04 

Canada    2,104.80 

Argentine    983.65 

Switzerland    725.50 

Italy    632.55 

Holland   500.30 

Belgium    439.45 

Scandinavia    373.97 

France    359.35 

Bulgaria    325.20 

Hungary    255.00 

Palestine   

Cpoatia    '. 

Servia 

Diverse    1,401.51 


69,295.37 
FOR  5667. 
Collected. 

Russia    . . . : 28,275.30 

United  States   .-. 13,646.05 

England    7,097.75 

Austria    11,486.83 

Germany 5,959.50 

Roumania    4,908.70 

South  Africa  . . .'. 6,755.85 

Canada    ...: 2,095.85 

Argentine    365.90 

Switzerland    829.60 

Italy    67-2.00 

Holland    69i.20 

Belgium  676.20 

Scandinavia    178.52 

France 507.95 

Bulgaria    323.65 

Hungary    • 1,190.80 

Palestine    1,214.45 

Croatia    391.84 

Servia    204.33 

Diverse    604.40 

88,077.72 


.     Rebate. 

Paid. 

Owing. 

2,780.60 

2,780.60 

14,632.80 

6,067.85 

5,354.34 

4,067.50 

4,239.85 

3,106.56 

2,612.65 

666.60 

4,641.60 

1,320.80 

2,945.30 

1,988.52 

1,988.52 
2,104.80 

983.65 

725.50 

632.55 

50e.30 

^, 

439.45 

71.40 
* 

302.57 
359.35 
325.20 
255.00 

•'40.30 

1,361.21 

16,042.63 

32,380.09 

18,872.65 

Rebate. 

Paid. 

Due. 

13,390.15 

13,325.35 

1.55980 

1,481.15 

12,164.90 
7,097.75 

5,743.'44 

4,128.44 

16.15 

900.00 

5,059.50 

1,356.15 

2,400.00 

1.152.55 

1,494.10 

5,261.75 

2,095.85 

365.90 

829.60 

-     672.00 

692.20 

676.20 

178.52 

69.50 

438.45 

323.65 

1,190.80 

506.65 

707.80 

97.74 

294.10 
204.33 
604.40 

25,038.88 

58,711.49 

4.327.35           , 

Digitized  by  V^J 00 

^le         1 

THE     MACCABAEAN. 


137 


wish  that  the  announcement  should  be  made  in 
his  presence;  in  addition,  he  proposed  that  the 
cordial  thanks  of  the  Congress  be  recorded  on 
the  minutes. 

Reports  on  propaganda  and  organization 
were  read  by  Dr.  Alfred  Nossig  and  Dr. 
Gronemann,  respectively  (the  latter  in  the  ab- 
sence of  Herr  Arthur  Hantke,  who  was  en- 
gaged in  the. Permanensausschuss).  The  re- 
port on  Organization  embodied  proposals  for 
alterations  in  some  of  the  statutes.  By  a*  ma- 
jority the  Congress  resolved  not  lo  enter  on  a 
general  debate  on  the  subject,  but  to  take  para- 
graph by  paragraph,  and  unanimously  agreed 
to  limit  speakiers  to  five  miniues.  There  seem- 
ed, however,  little  disposition  to  enter  on  a  dis- 
cussion, and  it  was  evident  that  a  spirit  of 
listlessness  had  crept  in.  None  of  the  pro- 
posed alterations  were  vital  to  the  organization 
and  were,  therefore,  agreed  to  practically  with- 
out opposition.     One  alteration  which   found 


special  favor  was  that  the  agenda  of  the  Con- 
gress shall  be  communicated  to  the  delegates 
by  the  Smaller  Actions  Committee  at  latest 
three  weeks  before  the  meeting  of  the  Coi> 
gress.  Hitherto  the  statutes  stipulated  that 
the  agenda  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  Com- 
mittees in  every  country  at  least  three  weeeks 
before  the  Congress,  and  by  them  eommuBi- 
cated  to  the  delegates.  The  President  called 
attention  to  the  inconvenience  resulting  fwra. 
the  fact  that  Presidents  of  Federations  werfli 
not  included  in  the  Greater  Actions  Conm  t- 
tee,  and  on  his  suggestion  a  motion  was  adopt- 
ed to  repair  this  omission.  .  Another  altera- 
tion carried  was  to  reduce  from  5,000  to  3,000 
the  minimum  of  Shekel-payers  in  any  country 
who  were  entitled  to  form  themselves  int©  a 
Federation.  The  Poale  Zion,  however,  car- 
ried an  amendment  whereby  Shekel-payers  to 
the  number  of  3,000  in  different  countries 
would  be  permitted  to  constitute  a  Federation^ 
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tkus  giving  such  a  body  an  interna' i<tnal  cliar- 
acter.  As  soon  as  the  Organi/aiion  statute? 
had  beeji  disposed  of,  the  Congress  sepa-ated 
to  iM^et  for  the  final  sitting  on  Wechiesday  af 
ternoon,  as  the  President  expres-^ed  the  wish 
that  the  last  business  (elections,  ct:..)  should 
be  carried  o«t  in  a  dignified  manner  as  here 
tofore,  instead  of  being  rushed  through  at  the 
present  sitting. 

HEDXHSDAV,  August  21. 

The  interval  between  the  close  of  ihe  sitting 
yesterday  evening  and  the  opening  of  ihis  af- 
tcrnon's  meeting  was  a  busy  one  in  several  de- 
partments. The  Russian  delegates,  in  parlicn 
Wr,  hejd  meetings  to  deliberate  up m  a  pro 
posaJ  of  the  Pcrpnatiencausschuss,  that  the 
membership  of  the  Smaller  ActiDus  Committee 
should  be  reduced,  the  object  being  to  expedite 
the  work  of  that  body,  as  it  had  fre  juently 
been  found  extremely  incmvonient  to  gather 
together  seven  gentlemen  who  resided  in  d  f- 
ferent  countries.  The  Pcrmancnzausschuss 
had  also  huportant  work  to  transact,  namely, 
the  nomination  of  the  Standing  Committees 
Evert  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  sit 
tidig,  they  ha^  not  arrived  at  a  solution,  for 
at  3.45,  "there  being  no  other  busine-s,  the 
President  wascobliged  \o^  suspend  the  sitting 
until  the  Conimittee  were  ready  with  theii 
nominations.  The  Secretary  (Herr  Berger) 
reported  the  Belgian  Lamismannschaft  had  re- 
solved to  inscribe  Alderman  Moser's  name  in 
the  Golden  Book,  in  appreciation  c\f  his  gener- 
ous gifts  already  reported. 

The  President,  who  was  in  the  Chair,  made 
an  appeal  to  all  Zionists  to  put  the  movement 
•on  a  sound  financial  basis.  The  only  .source 
of  revenue  was  the  Shekel;  that  was  obliga- 
tory on  all,  but  all  Zionists  should,  in  addition 
deem  it  their  duty  to  give  next  year  five  francs 
at  least.  If  they  did  this,  the  funds  which  the 
Actions  Committee  required  would  be  forth- 
coming. He  had  placed  himself  in  communi- 
cation with  the  organizations  in  Europe,  Af- 
rica and  America,  and  had  received  satisfactory 
assurances  from  all,  with  the  exception  of 
Russia  and  Galicia,  where  the  poverty  was 
so  intense.  He  hoped,  however,  that  even  in 
these  countries  there  would  be  found  self- 
sacrificing  Zionists   who' woidd   be   wilfing  to 


contribute  the  amo«iU  he  had  suggested.  If 
would  be  wrong  to  assume  that  any  Zionists 
capable  of  doing  so  would  deny  to  make  foi 
once  that  sacrifice  which  he  solicited.  Wen 
Wolffaohn  accordingly  moved  a  resolution  to 
the  effect  that  every  Zionist  should  in  the  year 
5r)68 — 1908 — contribute  a  minimum  donation  of 
five  francs,  and  that  every  Society  and  Federa 
tion  should  pledge  itself  to  take  the  collection 
in  hand  immediately  and  as  .soon  as  po>sible 
transmit  the  contributions  to  the  Actions  Com 
mittee. 

Without  any  discussion,  the  motion  was  car 
ried  unanimously,  amid  cheeers. 

Dr.  Caster,  as  President  of  the  Permanent 
Committee,  said  that  they  had  intended  to  pr.) 
pose  five  members  to  form  the  Small  Actions 
Comminec.  but  since  M.  Ussischkin  and  Dr. 
Tschlenow  had  retired  from  candidature,  in 
the  interests  of  the  unity  and  progress  of  tht 
movemecnt,  the  Permanent  Commission  p'o 
posed  the  following  three  members  of  the 
Small  Actions  Committee — Herr  David  Wolflf 
sohn.  Prof.  Warburg  and  Herr  Jacobus  Kann 

Herr  WolfiFsohn  then  proposed  the  three 
names  en  bloc,  but  a  separate  vote  was  de- 
manded. 

The  President  then  proposed  the  election  of 
Herr  David  WolfiFsohn,  which  was  carried  by 
132  against  59  votes,  amidst  enthusiastic  ap 
plause.  Prof.  Warburg  was  elected  by  accla- 
mation. 

*    Htrr  Jacobus  Kann  was  elected  by  140  votes 
to  5. 

The  elections  of  the  members  of  the  Great 
Actions  Committee  was  now  proceeded  witfi 

The  members  for  England  are: 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Gaster.  Dr.  Ch.  Weizmann. 
Sir  Francis  Montefiore.  Bart.,  Mr.  L.  J.  Green- 
berg.  Mr.  J.  Moser.  and  Mr.  Herbert  Bent- 
wich. 

The  other  members  are  as  follows: 

Bulgaria :     M.    Caleb. 

Belgium :   M.  Jean  Fischer. 

Roumania:  Herren  S.  Pine'.es,  Scheier, 
Hcinrich  Rosenbaum.  Dr.  Moscovitz. 

Palestine:  Dr.  M.  Scheinkin,  Dr.  Leon 
Kohan,  Dr.  Cohan-Bernstein,  Herr  Davis 
Trietsch. 

Scandinavia:     Dr.  Frankel. 

Austria:     Herr   Adolf  Stand,   Drs.    Mahler 
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Manifesto  of  the  Actions  G>mmittee 


Th)5  Inner  Actions  Committee  of  our  or- 
•^anization  have  issued  the  following  mani- 
festo. 

The  Eighth  Congress  was  a  worthy  link 
in  the  chain  of  our  Congresses.  Pervaded 
by  noble  idealism,  all  our  Congresses  pos- 
sessed the  irresistibly  effective  force  of  truth 
and  reality  which  powerfully  influence  public 
,  opinion.  The  interest  of  the  outside  world 
has  grown  with  each  successive  Congress,  and 
the  last  Congress,  in  its  turn,  greatly  af- 
fected outside  opinion.  The  warm  sympathy 
of  the  great  public  proved  that  the  interest 
in  our  efforts  has,  through  the  last  Congress, 
X)cnetrated  new  circles,  a  fact  which  denotes 
a  new,  significant  step  along  our  onward 
march.  Internally,  too,  the  last  Congress 
achieved  not  insignificant  results.  It  has  left 
a  powerful  impression  behind  on  the  minds 
of  those  who  were  present,  and  deepened  and 
spread  an  appreciation  of  our  idea  in  various 
sections  of  the  Jewish  people.  It  exerted  an 
influence  upon  the  Jewish  mind  through  the 
force  of  hallowed  memories  and  through  the 
logic  and  necessity  of  its  endeavors.  These 
are  its  moral  successes.  But  the  Zionist  Con- 
gresses are  not  only  intended  for  propagahda 
purposes.  Their  chief  task'  consists  m  the 
strengthening  of  the  organization,  in  the  con- 
tinuation of  the  work,  and  in  the  formulation 
of  basic  resolutions. 

The  Eighth  Congress  devoted  itself  with 
earnestness  to  these  problems.  All  the  shades 
of  opinion  which  exist  in  the  Zionist  move- 
ment were  clearly  expressed,  and  Zionism 
emerged  in  all  its  strength  from  the  keen 
debates  which  ensued.  Ey  its  work  and  reso- 
lutions, the  Congress  affirmed  that  Zionism 
is  based  oii  three  principles:  on  politics,  prep- 


aration of  the  people,  and  preparation  of  the 
land.  The  principle  that  Zionism  must  pre- 
serve its  original  political  character  was  laid 
down  in  the  most  binding  and  explicit  man- 
ner. Equally  definite  is  the  fact  that  for  this 
purpose  the  people  must  be  prepared  by  the 
awakening,  the  furtherance  and  the  strength- 
ening of  the  Zionist  spirit,  and  that  the  land 
must  be  prepared,  and  that  this  preparation 
must  take  place  from  a  political  standpoint, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Turkish  Government, 
in  loyal  recognition  of  the  chief  issues  in- 
volved, and  in  practical  subordination  to  econ- 
omic conditions.  The  last  resolutions  coin- 
cide with  this  conception.  This  becomes  abun- 
dantly clear  if  one  takes  a  survey  of  the 
last  Congress. 

Before  all,  the  Congress  introduced  changes 
into  the  conduct  of  the  movement  by  appoint- 
ing a  smaller  Executive  and  one  more  con- 
centrated locally.  In  ourselves  supporting  this 
reform  we  were  influenced  by  no  love  of 
power.  Practical  considerations  and  experi- 
ence have  made  us  conscious  of  the  necessity 
of  this  reconstitution,  and  we  hope  thereby 
to  advancer-our  work  by  more  positive  devel- 
opment add  progressive  evolution.  In  a  reso- 
lution embodying  this  view  in  a  concrete  form, 
the  desire  made  itself  apparent  with  gratify- 
ing distinctness  to  bring  about  harmonious 
co-operation  of  all  Zionist  elements,  while  af- 
firming the  political  standpoint  by  an  internal 
covenant. 

In  view  of  the  necessity  of  preparing  the 
people,  the  Congress  took  account  of  the  gen- 
erally felt  need  of  gres^ter  intensity.  Besides 
education  in  Palestine,  the  furtherance  of 
which  is  one  of  the  most  gratifying  results 
of    the    English    Congress,    earnest    attention 
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was  bestowed  upon  intellectual  efforts  in  the 
Diaspora.  A  committee  was  elected  to  per- 
form the  preliminary  work  for  Jewish  educa- 
tional activity.  The  Congress  concentrated 
its  greatest  attention  on  the  tasks  which  we 
have  denoted  by  the  phrase  "preparation  of  the 
land,"  and  passed  resolutions  which  render 
possible  healthy  progress  and  successful  ac- 
tivity. 

The  will  of  the  Congres  was  expressed  in  a 
straightforward  and  explicit  manner.  The 
Executive,  simplified  and  brought  nearer  to- 
gether, is  to  render  it  possible  harmoniously  to 
further  the  interdependent  activities  in  all 
spheres,  to  improve  the  existing  institutions, 
and  to  develop  the  organization  with  ^jvery 
available  resource.  In  order  to  facilitate  the 
practical  carrying  out  of  the  resolutions,  the 
creation  of  a  party  fund  was  decided  upon. 
This  will  render  possible  work  on  a  secure 
basis  with  a  definite  budget.  The  Congress 
thereby  signified  its  intentioti  not  to  allow 
the  resolutions  to  remain  on  paper,  but  that 
as  becomes  a  serious  and  strong  organization, 
we  should  carry  them  out. 

The  Congress  is  over  and  we  proceed  to  the 
work.  The  resolutions  which  were  passed  de- 
fine the  guiding  lines  of  the  program.  We 
shall  endeavor  so  to  develop  and  improve  our 
institutions  that  they  may  be  in  a  position 
to  work  independently  and  as  members  of  the 
whole.  We  shall  take  care  to  strengthen  the 
Zionist  spirit,  to  spread  the  movement,  and 
to  maintain  order  in  that  which  we  have 
created.  We  are  consciouj  of  the  difficulties 
of  our  task.  In  order  to  be  able  to  fulfil 
our  task,  the  co-operation  of  every  Zionist 
is  necessary.  If  the  Congress  has  created 
a  more  narrowly  confined  and  intense  central 
Executive  body,  this  does  not  signify  a  diminu- 
tion of  working'resources  and  limitation  of  the 
area  of  activity,  but,  on  the  contrary,  a  more 
easily  available,  real  working  centre  for  the 
purpose  of  animating  and  fructifying  every 
sphere  of  Zionist  activity. 

The  Congress  increased  the  membership  of 
the  Greater  Actions  Committee,  co-opted  into 
that  body  the  Presidents  of  the  local  federa- 
tions, and,  in  order  to  give  freer  scope  for 


differences  of  opinion,  rendered  possible  the 
formation  of  new  Federations.  These  arrange- 
ments have  extended  the  framework  of  oar 
organization  in  a  democratic  manner^  The 
question  now  is  to  fill  out  this  framework 
with  formative  and  creative  Zionist  work.  Wc, 
for  our  part,  will  endeavor  to  maintain  bet- 
ter commtmications  with  the  members  of  the 
Greater  Actions  Committee,  with .  the  Lands- 
mannschaften  and  Federations.  We  shall 
strive  to  come  into  closer  contact  with  the 
Jewish  masses,  and  to  be  in  touch  with  the 
most  distant  portions  of  our  organization. 

But  in  order  that  the  resolutions  of  Con- 
gress may  not  remain  empty  theories,  in  order 
that  we  may  be  placed  in  a  position  to  solve 
the  difficult  problems  with  which  we  are  con- 
fronted, to  surmount  with  consciousness  of 
aim  and  abtmdance  of  strength  the  obstacles 
that  lie  in  our  path,  and  to  approach  our  goal 
step  by  step,  slowly  but  surely,  the  work  along 
the  whole  Zionist  line  must  be  energetically 
contiiraed.  Everything  depends  on  this  work. 
The  bounds  of  possibility  of  political  .work, 
the  prospects  of  practical  undertakings,  the 
development  of  our  institutions  and  bureaus, 
the  activity  of  the  Executive,  are  conditioned 
by  the  nobility,  the  ability,  the  enthusiasm,  and 
— last,  but  not  least — the  spending  power  of 
our  adherents.  No  one  may  sit  down  comfort- 
ably and  expect  miracles  from  the  rest,  no 
one  may  detach  himself  apathetically  and 
sulkily  only  to  ask,  when  the  day  of  reckon- 
ing comes,  why  this  or  that  has  not  been 
done. 

All  must  zealously  work  together.  The 
time  of  discussion  is  over.  We  are  all  unani- 
mous on  what  we  have  to  do.  United  in  our 
aspirations,  with  enthusiasm  and  strict  dis- 
cipline, with  proper  division  of  labor,  and  the 
powerful  maintenance  of  the  organization  cre- 
ated by  all  for  all,  we  shall  advance  tirelessly 
along  the  road  leading  to  our  goal.  And  wc 
confidently  believe  that  all  who  honestly  and 
sincyerely  desire  to  attain  our  common  end 
will  co-operate  in  our  work. 

DAvm  WoLFFSOHN,  President. 

Professor  O.  Warburg.  * 

Jakobus  Kann. 
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Dr.  Silverman's  Malicious  Libel 


Dr.  Joseph  Silverman,  of  Temple  Emanu- 
El,  has  hitherto  been  an  opponent  of  Zionigm, 
but,  when  in  New  York,  has  wisely  refrained 
from  personal  abuse,  limiting  himself  to  the 
repudiation  of  Zionist  principles.  We  are  sur- 
prised to  read,  however,  that  he  speaks  alto- 
gether in  a  different  vein  when  he  leaves  his 
home  city.  In  the  Savannah  Morning  News 
of  September  4,  he  attacks  the  motives  of 
Zionist  leaders,  and  launches  into  personal 
abuse.    This  is  what  he  said: 

"We  reject  emphatically  any  idea  of  desir- 
ing a  country  or  nation  for  the  Hebrews,  and 
we  know  that  any  attempt  to  create  a  senti- 
ment favoring  the  establishment  of  a  Hebrew 
nation  is  built  on  a  foundation  of  sand.  But, 
without  reflecting  on  the  local  citizens,  whether 
they  be  Hebrews  or  Gentiles,  that  there  are 
a  few  individuals  who  profit  and  hope  to  con- 
tinue profiting  by  appealing  to  this  false,  chi- 
merical and  destructive  sentiment  we  have 
unquestioned  proof. 

"This  element  of  Hebrews  and  others  who 
seek  to  gain  their  own  ends,  which  are  political 
and  financial,  are  for  the  most  part  publishers, 
agitators  of  this  pernicious  doctrine,  and  land- 
speculators  in  Palestine.  This  may  sound 
far-fetched,  but  the  proof  is  there  for  him  who 
wants  it.  A  certain  line  of  Hebrew  periodicals 
are  constantly  reverting  to  the  old  and  aban- 
doned idea  of  a  Hebrew  nation,  the  agitators 
assist  them  and  the  land  owners  in  Palestine 
also  join  hands." 

Dr.  Silverman's  arguments  against  Zionism 
were  disposed  of  a  few  years  ago  by  Jacob 
de  Haas,  and  ever  since  then  he  has  been 
extremely  cautious  as  to  what  he  was  about 
to  say  on  Zionism.  "The  burnt  child  dreads 
the  fire."  Probably  he  thought  that  a  voice 
shouting  in  Savannah  is  indeed  a  voice  in  the 


wilderness,  afltf  beyond  the  pale  of  civilized 
interest,  bcrt  the  power  of  the  press  is  enor- 
mous, and  Dr.  Silverman's  words  have  been 
read  by  a  large  number  of  interested  readers, 
Jews  and  Gentiles.  We  have  no  concern  with 
the  impression  made  upon  the  Jewish  people 
by  this  utterance  of  the  senior  rabbi  of  Temple 
Emanu-El,  for  Jews  know  too  well  that  Zion- 
ist leaders  have  not  been  self-seekers,  that 
they  have  not  stirred  up  agitation  to  serve  their 
own  ends,  that  they  have  not  been  actuated 
by  the  selfishness  of  land-speculation.  Theiy 
know  of  the  self-sacrifice  of  a  Theodor  Herzl, 
of  a  David  Wolffsohn,  of  a  Max  Nordau,  and 
of  that  large  army  of  unnamed  heroes  whose 
bones  fertilize >  the  soil  of  Palestine.  The^ 
will  not  be  influenced  by  such  libelous  state- 
ments. But,  like  everything  else  Dr.  Silver- 
man says,  his  remarks  are  intended  to  influence 
Gentiles.  Because  they  do  not  know  him,  that 
influence  may  be  great,  and  it  is  because  of 
this  fact  that  we  call  upon  Dr.  Silverman 
to  justify  his  statement,  to  prove,  if  he  can, 
that  Zionism  is  a  movement  composed  of  "pub- 
lishers, agitators,  land-speculators,  who  seek 
their  own  ends." 

We  know  that  Dr.  Silverman  would  not 
dare  to  repeat  these  observations  in  New 
York  City.  We  know  that  Dr.  Silverman  has 
never  dared  to  go  so  far  m  his  scandalous 
opposition  to  the  Zionist  movement.  It  is 
impossible  to  understand  the  motives  that 
have  prompted  him  to  this  outburst  of  ig- 
norant fanaticism,  but  we  are  of  the  opinion 
that  he  owes  it  to  his  own  reputation  in  New 
York  City,  where  the  leaders  of  the  Zionist 
movement  are  as  well-known  as  he,  to  modify 
or  withdraw  a  statement  based  upon  malicious 
untruth. 

Dr.  Silverman  owes  Zionism  a  retraction 
and  an  apology. 
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Jacob  H.  SchifPs  Views  Denounced  at 
Zionist  Meeting 


A  meeting  which  accomplished  the  double 
purpose  of  welcoming  the  American  delegates 
to  the  Congress  and  denouncing  Mr.  Jacob 
H.  Schiff  for  his  ill-advised  attack  on  the 
patriotism  of  American  Zionists,  was  held  on 
Saturday  evening,  Sept.  14,  at  Cooper  Union, 
New  York.  Dr.  Harry  Friedenwald,  president 
of  the  Federation,  delivered  the  address  of  the 
evening  in  reply  to  Mr.  Schiff,  which  was 
also  an  exposition  of  Zionist  principles.  Dr. 
Friedenwald   said: 

"Could  we  but  send  our  friends  who  are  not 
Zionists  to  our  congresses  and  give  them  an 
object  lesson  in  Jewish  ardor,  in  Jewish  self- 
sacrifice,  in  Jewish  hopefulness,  in  Jewish 
idealism,  in  Jewish  self-confidence  and  in  Jew- 
ish self-respect,  we  would  have  many  of  them 
with  us — for  these  things  are  contagious,  and 
he  who  has  a  Jewish  heart  which  beats  in 
unison  with  Jewish  emotions  feels  sensations 
that  are  new  to  him.  Let  not  those  go  to  our 
congress  whose  hearts  are  cold  and  frozen; 
they  will  tell  you  only  of  excitement  and  tu- 
mult, of  visionary  dreamers  and  enthusiasts. 
For  it  requires  sympathy  as  well  as  ears  to 
catch  the  true  note  of  this  great  gathering 
and  the  eye  need§  the  aid  of  the  surging 
blood  to  see  into  the  real  inwardness  of  its 
actions  and  its  impulses. 

And  without  these  the  whole  Zionist  move- 
ment cannot  be  understood — and  because  of 
their  lack,  it  is  so  widely  misunderstood.  The 
objects  which  we  have  before  us  may  be 
tersely  expressed  in  a  few  words  and  these 
are  easily  comprehended.  Any  one  can  under- 
stand the  plain  words  of  the  Basle  platform: 
"Zionism  strives  toward  a  legally  assured  home 
for  the  Jewish  people  in  Palestine."  But  it 
takes  imagination  to  understand  its  ultimate 
significance.  It  needs  a  heart  to  feel  the 
change  it  will  produce  in  Jewish  conditions. 

The  Jew  who  knows  not  what  role  his 
ancestors  played  in  the  world's  development, 
who  feels  no  pride  in  his  people's  past;  why 
should    he    sympathize     with     our     ambitious 


plans  for  Israel's  regeneration?  For  him 
whose  heart  is  bound  by  no  ties  to  the  land 
of  his  fathers,  what  interest  is  there  in  its 
development?  The  Jew  who  has  no  confidence 
in  his  people,  who  sees  only  the  stigma  of  suf- 
fering and  oppression,  the  scars  of  the  rack 
and  the  pogrom,  why  shall  he  listen  to  us 
when  we  build  hopes  on  this  people's  future? 
He  who  does  not  feel  and  smart  under  the 
contumely,  disgrace  and  dishonor  our  people 
suffer  in  almost  every  portion  of  the  globe — 
he  who  never  thinks  of  the  abject  bottomless 
misery,  of  the  unspeakable  agony  which  the 
greater  part  of  our  people  are  constantly  suf- 
fering year  in  and  year  out — every  day,  every 
moment  (unless  the  daily  papers  haj^en  to 
print  in  glaring  lines  the  sickening,  horrible 
details  of  another  massacre — why  should  he 
concern  himself  about  the  future  of  his  people) 
— when  their  present  does  not  concern 
him? 

And  that  is  the  reason  why  we  Zionists  lay 
so  much  weight  upon  what  some  call  senti- 
ment ;  that  is  why  we  value  those  forces  which 
you  will  find  in  our  ranks,  the  intense  love 
of  our  people,  the  solidarity  and  sense  of  one- 
ness with  our  brethren,  wherever  they  may 
have  been  scattered,  whatever  the  language 
they  speak  or  the  garments  they  wear.  The 
readiness,  nay,  the  eagerness  to  serve  our  peo- 
ple, the  awkward  national  self-consciousness, 
the  sense  of  Jewish  dignity  and  Jewish  man- 
hood and  Jewislv  honor,  these  cannot  be  count- 
ed or  measured  or  weighed,  they  cannot  be 
used  for  statistics,  but  they  are  the  only  means 
by  which  we  can  carve  out  our  destinies. 
Without  them  all  other  means  would  be 
naught.  With  them  all,  other  means  must 
and  shall  be  obtained! 

We  have  seen  how  this  country  responded 
with  sympathy  after  the  horrors  of  the  first 
Kischineff  massacre — ^because  we  brought  the 
facts  before  them;  what  has  become  of  this 
sympathy  now?  Jews  and  Gentiles  have  for- 
gotten and  the  public  is  indifferent.     Another 
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pogrom  is  announced.  "How  sad."  is  the  only 
exclamation.  And  no  one  thinks  of  it  until 
still  another  pogrom  reminds  him  that  affairs 
in  Russia  are  still  disturbed!  If  the  world  is 
indifferent,  the  blame  is  ours !  The  world  has 
its  own  concerns — ^it  is  our  duty  to  call  it 
to  our  help,  for  we  are  our  brother's  keeper! 

Two  years  ago,  the  Zionist  Action  Commit- 
tee invited  a  conference  of  the  representative 
Jewish  bodi«9  in  the  various  countries  to  meet 
in  BrtrSsels.  Do  you  know  how  the  Jews  in 
this  country  responded?  Those  in  power  re- 
fused to  participate!  And  there  was  no  one 
present  from  this  country!  And  the  Jewish 
leaders  of  several  other  representative  coun- 
tries took  the  same  course,  and  the  conference 
came  to  naught 

We  welcome  all  our  delegates  and  we  express 
our  appreciation  that  they  have  acted  as  our 
representatives,  ably  and  truly.  In  welcom- 
ing them,  I  am  reluctantly  compelled  to  ex- 
press my  regret  at  some  of  the  occurrences 
which  have  happened  here  since  they  left.  I 
shall  not  refer  to  the  bad  report  which  has 
been  brought  to  this  country  by  one  gentleman 
who  went  to  Palestine  as  an  anti-Zionist  and 
who  returned  as  an  anti-Zionist  It  has  not 
discouraged  us  for  we  have  grown  accustomed 
from  the  days  of  old  to  Meraglim  bringing 
back  evil  reports  from  this  land.  A  matter  of 
much  greater  seriousness  has  been  the  publi- 
cation by  the  press  throughout  the  country  of 
a  statement  that  Zionism  and  American  pa- 
triotism are  incompatible. 

It  is  curious  how  the  arguments  against  us 
have  changed — how  our  opponents  have  con- 
stantly shifted  their  ground.  At  first  we  were 
held  up  to  scorn  and  ridicule.  This  did  not 
affect  us — and  then  our  opponents  tried  to 
prove  that  Jews  would  not  go  to  Palestine. 
Facts  disproved  this  statement-^so  it  was  pro- 
claimed aloud  that  Palestine  is  an  arid  waste 
which  cannot  support  a  population.  But  Con- 
der  and  Warburg  and  many  other  authorities 
who  had  studied  the  land  showed  that  it  ad- 
mits of  the  greatest  development,  that  it  vies 
with  Italy  and  southern  California  in  potential 
fertility  and  in  climate,  and  that  Palestine 
and  the  neighboring  country  can  support  a 
population  many  times  larger  than  the  whole 
number  of  Jews  throughout  the  world.    Thus 


argument  followed  argument  but  they  could 
not  bring  us  to  their  views.  All  these  weapons 
had  been  used-^so  they  found  an  old  one — 
one  that  was  not  rusty,  because  it  had  been 
used  constantly  by  the  anti-Semites  against  all 
Jews— they  cast  doubt  upon  our  loyalty  to 
our  country.  "Come,  let  us  deal  wisely  with 
them,"  said  Pharoah  to  hig  people,  "lest  they 
multiply  and  it  comes  to  pass  that  when  there 
falleth  out  any  war  they  also  join  themselves 
unto  our  enemies  and  fight  against  us" — "for 
theyiire  unpatriotic,  they  are  not  true  Egyptian 
citizens." 

Through  the  dark  ages  this  cry  had  been 
heard — but  it  has  remained  for  recent  days  to 
find  the  charge  on  Jewish  lips — ^to  see  a  Jew 
point  his  finger  at  his  brother  and  call  him 
traitor.  There  is  one  precedent  Two  years 
ago,  a  German  assimilator  sullied  his  father's 
name  by  making  this  charge — and  the  Jewish 
world  was  shocked.  And  now  the  idea  is  im- 
ported into  America,  and  repeated  and  flashed 
to  every  town  throughout  the  land  that  the 
Zionists,  because  they  strive  to  build  up  a 
Jewish  home  for  the  Jewish  people  on  Jewish 
soil— because  they  are  dissatisfied  with  the 
position  of  Israel  among  the  peoples  of  the 
world  and  are  applying  their  brains  and  their 
hearts,  their  means  and  their  strength  in  the 
endeavor  to  change  it  from  one  of  ignominy 
to  one  of  respect,  from  inferiority  to  a  position 
of  honor  and  dignity,  usefulness  and  benefi- 
cence, to  put  an  end  to  the  suffering  which 
two  thousand  years  have  made  them  impatient 
to  shake  off — for  all  this,  they  are  charged  with 
not  being  true  Americans,  having  their  Amer- 
ican allegiance  called  into  question,  their  pa- 
triotism doubted,  their  loyalty  impugned.  It 
pains  us  that  these  charges  have  been  made; 
but  the  pain  is  doubled  because  they  have 
been  made  by  those  whose  position  and  power 
should  have  made  them  consider  the  signifi- 
cance of  the  charges  they  were  making,  be- 
fore they  heaped  ignominy  upon  their  breth- 
ren, even  though  they  had  different  views, 
should  have  made  them  hesitate  until  they 
had  determined  their  truth  or  falsity.  Men 
of  less  knowledge,  less  sagacity  and  less  wis- 
.dom  could  have  shown  them  how  groundless 
the  charge,  how  false  in  every  way,  how  ruin- 
ous to  all,  how  it  would  become  a  boomerang 
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injuring  all.  Wc  cannot  call  back  their 
words,  we  cannot  blot  out  the  evil  they  have 
done.  Let  them  and  others  beware  of  re- 
peating them.  Upon  their  shoulders  will  lie 
the  guilt  of  creating  an  anti-Semitism  which 
has  embittered  the  lives  of  our  German  and 
French  brethren,  but  which  has  not  darkened 
our  country. 

Let  them  learn  that  true  Americanism  is  in 
conflict  with  no  activity  which  is  honest,  hon- 
orable and  unselfish  nor  with  any  sentiment 
that  is  moral,  righteous  and  noble ! 

And  let  us  Jews  thank  God  that  this  is  true 
Americanism." 

When  he  had  concluded,  Dr.  Friedenwald 
said  he  wished  to  present  this  resolution  on 
the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  Federation : 

"We,  Zionists  of  America,  feel  compelled  to 
give  public  expression  to  our  deep  sorrow  at 
groundless  accusations  hurled  against  us  by 
men  of  our  own  faith  whose  qualification  and 
whose  authority  to  pass  judgment  upon  us  we 
utterly  deny.  These  charges  have  no  basis 
whatsoever  either  in  theory  or  in  fact.  We 
Jews,  native  l)orn  and  naturalized  citizens  of 
this  country,  are  charged  by  other  Jews  with 
disloyalty  to  our  country  by  reason  of  our 
efforts  to  create  a  legally  assured  home  for 
the  Jewish  people  in  Palestine.  We  pronounce 
rfiese  charges  as  fundamentally  un-American  in  • 
theory,  and  false  in  fact. 

"We  have  shown  by  our  actions  in  the  past 
how  sacredly  we  regard  the  rights  and  duties 
of  American  citizenship.  We  are,  therefore, 
the  more  outraged  to  hear  Jew  repeat  against  • 
Jew  the  pernicious  calumnies  resorted  to  by 
all  Jew-baiters  for  almost  two  thousand  years. 

"We  feel  that  our  brethren  who  have  made 
these  charges  against  us  have  not  carefully 
considered  their  words. 

"Be  it  therefore  resolved,  at  this  meeting 
of  Zionists,  held  at  Cooper  Union,  New  York, 
September  14,  1907,  to  admonish  our  brethren 
to  desist  from  a  course  which  can  but  increase 
the  heavy  burden  now  borne  by  the  Jews  of 
the  world,  and  which  if  persisted  in  will  lead 
to  the  introduction  of  anti-Semitism  into  this 
free  country." 

The  reports  and  impressions  given  by  sev- 
eral delegates  of  the  work  done  at  the  Hague 
Conference  were  listened  to  attentively  by  the 


large  audience. 

Dr.  A.  M.  Radin  referred  to  his  observa- 
tion of  the  increasing  solidarity  of  the  Jewish 
people  as  seen  in  the  deliberations  of  the 
Congress.  At  the  former  Congresses,  there  had 
been  strife,  discord  and  distrust  between  the 
delegates  of  different  nations;  it  was  hard  for 
them  to  understand  one  another,  and  still  more 
difficult  for  them  to  agree.  An  entirely  dif- 
ferent spirit  pervaded  this  Congress,  said  Dr. 
Radin. 

Mr.  E.  W.  Lewin-Epstein  told  of  the  actual 
work  which  had  been  accomplished  by  the 
Congress,  reviewing  and  explaining  in  detail 
and  order  each  of  the  resolutions  in  regard  to 
Palestine  which  had  been  adopted,  setting 
forth  their  significance  and  their  purpose.  He 
prefaced  his  remarks  by  stating  that  it  was 
understood  that  the  Congress  could  actually 
do  nothing,  but  was  more  an  expression  of  cur- 
rent Zionist  opinon,  and  he  also  said  that  Dr. 
Nordeau's  speech  at  the  Congress  had  been 
taken  note  of  at  the  Peace  Conference,  and 
that  Dr.  Nordau  would  make  an  early  reply 
to  what  had  been  said  in  regard  thereto. 

Dr.  Magnes,  who  spoke  last,  and  for  whom 
the  large  crowd  waited  patiently,  in  spite  of 
the  lateness  of  the  hour,  received  a  tremendous 
ovation.  He  had  returned  but  recently  from 
Palestine,  and  in  a  voice  vibrant  with  sin- 
cerity and  emotion,  he  told  not  so  much  of 
what  he  had  seen  in  the  Holy  Land  as  how 
his  heart  had  colored  what  he  had  seen. 
Browned  and  healthy  from  his  long  journey, 
the  young  rabbi  was  even  more  popular  than 
ever  with  the  Zionists,  every  one  of  whom 
was  imfeignedly  glad  to  see  him,  and  an  ab- 
solute quiet,  unbroken  by  the  usual  interrup- 
tion of  applause  lay  over  the  hall  until  the 
finish  of  his  speech. 

He  spoke  of  how  he  had  gone  to  Palestine 
as  to  a  mother, -prepared  in  her  countenance 
to  see  everything  of  beauty,  where  others 
would  look  upon  the  land  as  dry  and  sere. 
But  instead  he  had  found  it  really  a  land  of 
transcending  beauty.  He  spoke  of  the  rich- 
ness of  the  soil,  of  the  sight  of  the  golden 
wheat,  the  pomegranates,  the  olives,  the  euca- 
lyptus forests— everything  disproving  the  tales 
of  the  barrenness  of  the  land.  His  hearers 
were  more  silent  than  ever  when  he  told  of  the 
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children  running  about  with  bare,  brown  legs, 
talking  Hebrew,  playing  in  Hebrew,  "the  hope 
of  the  Jewish  future,"  and  when  he  told  a  sim- 
ple incident  of  being  unable  to  find  children  in 
a  school  because  they  were  out  tending  to  the 
cows  and  the  goats,  with  that  sing^ar  re- 
sponsiveness to  quiet  effects  which  is  seen  in 
audiences  at  times,  for  the  first  time  the  silence 
was  broken  by  an  outbreak  of  spontaneous  and 
delighted  applause. 

The  evening  was  closed  with  an  address 
by  the  Rev.  H.  Masliansky,  after  which  the 
large  audience  arose  and  sang  the  "Hatikvoh." 


When  asked  by  a  Baltimore  journal  what 


he  thought  would  be  the  outcome  of  the  con- 
troversy. Dr.  Friedenwald  later  said  he  hopqd 
that  the  men  who  had  made  the  charges  would 
recognize  the  error  of  their  views  and  in  fair- 
ness and  justice  make  public  correction  of 
their  statements.*' 

"The  reply  was  made  because  the  entire 
Zionist  body  and  many  non-Zionists  felt  out- 
raged," said  Dr.  Friedenwald.  'The  charge  is 
admittedly  without  any  foundation,  in  fact, 
and  in  theory  it  is  false  and  un-American.  It 
bears  the  stamp  of  *Made  in  Germany.'  In 
Russia  it  is  now  the  weapon  of  the  reaction- 
aries, who  on  this  pretext  are  trying  to  keep 
Jews  out  of  the  Duma." 


Mr.  Schiff  on  Zionism 


By  Harold  Berman 


Critics  who  misrepresent  us  deliberately  de- 
serve no  reply;  but  the  critics  who  err  through 
ignorance  of  the  aims  of  our  movement,  de- 
serve to  be  enlightened.  To  this  latter  class 
one  of  the  most  eminent  of  our  recent  critics, 
Mr.  Jacob  H.  Schiff,  no  doubt  belongs,  and  his 
strictures,  recently  delivered  before  the  Jew- 
ish Chautauqua  Society,  therefore,  ought  to  be 
refuted. 

Briefly  stated,  Mr.  SchifPs  encyclical  against 
the  Zionist  "heresy"  consists  chiefly  of  three 
distinct  points,  or  parts  of  the  same  argu- 
ment subdivided  into  different  classes. 

The  first  is,  "That  it  (Zionism)  is  but  an 
empty,  foolish  dream,  never  to  be  realized  at 
all,  or  if  perchance  it  will  ever  become  a  re- 
ality it  is,  at  the  very  best,  a  matter  of  the 
distant,  dim  future." 

Second,  that  we  are  not  a  nation  but  merely 
a  religious  community,  a  cult,  an  aggregation 
of  worshippers  of  the  same  God  and  ritual. 

And,  thirdly,  that  "America  and  America 
only,  is  the  future  home  and  destiny  of  our 
race." 

A  closer  application  to  the  study  of  all  great 
human  movements  will  refute  his  first  and 
basic  assertion,  that  Zionism  is  a  "foolish  and 
empty  dream"  impossible  of  realization  at  the 


present  or  at  some  distant  date.  No  move- 
ment when  first  initiated  ever  held  out  the 
prospect  of  immediate  or  speedy  realization. 
Its  devotees  have  always  recognized  that  it 
may  require  decades  for  their  cherished  ideal 
to  become  deeply  enough  ingrained  in  the 
people's  minds  and  to  be  converted  into  a 
living  reality.  Yet  they  were  not  deterred 
from  plunging  into  the  depths  of  an  uncertain 
combat,  realizing  that  justice  and  humanity 
were  on  their  side  and  being,  perhaps,  in 
spite  of  their  reasoning  selves,  impelled  to. en- 
ter the  lists  regardless  of  consequence  to  them- 
selves. The  representatives  of  the  powers  are 
now  assembled  at  the  capital  of  the  Dutch 
gravely  discussing  propositions  relating  to  thjs 
long-preached  universal  peace,  which,  as  they 
all  know,  and  quite  frankly  admit,  has  not  the 
prospect  of  immediate  or  even  speedy  realiza- 
tion. Nevertheless,  they  are  there,  deliberat- 
ing upon  and  discussing  most  gravely  these 
"chimeras  of  a  distant  future,"  realizing  that 
no  movement  would  ever  have  the  slimmest 
chance  if  some  venturesome  dreamer  would 
not  start  an  agitation  in  his  own  day,  and  oh- 
livious  to  the  gibe  of  the  scoffer  and  the  con- 
temptuous pity  of  the  "practical"  man,  set  to 
work  perseveringly  for  his  ideal. 
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The  modern  Jew*  whose  development  has 
kept  pace  with  the  development  of  the  modern 
theories  of  nationalism,  is  no  longer  like  his 
predecessor  of  the  "Haskoloh"  periods,  anx- 
ious to  rid  himself  of  his  racial  habits  and 
peculiarities.  He  believes  that  these  very  pe- 
culiarities are  a  national  asset,  the  creation 
and  the  assertion  of  his  peculiar  genius, 
which  he  would  fain  strengthen,  but  never, 
never  abandon.  This  distinctive  racial  genius 
can  only  be  fostered  in  a  territory  which,  aside 
from  its  historical  importance  and  inspiring 
remembrances,  shall  be  exclusively  settled  by 
the  people  who  possess  that  brand  of  culture 
in  order  that  the  constantly  ensuing  clash  with 
the  dominant  all-devouring  culture  shall  be 
eliminated. 

As  to  the  second  assertion,  that  the  Jews  are 
merely  a  religious  community,  though  it  be 
but  a  rehash  of  an  ancient  nostrum,  repeatedly 
enunciated  since  the  very  beginning  of  the 
reform  movement  in  Germany,  and  equally  as 
often  refuted  and  driven  from  the  field,  still 
I  would  like  to  ask  the  distinguished  lecturer 
a  few  questions,  believing  as  I  do  that  he  is 
no  mere  monger  of  phrases,  like  some  of  our 
hypocritical  rabbis  who  have  originated  and 
still  repeat  this  hollow  formula,  with  the 
nonchalance  of  the  pious  Buddhist  as  he  makes 
the  numberless  revolution  on  his  prayer-wheel, 
•but  is  a  sincere  believer  in  the  utterances  of  his 
lips  and  a  real  well-wisher  of  his  "co-relig- 
ionists." 

Since  you  are  quite  ready  to  admit  that  there 
18  the  "origin  of  common  ancestry/'  what,  pray, 
has  caused  it  to  dissolve  and  us  to  be  con- 
verted into  a  "religious  community?"  Is  it 
due  to  our  dispersion  and  lengthy  settlement 
amongst  the  nations  and  the  consequent  adop- 
tion of  their  numerous  and  various  customs? 
But  these  are  only  superficial  and  skin-deep, 
and  if  you  probe  deeper  you  discover  the  un- 
mistakable Jewish  traits  the  same  the  world 
over.  Then,  again,  if  our  only  affinity  is  based 
on  the  kinship  of  common  belief,  what  would 
become  of  all  the  freethinkers,  as  Max  Nordau 
so  pertinently  asked  recently?  Does  he  cease, 
and  must  he  cease,  on  that  score  to  be  a  Jew? 
And  should  he,  and  need  he,  therefore,  be  in- 
diflFerent  to  the  cries  of  distress  from  distant 
Russia,  Roumania  or   Morocco;  or  must  he, 


on  that  score  only,  become  indifferent  to  his 
nation's  history,  the  creations  of  his  great 
men? 

You  have  decreed  that  the  future  of  )rour 
race  is  indissolubly  connected  with  this  land 
and  that  it  depends  upon  the  faithful  obser- 
vance of  his  religion,  and  your  vision  shows 
you  "a  people  of  your  faith,  a  great  host  of 
Jews  in  faith,"  etc.  etc.,  and  you  behold  even 
"the  third  and  fourth  generations  clinging  so 
tenaciously  to  their  faith,"  etc.,  etc.,  all  of 
which  is  not  even  a  plausible  or  even  a  possi- 
ble dream,  knowing,  as  we.  all  do,  that  the 
very  first  generation  of  the  immigrant  off- 
spring is  already  quite  indifferent  about  his 
religion;  even  those  who,  in  most  cases,  have 
grown  up  under  the  guidance  of  parents  who 
strove  to  implant  religion  in  them.  And  yet 
you  expect,  through  their  piety  and  devotion 
to  save  Judaism  in  this  land  and  to  perpetu- 
ate your  race  as  a  separate  entity! 

There  were  days — ^none  can  deny  the  fact 
— when  the  Jew's  religion  did  save  him  from 
oblivion,  from  being  dissolved  in  the  caldron 
of  persecution  or  the  paradise  of  "benevolent 
assimilation,"  but  these  were  the  days  of  strict 
orthodoxy,  of  uncompromising  devotion  to  all 
the  "shackles,  the  peculiarities  and  the  preju- 
dices" which  the  rabbis  and  time  and  custom 
have  fastened  upon  him.  But  if  your  and  my 
descendants  will,  as  your  vision  reveals  to 
you,  discard  all  these  shackles,  all  the  pe- 
culiarities and  the  prejudices  which  constitute 
the  meat  and  essence  of  the  Jew's  existence, 
but  will  substitute  in  their  place  something 
nebulous  and  abstract,  at  the  same  time  elim- 
inating all  hope  for  a  future  national  existence, 
how  will  he  become  "the  true  and  faithful 
Jew  and  standard  bearer  of  our  religion,"  as 
you  are  so  singularly  privileged  to  behold  in 
your  "vision?" 

Again,  if  our  philanthropists  are  sincerely 
desirous  of  perpetuating  the  existence  of  their 
co-religionists  as  a  separate  entity,  then  it  is 
not  through  "scattering  them  over  all  the 
length  and  breadth  Of  this  land"  to  seek  bet- 
ter homes  in  the  great  and  attractive  territory 
which  stretches  from  the  Gulf  to  our  northern 
boundary,  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Pacific, 
that  you  will  accomplish  your  unselfish  aim; 
but  by  herding  them  together  and  confining 
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them  to  a  limited  space.  A  small  minority 
finding  itself  settled  in  the  midst  of  a  peo- 
ple possessed  of  a  different  religion,  customs 
and  ideals,  will  soon  find  itself  irretrievably 
lost  and  swallowed  up  in  the  vast  bulk  of  the 
dominant  majority! 

Such  is  the  ignorance  of  our  so-called  and 
miscalled  leaders  with  regard  to  the  psychol- 
ogy of  the  modern  Jew,  that  Judiasm  has  re- 
solved itself  to  them  into  nothing  but  charity, 
and  in  the  person  of  every  Russian  Jew  they 
behold  nothing  but  the  ever-hungry,  ever- 
avaricious  "applicant."  But  the  diagnosis  of 
those  of  our  friends  who  would  so  gladly  give 


us  a  painless  death  demonstrates  most  clearly 
and  forcibly  that  even  they,  and  perhaps  they 
more  than  we,  are  the  victims  of  the  cruel  and 
bitter  "goluth"  which  has  dwarfed  and  crip- 
pled their  mental  stature  and  dimmed  their 
vision  and  has  implanted  in  them  that  badge 
of  servitude,  that  cringing  and  fawning  atti- 
tude, that  "Abdus  B'soch  cherus"  so  aptly 
termed  by  the  great  "Achad  Haam/*  which 
only  a  Goluth-bred  person  can  be  afflicted 
with;  and  need  we  a  better  argument  of  the 
need  of  a  healthy,  free,  normal  and  indepen- 
dent national  existence? 


The  Poverty  of  the  American  Press 

The  CauM  ci  It*  Anemia. — It  hat  Kept  Jewish  Progress  Out  ci  Its  Pages. 


An  arrival  from  Russia — that  hot-bed  of 
controversy — after  a  few  months'  stay,  asked 
the  question :  "Why  is  the  Jewish  press  so  flat, 
stale  and  unprofitable?  I  mean  the  'English* 
Jewish  papers.  You  have  a  population  of 
about  one  million  of  English-speaking  Jews. 
You  have  all  sorts  of  problems  that  arise  out 
of  the  enforced  Jewish  migration,  where  con- 
tact with  American  life  creates  new  problems 
every  day,  and  still  I  have  yet  to  see  a  Jewish 
paper — influential  or  not— where  these  prob- 
lems are  recorded  or  discussed.  No  one  seems 
to  know  anything  of  Jewish  life  as  it  is;  at 
least  the  journalists  do  not.  What  is  wrong 
with  them?" 

It  is  indeed  remarkable.  Jews  everywhere, 
but  not  one  wave  of  Jewish  life  agitating  the 
Jewish  journals.  In  the  West,  reform  Juda- 
ism has,  in  spite  of  its  fatal  tendency  toward 
assimilation,  created  forms  of  Jewish  life,  pe- 
rennial difficulties,  that  have  their  ideal  as 
well  as  their  materialistic  coloring.  In  the 
East,  under  stress  of  a  heavy  immigration, 
standards  are  constantly  changing,  Jewish  life 
pulsates  behind  foreign  language  and  customs, 
and  Jewish  minds  are  busy  with  thoughts  of 
the  future  of  this  mass  of  our  people,  what 
they  are  to  become,  what  they  are  to  do;  will 
they  survive  Americanism  or  will  they  Judaize 
America,  etc. 


And  yet,  in  spite  of  this  life — for  even  decay 
and  assimilation  have  their  activities — the  Jew- 
ish press  does  not  adequately  or  even  intelli- 
gently reflect  its  faintest  shadows.  .\s  to  what 
is  now  going  on  in  foreign  Jewry,  there  are 
now  probably  two  or,  at  most,  three,  Jewish 
journals  who  even  attempt  to  understand  the 
issues  that  confront  the  Jews  in  Russia,  Rou- 
mania,  Austria  and  Germany.     ** 

When  they  speak  of  religion,  they  deal  with 
the  antiquities  of  the  reality,  for  it  is  safe  to 
speak  of  past  performances,  which  do  not 
imply  present  conformity.  The  rabbinical  au- 
thority— which  is  not  understood  by  half  of 
them — suffocates  them  with  the  heaviness  of 
its  thought.  They  do  not  speak  in  the  name 
of  their  religion,  but  in  that  of  their  fathers! 
No  one  is  convinced  by  their  assumed  piety  or 
liberality.  They  lack  the  frankness  of  true 
believers.  What  are  the  Jewish  people 
thinking  of  religion?  It  is  not  what  the  Jewish 
press  teaches,  you  may  be  assured.  The  faith 
of  the  Jewish  people— who  have  no  ax  ta 
grind,  no  pose  to  maintain,  no  income  to 
cold-storage — is  no  esoteric  mystery,  but 
it  may  be  learned  from  the  life  of  the 
people,  from  their  own  life,  if  the  Jewish 
press  really  intended  to  reflect  Jewish  thought 

And  what  are  the  Jewish  people  doing?  As- 
suredly not  what  one   reads   about   them   in 
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the  Jewish  press.  They  are  not  going  to 
83magogue  or  temple  en  masse;  they  are  not 
disturbed  about  the  legality  of  Schechitah,  and 
the  lost  tribes  of  Israel,  and  the  decoration 
of  a  Jewish  banker  with  the  medal  of  the 
Legion  of  Honor,  or  the  formal  workings 
of  Jewish  philanthropies  are  not  the  subjects 
of  their  conversations.  If  it  is  true  that  the 
walls  of  the  ghetto  have  fallen,  you  may  be 
sure  that  gaberdines  do  not  promenade  on 
Fifth  Avenue,  and  the  fences  of  the  law  are 
not  in  demand  in  Hester  Street.  The  Jews 
are  living  as  a  goluth  people — and  their  lives 
are  complex,  abnormal,  dismal,  brilliant,  just 
as  the  situation  demands  it.  Fiction  never 
kills  fact, 

Jewish  life,  therefore,  rejects  the  American 
Jewish  press.  The  press  lacks  support.  It 
has  few  readers.  The  business  is  unprofit- 
able. "What's  wrong  with  the  Jewish  people?" 
cry  the  editors  and  publishers. 

They,  themselves,  are  the  guilty  parties.  They 
have  been  erasing  Jewish  life  from  the  rec- 
ords. They  have  obstinately  utilized  the 
scarecrow  Jew  as  the  typical  specimen.  They 
have  thought  to  serve  a  good  purpose  by  pass- 
ing off  upon  the  Goyim  a  sanctimonious,  ultra- 
righteous,  ancestor-worshipping  type  as  the 
Jew,  or  a*  Jew  who  is  in  everything  superior 
to  his  goyish  neighbor,  one  who  has  a  lesson 
to  teach  or  a  mission  to  carry,  one  who  has 
none  of  the  faults  and  all  the  virtues  of  his 
illustrious,  far-distant  fathers.  Every  contra- 
diction of  this  puppet  has  been  ruled  off  the 
boards.  That  has  been  the  Jewish  mission: 
To  maintain  an  ancient  pose.  Shakespeare 
painted  a  Shylock,  and  how  many  gallons  of 
ink  have  been  spilled  to  prove  Shakespeare  an 
anti-Semite  or  a  demagogue.  George  Eliot 
pictured  a  Mordecai,  who  speaks  like  a  Jew 
of  flesh  and  blood;  therefore,  George  Eliot 
did  not  understand  the  Jew.  Zangwill  sketched 
the  "Children  of  the  Ghetto,"  and  all  was  well 
with  him  until  he  drew  near  the  grandchildren. 
He,  too,  does  not  interpret  the  Jew  aright; 
he  has  "fouled  his  own  nest."  That  is,  nobody 
understands  the  Jew  who  sees  in  Jewish  life 
all  the  elements  of  a  man  of  flesh  and  blood. 

The   writer   once    wrote    a   one-act   Jewish 


tragedy  in  which  an  old  Jew  committed  suicide 
by  taking  poison.  A  rabbi  advised  the  writer 
not  to  have  it  performed,  for  'ia  Jew  would 
not  commit  suicide,  a  Jew  abhors  blood." 
"But,"  said  the  author,  "this  Jew  did,  and 
other  Jews  have  done  it,  and  are  doing  it  from 
day  to  day!"  "It  is  better  not  to  say  that;  at 
any  rate,  to  the  Goyim,"  concluded  the  rabbi. 

In  order  to  maintain  this  position,  the  Jew- 
ish press  has  deliberately  censored  every  bit 
of  news  that  had  real  value.  Jewish  life  was 
a  formula  with  them;  they  could  guess  only 
what  Jews  ought  to  do;  the  only  sensations 
that  ever  crept  into  their  pages  were  provided 
■by  what  the  Goyim  did  to  the  Jew.  They  were 
apathetic  toward  the  virile  and  assertive,  slob- 
bered over  the  artificially  pious,  and  acquired 
the. anger  of  weakness  when  disturbed  in  their 
smugness. 

They  thought  they  were  serving  Jewish  in- 
terests. Whether  they  did  or  not,  it  is  not 
necessary  to  discuss  here.  But  they  killed  the 
Jewish  press.  The  very  people  who  were 
to  support  the  press,  found  no  reason  for  the 
existence  of  a  Jewish  press.  A  people  fed  on 
fable  becomes  enfeebled.  A  press  that  smoth- 
ers public  opinion  will  never  have  the  support 
of  the  public.  A  press  for  the  Goyim  need 
not  be  maintained  by  Jews  who  have  been 
trained    to    ignorance    of   Jewish    racial    life. 

Now  that  Jewish  opinion  is  again  becoming 
active,  the  American  Jew  does  not  turn  to 
the  press  to  give  vent  to  his  thotight.  He  has 
no  confidence  in  it.  He  joins  fraternal  orders, 
labor  organizations,  speaks  from  the  platform, 
discusses  matters  in  private.  And  although  the 
Jewish  press  now  seems  anxious  to  make 
amends,  it  meets  on  all  sides  the  apathy  with 
which  it  has  infected  the  Jewish  people. 

It  now  pays  for  its  faithlessness  to  the  Jew- 
ish future.  It  now  reaps  the  reward  of  ignom- 
iny and  its  short-sighted  policy.  From  the 
ashes  of  the  obsolete  Jewish  press  of  to-day 
shall  spring  the  rejuvenated  press  of  to-mor- 
row, that  shall  base  its  hopes  upon  the  interests 
of  the  Jewish  people,  that  shall  serve  diosc 
interests  and  be,  as  it  should  be,  the  free  press 
of  a  people  striving  to  maintain  its  racial  and 
national  integrity. 
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British  Consular  Report  on  Palestine 


The  British  Consular  report  on  the  Trade 
of  Palestine,  which  usually  gives  trust- 
worthy information  on  the  situation  in  the 
Holy  Land,  has  just  been  issued.  This  year 
the  report  is  written  by  Acting-Consul  Free- 
man, and  it  continues  the  tale  of  progress 
told  in  earlier  documents. 

The  total  value  of  the  imports  and  ex- 
ports at  Jaffa,  which  practically  represent 
the  whole  of  Palestine,  was,  it  says,  about 
£1,160.000  last  year,  showing  an  increase  of 
£330.000,  or  40  per  cent,  as  compared  with 
the  preceding  year.     Both  the  import  and 
export  trade  of  the  country  increased — the 
former  from  £464,000  to  £660,000,  and  the 
latter  from  nearly  £370,000  to  £500,000.     (If 
the  figures  from   Gaza  are  added,  the  im- 
ports and  exports  amount  to  about  £700,000 
each.)     The  average  of  the  previous  years 
was  about  £300,000  for  each  of  the  two  cate- 
gories of  Jaffa,  with  an  upward  tendency, 
rather  more  marked  in  the  case  of  the  im- 
ports than  in  that  of  the  exports.     The  very 
large  increase  recorded  for   1906,  says  the 
Acting-Consul,  was  due  mainly  to  the  good 
crops  throughout  the  country  (except  in  the 
case  of  barley  in  the  Gaza  district)  and  the 
large  profits  realized  in  consequence.     The 
increase  in  the  imports  he  attributes  to  a 
-  great  extent  to   the  needs  of  the   steadily 
growing   number    of    immigrants,    pilgrims 
.   and   tourists.     The   chief   imports   showing 
I  increase  were  cotton  goods,  hardware,  pe- 
j  troleum,    timber    and    building    materials, 
sugar    and  coffee.    Had  it  not  been  for  the 
high  prices  of  almost  all  commodHies  and 
articles    of    manufacture    in    Europe    there 
would,  it  is  thought,  have  been  a  far  greater 
increase  in  imports  than  actiially  took  place. 
The   imports   of   cotton   goods   have   more 
ihan  doubled  in  quantity  and  quadrupled  in 
value  within  the  last  seven  years. 
The  Jewish  Influx 
The    increase    of   the    Jewish    immigration 


is   having   its   effect  on   trade.     In   cO'hse- 
quence  of  the  growth  of  the  population  by 
the  continuous  influx  of  Jewish  immferants 
from  Russia  and  elsewhere,  says  th^  report, 
the  importation  of  building  mateifels-,  such 
as  iron  and  steel  girders  for  roollhg,*  corru- 
gated iron  sheets,  tiles,  planks  fnd*  cement 
is  increasing  considerably.    A  teiy  marked 
change  is  coming  over  Jerusalem  and  other 
towns  through   the  substitiltio^  of  girders 
and  tiles  for  the  time-honored  dome  roof- 
ing.    There  is  thus  an  Ot)ening,  of  which 
German,  French  and  Belfian  exporters  have 
not  been  slow   to   avtfl  themselves.     The 
"Societe   du   Chemin   de  Fer   Ottoman   de 
Jaffa  a  Jerusalem  et  prolongements,"  which 
is  in  French  hands,  appears  to  be  in  a  pros- 
perous condition  financially.    This  prosper- 
ity is  attributed  to  the  steady  increase  of 
the    population  of   Jerusalem,   which    may 
now  be  reckoned  at  70,000,  as  well  as  to  the 
annually-inCfeasing  number  of  pilgrims  and 
tourists  who  visit  the  Holy  City. 
-  The  Aeting-Consul  mentions  an  interest- 
ing  inl!ov.ation.     Several   gas   engines    for 
motive  power  generated  in  the  suction-pro- 
ducer, with  anthracite  nut  coal  as  fuel,  have, 
h«  says,  been  imported  into  Palestine  dur- 
ing the  past  year  with  successful  results. 
The  principal  advantage  that  producer  gas 
has  over  steam  is  economy  in  both  fuel  and 
water,  and  as  Jerusalem,  like  other  towns  in 
Palestine,  depends  on  rain  for  its  water  sup- 
ply, the  gas  engine  is  obviously  desirable. 

The  increase  in  exports  was  most  marked 
in  respect  of  oranges,  soap,  sesame  seed, 
colocynth,  and  religious  ornaments.  There 
has  been  a  continuous  and  steady  expansion 
of  the  orange  trade,  the  export  having  more 
than  doubled  in  ten  years.  The  manufac- 
ture of  religious  ornaments  forms  another 
thriving  industry,  the  value  of  the  exports 
having  quadrupled  since  1902. 
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Jaffa 

Here,  too,  great*  progress-  is  reported. 
Acting  Vice-Consul  Falanga  states  that, 
notwithstanding  the  rise  in  the  prices  of 
nearly  all  goods  imported  from  Europe,  the 
trade  of  Jaffa  last  year  showed  a  very  sen- 
sible improvement  on  that  of  the  preced- 
ing year.  This  progress  is  attributed  to 
the  increase  of  money  in  the  country  in  con- 
sequence of  the  good  crops  in  general  in 
1906,  and  the  profits  realized  by  the  ship- 
pers. The  population  of  Jaffa  is  increasing. 
It  is  now  reckoned  at  45,000,  of  whom  10,- 
000  are  Jews.  Besides  these  10,000  in  the 
town  itself,  says  the  Acting  Vice-Consul, 
there  are  some  3,000  Jewish  settlers  in  nine 
colonies  in  the  neighborhood  of  Jaffa. 
"These  last  are  all  cultivators,  and  own 
some  15,000  acres  of  land,  on  which  they 
grow  oranges,  vines  for  wine  making,  and 
cereals  of  different  kinds.  The  orange  crop 
is  in  a  very  prosperous  condition,  as  many 
as  503,000  cases  are  expected  to  be  exported 
— an  increase  of  more  than  150,000  on  the 
previous  year's  shipments.  Other  crops 
prove  very  satisfactory  all  round. 

A  Successful  Jewish  Experiment. 
The  Acting  Vice-Consul  states  that  there 
are  better  prospects  this  year  for  the  de- 
velopment of  cotton  cultivation  in  the 
country.  Of  the  various  trials  during  the 
last  three  years,  he  remarks,  one  that  wai 
made  by  the  Jewish  colonists  at  a  village 
ten  miles  from  Jaffa  succeeded  very  well; 
400  kilos  of  cotton  were  picked  by  them 
from  scarcely  one  acre  of  land.  This  pro- 
duce was  sent  to  Liverpool  and,  after  hav- 
ing been  "ginned"  there,  proved  to  be  of 
very  superior  quality,  being  sold  at  7d.  per 
lb.  This  cotton  was  grown  without  irriga- 
tion, but  it  was  properly  attended  to  dur- 
ing its  growth,  whilst  the  other  trials  were 
made  with  little  knowledge  or  discrimina- 
tion. The  success  of  this  trial  has  attracted 
the  attention  of  many  land-owners,  who 
have  prepared  land  for  sowing  cotton  dur- 
ing the  coming  season. 


A  Visit  to  Gaza 

(Frotn  Our  Correspondent) 


Last  week,  in  company  with  three  other  dele- 
gates of  th«  Anglo- Palestine  Jews*  Qub,  I 
visited  the  town  of  Gaza  to  examine  a  tract 
of  land  whereon  we  propose  to  settle  Jews  of 
Great  Britain  and  America,  who  are  well  pro- 
tected and  who  could  develop  the  South  of 
Palestine.  We  were  received  by  Consul  A.  A. 
Knesevich,  who  is  a  Jewish  friend  and  is  do- 
ing much  to  protect  the  general  interests  of 
the  Jews  living  in  the  vicinity  of  Gaza.  Mr. 
Knesevich  pleaded  for  a  Jewish  settlement 
there,  especially  as  the  crops  of  the  Gaza  dis- 
trict had  turned  out  a  failure,  and  land  was 
remarkably  cheap  this  year.  Mr.  Knesevich 
furthermore  promises  to  assist  Jewish  settlers 
in  every  way  possible.  Gaza  is  in  a  neglected 
state,  though  the  soil  is  rich  and  cheap.  It  has 
no  modern  buildings,  no  hotels,  wharves,  gran- 
aries, etc.,  yet  the  town  itself  is  more  suitable, 
commercially,  than  Jaffa  or  Jerusalem,  for  all 
the  crops  of  barley  of  the  Bedouin  tribes 
about  Gazer,  Beer-Sheba  and  El-Aiish  arc 
exported  through  its  port. 

As  soon  as  the  scheme  for  buying  the  tract 
of  land  we  saw  will  be  completed,  there  will 
be  ample  scope  for  many  English  and  Ameri- 
can Zionists  to  settle  in  Palestine  under  bet- 
ter conditions  than  did  our  former  colonists. 
The  chief  point  of  success  will  be  that  our 
future  settlers  will  have  to  be  other  than  Turk- 
ish subjects.  Then  again  the  Mohammedan 
population  is  favorably  disposed  toward  Jews. 
A  few  sheihks  invited  us  to  live  among  them, 
to  open  shops,  etc. 

At  present  there  are  only  abocft  thirty  Sephar- 
dic  and  three  Askenazic  famililes  living  there. 
These  are  engaged  in  buying  up  barley  and 
colocquinte  and  exporting  them  to  Egypt  and 
England.  Prior  to  our  leaving  Gaza,  the 
Sephardic  community  met  us  and  earnestly  ap- 
pealed for  funds  for  buying  a  burial  ground 
Only  $500  is  required  for  this  purpose,  and 
subscriptions  may  be  sent  to  Consul  Knese- 
vich. The  lack  of  a  burial  ground  has  done 
much  to  hinder  Jews  from  settling  there. 
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The  Reuben   Festival 


From  our  Jaffa  Correspondent 


The  bright  sun  casts  its  brilliant  rays  over 
the  Holy  Land  as  if  in  praise  of  its  superiority, 
and  everybody  is  attempting  to  find  shelter 
from  the  heat.  But  the  camel,  loaded  with 
tent  work,  bearing  men,  women  and  children 
and  led  by  a  cord  tied  around  its  neck  by  its 
driver,  is  slowly  proceeding  on  its  southward 
course.  And  as  the  camel  stretches  forth  its 
clumsy,  but  sure  foot,  the  big  bell  that  hangs 
down  its  neck  tingles  like  a  church  bell  sum- 
moning devout  worshippers  to  divine  service. 
During  the  months  of  August  and  September, 
this  sound  is  heard  unceasingly,  especially  at 
night,  when  the  Arab  ventures  forth  more 
freely  than  in  the  heat  of  the  day. 

What  is  the  destination  of  these  caravans? 
It  is  the  tomb  of  El-Nabi-Reuben. 

Yes,  the  Arab  spends  his  holidays  on  the 
tomb  of  the  first-born  of  Israel.  It  is  curious 
enough  that  the  Arab  has  identified  and  ac- 
cepted as  sacred  all  the  tombs  of  the  sons  of 
Jacob,  and  has  placed  the  "designation  of 
*'Nabi"  before  their  names. 

Whether  Reuben  really  lies  interred  in  the 
spot  indicated,  is  a  question  not  for  me  to 
decide;  but  there  the  Arab  kindles  his  candle 
and  places  it  on  the  tomb  of  El-Nabi-Reuben. 
Curiosity  to  see  tent-work  in  Palestine,  and  a 
desire  to  behold  tlie  place  of  so  much  rever- 
ence, made  me  accept  an  invitation  of  an  Arab 
gardener  to  accompany  him  there. 

Accordingly,  we  saddled  horses,  and,  pro- 
vided with  revolvers,  we  trotted  away  on  our 
pilgrimage.  We  passed  the  "Adjamiah,"  the 
Christian  quarter,  and  then  rode  down  near 
the  seashore  southward.  In  two  hours  and 
forty-five  minutes  we  crossed  the  NaTir  Ru- 
bin, a  small  river,  and  turned  our  course  east- 
ward. We  could  already  descry  the  mosqu^ 
that  stands  on  Reuben's  tomb,  and  in  a  quar- 
ter of  an  hour  we  reached  the  tent  city. 


A  continuous  flow  of  caravans  arrived  from 
every  direction,  Jerusalem,  Gaza,  Nablous,  and 
even  Bedouins  from  across  the  Jordan  also 
came.  As  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  nothing 
but  tents  appeared,  which  presented  a  mag-, 
nificent  view.  There  must  have  been  at  least 
about  5,000  tents,  from  which  sounded  the 
strains  of  the  harp  and  the  ancient  timbrel* 
We  were  conducted  to  the  tent  destined  for. 
us,  and  welcomed  in  the  most  cordial  manner 
with  the  salutations  and  benedictions  custom-, 
ary  to  an  Arabian  host.  As  for  myself,  they^ 
politely  requested  me  to  remove  my  shoes  and 
stockings  and  partake  of  refreshments.  After 
reposing  for  some  time,  we  went  -out  to  ex- 
amine the^ent  city. 

The  mosque  that  is  erected  on  the  supposed 
tomb,  is  of  considerable  size,  and  is  very  high, 
with  a  spacious  wall  built  around  it,  and  it 
appears  like  a  military  tower.  As  for  the 
tomb,  it  is  an  ordinary  one,  built  of  stone, 
and  in  the  cupola  form  so  commonly  met 
with  throughout  Palestine.  Hundreds  of  Ara- 
bian women  were  there  with  candles  in  their 
hands,  who  prostrated  themselves  before  tlje 
Prophet  Reuben.  The  bazaar  was  very  ex- 
tensive. Many  dealers  from  Jerusalem  and 
JaflPa  remove  their  stocks  during  the  above- 
mentiofied  months  to  Nabi  Reuben,  where  they 
do  a  good  trade  in  fancy  goods  and  curios. 
Food  stuffs  were  there  in  great  abundance, 
and  cheap;  in  short,  the  bazaar  resembled  a 
big  fain 

It  is  the  custom  of  all  good  Moslems  to  de- 
lay their  religious  festivities  until  the  arrival 
of  the  Reuben  season,  when  many  poorer  fam- 
ilies unite  in  celebrating  with  great  pomp. 
Especially  at  this  period  do  circumcisions  take 
place. 

The  father  of  the  boy  to  be  circumcised  (In 
Arabic  it  is  called  "Betahar" — purified),  rides 
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on  horseback.  Before  him  sits  his  boy  or 
boys,  behind  hivi}  his  other  children,  all  dressed 
in  costly  garment^  embroidered  with  gold.  An 
Arabian  band  which  consists  of  Oriental  drums 
and  timbrels,  heads  th^  procession,  and  is 
accompanied  by  minstrels,  who  now  Mk^ibfta 
sing  an  Arabian  air.  Behind  follow  the 
women  relations,  veiled  and  screaming  words 
that  they  suppose  have  the  effect  of  driving 
away  demons  and  crossing  the  evil  eye.  Every 
few  minutes  the  procession  halts,  to  give  an 
opportunity  to  swordsmen  to  perform  a  sham 
duel,  to  the  delight  of  the  vast  assemblage, 
who  at  its  conclusion  set  up  a  yell  of  wild 
triumph.  After  the  duel,  the  men  go  through 
a  dance,  accompanied  by  the  beat  of  the  drum. 
The  whole  ceremony  is  very  primitive.  These 
rejoicings  are  only  a  prologue  to  those  which 
take  place  at  night,  for  the  Arabian  imagina- 
tion is  only  aroused  at  sunset.  Then  the 
Zama  or  mosque,  is  illuminated  with  colored 


lanterns,  and  melodious  strains  are  heard  from 
every  quarter. 

The  fourteenth  day,  or  full  moon,  presents 
a  strange  aspect  never  to  be  forgotten-  G«(fr- 
ering  in  the  largest  teat,  e?eiy  visitor  is  made 
wekonie,  and  is  offered  a  nutshell  cup  of  black 
coffee  and  an  Argela.  Then  the  Arab  strains 
are  renewed,  and  led  by  the  leader,  the  refrain 
is  repeated  by  the  whole  company. 

It  is  remarkable  that  all  Arab  tunes  are  in 
the  minor  key,  and  produce  a  deep  impression 
on  the  feelings.  Thus  revelry  and  joy  con- 
tinue till  early  mom.  Having  reminded  our 
souls  of  our  own  ancient  merriments,  I  and 
my  friends  hired  a  carriage,  and  having  pre- 
pared our  revolvers  in  cases  of  necessity,  we 
started  on  our  return  to  Jaffa  by  the  Richon- 
le-Zion  route.  At  sunrise  we  entered  the 
orange  city,  the  Arabian  strains  still  ringing 
in  our  ears.  -  M.  L. 


•itj, 


.^virt-'v  A 


9.  *v  .^ 


Herr  Wolffsohn   in  Jaffa. 
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Charters  and  G>nces8ion8 

What  Shall    ZionUtt    Acquire   in   Palestine     GoTemmental    Rights,    or    Rights 
to    Engage    in    Corporate    Industry? 


By  Dr.  D.  Pasmanik 


(The  following  essay  was  written  by  Dr. 
Pasmanik,  the  able  Russian  Zionist,  in  1906, 
at  the  time  when  the  question  of  securing  a 
charter  from  Turkey  was  being  discussed  with 
a  great  deal  of  vagueness.  Dr.  Pasmanik 
aims  to  show  that  a  charter  is  required  by  the 
movement,  but  that  it  needs  first  of  all  legal- 
ized concessions.  The  essay  has  been  trans- 
lated in  English  from  the  Yiddish,  and  has 
been  curtailed  by  the  elimination  of  matter  of 
a  controversial  nature  that  has  no  bearing 
on  Dr.  Pasmanik's  thesis.) 


^YT^^N^  Zionists  speak  of  obtaining  a 
y^  charter,  they  must  by  all  means  con- 
sider the  unusual  'position  of  the  Jews 
with  relation  to  the  government  from  which 
they  hope  to  secure  it,  as  well  as  their  rela- 
tion to  the  Powers,  who  are  expected  to  give 
the  legal  guarantees  to  the  charter. 

Let  us  examine  then,  briefly,  the  evolution 
of  the  charter  in  history. 

First  in  order  are  the  charters  granted  by 
a  government  to  its  own  subjects,  for  use  in 
its  own  territory.  In  England,  France  and 
Spain,  charters  were  granted  by  royal  fiat  to 
their  own  subjects,  and  these  charters  were 
of  a  political  nature.  For  example,  the  Magna 
Charta  in  England,  and  the  provincial  town 
charters  in  France  and  Spain.  These  charters 
granted  political  rights  or  fiscal  privileges, 
but  no  territorial  concessions.  The  charter 
was  assured,  limited  by  the  fact  that  its  life 
depended  upon  the  good-will  of  the  royal 
power  which  had  granted  it.  In  England  the 
people  who  had  wrested  the  charter  from  the 
sovereign,  remained  victorious,  but  in  France 
and  Spain  the  sovereigns  repudiated  rights 
wrested  from  them  by  force  when  the  force 
weakened. 

But  we  are  not  in  a  position  to  discuss  this 
sort  of  a  charter,  for  the  Jews  at  present  do 


not  constitute  an  integral  portion  of  the  Turk- 
ish Empire,  as  do  the  Armenians  or  the  Mace- 
donians. We  are  not  on  Turkish  territory, 
nor  are  we  bound  up  with  the  industrial  life 
of  the  country.  A  people  bound  up  with  the 
land  is  the  very  basic  idea,  from  which  issues 
a  political  or  fiscal  charter,  as  described  in 
the  foregoing  paragraph.  That  is  why  we  re- 
quire a  concession  of  an  economical  nature 
in  order  that  we  may  establish  a  lasting  bond 
between  the  individual  and  the  territory — be- 
tween the  Jew  and  Palestine;  and,  in  the  sec- 
ond place,  it  will  be  a  long  time  yet  before 
we  shall  constitute  an  actual  force  to  guaran- 
tee the  charter,  when  once  secured.    ' 

In  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries  a 
new  form  of  charter  appeared  to  meet  en- 
tirely new  circumstances.  Then  occurred  the 
discoveries  of  new  lands,  and  territorial  con- 
quests in  foreign  parts.  England,  in  1601, 
guaranteed  to  a  private  English  company  a 
monopoly  to  exploit  the  East  Indian  country. 
This  charter  granted  to  the  company  legisla- 
tive and  executive  privileges.  Of  a  similar 
nature  were  the  charters  granted  by  Holland, 
France  and  Portugal,  in  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury. These  faraway  countries,  over  which 
the  charters  thus  granted  extended,  were  re- 
garded as  res  nullius.  Any  one  could  appro- 
priate territory  on  trans-oceanic  continents, 
provided  one  was  able  to  displace  the  occu- 
pants. The  object  of  the  charter,  however, 
was  not  so  much  the  seizure  of  land  as  the 
accumulation  of  wealth.  The  land  was  not 
occupied  for  colonization  by  Europeans,  but 
for  the  exportation  of  wealth  in  the  form  of 
gold  or  produce. 

Zionists  cannot  consider  this  form  of  a 
charter,  however,  for  these  reasons :  Because 
Palestine  is  not  res  nullius,  and  cannot  be 
taken  without  the  consent  of  its  legal  pos- 
sessors;   because    no    European    Power    can 


Digitized  by 


Google 


156 


THE     MACCABAEAN. 


grant  us  a  charter  of  this  nature  to  cover  land 
which  does  not  belong  to  it ;  and  because  Zion- 
ists propose  not  to  obtain  the  right  to  exploit 
Palestine,  but  to  people  it       . 

The  important  feature  of  the  charter  of 
the  seventeenth  century  is  that  it  is  a  docu- 
ment of  guaranty.  England  guaranteed  .to  the 
East  Indian  company  protection  against  ag- 
gressions on  the  part  of  other  enterpreneurs 
and  colonizers.  The  charter  is  not  defined  by 
the  extent  of  its  privileges,  fiscal  or  political, 
but  by  its  legal  value  as  a  guaranty.  This 
is  the  distinguishing  feature  of  all  charters, 
independent  of  their  objects. 

In  the  nineteenth  century  the  charter  as- 
sumed a  new  form,  new  in  the  form  of  its 
object  and  the  extent  of  its  privileges,  but 
not  in  substance.  This  charter  presupposes 
three  factors :  the  grantor,  the  grantee,  and  the 
guarantor  of  the  charter.  A  gives  B  a  con- 
cession covering  certain  territory  which  is  his ; 
these  concessions  are  greater  or  less  in  ex- 
tent, and  give  B  sovereign  privileges  over  the 
land  and  its  people,  or  only  the  right  to  con- 
struct railroads,  harbors,  or  to  exploit  the 
natural  resources  or  a  certain  district.  But 
no  mention  is  as  yet  made  of  a  charter.  Then 
B,  fearing  the  inconstancy  of  the  grantor  A, 
or  the  competition  of  an  uninvited  enterpre- 
neur  X,  appeals  to  C,  who  possesses  a  strong 
army  and  a  large  navy,  for  a  charter;  that  is, 
he  asks  C  to  guarantee  the  concessions  against 
the  ill-will  of  A  or  against  the  competition 
of  X. 

The  charter  of  the  British  North  Borneo 
Company  is  a  good  illustration  of  this.  A  pri- 
vate company  secured  from  the  legal  and 
actual  possessor  of  the  island  of  Borneo  a  con- 
cession of  immense  value,  including  a  tract 
of  land  in  the  northern  part  of  the  island. 
This  concession,  granted  by  the  Sultan  of 
Borneo,  designated  representatives  of  the 
company,  with  the  right  to  exercise  authority 
over  the  inhabitants,  and  with  all  the  pre- 
rogatives of  the  Sultan,  to  exploit  the  pro- 
ducts of  the  country,  to  coin  money,  to  collect 
custom  duties,  to  levy  and  collect  taxes;  in 
short,  he  invested  the  company  with  all  his 
own  rights. 

But  while  this  compact  with  the  Sultan  rep- 
.  resented  a  grant  of  concessions,  it  represented 


only  concessions  which  were  not  guaranteed 
!  The  compact  was  -in  force  only  as  long  as  the 
Sultan  was  willing  to  continue  it,  or  as  long 
AS.  the  company  could  defond  it  against  the 
Sultan  or  the  claims  of  other  companies.  As 
long  as  the  compact  involved  only  these  two 
parties,  it  was  merely  a  concession,  not  a 
charter;  in  other  words,  it  was  a  concession 
with  public  legal  privileges,  but  without  legal 
guarantees.  To  secure  the  legal  guarantees 
the  grantee,  a  private  company,  appealed  to 
the  English  Government  for  a  charter — that 
is,  it  appealed  to  England  to  guarantee  the 
concession  by  granting  a  charter.  The  Brit 
ish  Government  acceded  to  this  request,  but 
reserved  the  right  to  use  its  influence  in  the 
development  of  the  colony,  and  enjoined  the 
civil  and  military  authorities  of  England  to 
render  support  and  assistance  to  the  company 
and  its  agents. 

When  this  was  done  the  concession  became 
a  charter.  The  essence  of  the  charter,  there- 
fore, is  not  the  extent  or  quality  of  the  privi- 
leges, but  the  guaranty  of  the  acquired  con- 
cessions, which  is  imperative.  It  is  obvious  that 
the  Borneo  company  was  impelled  to  ask  for 
this  charter  not  for  sentimental  reasons,  but 
from  motives  of  a  political  and  economic 
character.  When  this  charter  was  recognized 
by  other  governments  interested  in  Borneo, 
like  Holland  and  Spain,  it  assumed  the  char- 
acter of  an  international  agreement. 

The  same  is  true  of  the  Royal  Niger  Com- 
pany. A  private  company  at  first  secured 
concessions  from  the  Sultans  of  Nigeria  with 
sovereign  rights  over  the  land  and  the  people. 
The  same  is  true  of  the  Imperial  British  East 
African  Company.  A  private  company  secured 
from  the  Sultan  of  Zanzibar  a  very  large  prov- 
ince with  privileges  and  rights  in  the  land. 
After  it  had  secured  the  concession,  the  com- 
pany obtained  a  charter  from  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, which  enacted  that  all  authorities  of 
the  Empire  shall  recognize  the  charter  and 
render  aid  in  its  defence. 

In  short,  the  charter  of  the  nineteenth  cen- 
tury is  nothing  but  a  guaranty  made  by  C  to 
B  to  defend  a  concession  secured  by  B  from 
A.  The  charter  does  not  define  the  privileges. 
The  pri  Sieges  are  defined  by  the  concession. 
kTo    ^e    continued.) 
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A  Perplexed   Philosopher. 


The  Effect  of  Zionism  on  Jewish  Life 


It  was  at  Central  Park  that  I  met  him.  The 
day  being  unusually  warm,  I  had  stretched 
myself  on  the  grass,  seeking  shelter  from  the 
scorching  rays  of  the  sun  beneath  a  large  and 
shadowy  tree.  I  was  not,  however,  permitted 
to  enjoy  my  isolation  very  long.  A  man 
walked  across  the  drivew^ay,  approached  and 
placed  himself  on  the  other  side  of  the  tree, 
opposite  where  I  lay.  He  was  tall,  broad- 
shouldered  with  a  square-set  jaw,  clean  shaven, 
his  face  was  tanned,  and  he  was  clad  in  a  light 
summer  suit,  in  the  English  fashion.  Being 
interested  in  an  account  of  how  the  sec- 
ond Russian  Duma  was  dissolved,  published 
in  one  of  the  morning  newspapers,  I  paid  no 
further  attention  to  the  newcomer. 

He  asked  for  a  match.  I  gave  it  to  him. 
He  lit  his  pipe,  at  the  same  time  making  use 
of  every  possible  device  to  draw  me  into  a 
conversation.  After  awhile  we  began  to  speak, 
naturally,  about  the  weather.  This  topic  ex- 
hausted, he  inquired  about  certain  places  in 
New  York — and  lastly,  he  asked,  in  a  sort  of 
apologetic  manner,  whether  I  was  a  Jew. 
Having  received  an  answer  in  the  affirmative, 
the  conversation  became  more  intimate. 

We  had  been  together  for  over  an  hour 
when  he  began  to  tell  me  who  he  was,  where 
he  came  from,  and  especially  how  he^'had 
spent  the  last  ten  years. 

From  this  I  learned  that  his  name  was 
Reinman  (that  is,  he  alone  went  under  that 
name,  his  father  and  grandfather  having  been 
known  as  Rashkofsky).  He  was  born  in 
Germany,  whereto  his  father  immigrated 
from  Russian-Poland;  and  he  was  a  graduate 
of  a  leading  Berlin  University. 

He  seemed  to  entertain  the  greatest  admira- 
tion for  that  University,  and  for  this  reason: 
though  most  of  the  other  Jewish  students  were 
harassed  on  account  of  being  Jews,  he  was 
never  obliged  to  share  their  fate.  And  Mr. 
Reinman  proceeded  to  explain  the  reason. 


"You  see,"  he  exclaimed,  "before  I  entered 
the  University  I  had  my  nose  operated  on — 
I  mean  I  had  it  somewhat  remodeled,"  he 
added  with  a  smile.  "It  was  terribly  Jewish- 
like,  and  if  I  had  not  fixed  it  up  I  should  have 
had  the  time  of  my  life.  In  this  way,  how- 
ever, I  passed  as  a  gentile  and  thus  escaped 
the  maltreatment  that  Jewish  students  were 
subjected  to."  And  then  he  concluded,  tri- 
umphantly: "It  takes  a  'Yudishe  kopf  to  de- 
vise a  means  by  which  he  can  hide  his  Jewish 
identity." 

It  was  the  account  he  gave  of  the  impres- 
sions the  countries  he  had  visited  since  his 
return  from  Africa,  had  made  on  him,  that 
interested  me  most,  and  this  I  set  down  al- 
most in  full. 

"From  Africa  I  sailed  directly  to  Germany," 
began  Mr.  Reinman,  raising  himself  to  a  sit- 
ting posture,  "and  the  first  city  I  stopped  at 
was  Berlin.  My  father  awaited  me  at  the 
station  with  a  cab  and  we  drove  straight  home. 
Immediately  on  my  arrival  I  found  that 
somewhat  of  a  strange  atmosphere  pervaded 
the  house.  I  saw  on  the  walls  pictures  of 
Jews  with  long  beards.  In  the  book  cases 
were  Jewish  books,  and  my  father  wore  one 
of  those  six-pointed  buttons  inscribed  with 
Hebrew  letters.  I  was  amazed !  I  remem- 
bered that  prior  to  my  departure  for  Africa 
everything  was  done  to  deny  the  fact  of  our 
being  Jews.  We  employed  gentile  servants, 
observed  their  holidays  and  did  everything 
else  and  even  more.  And  now  my  eighteen- 
year-old  sister  was  overjoyed  because  she 
could  converse  in  Hebrew.  All  this  impressed 
me  very  unfavorably,  so,  having  greeted  the 
family,  I  excused  myself  and  hastened  to  the 
University.  There  I  hoped  to  find  things  as 
I   had  left  them  ten  years  ago. 

"On  arriving  I  learned  that  in  one  of  the 
halls  a  meeting  of  students  was  being  held.  I 
hurried  into  the  hall.     The  place  being  over- 
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crowded,  I  experienced  some  difficulty  before 
being  able  to  gain  admittance.  Once  inside, 
and  having  carefully  looked  around,  I  ob- 
served that  the  audience  was  mostly  composed 
of  Jews — some  gentiles  being  present  The 
tone  and  nature  of  the  meeting  were  to  me  of 
the  strangest  character.  They  spoke  of  Jew- 
ish nationalism,  Jewish  self-defense,  Jewish 
representatives— a  gentile  student  delivering 
an  impassionate  address  about  Jewish  culture. 
It  was  Jewish  this  and  Jewish  that,  and  noth- 
ing but  Jewish.  The  very  air  seem  to  breathe 
'Jewish.'  To  me,  it  was  Jewish  torture.  Un- 
bearable! I  came  to  the  school  full  of  hope 
and  left  it  full  of  disappointment 

"I  then  called  to  see  a  friend  of  mine — a 
classmate.  While  at  school  he  was — ^what  you 
Americans  call  simply  full  of  fun,  and  queer 
as  it  may  seem,  the  fact  is,  that  most  of  the 
jokes  he  would  air  were  at  the  expense  of 
Jews.  Now,  imagine  my  surprise  when  on 
entering  his  room,  I  found  him  bending  over 
a  heavy  volume  of  Hebrew  lore.  And  after 
our  greeting,  which,  of  course,  was  most 
friendly,  almost  the  first  question  he  put  to  me 
was  whether  I  considered  practical  work  in 
Palestine  or  the  continuation  of  the  present 
program,  as  the  most  practical,  to  which  I 
hastened  to  reply  that  I  thought  them  both 
to  be  unpractical. 

"I  remained  in  Germany  but  a  short  time 
and  decided  to  go  to  Russia,  to  the  city  where 
my  father  was  bom.  Over  there,  I  was  told, 
the  Jews  lived  as  of  old  and  retained  their 
old  habits  and  customs.  But  there,  too,  I  was 
disappointed.  Having  arrived  while  the  elec- 
tions were  being  held,  I  found  it  impossible 
to  pass  a  Jewish  street  without  encountering 
Jews  speaking  ^f  the  Jewish  candidates. 
Again  I  heard  the  words:  Jewish  nationalism, 
Jewish  culture,  equal  rights  for  the  Jewish 
population,  Jewish  Maranos — ever3rthing  said 
was  either  prefixed  or  suffixed  with  'Jew- 
ish.' 

"I  journeyed  from  this  town  to  some  of  the 
larger  cities — ^but  the  same  conditions  pre- 
vailed. Nowhere  was  there  to  be  found  a 
Jew  of  the  old  type.  Even  the  old  men  seemed 
to  have  discarded  the  beliefs  they  entertained 
in  their  youth — 'help  yourself  was  the  pre- 
vailing sentiment.     Everybody  was  saturated 


with  the  idea  of  national  independence  and 
self-respect. 

"Russia  was  not  a  place  where  I  could  re- 
main, so,  after  a  few  weeks,  my  travels  took 
me  to  Austria.  When  I  come  to  think  of  it 
now,  I  wonder  whether  I  was  destined  to  ar- 
rive during  election  times  or  my  coming  has- 
tened that  season.  No  sooner  had  I  crossed 
the  Austrian  frontier  when  preparations  for 
the  first  real  democratic  election  to  the  Reichs- 
rath  was  being  made. 

"Here  the  Jews  were  even  more  bold  than 
in  Russia.  They  made  demonstrations  in  the 
streets.  They  floated  that  white  and  blue  flag 
side  by  side  with*  the  Austrian.  They  ar- 
ranged meetings  in  the  midst  of  Polish  dis- 
tricts and  denounced  the  Poles  as  despots,  ex- 
ploiters of  the  poor,  slaves  of  conceit  and 
vanity.  I  recall  while  staying  in  a  little  Gali- 
cian  town  that  one  Monday  every  shop  and 
store  was  closed,  and  you  could  not  purchase 
anything  if  you  paid  ten  times  the  actual  price, 
because  one  of  the  candidates  on  the  Jewish- 
National  ticket  had  come  down  to  deliver  an 
address — and  that  address  was  delivered  in 
the  synagogue. 

"In  Vienna,  the  Jews  have  remained,  in 
general,  conservative,  but  they,  too,  have  suf- 
fered greatly  from  radical — or,  as  they  call  it 
— national  inroads.  Here  I  formed  the  ac- 
quaintance of  a  young  man,  who,  like  my- 
self, lamented  the  irreparable  change  in  Jewry 
that  had  come  about  Of  him  also  I  learned 
that  a  certain  movement  founded  ten  years 
ago  by  a  Vienna  journalist  was  the  prime 
cause  of  all  this.  From  my  observations,  I 
told  him,  I  was  convinced  that  that  movement 
now  embraced  everything  that  was  Jewish  and 
had  made  a  marked  entrance  into  every  phase 
of  Jewish  life.  To  which  he  mournfully  shook 
his  head.  Though  he  expressed  himself  as 
most  strenuously  opposed  to  that  cause,  he  did 
not  seem  to  know  much  about  it  For  when 
I  asked  a  question  bearing  on  the  subject,  he 
would  put  me  off  with  a  "Oh,  it  isn't  worth 
while  considering." 

Mr.  Reinman  stopped  for  awhile  in  his 
narrative  to  refill  his  pipe,  and  then  con- 
tinued : 

"From  Austria  I  traveled  direct  to  England. 
After  visiting  the  Museum  and  other  places 
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of  interest  the  idea  came  to  me,  ins.tinctively, 
to  devote  some  of  my  time  to  Jewish  life  in 
England.  With  this  object  in  view  I  set  out 
one  5i*tirday  morning  to  a  large  synagogue 
wliere,  so  I  was  told,  the  greatest  preacher  in 
the  land  delivered  the  sermons.  And  I  was 
really  elated  over  that  man's  fascinating  pow- 
ers. I  became  so  attached  to  him  that  I  in- 
quired about  his  private  life.  I  found  out  that 
he  was  not  of  English  birth,  but  had  immi- 
grated from  Roumania  and  that  he  was  the 
president  of  the  leading  English  club,  that  com- 
prised Great  Britain's  foremost  literary  men 
as  well  as  her  most  famous  statesmen.  It 
was  the  first  time  in  history  that  a  Jew  had 
ever  been  elected  president  of  that  organiza- 
tion. One  evening  I  happened  to  meet  him 
on  a  car  and  determined  to  follow  him.  When 
the  next  transfer  station  came — though  I  was 
bound  in  a  different  direction — I  changed  my 
course  and  boarded  the  same  car  I  saw  the 
rabbi  enter.  When  we  next  alighted  I  found 
myself  in  the  heart  of  the  London  Jewish  ghet- 
to, and  before  a  hall,  where  hung  a  sign  an- 
,  nouncing  that  the  president  of  the  English 
Federation  of  Zionists,  Rev.  Dr.  — —  was  to 
deliver  a  lecture.  If  ever  one  was  taken 
by  surprise  I  certainly  was.  The  greatest 
preacher  in  the  land,  the  very  same  I  admired 
so  much — he  a  Zionist!  But  when  I  began 
to  look  into  things  more  closer  I  found  that 
nearly  every  prominent  English  Jew  was 
either  directly  or  indirectly  connected  with 
that  movement. 

"My  restless  spirit  next  took  me  to  the 
United  States.  I  have  a  relative  in  Cincinnati. 
That  was  the  first  American  city  I  visited. 
Here,  too,  I  inquired  after  Jewish  affairs, 
and  for  the  first  time  my  troubled  conscience 
was  at  ease.  My  relatives  informed  me  of 
the  great  progress  the  Jews  had  made  in  this 
country.  How  Jewish  temples  could  not  be 
distinguished  from  Christian  churches,  that 
men  prayed  bareheaded  and  gentiles  were  em- 
ployed in  the  choirs — and  that  they  sang  most 
beautifully  with  the  most  tender  feelings  the 
'Shema  Yisroel'  as  well  as  the  other  'tefillahs,' 
that  Sunday  was  observed  with  services  and 
sermons — though  the  temples  were  also  open 
on  S^bath  for  formality's  sake.     I  was  sim- 


ply overjoyed.  It  reminded  me  of  the  old  days- 
when  I  had  attended  the  University,  and  our 
instructor  in  Jewish  religion  would  tell  ua 
that  though  a  Jewish  nation  existed  it  was 
to-day  like  the  Romans  and  others  of  ancient 
time,  a  thing  of  the  past  I  had  not  been  very 
long  in  Cincinnati  when  my  relatives  acquaint- 
ed me  with  the  fact  that  I  was  now  in  the 
very  city  where  the  Jewish  priests  were  being 
trained  who  have  and  are  changing  the  Sabbath 
for  Sunday.  Having  expressed  the  desire  of 
visiting  that  institution  it  was  arranged  that 
I  should  go  there  the  next  Sunday  afternoon, 
when  the  leading  professor  at  the  college — a 
gentleman  who  had  been  brought  over  from 
the  Pacific  Coast,  would  deliver  an  address. 

'T  learned  that  that  professor  was  the  pride 
of  the' Seminary  and  well  deserved  to  be  con- 
sidered that  which  his  name  implied  in  He- 
brew, namely,  a  pearl.  On  Saturday  I  went 
to  the  college  and  listened  to  the  lecture,  and 
was  astounded!  I  could  not  believe  my  own 
ears.  Here  was  that  great  professor  repeating 
the  same  statements  I  had  heard  at  the  stu- 
dents' meeting  in  Berlin,  in  the  street  gather- 
ings of  the  Jews  in  Russia,  in  the  addresses  in 
the  Austrian  elections,  in  the  speeches  delivered 
to  Jewish  crowds  in  the  London  lecture  halls — 
in  different  phraseology,  but  in  essence  the 
very  same!" 

Mr.  Reinman  at  this  point  looked  at  his 
watch  and  remarked  that  it  was  rather  late. 
I  ventured  to  detain  him  for  a  while  by  ask- 
ing him  to  complete  his  narrative  and  inquir- 
ing what  his  plans  were. 

"Well,"  said  he,  "I  have  been  in  New  York 
for  a  week,  but  did  not  meet  anything  of 
special  interest.  As  regards  my  plans  for  the 
future" — here  he  looked  up  to  the  sky,  thought 
for  a  while,  and  then  in  a  sort  of  meditative 
manner  said,  with  a  smile,  "I  intend  to  re- 
turn to  Africa  and  stay  there" — again  he 
looked  at  the  sky — "another  ten  years." 

Mr.  Reinman  arose,  said  good-night,  and 
recrossed  the  driveway.  I  followed  him  with 
my  eyes,  but  he  soon  disappeared  among  the 
trees. 

I  sat  there  musing  for  some  time  over  Zion- 
ism's effect  on  Jewry. 

Morris  Marguues. 
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The  Refugee 

By  Max.  J.  Herzberg 


"What  do  you  say?    That  shrivelled  shrimp  of  a  man 
Is  your  great  scholar?    Even  when  you  be.^an 
To  tell  me  of  him  I  knew  it  was  some  hoax — 
You  make  me  angry  with  your  foolish  jokes 
He  your  great  scholar !    Tattered  clothes  and  torn ! 
And  those  weak  eyes  that  glimmer  so  forlorn 
And  so  despondent!    See  his  mouth  tremble  now! 
See  the  long  wrinkles  on  his  yellow  brow ! 
A  workingman  perhaps!     Some  idle  lout 
That  dares  mistake  his  milk-and-water  doubt 
Of  matters  that  he  knows  no  whit  about 
For  a  God-sent  divine  philosophy! 
YouVe  been  deceived!    He'd  never  muddle  me!" 

So  rambled  many  a  wiseacre  and  sage 
Urged  on  to  jeer  and  sneer  by  some  blind  rage — 
The  academic  scorn  of  liberty; 
And  not  unmixed  with  fear:  what  if  there  be 
Truth  in  the  man  ?    But  he  had  never  bowed 
The  knee  to  them  in  worship!  all  uncowed 
By  the  long  host  who  follow  in  the  train 
Sheeplike  for  centuries  of  a  godlike  brain, 
He  dared  strike  out  anew,  and  in  their  soul 
They  guessed  his  bold  and  fascinating  goal 
Would  be  the  blind  mark  of  a  future  host 
Still  following  after  his  unwearied  ghost. 
And  would  not  his  own  followers  attack 
In  later  times  his  brother? — on  the  rack 
That  soul  would  writhe :  such  agonies  endure 
All  greater  spirits — tests  that  kill  or  cure; 
Ripe  from  the  chastening  of  such  bitterness 
With  firmer  pace  to  their  great  goal  they  press. 
So  did  my  friend:  with  cynic  shrug  awhile 
He  bore  the  taunting  word  and  sneering  smile, 
Then  he  forgot  them  all — let  them  rail  on; 
As  fateful  day  by  day  he  nearer  won 
To  the  tremendous  and  puissant  thought 
That  thrilled  his  veins  with  rushing  fire,  and  wrought 
Ever  a  deeper  imprint  on  his  heart: 
In  those  imaginings  had  scorn  a  part, 
Or  those  foul  sages?  they  were  as  the  dead, 
Who  stir — who  knows? — on  their  uneasy  bed. 

A  Russian  student  and  a  hounded  Jew : 

Copvnygkt^  iQoy^  by  Max  J,  f  fen  berg 
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This  is  the  picture  that  appears  to  view! 

Small,  wrinkled,  weak-eyed,  stooping,  almost  bald, 

Whom  destiny  to  tasks  undreamt  of  called! 

Already  famous  when  I  knew  him :  now 

No  philosophic  pondering  on  his  brow 

Ploughed  deeper  those  deep  wrinkles — he  had  found 

More  urgent  tasks  in  life  than  erst  were  crowned 

By  cloistered  students  as  supreme  result 

Of  delvings  into  Hegel  or  some  cult 

Brought  from  the  East !  a  new  philosophy 

Of  his  own  people  stirred  him,  as  the  sea 

Stings  with  sharp  tang  a  wanderer  on  the  strand. 

Struck  with  swift  yearning  for  a  long-lost  land. 

He  led  the  van  of  Zionists :  men  who  yearn 

For  Zion  as  sunflowers  to  sunlight  turn — 

But  this,  my  tale  has  grown  anticipatory ; 

Let  me  once  more  begin  my  heroes  story. 


Markov  was  born  in  Russia:  in  those  days 
When  wakened  as  from  trance,  and  in  a  maze 
Of  dazzling  figures  and  too  sudden  light. 
The  Jews  cast  off  the  slough  of  ancient  night 
That  round  their  hearts  had  hung  for  centuries. 
Who  can  reprove  those  souls  that  starve  and  freeze, 
If  when  the  food  and  warmth  come,  by  excess 
They  strive  to  balance  what  before  was  less? 
So  now  the  Jews :  the  light  good  to  behold 
Made  them  believe  that  what  was  theirs  of  old 
Could  not  be  good.    It  had  in  night  been  born, 
In  night  been  nurtured,  and  must  die  with  morn. 
Off  with  the  old  I    Let  Ditle  perish !  all 
That  smacks  of  Jew  to  equal  ruin  fall ! 
Let  none  that  hated  the  old  servitude 
Keep  trace  thereof  a  jot  in  his  new  mood; 
Only  the  heathen  have  the  key  of  light; 
Let  us  by  them  set  foot  on  freedom's  height ! 
Give  us  the  culture  of  the  modern  age! 
Pore  over  Darwin,  not  the  Talmud's  page. 
So  as  the  glowering  Ghetto  portals  ope 
A  dazzled  horde  into  the  sunlight  grope ; 
But  cries  and  curses  clog  their  eager  heels — 
The  Ghetto  in  its  huddled  streets  reveals 
Old  men  still  praying  o'er  the  sacred  scrolls. 


But  Markov  with  the  rest  sought  the  new  goals. 
A  hundred  years  ago  he  would  have  been 
A  rabbin  and  a  cabbalist — set  to  spin 
New  skeins  of  futile  ingenuities 
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From  subtle  knots  of  legalistic  pleas, 
Or  weave  old  comments  to  old  commentaries. 
Light  made  a  rebel  of  him,  and  he  fled 
The  rabbis  as  who  flees  infected  dead. 
True,  Russia  laid  annoying  bonds  on  him  ; 
Sometimes  the  light  was  underground  and  dim. 
But  what  of  that!    They  would  set  Russia  free! 
Despised,  they  would  give  Russia  liberty! 
A  brilliant  student  Markov !  soon  his  fame 
Burned  equal  to  the  steady  glowing  flame 
Of  his  own  mind :  he  probed  the  laws  of  fact, 
And  realms  all  thinkers  else  had  left  intact 
Fell  'neath  the  conquering  wand  of  noble  thought 
That  in  his  work  like  sudden  magic  wrought; 
And  everywhere  men  hailed  the  sage  so  young 
Upon  whose  limbs  the  robes  of  greatness  hung. 


Then  that  mad  midnight!  when  from  street  to  street 
Murder  and  lust  reeled  forth  on  drunken  feet! 
When  all  the  Ghetto  flamed  with  blood  and  fire; 
When  babes'  brains  mingled  with  the  bloody  nj^re; 
When  young  girls  slain,  with  torn  and  bloody  breast, 
Found  on  the  earth  a  piteous  rest; 
When  old  men's  hearts  with  blood-encrustcd  beard 
From  bloody  gutters  in  the  red  flames  leered ; 
When  from  dead  wombs  the  hapless  chilcj  was  torn 
And  died  on  bloody  streets  ere  it  was  bom ; 
When  all  the  swimming  sky  was  red  af  blood,. 
And  all  the  earth  swirled  with  a  fire-ljt  flood ; 
Then  Markov  woke,  who  for  so  long  had  slept, 
And  found  his  life  when  passionate  tears  he  wept. 
Kind  mother  Russia  whom  they  sought  to  save ! 
How  many  found  in  her  a  bloody  grave 
Who  would  with  blood  have  stained  the  very  sea 
Had  Russia  asked  it  to  win  liberty! 
So  died  those  Jews.    But  from  the  selfish  dream 
Of  scholars  Markov  wakened  when  the  gleam 
Of  blood  came  in  those  maddened  peasants'  eyes. 
And  burning  houses  reddene4  the  dim  skies. 


No  hope  in  Russia!  to  the  west  his  hope 
Dimly  began  to  turn  and  darkly  grope. 
Then  in  the  steerage  of  a  monster  ship 
He  saw  the  rim  of  Europe  fade  and  dip. 
And  he  fared  on  across  the  crashing  sea 
In  a  new  quest  for  life  and  liberty. 
•Yet  even  ere  he  left  the  Russian  strand 
Faintly  he  glimpsed  a  mighty  beckoning  hand 
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Not  in  the  west  but  eastward !  but  while  burned 
The  stricken  cities,  forcibly  he  turned 
Where  yet  God  grants  in  his  deep  mystic  plan 
The  last  experiment  of  stumbling  man. 
Markov,  remembering  Zion,  wondered  now 
If  her  great  dream  were  needed,  as  the  prow 
Of  the  huge  ship  pushed  through  the  crowded  way 
Where  that  fair  Woman  lords  it  o'er  the  bay ; 
And  strange  magnetic  currents  in  the  air. 
The  quick  confusion  and  the  noisy  blare, 
The  eager  faces  and  the  hurrying  press. 
All  seemed  to  promise  a  new  blessedness 
That  needed  not  Jerusalem  to  bring 
Justice  and  peace  to  make  men  glad  and  sing — 
This  was  perchance  the  New  Jerusalem! 


Strangely  the  bearded  officers  questioned  them ; 
And  then  he  entered  in  the  city :  he 
Sought  a  friend's  home  and  hospitality 
On  Ludlow  street,  and  wondered  as  he  went 
Why  one  should  dwell  in  the  dark  tenement — 
Was  not  the  country  ample?  and  why  press 
So  close  together  in  foul  dinginess  ? 
This  was  not  Russia :  here  one  might  dwell  free 
By  field  or  mountain  or  the  open  sea, 
Not  in  a  Ghetto !    So  he  came  to  where 
His  friend  dwelt.    Three  his  rooms,  dingy  and  bure. 
And  seven  people  in  them — windows  two 
Scarce  let  dirt-darkened  air  and  sunlight  through, 
That  fell  on  such  a  scene  of  poverty 
As  one  can  only  find  where  dwell  the  free. 
Markov  was  a  philosopher,  and  so 
Took  all  the  longer  the  true  cause  to  know 
Of  what  another  guesses  in  a  day. 
But  we  will  let  him  stumble  on  his  way ; 
First  Markov  thought  to  be  a  teacher  here 
As  once  in  Russia :  needed  not  a  year 
To  unlearn  that ;  and  then  he  found  a  place 
As  small  accountant:  couldn't  go  the  pace; 
And  fell  to  peddler — as  he  tramped  the  streets. 
He  found  policemen  asking  him  for  "treats" ; 
Nor  was  it  long  before  that  haven  of  all. 
The  sweat-shop,  was  the  last  step  of  his  fall. 
So  Hegel  went  the  board  and  all  his  brood : 
Antimonies  taste  better  after  food. 


Thus  in  a  few  short  months  his  dreams  were  fled : 
Some  lay  in  huddled  graves  with  shapeless  dead ; 
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Some  were  forgotten  when  he  needed  bread. 

Yet  that  one  dream,  the  greatest  he  had  cherished, 

Grew  clearer  as  his  other  visions  perished — 

The  hope  in  Zion.    Once  in  years  gone  by 

He  had  scorned  that  hope ;  but  those  whom  he  saw  die 

Under  the  bloody  flames — all  the  best  seed 

Of  Jacob  crushed  for  crime  of  race  and  creed — 

These  stirred  anew  within  his  groaning  heart 

The  ancient  hope.    Then,  bade  perforce  depart 

From  Russia,  once  again  the  hope  had  slept 

As  the  great  ship  across  the  ocean  swept, 

And  the  great  statue  loomed  before  his  eyes, 

And  he  gazed  yearningly  on  sunlit  skies. 

Then  the  long  struggle  for  the  merest  life. 

The  pitiable  and  incessant  strife, 

The  dirt,  the  dinginess,  the  miseries. 

The  unhallowed  crowding  and  the  foul  disease; 

The  narrow  hearts  of  ignorant  content 

That  dared  not  leave  the  festering  tenement; 

The  narrower  hearts,  that  sapped  with  sated  greed, 

Forgot  their  origin  and  noble  breed; 

Souls  on  one  hand  that  lived  as  Jews  perforce, 

Souls  on  the  other  turned  shame-faced  from  their  source. 

Freedom  to  starve  he  found  in  the  land  of  the  free, 

And  brotherhood  meant  just  l\vpocrisy! 

The  poor  were  moved  with  an  ignoble  hate, 

The  rich  purred  softly  at  complaisant  fate. 


Let  me  not  seem  to  sanction  all  these  views — 
I  act  as  Markov's  mouthpiece  of  abuse ; 
Yet  would  not  seem  to  blame  him.    We  who  dwell 
In  ease  and  plenty  know  not  what  a  hell 
Markov  now  dwelt  in:  he,  the  hopeful  sage, 
Set  down  to  earn  a  manual  laborer's  wage 
To  keep  his  soul  in  body ;  he  whose  eyes 
Had  gazed  so  glad  on  trees  and  open  skies 
Brought  to  a  tenement  where  no  bird  comes. 
Where  trees  are  listless  and  the  pest-fly  hums — 
But  why  go  on  ?    The  very  words  I  use 
Are  snobbish  from  a  distance !  The  true  views 
Of  what  it  means  could  only  come  to  me 
If  I  had  lived  that  fetid  misery. 
One  with  the  wretched — and  not  known  maybe 
That  I  was  wretched,  but  should  only  sigh 
That  God  permitted  happier  souls  to  die. 
The  poor  are  not  unhappy,  nor  do  they  guess 
The  tragedy  of  their  own  wretchedness: 
But  Markov  knew — his  great  soul  sought  the  skies, 
Who  heard  so  often  the  heart-moving  cries 
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Of  those  whd  never  cry,  tire  silent  ache* 

That  finds  no  tongue  although  the  heart  may  break. 

Yet  let  us  not  be  too  despondent!  lives 
As"  short  as  ours-  must  feel  that  God  derives- 
More  comfort  in  the  flight  of  centuries — 
Who  equally  in  good  and  evil  sees 
Some  final  goal.    Ay,  shorter  views  can  give 
A  road  that  widens  in  the  perspective 
And  grows  more  light !    This  new-wrought  land  of  ours 
On  one  hand  takes,  on  the  other  grants  strange  powers. 
Forth  from  the  oppression  of  the  effete  past 
The  old-world  hordes  into  New  Work  are  cast: 
No  golden  gifts  come  to  their  eager  hand — 
What  gold  there  is  lies  hidden  in  the  land. 
Poverty  is  their  lot  more  than  of  old, 
They  suffer  hunger  and  despair  and  cold. 
They  huddle  in  the  darkened  tenement. 
They  doubt  man's  goodness  and  doubt  God's  intent. 
But  the  East  Side's  the  school  of  all  success — 
New  hordes  behind  them  ever  onward  press. 
And  they  mount  upward ;  goodly  gifts  and  fair 
Come  to  their  hands  once  bowed  in  deep  despair 
With  shock  of  evil.     So  this  land  of  ours 
The  men  from  other  lands  anew  endowers. 
But  grimly.    Many  by  the  wayside  drop. 
And  every  year  brings  a  new  dreadful  crop 
To  jail  and  poorhouse,  morgue  and  Potter's  Feld — 
This  is  the  tenement's  most  terrible  yield. 

(Tlo  be  .concluded  next  motif h.) 
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Superfluous  Organ. 

Our  readers  have  had  such  a  sufficiency  of 
reports  of  the  Zionists'  Congress  at  the  Hague 
in  the  daily  papers,  that  we  consider  it  un- 
necessary to  reproduce  them  in  our  publica- 
tion.— Jewish  Voice,  St.  Louis. 

Why  does  the  Jewish  Voice  make  its  ap- 
pearance at  all?  The  secular  press  gives  as 
much  attention  to  Jewish  events  as  St.  Louis 
reform  Jews  require,  if  not  more  than  enough. 
The  experiment  might  be  made  of  suspending* 
the  publication  of  the  Jewish  Voice  for  several 
weeks,  and  then  wait  for  a  call  that  it  be  re- 
vived. Dr.  Spitz  might  then  enjoy  a  good 
long  vacation. 


Dr.  Silverman  Repudiates  the  Pope. 
Dr.  J.  Silverman,  of  New  York,  is  terribly 
angry  with  the  Catholic  Pope,  who  lives  in 
Rome.  In  his  Yom  Kippur  sermon  he  de- 
nounced the  Pope's  dictum  "that  would  tend 
to  shunt  the  human  race  1,000  years  backward, 
and  that  makes  for  the  upholding  of  a  blind 
faith  that  can  never  bring  happiness  to  hu- 
manity." Why  Jews  should  be  interested 
in  the  encyclical  of  the  head  of  the  Catholic 
Church — and  especially  on  Yom  Kippur — only 
a  reform  and  anti-Zionist  rabbi  may  be  able 
to  tell  us.  But  it  is  safe  to  uphold  Judaism 
by  attacking  Catholicism;  that  is  a  little  better 
than  denouncing  Zionists  as  selfish  misleaders 
— and  the  Pope  lives  in  Rome. 


Killing  Rosenfeld. 
The  Jewish  press  is  so  bound  up  with  the 
love  of  the  past,  that  it  put  the  Yiddish  poet. 
Morris  Rosenfeld,  six  feet  "into  the  earth" 
with  the  greatest  satisfaction.  Inasmuch  as 
so  many  of  our  contemporaries  are  greatly 
disturbed  when  we  speak  of  a  distinct  Jewish 
life,  they  may  be  trusted  to  make  as  much  of 


a  Jewish  death  as  even  the  best  of  us  may 
expect.  Rosenfeld  expresses  the  wish  that  he 
may  be  permitted  to  write  the  obituary  of  the 
man  who  "killed  him."  Six  feet  deep  will  not 
be  enough  for  him. 


A  Double  Incompatibility. 

Dr.  Samuel  Schulman  goes  Mr.  SchifF  one 
better  in  his  opposition  to  Zionism.  You  may 
say  Zionism  is  incompatible  with  Americanism. 
Why,  it  is  contrary  to  Jewish  "teachings." 
How  can  a  Zionist  be  a  good  Jew?  The  men- 
tal disease  which  makes  this  possible  is  be- 
yond Dr.  Schulman's  analysis,  though  he,  too, 
like  Dr.  Silverman,  finds  '  the  selfishness  of 
leaders  at  the  bottom  of  all  the  trouble.  But 
whose  Jewish  teachings  is  Dr.  Schulman  think- 
ing of?  His  own,  or  Rabbi  Reiness'?  His 
own,  or  Dr.  Schechter's?  His  own,  or  the 
teachings  of  the  ages,  the  prayers  of  the  Jew- 
ish ritual?  His  own,  or  that  of  the  unbroken 
line  of  Jewish  tradition?  When  it  is  resolved 
into  its  own  elements,  it  will  be  found  that 
Dr.  Schulman's  personal  objection  to  Zion- 
ism, with  its  roots  in  the  temporary  German 
reform  aberration,  is  all  the  authority  he  can 
find. 

A  suggestion  may  be  pardoned :  It  is  not 
becoming  in  the  rabbi  of  Temple  Beth-El,  who 
has  had  some  ambition  to  occupy  the  pulpit 
of  Tempel  Emanu-El,  to  select  as  the  object 
of  his  personal  attack,  the  rabbi  of  Temple 
Emanu-El,  who  has  had  the  courage  and  the 
dignity  and  the  sincerity  to  stand  for  the 
principles  of  Zionism  in  that  important  posi- 
tion. Dr.  Schulman  may  be  a  good  "Ger- 
man" reform  rabbi,  but  he  has  not  assimilated 
as  yet  the  refinement  and  the  courtesy  which 
has  always  been  one  of  the  admirable  traits 
of  German  Jews. 
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DOCTOR  KOHN. 

A  Question  of  Honor:  A  Tragedy  of  the 
Present  Day,  in  Four  Acts.  By  Max  Nordau, 
translated  by  Mary  J.  Staiford.  (Luce  &  Com- 
pany, Boston,  1907.) 

This  translation  of  Dr.  Nordau's  play  of 
^'Dr.  Kohn,"  is  fairly  well  done.  It  will 
serve  to  bring  before  American  .readers  a 
drama  of  unusual  theatrical  power,  and  of 
great  significance  as  a  revelation  of  Ger- 
man life.  German  emancipation  has  not 
brought  the  Jew  nearer  to  the  German  in 
spite  of  a  willingness  to  merge  with  the 
general  culture.  It  has  simply  transferred 
the  problem  to  German  circles,  and  brought 
out  the  irreconcilable  differences  th\at  sepa- 
rate the  races.  The  willingness  of  the  Jew 
to  assimilate  is  not  questioned,  but  the  wil- 
lingness to  let  them  assimilate  is  in  doubt, 
Dr.  Nordau  has  brought  out,  with  deep  in- 
sight, the  re-action  of  the  Jew  when  the 
facts  are  brought  home  to  him.  The 
Moser  who  hides  under  the  skirts  of  an 
impecunious,  but  proud  Quincke  family, 
soon  discovers  that  in  order  to  remain  as- 
similated he  must  give  up  everything  his 
personal  dignity  bids  him  retain.  The 
drama  might  well  be  called  the  Tragedy  of 
Councillor  Moser,  for  in  reality,  it  is  his 
life  which  comes  to  a  tragic  ending. 

This  play  will  serve  a  good  purpose  if 
Zionists  will'  see  to  its  being  read  by  our 
friends,  the  enemy. 


ZANGWILL'S  COMEDIES. 

Ghetto  Comedies.  By  Israel  Zangwill. 
Macmillan's. 

Zangwill  has  written  these  sketches  for 
Jews,  and  the  Jews  are  not   at  all   thankful 


to  him  for  showing  up  their  faults  and  foibles 
in  a  satirical  manner.  That  is,  these  Jews 
whose  skins  are  as  thin  as  their  heads  are 
thick  will  find  objection  in  these  remarkably 
true  pictures  of  present  conditions  among  our 
people.  Like  the  Jewish  spirit,  the  tone  of 
these  sketches  is  far  from  restful;  one  feels 
a^  if  the  writer  had  been  on  a  jaunt  through 
the  world,  and  that  his  pen  shook  as  he  wrote; 
but  what  Zangwill  sacrifices  of  art,  he  makes 
up  for  in  intellectual  interest.  Though  the 
sketches  are  in  a  few  instances  incomplete 
and  serve  the  one  purpose  of  giving  the  writer 
an  opportunity  to  scintillate,  in  none  of  them 
is  there  a  lack  of  interest,  either  dramatic  or 
intellectual.  People  have  been  praising  Zang- 
will for  his  ''Children  of  the  Ghetto,"  in  which 
he  attempted  to  give  a  picture  of  Jewish  life 
for  the  edification  of  the  goyim,  but  in  these 
"Ghetto  Comedies"  he  has  been  writing  for 
the  Jews,  for  their  own  instruction  and  in- 
spiration, but  few  of  the  Jewish  reviews  of  the 
book  are  as  laudatory  as  those  which  greeted 
his  first  effort.  "Let  the  goy  applaud  you,  then 
our  praise  shall  not  be  lacking,"  seems  to  be 
the  motto  of  the  complacent  elements  of  our 
people. 


We  regret  to  announce  the  death  by  drown- 
ing, in  Germany,  of  the  wife  and  daughter  of 
Dr.  Alexander  Wolf,  a  member  of  the  Greater 
Actions  Committee,  and  a  prominent  Zionist 
of  St.  Louis.  Mrs.  Wolf  went  to  the  rescue 
of  her  daughter,  and  herself  met  with  death 
in  the  water.  Dr.  Wolf  has  been  spending  the 
summer  in  Germany,  where  he  went  to  pursue 
his  medical  studies,  and  he  is  prostrated  by 
the  catastrophe.  He  has  the  sympathy  of 
every  Zionist  in  his  breavement. 
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EDITORIALS 


It  must  surprise  Mr.  Schiff  to  find  so  many 
native  Americans  Jews  who  are  not  afraid 
that  their  Zionism  will  interfere  with  their 
American  citizenship. 

When  it  comes  to  an  issue  of  fact,  it  may  be 
found  that  our  young  American  Zionists  are 
probably  better  Americans  than  those  of  our 
brethren  who  with  the  German  still  thick  upon 
their  lips,  protest  their  American  patriotism 
from  the  housetops.  There  is  still  some  point 
to  old  Johnson's  protest,  that  patriotism  is 
the  last  refuge  of  a  scoundrel,  though  it  is  far 
from  our  purpose  to  make  invidious  distinc- 
tions. Yet  we  can  point  to  a  case  of  a  gen- 
tleman in  Philadelphia,  who,  when  the  bosses 
ruled  the  Quaker  city,  never  found  time  to 
say  one  word  of  protest  against  it,  and  who, 
when  a  fearless  rabbi  attempted  to  criticise 
the  grafters,  sought  to  suppress  his  speech.  It 
was  this  rabbi  who  never  missed  an  opportu- 
nity to  expound  his  "theory"  of  patriotism. 
Naturally,  he  was  opposed  to  Zionism. 


THE  "TOOLEYISM''  OF  DR.  SILVER- 
MAN. 
Dr.  Joseph  Silverman  has  reverted  to  the 
first  and  ancient  objection  to  Zionism.  The 
Zionist  leaders  are  agitators,  publishers  and 
land  speculators!  They  stir  up  unrest  and 
hope  to  delude  the  people,  but  they  have  not 
done  so,  for  the  Jewish  people  are  now  stren- 
uously opposed  to  the  idea  of  a  restoration  of 
the  Jewish  nation.  This  is  in  line  with  the 
enormous  conceit  of  those  American  Jews 
whose  Judaism  started  with  German  re- 
form Judaism.  They,  being  socially  and  econ- 
omically  members  of  the  leading  classes  in 
America,  represent  all  the  Jewish  people. 
Their  lackadaisical  dislikes  stand  for  Jewish 
opinion.     That   all   Russian   Jewry  would   be 


unanimously  in  favor  of  migration  to  Palestine^ 
if  political  restrictions  were  removed,  even 
non-Zionists  of  the  honest  class  will  admit 
If  th^  ports  of  Zion  were  open,  if  the  laws 
were  democratic,  if  industry  were  freed  from 
the  shackles  of  governmental  control  and  ex- 
ploitation, does  Dr.  Silverman  think  that  9 
majority  of  the  Jewish  people  would  persist 
in  refusing  to  recognize  their  nationality? 
Judaism  would  now  be  in  a  sad  state,  if  rep- 
resentatives of  the  type  of  Dr.  Silverman 
actually  spoke  for  the  Jewish  people.  In 
truth,  the  day  of  the  German  Jew  in  America 
h?s  passed,  and  now  it  is  the  Russian  Jew  who 
voices  the  hopes  and  ideals  of  the  Jewish  race. 
And  among  those  who  have  been  nurtured  by 
Jewish  sentiment,  whose  ties  with  the  Jewish 
past  have  not  suddenly  been  cut  away,  who 
have  in  them  something  of  Jewish  idealism, 
and  of  those  characteristics  that  have  made 
the  Jewish  people  worthy  of  the  heritage  of 
martyrdom,  you  will  not  find  one  to  echo 
the  sentiments  of  the  servile  panderer  to  Amer- 
ican assimilation. 


THE  YIDDISH  STAGE. 

In  the  history  of  every  people,  where  art 
has  flourished,  the  theatre  has  been  the  cen- 
ter from  which  radiated  great  national  vital- 
ity. 

In  France,  where  the  theatre  has  been  rec- 
ognized as  a  state  institution,  the  language, 
the  customs,  the  ideals  of  the  nation  have 
found  in  it  a  strong  expression,  and  from  its 
portals  has  gone  forth  an  educating  influence, 
which  has  been  as  potent  in  its  effect  as  that 
of  literature. 

One  would  have  good  reason  for  building 
upon  the  Yiddish  theatre  as  a  national  asset, 
for  the  Yiddish  theatre  depends  for  its  con- 
tinuance upon  the  immobility,  or  energy,  of 
the  national  elements  among  the  Jews.  The 
Yiddish  language,  the  essential  basis  of  the 
Yiddish  theatre,  cannot  hope  for  a  second 
lease  of  life  here  unless  there  is  a  Jewish  peo- 
ple using  it  to  meet  the  requirements  of  a  dis- 
tinct Jewish  Hfe. 

But  the  Yiddish  actors  and  managers  ^eem 
blind  to  the  future  of  their  profession.  They 
stand  by  complaisantly  while  the  very  ele- 
ments of  destruction  are  introduced,  and  they 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE     MACCABAEAN. 


169 


do  nothing  to  aid  in  that  movement  which 
means  their  salvation.  Plays  that  are  dis- 
tinctly assimilatory  have  had  and  do  have  the 
support  of  the  Yiddish  actors,  and  plays  that 
are  nationalistic  are  given  but  scant  attention. 
So  demoralized  has  the  Yiddish  theatre  be- 
come, because  of  these  destructive  tendencies, 
that  every  actor  looks  with  envious  eyes  upon 
the  foreign  stage,  where  each  hopes  to  make 
his  entrance.  The  success  of  a  Mme.  Kalich, 
the  debut  of  Jacob  Gordin  as  an  American 
dramatist,  has  brought  to  light  the  parlous 
state  of  the  Yiddish  drama  in  this  country. 
For  years  Mr.  Gordin,  an  avowed  assimilator, 
has  been  preaching  in  Yiddish  theatres,  and 
the  Yiddish  actors  have  not  appreciated  the 
fact  that  every  Gordin  success  is  another  nail 
in  the  coffin  of  the  Yiddish  theatre. 

The  failure  of  David  Kessler  on  the  Ameri- 
can stage  gives  us  hope  that  the  assimilatory 
tendencies  in  the  Yiddish  theatre  have  been 
checked.  Hereafter,  the  actor  and  manager 
will  have  to  give  heed  to  the  fact  that  their 
future  lies  with  the  Yiddish  drama,  and  that, 
unless  they  wish  to  abandon  their  profession, 
they  shall  have  to  attend  to  those  forces  in 
Jewish  life  that  are  working  for  the  strength- 
ening of  Jewish  consciousness.  It  remains 
for  us  Zionists  to  utilize  every  occasion  to 
point  out  to  the  Yiddish  acting  fraternity,  that 
their  future  is  bound  up  with  our  future,  and 
that  their  efforts  should  be  given  to  that  move- 
ment which  means  to  give  life  and  meaning 
to  every  Jewish  hope. 


THE  FEDERATION  PLAN. 

The  new  rule  adopted  at  The  Hague  Con- 
gress, which  entitles  3,000  shekel-payers  to  make 
application  to  the  Actions  Comite  for  rights 
as  a  federation,  and  which  does  not  limit  the 
residence  of  the  shekel-payers  to  any  one 
country,  secaas  to  be  an  abandonment  of  the 
accepted  principle  of  organization  of  the  Con- 
gress, to  wit,  that  the  organization  shall  be 
composed  of  federations  whose  jurisdictions 
extend  only  over  one  country. 

When  the  movement  was  first  organized,  k 
was  a  difficult  matter  to  enforce  the  national 
federation  principle,  but  as  Congress  after  Con- 
gress met,  it  was  found  that  the  organizations 


and  parties  adjusted  themselves  to  the  plan, 
and  it  was  the  hope  of  western  Zionists  that  in 
a  iew  years  the  principle  would  be  fixed  and 
unalterable.  But  with  the  growth  of  the  Poala 
Zion  party,  there  seemed  to  arise  a  steady  op- 
position to  the  theory,  and  now,  owing  prob- 
ably to  the  lack  of  foresight  of  the  delegates  to 
The  Hague  Congress,  that  party  has  succeeded 
in  bringing  about  a  complete  reversal  of  the 
position  for  which  our  American  Federation,, 
among  others,  fought  for  many  years. 

The  scheme  of  national  federations  has  in 
its  favor  every  argument  that  may  be  ad- 
vanced for  systematic,  economical  propaganda. 
A  Federation  which  covers,  say,  the  United 
States,  has  the  question  of  language  reduced 
to  its  least  difficult  phases,  territorial  possibili- 
ties are  known  and  taken  account  of,  and  the 
work  of  propaganda  may  be  conducted  with 
the  least  amount  of  energy.  The  Actions- 
Comite  also  has  dealings  with  a  compact  mass 
of  Zionists,  whose  qualifications  can  be  ascer- 
tained, and  with  whom  correspondence  may  be 
conducted  in  a  practical  and  definite  manner. 

Again,  the  Federations  have  hitherto  been 
free  from  all  party  bias  and  animosities  in  their 
propaganda  work.  A  Zionist  in  America  knew 
that  there  was  one  organization  in  which  Zion- 
ists of  ajl  shades  of  opinion  were  united,  and 
thus  little  or  no  party  rancour  was  engen- 
dered by  the  activities  of  the  Federation. 
Under  the  new  plan,  the  Federations  will  ulti- 
mately, if  the  plan  succeeds,  become  party  or- 
ganizations, and  the  Zionist  movement,  in- 
stead of  being  a  union  of  Zionists  whose  party 
influences  are  minimized  as  much  as  possible, 
will  become  a  federation  of  definite  parties, 
lacking  that  hberality  of  ideas,  and  univer- 
sality of  scope,  which  alone  can  bring  the  best 
results. 

We  deplore  the  fact  that  the  Congress  has 
seen  fit  to  abandon  the  wiser  system  at  the 
behest  of  a  party  which  has  few  numbers, 
though  it  is  for  the  time  being  quite  active 
and  alert.  It  would  have  been  much  better 
to  cling  to  the  old  system,  which  had  gradually 
proved  its  value.  It  remains  to  be  seen,  how- 
ever, whether  the  Actions  Comite  will  give  its 
sanction  to  any  federation  based  on  the  appli- 
cation of  shekel-payers  scattered  over  three 
continents. 
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THE  ADVANCE  OF  ZIONISM, 
The  recent  controversy  between  Reform 
Judaism  and  Zionism  was,  indeed,  a  very  un- 
pleasant affair,  and  especially  painful  to  one 
who  professes  both  Zionism  and  Reform  Ju- 
daism. 

But  one  cannot  help  feeling  that  some  good 
has  come  out  of  it  all.  The  worst  thing 
for  a  movement  is  not  opposition  but  indif- 
ference. Opposition  never  harms  an  honest 
and  well-founded  movement.  On  the  contrary, 
it  benefits  it.  That  Zionism  is  to-day  not  far- 
ther than  it  is  and  is  weaker  in  this  country 
than  it  is  abroad  is  mainly  because  it  has  not 
had  enough  interested  opponents  here.  Disin- 
terestedness and  indifference  have  marked  the 
attitude  of  the  "antis."  The  movement  has 
longed  for  honest  reasoning  and  reasonable 
antagonists.  It  has  yearned  for  thinking  people 
who  would  make  a  thorough  study  of  its  aims 
and  ideals  and  oppose  these,  if  at  all,  on  prin- 
ciple. 

And  this  is  what  the  recent  controversy  has 
accomplished.  It  has  aroused  the  interest  of 
the  thinking  public.  It  has  pointed  out 
our  supposed  weak  points  and  has  thus 
thrown  the  strong  traits  into  bolder  relief 
It  has  given  us  the  opportunity  of  6orrecting 
mistaken  notions  and  has  brought  out  the 
fact  that  the  real  strength  of  the  project  by  far 
outweighs  its  ascribed  weaknesses. 

These  facts  were  brought  to  bear  upon  me 
at  the  last  Rabbinical  conference,  when  I 
learned  that  about  one  third  of  the  number  of 
rabbis  present  had  become  favorably  dis 
posed  to  Zionism.  The  fact  that  twelve  rab 
bis  signed  a  message  of  greeting  and  good 
wishes  to  the  convention  at  Tannersville  (and 
I  am  in  a  position  to  know  that  as  many  more 
would  have  affixed  their  names  to  the  mes- 
sage were  it  not  for  the  apprehension  that 
too  much  capital  might  be  made  of  it  at  such 
a  time),  proves,  I  think,  my  contention.  The 
fact  also  that  "Hatikvoh,"  the  national  Zion- 
ist hymn,  was  sung  several  times  at  the  con- 
ference hall,  clearly  shows  the  extent  of  our 
gain  during  the  past  few  months. 
Of   course,   it   must   not   be   supposed   that 


the  central  conference,  as  such,   has  become 
Zionistic,  nor  that  those  who  have  led  in  the 
attack  on  the  movement  have  now  come  over 
into  our  camp.    But  it  is  safe  to  say  that  all 
those    rabbis    who   had   previously   not   given 
Zionism  any  time  or  thought  and  who  had, 
therefore,  formed  no  opinion,  have  lately  be- 
come imbued  with  our  hopes  and  aspirations. 
It  is  true  that  it  was  mainly  the  younger 
men  into  whose  ranks  the  movement  has  made 
many  and  great  inroads.     But     an  ideal  al- 
ways appeals  more  to  the  young  than  it  docs 
to  the  old,  and  this  characteristic,  even  our 
bitterest    opponents    do    not    attempt    to    take 
from  us,  namely,  that  we  strive  for  an  ideal. 
After  all,  a  people  that  has  waited  for  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  thirty-seven  years  can  af- 
ford to  work  and  wait  a  little   longer  until 
Zionism  will  become  a  movement  for  all  the 
Jews,  of  all  the  Jews,  and  by  all  the  Jews. 

Mendel  Silber. 


THE  AMERICAN  JEWISH  COMMITTEE. 
We  revert  to  this  organization  for  the  pur- 
pose of  pointing  out  that  it  still  owes  Amer- 
ican Jewry  an  explanation  of  its  failure  to 
adopt  a  democratic  scheme  of  representation, 
which  was  unofficially  promised  last  spring. 
If  it  has  done  any  good  work,  the  records  are 
safely  col d-stor aged,  and  the  Jewish  people  do 
not  know  of  it.  A  reading  of  its  minutes  docs 
not  betray  remarkable  application  to  the  prob- 
lems it  had  undertaken  to  solve.  The  record 
shows,  aside  from  appeals  for  the  succor  of 
distressed  European  Jews,  a  mass  of  unre- 
quited endeavor  decorated  with  graceful  and 
entertaining  reports. 

But  no  amount  of  successful  work  will  viti- 
ate the  evil  in  the  undemocratic  system  of  rep- 
resentation, which  the  Committee  has  seen  fit 
to  adopt.  From  our  point  of  view  the  largest 
service  the  Committee  may  perform  for  Amer- 
ican Jewry  is  that  of  establishing  a  demo- 
cratic, responsible  committee,  delegated  with 
power  to  apply  itself  to  Jewish  effort.  No 
amount  of  secret,  semi-diplomatic,  "hush-and 
admire"  work  will  do  away  with  the  radical 
objection  Zionists  must  have  to  the  Commit- 
tee. 
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FROM   OUR  PALESTINE  CORRESPONDENT. 

Jaffa,  August  29. — All  is  quiet  now  at  Jaffa. 
Immigration  has  decreased  with  the  slight 
pause  in  Russian  programs.  This  fact  shows, 
imfortunately,  that  the  Jew  must  be  beaten 
and  pillaged  in  order  to  set  him  to  thinking 
about  Palestine.  Those  who  are  already  here 
and  have  not  yet  chosen  what  business  to  be- 
gin, are-  eagerly  awaiting  the  decisions  of  the 
Hague  Congress.  Many  are  looking  toward 
the  establishment  of  an  agrarian  bank,  and,  in- 
deed, such  an  institution  would  not  only  bene- 
fit the  present  colonists,  but  would  encourage 
new-comers  to  invest  their  funds  in  land,  with- 
out the  fear  of  being  unable  to  complete  their 
undertakings.  Those  who  have  already  estab- 
lished business  are  thriving  steadily  and  have 
nothing  to  complain  of  Palestine. 

As  I  have  already  mentioned  in  a  previous 
letter,  the  local  government  is  doing  all  it 
can  to  impede  Jewish  progress,  especially  where 
the  persons  concerned  are  Turkish  subjects. 
Last  week,  by  order  of  the  Governor,  Jewish 
horses  and  carts  coming  from  the  colonies 
were  confiscated  on  the  plea  of,  covering  the 
vine  tax,  of  which  the  colonists  were  exempted 
by  the  Pheloxaria  disease  (now  alleged  to 
be  untrue).  Fortunately  one  of  the  wronged 
colonists  was  a  British  subject,  and  the  other 
a  German  subject,  and  before  their  respective 
consuls  had  time  to  make  presentations,  to  the 
Government,  the  confiscated  property  was  re- 
turned to  the  colonists  without  much  ado.  This 
state  of  affairs  cannot  continue,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  present  officials  of  the  local 
government  will  soon  be  transferred  else- 
where. 

There  is  now  eight  days'  quarantine  for  all 
persons  desiring  to  visit  Palestine,  and  this  is 
the  chief  cause  why  people  avoid  coming  here 
in  summer.  The  mails,  too,  arrive  and  depart 
irregularly,  and  business  is  much  impeded 
thereby. 


The  Colonies. 

RISHON   LE   zion. 

RisHON  LE  Zion,  August  30. — The  vintage  is 
almost  completed.  The  quality  has  been  re- 
duced by  a  third  this  year,  and  there  will  no 
more  be"  busy  scenes  in  the  caves.  The  cause 
of  this  reduction  is:  (a)  The  destruction  of 
many  vineyards;  (b)  only  a  few  of  th^  Recho- 
both  colonists  are  bringing  in  their  grapes  to 
Rishon,  as  the  majority  will  press  their  grapes 
in' the  new  cellar  of  Rechoboth,  the  building 
of  which  was  completed  recently.  The  colon- 
ists of  Petach  Tikvah  are  likewise  pressing 
their  grapes  in  their  own  cellar. 

An  incident  that  caused  much  alarm  oc- 
curred here  on  Sunday  last  A  dozen  or  more 
Arabs  made  a  raid  on  the  fields  of  the  col- 
ony with  the  intention  of  stealing  the  barley. 
Mr.  Schechevitz,  a  young  colonist,  who  was 
on  the  watch,  mounted  his  horse  and  bravely 
dispersed  them.  After  some  time  they  re- 
turned in  larger  numbers,  bent  on  stealing  the 
crop.  Mr.  Schechevitz  fired  a  few  random 
shots,  and,  seeing  that  such  methods  were 
futile,  he  shot  an  Arab  and  dangerously  wound- 
ed him.  Mr.  Schechevitz  then  spurred  his 
horse  homewards,  pursued  by  many  Arabs.  He 
reached  his  house,  ran  up  the  wooden  stairs, 
and  as  the  Arabs  began  to  ascend,  the  stairs 
gave  way  and  collapsed.  In  this  way  his  life 
was  saved.  Many  of  the  colonists  had  left 
the  colony  knowing  from  previous  experience 
what  to  expect  from  an  incident  such  as  this. 
A  special  courier  was  despatched  to  the  bank, 
and  a  wire  was  sent  to  Jerusalem  for  assis- 
tance. Some  of  the  bank's  officials,  accom- 
panied by  the  dragoman  of  the  Russian  con- 
sul, hurried  to  Katrah,  and  for  the  moment 
succeeded  in  pacifying  matters.  The  Russian 
laborers  and  all  members  of  the  Poalei  Zion 
having  heard  that  there  might  be  some  fighting 
to  do  with  the  Arabs,  all  marched  off  to  Kat- 
rah. However,  should  the  wounded  Arab 
die,    Mr.    Schechevitz    will   probably   have    to 
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leave  the  colony  for  some  time,  for  fear  lest 
the  relatives  of  the  deceased  kill  him  sud- 
denly and  unexpectedly.  Meanwhile,  all  is 
quiet  and  the  panic-stricken  colonists  have  re- 
turned to  their  homes. 

ROSH    PINAH. 

RosH  PiNAH,  August  30. — The  almond  trees 
here  have  not  been  as  fruitful  this  year  in  com- 
parison to  that  of  last  year,  but  the  price  has 
risen.  The  vintage  has  begun,  the  grapes 
are  of  good  quality,  but  the  price  has  fallen, 
the  cause  being  the  closure  of  the  vine  caves. 
The  majority  of  the  colonists  are  engaged  in 
making  raisins.  As  many  of  the  vines  are 
affected  with  the  Pheloxaria  disease,  many 
colonists  have  decided  to  plant  olives  next  year. 
As  for  barley,  this  year,  on  the  whole,  is  a 
good  one  for  Galilee.  Two  colonists  have  re- 
newed their  efforts  to  rear  silk  worms,  and 
the  experiment  has  been  successful.  There  is 
hope  that  many  colonists  will  follow  suit.  A 
library  has  recently  been  established  here,  and 
the  colonists  assemble  from  time  to  time  to 
read  newspapers  and  to  discuss  matters. 

JERUSALEM. 

Jerusalem,  August  30. — An  Irade  has  reached 
the  Pasha  direct  from  the  capital,  which  states 
that  investigations  are  to  be  made  concerning 
"Erd  Al-miri,"  or  uncultivated  land  that  has 
not  been  sowed  or  planted  for  three  successive 
years.  The  law  of  the  country  says  "that  all 
such  lands  are  to  be  sold  by  auction,  the  price 
of  which  is  retained  by  the  treasury.  This  or- 
der is  to  be  executed  at  once." 

A  commission  is  now  sitting  and  examining 
the  cattle  affected  with  disease.  Means  are  to 
be  taken  to  protect  them  from  the  Kinder  pest. 

Water  is  being  brought  to  Jerusalem  daily 
in  tanks  by  the  Jaffa- Jerusalem  Railway  Co., 
from  Betir. 

The  public  lecture  ball  was  opened  on  the 
8th  of  EIlul,  and  invitations  were  sent  out  by 
the  committee  to  all  influential  personages  of 
Jerusalem.  Among  the  speakers  were  Messrs. 
Eisenstadt  and  Luncz.  The  principal  object 
of  the  institution  is  "To  unite  Askena'zim, 
Sephardim,  Yemanites,  Bokharites  in  one  bond 


of  brotherhood,  and  to  speak  but  one  language 
—Hebrew." 


THE  YIDDISH  PRESS. 

We  appeal  to  Zionists  once  more  to  contrib- 
ute to  the  Yiddish  Press  Fund.  It  is  idle  to 
speak  of  Zionism  in  America  as  a  vital  move- 
ment unless  we  apply  ourselves  successfully  to 
the  task  of  establishing  a  Zionist  press,  compe- 
tent to  cover  the  activities  of  the  Jewish  people 
in  America.  We  shall  never  be  able  to  exer- 
cise that  influence  on  American  Jewish  life, 
which  it  is  our  duty  to  exercise,  unless  we 
have  an  alert  Zionist  press,  both  in  English  and 
in  Yiddish.  The  Maccabaean,  as  a  monthly 
magazine,  is  not  competent  to  discharge  this 
duty  effectively;  a  Yiddish  weekly  journal  i$ 
needed  to  complement  whatever  work  The 
Maccabaean  is  now  doing. 

Zionists  need  not  to  come  to  our  next  Con- 
vention with  charges  against  the  Federation 
for  its  neglect  of  a  Yiddish  press.  It  rests 
with  them  to  contribute  to  the  fund  a  suffi- 
cient capital,  with  which  the  weekly  may  be 
started.  After  several  months  of  activity,  the 
Yiddish  press  committee  reports  less  than  one 
thousand  dollars.  It  is  a  shame  that  so  en- 
thusiastic a  desire  as  was  given  expression  to 
at  the  last  Convention  should  mean  so  little 
in  actual  cash  value. 


In  commehioration  of  the  recent  Zionist 
Congress,  the  air  of  "Hatikvah"  is  now  being 
played  on  the  bells  of  the  principal  church  m 
The  Hague. 

Shalom  Ash,  the  well-known  Yiddish  play- 
wright and  novelist,  who  recently  visited  Pal- 
estine, recited  a  drama  of  his  before  a  large 
audience  at  Hotel  Carmel,  Jerusalem  last 
month.  After  his  reading,  he  was  presented 
with  a  beautiful  bouquet. 

The  Degel  Zion  Society,  of  Waterbury, 
Conn.,  organized  about  six  months  ago,  has 
applied  for  a  sub-charter.  This  society  has 
been  conducting  active  propaganda  in  the  in- 
terests of  the  Bezalel  and  of  the  Yiddish  Press 
Fund. 
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Collections  Recorded  in  the  Federation  Office 

August  30. 


National  Fund  Stamps. 

New  York,  Aug.  30,  1907. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.: 

N.  Prensky  $55.00 

Dorshei  Zion   20.00 

Dorshei  Zion   20.00 

Cash    50 

Office    1.00 

New  York: 

Hatechija    100 

Zionist  Council   20.00 

Poale  Zion    50.00 

Young  Austro-Hungarian  Zionists...  45.00 

Zion  Association 2.00 

Maccabaean  Pub.  Co. 2.00 

Zionist  Council 28.00 

Young  Austro-Hungarian  Zionists...  32.00 

Maccabaean  Pub.  Co 5.00 

Young  Austro-Hungarion  Zionists...  60.00 

Atereth ^  4.00 

Bnei  Levi  1.00 

•  Zionist  Council   18.00 

Cash    ,.  .10 

Kansas  City,  Mo.: 

Boney  Zion  50.00 

Brownsville,  N.  Y.  : 

Dcgel  Zion   3.00 

Degel  Zion 12.00 

Office    90 

Degel  Zion   24.00 

Degel    Zion    10.00 

Bedford  Station,  N.  Y.  : 

Montefiore  Zionist  Society 1.50 

Providence,  R.  I. : 

Patriots  of  Zion 30.00 

Rochester,  N.  Y.  : 

Zionist  Council   38.00 

Cash    20.00 

Chicago,  III. 

Office 56 

Order  Knights  of  Zion 60.00 

Order  Knights  of    Zion 50.00 

Platechija    20.00 

Stamford,  Conn.: 

L'Maan  Zion   10.00 

Norfolk,  Va.  : 


J.    Saks 2.50 

Portland,  Me.  : 

Degel  Zion   • 3.00 

Se.\ttle,  Wash.  : 

Sons  of  Zion 15.75 

Newark,  N.  J.: 

Bnai  &  Bnoth  Zion 10.00 

PUNXSUTAWNEY,    Pa.  : 

Bnai  Zion    3.00 

St.  Louis,  Mo.: 

Zionist  Council    25.00 

Office    2.90 

Maccabaean  Pub.  Co : 5.00 

Office 90 

Pittsburg,  Pa.: 

Zionist  Council   50.00 

Pawtucket,  R.  L: 

Boney  Zion 10.00 

Perth  Amboy,  N.  J.: 

Chovevi  Zion   5.00 

Paterson,  N.  J.: 

Atereth    '. 2.00 

Boston,  Mass.: 

Daughters  of  Zion 5.00 

Harry  Levenson 60.93 

L0UIS\TLLE,  Ky.  : 

Propaganda  Council 50.00 

Cleveland,  O.  : 

Zionist  Council 18.00 

Office    3.48 

Bradford,  Pa.: 

Rishon  UZion   3.00 

Cash 50 

Newport  News,  Va.: 

Bnai  &  Bnoth  Zion 1.50 

Washington,  D.  C.  :  ' 

Bnai  Zion   8.00 

Atlanta,  Ga.  : 

Ahawath 5.00 

Hartford,  Conn.: 

Bnai  Zion   15.00 

Cash    05 

Office    '. 21: 

Holyoke,  Mass.  : 

.Rodphey  Sholom 5,00 


Total 


.$984.58 
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NATIONAL    FUND    DONATIONS,   COL- 
LECTIONS, ETC. 
Kansas  City,  Mo.: 
Tiphereth    Zion,  Coll.  at  Herzl  Memor- 
ial   Mtg.    5.05 

New  York: 
Col.    M.    Abramson,   at    Shatuk    Brith 

Mill    5.05 

I.   M.  Rosenthal,  Tisha  B'Ab  Coll.  at 

1st  Roumanian  Synagogue  1.75 

Coll.  C.  Geduld    4.35 

Cleveland,  O.  : 

Zionist  Council,  Tisha  B'ab   Coll 36.89 

Zionist   Council,   Celebration  25th   An- 
niversary   of    founding    of    Colonies 

in  Palestine  12.25 

Burlington,  Vt.  : 
Coll.   at  Engagement  party   Miss  Jen- 
nie Sacks  and  Mr.  Wm.  Rosenthal.     7.45 
N.    F.    Box    collection    in    Federation 

Office    1.02 

Bangor,  Me.: 
Per    Dorshei    Zion,    Coll.     at    Picnic 
Zion  Camp  by  Max  Allen  and  Meyer 

Minsky    4.50 

FiTCHBURG,   Mass.: 

Coll.  per  Tiphereth  Zion   2.50 

Zanesville,  O.  : 

Coll.  by  Sigismund  Freilich   2.65 

Trenton,  N.  J.: 

Donation  by  Bnai   Zion 15.00 

Portsmouth,  Va.  : 

Collection  by  American  Zionists 15.00 

Seattle,  Wash.: 

Collection  N.  F.  Boxes  per  Bnai  Zion: 

J.  Rickles,  1.45;  B.  Gabriel,  200;  E. 

Dexter,  .70;  G.  Rickles,  .81 ;  H.  Mos- 

ler,    .35;    Fislerman    Bros.,    2.00;    J. 

Kaplan,  1.00;  total   8.31 

New  Brunswick,  N.  J. : 
Donation  by  Sons  and  Daughters  of  Z.  10.00 


$131.77 


/.  C.  r.  SHARES. 
New  York: 

I.  Weinstein   

Cleveland,  O.  : 

Dr.   B.   Levenberg    


5.00 


5.00 


GOLDEN    BOOK   ENTRIES, 
Boston,  Mass.: 
Per  H.  Levenson   


100.00 


PITTSBURG. 
The  Zionist  Council  of  Pittsburg  held  a  ban- 
quet on  September  5,  in  honor  of  Rabbi  A.  M. 
Ashinsky,  who  represented  the  Pittsburg  Zion- 
ists, at  the  Eighth  Zionist  Congress.  On  Sep- 
tember 15,  a  mass  meeting  was  held  at  the 
Zion  Institute,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the 
report  of  Rabbi  Ashinsky. 


ST.  LOUIS, 


The  Zionist  Council  of  St  Louis  has  dis- 
played great  activity  during  the  past  few 
months  in  making  propaganda  for  the  National 
Fund.  The  Council  remitted  almost  $400  to 
the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust  through  the  Fed- 
eration office  in  the  month  of  September.  This 
remittance  included  $195.32  fpr  donations  and 
collections  for  the  National  Fund,  $57.03  for 
the  Golden  Book  and  $41  for  olive  trees. 

Fourteen  shares  were  purchased  for  the  fol- 
lowing persons:  Harry  Goldman,  5  shares; 
Simon  Goldman,  5  shares;  Nechoma  Hurwitz, 
2  shares;  J.  Abramowitz,  1  share;  D.  Brar- 
man,  1  share. 


A  new  Zionist  Society  was  organized  in  Bal- 
timore among  the  West  End  Jews,  with  the 
name  of  West  End  Zionist  Association.  Mr. 
Hyman  Rothenberg  was  elected  President  and 
Mr.  Israel  Medanica,  Secretary.  The  society 
has  a  membership  of  thirty  members,  with  good 
prospects  of  getting  many  more.  Mr.  P.  Gor- 
don, Mr.  A.  Weinster  and  Mr.  Nathan  Soulu, 
of  the  Council,  were  present  at  the  first  meet- 
ing, and  installed  the  officers. 


$10.00 


A  public  meeting  was  held  on  Wednesday 
evening,  September  25,  conducted  in  the  He- 
brew language,  at  the  Educational  Alliance,  to 
mark  the  return  of  the  delegates  to  the  con- 
ference of  the  International  Union  of  Hebrew- 
Speaking  Societies,  held  at  The  Hague  in  con- 
nection with  the  Zionist  Congress.  The  main 
speakers  were  Dr.  L.  Kapolowitz  and  Prof.  H. 
Maker. 
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YIDDISH  PRESS  FUND  OF  THE  FED* 
ERATION. 

The  Yiddish  Press  Committee  acknowledges 
the  receipt  of  the  following  donations  and  sub- 
scriptions to  the  $5,000  fund  for  a  Yiddish 
weekly  organ  of  the  Federation,  received  in 
cash : 

New  York  Friends  of  Zion,  $57;  Hatechiah, 
$107.15;  Zion's  Kaempfer,  $20;  Atereth 
Zion,  $70;  Dr.  Herzl  Zion  Club,  $10;  Zion 
Association  of  G.  N.  Y.,  $10;  Carmel  Wine 
Co.,  $10;  Isaac  Allen,  $5;  Aaron  Grayzel,  $5; 
S.  Abel,  $5;  A.  Schneider,  $5;  M.  Abramson, 
$5;  J.  Luxenburg,  $1;  Adolph  Nathanson,  $2; 
P.  H.  Turberg,  $3;  Harry  B.  Kahn,  $1;  S.  J. 
Weinstein,  $1;  S.  Miller,  $1;  Herman  Harris 
$1;  T.  Tanenbaum,  $5;  Mephitze  Zion  Circle, 
$15;  B.  Cassel,  $2;  Degel  Zion,  Brownsville, 
$13. 

Perth  Amboy,  N.  J.— J.  Alpern,  $2. 

Pittsburg,  Pa.— Henry  Jackson,  $10.  Mrs. 
B.  Davis,  $5. 

Holyoke,  Mass. — Rodfe  Shlom  Zion,  $10. 

Rochester,  N.  Y. — Bnei  Zion,  $10;  Zionist 
Council,  $10;  Zion  Endeavorers,  $5. 

Newark,  N.  J. — Sons  and  Daughters  of 
Zion,  $10. 

Baltimore,  Md. — Southeastern  Zionists  Cotm- 
cil,  $15.50. 

Los  Angeles,  Cal. — Young  Zionists,  $10;  M. 
Block,  $10;  Ahawath  Zion,  $5. 

Boston,  Mass. — Daughters  of  Zion,  $5;  Ti- 
fereth  Zion,  $20. 

Providence,  R.   I.— Patriots  of  Zion,  $3.35. 

Louisville,  Ky.— J.  D.  Wolkoff,  $5;  Shapin- 
sky,  $5. 

Meridian,  Miss. — ^Rabbi  Max  Raisin,  $5. 

Jersey  City,  N.  J. — H.  Science,  $3. 

Greensburg,  Pa. — Bnei  Zion,  $5 ;  Kahanowitz, 
$5. 

Grand  Forks,  N.  D.— Ahawath  Zion,  $7. 

Pawtucket,  R.   L— Bonei  Zion,  $6.50. 

Cleveland,  O. — Sons  of  Zion,  $23;  Sisters 
of  Zion,  $10. 

Waterbury,  Conn. — Degel  Zion,  $5. 

Tannersville,  N.  Y.— Collection,  $8. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. — Friends  of  Zion,  $20;  Dr. 
B.  L.  Gordon,  $5. 

New  Britain,  Conn. — Sons  of  Zion,  $50. 

Total,  $673.45. 


OUTSTANDING  SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

New  York:  Dr.  J.  L.  Magnes,  $100;  Carmel 
Wine  Co.,  $540;  Zion  Association  of  G.  N.  Y., 
$40;  S.  Abel,  $5;  J.  Yohalen,  $5;  Young  Amer- 
ican Zionists,  $15;  D.^  Tanenbaum,  $20;  S. 
Druckerman,  $5;  J.  Luxenburg,  $4;  J.  Massel, 
$5;  L  Mirsky,  $5;  Osias  Nathanson,  $5; 
Adolph  Nathanson,  $3;  W.  Brauman,  $5;  H. 
D.  Goodman,  $5;  M.  W.  Norwalk,  $5;  Ph. 
Turburg,  $7;  M.  A.  Brodsky,  $5;  S.  Horo- 
witz, $5;  Harry  B.  Kahn,  $4;  Ph.  Hersh,  $5; 
S.  J.  Weinstein,  $4;  Duane  Press,  $5;  B.  Cohn, 
$5;  Dr.  H.  J.  Epstein,  $5;  L  Maltin,  $5;  N. 
Chasan,  $5;  H.  Harris,  $4;  B.  Cassel,  $3;  Ph. 
Margolin,  $5;  J.  D.  Andron,  $10;  M.  Abram- 
son, $5;  A.  Schneider,  $5;  M.  Rose,  $5;  L. 
Friedman,  $5;  G.  Miller,  $4.  Perth  Amboy, 
J.  Halpern,  $3;  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  Henry  Jack- 
son, $40;  Stamford,  Conn.,  H.  Newstad.  $5; 
Stamford,  Conn.,  Le  Maan  Zion,  $5;  New  Brit- 
ain, Conn.,  N.  Hirsch,  $5;  Camden,  N.  J., 
Camden  Zion  Society,  $5;  Hartford,  Conn., 
Bnai  Zion,  $10;  Baltimore,  Md.,  Dr.  H.  Fried- 
enwald,  $25;  Baltimore,  Md.,  Zion  Ass'n,  $25; 
Los  Angeles,  Cal.,  M.  Block,  $5;  Boston, 
Mass.,  Daughters  of  Zion,  $5;  Boston,  Mass., 
Zionist  Council,  $10;  Boston,  Mass.,  J.  de 
Haas,  $5;  Ft.  Worth,  Tex'.,  Ahawath  Zion, 
$25;  Troy,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  Herzl  Zion  Society,  $10; 
Chovevi  Zion,  $15;  Brooklyn,  Bnai  Zion,  $10; 
N.  Prensky,  $25;  Providence,  R.  L,  Patriots 
of  Zion,  $5 ;  L  Maas,  $5 ;  Louisville,  Ky.,  Zion- 
ist Council,  $15;  Philadelphia,  Friends  of 
Zion,  $30;  Maccabaean  Z.  S.,  ^5;  Dr.  B.  L. 
Gordon,  $20;  Hoboken,  A.  C.  Fischer,  $5;  Wa- 
terbury, Conn.,  Degel  Zion,  $20. 

Total  outstanding,  $726. 

ZIONISM:   A  Statement  to  the 
Christian  World 

Tor  Propaganda  among  Gentile  Bympathizers.    Elegantly 
printed. 

PRICE  15  Cents 

MACCABAEAN  PUB.  Co.»  547  Broadway,  N.  Y 

"W  ICE-VERSA," 

V     A  CHANUKA  PLAT  FOR  PURIH 

A  one-act  play  for  Jcwisli  Children  by  Louis  Lifsky 
Poblished  by  the  Junior  Literary  Brauch  of  the  Benai  and 
Benoth  Zion  Kadimah,  New  York. 

PRICK  15  C* Ats 
MACCABAEAN  PUB.  CO.,  547  Bro«V«y.  N.  Y. 
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FIRST  MEETING  OF  EXECUTIVE. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Executive  Commit 
tee  of  the  Federation  of  American  Zionists 
VfSLS  held  at  the  office  of  the  Federation,  108 
Second  avenue.  New  ¥ork,  on  Sunday,  August 
11. 

The  following  were  present:  Dr.  Harry 
Friedenwald,  in  the  Chair,  Mr.  S.  Abel,  Dr.  H. 
J.  Epstein,  Mr.  A.  H.  Fromenson,  Dr.  J. 
Friedlander,  Mr.  M.  Goodman,  Mr.  H.  New- 
stad,  Mr.  N.  Prensky,  and  Mr.  L.  Lipsky, 
Acting  Secretary. 

The  following  members  of  sub-committees 
were  present:  Propaganda  and  Organization. 
Abelow,  Chasan,  Ish-Kishor;  Maccabaean,  S. 
Robison;  National  Fund,  I.  M.  Rosenthal; 
Publication,  L.  A.  Kohn,  B.  G.  Richards,  Rabb. 
Max  Raisin;  Yiddish  Publication,  Dr.  Epstein 
and  Mr.  M.  Brodsky. 

Apologies  for  non-attendance  were  received 
from  Dr.  Max  Heller  and  Mr.  E.  Margolis. 
•  It  was  resolved  to  cable  to  Dr.  Magnes  that 
the  Executive  Committee  unanimously  favors 
"the  re-election  of  Mr.  Wolffsohn  as  President 
of  the  Actions  Comite. 

The  Acting  Secretary  brought  up  various 
resolutions  adopted  at  the  last  Convention  to 
the  attention  of  the  Committee. 

Resolution  to  apply  to  the  National  Fund 
Commission  for  a  rebate  of  5  per  cent,  on  all 
National  Fund  moneys  for  the  use  of  the  Na*- 
tional  Fund  Committee  was  referred  to  the 
National  Fund  Committee,  as  were  also  resolu- 
tions as  to  the  distribution  of  National  Fund 
boxes,  and  the  remittance  of  all  National 
Fund  moneys  by  the  societies  through  the  office 
of  the  Federation. 

Resolution  as  to  the  holding  of  a  general 
collection  for  olive  trees  on  the  15th  day  oi. 
Shvat  was  referred  to  the  Palestine  Committee 
with  power  to  act. 


Resolution,  outlining  the  work  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Education,  was  referred  to  the 
Chairman  of  that  Committee. 

The  following  committee  was  appointed  lo 
secure  the  services  of  a  Yiddish  secretary,  in 
accordance  with  a  resolution  of  the  Conven- 
tion ^  Messrs.  Abel,  Fromenson,  Dr.  Epstein 
and  Dr.  Magnes.  Upon  recommendation  oi 
Dr.  Epstein,  the  committee  was  authorized  to 
engage  Mr.  M.  Laser sohn. 

Messrs.  Lieberman  and  Fromenson  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  for  the  carrying  out  of 
a  Convention  resolution  that  places  suitable 
for  the  holding  of  the  next  Convention  be 
investigated,  and  that  results  of  such  investi- 
gatios  be  submitted  to  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee. The  Committee  was  instructed  to  insert 
a  notice  in  The  Maccabaean,  asking  for  sug- 
gestions from  societies  and  individual  Zionists 
in  this  regard. 

The  Acting  Secretary  reported  that  a  letter 
had  recently  been  received  from  the  Actions 
Comite,  calling  attention  to  irregularities  in  the 
election  certificates  of  delegates  to  the  Con- 
gress. It  appeared  that  many  of  the  certifi- 
cates contained  only  the  number  of  persons 
constituting  the  Shekel  Group,  and  did  not 
show  the  actual  number  of  votes  cast.  The 
Actions  Comite  therefore  questioned  the  legal- 
ity of  the  elections.  The  Acting  Secretary  re- 
plied to  the  effect  that  Shekel  Groups  had,  in 
every  case,  been  constituted  of  at  least  200 
Shekel-payers,  that  the  elections  had  been  str 
cret  and  direct  in  every  case,  and  that  demand 
that  the  actual  number  of  votes  cast  in  each 
election  be  given,  had  not  been  made  in  time  to 
make  compliance  possible.  The  letter  of  the 
Actions  Comite,  together  with  a  copy  of  the 
reply,  were  sent  to  Dr.  Magnes,  in  order  that 
he  might  make  further  explanation  to  the  Ac- 
tions   Comite,     if     necessary.      The     Actions 
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Comite  was  referred,  also,  to  Dr.  Magnes  foi 
further  details. 

Mr.  Fromenson  presented  report  for  tht 
Propaganda     and     Organization     Committee, 

The  Executive  Committee  approved  the  ef 
forts  of  the  Propaganda  Committee  to  obtain 
the  services  of  a  suitable  Yiddish  agitator. 

The  suggestion  of  the  Propaganda  and  Or 
ganization  Committee  for  the  calling  of  a  gen- 
eral convention  of  the  presidents  and  vice 
presidenfi  of  the  New  York  congregations  dur- 
ing the  winter,  was  approved,  and  referred 
back  with  tfte  request  that  the  plan  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Executive  Committee  with  full 
details. 

Mr.  Abel,  as  Chairman  of  the  Yiddish  Pub- 
lication Committee,  presented  a  report,  which  is 
herewith  appended.  Report  of  Committee  was 
accepted,  and  the  Chairman  was  authorized  to 
publish  Yiddish  report  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Congress  in  pamphlet  form  immediately 
after  the  Congress,  such  report  not  to  cost 
more  than  $50. 

It  was  the  sense  of  the  meeting  that  no  dis- 
position be  made,  for  the  present,  of  the  funds 
collected  at  the  Convention. 

The  appointment  of  a  committee  to  take 
charge  of  the  arrangements  for  the  She. i el  Col- 
lection was  authorized. 

Motion  was  made  and  carried  that  the  Sec- 
retary communicate  with  the  Union  of  Ortho- 
dox Hebrew  Rabbis,  requesting  them  to  make 
a  public  appeal  to  the  Jews  of  this  country, 
through  the  Yiddish  press,  for  the  purchase  of 
Ethrogim  grown  in  Palestine. 


REPORT  OF  THE  YIDDISH  PUBLICATION  COMMITTEE. 

The  Yiddish  Publication  Committee  has  met 
four  times  since  the  last  Convention.  The  at- 
tendance was  as  follows:  Mr.  Abel,  4  t'mes; 
Dr.  Epstein,  3  times;  Mr.  Maltin,  2  times 
(left  for  The  Hague  after  the  third  meeting)  ; 
Dr.  Wortsmann,  1  time  (left  the  city  afier  the 
first  meeting)  ;  Mr.  Chasan,  by  invitation,  2 
times. 

The  Committee  has  issued  Circular  Letter 
No.  4  in  Yiddish  (3,500  copies),  urging  the  so- 
cieties to  comply  with  the  resolution  of  the 
last  Convention,  requiring  each  to  subscribe 
for  at  least  5  shares  of  Yiddish   Publication 


stock,  at  $5  each,  and  suggesting  to  them  vari- 
ous ways  for  the  raising  of  money  for  the 
Publication  Fund.  An  English  translation  of 
this  circular  has  appeared  in  the  August 
Maccabaean.  We  had  also  printed  10,000  sub- 
scription blanks.  The  circular  and  the  sub- 
scription blanks  have  recently  been  forwarded 
to  the  councils  and  societies  through  the  Fed- 
eration office.  The  committee  has  also  ordered 
the  printing  of  2,000  copies  of  a  letter  in  Eng- 
lish, written  by  Mr.  Lipsky,  appealing  to  indi- 
vidual Zionists  for  subscriptions  to  the  fund. 
This  letter  will  be  mailed  to  individual  Zion- 
ists and  sympathizers  all  over  the  countr>'. 

The  Committee  has  decided  that  the  name 
of  the  corporation,  to  be  formed  in  accordance 
with  the  resolution  of  the  last  Convention, 
shall  be  "Zion  Press  Association."  Steps  were 
taken  to  apply  for  a  charter  in  the  near  fu- 
ture. 

We  beg  to  report  the  following  remittances: 
Bnai  and  Bnoth  Zion,  Newark,  N.  J... $10.00 

Zion's   Kaempfer,   N.   Y 20.00 

Tiphereth  Zion,  Boston 10.00 

Zionist  Council  of  Rochester  10.00 

Philip  Turberg,  New  York 3.00 

The  following  new  subscriptions  were  re- 
ceived: New  York,  S.  Druckerman,  $5.(X);  Ph. 
Turberg,  $10.00;  S.  Abel,  $10.00;  M.  A.  Brod- 
sky,  $5.00;  Dr.  H.  Epstein,  $5.00;  I.  Maltin. 
$5.00;  N.  Chasan,  $5.00. 

The  Committee  has  decided  to  co-opt  Mr. 
Nathan  Chasan  and  Mr.  Jacob  Massel,  of  New 
York,  as  members  of  the  Yiddish  Publication 
Committee. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  Abel, 
Chairman, 


Plnsker^s    Auto-Emandpatloii 

Tnmalated  for  Th«  Maccabaea^f 
By  D.  S.  Blondheim 

Orders  are  lunv  being  received 

Paper  Covers  -         -         -  15  cents 

In  quantities  of  100  or  more  -         -       1 10.00 
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FEDERATION  RECEIPTS  FOR  THE  NA- 
TIONAL FUND. 

FROM  JUNE  19,   1907  TO  JULY  31,   1907. 
National  Fund  Stamps. 

Chicago,  Ilu 

Hatechija    10.00 

Hatechija    25.00 

Order  Knights  of  Z 100.00 

New  York. 

Poale  Zion  50.00 

Zionist  Council   1.00 

Cash    4.10 

M.  Alexander l.OD 

Young       Austro  -  Hungarian 

Zionists     10.00 

Maccabaean    Pub.    Co 1.00 

Atereth  Zion   lO.CO 

I.  M.  Rosenthal 1.00 

Zionist  Council    165.00 

Maccabaean  Pub.  Co. 3.00 

R.   Goldstein    l.OD 

Atereth  Zion  1.00 


S.  London  2.00 

Zionist  Council    71.00 

Federation  Office   7.50 

Cleveland,  O. 

Zionist  Council    15.00 

New  Orleans,  La. 

Ohavei  Zion  2.00 

Augusta,  Ga. 

G.  Tunkle  1.45 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 

B'nai   Zion    5.00 

Baltimore,  Md. 

South  Eastern  Council 75.00 

Brownsville,  N.  Y. 

Degel  Zion 10.00 

Troy,  N.  Y. 

Herzl  Zion  Literary  So 5.00 

Zionist  Council  of  Conn 5.03 

Scran  TON,  Pa. 

Chovevi    Zion    9.50 

Paterson,  N.  J. 

Atereth  Zion    6.00 


pure   condensed    milk 

lion   brand 


Condensed  Milk 

and 

Evaporated    Cream 

BEST    FOR     FAMILY     U&h 

Guaranteed  Absolutely  Pure 

NOT  A   CHEAP  milk  and  cream, 

but  always  safe  and  reliable  for  babies 

ALWAYS  THE  SAME 

Write  for  Booklet 

SAVE     THE     LABELS 

TRY  A  CAN.     DO  IT  NOW 

NEW  YORK 


L^onBrakd 


Mdensed  MP' 


91    Hudson  Stteett 


U.  S.  Serial  No.  3169  guaranteed  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  June  80,  1906. 
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Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

N.  Prensky  6.00 

Norfolk,  Va. 

B'nai  Zion  Alliance 10.00 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Friends  of  Zion 30.00 

Cincinnati,  O. 

N.  T.  Isaacs  7.10 

Lafayette,  Ind. 

N.  Abramson  1.00 

Federation  Office    6.00 

national  fund  donations. 
Utica,  N.  Y. 

Sons  of  Zion   12.25 

New  York. 
Coll.   by   Young  Austro-Hun- 
garian    Zionists    at    Pinas- 

Werbel   Wedding   ^..     8.85 

Coll.  at  Brith  Millah  4.00 

Coll.  by  Dr.  I.  Friedlander  at 
Brith  Millah  son  of  Bertram 

Lebhar,    April   28 5.00 

Cash  Collection  at  Convention.  17.50 
Coll.     by    Rev.     Ratschin     at 

Kaplan  Brith  Millah   1.25 

Congregation  Jehuda    Halevy 

Tisha  B'ab  Collection   6.00 

Hatechija    10.00 

Young      Austro  -  Hungarian 
Zionists,   New   York.     Coll. 
N.  F.  Box  Tillie  Teller....     2.50 
Cash  Collection    at    party    of 
Mrs.   Florentina  Rodner    . .    4.35 
Des  Moines,  I  a. 

Per  F.  Brody 5.55 

Cleveland,  O. 

Leiser  Levin    1.00 

S.  Cohen- at  Pilyin  Ha-ben..     5.00 
Portsmouth,  Va. 

American  Zionists    15.00 

Norfolk,  Va. 
Bnei    Zion    Alliance,    Coll.    at 
Herzl  Memorial  Meeting  . .   13.68 
East  St.  Louis,  III. 

Coll.  by  New  Society 2.25 

Sharon,  Pa. 

Tiphereth  Zion 5.00 

Washington,  D.  C. 


Young  People's  Uz  5.00 

Atlanta,  Ga. 

Ahawath  Zion   15.00 

Baltimore,  Md. 

S.  Blaustein   1.00 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

Coll.  per  Melzer  and  Frucht- 
garten    13.75 

$153.93 

E.  Lampert,  $1.00;  I.  Beck,  $.50;  Jos.  Cohen, 

$.25;  Sol.  Linder,  $.25;  Chas.  Smolensky, 
$558.65  550;    w.    Fruchtgarten,    $.50;    Newman 

Bros.  $.75;   W.   Dichter,  $.50;   Mr.   Han- 
dell,  $.25;  N.  Klein,  $.25;  Mr.  Kesselman. 
$1.00;     Mr.    Moldauer,    $1.00;     Roseman 
Bros.,  $1.00;  The  Club,  $1.00;  Congrega- 
tion Ohab  Zedek,  $4.48;  total,  $13.75. 
golden   book   entries. 
Philadelphia,  Pa. 
"Sol    Frank,"    by    Friends    of 

Zion    $50.03 

Brownsville,  N.  Y. 

Degel  Zion   50.00 

Cleveland,  O. 

Zionist  Council  of  Cleveland.  51.00 
Houston,  Tex. 

Herzl  Zion  Society   50.00 

Rochester,  N.  Y. 
"Saull     Carson,"     by     Zionist 

Council  of  Rochester 50.00 

New  Britain,  Conn. 
"Eighth.  Zionist  Congress/*  by 
Bnai  Zion 50.00 

$:oi.oo 

federation     sale    of    JEWISH    COLONIAL    TRUST 
SHARES. 

Brownsville,  N.  Y. 

David  Rabinowitz  $5.00 

Pauline  Rabinowitz    5.00 

Miriam  Finklestein 5.00 

Rose  Lubel  5.00 

Degel  Zion   5.24 

Grand  Forks,  N.  D. 

Ahawath  Zion   50.00 

_     D.  Lazzar  5.00 

New  York. 

D.  Brenner  , 5.00 

$85.2* 
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ZIONIST    COUNCIL    OF   BOSTON. 

There  is  a  corisiderable  discussion  going  on 
now  among  Zionists  and  non-Zionists  relative 
to  the  establishment  of  a  branch  of  the  Jewish 
Colonial  Trust  in  Boston.  It  seems  to  be  quite 
favorably  approved  of  by  the  Jews — the  having 
of  the  establishment  of  such  a  branch  in  their 
rnidst.  This  matter,  being  under  considera- 
tion at  a  meeting  of  the  Zionist  Executive 
Committee  of  the  Zionist  Council,  was  thor- 
oughly discussed  and  it  was  decided  that  the 
President  of  the  Council  should  appoint  a 
committee  of  three  to  be  known  as  the  Com- 
mittee on  Bank,  who  shall  investigate  and  re- 
port from  time  to  time  on  the  possibility  of 
establishing  a  branch  of  the  Jewish  Colonial 
Trust  in  Boston.  According  to  the  laws  of 
the  State  of  Massachusetts  it  is  required  that 
the  capital  must  be  Two  Hundred  Thousand 
Dollars.  The  following  were  appointed  on 
the  committee:    Henry  H.  Levenson,  L.  Po- 


kroisky,    chairman    of    the    Jewish     National 
Fund,  and  Mr.  Isaac  Harris. 


THE  NATIONAL  FUND  COMMITTEE. 
The  National  Fund  Committee  has  an- 
nounced that  it  has  National  Fund  boxes  on 
hand  for  distribution  in  Jewish  homes.  These 
boxes  are  handsomely  made  in  the  form  of 
books,  and  bear  the  inscription  "Jewish  Na- 
tional Fund."  Distribution  of  these  boxes  is 
being  made  through  the  societies,  which  have 
been  instructed  to  collect  the  monies  from 
these  boxes  on  the  first  days  of  the  months  of 
October,  January,  April  and  July. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
Sol  W.,  Chicago. — Your  letter  is  too  long, 
and  it  covers  matter  which  is  of  slight  interest 
to  Zionists  in  general.  Letters  ought  not  to 
contain  more  than  three  to  five  hundred  words 
unless  they  bear  on  matters  of  general  and 
immediate  interest. 


Intending  purchasers  of  a 


strictly  first-class  Piano 
should  not  fail  to 
examine  the  merits  of 


'"''^-c..,   ■ 


THE    -WORI^D    RENOWNED 

SOHMEH 

It  is  the  special  favorite  of  the  refined  and  cultured  musical  public  on  account  of  its  unsurpassed 
tone-quality,  unequalled  durability,  elegance  of  design  and  finish.   Catalogue  mailed  on  application. 
Special  Designs  made  to  order  to  conform  with  any  period. 

Tbe  Sobmer-Cecilian  Inside  Pla^rer  Starpasses  All  Otbers 
.   Favorable  Terms  to  Reapoiuible  Parties 

SOHMER    &    COMPANY 

Wareroonu  Cor.  5th  Avenue,  22d  Street,  NEW  YORK 
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ZIONIST   FLAG    ON    CITY    BUILDING. 


(From  the  Savannah  Morning  News.) 

For  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  Savan- 
nah a  flag  of  Zion  flies  from  a  pubHc  building. 

It  is  probably  the  first  time  that  this  com- 
pliment has  ever  been  paid  to  the  Jewish  citi- 
zens of  any  city  of  the  South,  and  the  compli- 
ment to  the  race  comes  from  the  labor  unions 
of  Savannah. 

Directly  between  the  two  figures  in  the  cen- 
ter of  the  City  Hall  is  suspended  a  flag  famil- 
iar to  but  few  people.  It  is  a  standard  of 
pure  white  background,  with  blue  borders,  and 
two  blue  stripes.  In  the  centre  of  the  banner 
is  the  historic  shield  of  David.  It  is  the  ban- 
ner of  the  Zionist  organization  and  will  to-day 
be  viewed  with  great  interest  by  Savannah's 
Hebrew  citizens. 

The  decoration  was  ordered  by  Mayor  Tied- 
man  on  suggestion  of  Deputy  City  Marshal 
Wilkie  Brown,  who  is  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
chinists' Union  and  an  enthusiastic  worker 
in  the  cause  of  organized  labor,  and  the  work 
of  decoration  was  done  by  Mr.  Brown  and 
R.  W.  Ferguson,  custodian  of  the  building. 

The  city  had  in  its  possession  flags  of  the 
great  nations  of  the  world  and  Mr.  Brown 
planned  to  use  these  standards  in  his  decora- 
tive effects.  He,  however,  called  to  mind  that 
although  the  nationality  of  practically  every 
citizen  of  Savannah  was  represented  in  his 
flag  collection,  there  was  no  flag  for  the  He- 
brews, among  the  most  prominent  of  Savan- 
nah's-p£Qpk^.and_wha  ha\£__been_jCQnsiderate_ 
of  the  union  men  in  their  preparations  for 
Labor  Day. 

Mr.  Brown  spoke  to  Mr.  Jonathan  Stern, 
of  the  marshal's  ofl!ice,,  who  Ts  president  of  the 
Zionist  organization  in  Savannah,  of  his  di- 
lemma. Mr.  Stern  immediately  offered  to  as- 
sist him  and  furnished  him  with  the  flag  of 
Zion  that  now  flies  from  the  City  Hall. 

The  handsome  municipal  building  is  al- 
ready decorated  for  the  day.  The  federal 
flag  is  flying  from  the  top  of  the  flag  pole  and 
beneath  it  is  the  flag  of  Savannah,  while  from 
guy  strings  on  either  side  of  the  mast  hang 
the  flags  of  Ireland,  France,  Italy,  Germany, 
Spain  and  Great  .Britain,  while  on  the.  center 
of  the  building  is  the  flag  of  Zion.    From  every 


window  small  United  States  flags  will  be  fly- 
ing this  morning,  while  a  profusion  of  bunt 
ing  will  also  be  used. 


THE  YO  UNG  A  USTRO-HUNGARIAN 
ZIONISTS, 
This  energetic  society  has  again  begun  its 
work  with  a  systematic  activity  in  behalf  of 
the  National  Fund.  During  the  week  of 
Tishi  b'Ab,  the  members  engaged  in  a  house- 
to-house  canvass,  and  then,  preceding  Rosh 
Hashonah,  sold  stamps  to  the  schuls  and  other 
organizations.  The  society  will  enlarge  the 
scope  of  its  lecture  course  for  the  winter.  Its 
club  rooms  are  on  Pitt  street.  On  Thursday 
evening,  September  26,  a  benefit  performance 
was  given  of  Tchirikow's  "The  Jews,"  at  the 
People's  Theatre  by  Boris  Thomascheffsky, 
which  netted  quite  a  sum.  The  performance 
of  this  play  for  Zionists  is  one  of  the  best 
means  of  propaganda.  Zionist  societies  should 
see  to  it  that  whenever  they  take  a  benefit  at 
the  Yiddish  theatres  a  Zionist  play  is  pro- 
duced. Tchirikow's  play  is  a  good  one;  it  is 
in  the  repertoire  of  Mr.  Thomascheffsky. 
Sholom  Asch's  "Moschiach's  Zeiten,"  or  "The 
Dream  of  My  People,"  is  in  the  repertoire  of 
Jacob  P.  Adler,  and  Goldfaden's  "Bar  Koch- 
ba"  is  played  by  all  the  companies.  Zionists 
ought  to  utilize  the  Yiddish  theatre  more  fre- 
quently. 

mtt  mit—%^t  Woxvn 

.  VOL.X. 

*•  Die  Welt"' Is  the  tjtcial  organ  ot  the  Zionist 
Movement. 

"Die  Welt**  slves  a  complete  report  of  the  de- 
velopments of  the  Inner  and  outer  Zionism  and 
an  account  of  the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust,  National 
Fund,  etc. 

Subscription  price:  |3.49  for  one  year;  |1.70 
for  6  months;  85c.  for  S  months;  (payable  In 
advance). 

.    For  Information  and  subscription  In  U.  8.  apply 
to 

THE   MACCABAEAN   PUB.  CO 

547  Broadway. 

or 

MICHAEL  BROWN 

IfflS  S.  IStk  Street  PIdladelplda 
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A  LAND  PURCHASE, 
A  foreign  correspondent  of  the  Jewish  Com- 
ment reveals  "an  important  proposal"  which 
was  to  have  been  brought  before  the  Congress 
at  The  Hague.  This  is,  in  short,  the  acquisition 
of  a  considerable  area  of  land  in  Palestine.  The 
land,  says  the  authority,  is  not  far  distant  from 
Haifa,  which  promises  in  future  to  supplant 
Jaffa  as  the  port  of  landing  in  Palestine.  This 
proximity  constitutes  one  of  the  principal 
grounds  for  hoping  for  the  successful  exploita- 
tion of  the  property.  The  land  will,  it  is  be- 
lieved, cost,  together  with  incidental  expenses, 
some  $500,000,  and  the  idea  is  to  form  a  syn 
dicate  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  money 
There  is  a  feeling  that  the  prospects  created 
by  the  purchase  of  the  land  by  a  strong  finan 
cial  body  would  attract  self-supporting  settlers 


who  would  not  need  assistance.  This  sup- 
position is  borne  out  to  some  extent  by  the 
fact  that  a  considerable  number  of  Jews  with 
capital  did  emigrate  to  Palestine  in  recent 
months.  Several  of  these  established  soap 
factories,  which  have  not  been  unsuccessful. 
But  the  others  left  the  country  again"  in  con- 
sequence of  having  found  no  opening  for  their 
money. 

"One  thing  the  Zionists  do  not  doubt,  and 
that  is  that  the  Sultan  will,  place  no  obstacle 
in  the  way  of  the  purchase  of  the  land. 

"It  would  thus  appear  that  the  policy  of  ac- 
quiring vested  interests  in  Palestine  is  in  in- 
creasing favor.  What  attitude  will  be  taken 
up  at  the  Congress  toward  it  by  those  who 
dissent  from  the  policy — men  like  Nordau — re- 
mains to  be  seen.** 


Tclq>hone,   1496  Orchard.                       Ettabfiahed  1873 

S«  Jarmnlowsky, 

BANKER 

M  CANAL  STREET^               NEW  YORK. 

wrlttoB  Utters,   BUaK  Books  ma4 

Tekpbone  3467  Sprinc                                             EMabUabed  1IS7 

A.  Ginsberg  &  Bro« 

^^Mge  ZiAtUi  to  anb  from  Curope 

PRINTERS 

DRAFTS 
On  an  the  Prlndiial  Cities  of  Eiarcp€. 

424   Broom«   Str««t 

Oae  Block  Eut  of  Broadwaf                                     M«W  T«rK 

TELEPHONE  SiSt  Orekwd 

M.    KROLL^S    SONS 

33  CANAL  STREET  NEW  YORK  CTTY 

Tlie  only  StHeOy  Koshor  Wont  Factory  In  New  York 

Under  the  supervision  of  Chief  Rabbi  S.  JAFFE,  of  Beth  Hamidrash  Hagodal  and  Rabbi 

S.  WINE,  of  Wission 

OPEN  FOR  INSPECTION 


46  Moore  8U  BrotfklyB 


BRANCHES: 
lt48  Fifth  Ave^  New  York 


se  Belmoikt  Ave^ 
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ZIONIST    PILLOW    TOPS 

With    Portrait    of    Herzl    and    Zionist    Emblems 

This  Is  not  a  printed  cover,  but  photographed,  and  It  is  guaranteed  to  wash. 


The  Pillow  Top  as  you  will  receive  it  The  Pillow  Top  as  it  looks  when  made  up 

The  Maocab^an  is  the  sole  agent  for  the  sale  of  the  Design  on  this  Pillow  Top.    It  is  18 
inches  square — the  back-ground  is  deep  blue,  and  it  is  made  of  fine  mercerized  substantial  cloth. 
The  Price  is  $1.50  for  the  Top.    All  made  up  for  use,  filled  with  the  finest  silk  fioss,  $8.00 

THE  MACCABAEAN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 
547  Broad  way  9  New  York. 


WE  NOW  HAVE  FOR  SALE 

Zionist  Gold  Pins  and  Buttons 

14  Carat,  Solid  Gold  Same  design  as  our  regular  pin 

The  Price  is  Two  Dollars 

For  ten  cash  new  subscribers,  we  will  give  one  of  these  elegant  pins  or 

buttons  free  oi  charge. 

THE  MACCABAEAN  547  Broadway,  New  York 
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Increase  the  Circulation  of 

The  Maccabaean  Now 


THE  MACCABAEAN  has  decided  to  make  a  strong  effort 
to  increase  its  subscription  list  before  the  next  Con- 
vention, its  advertising  business,  and  also  to  enlarge 
its  department  for  the  sale  of  Zionist  literature,  but- 
tons, flags,  etc. 

We  want  to  secure  in  every  city  of  the  Union  a  re- 
liable agent  to  represent  us  who  will  devote  himself  or  her- 
self to  the  work,  with  more  than  the  usual  agent's  devotion 
and  enthusiasm,  for  work  in  behalf  of  The  Maccabaean  is 
work  in  the  cause  of  Zionism.  ^ 

A  liberal  commission  will  be  paid  to  competent  persons. 


Zionist  Boys  and  Girls 

Beys  and  girls  are  wanted  in  every  city  to  sell  single  copies 
of  The  Maccabaean.  We  want  The  Maccabaean  placed  before  the  public 
by  energetic  canvassers. 

To  any  Zionist  boy  or  girl  who  will  send  into  our  office  on  the 
first  of  each  month  35  centp,  we  will  send  five  copies  of  the  latest 
number  of  The  Maccabaean  to  be  sold  at  ten  cents  each.  For  all  copies 
unsold  and  returned  by  the  tenth  of  the  month,  we  will  re-imbnrse 
the  agent  at  the  rate  of  seven  cents  each,  paying  for  the  postage. 
Special  terms  on  all  orders  for  more  than  five  copies. 

Special  yaloable  priiet  will  bo  awarded  te  the  boy  or  ^l^wbo  soils  tbo 
most  copies.    Address 

THE    MACCABAEAN 

547   Broad>ivay 
New  York 
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4  %  INTEREST 

The  INTEREST  DEPARTMENT  of  the  VAN  NORDEN  TRUST  COMPANY  pays 
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The  Needs  of  the  Farmer  in  Palestine 


By  A.  M.  Wolfe 


Professor  Otto  Warburg's  article  in  the 
September  issue  of  The  Maccabaean,  like 
everything  that  comes  from  his  pen,  is  a  most 
valuable  one,  and  he  splendidly  sums  up  the 
whole  situation  in  a  few  words,  when  he  says: 
"Zionism  with  its  big  talk  and  its  absolute 
helplessness  in  the  presence  of  every  practical 
question,  is  beginning  to  cut  a  sorry  figure  in 
Palestine.  It  is  actually  laughed  at,  and  no 
longer  taken  seriously." 

These  are  golden  words  and  ought  to  be 
printed  on  cardboards  to  be  hung  up  in  every 
place,  where  Zionists  meet,  as  a  sort  of  memen- 
to mori. 

I  wish  to  add  a  few  words  on  the  same  sub- 
ject If  anybody  has  the  least  doubt  that  the 
most  important  element  in  colonizing  a  country 
is  not  the  urban,  but  the  rural  element,  let  him 
just  see  what  the  German  or  rather  Prussian 
Government  is  doing  at  the  present  time.  No- 
body will  accuse  that  Government  of  being 
too  rich  or  too  extravagant  in  the  expenditure 
of  the  nation's  money.  Having  decided,  how- 
ever, to  germanize  the  Eastern  privinces  of 
Prussia,  inhabited  from  times  immemorial  by 
Poles,  it  has  been  spending  for  the  last  years 
no  smaller  sum  than  $60,000,000  per  an- 
num (250,000,000  marks)  for  the  purpose  of 
"tearing  the  land  out  of  Polish  hands  and 
transferring  it  to  the  German,"  justly  recogni- 
zing the  facts,  that  the  man,  who  sits  on  and 
tills  the  land  is  far  more  important  than  the 
man,  who  lives  in  town,  moves  from  place  to 
place  and  is  liable  to  leave  the  country  alto- 
gether any  time.  Although  meeting  with  failure 
so  far,  because  the  Pole  sticks  with  bulldog  te- 
nacity to  the  land  of  his  fathers,  the  Prussian 
Government  continues  to  sacrifice  annually 
$60,000,000. 

Now,  I  ask  what  have  we  done  for  the  Jew- 
ish farmers  in  general  and  the  agricultural 
laborer  in  particular.  I  believe  the  answer  is: 
Next  to  nothing. 

Chovevi  Zionism  has  naturally  failed,  it  could 


not  have  been  otherwise,  because  it  was  built 
on  charity,  which,  says  the  psalmist,  will  save 
from  death,  but  cannot  keep  anybody  alive  and 
healthy.  The  Rothschild  plan  has  failed,  be- 
cause it  was  also  built  on  the  same  principle  of 
philanthropy.  The  greatest  thanks  will  alwajrs 
be  accorded  to  the  late  Baron  for  his  munifi- 
cence and  noble  intentions,  but  in  justice  to 
the  Colonists  it  must  be  remembered  that  not 
they  have  eaten  up  the  20,000,000  francs,  which 
the  late  Baron  spent  on  the  Palestine  coloniza- 
tion, but  the  far  greater  part  of  it  was  used  for 
the  benefit  of  the  managers,  sub-managers  and 
other  numerous  servants  of  the  Baron.  The 
magnificent  parks  and  splendid  administration 
buildings  were  not  required  for  the  farmers, 
but  were  erected  for  the  pleasure  and  com- 
fort of  the  tchinovniks,  who  left  the  gaieties 
of  Paris  for  the  wilderness  of  Palestine.  Still 
it  was  all  charged  to  the  Colonists;  and  no 
wonder  that  the  Baron  got  tired  of  pouring 
money  into  a  bottomless  cask  and  handed  over 
the  Colonies  to  the  ICA  in  the  year  1899. 
What  has  happened  then  is  still  fresh  in  the 
memory  of  all  who  took  an  interest  in  the 
Jewish  colonization  of  Palestine.  A  more  dis 
graceful  thing  has  never  happened  in  Jewish 
history,  in  the  whole  long  martyrdom  of  our 
people.  The  tchinovniks  of  the  ICA  descended 
on  Palestine  like  a  lot  of  Bashi^Basouks  and 
committed  a  regular  "pogrom,"  no  other  word 
will  adequately  describe  what  they  have  done. 
Hundreds  of  agricultural  laborers  were  told 
that  they  were  not  wanted  any  longer  and  that 
they  were  to  leave  Palestine  as  fast  as  tiieir 
legs  could  carry  them  out.  In  vain  did  those 
unfortunate  men  weep  like  children  and  offer 
to  work  for  a  franc  a  day,  only  to  remain  in 
the  land  of  their  forefathers.  A  stone  would 
have  been  moved  by  the  despair  of  these  hon- 
est, hardworking  men,  but  the  tchinovniks  of 
the  ICA  did  not  care  a  straw.  The  laborers 
were  definitely  told  that  they  would  be  pro- 
vided with  enough  money  to  reach  any  place 
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they  chose  for  habitation,  but  as  long  as  they 
remained  in  Palestine,  the>'  would  not  get  a 
cent  nor  the  smallest  job.  There  was  nothing 
to  do  but  obey.  The  majority  of  them  went 
to  America,  some  returned  to  Russia.  These 
men  have  become  the  bitterest  anti-Zionists 
and  even  anti-Semites  that  you  ever  met  and 
have  done  more  harm  to  our  cause  than  can 
be  imagined.  They  are  a  living  proof  of  our 
ignorance,  incapacity  and  want  of  genuine  in- 
terest in  Palestine. 

I  have  made  a  special  study  of  the  ICA  and 
its  methods  and  can  say  this :  Where  the  ICA 
works  with  the  aid  of  local  men  as  in  the 
States,  in  Russia  and  some  other  places;  that 
is,  where  the  ICA  simply  supplies  the  mone\ 
and  local  men  do  the  work,  everything  goes 
well  and  Baron  de  Hirsch's  fund  is  proving 
of  great  benefit  to  the  people,  as  was  the  ard- 
ent wish  of  the  late  philanthropist.  But  where 
the  ICA  undertakes  to  do  any  work  on  its 
own  account,  it  is  bound  to  fail.  See  what 
enormous  sums  were  spent  on  the  Argentine 
colonization  and  what  miserable  results  are 
there  to  show  for  it. 

This  colonization  absorbs  one-sixth  of  the 
total  income  of  the  ICA,  that  is,  $500,000 
yearly,  just  to  keep  on  the  land  about  6,003 
souls  and  if  it  were  not  for  the  continual  influx 
of  new  people,  the  colonies  would  have  been 
without  colonists  long  ago. 

Each  family  settled  in  Argentina  cost  the 
fund  no  less  than  10,000  pesetos.  Do  you  think 
for  a  moment  that  any  farmer,  especially  a 
Jewish  one,  can  start  life  with  a  debt  of  $10,000 
and  pay  off  capital  and  interest  even  at 
the  smallest  rate  and  at  the  same  time  make 
a  living?  Never!  And  we  see  that  the  colonists 
not  only  pay  no  debts,  but  often  require  more 
assistance    from    the    administration. 

Some  years  ago  a  small  number  of  Jewish 
agricultural  laborers  left  the  South  of  Russia 
and  went,  at  their  own  expense,  to  Argentine 
being  sure  of  getting  employment  in  the  Jewish 
colonies  there,  but  they  reckoned  without  theii 
host  The  tchinozmiks  of  the  ICA  forbade  the 
colonists  to  give  these  newcomers  any  work 
whatever,  and  the  latter,  having  exhausted 
their  scanty  means,  were  compelled  to  migrate 
to  the  nearest  towns.  The  ICA  administrators 
these  absolute  autocrats  of  the  colonies,  could 


not  bear  the  presence  of  any  free  element,  that 
is,  any  persons  that  did  not  depend  upon  them 
for  a  living  and  so  the  laborers  were  ordered 
out  the  same  as  was  done  in  Palestine.  And 
there  are  the  people  into  whose  hands  ts- 
placed  the  management  of  $3,000,000  of  Jew- 
ish national  money  yearly! 

I  must  not  overlook  another,  most  import- 
ant side  of  the  question,  the  moral  one:  Tht. 
ICA,  whose  chief  managers  are  French  Jews^ 
to  whom  everything  Jewish  is  quite  strangt 
and  evidently  antipathetic,  has  always  looked 
upon  the  Russian  Jew  as  a  schnorrer  and  b> 
treating  him  as  such,  has  easily  turned  him  into 
one. 

The  worst  features  of  officialdom  and  red- 
tapeism  have  been  transferred  to  Palestine  and* 
the  much-benefited  Russian  Jew   found   him 
self  from  the  beginning  in  the  stagnant,  stifling 
atmosphere  of  bureaucracy,  amounting  almost, 
to  slavery;  he  could  not  walk  a  step  withoujt 
the  permission  of  the  agents  and  taskmasters, 
sent  to  instruct  and  supervise  him.     His  com- 
plaints,   if    ever    they    reached    headquarters^ 
were  disregarded  and  taken  as  a  sign  of  his 
rebellious  nature  and  ungratefulness. 

Even  at  the  present  moment  in  the  colonies 
managed  by  the  ICA  no  meeting  of  colonists 
can  take  place  without  the  permission  of  the 
manager.  One  colony  is  bossed  by  a  gentle- 
man from  Russiai,  who.  during  his  stay  in  Pal- 
estine, has  managed  to  acquire  quite  a  small 
fortune  in  the  shape  of  vineyards  and  other' 
plantations  valued  at  $50,000.  He  behaves  like 
a  regular  Pasha  and  in  his  presence  a  colonist 
dare  not  sit  down,  but  must,  like  a  soldier," 
stand  at  attention.  Of  course,  he  is  on  the  best 
of  terms  with  the  local  (Turkish)  administra-' 
tion  and  can  crush  anybody  who  would  dare 
criticize  or  oppose  him  in  ayy  way. — Now,  can 
we  wonder  that  all  methods  of  colonizing  prac- 
tized until  now,  have  failed?  What,  then,  is  to 
be  done  beside  big  talk  to  keep  the  Jewish 
farmer  and  laborer  on  the  land.  All  the 
methods  tried  so  far  failed,  I  say  failed  be- 
cause we  cannot  call  it  a  success  when  millions 
have  been  spent  that  can  never  be  repaid. 

Prof.  Otto  Warburg  gives  a  plain  solution 
of  the  question  and  I  hope  the  esteemed  pro- 
fessor will  not  be  content  with  simply  throw- 
ing out  a  hint  and  giving  good  advice,  but  will 
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actually  set  about  the  formation  of  an  "Asso- 
ciation for  the  Promotion  of  Jewish  Settle- 
ments in  Palestine."  Shares  at  $25  or  100 
marks  will  be  sold  without  very  great  difljcul- 
ties,  especially  as  soon  as  some  tangible  results 
will  show  themselves. 

You  may  be  quite  sure  that,  freed  from  the 
petty  but  continual  annoyances  caused  by  the 
philanthropic  system,  the  Jewish  laborer  will 
s^Kcesfully  fight  his  way  to  independence  and 
cooipacative  material  comfort.  His  wants  are 
1^  small,  his  love  for  Palestine  so  great.  Only 
giire  him  a  helping  hand  in  the  proper  manner, 
^  there  must  not  be  any  trace  of  philanthropy 
about  it.  There  is  one  more  thing  we  must 
do  for  him,  if  he  is  to  succeed.  We  must  free 
him  from  the  intolerable  yoke  of  the  decimal 
tax  or  "osher."  That  tax  is  the  greatest 
plague  of  the  farmer  in  Palestine  and  as  we 
have  no  power  to  remove  that  evil,  we  must 
at  least  alleviate  it  by  taking  it  into  our  own 
hands. 

The  Turkish  government,  always  hard-up  for 
cash,  puts  up  the  "osher"  of  a  certain  district 
for  auction  and  sells,  naturally,  to  the  highest 
bidder,  usually  some  wealthy  Arab,  in  some 
cases  a  Greek  or  Armenian.  The  person  who 
buys  it,  called  the  "baal  osher,"  makes  a  good 
business  of  it.  He  and  his  spies  continually 
roam  about  the  district  and  their  exactions 
know  no  end.  The  only  way  to  get  rid  of  them 
is  for  some  Jewish  societies  or  single  individu- 
als to  bid  for  and  buy  the  "osher"*  and  then 
collect  it  from  the  farmer  in  an  honest  way. 
Ft  would  be  one  and  a  very  effective  way  of 
gaining  the  sympathy  of  the  local  Arabian 
population,  because  the  Arabs  suffer  as  much 
as  anybody  else  from  the  greediness  of  the 
'1)aal  osher." 

In  some  districts  the  tax  is  not  put  up  for 
auction,  but  is  the  hereditary  property  of  some 
Turkish  Pasha.  A  few  years  ago  one  of  these, 
being  in  great  want  of  a  little  cash,  was  will- 
iing  to  sell  his  rights  for  30,000  francs,  but 
there  was  nobody  to  buy  it,  now  you  cannot 


get  for  ten  times  the  amount,  that  is  how  op- 
opportunities  are  missed. 

I  believe  it  would  be  quite  right  to  use  the 
"sacred"  money  of  the  National  Fund  for  the 
purpose  of  buying  the  "osher;"  there  is  no  risk 
whatever  attached  to  it  and  losses  arc  impos- 
sible. Three  acres  (a  little  more  than  one  hec- 
tare) and  a  cow  is  the  cry  of  the  agricultural 
laborer  in  England,  and  the  same  it  is  in 
Palestine.  You  will  find  that  not  one  fanner 
out  of  five  or  even  eight  has  a  cow  in  Pales- 
tine; such  an  anomaly  can  only  happen  with 
us.  Can  you  imagine  an  American  or  in  fact 
any  farmer  without  a  cow  or  tens  and  a  few 
chickens?  Give  the  Jewish  agricultural  farm- 
er a  decent  little  house  to  live  in,  a  plot  of 
ground,  a  cow,  and  give  him  time  long 
enough  to  repay  his  debt,  and  he  will  be  all 
right,  but  for  Zion's  sake  do  not  put  any  man- 
ager and  tchinovniks  to  boss  over  him. 

One  more  word,  before  I  finish.  The  idea  of 
farming  large  estates  in  Palestine  is  a  most 
dangerous  one  fraught  with  great  evils. 
Palestine  is  a  small  country  about  10,000  square 
miles,  according  to  Col.  Conder,  who  may  be 
regarded  as  an  authority  on  the  question.  The 
agrarian  laws  of  Moses  arc  up  to  the  present 
day  the  best  that  the  human  mind  devised, 
and  if  they  were  universally  adopted,  peace  and 
prosperity  would  reign  in  this  world.  The  bw 
of  Moses  does  not  allow  one  man  to  possess 
too  much  land,  for  obvious  reasons. 

There  are  oceans  of  blood  now  shed  in 
Russia  because  half  the  soil  is  in  the  hands  of 
a  few  wealthy  landlords,  and  80  million  people 
have  not  got  enough  land  too  eke  out  a  miser- 
able living. 

When  doing  national  work,  we  must  not 
only  think  of  the  present  moment  and  its  needs, 
but  look  far  ahead  to  the  future,  when  Pales- 
tine, now  thinly  populated,  will  be  full  of  people 
clamoring  for  land  and  there  will  be  none  to 
give  to  them,  except  by  taking  away  from  the 
landlords,  and  we  have  seen  how  unwilling  the 
latter  are  to  part  with  the  hen  that  lays  the 
golden  eggs. 
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ARABIAN  CUSTOMS  IN  PALESTINE 


By  Moses  Levene 


On  landing  for  the  first  time  at  Jaffa,  and 
whilst  the  tourist  is  wending  his  way  through 
the  narrow  lanes  of  the  Custom  House  into 
the  Bazaar,  many  queer  objects  will  have 
passed  his  view.  But  the  first  impression  will 
reverse  this  peculiarity  into  a  sort  of  admira- 
tion for  everything  Oriental  and  ancient. 

The  Muslims  pray  five  times  daily,  at  dawn, 
mid-day,  afternoon,  at  the  setting  of  the  sim, 
and  two  hours  in  advance  of  night,  correspond  . 
ing  to  about  8  p.  m.,  European  time.  On  the 
approach  of  prayer  time,  the  Eman,  or  Cherzan, 
ascends  to  the  highest  steeple  of  the  mosque, 
and,  turning  to  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe, 
proclaims  to  the  faithful,  the  Islam  formula: 
"L'Allah,  Muhamed  Reshul  Allah"— "God  is 
the  only  One,  and  Mohammed  is  His  Apostle," 
and  some  other  chosen  verses  of  the  Koran. 
The  devout  Muslim  may  be  engaged  with  cus- 
tomers, but  on  hearing  the  call  for  prayers, 
he  will  politely  request  them  to  wait  until 
he  has  gone  through  the  proscribed  prostra- 
tions. 

I  have  often  gazed  in  wonder  and  admiration 
at  the  Arab,  who,  when  the  time  of  worship 
has  arrived,  would  spread  his  garment  on  the 
sand,  and  with  an  air  of  solemnity,  offer  up 
praises  to  Allah.  All  Muslims  prostrate  them 
selves  towards  Mecca,  and  are  heedful  to  wash 
their  hands  and  feet  before  doing  so. 

The  sixth  day,  Friday,  is  the  Lord's  Day,  on 
which  the  mosques  are  frequented,  but  busi- 
nesses are  open  and  labor  continues  unceas- 
ceasingly. 

The  month  of  Ramhadan  has  been  appointed 
as  the  time  for  self-denial  and  fasting.  From 
dawn  to  sunset,  the  Muslims  will  fast,  the 
more  pious  not  even  indulging  in  smoking 
All  coffee  houses  are  closed. 

The  day  is  generally  spent  by  some  in  pre 
paring  various  salads  (of  which  all  Arabs  are 
exceedingly  fond),  and  by  others  in  medita 
tions.  At  simset  a  cannon  is  fired,  which  an- 
nounces the  break  of  the  fast.     Immediatel> 


there  is  hurry  and  bustle,  the  cafes  are  opened, 
and  the  main  streets  are  lighted  by  lanterns 
Thousands  collect  in  the  coffee  houses,  where 
they  sit  on  small  footstools,  drinking  black, 
unsweetened  coffee,  playing  Turkish  draughts^ 
or  listening  to  the  stories  of  the  Koran  oi 
the  allegories  of  the  poets,  which  the  story 
teller  narrates  with  an  earnest  and  despond 
ent  air. 

Two    hours   ere   daybreak   the  faithful   are 
aroused  by  the  crier  to  partake  of  food,  be 
fore  entering  the  course  of  the  next  fasting 
day. 

For  thirty  days  this  strange  ceremony  is 
gone  through,  at  the  conclusion  of  which  fol- 
low three  days  of  feasting,  designated  "The 
Feast  of  Ramhadan."  Then  the  towns  present 
a  lively  appearance.  The  streets  are  decorated 
with  btmting  and  the  crescent,  and  the  consu- 
lates fly  the  flags  of  their  respective  countries. 
The  military  and  civil  officials  are  robed  in 
their  best  uniforms,  and  each  one  does  homage 
to  his  superior  by  reverently  saluting  thrice, 
and  by  kissing  the  hand. 

After  seventy  days  follow  the  "Feast  of  Sac- 
rifices," or  "Eid  El-Kurban."  On  this  festival 
it  is  counted  a  meritorious  deed  to  slaughter 
sheep,  it  being  the  day  when  the  pilgrims  at 
Mecca  offer  up  their  sacrifices  in  honor  of 
Mohammed.  Excepting  these  two  festivals 
(which  are  not  obligatory)  the  Muslim  is  ex- 
empt from  religious  burdens. 

One  thing  is  remarkable  and  worthy  of  no- 
tice, namely,  the  manner  in  which  their  holi 
days  are  spent.  Liquor  being  forbidden,  there 
seldom  happens  any  disorders,  and  more  so, 
as  far  as  the  domestic  circle  is  concerned.  To 
call  a  Muslim  "Schakran"  (Drunkard),  is  an 
unpardonable  insult.  This  wise  prohibition  of 
Mohammed  had  done  much  to  soothe  the 
hearts  of  the  excited  Arabs,  and  if  it  be  con- 
tinued in  future  will  be  more  beneficial  to  or- 
der in  Palestine,  more  than  if  it  were  in  charge 
of  hosts  of  policemen. 
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Muslims  start  their  calendar  from  622  of  the 
Christian  era,  which  is  called  the  year  of 
"Hegira,"  or  Flight  of  Mohammed  from  Mec- 
ca to  Medina. 

The  Moslem,  as  the  Jewish  year,  is  reckoned 
by  lunar  movements,  but  they  have  no  fixed 
ness  to  their  months,  so  that  in  the  course  of 
time,  a  Moslem  festival  that  is  generally  cele- 
brated in  winter,  may  fall  due  in  summer.  The 
month  of  Mucharam  (March)  is  their  New 
Year.  In  this  month  all  agreements  must  be 
renewed,  houses  re-rented  and  removals  take 
place.  However,  the  official  New  Year  for 
state  transactions  and  for  the  collection  of 
taxes  and  tithes  begins  in  March,  according 
to  the  Greek  calendar.  The  hours  of  the  day 
are  reckoned  from  sunset.  An  Arabian  day  is 
from  one  sunset  to  the  next.  Noon  is  unequal 
at  the  different  seasons  of  the  year.  In  the 
middle  of  summer,  noon  is  in  the  fifth  hour, 
or  11  a.  m.,  whilst  in  mid-winter,  noon  is  in 
the  seventh  hour,  corresponding  to  1  p.  m. 
In  order  to  keep  Arabian  time,  one  must  reg- 
ulate his  watch  every  few  days  with  the  set- 
ting o*f  the  sun. 

Sons  are  generally  circumcized  when  seven 
or  eight  years  old,  the  celebration  of  which 
forms  one  of  their  greatest  rejoicings.  Many 
of  the  poorer  classes  unite  to  circumcize  their 
children  on  a  fixed  day,  whereby  expenses 
are  much  reduced.  The  ceremony  is  gone 
through  in  the  following  manner.  The  candi- 
dates are  robed  in  garments  richly  embroi- 
dered with  gold,  and  are  mounted  on  a  horse 
or  camel.  Before  them  go  the  harpers  and 
drummers  who  beat  away  in  the  most  discord- 
ant manner.  Then  follow  the  singers,  who 
chant  popular  verses  from  the  Koran,  then  the 
Mohel  and  the  male  relatives  of  the  candidates, 
and,  lastly,  the  women,  who  scream  and  shout 
with  a  peculiar  high-keyed  screech.  The  pro- 
cession makes  a  circuit  of  the  town,  halting 
every  now  and  then,  to  allow  the  mock  duel- 
ists time  to  display  their  skill  in  sword  fenc- 
ing. 

Mohammedan  marriage  laws  are  very  weak. 
A  Muslim  is  allowed  to  marry  four  wives, 
and  to  divorce  them  on  the  least  pretext  or 
suspicion.  Though  the  wealthier  class  still 
practice  polygamy,  yet  this  custom  is  falling 
into  disrepute  and  Western  marriage  laws  arc 


taking  firm  root  among  the  major  part  of  the 
inhabitants  of  this*'  country.  Arabian  mar- 
riages are  still  arranged  by  the  matchmaker, 
and  if  the  bridegroom  be  of  a  noble  family,  he 
will  not  see  his  bride  until  the  day  of  his  wed- 
ding. The  Arab  generally  buys  his  wife  with 
a  dowry  and  gifts  to  her  parents,  according  to 
the  arrangements  agreed  upon  beforehand 
Arabian  and  Turkish  women  are  prohibite<f 
from  seeing  and  being  seen  by  men. 

One  wishing  to  enter  a  Mohammedan  house 
must  first  give  due  notice  of  his  intention  so 
as  to  allow  the  women  enough  time  to  escape 
to  their  harem. 

I  once  entered  the  house  of  the  ex-British 
Consul  in  Jaffa,  who  had  an  Arabian  maid 
servant.  My  entering  was  so  sudden  that 
when  the  poor  girl  saw  me,  she  hastily  crawled 
under  the  table  and  almost  huddled  herself 
into  a  ball.  By  nature,  the  Arab  is  of  a 
jealous  disposition  and  is  very  suspicious  of 
his  wife's  movements. 

In  the  street  Muslim  women  go  covered 
with  a  white  or  black  sheet,  and  their  faces 
are  veiled  with  a  thin  muslin  network.  The 
Fellah  in,  or  peasant  women,  alone  go  un- 
veiled, but  the  nose-rings  and  ornaments  still 
adorn  their  chins  as  in  days  of  yore. 

Arabian  women  are  particularly  fond  of 
powdering  their  faces  and  perfuming  their 
bodies.  Isaiah's  description  of  the  vanity  of 
the  daughters  of  Zion  in  his  third  chapter, 
may  still  be  witnessed  among  the  Arabian 
women  in  every-day  life.  They  powder  their 
eyelids  and  color  their  nails  with  a  kind  of 
orange  color.  The  rich  adorn  their  heads  with 
golden  bands,  and  the  poor  with  strings  of 
copper  coins.  Although  Arabs  have  many  vices 
and  are  fond  of  rapine,  theft,  falsehood  and 
sexual  pleasures,  yet  they  possess  many 
virtues  and  good  traits.  The  Arabs  have  al- 
ways been  famed  for  their  hospitality,  a  vir- 
tue that  is  still  retained  by  them. 

Every  village  has  its  own  shelter  house  for 
strangers,  and  on  the  arrival  of  a  visitor  the 
Sheikh  of  the  village  assembles  the  elders  to 
participate  in  honoring  the  guest.  A  mat  or 
carpet  is  spread  on  the  ground,  whereupon 
they  all  sit  down  barefooted  (as  a  matter  of 
courtesy  the  visitor  follows  their  example). 
To  the  Jew  they  will  spread  everything  per- 
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missable  for  his  food,  and  for  non-Jews  they 
will  slaughter  a  lamb  or  goat,  and  whilst  he 
is  feasting,  the  villagers  will  come  to  welcome 
his  arrival.  Having  partaken  of  bread  and 
salt  in  the  house  of  an  Arab,  one  is  certain 
never  to  be  harmed  by  him.  I  think  that  this 
is  the  best  explanation  of  God's  covenant  with 
Israel,  when  he  said:  ''I  have  made  with  thee 
a  covenant  of  salt."  This  custom  of  hospital- 
ity is  as  old  as  the  history  of  Abraham,  and  as 
a  further  illustration  of  this  virtue,  may  be  as- 
sumed the  story  of  Lot,  who  would  rather 
have  sacrificed  the  honor  of  his  daughters 
to  the  men  of  Sodom  rather  than  have  harm 
befall  the  visitors  who  had  taken  shelter  un- 
der his  roof. 

All  viands  must  be  slaughtered  by  a  direct 
descendant  of  Abraham,  and,  of  course,  the 
Jewish  Shochet  is  looked  upon  as  a  lawful 
slaughterer.  However,  before  killing,  he  is 
obliged  to  utter  the  following  words:  "Beshim 
Allah  Ilakbar."  "In  the  name  of  the  Almighty 
God."  The  majority  of  slaughterers  are  Jews, 
the  "kosher**  animals  are  retained  by  the  lat- 
ter, and  the  "tercifah"  delivered  to  the  Arabs. 

The  swine  is  the  most  abhorred  of  all  beasts, 
and  an  Arab  seldom  sees  one.  The  camel  is 
the  most  venerated  and  is  used  for  food.  All 
intoxicating  liquors  are  forbidden.  No  one 
understood  the  Arabic  character  better  than 
Mohammed  himself,  and  none  knew  their  vir- 
tues and  vices  better  than  he.  The  Arabs  by 
nature  are  passionate,  and  had  they  been  al- 
lowed the  use  of  strong  drink,  they  would 
have  been  uncontrollable.  CoflFee  alone  revives 
their  imagination,  and  in  this  they  indulge 
whenever  they  can.  Tobacco  is  the  coffee's 
hand-maiden,  and  what  is  termed  "Tombac," 
or  Persian  tobacco,  is  their  greatest  favorite, 
and  is  smoked  through  long  tubes  called 
"Nargella."  This  nargella  is  unrestricted,  men, 
women  and  children  indulging  in  its  use. 
Who  can  describe  the  Arab's  pleasure  at  the 
setting  of  the  sun,  when,  sitting  in  a  reclining 
position  on  a  small  footstool  with  a  shell  of 
black  coffee  in  the  one  and  a  nargella  in  the 
other  hand,  he  quietly  meditates  and  gradu- 
ally excites  his  imagination.  And  as  the  last 
rays  of  the  setting  sun  fall  over  the  Western 
horizon,  he  begins  his  mournful  "Yaleleh"  "O 


Night!"  repeating  this  word  perhaps  for  a 
quarter  of  an  hour.  ^ 

Another  of  the  Arab's  vices 'is  his  smooth 
tongue.  He  will  speak  to  one  in  the  most 
cordial  terms,  and  at  the  same  time  take  ad- 
vantage of  him.  He  is  back-stabbing,  and,  in 
a  sense,  a  moral  coward.  However,  no  other 
people  are  so  rich  in  politeness  and  cordiality 
as  the  Arabs.  Volumes  upon  volumes  could 
be  compiled  containing  their  morals,  phrases, 
proverbs  and  expressions  of  welcome. 

The  first  and  formal  greeting  is  the 
"Schalam  Alekium."  This  greeting  is  gone 
through  in  the  following  manner:  The  right 
hand  is  placed  on  the  breast  and  brow ;  a  slight 
bow  is  performed,  both  on  entering  and  de- 
parting. The  inferior  always  kisses  the  hand 
of  the  superior,  and  the  hartdshake  is  sudden 
and  sotmding.  One  must  be  careful,  especially 
if  he  be  a  European,  never  to  ask  about  the 
health  of  the  Arab's  wife,  as  this  might  lead 
to  jealousy. 

The  Arab  possesses  the  art  of  elocution 
without  any  teaching.  Nature  has  taught  him, 
and  he  declaims  in  a  way  superior  to  any 
teaching.  His  gestures  are  striking,  and  often 
in  excitement  his  motions  can  keep  one  spell- 
bound for  hours  at  a  time.  The  wave  of  his 
hand,  the  stamp  of  his  foot,  the  bend  of  his 
body,  the  glance  of  his  eye,  the  frown  of  his 
brow,  the  grind  of  his  teeth,  all  speak  to  one 
without  words. 

The  Arab  loves  fancy,  and  consequently  be- 
lieves in  superstition.  Above  all  does  he  dread 
the  evil  eye,  and  endeavors  to  evade  its  evil 
influences  by  means  of  charms  and  amulets. 
Houses  and  cradles  are  marked  with  a  hu- 
man hand.  Horses  and  other  domestic  ani- 
mals are  adorned  with  blue  pearls  as  a  pre- 
vention against  the  influence  of  the  evil  eye. 

Most  Arabian  festivals  are  spent  in  their 
cemeteries,  where  they  hold  communion  with 
the  dead.  Among  them  there  are  many  ma- 
gicians, wizards  and  witches  who  to  some  ex- 
tent possess  the  art  of  the  black  magic.  The 
Arab  is,  therefore,  always  grave  and  sad. 
Knowing  that  everything  comes  from  God,  he 
is  contented  with  enough  to  keep  body  and 
soul  tojtethcr. 
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The  Defenders  of  the  Status  Quo 


[The  following  letter  by  Boris  Kazmann,  in 
reply  to  Mr.  SchiflF's  second  letter,  has  created 
quite  a  deep  impression  upon  Zionists  as  well 
as  upon  those  who  side  with  Mr.  Schiff.  Mr. 
Kazmann  was  tx)rn  in  Russia,  received  a  good 
Hebrew  and  Russian  education,  and  attended 
the  Vienna  University.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Vienna  Kadimah.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneer 
laborers  in  the  colony  of  Rechoboth  for  one 
year,  and  then  attended  the  Montpelier  Univer- 
ity,  from  which  he  graduated  as  agricultural 
chemist  and  engineer.  Hs  is  now  an  American 
dtizen  and  has  occupied,  since  his  coming  to 
the  United  States,  positions  as  agricultural 
chemist  in  Colorado,  at  the  Lyons  (N.  Y.) 
Sugar  Refinery  and  is  now  engaged  in  the 
same  work  in  Canada.  It  is  said  that  he  will 
return  to  Palestine  within  a  few  years  to  es- 
tablish an  agricultural  chemical  laboratory.] 


The  second  letter  of  Mr.  Schiff,  intended  as 
a  modification  of  his  views  on  patriotism,  con- 
tains an  aggregation  of  reasons  as  to  why  one 
should  be  a  Zionist.  His  points  may  be  thus 
summarized : 

I.  Zionism  does  not  express  the  desire  of 
the  Jewish  race,  nor  does  it  represent  Jewish 
orthodoxy. 

Zionism  aims  to  awaken  the  spirit  of  the 
Jewish  race,  to  break  away  from  all  the  repres- 
sive and  disintegrating  influences  of  the  exile, 
the  Ghetto  and  dispersion.  Therefore,  it  is  to 
be  judged  not  merely  by  the  number  of  its  ad- 
herents, but  by  the  spirit  and  the  ideals  it 
stands  for.  Zionism  speaks  for  the  future  of 
the  Jewish  race,  and  it  is  an  endeavor  to  rouse 
that  race  to  the  imperative  need  of  throwing 
off  all  those  influences  that  tend  to  mar  its  fu- 
ture. The  slowness  of  the  response  on  the 
part  of  the  Jewish  people  is  a  manifestation 
of  the  difficulties  Zionism  has  to  overcome  in 
its  own  milieu.  It  aims  to  unseat  the  habit  of 
submission  that  has  grown  out  of  degradation 
of  the  Goluth,  the  spirit  of  the  slave  who  had 
so  completely  effaced  his  own  individuality  as 
to  be  proud  to  say,  "I  love  my  master,"  and 


willingly  allowed  his  ears  to  be  bored  as  a 
token  of  his  everlasting  bondage.  Zionism 
seeks  to  lead  the  Jews  to  self-expression,  and 
antagonism  to  it  is  a  direct  consequence  of 
centuries  of  repression  which  has  led  t^em 
to  lean  on  a  vague  Messianic  hope,  or  a  mil- 
lennium, or  a  universal  mission,  rather  than 
upon  a  concerted  effort  for  self-emahcipatioa 
Zionism  is  the  dynamic  force  in  Jewish  life; 
the  opposition  to  it  is  composed  of  the  static 
elements  of  the  Diaspora. 

To  refute  the  point  that  Zionism  does  not 
represent  orthodox  Jewry,  I  refer  to  the  fol- 
lowing essays,  where  the  orthodox  authorities 
to  the  contrary  may  be  found.  The  attention 
of  Mr.  Schiff  is  called  to  these  in  lieu  of 
others  of  more  ancient  date,  because  they  meet 
the  issue  he  has  raised  in  direct  terms: 

"Die  Stimme  der  Warheit;"  Dr.  Askenazi, 
on  two  points,  namely,  "Is  Zionism  Sanctioned 
from  the  Religious  Standpoint?"  and  "Is  Zion- 
ism in  Harmony  with  the  Law  of  the  State?" 
Dr.  K.  Lippe,  "Zionism  from  the  Standpoint 
of  the  Jewish  Orthodoxy."  Dr.  Richard  Huld- 
schiner,  "Zion  and  Religion."  M.  Stechel- 
macher,  "Zionism  from  the  Standpoint  of  Or- 
thodoxy." Dr.  H.  Seligson,  "Religion  and 
Zionism."  "Shivas  Zion,"  in  Hebrew,  by  Abra- 
ham Jacob  Slutzky;  Warsaw,  1900.  "The 
Golden  Mean,"  in  Hebrew,  by  Mordecai  Elias 
berg;  Warsaw,  1887.  These  authorities  could 
be  multiplied. 

II.  Political  Zionism  has  nothing  in  com- 
mon with  the  Messianic  hope. 

If  the  Messianic  hope  is  embodied  in  the 
idea  of  a  ragged  Savior  riding  into  Jerusalem 
on  a  white  ass,  Mr.  Schiff  is  unquestionably 
correct  If,  however,  the  Messianic  hope  is 
the  hope  for  the  redemption  of  the  Jewish 
people  and  their  final  release  from  the  bondage 
of  the  exile,  and  if  we  believe  that  this  hope 
is  ever  to  be  realized,  and  the  Jews  arc  to  be 
the  active  instruments  of  its  realization,  we 
submit  that  there  is  no  other  movement  in 
Jewish  life  which  has  a  better  right  to  stand 
for  the  Messianic  hope  than  the  Zionist  move- 
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nicnt.    The  authorities  quoted  above  may  also 
be  serviceable  in  elucidating  this  point. 

III.  He  infers  that  an  attempt  to  force  the 
hand  of  Providence  would  be  disastrous,  and 
that  Zionism  has  not  the  sanction  of  a  divine 
command. 

The  success  of  any  right  cause  has  always 
been  coupled,  in  the  minds  of  men,  with  its 
divine  origin.  But  the  absence  of  a  divine  com- 
mand cannot  be  known  a  priori.  A  just  cause 
cannot  be  brushed  aside  by  the  assertion  of 
any  mortal  that  God  has  not  spoken.  It  is 
enough  for  our  purpose  that  we  feel  that  the 
cause  of  righteousness  and  the  highest  well- 
being  of  our  people,  is  to  be  served  by  the 
success  of  our  endeavors,  to  warrant  our  as- 
sertion that  the  God  of  Israel  does  speak 
through  a  movement  that  aims  to  free  His  peo 
pie. 

IV.  He  agrees  with  Zionism  in  so  far  as  it 
means  a  return  to  Jewish  ideals,  but  political 
Zionism  goes  beyond  and  outside  of  a  return 
to  Jewish  ideals. 

What  are  Jewish  ideals?  They  are  certain 
definite  hopes  that  relate  to  the  physical  and 
spiritual  well-being  of  the  Jewish  race.  A  re- 
turn to  the  ideals  of  living  must  mean  an  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  Jewish  people  to  make  them 
an  ever-present  influence  in  their  lives.  We 
claim  that  these  ideals  are  impossible  of  reali- 
zation without  the  establishment  of  a  Jewish 
nation  upon  its  own  territory.  Without  the 
re-establishment  these  ideals  are  nothing  but 
vague,  useless  hopes  that  had  better  be  for- 
gotten if  nothing  is  to  be  done  for  their  reali- 
zation. Mr.  Schiff  seems  to  agree  with  Zion- 
ism in  its  ideal  aspects,  but  balks  at  the  idea 
of  doing  anything  to  actualize  them.  This 
seems  to  be  a  curious  state  of  mind  for  one 
who  is  accustomed  to  deal  with  things  that 
can  be  weighed  and  measured. 

V.  Zionism  is  not  incompatible  with  patriot- 
ism, but  in  its  political  doctrine  it  must 
create     a  lien  on  citizenship  and  limits  it. 

A  denial  and  an  affirmation  of  the  same 
thing.  This  inconsistency  must  be  credited  to 
Mr.  Schiff's  well  known  philanthropic  spiFit, 
and  to  his  desire  to  modify  his  first  opinion. 
But  he  takes  away  with  his  left  hand,  and 
returns  the  same  compliment  with  his  right. 


k 

VI.  He  retorts  that  it  is  political  Zionisaa 

that  has  furnished  new  armaments  to  the  anti- 
Semites  (the  constant  complaint  of  the  Jews 
in  Germany). 

This  an  insult  to  and  an  underestimation  of 
the  resourcefulness  of  the  anti-Semites.  There 
were  anti-Semites  in  the  time  of  Mordecai, 
when  political  Zionism  was  unknown;  and 
Samballat's  pernicious  activity  did  not  detef 
Ezra  from  his  work  of  restoration*.  The  ar- 
maments of  anti-Semites  are  provided,  wc 
contend,  by  the  anomalous  position  of  the 
Jewish  people,  and  not  by  Zionism.  Jewish 
policy  has  too  often  been  guided  by  a  fright 
inspired  by  anti-Semitism.  Zionism  has  come 
to  alter  that  undignified  and  unworthy  policy, 
and  it  asks  that  we  look  towards  the  interests 
of  the  Jewish  people  primarily,  without  regard 
to  anti-Semites.  What  Stoecker  may  say  does 
not  interfere  with  our  equanimity. 

VII.  If  Zionism  is  to  be  a  place  of  refuge 
only  for  the  persecuted,  it  is  an  insult  to  them, 
for,  presumably,  Zion  is  not  considered  fit  foi 
the  non-persecuted. 

Zionism  is  a  question  that  concerns  the  Jew- 
ish race  as  such,  and  hence  is  no  question  of 
groups  or  individuals  located  here  or  there  in 
persecuting  or  non-persecuting  lands.  The  in- 
ner desire  and  the  self-determination  of  the 
Jewish  race  will  determine  the  character  of 
those  who  will  be  inspired  to  return. 

VIII.  Personal  assurances  of  his  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  his  hard-suffering  co-relig- 
ionists. 

No  one  has  ever  questioned  the  fine  spirit 
of  philanthropy,  and  the  willingness  to  be  gen 
erous,  of  Mr.  Schiff,  but  it  is  to  be  regretted 
that  he  has  not  learned  that  Zionism  is  work 
ing  in  the  same  direction  of  obviating  the  nec- 
essity of  that  philanthrophy  which,  in  the 
United  States,  seems  to  have  absorbed  almost 
all  that  there  is  left  of  Jewish  life.  Jewish 
philanthropy  is  sick  with  the  common  ailment 
of  all  philanthropy.  Zionism  is  a  radical  cure 
of  Jewish  ailments;  it  is  the  policy  of  self- 
help  pitted  against  the  enervating  influences 
of  static  philanthropy. 

IX.  The  emigration  solution  cannot  solve 
the  Russian  Jewish  problem  in  its  entirety,  and 
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he  infers  that  Zionism,  representing  a  migra- 
tion scheme,  has  nothing  to  offer  in  that  di 
rection. 

Zionism  is  not  a  migration  scheme  in  the 
sense  in  which  the  term  is  commonly  used, 
nor  is  it  an   effort   to  provide   a  temporary 
home  of  refuge  for  the  persecuted  in  Russia 
It  aims  to  solve  the  problem  of  the  Jewish 
race  by  the   acceleration  of  Jewish   self -con 
sdousness.      Of   course,    when    this    self-con 
sciousness  is  developed,  when  the  preliminary 
work  of  our  movement  has  plowed  the  wa> 
for  free  access  to  Palestine,  with  the  guaran 
tees  for  a  free,  autonomous  State,  the  perse- 
cuted will,  most  likely,  be  in  the  first  ranks 
of  the  returning  exiles.     Persecution  is  only 
the   ever-present   shadow    accompanying    the 
fact  of  the  existence  of  the  Jew. 

X.  Zionism  retards  the  perfect  Americani 
zation  of  recent  Jewish  immigrants,  whose 
success  and  happiness  depend  upon  their  ab- 
sorption, apart  from  their  faith,  into  the  Amer 
ican  people. 

Perfect  Americanization  should  be  defined. 
With  some  Americans,  perfect  Americaniza 
tion  means  intermarriage  and  a  State  religion. 
With  some  Jews,  perfect  Americanization 
mean  a  complete  negation  of  the  historical  and 
natural  evolution  of  Jewry.  If  Americaniza- 
tion means  forgetting  Jewry,  and  the  throw- 
ing overboard  of  the  historical  values  of  our 
people,  then  we  are  glad  of  the  fact  that  Zion- 
ism retards  it  But  if  Americanization  means 
the  consciousness  of  one's  own  immediate  in- 
terests, as  far  as  they  are  interwoven  with 
the  political  and  industrial  life  of  this  country, 
then  Zionism  does  undoubtedly  help  the  new- 
comer to  understand  that  his  value  as  a  citizen 
depends  upon  the  consciousness  of  his  Jewish 


affiliation,  and  of  the  fact  that  he  is  entitled 
and  in  duty  bound  to  become  a  free  citizen, 
who  is  able  and  willing  to  assert  his  individu- 
ality. We  are  sorry  that  there  is  not  enough 
effort  made  to  inform  newcomers  of  the  ac- 
tual character  of  American  ideals  and  institu- 
tions. Zionism  means  to  produce  a  stronger 
individual  Jew,  a  self-assertive  man,  and  not 
one  who  is  passively  submissive  under  wrong, 
even  in  the  state  of  alleged  freedom,  and  this 
also  is  the  aim  of  democracy  in  America.  That 
man  who  is  willing  to  abdicate  all  that  the  past 
has  done  to  make  him,  can  be  neither  a  Zionist 
nor  a  free  American  citizen. 

Mr.  Schiff's  letter  seems  to  be  a  complete 
defense  of  the  status  quo  of  the  Jewish  people. 
Twelve  million  people  cannot  be  transported 
to  any  one  geographical  centre;  therefore,  a 
solution  that  includes  the  entire  Jewish  race  is 
impossible,  and  consequently  each  group  must 
shift  for  itself.  Statistics  will  show  that  of  the 
twelve  million  Jews,  about  ten  million  live  in 
a  state  of  persecution  and  oppression.  Proba- 
bly Mr.  Schiff  speaks  in  the  name  of  the  fa- 
vored two  million. 

The  dilemma  that  confronts  Mr.  Schiff  is 
the  alternative  of  accepting  the  theory  of  com- 
plete assimilation,  or  that  of  strict  orthodoxy. 
But  Mr.  Schiff  does  not  believe  in  complete 
,  assimilation  and  proclaims  himself  a  Jew.  And 
the  adoption  of  strict  orthodoxy  means  a  re- 
turn to  the  Ghetto  policy  of  building  a  wall 
about  the  Hebrew' Law,  which  will  create  a 
spiritual  separation  even  worse  than^e  physi- 
cal separateness  advocated  by  Zionism.  Mr. 
fchiff  virtually  disclaimed  orthodoxy  in  his 
hautauqua  address. 
Boris  Kazmann. 
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Charter  or  G>nce8sion 


By  Dr.  D.  Pasmanik 


(Continued.) 


Having  explained  the  nature  of  a  charter, 
^e  pass  now  to  Zionist  policies.  Two  things 
must  be  borne  in  mind:  first,  that  Zionism 
does  not  aim  to  exploit,  but  to  colonize  the 
land;  second,  that  Turkey  maintains  its  own 
sovereignty,  and  is  the  legal  as  well  as  the 
actual  possessor  of  the  land.  What  do  we 
Zionists  represent? 

To  the  outside  world,  the  Zionist  organi- 
zation represents  a  moral  value,  but,  under 
certain  conditions,  it  may  develop  important 
significance,  as  was  the  case  when  the  Uganda 
proposition  was  considered,  and  yet,  neither 
the  Actions  Comite  nor  the  Congress  is 
the  proper  agency  to  enter  into  negotiations 
with  governments.  From  the  point  of  view  of 
legal  authority,  the  Congress  may  carry  on  ne- 
gotiations only  through  the  Bank;  that  is, 
in  reality,  in  the  eyes  of  the  world,  we  are  a 
trust  or  stock  company,  in  a  peculiar  form. 
This  fact  cannot  be  concealed  in  the  phraseol- 
ogy of  an  international  sigfnificance  of  the  Jew 
ish  question,  now  expressed  in  the  emigration 
of  the  Jewish  masses.  In  their  official  organ, 
the  S.  S.  Party  charged  the  Jewish  bourgeoisie 
with  not  discharging  their  obligations  to  the 
Jews  by  not  obtaining  a  territory  for  the  emi- 
grating masses.  This  complaint,  however,  is 
an  indictment  of  the  present  capitalist  system 
under  which  a  territor>'  may  be  secured  in 
this  way,  and  only  in  this  way.  Under  the 
present  system  a  territory  is  secured  either 
by  conquest  of  arms,  which  is  not  at  all  con 
sidered  by  Zionists,  or  by  the  purchase  of  land 
with  money.  When  the  S.  S.  speak  of  diplo 
matic  negotiations,  they  speak,  in  fact,  of  ne 
gotiations  bf  means  of  financial  institutions 
Even  to  the  genial  Zangrwill,  no  territory  will 
l>e  given  without  presenting  some  material  rea- 
sons, shares  paid  up  in  full  by  private  persons 
or  by  some  organization.  We  are  pressed  to 
make  these  remarks,  for  there  exists  among 


our  young  men  a  frenzy  at  the  expression  of 
certain  ideas,  and  they  are  misled  by  fine 
words.  Much  has  been  said  against  diplomacy, 
and  yet,  the  first  thing  proposed  by  the  S.  S. 
is  a  proposal  in  favor  of  diplomatic  negotia* 
tions.  But  under  the  present  system,  diplo- 
'matic  negotiations  unsupported  by  a  powerful 
army  or  immense  financial  resources,  lead  to 
nothing,  or,  at  most,  in  case  of  urgent  neces- 
sity, to  an  expression  of  platonic  sympathy, 
and  nothing  more. 

The  first  prerequisite  we  do  not  possess;  the 
second  we  have  begun  to  gather.  Consequent- 
ly, the  Zionists,  neglecting  nothing  that  can  be 
of  a  moral  advantage,  must  begin  negotiations 
in  the  form  of  a  corporation. 

We  desire  to  secure  Palestine  or  the  adja- 
cent lands.  Therefore,  we  must  begin  negotia 
tions  with  the  actual  owner  of  the  country, 
the  Turkish  Government.  The  best  we  can 
aim  for  is  an  extensive  concession,  but  only 
a  concession.  It  may  be  limited  to  the  right 
to  colonize  the  land,  or  we  may  be  given  po- 
litical and  economic — that  is,  public-legal  priv- 
ileges, that  will  enable  us  to  develop  the  Jew 
ish  nation.  But  these  privileges  will  be  only 
a  concession,  or,  in  the  words  of  Werner, 
"Something  issuing  exclusively  from  the  Turk- 
ish Government,  in  regard  to  which  we  may 
(or  must)  presuppose  other  Powers  cannot  in- 
terfere." That  is,  stated  more  clearly,  some- 
thing which  in  itself  does  not  contain  any  pub^ 
lie  legal  guaranty.  If  the  name  is  of  any  use, 
let  the  concession  be  called  "The  Turkish 
Charter,"  but  the  name  or  the  form  is  not 
important  to  us,  the  essence  of  the  privilege  is 
what  we  must  take  into  consideration.  It  is, 
therefore,  important  for  us  to  know  that  a 
charter  implies  a  guaranty,  and  that  the  Turk- 
ish Charter  can  contain  only  public  legal  privi- 
leges, but  no  guaranty.  Turkey  can  issue  no 
guaranty  against  itself;  this  must  be  granted 


Digitized  by 


Google 


194 


THB  MACCABAIAN. 


by  a  third  party,  which  would  be  ready  to 
mcAre  its  army  in  defense  of  our  privileges. 
Stated  more  clearly,  the  charter  obtained  from 
Turkey  can  only  then  become  a  charter  when 
it  will  be  recognized  and  supported  by  one 
or  several  of  the  Powers.  From  Turkey  we 
obtain  a  concession,  a  guaranteed  charter  onl.v 
from  the  great  Powers.  We  must  once  for  all 
clear  the  Zionist  camp  of  this  confusion.  The 
subject  should  be  clearly  understood. 

From  the  above  it  is  evident  that  the  Zion- 
ist policy  has  but  two  avenues  of  activity : 

I.  Those  who  desire  to  come  into  imme 
diate  possession  of  a  charter,  with  public  legal 
guarantees,  must  cease  all  negotiations  with 
Turkey,  and  look  for  salvation  in  negotiations 
with  large  Powers,  who  are  more  or  less  in- 
terested in  the  solution  of  the  Jewish  question, 
as  well  as  in  a  modification  of  the  status  quo 
in  Palestine.  They  have  two  ways  to  follow: 
first,  from  below,  with  strong  financial  insti- 
tutions, a  better  disciplined  organization;  sec- 
ond, from  above,  a  genial  diplomacy  repre- 
sented by  one  or  several  persons,  who  can 
easily  gain  the  sympathy  and  the  confidence 
of  the  European  powers,  and  who  have  behind 
them  the  orgazination  and  its  institutions,  and 
who  could  force  the  Jewish  question  into  a 
prominent  position  in  the  world  of  politics. 

Those  who  think  that  the  national  ideal  can 
be  achieved  at  once,  at  one  stroke,  who  fear 
for  the  fate  of  Jewish  colonization  if  it  be  not 
guaranteed  and  protected  by  the  civilized 
world,  and,  finally,  those  who  believe  that  this 
is  the  only  way  to  finance  an  immense  enter 
prise  of  a  large  colonization  of  the  Jewish 
masses,  are  in  favor  of  this  diplomatic  course. 

The  defenders  of  this  course  of  action  argue 
that  neither  the  Jewish  Colonial  Bank,  the 
National  Fund,  nor  the  ICA,  together  with  all 
other  philanthropic  institutions,  possesses  the 


colossal  means  necessary  to  carry  on  a  mass 
colonization.  The  means  must  be  furnished 
by  international  capital,  which  must  be  pro- 
tected by  guaranteed  enterprises.  With  a  char- 
ter guaranteed  by  one  or.  several  powers,  the 
Jews  will  be  able  to  secure  an  advantageous 
loan  in  the  market  of  international  capital. 

This  method  depends  exclusively  upon  diplo- 
matic negotiations.  It  is  surprising  that  those 
who  were  loudest  in  their  demands  for  guaran 
tees,  and  who  would  not  content  themselves 
with  public  legal  guarantees,  but  demanded  in- 
ternational guarantees,  soon  thereafter  became 
the  bitterest  opponents  of  so-called  diplomatic 
Zionism. 

2.  The  other  course  open  to  us  is  apparently 
more  prolonged  and  slower.  Palestine  is  in 
the  possession  of  Turkey;  therefore,  it  is  nec- 
essary to  negotiate  with  Turkey.  Turkey  will 
not  permit  the  interference  of  any  other  power 
Against  itself  it  can  issue  no  guaranteed  char 
ter,  but  only  concessions.  These  we  must  en 
deavor  to  obtain.  The  substance  and  extent  of 
these  concessions  vary,  and  the  Zionist  organi- 
zation must  conform  itself  to  the  circum- 
stances. The  evolutionary  method  of  advance 
is  of  equal  advantage  both  to  Turkey  and  to 
the  Zionists.  Turkey,  always  in  control  of  the 
concessions,  will  be  able  to  learn  the  import- 
ant significance  of  the  introduction  of  a  normal 
culture  in  Palestine.  At  the  same  time,  the 
Zionists  provided  with  concessions,  will  be  en- 
abled to  begin  immediate  practical  work  in 
Palestine.  The  disputes  as  to  the  fitness  of  the 
masses,  the  strength  of  the  organization,  will 
cease,  for  the  substance  and  extent  of  the 
concessions  will  be  in  direct  proportion  to  the 
fitness,  the  means  of  the  masses  and  the  or 
ganization. 

(To  be  continued.) 
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Palestine 


By  Theodore  Herzl 


Now  that  we  understand  and  have  at  our 
command  every  advantage  of  the  times,  can  it 
be  that  we  are  still  as  powerless,  as  helpkss, 
as  our  fathers  in  the  Ghetto?  No!  We  both 
can  and  will  improve  our  condition.  We  pos- 
sess science  and  industry,  we  know  how  to 
deal  with  men,  we  can  distinguish  ourselves  in 
official  life,  we  are  producers  of  wealth,  we 
establish  enterprises;  and  still  a  tenfold  curse 
seems  to  hang  over  us,  and  bitterest  povert}' 
is  our  lot.  And,  what  is  it  that  we  lack?  A 
secure  land,  where,  free  from  oppression,  we 
may  cultivate  the  soil  in  accordance  with  our 
powers  and  abilities.  Of  course,  you  know  of 
such  a  land;  surely  a  certain  movement  is  not 
unknown  to  you. 

Eighteen  centuries  of  exile  and  hope  arc  in 
this  word. 

And  still  there  are  scornful  Jews  who  laugh 
at  Zionism;  there  are  narrow-minded  and 
illiberal  Jews  who  fight  against  it.  The  Zion 
ist  movement,  which  they  at  first  passed  by  in 
silence,  at  which  they  later  sneered,  and  which 
they  finally  began  to  attack— this  movement 
possesses  a  wonderful  strength,  a  whole  peo- 
ple's strength,  the  existence  of  which  can  be 
neither  denied  nor  overlooked.  Only  one 
thing,  however,  is  necessary:  that  our  sons 
reawaken  our  slumbering  nation ;  that  our  peo- 
ple express  their  will  to  the  world. 

But  a  short  time  ago  this  thing  seemed  im- 
possible.    Now  it  is  a  reality. 

In  August  of  the  year  1897,  the  Zionist  pro- 
gram  was   definitely    formulated. 

"Zionism  strives  for  the  establishment  of  a 
publicly  legally  assured  home  for  the  Jeivish 
people" 

In  that,  all  is  expressed;  from  it,  we  will 
not  be  moved.  There  is  nothing  that  the  will 
cannot  accomplish.  He  will  accomplish  his 
end,  that  enters  upon  his  work  with  a  strong 
and  unbending  purpose.  Our  manifest  duty, 
therefore,  lies  in  the  work  that  comes  up  in 
our  striving  towards  our  aim,  regardless  of 


obstacles.    As  a  matter  of  fact,  quite  important 
aids  in  our  great  work  have  already  appeared 
in  tnany  places,  not  only  among  Jews,  but  also 
among  Christians.    The  time  has  not  yet  come 
when  everything  can  be  reported  that  has  been 
accomplished,  from  the  first  Basle  Congress  to 
this  day,  in  the  direction  of  enlightening  pub- 
lic opinion,  and  of  placing  our  endeavors  be- 
fore the  Powers  interested,  so  that  the  fact 
that  human  laws,   after  all,  are  in  harmony 
with  the  spirit  of  humanity,  may  be  demon- 
strated. 
That  is  the  ethical  side  of  the  problem. 
To  acquire  a  land — for  a  scattered  people, 
that  has  been  scattered  over  all  the  lands  and 
countries  in  which  the  Jews  are  now  oppressed 
and  martyred!    Wherever  the  name  "Geulah" 
will  be  heard,  the  sons  of  our  people  will  re- 
joice and  exult,  if  their  hearts  are  still  of  flesh 
and  have  not  been  changed  to  stone.     Wher- 
ever the  sons  of  our  people  will  be  able  to 
show    the    world    that    they    understand    the 
great  Idea  of  Israel  rearising  on  his  own  soil; 
that  they  still  can  and  will  uplift  the  nation; 
they  will  win  friends  for  themselves,  who  will 
stand  by  them.     The  biggest  and  ugliest  re- 
proach  that  people  can  cast  upon  us  is  that 
we  have  no  national  ideal. 

Those  opponents  of  Zionism  in  our  midst 
who  attempt  to  stir  up  the  belief  that  this 
movement  will  harm  the  Jews  in  the  countries 
in  which  they  live,  could  perhaps  justify  their 
bitter  opposition  with  the  charge  that  Anti- 
Semites  contemplate  Zionism  with  satisfac- 
tion. 

But  these  very  opponents  of  ours  neither 
know  nor  understand  that  that  same  Zionism 
will  bring  about  peace,  a  world-wide  peace. 
This  will  be  the  fruit  of  our  deeds,  of  those 
deeds  for  which  they  feel  a  deadly  hatred. 

The  movement  to  establish  a  Jewish  .settle- 
ment in  the  land  of  our  fathers  will  bring  balm 
and  healing  to  those  countries  that  arc  sick 
with  Jew-hatred.     It  will  at  the   same  time. 
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contribute  towards  the  moral  and  spiritual 
emancipation  of  the  Orient,  and  towards  the 
re-establishment  of  order  there.  Even  the 
colonies  which  have  but  lately  been  established 
in  Palestine,  though  few  in  number,  have 
shown  that  the  land  of  our  fathers  is  still 
healthful  and  fruitful.    Any  soil  is  most  fruit- 


care  for  it,  how  much  more  so  the  land  of  our 
fathers,  which  in  the  golden  age  of  our  history 
was  a  land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey! 

And  our  land  shall  again  be  a  "land  with 
milk  and  honey  blest,"  when  the  sons  of  our 
people,  who  have  suffered  so  much  in  the 
Goluth,  will  once  more  dwell  in  the  land  of 


ful    when    industrious    workers    cultivate    and      their  fathers. 


IN  MEMORIAM. 
Born,  July  22,  1849.      Died,  November  19,  1887. 
EMMA  LAZARUS. 
To  Hellas  she  had  consecrated 

The  fruit  and  flower  of  her  art 
Till,  seeing  Israel  desecrated, 

Her  people  wounded,  in  anguish  smart, 

She  tuned  her  lyre  and  sang  anew 
Songs  of  a  Semite,  the  glory  of  the  Jew. 

— /.  //.  Berkotviis. 
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The  Spectre's  Little  Game 


By  Lotus  Lipsky 


It  was  one  Chanuka  night.  His  grand- 
father pretended  he  was  going  home ;  but  when 
Archie  clutched  his  coat-tails  and  rubbed  up 
affectionately  again  his  knees,  he  remained, 
grumbling. 

"Tell,  Seide,  won't  you?" 

"About  the  Sambatyon  and  the  stones,  Seide! 
A  story  of  the  Sambatyon!" 

"Little  thieves!  Always  stories!"  he  pro- 
tested. "And  what  kind;  Sambatyon,  angels, 
devils,  princes  and  kings!  How  many  have  I 
told  you,  and  yet  you  are  not  satisfied !  Why, 
look  at  me!  You  wouldn't  think  I  am  a  good 
story;  but  I  am,  a  story  on  two  legs,  filled 
with  snuff.  You  never  bulldozed  me  to  tell 
of  myself,  you  little  rabbits,  you!" 

But  he  sat  down  before  the  glowing  fire, 
where  mother  was  boiling  the  coffee  after  the 
Sabbath,  and,  drawing  the  children  about  him, 
hemmed  and  hawed  and  pretended  he  was  con- 
sidering what  to  tell.  Mother  stirred  the  dying 
embers  and  stuffed  the  stove  with  large  pieces 
of  wood  that  filled  the  room  with  a  resinous 
smell.  The  children  clung  to  him,  now  that 
he  had  promised,  and  the  room  was  soon  peo- 
pled with  princes  and  hobgoblins  and  clay 
puppets,  and,  finally,  with  people  no  grander 
than  his  own  grand  self. 

"Yes,"  he  said,  "I  believe  that  only  on  the 
other  side  good  stories  are  made.  Near  the 
place  where  Labke's  father  used  to  live,  and 
where  I  had  a  blacksmith  shop  (that  was  about 
twenty  years  ago),  many  things  happened  that 
would  make  your  eyes  open.  You  should  have 
seen  me  make  the  sparks  fly.  And  when  the 
children  peeped  in  I  would  pretend  to  be  angry 
and  in  a  great  hurry,  and  the  sparks  would  fly 
faster  and  faster.  And  I  would  shoo  them 
away,  like  this." 

And  he  would  shoo  the  children  away,  and 
they  would  laugh  with  a  pecidiar  glee.  When- 
ever grandfather  came,  father's  sternness  soft- 
ened.    The  liberties  they  took   with  him  as- 
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tonished  them.  As  Joey  remembers,  he  was 
strong  until  his  dying  day,  and  so  cheerful  and 
satisfied  with  death  that  they  thought  it  a 
fine  ending  to  a  very  good  story.  He  was 
proud  that  he  had  never  sought  for  help  from 
his  children;  he  had  always  paid  his  own  way, 
and  when  he  retired  from  business  for  good, 
he  slowly  consumed  the  little  money  he  had 
accumulated,  but  never  sought  any  favors.  He 
was  not  learned  as  learning  goes  among  Jews, 
and  in  the  presence  of  the  Rav,  was  very 
modest  and  reticent.  But  to  the  children  he 
was  no  less  than  the  greatest  man  in  the  city; 
for  my!  he  could  tell  fine  stories! 

Chanuka  is  the  holiday  which  has  none  of 
the  restraints  of  piety  and  none  of  the  ex- 
cesses of  jollity  which  go  with  other  holidays; 
it  reflects  the  spirit  of  wintering  indoors.  You 
need  not  go  to  schul;  there  are  no  extra 
prayers;  you  need  not  fast;  there  is  much  to 
eat;  but  you  thoroughly  enjoy  yourselves  at 
home  feeling  that  religion  and  sedate  comfort 
go  hand  in  hand  together. 

On  Chanuka  you  basked  in  the  glare  of  the 
parlor  fire  as  you  read  a  jolly  book,  cracking 
nuts;  and  when  your  father  came  home,  red- 
faced  and  cold  and  warmed  his  hands  before 
lighting  the  candles,  there  was  such  benign 
satisfaction  in  all  his  movements,  that  you 
felt  glad  that  the  Jews  had  a  holiday  "that  was 
just  as  good  as  Christmas  any  day!"  The  lit- 
tle candles  flickered  coquettishly ;  you  fought 
with  your  brothers  and  sisters  for  the  privilege 
of  lighting  one  of  them,  and  every  evening,  if 
you  were  very  small  and  had  older  brothers 
and  sisters,  brought  your  "turn"  nearer  to 
apply  the  shammcs  to  the  lights. 

Card-playing  was  a  pious  diversion,  and  if 
your  grandfather  paid  a  visit  and  declared  that 
he,  too,  would  join  the  game  (reckless  of  con- 
sequences), you  knew  that  whatever  the 
chances  of  the  game,  if  you  played  for  pen- 
nies or  nuts,  in  the  end  you  would  not  lose; 
for  your  grandfather  was  there  to  see  to  it. 
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He  had  his  own  way  of  playing.  He  fingered 
his  cards  with  a  mysterious  interest,  and  slyly 
offered  suggestions  to  the  children ;  but  he  was 
very  generous  when  he  played ;  he  smiled  when 
cheated;  but  always  found  a  way  to  reprove 
the  cheat  and  yet  not  to  deprive  him  of  his 
winnings. 

"Archie/*  he  would  say,  stroking  the  urchin's 
cheek,  "Tell  me  what  you  have  really  lost.  As 
much  as  four  pennies?  Well,  I  believe  I  owe 
some  Chanuka  gelt;  why  haven't  you  visited 
me  to  get  it?" 

And  then  and  there  he  would  open  his  pocket 
book  and  discharge  his  debts  to  all  the  children, 
who  at  once  fell  to  playing  with  renewed  vigor. 
They  had  more  money  to  lose. 

"Seide,  look  at  Joey!  He  is  peeping  at  my 
cards;  no  wonder  I'm  losing!" 

"It  is  true,"  he  would  say,  slowly  picking  up 
his  cards.  "It  is  not  wrong  to  play  cards 
on  Ghanuka.  At  home  we  used  to  play  cards, 
because  it  was,  in  a  way,  a  custom,  a  religious 
custom ;  it  was  a  pious  'make-believe.'  In  hon- 
or of  God  we  may  even  do  thinngs  that  are  not 
exactly  good." 

After  the  game,  mother  would  place  red 
apples  on  the  bare  table,  black  grapes,  and 
some  would  pop  corn,  while  the  others  played 
After  a  while  Seide  would  deliberately  gathei 
all  the  cards  to  himself,  place  them  careful!> 
in  their  box,  and  say,  "Enough  for  to-night' 
Aleck  and  Sammy  Smith — neighbors'  boys — 
played  with  hammers  and  a  little  red  wagon 
until  they  were  exhausted.  The  kitchen  fire 
was  all  aglow  and  it  was  decided  to  pop  more 
com.    They  sat  down  to  hull  the  com. 

"What  do  you  think  of  this,"  said  Joey,  mas- 
ter of  ceremonies,  "here's  an  ear  with  yellow 
com  like  what  the  cows  eat.  I  wonder  if  it'll 
pop." 

•'Course  it  will,"  said  Aleck,  the  practical, 
who  knew  a  little  about  horses.  "But  you've 
got  to  look  out,  it  will  explode  and  make  a  lot 
of  noise." 
But  the  mother  said  no;  she  preferred  pop^ 
•  corn  that  would  not  explode,  and  would  re- 
turn the  ear  to  the  grocer  and  get  a  good  one 
for  it. 

"Say,  fellers,"  whispered  Joey,  "watch  some 
fun  with  Archie." 
He  went  into  the  parlor  and  returned  with 


an  illustrated  book,  then  seated  himself  close 
to  Archie,  called  the  boys  about  him  confiden 
tially  and  offered  to  show  Archie  "sumtin." 

"What   is   it,"   inquired   Archie,    innocently. 

"It's  a  fine  book,"  and  Joey  suddenly  placed 
before  him  a  page  containing  a  picture  of  an 
ostrich  hunter.  The  entire  body  of  the  bird, 
except  its  legs,  was  tied  to  the  hunter's  should- 
ers, leaving  his  arms  free  to  shoot  arrows  at 
a  group  of  unsuspecting  ostriches  near  by 
No  sooner  did  he  see  the  picture,  than  Archie 
let  out  a  yell  of  fear,  covered  his  eyes,  and 
cried  out,  "I  don't  want  to  see  it;  take  it 
away;  I  don't  want  to  see  it!" 

But  Joey  persisted,  with  fiendish  malice,  de- 
claring that  he  saw  nothing  in  a  picture  to  be 
afraid  of.  Then  the  mother  intervened  and 
snatched  the  book  away  from  him. 

"Did  you  ever  see  r.  'fraid-cat,'  af/aid  of  a 
picture  every  time?" 

As  punishment  for  this  assault  on  Archie,  all 
the  children  were  sent  off  to  bed. 

You  may  be  sure  that  sleep  on  Chanuka  was 
not  unmixed  with  dreams.  Heavy  stomachs 
make  light  sleepers,  and  when  you  had  filled 
yours  with  nuts  and  baked  beans  and  candy 
and  cake,  it  was  just  like  inviting  all  the  giants 
and  hobgoblins  to  pay  you  a  visit,  to  lead 
you  through  blood-red  battles,  and  to  drop 
you  down  deep  fathomless  abysses. 

After  duly  quarreling  with  Archie  as  to  the 
division  of  the  bed,  whose  side  was  the  right 
and  whose  the  left,  and  who  should  have  the 
larger  part  of  the  quilt,  Joey  fell  into  a  "Cha- 
nuka" sleep.  In  his  right  hand  he  clutched  the 
money  he  had  won  that  night.  He  was  afraid 
it  might  fall  from  his  hand  while  he  slept 
The  thought  worried  him ;  finally  he  cautiously 
placed  the  pennies  under  his  pillow;  then  he 
felt  easy. 

He  was  aroused  by  a  low  murmur  which 
came,  or  seemed  to  come,  from  the  parlor. 
Wonderingly,  he  arose  and  made  his  way 
through  the  bedroom  into  the  clothes  closet, 
and  through  another  bedroom,  he  arrived  at 
the  door  leading  into  the  parlor.  He  walked 
with  assurance;  but,  as  he  reached  the  door, 
he  felt  that  it  would  be  wise  to  exercise  cau- 
tion, for  the  murmur  still  came  from  the 
parlor.  He  deliberated  before  he  peered 
through  the  crack  of  the  open  door.     Maybe, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE     MAGCABAXAN. 


199 


he  ought  not  to  look;  you  can't  tell.  If  you 
look,  expecting  to  see  something  strange,  b> 
some  hocus-pocus  of  the  imagination,  it  might 
be  there.  Finally,  he  decided  to  take  just  one 
little  peek.  It  was  nothing;  there  were  onl> 
four  men  seated  around  the  table;  he  could  not 
see  their  faces  distinctly.  Afraid?  Not  a  bitl 
They  were  playing  cards  earnestly,  with  a 
large  plate  of  baked  herrings  and  steaming  hot 
potatoes.  Joey's  mouth  watered.  Though  he 
knew  none  of  them,  he  surmised  that  probably 
his  father  had  invited  them  to  play  a  game  of 
cards  in  honor  of  Chanuka.  But  he  looked  in 
vain  for  his  father.  They  were  playing  with- 
out him.  Then  they  began  consuming  the 
potatoes  and  her-ring  with  great  relish.  They 
smacked  their  lips  as  they  ate,  but  there  was 
no  noise.  That  was  strange.  Not  one  of  them 
spoke.  There  were  heaps  of  coin  on  the  table, 
but  there  was  no  clinking,  and  they  were  pass- 
ing the  cards  and  emptying  the  plates  and 
eating,  but  there  was  no  sound;  just  a  mur- 
mur, that  was  all. 

Then  Joey  noticed  in  their  hip  pockets  a 
glint  of  blades,  and  just  as  he  was  about  to 
utter  a  cry  of  terror,  it  was  smothered  in  his 
throat,  for  one  of  them  deliberately  drew  a 
dagger  from  his  hip  pocket  and  placed  it,  with 
a  menacing  look,  on  the  table  to  his  right; 
and  the  opposite  player,  with  a  smile,  placed  a 
large  steel  revolver  that  glittered,  on  the  table 
to  his  right;  and  they  continued  the  game. 

Joe/s  position  was  becoming  unpleasant 
His  eye  was  glued  to  the  crack,  and  it  seemed 
impossible  to  get  away.  One  of  the  men,  with 
large  black  whiskers,  who  seemed  to  be  win- 
ning all  the  money,  made  a  gesture  of  weari- 
ness, gathered  all  his  winnings  together  and 
began  pouring  it  into  his  pants'  pocket,  while 
the  others  glared  at  him.  It  might  have  been 
about  five  minutes  thav  he  kept  pouring  the 
money  into  his  pocket.  His  lips  moved  as  if  he 
were  saying,  "It  does  seem  a  large  sum,  but 
I  am  quite  used  to  it,"  and  he  continued  his 
remarks  with  a  song,  for  he  made  a  flourish 
with  his  left  hand  and  grinned  and  twisted 
his  mouth  like  old  Weisman.  To  have  spoken 
would  have  broken  the  spell,  and  Joey's  pres- 
ent position  was  much  to  be  preferred  as 
against  the  possible  dangers  of  breaking  the 
spell.     He  had  heard  of  such  things  before. 


The  men  before  him  were  spectres,  or  ghosts, 
or  spooks,  or  something  like  that.  They  were 
wonderfully  sensitive;  the  least  breath  dis- 
turbed them.  One  need  not  talk  aloud,  they 
were  disturbed  even  by  one's  thinking  in- 
fvardly.    What  was  a  fellow  to  do? 

One  seemed  to  be  telling  a  story;  his  hands 
moved  rapidly,  and  he  often  glanced  toward 
the  door  where  Joey  held  his  eye  to  the  crack. 
He  placed  his  hand  upon  his  pistol  and  then, 
turning  to  his  companions,  with  a  sudden  in- 
terest in  his  cards,  played  one  of  them  with  a 
triumphant  smack  on  the  table. 
"Wonder  if  they're  real  ghosts!" 
Now  he  began  to  see  them  much  clearer. 
The  bushy  black  beard  reminded  him  of  the  ■ 
crazy  old  man  who  lived  in  Holland  street; 
but  this  man  was  not  drunk.  And  where  was 
his  soldier's  uniform?  The  man  whose  beard 
was  tangled  up  with  his  feet  looked  at  one 
time  like  a  Jewish  edition  of  Rip  Van  Winkle ; 
his  side-partner  was  a  mild-eyed,  cautious  per- 
son, who  seemed  to  be  thoroughly  at  home 
with  the  cards,  and  hugged  his  "hand"  like 
Morris  Davis,  the  professional  card-player.  No 
sooner  had  Joey  fixed  his  eye  on  the  fourth 
man,  when,  wonderful  to  behold,  his  face 
changed;  first  he  was  Mephistopheles,  with 
long  pointed  beard,  and  little  pointed  knobs  on 
his  forehead.  Joey  guessed  that  that  was  the 
place  where  his  horns  were  about  to  sprout. 
Then,  with  a  grin,  the  pointed  beard  disap- 
peared and  there  sat  his  grandfather,  playing 
quietly,  biting  his  lips  with  vexation.  When 
he  did  that,  Joey  knew  he  was  losing.  Before 
Joey  could  gather  courage  from  the  presence 
of  his  grandfather,  the  face  changed  to  that  of 
the  Flying  Dutchman..  Why  the  Flying  Dutch- 
man? Joey  had  seen  pictures  of  Father  Time, 
whose  beard  and  the  corners  of  whose  gar- 
ments all  seemed  to  be  blown  by  the  wind  in 
one  direction.  That  was  the  figure  before  him, 
and  that  was  how  he  had  always  pictured  the 
Flying  Dutchman!  Then  the  face  became  the 
counterpart  of  the  Rav.  He  played  cards  with 
glances  over  his  right  shoulder;  his  wife  didn't 
like  card-playing.  Then  Weisman  rose  be- 
fore him,  and  his  face  was  distorted  as  if  he 
were  singing;  he  opened  his  mouth  wide,  as 
usual.  The  other  men  of  the  party  made  ges- 
tures of  impatience;    his   song  evidently  was 
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not  pleasing  to  them.  Then  Mephistopheles 
reappeared. 

A  storm  seemed  to  be  brewing.  Perhaps  it 
was  Joey's  argus  eye  that  disturbed  them.  Rip 
Van  Winkle  whispered  to  Mephistopheles,  who 
passed  the  word  to  the  carzy  old  man,  who 
in  his  turn,  leaned  over  and  muttered  some- 
thing in  Davis*  ear;  then  Davis  felt  of  his  in- 
side pocket  and  drew  forth  a  large  tailor's 
shears  and  snapped  them  viciously.  Meph- 
istopheles glanced  recklessly  down  the  barrel 
of  his  revolver.  Rip  Van  Winkle  deliberately 
ran  his  eye  down  the  edge  of  his  knife,  like 
a  Schochet,  and  nodded  approvingly.  The 
crazy  old  man  who  had  no  weapon  hefted  his 
neighbor's  chair  to  see  if  it  could  be  used  in 
defense;  he  had  no  other  weapon.  Still  they 
played  vigorously,  slapping  the  car'3s  down 
on  the  table  with  enthusiasm. 

Then,  suddenly,  all  four  turned  about,  faced 
Joey's  hiding-place,  arose,  and,  uttering  one 
ear-splitting  yell,  made  a  rush  for  Joey. 

Joey  ducked  behind  a  door. 

He  ran  into  the  clothes  closet;  then  he 
looked  for  the  door  but  could  not  find  it.  That 
was  the  avenue  of  escape,  and  it  was  closed. 
He  heard  loud  breathing  behind  him,  like  the 
panting  of  a  steam  engine ;  he  plunged  into  the 
closet,  where  the  clothes  lay  in  large  layers 
and  hid  himself  among  them.  He  nudged 
close  to  the  wall,  and  tried  to  make  himself 
as  small  as  possible.  He  tried  to  lift  himself 
up  in  order  to  take  his  feet  off  the  floor.  He 
heard  the  silent  clicking  of  revolvers,  and 
thought  he  saw  the  glittering  of  knives.  Then 
he  heard  a  chuckle,  as  if  his  pursuers  knew 
where  he  was,  but  were  playing  with  him.  He 
thought  they  knew  they  could  get  him  when 
they  wanted  him.  He  heard  a  ripping  sound 
like  that  of  a  knife  slashing  pillow-cases.  How 
could  he  get  out  to  call  for  the  police;  he 
could  not  even  leave  the  closet  to  wake  his 
father.  Perhaps  they  were  murdering  him 
now;  and  there  was  the  baby,  too.  He  won- 
dered what  they  had  done  with  the  baby ;  may- 
be he  was  too  little  for  them  to  see!  You 
could  not  tell.  But  his  father!  They  must 
have  killed  him  sure.  And  then  he  heard  the 
chuckle  again.  It  was  like  his  father's  voice. 
They  must  be  making  believe.  He  buried  him- 
self deeper  into  the  clothes  and  tried  to  hold 


his  breath.  He  almost  succeeded,  when  he 
felt  a  hand,  a  large  hand,  moving  about  among 
the  clothes.  It  seemed  to  be  close  to  him  and 
yet  it  did  not  touch  him.  It  was  an  enormous 
hand.  It  pushed  aside  heaps  of  clothes  with 
ease,  but  moved  cautiously.  It  must  have  been 
afraid  of  pins.  There  was  no  escape.  It  came 
nearer  and  nearer,  and  then  Joey  felt  himself 
lifted  up  by  the  hair,  and  he  thought  he  saw 
a  knife  wielded  threateningly  and  he  at  once 
expected  to  be  scalped  and  stabbed  in  the 
bosom,  for  which  he  prepared  himself  by  giv- 
ing a  shriek;  when  he  looked  into  the  face 
of — his  father 

"Ooo — ooo "  stammered  Joey.     "What? 

They  didn't  kill  you  yet?  If  they  hain't  don't 
go  in !  Don't  go  in  I  They've  got  a  knife,  re- 
volvers; they'll  kill  you  sure!" 

His  father  was  in  his  nightshirt,  and  seemed 
to  be  very  sleepy;  but  he  shook  Joey  like  a 
bag  of  bones.    Then  he  spoke  harshly. 

"What  are  you  doing  around  here,  you  little 
shegets?  Go  to  bed.  Haven't  we  enough 
trouble  from  you  during  the  day  that  you  must 
go  walking  around  in  the  night  time?" 

"But  the  card-players — and  the  revolvers  and 
daggers!"  stammered  Joey,  holding  his  ear, 
which  his  father  had  benevolently  pulled  in  or- 
der to  arouse  him. 

"Go  to  sleep,  nu.  There  are  no  card-players 
here.  What  sort  of  a  craziness  is  this?"  And 
he  slowly  led  Joey  back  to  the  bed  and  tucked 
him  in,  and  said,  "Sleep;  it  isn't  good  to  have 
such  kind  of  dreams." 

The  next  morning  the  "gang" — membership 
limited  to  five — was  informed  of  the  midnight 
adventure. 

"Did  they  steal  anything?"  inquired  Aleck. 
He  was  looking  for  the  motive.  Old  Cap.  Col- 
lier always  did  that. 

"They  must  have,"  replied  Joey,  boinid  to 
stand  up  for  the  reality  of  his  dream.  "Where 
did  they  get  the  herring,  and  the  potatoes,  and 
the  beer?" 

"That's  the  first  time  you  ever  mentioned 
beer,"  remarked  Sammy. 

"They  did  have  beer.  You  alius  drink  beer 
with  herring!"  Joey  said. 

"We'll  have  to  think  it  over,  and  lay  pipes 
for  that  old  Dutchman  on  Holland  street 
He's   crazy   enough   to  play    that   kind  of  a 
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game,"  said  Aleck  finally,  and  with  that  the 
incident  was  dismissed,  for  it  could  not  have 
been  expected  that  such  a  trifle  could  long 
hold  the  attention  of  the  gang,  which  was  then 
interested  in  "sleigh-riding." 


A   NOBLE  FRIEND  OF  HON. 


Zionists  have  good  cause  to  mourn  the  death 
of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Baden.  It  was  owing 
to  his  influential  intervention  that  Dr.  Herzl 
was  received  by  the  German  Emperor,  and  Dr. 
Herzl  was  frequently  received  in  audience  by 
the  Grand  Duke,  who  only  recently,  after  the 
Eighth  Congress  at  The  Hague,  also  accorded 
an  audience  to  Dr.  Mahler,  the  Jewish  Nation- 
alist member  of  the  Austrian  Reichsrath,  and 
member  of  the  Zionist  Great  Actions  Commit- 
tee. The  Grand  Duke  had  the  name  of  Sir 
Moses  Montefiore  entered  in  the  "Golden 
Book,"  and  was  the  only  Prince  who  contrib- 
uted to  the  recent  Russo- Jewish  Relief  Fund. 
In  an  interview  granted  by  him  to  Dr.  A.  Ber- 
liner, the  Duke,  some  years  before  his  death, 
said :  "You  know,  of  course,  the  Zionist  move- 
ment as  well  as  its  leader.  Dr.  Herzl.  Dr. 
Herzl  is  a  noble  man,  who  has  put  himself 
at  its  head  out  of  pure  unselfishness.  The 
movement  is  of  importance,  and  requires  pow- 
erful assistance.  Unfortunately,  the  Govern- 
ments have  not  yet  a  right  understanding  of 
the  subject,  but  that  will  come  in  time."  The 
Zionist  Actions  Committee,  as  well  as  the  Ger- 
man Zionist  Federation,  sent  messages  of  con- 
dolence. 


WAS     MOSES    MENDELSSOHN     A 
ZIONISTf 


In  Mendelssohn's  correspondence"  (Brock- 
haus  edition)  we  find  a  letter  addressed  b^ 
him  to  "a  man  of  rank"  (An  einen  Mann  von 
Stande)f  probably  a  man  who  was  at  that  time 
well  known  in  the  political  world  and  who  de- 


sired to  keep  the  proposed  scheme  of  restoring 
the  Jews  to  the  Holy  Land.  The  translation 
of  the  letter  is  briefly  as  follows : 

"Although  my  knowledge  of  the  philosophy 
of  politics  is  very  poor,  I  confess  with  pleas* 
ure  that  the  idea  of  reviving  Palestine  through 
the  Hebrew  nation  is  magnificent  and  sublime. 
The  creator  and  promoter  of  this  idea  is  an 
inspired  and  courageous  champion.  His  full 
confidence  in  his  ideal  and  belief  in  its  reali- 
zation have  endowed  him  with  strength  and 
courage  to  begin  the  practical  part  of  the 
Palestine  work.  But  I  am  only  a  man  of  phil- 
osophical and  not  of  practical  work,  and  it  is 
difficult  for  me  to  overcome  all  the  great 
obstacles.  I  will,  however,  confess  that  I  met 
in  the  realization  of  the  Palestine  idea  not 
outside  opposition,  but  only  interior  disturb- 
ances emanating  from  the  peculiarity  of  our 
nation.  Our  people  are  deprived  of  an  inde- 
pendent vitality  in  consequence  of  their  an- 
cient affliction.  The  natural  inclination  of  all 
people  to  live  independently  in  their  own  land 
is  totally  absent  from  my  brethren.  We  are 
satisfied  with  our  intellectual  world,  and,  hop- 
ing in  the  Lord,  we  bear  with  fortitude  all 
buffets  of  Fate,  all  persecution  and  oppression, 
without  trying  to  undertake  something  for  our 
redemption.  I  am  doubtful  whether  our  scat- 
tered people  desire  their  unity,  and  without 
unity  between  all  the  children  of  our  nation 
this  excellent  ideal  has  no  hope.  In  any  case 
the  work  in  Palestine  is  immeasurably  great, 
and  to  carry  it  out,  much  power  and  princely 
treasures  are  necessary.  But  our  people  are 
not  rich  enough,  and  our  few  millionaires  will 
not  open  their  pockets  for  the  benefit  of  their 
nation.  According  to  my  opinion,  the  idea 
has  the  best  chance  of  succeeding  at  a  time 
when  the  great  Powers  are  fighting  among 
themselves,  and  not  at  a  time  of  quiet  and 
peace  in  the  political  world.  I  return  to  your 
worship  all  the  papers  sent  to  me,  and  I  as- 
sure you  that  I  will  keep  the  secret  forever." 
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The  Refugee 


By  Max  J.  Herzberg^. 


^,  {Continued,) 

I  told  these  things  to  Markov :  wearily 
He  said :  "Your  land  is  an  anomaly 
Of  good  and  bad.    I  know  that  from  these  hearts 
Of  poor  as  of  the  rich  not  quite  departs 
All  love — I  know  that  justice  still  may  dwell 
In  those  whose  hands  have  wrought  a  human  hell ! 
Mankind  is  not  two  races!  all  alike 
Hear  with  a  quickened  heart  the  moment  strike 
When  death  comes  summoning  them !  and  if  the  poor 
Grow  to  be  rich  the  evils  still  endure, 
Nor  do  the  exalted  remember  their  own  fate 
When  once  they  cursed  the  rich  with  fervid  hate. 
This  land  beyond  all  others  is  endowed 
With  wealth  unmeasured :  like  a  fruit-tree  bowed 
With  its  own  fruit  the  branches  often  break; 
And  as  the  farmers  oft  for  fodder  take 
The  fruit  that  grows  too  amply,  and  know  not  meanwhile 
How  those  same  apples  would  win  the  joyous  smile 
Of  hot-browed  children  in  the  city  street 
Who  perish  for  the  broiling  stones  and  heat 
That  trembles  like  a  haze  within  the  air, — 
So  your  own  land  too  prodigally  may  bear 
And  yet  be  full  of  starving. 

"But  my  fate 
Stresses  too  much  perchance  and  makes  too  great 
The  fact  of  wealth !    Tis  not  by  bread  alone 
That  men  may  live,  and  often  from  a  groan 
Has  sprung  a  mightier  thought  and  greater  wealth 
Than  comes  from  riches  and  unsullied  health ! 
Indeed  the  greater  evil  that  I  mourn 
Is  from  these  riches  that  you  speak  of  bom. 
And  not  from  poverty :  I  mourn  the  loss 
Of  those  who  on  these  golden  waters  toss 
And  so  forget  all  else!  forget  the  race 
That  won  from  God  of  old  the  greatest  grace 
That  yet  to  any  he  has  granted.    When  they  mount 
Only  the  golden  disks  of  fate  they  count, 
And  count  not  the  immortal  word  and  thought 
That  can't  be  added  nor  to  balance  brought. 
You  tell  me  that  their  poverty's  a  tool 
To  motive  them  to  higher — it's  the  sdiool 
This  land  has  used  to  make  all  men  forget, 
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And  dream  that  but  a  single  goal  is  set 

For  all!  Tis  just  this  I  lament:  for  these. 

Who,  goaded  on  by  poverty,  disease, 

And  misery,  must  ever  higher  up. 

Until  at  length  they  drain  the  fiery  cup 

That  shrivels  heart  and  soul,  these  very  men, 

Who  wander  now  in  a  miasmic  fen, 

Would  else  perchance  have  felt  their  hearts  expand 

Had  this  but  been  a  poor  and  kindly  land. 

Instead  of  rich  and  cruel.    It's  not  well 

To  goad  men  up  to  heaven  out  of  hell; 

You  goad  them,  and  they  hurry  up  pell-mell, 

And  take  with  them  as  they  from  hell  depart 

A  gloomier  hell  that  sprouts  within  their  heart — 

So  they  bring  hell  to  earth!     Fd  rather  now 

See  a  pure  heart  and  an  unsullied  brow 

Than  backs  that  never  straighten  from  the  loads 

Once  set  on  them  as  they  toiled  dreadful  roads ! 

Struggle  is  good  you  say ;  the  fit  survive : 

And  when  the  half-gods  go  the  gods  arrive! 

But  shall  we  never  seek  a  higher  plane? 

Struggle  should  be  of  heart  and  soul  and  brain ! — 

You  make  it  of  the  body  Psychic  strife 

Is  the  predestined  goal  and  end  of  life, 

That  in  its  turn  shall  lead  to  higher  still — 

The  swift  fruition  of  the  godlike  will/' 

Then  all  impatiently  he  turned  aside 
From  philosophic  subtilities,  and  cried 
"Deem  not  that  man's  salvation  lies  in  Man — 
It  lies  forever  in  the  race  and  clan ! 
The  mystic  forces  of  the  universe 
Dwell  in  a  race's  heart-beats  and  immerse 
Its  soul  in  one  divine  ideal :  the  flight 
Of  centuries  brings  the  glorious  seed  to  light, 
And  man  enjoys  the  harvest — but  the  clan 
Must  ever  bring  to  pass  God's  every  plan! 
You  prate  survival  for  your  conscience'  ease — 
Selection,  not  survival,  if  you  please ! 
The  world-soul  still  demands  that  you  select — 
Selection  of  the  soul  you  must  effect 
And  through  the  race !    And  what  race  more  divine 
To  bear  upon  its  flaming  brow  the  sign 
Of  God  is  there  than  ours?    Oh,  we  who  sought 
God  in  the  burning  desert  sands !  who  brought 
His  name  in  midst  the  heathen !  we  that  heard 
Him  speak  upon  the  mountain !  we  whose  Word 
Is  more  than  shock  of  battle  in  men's  ears! 
.Whose  songs  are  more  than  woman's  smiles  and  tears 
To  move  men's  hearts !  whose  bitter  agony 
Is  wrought  in  fire!  whose  mystic  prophecy 
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Roars  like  a  trumpet  on  the  cosmic  way ! 

Oh,  that  we  bear  God's  imprint  on  our  clay ! 

Oh,  we  whose  souls  were  stretched  upon  the  rack! 

Who  heard  our  bones  and  bodies  break  and  crack, 

Not  for  the  flesh,  but  for  the  spirit's  sake — 

Here,  if  you  seek  ^survivors,'  you  may  take 

The  essence  of  survival  ?    Oh  brave  Jew, 

What  fires  of  truth  and  love  must  dwell  in  you 

To  live  so  long !    Could  you  indeed  not  die  ? 

Two  thousand  years  have  heard  your  stricken  cry. 

Oh  Christ  of  ages !  where  the  nations  stretch 

Your  limbs  upon  the  cross !   Oh  quivering  wretch, 

They  hang  a  thief  upon  one  side  of  you, 

A  thief  upon  the  other  side.    Oh  Jew, 

They  press  the  cup  of  vinegar  to  your  lips; 

Mocking,  they  watch  how,  trickhng,  your  blood  drips, 

And  all  the  earth  is  reddened  with  the  stain! 

Of  death  at  last  your  tortured  soul  is  fain — 

You  cry  to  heaven  in  your  agony 

*My  God,  my  God,  wherefore  forsakest  Thou  me?' 

Meanwhile  the  sayings  of  your  spirit  pass — 

Can  any  count  the  stars  or  blades  of  grass? 

Then  he  may  count  your  words,  and  reckon  out 

In  what  unnoted  nooks  the  seedlings  sprout 

Caught  from  your  harvests !    Oh,  divinest  race. 

May  you  not  hope  again  to  see  God's  face?" 

But  Markov  was  denied  that  furthest  grace. 
There  came,  one  dark  and  stormy  winter's  day. 
News  of  disaster  that  made  still  more  gray 
The  lowering  heavens:   Markov,  near  to  death, 
Sought  for  my  presence  with  his  failing  breath. 
I  hastened  to  his  side  and  truly  found 
His  soul  for  dim  and  distant  oceans  bound; 
Within  a  cramoed  and  dingy  little  room 
He  lay,  that  seemed  itself  a  very  tomb. 
The  walls  were  mouldered  and  the  floor  was  bare. 
The  windows  rattled  with  the  blizzard's  blare; 
A  dull  stove  flickered,  but  its  feeble  heat 
Scarce  marked  a  diff'erence  from  the  freezing  street. 
Some  friends  herein  with  whispers  and  soft  tread 
Passed  to  and  fro  besides  a  little  bed. 
Ragged  and  poor,  where  restlessly  reclined 
The  broken  body  of  as  great  a  mind 
As  ever  lived  to  meet  contempt  and  scorn. 
Rut  Markov  on  the  bed  seemed  not  forlorn — 
No,  still  the  dream  seemed  blazing  in  his  eyes 
Of  one  fair  land  beneath  deep  tropic  skies ; 
I  softly  touched  his  hand — at  first  he  gazed 
At  me  scarce  wakened ;  then,  as  if  amazed 
At  some  great  vision  that  his  eyes  had  seen, 
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He  whispered,  "Friends,  my  wandering  soul  has  been 

Far  to  the  southward  in  my  fathers'  land, 

I  dreamed  an  angel  took  me  by  the  hand, 

And  led  me  onward,  and  on  every  side 

I  saw  the  laboring  peasants,  happy-eyed. 

Bend  o'er  the  grain  or  trim  the  gadding  vine, 

Or  lead  to  luscious  pasture  full-browed  kine. 

Such  wondrous  cities  on  the  mountains  hung ! 

And  in  their  gates  the  children  blithely  sung, 

Or  strayed  with  laughter  on  the  rippling  leas, 

Or  slept  with  quiet  breath  beneath  the  trees. 

God  brooded  in  that  land's  enraptured  skies, 

God  looked  abroad  from  tranquil  human  eyes. 

I  dreamed  the  angel  told  me  how  from  far 
The  nations  worshipped  here  God's  Word,  the  star 
Set  on  our  nation's  brow !  and  how  the  earth 
Had  witnessed  then  the  jubilant  new  birth 
Sung  of  the  prophets,  when  from  every  side 
God's  people  gathered  once  again,  and  cried 
Hosannas  to  the  Highest,  whose  vibrant  call 
Had  summoned  them— had  reached  the  Ganges'  fall, 
The  wilds  of  Africa,  the  undulant  plains 
Of  Argentine,  green  isles  where  never  wanes 
The  summer  haze,  the  Russian  steppes  and  woods. 
The  interlacing  veins  of  wide-wayed  floods 
That  join  the  Mississippi,  crowded  streets 
On  whose  harsh  stones  the  tide  of  transit  beats, — 
High  over  the  heavens  had  rung  His  summoning  call. 
That  pierced  like  fire  the  throbbing  hearts  of  all 
Jews  who  had  cried  for  centuries  with  tears : 
'Soon  may  we  see  Jerusalem!'  but  years 
On  weary  years  rolled  by  in  vain  for  them. 
Nor  ever  did  they  see  Jerusalem. 
But  these  to-day  beheld  her!  they  had  swarmed 
From  every  cranny  of  the  world ;  God  charmed 
Their  eyes  and  ears  as  one  who  stands  aloft, 
And  in  the  dove-cote  whispers  low  and  soft — 
The  cooing  birds  come  fluttering  to  his  hand ! 
So  came  with  song  the  Jews,  to  greet  the  land 
Where  they  would  plant  the  olive  and  the  vine, 
As  once  their  fathers  did,  in  Palestine ! 

"Oh,  how  they  sang  to  see  that  land  again! 
And  all  the  nations  sang  *Good  will  to  men 
And  peace  on  earth,'  come  forth  once  more  from  you, 
Who  sent  of  old  the  Word  to  men,  oh  Jew  I 
To-day  a  new  World  would  go  forth  from  them. 
New  dispensations  from  Jerusalem! 
For  here,  where  Love  aforetime  lit  the  earth. 
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There  came  another,  more  triumphant  birth: 
Justice  to  Man  was  writ  on  every  door. 
Here  thronged  the  nations  as  they  thronged  before! 
Oh,  how  God  brooded  in  those  rapturous  skies ! 
How  God  looked  forth  from  those  enkindled  eyes !" 

The  vision  faded  from  those  dying  eyes 
Of  happy  Zion  and  its  glowing  skies — 
The  spirit  fluttered  in  the  sunken  breast, 
And  ere  we  guessed  it,  Markov  passed  to  rest. 
The  pale  death-angel  on  whose  twisted  lips 
The  crimson  life-blood  ever  clots  and  drips, 
The  dread  white  angel  seized  her  stricken  prey 
Just  with  the  passing  of  the  winter  day. 

But  Markov's  words  can  never  die!  they  brood 
In  noisy  city  streets,  by  mountain  flood — 
Wherever  Jew  remembers  Zion^s  hill 
The  words  of  Markov  throb  and  stir  and  thrill ; 
Till  his  great  vision,  graved  on  many  a  scroll, 
Shall  come  to  pass — then  his  gigantic  soul, 
When  God  to  gather  home  has  sent  His  call, 
Will  brood  and  stir,  not  by  the  Ganges*  fall, 
In  wilds  of  Africa,  nor  undulant  plains 
Of  Argentine,  nor  isles  where  never  wanes 
The  summer  haze,  nor  Russian  steppes  and  woods, 
Nor  interlacing  veins  of  wide-wayed  floods 
That  join  the  Mississippi,  nor  crowded  streets 
On  whose  harsh  stones  the  tide  of  transit  beats, 
Nor  in  all  fetid  quarters  of  the  world 
Where  the  wild  storms  of  centuries  have  hurled 
The  bleeding,  broken-bodied  Jew, — his  ghost 
Will  flit  along  the  Palestinian  coast. 
And  mark  the  swaying  vessels  on  the  tide. 
With  dark-cheeked  sailors  leaning  o'er  the  side — 
Judaean  youth ;  he'll  flutter  to  the  hill, 
And  note  the  farms  slope  down  with  terraced  skill, 
And  bearded  sturdy  men  that  guide  the  plow. 
With  piety  and  reverence  on  their  brow — 
Judaean  manhood ;  then  he'll  wander  free 
Into  the  city  where  in  amity 
Like  brethren  all  shall  dwell,  and  he  will  walk 
To  shady  courtyards  and  will  hear  the  talk 
Of  sages,  who  with  blazing  eye  discourse 
To  silent  students  on  the  cosmic  course — 
Judaean  eld;  and  he  will  pass  and  kneel 
Upon  the  roadside  when  the  shadows  steal 
Over  the  east,  and  watch  the  sun  sink  down 
On  golden  happy  field  and  grove  and  town. 
THE     END 
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Why  Should  Jews  Unite?* 


Keidaiuky  DUcuMet  Jewish  Unity 


By  Bernard  G.  Richeurdsy 

Author  of  The  Diacourset  of  Keidansky" 


V. 
"If  only  the  Jews  would  unite !"  said  Zalmen 
Zweifel. 

"What  for?"  asked  Keidansky  impatiently. 
Zalmen  was  taken  aback,  for  it  was  his  friend's 
argumentative  powers,  which,  at  one  of  the 
midnight  sessions  of  the  Lend-a-Word  Club, 
had  brought  him  to  that  halfway-house  to 
Jewish  Nationalism — the  agreement  that  the 
Jews  must  organize. 

"What  for?"  repeated  Keidansky  and  before 
anyone  attempted  to  answer  he  continued, 
speaking  vehemently.  "Why  and  wherefore 
should  we  unite?  What  is  the  purpose  of 
organizing?  We  are  too  much  united  already. 
We  are  so  well  organized  that  there  are  forty 
thousand  diflFerent  groups  of  us.  We  are  for- 
ever uniting.  We  never  do  anything  else. 
When  we  are  not  uniting  we  are  talking  about 
achdos,  imity;  and  when  we  have  united  wc 
fight.  We  get  together  to  find  out  our  dif- 
ferences. We  are  so  much  alike  that  we  all 
have  differences.  And  when  we  find  that  we 
have  differences  and  that  our  fists  are  in  close 
proximity,  we  try  to  take  advantage  of  the 
blessings  of  union.  Divided  we  fail  to  hit  each 
other,  but  united  we  strike  it  right.  Then  we 
come  to  court  to  show  what  a  great  free- 
ma^nry  there  is  among  Jews.  Nishchosshe,  es 
hleibt  bei  eigene  Menschen,  It  all  remains  be- 
tween ourselves,  the  blows,  the  insults,  the 
curses,  the  cries — and  we  have  been  chosen 
for  some  great  end. 

"Oho,  we  are  a  united  people,  a  very  much 
united  people.  We  are  not  a  house  divided 
against  itself — not  we.  We  haven't  a  house. 
We  are  always  uniting,  for  one  purpose  or  an- 
other. We  unite  for  business  and  we  unite  for 
pleasure,  for  sociability  and  for  social  ambi- 
tion. We  climb  together.  In  union  there  is 
strength,  we  have  heard  it  said,  and  if  a  large 


enough  number  of  us  will  get  together  and 
try  hard  not  to  be  or  appear  like  Jews,  and 
will  pinch  our  cheeks  and  press  our  noses 
down,  we  probably  will  succeed.  In  large 
enough  numbers  we  could  overcome  the  rab- 
bis and  other  agitators  who  are  trying  to 
bring  us  back  to  our  mere  selves  and  to  the 
misfortune  of  Judaism.  And. if  the  big  phil- 
anthrophic  financiers  insisted  that  we  be  Jews, 
we  could  exact  our  price  for  it.  One  way 
of  making  Jews  is  to  make  their  Judaism 
worth  while.  You  ask  what  kind  of  Jews  are 
made  that  way?  But  the  people  who  make 
Jews  that  way  do  not  care  what  kind  they 
turn  out.  Such  people  are  too  practical  to  see 
anything.  Anyway,  everything  can  be  done 
through  union;  it's  a  great  thing.  And  we 
are  forever  banding  together — either  ior 
bandaging  each  other,  or  for  something  else. 
We  are  always  tmiting;  if  it  is  not  for  going 
away  it  is  for  staying  with  our  own. 

"Those  of  us  who  are  resigned  to  the  terrible 
fate  of  remaining  ourselves  unite  for  mutual 
protection,  for  mutual  aid  and  for  benevolence. 
We  imite  to  help  the  poor,  the  sick,  the  or- 
phaned and  the  deserted.  We  unite  to  care  ior 
the  diseased  and  the  crippled,  the  consumptive 
and  the  insane.  We  know  that  these  people 
are  Jews  when  we  see  them  maimed  and  brok- 
en in  health,  and  feeling  somehow  that  we  are 
cripples  ourselves  we  help  them.  No,  we  do 
not  imite  to  aid  the  able  and  the  sane.  What 
sense  would  there  be  in  doing  anything  for 
those  who  still  have  their  health  and  their 
strength?  We  must  help  those  who  are  be- 
yond help.  We  must  unite  to  minister  to  our 
most  immediate  needs.  Why,  our  hospitals  and 
our  insane  asylums  and  our  orphanages  and 
our  homes  for  the  poor  are  the  whole  of  our 
Jewish  life.  What  would  our  Jewishness  be 
without    our    charities,    and    our    dear    little 
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cripples  and  the  darling  orphans  and  our  hos- 
pitals and  the  sick  and  dying  within  them  and 
the  chaplains  saying  beautiful  prayers  over 
them? — it's  our  Jewish  life.  Those,  therefore, 
are  the  Jewish  things  we  are  uniting  for. 

"We  are  uniting  all  the  time,  but  what  for? 
What  is  the  aim,  what  is  the  central  motive 
of  our  organizing?  A  thousand  organizations 
claim  to  represent  the  Jewish  people,  and  each 
one  is  trying  to  do  something.  All  are  tam- 
pering with  the  Jewish  problem,  playing  with 
it,  soothing  it  on  one  side  and  aggravating  it 
on  the  other.  'Schmaya,  where  are  you  run- 
nin?'  we  used  to  ask  of  the  busy-body  of  the 
small  Kehilah,  and  the  answer  would  be,  'Let's 
imagine  I  am  doing  some  business?'  We  are 
all  busying  ourselves  with  various  little  socie- 
ties, imagining  we  are  accomplishing  some- 
thing. 

"You  remember  what  happened  when  the 
Felscher,  the  quack-doctor  of  the  little  town, 
fell  ill.  His  fellow  quack  came  to  see  him 
and  bending  over  him  to  feel  his  pulse,  he 
whispered  confidentially:  This  is  just  for 
formality,  just  for  show.  We  doctors,  you 
and  I,  know  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a 
deifek  (pulse).'  We,  you  and  I,  know  that 
there  is  no  deifek  in  our  activities,  no  central 
motive  in  our  work  and  that  nothing  is  ac- 
complished in  the  way  of  shaping  the  course 
of  Jewish  life. 

"The  idea  is  the  thing.  A  kingdom  for  an 
idea!  It  is  worth  it.  The  Jewish  kingdom 
will  come  in  the  wake  of  the  idea.  And  we 
do  not  have  to  get  the  idea,  for  it  is  long  in 
existence — and  it  is  getting  us  at  every  step. 
A  million  societies  will  not  unite  us  if  they 
are  not  backed  by  one  great  central  thought, 
one  basic  belief.  There  is  too  much  union  of  Jews 
as  it  is,  for  it  is  all  without  aim  or  object.  All 
the  organizations  taken  together  are  powerless 
to  do  anything,  because  they  move  blindly  and 
never  get  near  enough  to  the  great  problem. 
There  must  be  a  central  idea  recognizing,  com- 
prehending, embracing  the  existence  of  the 
Jewish  people.  When  we  will  have  that  we 
will  have  all.  Only  those  unions  which  arc 
attuned  to  the  life  and  the  spirit  of  Israel 
represent  our  people.    All  others  are  following 


the  occupation  of  Reb  Schmaya  and  imagining 
that  they  are  doing  sonlething.  They  are  play- 
ing dominoes  with  the  Jewish  problem. 

"Man  does  not  live  by  religion  alone.  Wc 
cannot  go  preaching  and  teaching  and  talking 
about  what  we  stand  for  until  we  have  a  place 
tvhere  to  stand.  First,  the  existence  of  a 
people  must  be  recognized  or  re-established. 
and  then  come  its  activities,  spiritual  and  prac- 
tical. What  are  we?  What  can  we  be?  The 
logical  answer  to  these  questions  is  the  key 
or  real  Jewish  union  and  Jewish  representa- 
tion. 

"Who  represents  the  Jewish  people?  I  do. 
I  represent  the  Jewish  people  because  I  have 
come  to  realize  what  is  the  motive  force  of 
our  existence.  And  anybody  else  represents 
us  who  stands  for  the  idea  of  a  living  Jewish 
people.  I  won't  say  now  what  that  idea  is.  I 
am  not  trying  to  advocate  it  here.  I  merely 
want  to  insist  that  forming  unions  without  an 
idea  is  like  making  bricks  without  straw — 
worse:  it  is  useless. 

"Well,  when  shall  we  unite  in  the  right 
way?"  asked  Zweifel. 

"When  we  all  have  the  idea,"  said  Kei- 
dansky,  "we  shall  be  united,  whether  we  form 
any  organizations  or  not." 


PAY  YOUR  PARTY 'TAX. 

According  to  a  resolution  adopted  at  the 
last  Zionist  Congress,  every  organization  Zion- 
ist is  called  upon  to  pay  a  party-tax  of  not 
less  than  ten  francs,  or  one  dollar. 

The  Actions  Comite  has  sent  out  a  request 
to  all  Federations  to  collect  the  party-tax  at 
once.  There  is  an  imperative  need  that  the 
fund  should  be  in  the  possession  of  the  Ac- 
tions Comite. 

Every  organization  Zionist  is  therefore 
called  upon  to  send  in  to  the  Federation  office 
whatever  he  wishes  to  pay  toward  this  fund. 
Nothing  less  than  one  dollar  will  be  received. 
Acknowledgements  will  appear  in  Die  Welt 
and  in  The  Maccabaean. 
By  order  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the 
Federation  of  American  Zionists,  108  Sec- 
ond Avenue,  New  York. 

October  18. 
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Mr.  SchiflF  has  opened  the  campaign  for  us. 
He  has  provided  us  with  the  means  for  getting 
the  attention  of  those  Jews  who  have  hitherto 
thought  very  little  about  Zionism  except  to  con- 
demn it.  We  should  not  neglect  the  opportun- 
ity thus  oflFered  us. 


EDITORIALS 


SILENCE  FROM  DR.  SILVERMAN. 
Dr.  Silverman  has  not  offered  an  apology  to 
Zionists  for  his  malicious  libel,  nor  has  he  ac 
cepted  the  challenge  to  prove  his  statement  as 
to  the  character  of  the  influences  in  the  Zion- 
ist  movement.  He  has  thus  forfeited  the  right 
to  be  considered  as  an  honest  opponent,  or  as 
a  man  whose  utterances  have  any  weight  with 
right-thinking  Jews.  A  rabbi  who  goes  out  of 
his  way  to  libel  men  and  women  engaged  in  a 
movement  for  the  betterment  of  Jewish  life, 
who,  when  confronted  with  a  challenge  to 
prove  his  statement,  takes  refuge  in  cowardly 
silence,  merits  the  contempt  which  the  libel 
aroused. 


END  OF  SCHIFF  CONTROVERSY. 

Mr.  Schiff's  condemnation  of  Zionism  may 
be  dismissed  with  the  full  and  complete  reply 
which  Mr.  Kazmann,  our  zealous  comrade,  has 
written.  Fearing  the  effect  upop  the  general 
Jewish  position  in  America,  Mr.  Schiff,  whose 
loyalty  to  Jewish  interests  as  he  sees  them  has 
never  been  questioned,  hastened  to  modify  his 
position  on  the  vexatious  problem  of  the  double 
patriotism  of  the  Jew,  but  in  modifying  it,  he, 
unfortunately  for  himself,  reiterated  certain 
views  on  Zionism  which  we,  as  Zionists,  could 
not  receive  without  a  protest.  Mr.  Kazmann 
has  voiced  that  protest  for  us. 
.  We  have  no  doubt  as  to  the  harmful  effect  of 
Mr.  Schiff's  statements,  not  only  to  the  general 
Jewish  cause,  but  to  Zionism  as  well,  and  we 
would  urge  upon  the  Federation  an  official 
declaration  to  the  Jewish  people,  setting  forth 
our  position  in  a  more  elaborate  manner  than 
the    polemics    in    the   Jewish   press    allowed. 

There  are  hundreds  of  Jews  in  this  country 
who  will  accept  Mr.  Schiff's  statements  as  par- 
amount authority,  and  their  minds  should  be 
disabused  of  certain  fallacies  in  Mr.  Schiff's 
line  of  reasoning. 


SHOLOM  ASCH  AND  MORALITY. 
The  virile  sketches  of  Sholom  Asch  have 
won  for  him  the  admiration  of  all  Jews,  but 
the   fact  that  he  has   written   those   sketches 
should  not  blind  us  to  the  other  fact  that  his 
"God  of  Vengeance,"  a  drama  in  three  acts, 
played  in  New  York  recently,  for  the  first  time, 
is  a  decidedly  unpleasant  and  destructive  play. 
It    would   be    deplorable    if   our   movement 
stood  as  sponsor  of  imitators  or  disciples  of 
the  school  of  literature,  which  is  decadent  in 
name  and  destructive  in  fact,  but  which  be 
cause  it  treats  of  Jewish  life,  must  be  treated 
as  Jewish.     Whatever  we  may  be,  whatever 
circumstances  have  made  of  us,  we  have  re 
tained  our  native  sanity  with  regard  to  spirit 
ual,    as    well    as    material    things.     There    is 
nothing  in  Jewish  precedent  that  warrants  the 
inference  that  physical  or  psychological  obses- 
sions, which  have  appeared  in  the  literature  as 
well  as  the  life  of  certain  people,  have  a  natu- 
ral  parallel  development  among  us.    There  has 
come  into  Jewish  l^fe  as  the  direct  outcome  of 
oppression  and  revolutionary  ferment,  certain 
features  that  are  not  Jewish,  but  we  Zionists, 
in   the    period   of   our   national    rejuvenation, 
would  not  take  with  us  into  the  land  of  our 
hope  those  features  of  the  Goluth  that  savor 
of  Babylon  and  the  degenerate  practices  of  the 
oriental   malversions   of  human    nature.     We 
want  our  re-born  nation  to  be  a  strong,  not  an 
infected,  diseased  nation. 

"The  God  of  Vengeance"  as  a  realistic 
drama,  taken  out  of  its  decadent,  symbolistic 
wrappings,  might  have  been  a  sharp  criticism 
of  the  double  life,  the  abnormal  life,  the  Jew 
ish  people  are  forced  to  lead.  Above,  in  the 
atmosphere  of  home,  an  indefinite  desire  for 
godliness;  below,  in  the  atmosphere  of  the 
brothel,  degradation  and  the  profanation  of  the 
nobility  of  man's  nature.  This  double  status 
cannot  be  maintained.  The  pure  will  not 
escape  contamination.  It  is  bound  to  be  in- 
fected  by   the   basement   life,   and    when   the 
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person,  swayed  by  the  desire  to  maintain  both 
positions,  is  confronted  with  the  ruin  of  his 
home,  he  abandons  the  sacred  and  sinks  into 
the  mud  of  sin. 

But  "The  God  of  Vengeance"  is  not  that 
Mr.  Asch  has  been  led  astray  by  the  decadent 
influences  of  Europe,  and  one  of  the  features 
of  the  work  is  a  most  astounding  emphasis 
upon  a  situation  which  only  Oscar  Wilde  could 
or  should  have  written. 

We  want  the  Jewish  people  to  be  a  strong, 
vigorous,  natural  people,  and  it  is  necessary  to 
point  out  that  anything  that  brings  into  con- 
fusion the  features  of  life  upon  which  every 
strong  people  must  base  its  future,  should  be 
opposed  by  every  Zionist.  We  are  not  prudes, 
nor  are  we  disciples  of  the  ultra-virtuous,  who 
believe  that  any  reference  to  the  relations  of 
men  and  women  must  be  tabooed.  But  we  assert 
that  we  do  not  relish  any  literature  or  any 
art,  which  brings  into  question  the  foundations 
of  the  family  relations  as  our  laws  have  regu- 
lated them.  We  believe  that  a  nation  cannot 
be  built  upon  the  debilitated  moral  values  to  be 
found  in  the  so-called  revolutionary  literature 
of  Europe.  We  claim  as  a  national  asset  the 
purity  (i/i  no  prudish  sense)  of  the  home  and 
the  normality  of  sexual  relations,  and  of  all 
those  functions  that  lead  to  life.  The  nations 
that  have  fallen  into  the  dust  have  left  us 
valuable  lessons.  Their  destruction  was  pre- 
ceded by  the  loss  of  vigor  in  their  men,  and 
the  loss  of  honor  in  their  women.  Abnormal 
sex-life  sapped  their  vitality,  and  removed  the 
bulwarks  of  the  national  defenses. 

We  Jews  have  a  much  greater  interest  in 
the  conservation  of  the  home  influences,  in  the 
conservation  of  normal  sex-relations,  for  our 
nation  must  be  carried  through  the  throes  of 
a  pioneer  period,  and  it  must  encotmter,  even 
at  the  borders  of  our  natipnal  home,  the  very 
deleterious  influences  which  decadents  attempt 
to  radiate  elsewhere.  Even  our  literature 
should  avoid  the  virus  that  produces  degener- 
ation and  prostitution  of  soul  and  body.  We 
must  have  a  clean  and  vigorous  manhood  upon 


which  to  build  our  Zion.  It  must  be  cleansed 
of  the  impurities  of  modern  so-called  civilized 
capitals.  Zion  must  be  built  upon  cleanliness 
of  body,  as  well  as  idealism  of  spirit. 

It  is  not  the  Zionist  Sholom  Asch  who  wrote 
"The  God  of  Vengeance."  It  was  Sholom 
Asch,  who  has  been  in  Berlin,  in  Vienna,  who 
has  read  the  decadent  literature  of  revolution- 
ary Europe.  We  wish  he  had  written  this 
drama  as  one  of  us;  he  might  have  produced 
a  better  play.  We  hear  that  .he  is  writing  a 
play  about  Palestine.  We  direct  his  poetic 
vision  to  the  hordes  of  Arabians  who  surround 
our  Jewish  youth  there,  and  ask  him  whether 
they  need  "The  God  of  Vengeance"  there. 
"The  God  of  Vengeance"  should  not  have 
been  written  by  our  Sholom  Asch. 


ASHER  GINSBERG, 
The  arrival  of  Achad  Haam  in  this  country, 
together  with  the  probable  visit  of  Dr.  Schmar- 
yahu  Lewin,  will  shift  the  center  of  Zionist  in- 
terest, in  a  large  measure,  to  the  United  States. 
Of  these  distinguished  guests,  Achad  Haam  is 
undoubtedly  the  most  distinguished.  He  has 
been,  since  1884,  one  of  the  foremost  thinkers 
on  Jewish  problems,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most 
active  practical  workers  in  the  cause  of  the 
rejuvenation  of  Jewish  nationality.  At  times 
he  has  been  an  outspoken  opponent  of  Dr. 
Herzl's  ideas,  and  there  is  much  to  be  said  in 
controversion  of  some  of  his  philosophic  con- 
clusions, but  in  the  main,  he  represents  a  phase 
of  thought  in  Jewish  life  which  unquestionably 
works  in  the  direction  of  the  aim  set  forth  in 
the  Basle  program.  He  may  doubt  the  value  of 
a  hurried  entrance  into  the  Land  of  Israel, 
and  deny  the  worth  of  a  precipitate  cry  of  vic- 
tory, and  his  philosophy  may  -teach  an  adher- 
ence to  the  slow,  but  sure  methods  of  the  peda- 
gogue, but  no  one  will  for  one  moment  doubt 
that  should  political  Zionism,  or  forced  means, 
eventuate  in  an  alteration  of  Jewish  conditions, 
that  he  will  accept  the  conditions,  and  build 
further  on  them  in  order  that  the  re-conquest 
of  the  land,  shall  also  bring  about  the  rebirth 
of  the  Jewish  spirit 
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DR.    PAUL    NATHAN'S    JOURNEY    TO 
ZION. 


Berlin,  October  6.— The  Hilfsverein  der 
Deutschen  Juden  has  recently  concentrated  its 
activities  on  the  East,  and  especially  on  Pales- 
tine. Besides  its  work  for  the  emigrants,  it 
has  devoted  special  attention  to  the  establish- 
ment of  schools  in  Palestine  and  the  neighbor- 
ing countries.  In  the  last  two  or  three  years 
the  Hilfsverein  has  distributed  subventions 
amounting  to  about  60,000  marks  to  Palestinian 
institutions  and  founded  a  capital  fund  of  300,- 
000  marks  for  the  endowment  of  a  teachers* 
seminary  in  Jerusalem.  The  Hilfsverein,  which 
is  not  a  Zionist  body,  nevertheless  co-operates 
harmoniously  with  Zionist  agencies  in  Pales- 
tine. As  the  resources  of  the  Hilfsverein  grow 
from  year  to  year  (its  subscriptions  have  in- 
creased by  almost  50,000  marks  in  the  last  six 
months),  it  constitutes  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant factors  in  practical  work  in  Palestine. 
This  increased  interest  on  the  part  of  the 
Hilfsverein  in  Palestine  actuated  its  Secretary, 
Dr.  Paul  Nathan,  to  undertake  a  journey  to 
the  East,  in  order  to  become  acquainted  with 
the  needs  of  the  Jews  in  the  Orient,  and  the 
conditions  in  which  they  live,  so  that  he  may 
be  able  to  organize  the  future,  work  of  the 
Hilfsverein  on  lines  compatible  with  these  con- 
ditions. It  is  specially  proposed  to  undertake 
a  vigorous  propaganda  among  the  Jews  of 
Western  countries  for  the  creation  of  a  Pales- 
tine school  fund.  This  movement  will  be  di- 
rected by  Dr.  Paul  Nathan  and  Professor 
Warburg  will  be  assisted  by  Dr.  Schmaryahu 
Lewin,  who  has  already  visited  Palestine  and 
the  United  States  for  this  purpose. 

Accompanying  Dr.  Nathan  on  his  tour  is 
the  Orientalist,  Dr.  E.  Mittwoch,  who  is  lec- 
turer at  the  Berlin  University.  He  has  visited 
Palestine  and  the  neighboring  countries  on  sev- 
eral occasions,  and  perfectly  understands  local 
conditions.  Dr.  Nathan  has  already  reached 
Smyrna,  and  has  sent  several  letters  to  the 
Hilfsverein  concerning  his  journey  so  far.  He 
has  visited  Sofia,  Philippopolis  and  Constanti- 


nople, and  was  warmly  received  by  the  heads 
of  the  local  communities,  notably  by  Chief 
Rabbi  Dr.  Ehrenpreis  in  Sofia,  and  Chief  Rabbi 
Moses  Levy  in  Constantinople.  From  Smyrna 
he  will  proceed  to  Aleppo,  Dera  (terminus  of 
the  Hedschaz  Railway),  Damascus  and  Bey- 
rout.  He  will  arrive  in  Palestine  proper  in 
November. 


THE  COMING  OF  DR.  LEWIN. 


The  approaching  visit  of  Dr.  Shmaryahu 
Lewin  to  this  country  is  now  engaging  the 
attention  of  the  Federation.  Details  of  this 
visit  were  discussed  at  the  recent  meeting  of 
the  Executive  Committee. 

According  to  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Federation,  Dr.  Magnes,  a  conference  in 
the  interest  of  Dr.  Lewin's  second  tour  to 
America  was  held  at  The  Hague  at  the  Eighth 
Congress.  This  conference  was  attended  by 
Mr.  Lewin-Epstein,  Mr.  Kamaiky,  Dr.  Schloes- 
singer,  Dr.  Wolf,  of  St.  Louis;  Dr.  Tschlenow, 
Herr  Kann,  of  The  Hague;  Mr.  Moser,  of 
England;  Dr.  Magnes  and  Dr.  Lewin  himself. 
At  this  conference  various  details  of  the  tour 
were  discussed.  The  opinion  was  advanced 
that,  to  make  this  tour  a  success,  it  would  be 
necessary  to  create  an  independent  and  repre- 
sentative committee,  to  take  charge  of  all  the 
arrangements.  This  committee  is  to  be  entire- 
ly separate  from  the  Federation,  and  is  to  be 
composed  of  Zionists  and  non-Zionists,  the  lat- 
ter being  men  interested  in  the  development  of 
the  Jews  in  Palestine.  The  Zionist  organiza- 
tion would  insist  upon  a  Zionist  majority  on 
this  committee.  It  was  decided  that  efforts 
be  made  to  enlist  the  interests  of  a  number  o»f 
persons  outside  of  the  Zionist  organization* 
who  are  interested  in  the  educational  problem 
of  Palestine.  It  now  depends  on  the  success 
of  the  Federation  in  forming  this  committee, 
as  to  when  final  arrangements  for  Mr.  Lewin's 
coming  will  be  made.  The  committee  in  charge 
of  organizing  this  body  is  made  up  of  Dr. 
Magnes,  Mr.  Lcwin-Epstein,  and  Dr.  Radin. 
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The  News  Trom  Zion 

(From  Our  Correspondent.) 


Jaffa,  September  25. — The  new  year  has 
entered  and  with  it  more  prospects  for  the  re- 
-vival  of  Palestine.  The  recent  pogroms  in 
Odessa,  Kisheneff  and  Lodz  have  come  as  a 
;great  blow  to  many  families  who  contemplated 
returning  to  Russia,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  many  who  left  for  Russia  last  year,  will 
soon  re-visit  here. 

We  are  now  expecting  a  great  large  immi- 
gration. Every  time  a  Russian  steamer 
arrives,  hundreds  of  Jews  stream  to  the  cus- 
tom house  in  the  hope  of  meeting  friends  or 
relatives.  Unfortunately,  there  is  no  adequate 
facility  for  their  landing.  The  authorities  at 
the  port  are  stern  and  sometimes  cruel,  and 
the  Russian  Jewish  passengers  are  treated  in 
a  very  uncivil  manner  by  them.  Yet  the  Jew- 
ish community  is  doing  nothing  to  organize  a 
committee  to  deal  with  this  important  question. 
Whilst  our  Zionist  friends  are  considering  so 
many  vital  matters,  I  think  that  the  one  in 
<Iuestion  should  not  be  disregarded.  As  soon 
as  the  immigrant  receives  an  unwelcome 
**Baruch  Habo,"  Palestine  falls  in  his  estima- 
tion, and  he  desires  to  flee  from  it  at  the  first 
opportunity. 

Thinking  of  those  who  contemplated  return- 
ing to  Russia  and  whose  plans  were  only  frus- 
trated by  the  Progroms,  I  am  reminded  of  the 
saying  of  Rabbi  Jochanan  ben  Zaccai,  uttered 
at  the  time  when  Jerusalem  was  destroyed. 
**Men  of  Israel,"  said  he,  "you  refused  to  offer 
up  your  shekolim  for  the  preservation  of  the 
Temple,  you  are  now  compelled  to  pay  them 
to  uphold  the  shrine  of  Jupiter. 

Last  year  stands  unrivaled  in  respect  of 
the  Zionist  visitors  who  came  to  Palestine, 
Wolffsohn,  Kann,  Gaster,  Magnes,  Tschlenov, 
Ruppin  and  Weitzman  have  left,  more  con- 
vinced than  ever,  that  only  in  Palestine  should 
practical  work  be  carried  on,  and  that  the 
present  time  is  the  most  appropriate  for  doing 
-so.  We  hope  that  many  more  will  follow  their 
example  during  this  year. 


Dr.  Ruppin  will  return  to  establish  a  mill 
in  a  certain  town  in  the  South  of  Palestine. 
Mr.  Moser,  of  Bradford,  is  coming  early  in 
February  perhaps,  to  lay  the  foundation  stone 
of  the  Hebrew  gymnasium,  and  I  have  learned 
from  a  good  suurce  that  Professor  Gottheil  is 
coming  to  Jerusalem  to  preside  over  the 
American  Archaeological  Society  there.  On 
the  whole,  there  are  many  bright  prospects  for 
Palestine  in  5668. 

The  report  of  the  Richon  Wine  Company  is 
very  satisfactory.  It  has  been  established  on  a 
firm  commercial  basis,  and  it  is  expected  that 
in  the  coming  year  the  market  prices  will  rise. 
New  branches  have  been  opened  in  London 
and  Cairo. 

Petach  Tikvah  is  still  selling  Biarah  land. 
It  contains  professional  brokers  who  take  ad- 
vantage of  new  settlers  to  induce  them  to  buy 
land  at  prices  far  from  reasonable.  In  the 
course  of  a  few  months  a  Petach  Tikvah  Biara 
may  be  transferred  to  a  dozen  proprietors.  I 
would  warn  all  those  intending  buying  land  in 
the  existing  colonies  to  be  very  careful,  dis- 
creet and  to  avoid  the  Biara  brokers. 

The  Bikur  Holim  Hospital  of  Jerusalem  has 
issued  its  annual  report.    During  the  year  5667 
it  admitted  1259  patients,  dispensed  medicines 
to  the  amount  of  57,362,  and  distributed  9,725- 
francs  to  needy  patients.     The  total  expendi-  • 
ture  amounted  to  111,000  francs.     The  report, 
speaks  also  of  an  extensive  plot  of  land  that 
had  been  purchased  for  60,000  francs  for  the . 
rebuilding  of  more  commodious  premises  foi 
the    hospital.      Its    medical    staff    consists    of- 
four  physicians  who  are  specialists  in  the  mal 
adies  prevailing  in  Palestine. 

Safed  is  rejoicing  at  the  good  news  commu 
nicated  to  them  by  Baron  Edmund  de  Roth 
child,  viz.,  that  he  intends  to  erect  a  hospital . 
for  the  Jewish  community'  of  Safed  on  a  mag 
nificent  plot  of  land  belonging  to  him  in  one 
of  the  quarters  of  the  town.  This  need  had 
been  felt  for  a  long  time,  for  even  the  most 
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pious  Jews  were  compelled  to  listen  to  the 
mission  doctor's  sermon  before  receiving  his 
medical  advice. 

The  delegates  to  the  Hague  Congress  havt 
not  yet  returned.  Scheinkin  and  Trietch  are 
traveling  in  Germany  and  Russia.  Professoi 
Schatz  is  also  missed. 

Rabbi  Jacobi  Meir,  the  deposed  Haham 
Bashi  of  Jerusalem  and  Salonica,  returned  here 
this  week.  The  poor  rabbi  looks  troubled,  but 
not  discouraged. 

Quarantine  has  beep  removed  and  steamers 
may  now  anchor  before  the  port  of  Jaffa,  land 
ing  their  passengers  after  a  medical  examina- 
tion. Many  Christian  pilgrims  are  visiting  this 
country,  the  majority  hailing  from  Bohemia, 
Spain  and  France.  English  and  Americans 
come  here  from  Christmas  to  May. 

Rain  fell  in  Jaffa  on  Rosh  Hashanah.  Peo- 
ple say  that  for  forty  years  it  had  not  hap- 
pened. I  have  been  in  Palestine  for  six  sum- 
mers, and  it  is  the  first  time  that  I  have  seen 
rain  on  Rosh  Hashanah.  It  has  slightly  dam- 
aged the  sesame,  but  hastens  the  ripening  of 
the  oranges. 


THE  AT71TUDE  OF  RUSSIAN  ZIONISTS 
TOWARD  THE  ELECTIONS. 


The  Central  Committee  of  the  Russian  Zion 
ist  organization,  at  its  last  meeting,  considered 
the  question  of  what  the  attitude  of  the  Rus 
sian  Zionists  should  be  toward  the  elections  for 
the  third  Duma.  Now  that  the  National  sub- 
divisions have  been  made  in  the  Pale  of  Settle- 
ment, the  question  has  assumed  a  different 
aspect.  It  appears  that  the  Jews  have  very 
slim  chances  of  electing  their  own  representa- 
tives, and  in  many  places,  such  as  Wilna,  for 


instance,  the  Jewish  population  will  not  be  able 
even  to  help  the  election  of  a  progressive  can- 
didate. The  Zionist  Central  Committee,  there- 
fore, decided  that  the  Zionist  g^roups  should 
not  take  an  active  part  in  those  places  where 
the  situation  is  altogether  hopeless.  But  the 
Zionist  leaders  and  groups  are  urged  to  work 
energetically  wherever  there  may  be  a  possi- 
bility of  electing  either  a  Jewish  Deputy  or  a 
progressive  candidate  who  will  undertake  to 
defend  in  the  Duma  the  civic,  political  and  na- 
tional rights  of  the  Jews. 


CAPE  TOWN,  SOUTH  AFRICA. 


Under  the  auspices  of  the  Dorshei  Zion  As- 
sociation, a  very  pleasant  evening  was  spent, 
on  Thursday,  September  26,  at  the  Zionist 
Hall,  Hope  Street,  in  celebration  of  the  Simcho 
Beth  Hashivo.  The  president,  Mr.  I.  Schwartz, 
who  was  in  the  chair,  opened  the  proceedings 
with  an  interesting  address,  in  the  course  of 
which  he  explained  the  meaning  and  origin  of 
the  festival,  going  back  to  the  time  of  the 
Temple,  when  every  Succoth  people  used  to 
flock  to  Jerusalem  from  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, with  their  various  offerings.  The  name 
Simcho  Beth  Hashivo,  he  explained,  was  de- 
rived from  the  ceremony  of  pouring  water 
over  the  altar  on  such  occasions. 

There  will  be  no  lack  of  Jewish  candidates 
in  the  field  at  the  forthcoming  parliamentary 
elections.  Requisitions  are  being  prepared  in 
support  of  Advocate  Morris  Alexander,  and 
the  Deputy  Mayor,  Councillor  H.  Liberman, 
who  will  contest  Cape  Town,  as  independent 
moderates.  Both  of  the  gentlemen  are  sup- 
posed to  stand  a  very  good  chance  of  success. 


i£  Sti^ 
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OCTOBER  MEETING  OF  THE  EXECUT- 
IVE COMMITTEE. 


A  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Federation  of  American  Zionists  was  held 
on  Monday  evening,  October  7,  at  the  Hotel 
Marie  Antoinette,  New  York.  Present  were: 
Dr.  Harry  Friedenwald,  in  the  chair,  Mr.  S. 
Abel,  Dr.  H.  J.  Epstein,  Dr.  I.  Freidlander,  Mr. 
J.  Hirsch  (by  invitation),  Mr.  D.  H.  Lieber- 
man,  Mr.  L.  Lipsky,  Mr.  L.  D.  Livingston,  Mr. 
E.  W.  Lewin-Epstein,  Mr.  H.  Newstad,  Mr. 
N.  Prensky,  Dr.  A.  M.  Radin  and  the  Secre- 
tary. Apologies  for  non-attendance  were  re- 
ceived from  Dr.  R.  Gottheil  and  Mr.  Henry 
Jackson. 

All  arrangements  had  been  made  for  a 
propaganda  tour  by  Mr.  A.  H.  Fromenson 
throughout  the  country.  Mr  Fromenson  is, 
unfortunately,  now  suffering  from  a  serious 
illness;  and  all  arrangements  must,  for  the 
present,  remain  in  abeyance. 

The  Chairman  also  informed  the  Committee 
of  the  misfortune  of  Dr.  A.  Wolf,  of  St.  Louis, 
a  member  of  the  Actions  Comite,  who  lost  his 
wife  and  child  through  an  accident.  The  Sec- 
retary was  instructed  to  express  the  deep  and 
sincere  sympathy  of  the  Federation  to  Dr. 
Wolf  in  his  grief. 

The  Chairman  referred  to  the  controversy 
as  to  the  incompatibility  of  Zionism  and  Amer- 
ican patriotism,  which  had  arisen  with  Mr. 
Jacob  H.  Schiff  in  consequence  of  the  latter's 
open  letter  to  Prof.  S.  Schechter,  recently  pub- 
lished in  the  American  Hebrew.  The  Presi- 
dent had  replied  to  this  letter,  as  had  also  a 
number  of  individual  Zionists.  An  editorial  re- 
ply had  been  made  in  The  Maccabaean.  The 
holding  of  a  mass-meeting  by  the  New  York 
Council  had  given  the  Federation  an  opportun- 
ity  to  make  an  official  reply  to  Mr.  Schiff. 

The  Secretary  then  reported  as  to  the  visit 
of  Dr  Shmaryahu  Lewin  to  this  country  during 
the  coming  winter.  Dr.  Lewin  went  to  Pales- 
tine at  the  expense  of  the  Federation.  It  was 
expected  that  Dr.  Lewin  would  send  reports  of 
his  investigations  to  the  Federation  for  publica- 
tion as  a  preliminary  to  his  coming  to  America 
ior  the  purpose  of  gathering  a  large  sum  of 
money  for  educational  purposes  in  Palestine. 
During  the  Hague  Congress,  a  small  confer- 


ence had  been  held  with  Dr.  Lewin.  The  mem- 
bers of  this  conference  were  Dr  Lewin,  Mr. 
Lewin-Epstein,  Mr.  Kamaiky,  Dr.  Schlossinger, 
Dr.  Wolf,  of  St.  Louis,  Dr.  Tschlenow,  Hen 
Kahn,  of  the  Hague,  Mr.  Moser,  of  England, 
and  the  Secretary.  Upon  the  basis  of  a  letter 
received  from  the  President  of  the  Federation, 
the  conference  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that 
Dr.  Lewin  ought  to  be  invited  to  come  to  this 
country ;  that  his  traveling  expenses  be  covered 
from  the  funds  collected  by  him;  that  he  go  to 
a  health  resort  for  some  time  to  recuperate 
from  the  severe  strain  of  his  work  in  Palestine; 
and  also  that  a  certain  sum  be  allowed  Dr. 
Lewin  for  the  maintenance  of  his  family  during 
an  absence  of  at  least  six  months.  Dr.  Lewin 
requested  a  sum  of  3,000  Marks  for  this  pur- 
pose. The  conference  was  unanimous  in  the 
opinion  that  the  responsibility  of  paying  a  sum 
of  money  to  Dr.  Lewin  for  the  maintenance 
of  his  family  might  safely  be  assumed.  Herr 
Wolffsohn  had,  in  the  meantime,  advanced  the 
sum  of  1,500  Marks  for  this  purpose.  Dr.  Lewin 
and  the  Secretary  were  altogether  agreed  that 
the  success  of  the  tour  would  be  dependent  up- 
on the  ability  of  the  Federation  to  form  a  com- 
mittee to  take  charge  of  the  arrangements; 
such  a, committee  to  be  entirely  independent  of 
the  Federation,  which  would,  however,  insist 
upon  a  Zionist  majority.  The  committee  would 
consist  of  several  prominent  non-Zionists  and 
several  leading  Zionists;  and  its  purpose  and 
status  would  be  definitely  made  known. 

After  considerable  discussion,  it  was  decided 
to  try  to  enlist  the  interest  of  a  number  of  per- 
sons outside  of  the  Zionist  organization  in  the 
Palestine  education  problem.  It  was  also  de- 
cided that  the  extending  of  an  invitation  to  Dr. 
Lewin  be  contingent  upon  success  in  organiz- 
ing the  committee.  It  was  further  resolved  to 
inform  Dr.  Lewin  and  Herr  Wolffsohn  of  the 
present  status  of  the  matter ;  and  to  instruct  the 
committee  to  take  no  definite  action  until  it 
had  reported  to  the  Executive  Committee. 

The  Secretary  read  letters  from  Herr  Wolff- 
sohn and  from  the  Central  Bureau  referring  to 
a  resolution  of  the  Congress  that  every  organ- 
ized Zionist  contribute  at  least  one  dollar  as  a 
party  tax  to  the  central  organization  in  Cologne. 
The  various  federations  were  asked  to  report 
collections  weekly  or  bi-weekly,   and  to  for- 
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ward  the  funds  to  the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust, 
of  London. 

The  Secretary  offered  the  following  motion, 
which  was  carried:  That  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  consider  the  matter  of  the  party 
tax;  and  that  this  committee  be  requested  to 
submit  report  to  the  President  and  Secretary 
for  approval.  Committee  appointed:  L.  Kam- 
aisky,  H.  Newstad  and  J.  Hirsch. 

It  was  reported  that  the  "Partei-fond"  had 
been  opened  by  Herr  Wolffsohn  with  a  con- 
tribution of  5,000  marks.  A  subscription 
list  was  opened  by  the  members  of  the  Exec- 
utive Conunittee  for  the  "Partei-fond,"  and 
$127.50  was  raised.  Another  circular  letter 
was  presented  from  the  Centralbureau  in 
which  request  was  made  for  complete  infor- 
mation as  to  the  activities  of  the  federations 
and  individual  societies  at  regular  intervals 
for  "Die  Welt."  Other  data  and  statistics 
were  also  requested.  The  Secretary  was  in- 
structed to  meet  these  demands  as  fully  as 
possible. 

JEWISH   COLONIAL  TRUST  COMMITTEE. 

The  Chairman  reported  on  correspondence 
had  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Federation.  The 
Secretary  regarded  the  establishment  of  a 
branch  of  the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust  in  this 
city  as  the  most  important  Palestine  work 
which  the  American  Zionists  could  undertake 
at  the  present  time.  He  had  corresponded 
about  the  legal  difficulties  with  Mr.  I.  D.  Mor- 
rison, who  believed  that  there  was  no  reason 
against  the  closing  of  the  Zionist  bank  on  Sat- 
urdays and  Jewish  holidays.  The  Committee 
was  instructed  to  investigate  the  matter  more 
closely. 

NATIONAL  FUND  COMMITTEE. 

The  National  Fund  Committee  reported  that 
the  following  amounts  had  been  forwarded  to 
the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust  since  the  Conven- 
tion in  June:  National  Fund  Stamps,  $1,824.- 
72;  National  Fund  Donations,  Collections,  etc., 
$482.75;  Golden  Book  entries,  $401.00;  total, 
$2,708.47.  The  Committee  also  reported  that 
over  600  National  Fund  boxes  had  been  dis- 
tributed up  to  the  present  time;  and  that  an 
order  had  been  placed  for  an  additional  thou- 
sand boxes,  which,  it  was  believed,  could  be 
distributed  to  advantage  within  a  short  time. 


PALESTINE    COMMITTEE. 

The  appended  report  was  presented  by  the 
Palestine  Committee.  Its  propositions  as  to 
the  engaging  of  Messrs.  Rosenthal  and  Schub 
were  approved  with  the  instruction  that  no 
tours  be  undertaken  or  meetings  arranged 
without  previous  consultation  with  the  Propa- 
ganda Committee  to  obviate  conflict  with  its 
plans. 

SHEKEL. 

The  matter  of  the  Shekel  Collection  was 
then  discussed.  Great  stress  was  laid  upon 
the  importance  and  necessity  of  a  well-mapped 
out  campaign.  A  committee,  consisting  of  Dr. 
Magnes,  Mr.  Abel  and  Dr.  Epstein  was  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpose  of  securing  a  capable 
chairman  for  the  Shekel  Committee,  and  of 
beginning  work  immediately  thereafter. 

PUBLICATIONS. 

The  Publication  Committee  was  instructed 
to  publish  the  following  in  pamphlet  form : 

The  address  of  Dr.  Nordau  at  the  Eighth 
Congress. 

The  addresses  of  the  President  at  the  Tan- 
nersville  Convention  and  at  the  New  York 
meeting  of  Sept.  14,  1907. 

Translation  of  article  by  Dr.  Emil  Cohn 
(already  translated  by  Mr.  Blondheim  of  Bal- 
timore). 

The  Yiddish  Publication  Committee  pre- 
sented appended  report.  Instructions  as  to 
consultation  with  the  Propaganda  Committee 
were  given,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Palestine 
Committee. 

Dr.  Epstein,  as  President  of  the  New  York 
Council,  reported  the  condition  of  the  societies 
in  his  district  as  very  bad.  saying  that  most 
of  them  were  practically  defunct.  Mr.  Abel 
suggested  that  the  only  way  of  building  up 
and  strengthening  an  organization  in  New 
York  would  be  to  establish  a  propaganda  con- 
ference, which  should  consist  of  the  Chairman 
of  the  Committee  on  Propaganda  and  Organ- 
ization, the  New  York  members  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Committee,  the  officers  of  the  New 
York  Council  and  the  presidents  of  the  soci- 
eties. He  believed  that  a  conference  of  such 
persons  ought  to  be  called,  and  that  such  a 
a  conference   could   put  the  movement  on   a 
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solid  footing  by  proper  organization.  Dr.  Ep- 
stein further  suggested  that  the  Committees 
on  Education  and  Yiddish  Publication  could 
be  of  especial  service  in  this  connection. 


REPORT  OP  PALESTINE  COMMITTEE. 

A  meeting  of  the  Palestine  Committee  was 
held  on  Saturday  evening,  Oct.  5,  at  the  office 
of  the  Federation. 

Present  were:  E.  W.  Lewin-Epstein,  Chair- 
man; L.  D.  Livinston,  L.  Kehlmann  and  A.  S. 
Waldstein. 

Apologies  for  non-attendance  were  presented 
from  Prof.  L.  Friedlander  and  Mr.  M.  B. 
Lande. 

The  Chairman  presented  a  proposition  from 
Mr.  I.  M.  Rosenthal,  who  offered  his  services 
to  the  Palestine  Committee  as  a  paid  solicitor 
for  funds  for  Palestinian  institutions,  viz., 
Bezalel,  Olive  Trees  and  the  Pflanzungsverein. 
The  Chairman  was  authorized  to  engage  Mr. 
Rosenthal  for  such  work  in  Greater  New 
York  at  a  commission  of  25  per  cent,  on  all 
funds  secured  by  him.  It  was  resolved  that 
Mr.  Rosenthal's  work  should  be  outlined  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  committee,  to  be  held 
within  a  week. 

The  Chairman  was  also  authorized  to  engage 
Mr.  D.  Schub  for  Palestine  propaganda  out- 
side of  New  York,  on  a  commission  of  25 
per  cent,  of  all  funds  obtained  through  his 
efforts. 

It  was  resolved  that  such  society  in  Greater 
New  York  be  written  to,  and  requested  to  fur- 
nish one  or  more  members  who  would  devote 
themselves  to  the  Palestine  work:  such  per- 
sons to  be  co-opted  as  members  of  the  Pales- 
tine Committee  of  the  Federation. 

It  was  also  decided  to  request  every  mem- 
ber of  the  Palestine  Committee  to  furnish  the 
names  and  addresses  of  such  persons  as  might 
be  approached  for  the  above-mentioned  pur- 
poses, and  also  to  furnish  written  recommen- 
dations to  such  persons  when  necessary. 


Executive  Committee.  It  is  able  to  report 
additional  receipts  to  the  amount  of  $360.15; 
making  a  cash  total  to  date  of  $730.45.  Out- 
standing subscriptions  amount  to  about  $720. 

In  accordance  with  a  resolution  adopted  at 
the  last  meeting  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee, a  Yiddish  report  of  the  Hague  Con- 
gress has  been  compiled  by  Mr.  Lasersohn  and 
Mr.  Abel.  Three  thousand  copies  of  this  re- 
port have  been  published  in  pamphlet  form 
containing  48  pages  in  8-point  type ;  cost  about 
$73.  This  pamphlet  will  be  sold  at  five  cents 
per  copy,  at  a  discount  of  30  per  cent,  to  deal- 
ers and  societies,  at  which  rate  the  entire  cost 
of  publication  will  be  covered. 

A  circular  letter,  informing  the  societies  as 
to  the  publication  of  the  above-mentioned 
pamphlet,  and  urging  active  endeavors  on  be- 
half of  the  Press  F«nd,  was  issued  about  the 
end  of  September.  Up  to  date,  cash  orders  for 
several  hundred  copies  of  the  pamphlet  have 
been  received. 

A  list  of  the  subscriptions  and  remittances 
to  the  Press  Fund  was  published,  in  a  rather 
defective  manner,  in  Der  Yiddisher  Kaempfer, 
No.  25.  A  perfected  copy  of  this  list,  brought 
up  to  date,  was  published  in  the  October 
issue  of  The  Maccabaean. 

The  Committee  has  forwarded  a  number  of 
personal  letters  to  the  secretaries  of  several 
societies  and  to  individual  Zionists.  It  has 
also  taken  steps  for  the  arranging  of  mass 
meetings  in  several  towns  in  the  vicinity  of 
New  York  in  the  interests  of  the  Press  Fund, 
and  for  the  holding  of  an  entertainment  in 
New  York  City  for  the  same  purpose. 
Respectfully   submitted, 

S.  Abel, 
Chairman. 


REPORT  OF  THE  YIDDISH  PUBLICATION  COMMITTEE. 

The    Yiddish    Publication    Committee    held 
three  meetings   since  the  last  meeting  of  the 


THE  EIGHTH  ZIONIST  CONGRESS. 
The  Yiddish  Publication  Committee  has  pub- 
lished a  complete  Yiddish  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  last  Congress  which  was  held 
at  the  Hague.  Zionists  should  order  copies  of 
this  pamphlet  for  distribution  at  meetings,  etc 
The  price  of  the  pamphlet  is  five  cents.  Ad- 
dress, The  Maccabaean,  547  Broadway. 
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NATIONAL  FUND  STAMPS 


Birmingham,  Ala. 

Felix  Shevinsky   $1.00 

New  York. 

Zion  Benevolent  Society   • 2.00 

Zionist  Council  of  Greater  N.  Y....  54.00 
Baltimore,  Md. 

Southeastern  Council  of  Zionists 10.00 

Providence,  R.  I. 

Patriots  of  Zion 18.00 

Newark,  N.  J. 

Bnai  and  Bnoth  Zion  30.00 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Tiphereth  Zion   2.00 

Woodbine,  N.  J. 

Children's  Zionist  Society  2.00 

Fall  River,  Mass. 

Synagogue    12.00 

SCRANTON,  Pa. 

Chovcvi  Zion 10.00 

Burlington,  Vt. 

Daughters  of  Zion  1.00 

New  York. 

M.    Levine    60 

Ansonia,  Conn. 

Herzl   Tiphereth   Zion   Society 2.00 

Ft.  Worth,  Tex. 

Ahavas   Zion    3.00 

Grand  Forks,  N.  D. 

Ahavas  Zion  5.00 

Office  of  Federation   1 1.39 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

Zionist    Council    21.00 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 

Dr.  Herzl  Zion  Society 14.07 

Cash  Receipts    2.43 


$181.49 


NATIONAL  FUND  DONATIONS, 

COLLECTIONS,  ETC. 


New  York. 
Coll.  by  Mr.  Straus  at  Bar  Mitzvah: 
Isidor  Goldberg,  Sept.  1,  1907 $4.00 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 
Coll.  per  B.  Jacobson:  Nahum  David 
Vogel,  20c.;  Ettel  Vogel,  40c.;  Eva- 
line  Vogel,  30c.;  Rachel  Vogel,  30c.; 
L.   Edelman,  45c.;   B.  Jacobson,  5c.; 


Sam  Shuchart,  10c.;  Julius  Glaser, 
25c.;  S.  Tannenbaum,  10c.;  S.  Kol- 
brenner,  10c.;  Meyer  Friedman,  45c; 
Caiman  Friedman,  25c.;  Jacob  Korn- 
bloom,  30c.;  H.  Radinsky,  25c.;.  Bnai 
Zion,  30c.;  Schocherei  Sfass  Ever, 
$1.20;  total  6.0D 

Baltimore,  Md. 
Collection   National   Fund   Box,   No. 
189,  Julia  B.  Friedenwald  and  Jonas 
E.    Friedenwald    5.25 

New  York. 
Coll.  by  L  M.  Rosenthal  at  First  Rou- 
manian Synagogue  19.50 

Washington,  D.  C. 
Chevra  Bnai  Zion   10.00 

Grand  Forks,  N.  D. 
Coll.    by    H.    Ziskinat    Stofer-Cohcn 
Wedding,  St  Paul,  Minn 9.05 

New  York. 

Prof.  R.  Gottheil 50 

New  York. 
Coll.     David     Kadishevitz     at    Brith 
Millah   Hirsch   Latin    6.75 

Collection  by  Rabbi  B.  L.  Levinthal,  of 
Philadelphia,  at  Brith  Millah  Joseph 
Pinkas,  Woodbine,  N.  J 4.25 

New  York. 
Erev  Yom  Kippur  Collection  by  Mr. 
Wm.     Brauman     at    Jehuda    Halevy 
Congregation      5.0O 

New  York. 

Erev  Yom  Kippur  Collection  by  L  M. 
Rosenthal  at  First  Roumanian  S)ma- 
gogue      1.55 

New  York. 
Erev  Yom  Kipper  Collected  by  I.  M. 
Rosenthal  at  Tammany  Hall  Services    26.65 

New  York. 
Coll.  by  L  M.  Rosenthal  at  Package 
Party  of  Bnai  and  Bnoth  Zion  Kadi- 
mah,'  Sept.  21,  1907  3.05 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 
Dr.  Herzl  Zion  Society  25.00 

Coll.  by  Rabbi  Sivitz,  of  Pittsburg,  at 
Wedding  of  Miss  Hirschman   2.0O 

New  York. 
Erev  Yom  Kippur  Coll.  at  Ahawath 
Zion  Congregation  2.0O 


$130.55 
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/.  C.  T,  SHARES. 

Waterbury,  Conn. 

Joseph   Brook    $5.00 

Jacob  Risburg   5.00 

Samuel  Maren   10.00 

Portland,  Me, 

M.  A.  Sulkowitch   10.00 

Jacob  Silverman  5.00 

Max  Silverman  5.00 

Nathan   Silverman   5.00 

New  York. 

S.    Sakin 5.00 


$50.00 
October  Remittance  by    St.    Louis    Zionist 
Council, 
donations  to  national  fund. 
Collected  Erev  Yom  Kippur: 
In  Sharis  Sphard  Synagogue,  per 

Dave  and  Sol  Bearman   $9.50 

Tpheras  Israel  Synagogue,  per  I. 

L.   Borushak    7.00 

Sheera  Thillim,  per  J.  Raeger..     3.05 
Beth   Hamidrash    Hagodal,    per 

Zelig  Fleischman   2.'45 

In  East  St.  Louis  Synagogue,  per 

Meyer  Hurwitz    2.15 

B'nai  Amoona  Congregation,  per 

Dr.  M.  Golland   2.00 

West  End  Synagogue,  per  Nath- 
an Fischman   1.80 

Ahavas  Achim  Anshel  Rouman- 

ia,  per  Rev.  S.  Siskind   1.00 


Engagement  Party  of  Sol  Over- 
bach  and  Masha  Rifkowitz,  per 
M.  Greenburg  5.00 

At  Brith  Millah  Ferdinand 
Fischlowitz,  per  Henry  Fisch- 
lowitz   16.55 

At  Wedding  Mr.  Tutinsky  and 
Miss  Senderman,  per  J.  Ab- 
ramowitz    2.00 

From  M.  Schneiderman,  per  J. 
Abramowitz    25 

From  F.  Fischlowitz,  per  J. 
Abramowitz    50 

From  S.  Goldman,  per  J.  Ab- 
ramowitz   50 

From  P.  V.  L.  Tutinskj-,  per  J. 


$28.95 


Abramowitz    2.00 

From    Mr.    A.    Lazarus,   per   J. 
Abromowitz  1.25 

FOR   golden    book    ENTRV.       . 

East  St.  Louis  Zionists $7.25 

Bertha   Golland    5.00 

Young   Men   and   Ladies'   Zion- 
gate    1.25 


$28.15 


$13.50 

FOR    OLIVE    TREES. 

In  name  of  Nechama  Hurwitz, 
1  tree $1.50 

In  memory  of  Sholima  Woolf, 
by  His  Daughter,  Rachel 
Goldman,  2  trees   3.00 

$4.50 

From  Bezalel  Society,  St.  Louis, 
for  the  Bezalel,  Jerusalem $50.00 

FOR    SHARES    IN     THE     PALESTINE     IMPROVEMENT 
ASSOCIATION  AT  10  PER  CENT.  DEPOSIT. 

From  Meyer  Hurwitz,  2  Shares. $20.00 
"  Simon  Goldman,  2  Shares.  20.00 
•'      Harry   Goldman,  1    Share.  10.00 


$50.00 
$175.30 


NOTICE  FROM  THE  CENTRAL  BUREAU 

OF  THE  JEWISH  NATIONAL  FUND, 

COLOGNE. 


While  the  formalities  connected  with  the 
establishment  of  this  Bureau  have  not  been 
concluded,  we  ask  that  all  letters,  packages, 
etc.,  shall  be  addressed  to 
Herr  Rechtsanwalt  Dr.  M.  J.  Bodenheimer, 
Cologne,  Richmodstr.,  No.  6. 
(Signed) 

Central  Bureau  of  the 

"W  ICE-VERSA/* 

^     A  CHANUKA  PLAT  FOH  PUKIM 

A  one-act  play  for  Jewish    Children    by  Louis  Lipskt 
Published  by  the  Junior  Literary  Brauch  of  the  Benai  and 
Benoth  Zion  Kadinoah,  New  York. 

PRICK  15  C«ats 
MACCABAEAN  PUB.  CO.,  547  BroaiVay,  N.  Y. 
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LOUISVILLE    ZIONISTS    ENGAGE    IN 
RELIGIOUS  WORK, 


The  Louisville  Zionist  societies  have  begun 
their  practical  work  for  the  year  by  the  open- 
ing, on  October  16,  of  a  large  Sabbath  school 
in  the  Young  Men's  Hebrew  Association  Build- 
ing. There  was  a  very  large  attendance  at  the 
first  enrollment,  and  the  spirit  of  the  young 
people  who  came  was  so  enthusiastic  and  eager 
as  to  give  great  promise  of  an  interesting  and 
instructive  year's  work.  More  than  one 
hundred  children  were  on  hand  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  school,  and  the  prospects  are  that 
this  number  will  be  doubled  or  trebled  in  a 
very  short  time.  The  school  is  entirely  the 
result  of  Zionistic  effort,  but  is  open  to  all  Jew- 
ish children. 

The  Zionist  societies  have  attracted  much 
notice,  not  unmixed  with  surprise  on  the 
part  of  those  outside  of  the  Zionist  ranks,  by 
showing  in  practical  work  of  thfs  sort  that 
they  are  not,  as  was  at  first  prophesied,  mere 
visionaries,  neglectful  of  the  passing  moment 
for  the  sake  of  a  distant  ideal.  Their  work  in 
these  fields  has  been  commenced  from  sources 
whence  such  commendation  was  least  to  be  ex- 
pected. It  was  through  the  efforts  of  the 
Zionist  societies  that  classes  for  teaching  Eng- 
lish to  immigrants  were  formed  at  Louisville, 
and  although  others  than  Zionists  have  since 
then  joined  in  the  movement,  it  owes  its  in- 
ception entirely  to  these  "visionaries."  The 
children  of  Louisville  Zionists  have  also  been 
provided  for  in  Louisville  Zionism,  a  special 
body  having  been  formed  for  their  benefit,  un- 
der the  name  of  "The  Herzl  Children" ;  and 
the  enthusiasm  with  which  the  children  work 
to  make  every  undertaking  of  their  societ}'  a 
success  speaks  well  both  for  the  numbers  and 
the  spirit  of  the  future  Maccabees.  The  pres- 
ent Sabbath  school  has  been  established  to  give 
the  young  people  an  acquaintance  with  as 
well  as  an  enthusiasm  for  Judaism — ^both  of 
them  much  needed  in  Louisville — ^by  instruction 


in  the  history  and  culture  of  their  race.  It  is 
proposed  to  have  two  days  for  Sabbath  school 
work,  Saturday  afternoon  and  Sunday  morn- 
ing. The  work  for  the  present  will  consist 
chiefly  of  Bible  lessons  and  study  in  Jewish 
history,  but  it  is  hoped  that  later  Hebrew  can 
be  added  to  the  curriculum.  The  grading  in 
the  classes  will  be  on  the  basis  of  the  public 
school  training. 

The  teaching  staff  at  present  consists  of 
Miss  Minnie  Isaacs,  Miss  Ullie  Netoffsky. 
Miss  Henrietta  Shapinsky,  and  Miss  Jennie 
Borenstein,  all  of  whom  are  earnest  and  tire 
less  workers  in  Louisville  Zionist  affairs  as 
well  as  trained  and  competent  teachers.      J. 


PHILADELPHIA, 

The  Maccabaean  Zion  Society  reports  an 
election  of  officers  held  on  Oct.  6th  at  the 
Zion  Institute.  The  following  were  elected: 
W.  J.  Portner,  President;  M.  Lerner,  Vice- 
President;  Mr.  Pincowitz,  Recording  Secre- 
tary; L.  Lukoff,  Financial  Secretary;  D.  Fin- 
klegreen.  Treasurer. 

The  Friends  of  Zion  Society  held  its  an- 
nual election  on  October  6th.  The  following 
were  elected:  Dr.  B.  L.  Gordon,  President; 
Mr.  I.  Prenner,  Vice-President;  Mr.  Sam 
Bloom,  Treasurer;  Mr.  Bielostocky,  Record- 
ing Secretary;  Mr.  Simon,  Financial  Secre- 
tary; Mr.  J.  Josephson,  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary. 


BUFFALO,  N.  Y, 
The   organization    of    a    society   under    the 
name  of  Dorshei  Zion  is  reported. 


MINNEAPOLIS,  MINN. 
Through  the  combined  efforts  of  the  Bnai 
Zion  Theodore  Herzl  Society  and  the  local 
Poalei  Zion  Society,  the  following  collections 
were  made  on  Erev  Yom  Kippur  at  the  local 
synagogues:  Mikroh  Kodesh,  $11.10;  Hodes 
Eshurem,  $4.00;  Kistler's  Hall,  $1.60;  Kara- 
sath  Israel,  $3.15;  Tovriga  Schul,  $1.50;  total, 
$21.35. 
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RECEIPTS  OF  PALESTINE  COMMITTEE 

FOR  MONTHS  OF  MARCH,  APRIL, 

MAY  AND  JUNE,  1907, 

New  York,  Oct.  24,  1907. 
pflanzungsverein  palaestina. 
New  York: 

Leopold  Kehlmann,  5  shares $100.00 

Baltimore,  Md.  : 

Daughters  of  Zion,  2  shares 40.00 

installments  i 
Baltimore,  Md.  : 

J.  L.  Isaacs,  4  shares 13.34 

Cleveland,  O.  : 
Moses    Mordecai    bar    Bezalel   Jacob 

Epstein,  1  share .' 10.00 

Max  Moritz,  1  share 2.50 

Portland,  Me.: 

M.  A.  Sulkowitch,  1  share *    5.00 

Buffalo,  N.  Y.  : 
Leon  H.  Miller,  1  share 2.50 

Total  ..$173.34 

Bezalel. 
New  York: 

Zion  Benevolent  Society $  1  85 

Brownsville,  N.  Y.  : 

Mr.  Dratch,  per  Degel  Zion 1.30 

New  York: 

N.  Lemowitz   5.00 

Baltimore,  Md.  : 

Mrs.   Jane   Friedenwald,   collected   at 
Brith    Millah,    by    M.    Frankle,    at 

home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L  Kohn 3.10 

Scranton,  Pa.: 

Chovevi  Zion 25.18 

Mr.  Green,  per  Chovevi  Zion 6.30 

New  York: 

Atereth  Zion 3.65 

Philadelphia,  Pa.: 

L  George  Dobsevage 50 

Baltimore,  Md.  : 

Collected    at    Brith    Millah    by    Abr. 

Idow    ....: 11.50 

New  York: 

Leopold  Kehlmann 25.00 

Houston,  Tex.  : 

Herzl  Zion  Society 10.00 

New  York: 

Mereth  Zion 3.00 


Kansas  Citv,  Mo. : 
Boney  Zion 6.50 

Baltimore,  Md.  : 

Dr.  H.  Friedenwald 100 

Mr.  Hillman * 50 

P.  Gordon LOO 

B.  Hartogensis 2.00 

New  York: 
Collected    at    Kazman    Brith    Millah, 
Cantor  Martin 100 

Baltimore,  Md.  : 
Daughters  of  Zion 25.00 

Austin,  Tex.  : 
Workers  of  Zion 16.85 

Total: $155.23 

ouvE  tree  fund. 

SOMERVILLE,   MaSS.  : 

In  honor  of  Sihrer  Wedding  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.   Segcl,  1;   Mr.   and  Mrs. 

Seiniger,  1 ;  total,  2  trees $    3.00 

New  York: 

Edward  Tansky,  5  trees 7.50 

Chicago,  III.: 

Chodic  David  Missnerl,  1  tree 1.50 

New  York: 
"Charles  Cropper,"   by  members  and 

friends  of  Alt-Neuland  Gruppe 1.50 

Baltimore,  Md.: 

Paul  Gordon 7.50 

J.  L.  Isaacs 7.50 

Zion  Choir 15.00 

Ezras  Chovevi  Zion 7.50 

Collected  at  Brith  Millah;  tree  to  be 
planted  in  name  of  infant,  "A.   S. 

Schloesinger''    150 

Everett,  Mass.  : 

Isaac  Klof '    3.00 

Scranton,  Pa.: 
Per  Chovevi  Zion : 
Arthur    Reuben    Cohen,    1;    Sadie 
Seidman,     1;     Leah     Seidman,     1; 
Sarah  Slutzky,  1 ;  Lena  Kaplan,  1 ; 

Rose  of  Zion,  1 ;  total,  6  trees 9.00 

New  York: 
Per  Young  Austro-Hungaria  Zionists : 
Mr.  Simon  Schechter :  In  memory  of 
his  late  father,  Benjamin  Schechter; 
in  memory  of  his  late  mother,  Sobel    - 
Schechter;  his  sister,  Dobrish  Leah 
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Rosenbaum;      his      wife,      Regina 
Schcchter;  total,  5  trees 7.50 

New  York; 
Per  L.  Germansky  and  H.  Germain: 
"Zevi    David    ben    Abraham    Ger- 
mansky,"   of    Brooklyn,    N.    Y.,    2 
trees 3.00 

Baltimore,  Md.  : 
Per  Southeastern  Council: 
Chambersburg,  Pa.,  hy  Louis  Sacks : 
Rachel  Sacks,  1;  Chaja  Badona 
Sacks,  1;  Itzchock  Sacks,  (Herzl 
Grove),  1;  Baltimore,  Md.,  Max 
Schuhan,  1;  Baltimore,  Md.,  Henry 
Idow,  5  trees ;  total,  9  trees 13iO 

New  York: 
Eleazer  Lob  bar  Shimeon  Mayer  Yom- 
tov,  1  tree L50 

YOUNGSTOWN,  O. : 

Per  Degel  Zion : 
Zevi   Ben   G.   L.   Jecsevitz,    (Herzl 
Grove),    3;    Solomon   Seff   ben   A. 

Aronofsky,  2;   total,  5  trees 7.50 

Leavenworth,  Kans.  : 

Chovevi  Zion  (Herzl  Grove)  2  trees.      3.00 
New  York: 
Per  Leopold  Kehlmann: 
Leopold  Kehlmann,  5;  Rose  Kehl- 
mann,   5;    Emanuel    Kehlmann,    5; 
Matilda  Kehlmann,  5;  Minnie  Kehl- 
mann,   5;    Hannah    Kehlmann,    5; 
Flora   Kehlmann,    5;    Philip   Kehl- 
mann, 5;  total,  40  trees 60.00 

Baltimore,  Md.  : 

Tikwath  Zion,  5  trees 7.50 

Chicago,  III.: 

Dr.  Geo.  Sultan,  1  tree 1.50 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  : 
Per  Bnai  and  Bnoth  Zion: 
Isidor  Werbelowsky,  1 ;  Jennie  Wer- 
belowsky,    1 ;    Mollie   Werbelowsky, 

1 ;  total,  3  trees 4.50 

Norfolk,  Va.  : 

H.  Crockin,  5  trees 7.50 

Baltimore,  Md.  : 
Per  Southeastern  Council : 
Jacob  Crystal,  5;  E.  Jacobson,  2; 
Israel  Crystal,  1 ;  Bernard  Fcikin, 
1;  Benj.  Applestein,  1;  I.  Katz,  1; 
Fannie  Abbel,  1;  Mrs.  Klavansky, 
4;  total,  16  trees 24.00 


Schechter;   his   sister,   Sarah   Ryka 

Boston,  Mass.: 
Per  Zionist  Council: 
For  Herzl  Grove:  Boston  Zionist 
Council,  1 ;  J.  de  Haas,  1 ;  Mrs.  J.  de 
Haas,  1 ;  per  Tiphereth  Zion  Socie- 
ty :  Max  Kolk,  1 ;  S.  Sherman,  1 ;  to- 
tal, 5  trees 7.50 

Houston,  Tex.: 
Herzl  Zion  Society,  5  trees 7.50 

New  York: 
Per  M.  Kramer: 
Israel  Brownstein  and  Mollie  Green- 
berg,  1  tree  each 3.00 

Philadelphla,  Pa.: 
Zionist  Council:  ^ 

Bathammi  Zusmer,  1;  Moses  ben 
Abraham  Waldman,  donated  in 
honor  of  his  Bar  Mitzvah  by  his 
uncle,  Hariy  Waldman,  1  tree; 
Abraham  Fricdenheim,  1;  total,  3 
trees 4.50 

Jbannette,  Pa.: 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joseph  Levin,  5  trees.      7.50 

Watehbury,  Conn.: 
Per  Degel  Society: 
"Z.  B.  Gcndelman" ;  1  tree 1.50 

Baltimore,  Md.: 
Per  Daughters  of  Zion: 
Esther  Gordon,  1 ;  Bessie  Kaplan,  1 ; 
Mollie  Sirasky;  1;  Rebeecca  Aaron- 
son,  1 ;  Jenny  Roddy,  1 ;  Kate  Fine- 
man,  1;  Mary  Fineman,  1;  Esther 
Wolbarsht,  1;  Fannie  Berman,  1; 
Sarah  Hoff ,  1 ;  Annie  Hendler,  1 ; 
Sarah  B.  Hillman,  1;  Mrs.  Jennie 
Hillman,  1;  Mrs.  Goldie  Wolf,  1; 
Mrs.  Frieda  Dubosky,  1;  Dr.  Harry 
Friedenwald,  1;  Collected  at  Hill- 
man Brith  Millah,  2;  Mrs.  J.  Ber- 
man, 1 ;  Miss  Celia  Goodman,  1 ; 
total,  20  trees 30.00 

Baltimore,  Md.  : 
Per  South  Eastern  Council: 
Sol  Herman,  5;  I.  B.  Sonotritsky, 
1 ;    Mrs.   Jennie    Mirvis,    1 ;    Philip 
Mirvis,  1 ;  Ben  Zion  Mirvis,  1 ;  total, 
9  trees   13.50 

New  York: 
Collected    at    Kazman    Brith    Millah: 
B.  Kazman,  2 ;  Mr.  Seff,  1 ;  Mr.  Lu- 
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barsky,  1;  Mr.  Goldstein,  1;  total,  5 

trees 7.50 

Philadelphia,  Pa.: 

Rabbi  B.  Levinthal 3.00 

Cleveland,  O.  : 
Mrs.  Zlatte  Krown,  in  memory  of  de- 
ceased mother,  Mrs.  Rebecca  Jacob- 
son,  1  tree 1.50 

Philadelphia,  Pa.: 
Young  Daughters  of  Zion,  1  tree  in 

Herzl  Grove 1.50 

Aids  of  Zion  Society  in  Commemora- 
tion of  Sixth  Anniversary  of  June 

11,    1907 1.50 

New  Britain,  Conn.: 

Per  R.  Meyerson: 
•      M.  Zicklick,  1;   M.  Rachlin,  1;   Mrs. 

H.  Edelson,  1;  total,  3  trees 4.50 

Norfolk,  Va.: 

Milton  Bernard  Haskell :  1  tree 1.50 

New  York: 
Per  Young  Austro-Hungarian  Zion- 
ists: Herzl  Wald:  Donated  by  M. 
Freundlich,  in  memory  of  his  late 
father,  "Bezalel  Itzchock  Freundlich, 
1  tree ;  in  memory  of  his  late  mother, 
"Blume  Liba  Freundlich,"  1  tree; 
total,  2  trees 3.00 

Total:    $304.50 

Recapitulation  : 
Pflanzungsverein    Palaestina . . .  $173.34 

Bezalel    155.23 

Olive  Tree  Fund 304.50 

Total:    $633.07 


$633.07  equal  to  2,532.28  Marks. 


ATERETH  ZION  ANNIVERSARY. 

The  Eighth  Annual  Anniversary  of  the 
Atereth  Zion,  of  New  York,  will  be  celebrated 
with  a  festival  and  ball  on  Saturday  evening, 
November  23,  at  Astoria  Hall,  62  East  4th 
street.  Among  the  speakers  will  be  Dr.  J.  L. 
Magner,  Dr.  H.  J.  Epstein,  N.  J.  Yohalem  and 
others.  The  entire  profit  will  go  to  the  Press 
Fund.  All  Zionists  and  sympathizers  are  cor- 
dially invited.  Tickets,  including  wardrobe, 
25  cents. 


WORCESTER,  MASS. 
A  well-attended  meeting  of  the  Jewish  resi- 
dents of  Worcester,  Cape  Colony,  was  held  in 
the  Synagogue  on  Sunday  afternoon,  Septem- 
ber 20,  to  hear  an  address  from  Mr.  Advocate 
Alexander,  Mr.  Alexander  was  welcomed  by 
Mr.  A.  Brown,  on  behalf  of  the  Congregation; 
by  Mr.  I.  Nowitz,  on  behalf  of  the  Zionist 
Society,  and  Mr.  L.  L.  Kavorik,  on  behalf  of 
the  Grand  Order  of  Israel. 


CLEVELAND,  OHIO, 

The  Bnai  Zion  of  Cleveland,  at  their  meeting 
Sunday  noon,  October  6,  elected  the  following 
officers:  Mr.  L.  C.  Bergsman,  President;  Mr. 
Wm.  Moritz,  Vice-President;  Mr.  M.  Moritz, 
Recording  and  Financial  Secretary;  Mr.  M. 
Stashaur,  Treasurer;  Mr.  L.  C.  Bergsman  and 
Mr.  M.  Moritz,  Delegates  to  the  Zionist  Coun- 
cil. 

The  Bnai  Zion  Association,  of  Cleveland, 
have  sent  out  tickets  and  will  raffle  one  hun- 
dred (100)  Jewish  Colonial  Trust  shares  in 
four  series;  the  first  and  second  of  the  series 
will  be  raffled  December  1.  Societies  having 
first  and  second  series  of  these  tickets  are  re- 
quested to  settle  for  them  not  later  than 
November  25.  Societies  having  third  and 
fourth  series  of  this  raffle  may  hold  those 
tickets,  and  if  sold,  can  order  more,  as  their 
raffle  will  take  place  February  2,  1908. 

The  Bnai  Zion  meets  every  Sunday  evening, 
at  the  Council  Ed.  Alliance,  Room  6. 


The  Woodbine  Zionist  Society  is  planning  to 
hold  a  large  meeting  and  celebration  the  com- 
ing Chanuka.  A  prominent  speaker  from  New 
York  will  be  invited  for  the  occasion.  The 
Zionist  students  at  the  Woodbine  School  in- 
tend to  carry  on  a  regular  propaganda  for  the 
cause  in  the  town  of  Woodbine,  and  efforts 
will  be  made  to  interest  as  many  as  possible  of 
the  young  people  of  the  community.  A  junior 
society  already  exists  in  Woodbine,  and  an 
effort  will  shortly  be  made  to  increase  the 
activity  of  the  young  people  who  make  up 
this  society. 
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PURE     CONDENSED     MILK 

LION    BRAND 


Condensed  Milk 

and 

Evaporated   Cream 

BEST    FOR     FJMILT     USA 

Guaranteed  Absolutely  Pure 

NOT  A  CHEAP  milk  and  cream, 

but  always  safe  and  reliable  for  babies 

ALWAYS  THE  SAME 

Write  for  Booklet 

SAVE     THE     LABELS 

TRY  A  CAN.     DO  IT  NOW 

NEW  YORK 


9(    Hudson  Street, 


U.  S.  Serial  No.  8169  guaranteed  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  June  80,  1906. 


T 


en     Years 
of  Zionism 


Excellent  for  propaganda  purposes— well  printed,  popular  in 
tone.  Instructive  and  free  from  controversial  matter.  This 
brochure  is  published  by  the  Central  Bureau.  It  is  everywhere 
considered  as  the  best  popular  brochure  ever  issued  by  the 
movement. 


100  copies 
1000      *' 


To  be  secured  in  quantities  or  single  copies 
$3.00      I      2000  copies 
25.00  5000      •* 


exclusive  of  postage 


$40.00 
90.00 


THE  MACCABAEAN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 

547    BROADWAY 
NEW  YORK  CITY 


The  only  Cocoa  with  a  Rich  Chocolate  Flavor 
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NEIV  SOCIETIES. 

Of  Zionist  societies  which  have  recently 
been  organized  in  this  country,  the  two  most 
interesting  organizations  are  those  which  have 
just  applied  for  affiiliation  with  the  Federation 
of  American  Zionists.  One  of  these  has  been 
organized  by  the  students  of  the  National 
Farm  School  at  Doylestown,  Pa.,  and  the  other 
is  composed  of  Jewish  youths  who  are  attend- 
ing the  Woodbine  Agricultural  School,  at 
Woodbine,  N.  J.  The  first  of  these  is  called 
the  National  Farm  School  Zionist  Society,  and 
the  other  is  the  Woodbine  Zionist  Society. 
The  members  of  these  two  societies,  all  en- 
.  thusiastic  young  men,  intensely  interested  in 
Jewish  affairs,  are  Zionists  in  the  strongest 
sense  of  the  world  and  a  number  of  them  in- 
tend, after  graduating  from  the  above  schools, 
to  go  to  Palestine  and  cast  their  lots  with  the 
pioneer  workers  in  the  Jewish  colonies.  Each 
one  of  these  societies  has  a  good  membership, 
and  has  been  well  organized.  It  is  not  an  ac- 
cident that  both  societies  were  formed  at  the 
same  time,  for  the  yoimg  men  at  Woodbine 
have  communicated  with  their  friends  at 
Doylestown,  and  the  students  of  each  of  the 
two  societies.  Several  of  the  students  of  these 
schools  have  written  to  the  secretary  of  the 
Federation,  telling  of  their  aims  and  plans  in 
regard  to  going  to  Palestine.  Both  of  the  new 
socities  intend  holding  meetings  with  literary 
and  educational  exercises  along  Jewish  na- 
tional lines,  and  they  purpose  to  aid  in  the 
propaganda  of  Zionism  by  distributing  Zionist 
literature. 


Brojda;  Recording  Secretary;  Myron  B.  Ozer- 
sky;  Financial  Secretary,  Miss  Tiby  Brojda; 
Treasurer,  Louis  Regenstreich. 


YOUNGSTOWN,  OHIO. 
A  mass  meeting,  und^r  the  auspices  of  the 
Degel  Zion  Society,  was  held  Sunday,  October 
13,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  a  Zion 
Society  consisting  of  young  men  and  women. 
Mr.  Myer  Altshuler,  of  that  society,  acted  as 
chairman.  Mr.  Samuel  H.  Silbert,  of  Cleve- 
land, delivered  an  address,  in  which  he 
appealed  to  the  young  men  and  women  to 
organize  a  Zion  Society.  A  society  under  the 
name  of  Sons  and  Daughters  of  Zion  was  or- 
ganized with  twenty-nine  members.  The  fol- 
lowing officers  were  elected :  President,  Joseph 
Altshuler;      Vice-President,      Miss      Theresa 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

At  a  general  meeting  of  the  Young  Austro- 
Hungarian  Zionists,  of  New  York,  which  took 
place  on  Sunday  evening,  October  6,  election 
of  new  officers  took  place.  The  following  new 
officers  were  elected:  Mr.  Simon  Teich,  Presi- 
dent; Miss  B.  Feibush  and  Mr.  Samuel 
Schwartz,  Vice-Presidents;  Mr.  Solomon 
Klotz,  Recording  Secretary;  Mr.  Harry  Stern, 
Financial  Secretary;  Mr.  Simon  Schechter, 
Treasurer;  Messrs.  David  Brenner  and  Louis 
Cupper,  Trustees;  Mr.  Herman  Schwartz, 
Chairman  of  the  National  Fund  Conunitte, 
with  Mr.  Julius  Haber  as  Treasurer. 

A  joint  Literary  meeting  was  held  by  the 
Bnai  Zion  Alliance  of  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  Am- 
erican Zionists,  of  Portsmouth,  Va.,  at  the 
Bnai  ^Israel  Synagogue,  Norfolk,  Va.,  on  Sun- 
day, Oct.  6.  Addresses  were  delivered  by  Mr. 
L.  Paul,  on  Zionism;  Miss  F.  Rosenthal,  on 
The  Women  as  Zionists;  Mr.  A.  Gordon,  of 
the  Hebrew  Free  School,  on  Zionism  and 
Americanism,  and  Leo.  J.  Jaffe,  on  The  Eighth 
Congress.  The  meeting,  which  was  attended 
by  a  large  audience,  was  preliminary  to  the  or- 
ganization of  a  Ladies'  society  in  Norfolk,  Va. 

Nathan  Fishman,  St.  Louis,  Mo. — A  good 
Zionist  play  for  Chanuka,  that  can  easily  be 
played  by  young  people,  "The  Shofar,"  which 
appeared  in  a  recent  issue  of  The  Macca- 
BAEAN.  Copies  of  the  issue  may  be  had  for 
ten  cents  each. 

At  a  meeting  held  Tuesday,  Oct.  8,  of  the 
Daughters  of  Zion  of  Baltimore,  the  following 
officers  were  installed:  President,  Sarah  B. 
Hillman;  Vice-President,  Rose  Buchner;  Re- 
cording Secretary,  Bertha  Horwitz;  Financial 
Secretary,  Ida  Cohen;  Treasurer,  Jennie  Hor- 
witz. 


ROCHESTER,  N.  Y, 
The  Sons  and  Daughters  of  Zion  Society  has 
amalgamated  with  the  Zion  Endeavorers  of 
this  city.  This  action  was  taken  because  of 
the  belief  that  such  a  concentration  of  forces 
would  result  in  greater  activity  for  the  cause. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE   MACCABAEAN. 


225 


CORRESPONDENCE. 
To  the  Editor  of  The  Maccabaean  : 

At  a  meeting  of  our  delegates  to  the  Eighth 
Zionist  Congress,  held  at  The  Hague,  they  de- 
cided and  elected  two  additional  members  to 
the  G.  A.  C,  besides  those  elected  at  our  con- 
vention. Permit  me  to  ask  you  if  the  delegates 
had,  or  have,  the  power  to  do  so,  and  if  so, 
I  would  like  to  see  the  statute  made  known, 
and  in  the  future  at  least,  I  shall  work  against 
the  rule.  I  do  not  think  it  right  that  a  few 
delegates  shall  have  the  power  of  electing 
members  to  the  G.  A.  C.  without  the  consent 
of  the  American  Zionists. 

I,  Maltin, 

Delegate  to  the  Eighth  Congress. 


The  question  Mr.  Maltin  asks  cannot  be  de- 
cided with  any  authority  for  the  reason  that  the 
Zionist  movement  has  no  official  tribunal  where 
questions  of  law  are  settled.    It  has  been  gen- 


erally understood  that  the  Federations,  at  their 
annual  conventions,  had  the  right  to  nominate 
its  own  members  to  be  elected  by  the  Congress 
to  the  Greater  Actions  Comite.  We  have  al- 
ways understood,  also,  that  the  Congress  had 
a  right  to  disregard  the  expressed  wishes  of 
the  Federations  for  good  cause.  But  we  know 
of  no  authority  vested  in  the  delegates  of  any 
group  to  decide  who  shall  be  placed  upon  the 
Greater  Actions  Comite.  The  case  which  is 
brought  into  the  fore  by  Mr.  Maltin  was  one 
where  the  Federation  had  not  nominated  its 
full  quota.  The  American  Federation,  it  seems, 
was  entitled  to  more  than  five  members,'  but 
our  Convention  named  only  five.  It  was  evi- 
dent that  the  Congress,  having  decided  to  give 
America  a  larger  representation,  had  to  consult 
with  the  American  delegates,  in  lieu  of  any 
other  source.  That  the  American  delegates, 
acting  in  an  advisor>'  capacity,  were  within 
their  right,  we  have  no  doubt. 


Intending  purchasers  of  a 


stricdy  first-class  Piano 
should     not    fail    to 


examine  the  merits  of   ^ 


THE    ViTORI^D    RENOV^NED 

SOBMER 

It  is  the  special  favorite  of  the  refined  and  cultured  musical  public  on  account  of  its  unsurpassed 
tone-quality,  unequalled  durability,  elegance  of  design  and  finish.   Catalogue  mailed  on  application. 
Special  Designs  made  to  order  to  conform  with  any  period. 

TH«  SoHm«r«C«cilian  Insi<l«  Pla^rer  Surpasses  All  OtHers 
Favorable  Terms  to  Responsible  Parties 

SOHMER    &    COMPANY 

Wardrooms  Cor.  5th  Avenue,  22d  Street,  NEW  YORK 
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Jewish  G>lonial  Trust 
(Juedische  G>lonial  Bank),  Limited 


Notice  is  hereby  given  that  on  Tuesday,  the 
7th  April,  1908,  a  petition  in  the  matter  of  this 
Company  will  be  heard  before  Mr.  Justice 
Kekewich  in  the  Chancery  Division  of  the 
High  Court  of  Justice  at  the  Royal  Courts  of 
Justice,  Strand,  London,  England. 

The  Petition  asks  for  the  sanction  of  the 
Court  to  a  proposed  alteration  of  the  objects 
of  the  Company  (which  authorize  Colonization 
schemes  "in  Palestine  in  Syria  and  in  any  other 
part  of  the  world")  by  limiting  those  objects 
so  as  to  prevent  the  Company  from  promoting 
Colonization  schemes  elsewhere  than  in  Pales- 
time,  Syria  and  other  parts  of  Turkey,  in  Asia, 
the  Peninsula  of  Sinai,  and  the  Island  of 
Cyprus. 

The  Petition  came  before  the  Court  on  the 
23rd  of  July,  1907.  The  alteration  was  opposed 
by  a  large  number  of  Shareholders  and  his 
Lordship  stated  that  in  his  opinion  the  distant 
Shareholders,  who  were  all  over  the  world, 
should  have  an  opportunity  of  expressing  an 
opinion  on  what  was  a  serious  question  to  the 
Jewish  community  and  therefore  he  directed 
that  there  should  be  an  adjournment  until 
the  first  Tuesday  in  April  next  and  that  in  the 
meantime  advertisements  should  be  issued  in 
the  various  countries  concerned  requesting  the 
assent  or  objection  of  the  Shareholders  to 
the  proposal. 

To  enable  the  Court  to  ascertain  the  wishes 
of  the  members  of  the  Company,  in  regard  to 
this  matter,  each  member  of  the  Company  is 
requested  to  fill  up  and  send  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust  (Juedische  Co- 
lonialbank)  Limited  at  10,  Walbrook,  London, 
England,  one  or  other  of  the  following  forms. 

Those  who  desire  to  restrict  the  Colonization 
schemes  of  the  Company  in  the  manner  pro- 
posed should  sign  the  following  form: — 
FORM  NO.  1. 

I  desire  that  the  power  of  the  Company  to 
promote  Colonization  Schemes,  be  restricted  to 
Palestine,  Syria  and  other  parts  of  Turkey  in 


Asia,  the   Peninsula  of  Sinai  and  the   Island 
of  Cyprus. 

Name  in  full 

Address     

Number  of  Shares 
held  in  the  Jew- 
ish    Colonial 

Trust    (Juedische 

Colonial  bank). 

Limited. 
Certificate  (or  Warrant)  Number 

Signature    

Those  who  desire  that  the  Company  should 
retain  the  power  to  promote  Colonization 
Schemes,  not  only  in  Palestine  and  Syria,  but 
in  any  other  part  of  the  world,  should  sign 
the  following  form: — 

FORM  2. 

I   desire    that   the   Company   should    retain 
its    present   power    to    promote    Colonization 
Schemes  not  only  in  Palestine  and  Syria,  but 
in  any  other  part  of  the  world. 
Name  in  full 

Address   

Nimiber  of  Shares 
held  in  the  Jew- 
ish    Colonial 

Trust    (Juedische 

Colonial  bank), 

Limited. 
Certificate  (or  Warrant)  Number 

Signature    

Every  answer  to  this  Advertisement  must  be 
signed  by  the  member  by  his  own  hand  and 
must  reach  the  Secretary  of  the  Company  not 
later  than  the  2nd  March,  1908. 

By  Order  of  the  Court: 

LEWIS  &  YGLESIAS, 
Solicitors  for  the  Company. 
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4  %  INTEREST 

The  INTEREST  DEPARTMENT  of  the  VAN  NORDEN  TRl^ST  COMPANY  pays 
4  %  Compound  Interest.  A  saving  account  there  }s  the  surest  and  safest  kind  of  Liie  Insurance* 
You  are  never  in  need  if  you  have  an  account  in  The  Interest  Department. 

Any  one  calling  at  the  Interest  Department  will  be  given  one  of  our  little  hooks  '^The 
American  Teacher  »  whidb  teaches  children  how  to  read  English^  and  contains  a  thousand  useful 
facts  which  every  one  should  fmow. 

We  welcome  your  acoount. 

VAN  NORDEN  TRUST  COMPANY 

East  Side  Branch         -         -         -         320  Grand  Street 


Cartnel  Wines  ^d  Cognacs 

arc  produced  in  the  JEWISH  COLONIES  in  PALESTINE  ;  made  and 
manired  in  the  famous  vaults  of  BARON  EDMOND  ROTHSCHILD 
at  RISHON-LE-ZION. 

They  have  already  gained  world-wide  reputation  for 
ABSOLUTE  PUEITY  and  excellent  qualities.  Awarded 
GOLD  MEDALS— highest  awards— at  the  Paris  World 
Exhibition  1906. 

FINE  CLARm^  AND  SAUTERNES         DELICIOUS  COGNACS         CHOICE  SWEET  WINE& 

Sole  American  Agento: 

CARMEL  WINE  COMPANY 

13  &  15  LAIGHT  STREET  NEW  YORK 

n  u  o*  I  354  Grand  Street,  New  York  419  S.  Halsted  Street,  Chicago,  111 

Brancn  btores:  ^  gg  w.  116th  Street,  New  York        649  Broadway,  Brooklyn. 

W.  WissoUky  &  Co., 

IMPORTERS  OF  RUSSIAN  TEA 

AMEBICAN  BRANCH 

1 55   East  Broadway      -  New  York 

General  MmnmQer,  A.  LUDARSKY 


RUSSIAN   TEAS   ARE   THE   BEST   IN   THE   WORLD 


WISSOTZKI'S   TEA   IS    RUSSIA'S   BEST 


MADE  UP  IN  NEAT  QUARTER,  HALF  AND  POUND  PACKAGES. 
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GUARANTEED  UNDER  THE  FOOD 
AND  DRUCiS  A(  T,  TUNE  30tJi,  V.m. 
SERIAL  NUMBKU.   lO'.iM. 

1840 

Mothers! 
Mothers!! 


lit 

Mrs.  Winslow's  Soothing  Syrup 

has  been  usee'  lor  over  SIXTY  YEARS  by  MII^ 
LIONS  of  MOTHP:rS  for  their  CHILDREN 
while  TEETHING,  with  PHRFKCT  SUCCESS. 
It  SOOTHES  the  CHILD,  SOinTENS  the  GUMS. 
ALLAYS  all  PAIN  ;  CURES  WIND  COLIC,  aud 
k  the  best  remedy  for  DIARRHCEA.  Sold  by 
Drugg^sta  in  every  part  of  the  world.  Be  sure 
and  ask  for  "Mrs.  Winslow's  Soothing  Syrup," 
%ki  take  no  other  kind.  Twenty-6  ve  eta.  a  botil» 


1907 


GUARANTEED  UNDER  THE  FOOD 
AND  DRU(;S  ACT,  JUNE  30th,  1U06. 
SERIAL  NUMBER  1098. 


DIXON'S 

GUIDE 

FOR  PENCIL  USERS 


FEW  people  need  to  know  all  about  lead 
pencils,  but  everybody  ought  to  know 
something  about  them. 

DIXON'S  PENCIL  GUIDE 

will  tell  you  all  about  them,  and  will  tell  you 
in  a  most  interesting  and  entertaining  way. 
It  is  sent  free  of  charge. 

There  is  a  Dixon  Pencil  exactly  fitted  for 
the  use  you  want  it,  and  the  Guide  will  tell 
you  the  one. 

If  you  arc  not  familiar  with  Dixon's  Pen- 
cils, mention  MaccaScfan,  and  send  i6  cents 
tor  sample  worth  double  the  money. 

Joseph  Dixon  Crucible  Co. 

JUISEY  CITY.  N.  J. 


MENNENS 


Bo  rated 
Ta  1  c  u  m 


TOILET 


"Aim  Straight" 

,  atlhe  heart  of  nl!  <.<iii'i.>le\twn  Iri'iii.l.  s,    l.-.-  prutfrtlnr  ^be  skin      ,, 
-brlore  it  IS  r<.ui;;liciicii  and  cliappcd  l>v  keen  t4ll  uinds.         fl\, 

'     Nennen'a  Borated  Talcum  Toilet  Powder 

L  |»roli»pU  .-vs  well  av  ln^alii  i    if  used  daily  it  keeps  the  skin 
r  ,uid    viiiunth.       I'<ir  fbappinr   and   rkjifiair   th<frc's 
^  tKjilunjf  tirdt   so  {;i><xi    ,is    Mninin'a,     After  b«lh' 
ioiT  and  after  sli«rlne  it  is  rklit:hT(til. 

I'lit  up    in    n>in-rrfiitiiKli>   hu\fs  -the    "box 

f  (bat  lox" — (or  your   prutcition.      If  MfnBrn'i 

lA<:e   is  on   the     cuver    it  s    r^nnlne    and   a 

f  giinmntee  of  paritr.     GuaranteeiJ  under  the 

and  DruiTS  Act.  June  30th.  1906.    Serial 

ir.4i.       Sold  everywhere,  or  by  mail  ^5 

cents.     Haaiple  Fr***. 

OFRIURD  !Ni;?l*fF?r  CO..  !iewark.  ?r.  1. 
Ziy  Mcnnens  V  inlet  (KorAtedJ  Tjkum 
Toilrt  I'owdcr 
It  has  the  sccat  of  trc&b-cut  Parma  \'ioleti 


JOSEPH  S.  MARCUS 
BANKER 

MARCUS  BUILDING 

Cor.  Delancey  &  Orchard  Sts 


Dcpt.  for  business  accounts,  subject  to  check 
Dept.  for  special  deposits,  drawing  4%  p«r  cent. 

Interest 

Dept.  for  foreii^n  business:  money  orders   «nd 

drafts  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  passage  and 

exchange. 
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Northwostern  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Co. 

OF    MILWAUKEE 


1906     RECORD 

Purely  Mutual,  Orgfanized  1857 

Insurance  in  force  January  1st.  1907      (Paid  for)         $819,252,279  : 
Increase  in  Paid  for  Business  $54,986,092 

(Largest  year  in  the  Gunpany's   History.) 

Assets    January    1st,    1907  $221,101,714 

Increase  in    Assets,  $12,684,641 

Dividends  paid  to  Policy 

Holders  in   1906  $7,366,425 

Increase   in   Dividends   paid  $877,364 

Ratio   of    Expenses    and    Taxes   to    income  1905             $14.00% 

Ratio    of    Expenses   and   Taxes   to   income  1906              $13.63"|o 

Decrease  .37*'lo 

The    average    Expense    Ratio    of     all    Companies     for    1905 
(The    latest    figures     obtamable)    was  21.90°|o 

Death  Losses    1905  <  $7,717,116 

Death  Losses    1906  $7,486,927 

Decrease   m    Death   Losses  $230,189 

FOR  PARTICULARS  ADDRESS 

RUDOLPH  RECHT 

MANAGER 

BROADWAY    BRANCH   AGENCY 

320   Broadway,   New  York,   N.Y. 
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CsUlogue  on  Appi^Jiiton 
Machines  Shipped  for  I  nspectlon 
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%  \  BarcUy  St. '  319  UcArbom  St. 
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Uacd  for  Cutting  CLOTHING.  OVERALL".  UNDERWEAR.  SHIRTS,  WAISTS.  CLOAKS  AND  SUITS 

Jacob  G«rhardt  H  Co.»  377  Broadway 

Gentlemen:— We  desire  to  say  that  the  electric  cutting  machines  which  you  sold  us  ten  years  ago  are  still  giving  us 
%zcellent  satisfaction,  and  the  additional  machines  of  your  improved  type  which  you  recently  sold  us  are  even  superior. 

Yours  truly.  I  Signed]    JeMph  Gerhardt  m  Ce. 


A  H  ERIC  AN     ELECTRIC     CUTTING 

247  WEST  BROADWAT 
T«L  4524  Fraaiaim  MEW  TOIK  U.  S.  A. 
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KNABB^PIANOS 

every  praetleal 
leatnre  tbat  over  sev- 
enty years'  devotl<m  to  ttie 
Knabe  i^lnelple  In  the  making  of 
pianos  has  taught.    **Experlenee  teaehes 
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Abarbanel 

The  Drama  of  a  People 

By  Dr.  Alfred  Nossig 

Authorized  Translation  by  Abram  L/ptky. 


THE  PERSONS  OF  THE  DRAMA. 

King  Ferdinand  of  Spain. 

Queen  Isabella. 

Don  Juan  de  Lucena,  minister. 

Donna  Violante,  his  wife. 

Count  Tendilla,  field-marshal  in  the  Moor- 
ish War. 

Torquemada,  chief  inquisitor. 

Don  Isaac  Arbarbanel^  minister  of  finance, 

Don  Abraham  Senior,  superintendent  of 
tax  collection. 

Zadoc  Aboab,  chief  rabbi. 

SuLAMiT,  his  daughter. 

Don  Emanual  Montalto,  head  of  the  Jew- 
ish community. 

Raphael  Montalto,  his  son. 

Bar  Eusa,  leader  of  the  orthodox. 

Cendor,  Jewish  sculptor. 

AUARO. 

David,  assistant  to  Aboab. 

Four  Other  Sons  of  Montalto. 

Two  Sons  of  Senior. 

Spanish  Dignitaries. 

Spanish  Noblewomen. 

Maranno  Dignitaries. 

Jewish  People. 

Servants. 

Pages. 
The  action  takes  place  in  Spain  in  the  year 

1492. 
Copyriffbt,  1907,  bj  Abnun  Lipeky. 


ACT  I. 
lA  salon  in  the    palace    of    Don  Juan  de 
Lucena,  profusely  decorated.    An  entrance  in 
the  middle  wall;   openings  right  and  left  to 
adjoining  rooms.    In  the  foreground   to   the 
left  an  artificial  grotto  illuminated  by  a  reddish 
glow  and  hung  with  roses;  separated  from  the 
rest  of  the  salon  by  tall  plants.^ 
Scene  I. 
On  the  right,  amid  a  circle  of  Spanish  noble- 
men, Don  Juan  de  Lucena  and  Count  Ten- 
dilla.      On   the   left,   a  small  group   of  dis- 
tinguished Marannos,  Don  Abraham  Senior  in 
their   midst.    In    the    background,   groups   of 
other  guests  and  ladies.  * 

LUCENA 
(grasping  both  Tendilla's  hands)  : 
'Tis  joy  to  greet  the  conqueror  who  broke 
The  Moorish  power.    Sole  masters  in  our  land, 
Now     that     Granada's     fallen,     we    rise    un- 
checked 
To  power  supreme,  our  due,  among  the  na- 
tions. 

TENDILLA 

(zfith  rough  modesty) 
The  Moor's  defeat  is  not  the  only  cause, — 
Look  nearer  for  the  roots  of  our  prosperity. 
Where  shall  you  find  another  royal  pair 
To  match  Castile  and  Arragon? 
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VOICES : 

Aye,  where? 

LUCENA: 
Tis  constantly  in  question,  which  is  greater, 
Is*t  Ferdinand  or  Isabel,  his  queen? 

TENDILLA: 
His  sober  reason  linked  with  her  hot  zeal 
Have  set  us  on  a  height  we  scarce  dared  hope 

for. 
At  every  royal  court  our  game  succeeds, 

LUCENA: 
Our  ships  sail  every  sea. 

TENDILLA: 

Our  inner  peace 

LUCENA: 
Not  that,  dear  Count;  pray,  do  not  speak  of 

that 
For  there  you  agitate  an  open  wound  I 
VOICES: 
Alas,  'tis  true! 

TENDILLA: 

What  do  you  mean? 

LUCENA: 

Is  it  so  hard  to  guess? 
While  you've  been  conquering  the  foe  abroad, 
Here  at  our  doors  unhaltingly  he's  pressed. 
And  grown  more  powerful  and  menacing; 
Ten  years  have  passed.     Spain  when  you  left 

was  Spanish; 
Now  she's  possessed  by  Jews. 
VOICE: 
That's  very  true! 

VOICE: 
A  curse  for  all  our  sins! 

TENDILLA: 
So  while  the  cross  from  Pagan  towers  waves. 
At  home  the  torturers  of  Christ  have  sway! 

LUCENA: 
To  our  everlasting  shame  I    The  royal  seals 
Are  in  their  hands.     The  Jews  are  lords  at 
court. 

VOICES: 
Abarbanel ! 

TENDILLA: 
But,  by  the  fiends,  how  got  they  power  so 
great? 


LUCENA: 
Pah !  They're  Satan's  imps.    A  triple  soul 
Has  nature  granted  each.   He's  financier, 
Physician,  poet    Body,  purse  and  soul 
Are  theirs  to  practice  on.    They  serve  our 

needs 
And  weaknesses;  excel  in  every  field. 
How  shall  the  Spaniard  with  the  Jew  con- 
tend? 
The    one    unskilled    in    trade;    expert,    the 

other? 
This  one  enjoys  his  life,  that  one  hoards. 

TENDILLA : 
Something's  to  be  done— and  soon. 
VOICES: 

'Twcrc  time. 

LUCENA: 


Where  we 
Create  illusions,  they  with  knowledge  deep 
Of  human  folly,  seize  the  victory: 
And  then  most  craftily  they  use  their  power. 
With  words  of  wisdom,  open  purse— which  by 
Their   robbers'   code   is   ne'er   withheld    from 

need- 
They  make  their  service  indispensable. 
And  so  they  rule  through  princes  and  through 

women ! 


VOICES 
(murmuring) : 


Abarbanel  1 


TENDILLA: 
And  you? 

LUCENA: 
Just  gnash  our  teeth! 
TENDILLA: 
Why,  in  the  devil's  name  then,  let  them  all 
To  the  baptismal  font  be  led  I 
LUCENA: 

'Twere   vain! 
That  holy  act  brings  within  our  gates 
The  subtle  foe,  as  did  the  horse  at  Troy, 
Behold  the  Sanchez,  Caballeria, 
Gonzalez ! 

(With  a  side-glance  at  the  Marannos): 
Confident  Marannos,  strong, 
And   guarding   secretly   their   stubborn    faith! 
And  when  they  change,  the  plague  begins  to 
spread  I 
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Then    marriage    mingles    them    with    Spain's 

grandees ! 
The  flower  of  our  stock  is  Judaized, 
The  tender  sprouts  of  our  nobility 
Encrusted  o'er  with  scaly  leprosy. 
Does  not  Palona's  blood  flow  in  the  veins 
Of  Ferdinand?     Who  is   his  brother's  wife? 
Estanza,  daughter  of  a  Jew.    Who  knows 
To-day  a  Christian  dignitary  from 
A  lending  Jew?    Or  whether  Torquemada, 
Safe  at  home,  turn  not  to  Hebrew  prayers? 
Our  world  is  Judaized,  and,  firmly  lodged. 
The  thorn  sits  rankling  deep  within  our  sides. 
Water,  you  know,  won't  do  it;  blood  is  all. 
TENDILLA: 
Then  slaughter  them — 

VOICES: 
Abarbanel  protects  them! 

LUCENA: 
Yes,  he!     That  word,  Tendilla,  sums  it  up: 
Abarbanel!    He  stands  there  in  his  pride 
The   bulwark   of   his   people,   their   tower   of 

strength. 
The  king's  unmuzzled  favorite,  the  court's, 
The  ladies'  idol,  fawned  upon  and  flattered. 
In  your  sole  honor.  Count,  I  give  this  feast, 
But  let  Abarbanel  appear,  and  lo. 
It's  all  for  him,  he  straight  becomes  the  hero. 
Their  majesties,   should   they  come  in 

VOICES: 

Outrageous ! 

TENDILLA: 
Great  Caesar!    But  your  wife,  Lucena,  how's 

that? 

I  hear  her  called  the  "Death  of  Ministers'* ! 

LUCENA: 

That's  it!   If   Madame  Violante  only   would! 

She,  Isabella's  friend!    What  could  she  not? 

'Tis  strange,  her  weakness  for  the  creeping 

parasites ! 
See  how  she  calls  the  vermin  to  my  house, 
Compels  me  to  disgusting  simulation 
Of  joy  that's  very  far  from  me,  be  sure 
Closing    my    mouth    with    "guest-right"    due 

from  host. 
But  this  compulsion  soon  shall  have  an  end. 
We're   looking  for   the   means,   and  now   the 

Moors 
Are  settled  with,  their  scurvy  heirs  shall  go! 


VOICES  OF  THE  GUESTS 
(near  the  entrance)  : 
Abarbanel ! 

Scene  II. 
The  foregoing.    Abarbanel. 
I  Abarbanel  enters  through  the  middle  door 
which  is  opened  for  him  by  lackeys.      He  is 
about  forty  years  of  age  and  has  the  proud  up* 
right  bearing  of  the  Spanish  nobleman.     His 
black,  double-pointed  beard  alone  gives  him  a 
Jewish  appearance.      The  guests  in  his  vicin^ 
ity  salute  him   respectfully.    Senior  and   the 
group    of  Marannos   approach   with   friendly 
smiles,     Lucena,  also,  hurries  up  to  him.l 
LUCENA: 

You're  welcome,  friend! 
VOICES: 
How  do  you  do,  Don  Isaac?    How  do  you 
do! 

ABARBANEL: 
(shaking  hands  and  saluting,  somewhat  ironi^ 
catty)  : 
Such  festal  doings !    Such  a  celebration ! 

LUCENA: 
Tendilla  has  deserved  it. 

ABARBANEL: 

Certainly ! 
And,  therefore,  lead  me  to  the  general ! 
LUCENA 
(escorts  Abarbanel  to  Tendilla)  :  I 

Don  Isaac 

ABARBANEL: 
To  the  victor,  homage  pays! 
TENDILLA: 
You're  very  kind! 

(The  group  surrounding  Senior  now  unites 
with  that  round  Tendilla.) 

ABARBANEL: 

The  victory  was  splendid ! 
The  booty  without  doubt  considerable  ? 
TENDILLA: 

H'm,  yes. 
Of  Jewish  slaves  some  thirty  thousand 
Who  now  are   being  sold. 

ABARBANEL: 

You  err,  dear  Count! 

TENDILLA: 
That  is  to  say? 
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ABARBANEL: 

They're  free  as  you  and  I. 
TENDILLA: 
How's  that? 

ABARBANEL: 
I  ransomed  them  and  let  them  go ! 

Scene   III. 
.    The    foregoing,    Donna     Violante,    Ladies 
Pages. 

(Music  is  heard  issuing  from  the  room  on 
the  left.  A  procession  headed  and  closed  by 
pages  enters.  In  the  middle  Donna  Violante, 
who  along  with  other  ladies  at  her  side,  bear 
emblems  of  the  arts  of  peace.  The  pages 
place  three  low  pedestals  across  the  middle  of 
the  stage,  upon  which  three  of  the  ladies 
mount — Donna  Violante  in  the  center.) 
LUCENA 

(briaking  in  suddenly) . 
Tendilla,  it's  for  you! 

TENDILLA : 
A  tribute !    If  it  turn  out  like  the  other ! 

DONNA   VIOLANTE: 
Hail,  Granada's  conqueror, 
Victor  in  a  glorious  war. 
Hail!  our  Holy  faith's  protector, 
Of  her  foes,  ordained  corrector. 
Spaniards  all,  your  voices  raise 
Chanting  loud,  Tendilla's  praise. 
Peaceful  heritage  of  war. 
Greets  the  God-sent  conqueror. 
What  the  soldier's  sword  protects 
(Turning  to  Abarbanel)  : 
The  statesman's  head  directs. 

(In    chorus   with    the   other   ladies) : 
Spaniards  all,  your  voices  raise, 
Chanting  loud  Tendilla's  praise. 
TENDILLA: 
Such  praises   make   a   person   hot! — Thanks! 

thanks ! 
A  pageant,  do  you  say,  of  peaceful  arts? 
Thunder!     (claps  his  hand  to  his  mouth.) 
I  beg  your  pardon!    Dangerous! 
(pointing  to  the  ladies)  : 
More  so  than  all  the  armies  of  the  Moors! 
Now    what    may    these    entrancing    arts    be 
called? 

D.  VIOLANTE: 
You  have  to  guess  our  names  and  mean- 


ings. Count 

TENDILLA: 
Bah,  break  my  head!    'Tis  useless;  nothing 
comes ! 

D.  VIOLANTE: 

And  you,  Don  Isaac?    Do  you  fathom  us? 

ABARBANEL: 

(surveying  the  ladies  with  a  smile)  : 

The  arts  of  peace,  pursued  by  womankind? 

Let's  see  (to  the  lady  at  the  left  representing 

agriculture  who  carries  a  sheaf  of  corn  and  a 

sickle) 

This  sheaf,  our  neighbor's  good  repute 
You  with  your   scythe  cut  down:   I  call  you 
gossip. 

(Laughter.) 
D.  VIOLANTE: 
Don  Isaac!    Oh! 

ABARBANEL: 

(to  the  lady  at  the  right  who,  representing 

labor,  holds  a  hammer  and  a  ring)  : 

This   hammer,   beauteous    smith, 
'Tis  plain,  is  used  to  fashion  marriage  rings. 
That  art  I  see  which  withered  hearts  unites. 
(Laughter.) 

D.  VIOLANTE: 
Gallant  indeed!    And  pray,  what  fault  am  I? 
ABARBANEL: 
(to  D.  Violante,  who  represents  manufacture)  : 
These  splendid  woven  stuffs  by  you  caressed 
Proclaim  it  loudlj',  Love  of  Finery. 

VOICES : 
Heavens!  how  insulting! 

D.  VIOLANTE 
(descending  from  her  pedestal  and  with  the 
other  ladies  handing  over  her  emblems  to 
the  pages)  : 

For  this  reckless  speech, 
Atonement  shall  be  made!     Here  in  this  cool 
And  lonely  grotto  while  gaiety  reigns  without 
In  bitter  penitence  must  you  abide. 
ABARBANEL: 
In  exile? 

D.  VIOLANTE: 

Shared  b^  me  to  sweeten  it! 
ABARBANEL: 
O,  then  the  penitent  becomes  a  god! 
(At  a  sign  from  D.  Violante  the  music  of 
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a  slow  Spanish  dance  (the  Sarahande)  begins 
in  the  adjoining  room.  The  guests  withdraw 
to  the  left,  the  pages  taking  the  pedestals  with 
them.) 

Scene  IV. 

DONNA   VIOLA NTE.    ABARBANEL, 
(Muffled  music  in  the  adjoining  room  dur- 
ing this  whole  scene,) 

D.  VIOLANTE 
(pouting,  entering  the  grotto  with  Abarbanel)  : 
Why  is't  you're  always  finding  fault   with 
me? 

ABARBANEL: 
By  heaven,  lady,  I  had  no  thought  to  hurl 
'  f  you. 

D.  VIOLANTE: 
One  never  can  be  sure ;  you  laugh  so  oddly— 
ABARBANEL: 
You   know  the  way  of  diplomats,  I   trust,— 
To  speak  the  opposite  of  what  they  mean  I 

(They  seat  themselves  in  the  grotto,  on 
rocks.  Donna  Violante  a  Utile  lower  than 
Abarbanel.) 

D.  VIOLANTE: 
You  spoke — You  are   not  then   displeased 
with  me? 

ABARBANEL: 
I  know  a  bank  by  cooling  waters  laved, 
That  from  afar  in  magic  sunlight  gleam, 
And  though  we  mortals  long  for  it  have  raved 
None  dares  to  venture  through  the  charmed 
stream. 

D.  VIOLANTE 
(bending  towards  Abarbanel  seductively); 
Who  knows? 
Perhaps  'twill  come,  the  wished-for  day; 
But  think  you  that  you  know  those  waters,  say. 
Do  they  delight  you?    Answer  me  aright^- 
Have  I — have  they  found  favor  in  your  sight? 

ABARBANEL: 
I  see  it  rolling  through  a  flowery  mead 
In  heavenly  stillness;  yet  though  its  beauties 
caU 
Unto   my   soul,    that    fain    would    give    them 
heed. 
Wild  rapids  far  below  I  spy, 
A  foaming  whirlpool  meets  my  eye; 
I  hear  the  thunder  of  a  waterfall. 


D.  VIOLANTE 
(lea  mng  back,  hard)  : 
In  short,  Don  Isaac ? 

ABARBANEL: 

Placid  as  it  seems 
I  dread  the  perils  'neath  its  sunny  gleams. 

D.  VIOLANTE: 
(again  bending  forward)  : 
Perilous?    Aye,  you  shall  find  it  so. 
I  know  a  mighty  citadel  whose  base 
The  hungry  waters  gnaw. 
Though  free  from  weakening  flaw 
It  shall  be  shaken  from  its  lofty  place. 
To-day  its  haughty  head  must  needs  bow  low. 

ABARBANEL: 
You  reached  that  goal,  my  lady,  long  ago. 

D.  VIOLANTE 
(offering  her  mouth)  : 
Then  kiss  me,  loyal  vassal,  on  the  lips. 

ABARBANEL: 
From  proper  bounds   this  game,   I   fear  me, 
slips! 

(kissing  her  hand)  : 
Thus,  rather,  should  my  loyalty  be  seen. 
D.  VIOLANTE 
(starting)  : 
Ah!    How  modest!    And  ytt  you  kissed  the 
queen!     (Begins  angrily  to  tear  a  rose 
which  she  had  worn  at  her  bosom,  to  pieces,) 
ABARBANEL: 
A  kiss  of  ceremony,  fore  all  the  world! 

D.  VIOLANTE: 
Which   she   from  her   with   loathing  would 
have  hurled! 

ABARBANEL 
(smiling)  : 
Too  bad! 

D.  VIOLANTE: 
It  galls  her  even  to-day. 
ABARBANEL: 
And  why  such  wild  dismay ! 
Is't  so? 

D.  VIOLANTE 
(suddenly  showering  the  torn  rose-leaves  upon 
Abarbanel)  : 
Ah  1  were  I  like  that  cold  coquette ! 
Don  Isaac 
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(seizes    his    hands    impetuously) 

Scorn  my  folly  but  listen  yet 
This  fight  must  cease;  my  feelings  will  have 

way. 
I  would  have  speech  with  you  again  to-day. 
The  garden-arbor!    There  you'll   learn  your 

part! 
Soon  as  their  royal  highnesses  have  gone! 
(takes  out  a  silver  key  which   hung  at  her 

bosom,  suspended  from  a  chain) 
Here,  take  this  key;  'tis  hot;  warmed  at  my 
heart! 

ABARBANEL 
(weighs  the  key  thoughtfully  in  his  hand) : 
Many  a  king  for  this  would  sell  his  crown 
But  listen,  lady,  to  my  inmost  thought. 
Lest  in  forbidden  happiness  we  drown. 
YouVe  led  me  irresistibly;  I  sought 
Your  joyful  presence  unreflectingly. 
A  dream !  I  wake !    I  went  too  far,  I  see. 
D.  VIOLANTE: 
O,  dream  a  little  longer  yet  to-day. 
ABARBANEL: 
(r electing  himself)  : 
I  cannot,  *tis  not  granted  me  to  drain 
The  ecstatic  cup  without  reflective  pain. 
Thought  intervenes,  and  memories  forbid. 
Though  virtue's  crown  I  may  not  reach,  there 

lurks 
In    our    blood    the   ban    against    the    lure    of 

beauty. 
You  call  it  pleasure, — love  with   us   is  duty. 
D.  VIOLANTE: 
Be  still! 

Wake  not  that  foreign  thing,  all  joy  'twould 
kill. 

ABARBANEL: 
Have  you  reflected  on  your  husband's  shame 
His  pain,  when  he  should  learn  he'd  been  be- 
trayed ? 

D.  VIOLANTE: 
Betrayal!    shame!    such    things    you'd    never 

name, 
If  rightly  you  but  loved  me.    What!    Afraid? 
The  queen  annuls  my  marriage;  you  a  Chris- 
tian  

ABARBANEL: 
No,  never! 

D.  VIOLANTE: 
I  your  wife 


ABARBANEL: 

Impossible ! 

D.  VIOLANTE: 
Consider  well,  Don  Isaac,  this  is  certain. 
Many  a  pang  else  tmavoidable 
Shall  by  your  power  from  Israel's  heart  be 

turned 

For  I  am  Isabella !— that  you've  learned. 

ABARBANEL: 

You  are,  I  know.  But  what  you  deem  atone- 
ment 

For  this  misdeed,  I  count  but  added  sin. 

I  cannot  join  the  church, — that's  no  condonc- 
ment — 

Nor  marry  you.  What's  left?  A  hell  with- 
in!   

Qandestine  love,  accursed  of  God  and  man. 

Sad  joy,  in  inextinguishable  fire 

Burning,  that  since  our  mortal  race  began. 

Has  wrapped  in  its  consuming  blaze,  God's  ire. 

Brain  stricken  lovers,  parting  while  imiting. 

A  saner  and  a  firmer  bond  inviting. 

I  place  this  key  as  pledge  of  honest  friend- 
ship, 

Back  in  my  lady's  hand.    Ne'er  let  it  slipl 

D.  VIOLANTE 

(who  has  been  listening  in  amasement  to 
AbarbaneVs  last  words,  speaks  painfully  and 
spasmodically  at  first,  then  on  a  swelling 
flood  of  passion)  : 

Coward!    Wretch!    What  has  possessed  yott? 

What  Violante  oflFered,  you  reject? 

Oh!  Fool!   Miserable  and  abject! 

Deceit  and  treachery !   Oh !   What  to  do ! 

ABARBANEL: 
Permit  me! 

D.  VIOLANTE: 
My  husband's  feelings!     Ha,  ha!    His  sword 

you  fear! 
*Tis   that   which    gives    your    coward    spirit 

pause ! 
You've  calculated  to  a  hair  how  dear 
The  cost.     Ah,  me!  those  rigid  moral  laws! 
What  was  I  worth  to  you?     The  queen  you 

sought  1 
Aye,  her,  through  me!     Too  high  the  price 

you  thought. 
O,  business!    So  you  wouldn't  close  the  deal! 
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ABARBANEL: 
(folds  his  arms   resignedly)  : 
The  waterfall! 

D.  VIOLANTE: 
Fool  that  I  was  I   Too  late,  too  late,  I  feel  I 
I  had  been  warned  'gainst  ^ou  and  all  your 

tribe. 
I  know  too  well  the  legend  of  your  virtue ! 
*Twas  you  that  stirred  the  fire,  to  me  ascribed, 
Refusal !    Never  say  that  I  pursued  you  I 

ABARBANEL: 
Your  pardon ! 

D.  VIOLANTE: 

My  honor  from  your  insults  shall  be  saved! 

You  haven't  fancied,  love  from  you  I  craved? 

ABARBANEL: 

One  word ! 

D.  VIOLANTE: 
I  who  can  scarce  avoid  your  homage  vile? 
You've  lost  all  charm  for  me,  and  understand, 
Her  vengeance  shall  be  swift, — aye,  quake  the 

while ! — 
Whose  sum  of  being  lay  within  your  hand. 

ABARBANEL: 
(smiling  resignedly) : 
Senora ! 

D.  VIOLANTE 
(threatening   with    her    Unger    as   she    with- 
draws)  : 
Your  evil  star,  to-day,  has  held  command! 
(During  Violante's  words,  the  music  in  the 
adjoining  room  has  ceased.    The  guests  begin 
to  appear  at  the  threshold  as  she  concludes. 
They  now  step  out  on  the  stage.) 

Scene  V. 
The  foregoing,  Lucena,  Tendilla,  Senior  and 
the  rest  of  the  guests. 

(First  appear  Tendilla's  and  Lucena's  ad' 
herents,   then   they   themselves.       A    moment 
later  Senior  and  his  friends.   Donna  Violante 
approaches  Lucena  and    Tendilla.    Aharhanel 
joins   Senior's   group    and    engages   in   quiet 
conversation  in  the  right  adjoining  room.) 
D.  VIOLANTE 
(to  Tendilla)  : 
Have  you  enjoyed  the  dance? 

TENDILLA : 
The  perfume,  ladies,  music! 


Fact  is,  'twas  very  beautiful;  the  gem 
Howe'er  was  missing. 

D.  VIOLANTE: 

Who? 
TENDILLA: 

Senora,  you ! 
Stolen  by  one  that  knows  a  treasure  welL 

LUCENA: 
They're  whispering  of  politics,  sub  rosa — 
As  if  this  man  were  pole-star  of  our  realm. 

TENDILLA: 
Your  ward,  is't  not,  Donna  Violante? 

D.  VIOLANTE: 
You're  very  much  mistaken. 
LUCENA: 

What's  that  I  hear? 
D.  VIOLANTE: 
The  man  deceived  me  cunningly,  I  grant 

TENDILLA: 
Ha,  ha! 

D.  VIOLANTE: 
The  insolence   of  yonder  Jews  needs  check- 
ing! 
He  like  the  rest  of  them ;  all  of  one  mould ! 
LUCENA: 
I  warned  you! 

D.  VIOLANTE: 

He  must  fall! 

LUCENA: 

Had  we  the  means! 
He  can't  be  caught;  he's  slippery  as  an  eel! 

TENDILLA: 
rU   catch  him!    Tell   him   what  I   think;   he 

strikes ; 
I  spit  him  on  my  sword ! 

D.  VIOLANTE: 
He  merits  it! 
LUCENA: 
That  way's   too   simple,   will  lack   the   king's 

consent. 
The  king  has  need  of  him;  still  doubts;  but 
skill 

TENDILLA: 
O,  hang  it  all !    Intrigues ! 
Perhaps  I  know  of  something  that  will   salt 
his  soup! 

D.  VIOLANTE: 
Speak  out! 
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LUCENA: 

What  is't? 

TENDILLA: 

It  was  in  camp  before  the  fortress  fell, 

Granada's  might  had  six  months  ^et  to  live 

As  he  was  slinking  through  our  lines,  a  man* 

seized  by  the  guards, 

LUCENA: 
A  Jew! 

D.  VIOLANTE: 

Of  course! 
TENDILLA: 
They  searched  the  captive,  and  found— 
D.  VIOLANTE: 

Found  what? 
TENDILLA: 
A  scroll  in  Hebrew  script;  'twas  sealed— 
LUCENA: 

To  whom? 
TENDILLA: 
To  Ibn  Hamon!    Boabdil's  trusted  leech. 
LUCENA: 
Jew  again! 

D.  VIOLANTE: 
Who  wrote  it? 
TENDILLA: 

He !    Abarbanel ! 

LUCENA: 
(triumphantly)  : 
Abarbanel  ? 

D.  VIOLANTE: 
Impossible ! 

LUCENA: 
Are  we  the  first  you've  told? 

D.  VIOLANTE: 
Read  you  the  writing? 

TENDILLA: 
No.    Our  soldiers'  talents  run  not  to  knowl- 
edge of  the  Hebrew  tongue. 

D.  VIOLANTE: 
You  have  it  here? 

TENDILLA: 
Not  that ! 

LUCENA: 
The  spy? 


D.  VIOLANTE: 

Was  hanged? 
TENDILLA: 


No,  no! 


LUCENA: 
What   then? 
TENDILLA: 

I  let  him  run! 
D.  VIOLANTE: 

With  it? 
TENDILLA: 
Of  course! 

LUCENA: 

Why,  what  came  over  you? 
D.  VIOLANTE: 

How  could  you? 
TENDILLA: 

The  king 
Had  put  his  seal  upon  that  scroll.    Twas  there. 
The  captive  spy  swore  solemnly  that  he 
On  business  of  the  king  was  bent,  despatched 
By  Ferdinand's  chief  minister. 
LUCENA: 

'Twas  treason! 
D.  VIOLANTE: 
And  if  he  was  not  false  he  might  have  been. 

LUCENA: 
Annihilated ! 

TENDILLA: 

How  will  you  get  the  proof? 
D.  VIOLANTE: 
We   need   no   proof.     You    stand   by   what 
you've  said? 
TENDILLA: 
Upon  m^  oath ! 

D.  VIOLANTE: 

Then  is  he  swept  away! 
LUCENA: 

To-day. 
D.  VIOLANTE: 
At  once! 

TENDILLA : 

But  how  will  you? 

D.  VIOLANTE: 

Come!   You'll  see! 
(They  go  off  by  the  left  door;  a  portion  of 
the  "guests  follows  them.) 

(To  be  continued,) 
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Making  Jewish  History'' 

A  Strenuous  Life  is  the  Jewish  Recorder's 

By  Bernard  G.  Richards,  Author  of  "  The  Discourses  of  Keidansky 


"Well,"  said  Keidansky,  opening  the  first 
discussion  since  the  Rosh  Hashanah,  "the  old 
year  is  gone,  it  has  already  been  reviewed  and 
is  as  dead  as  a  door-nail,  and  now  we  can 
get  to  work  again." 

"What  doing?"  asked  Mr.  Zweifel. 

"Why,  picking  ourselves  together,"  came  the 
answer  from  the  speaker  of  this  and  ever^ 
other  occasion.  "Picking  up  the  little  things, 
which  make  up  the  summaries  of  our  years, 
which  make  our  history.  We  must  begin 
to  gather  up  and  collect  from  all  the  ends 
of  the  earth  those  little  incidents  and  acci- 
dents, which  make  up  a  record  of  that  which 
is  called  Jewish  life.  We  must  seek  out 
and  pick  ourselves  together  again,  so  that 
there  be  some  tangible  and  visible  proof  of 
our  existence,  so  that  there  be,  at  least,  some 
material  which  could  be  put  into  the  review 
of  another  year.  As  far  as  the  making  of 
the  history  itself  is  concerned,  we  need  not 
trouble  about  that.  That  has  long  since  been 
taken  out  of  our  hands.  There  are  others 
who  are  taking  care  of  that  Jewish  history 
is  no  longer  made  by  Jews — in  the  old-fash- 
ioned way  of  other  peoples.  We  sometimes 
write  our  history  and  that  is  about  all.  Jew- 
ish history  is  a  matter  of  foreign  manufacture, 
it  is  always  made  by  other  than  our  own  peo- 
ple. 

"It  is  made  by  the  Russian  Government, 
the  Black  Hundreds  and  its  other  auxiliaries, 
it  is  made  by  the  Government  of  Roumania 
and  the  noble  children  of  the  soil  and  the  na- 
tives of  the  cities  in  that  country;  it  is  made 
in  Germany  and  in  Austria  by  our  friends, 
the  anti-Semites,  and  the  French  also  take 
a  hand  in  the  work.  It  is  made  in  Persia 
and  Morocco  without  any  conscious  anti- 
Semitism  or  any  of  the  other  benefits  of 
civilization.  It  is  made  by  all  kinds  of  peo- 
ples in  all  kinds  of  lands,  all  of  whom  are 
strongly    alike    and    yet    strongly    unattached 

From  the  American  Hebrew. 


to  the  Jews.  In  England  and  America  there 
are  the  restrictionists  of  immigration  and  in 
other  lands  there  are  other  patriots  and  lovers 
of  humanity.  Anyway,  our  history  is  ready- 
made  and  prepared  for  us  by  people  who 
know  their  business.  We  ourselves  need  not 
trouble  about  it.  All  we  have  to  do  is  to 
supply  a  few  details  here  and  there,  gather 
ourselves  together  and  then  review  the  situa- 
tion. 

"It  all  comes  in  little  bits  and  scraps  and 
our  life  is  spun  out  of  infinitesimal  odds  and 
ends,  but  we  have  become  good  gatherers  and 
we  pick  up  everything  that  is  of  ourself  and 
much  that  isn't.  We  arc  the  historic  rag- 
pickers of  the  world.  From  land  to  land 
and  from  clime  to  clime  do  we  travel  in  quest 
of  those  things  which  we  might  call  our 
own.  Like  Estherka,  in  the  strange  legend 
of  the  Jewish  Queen  of  Poland,  like  Estherka 
in  MoshiacWs  Zeiten,  who  wanders  about  in 
quest  of  her  eyes,  who  cannot  come  before 
God*s  judgment  until  she  has  found  her  eyes, 
which  had  been  taken  out  by  her  Christian 
lover — like  her  we  wander  from  place  to 
place  in  search  of  that  which  belongs  to  our 
existence.  The  only  difference  being  that  in 
Estherka  a  poet  touches  the  tragric,  and  in 
our  general  search  for  the  odds  and  ends  of 
our  Jewishness  there  is  much  that  is  ridicu- 
lous. But  then  the  puzzle  of  our  existence 
is  as  to  where  the  farce  ends  and  the  tragedy 
begins.  We  are  good  clowns,  and  like  all 
clowns,  good  travelers.  What  excellent  trav- 
elers we  have  become !  Necessity  is  the  moth- 
er of  immigration.  We  have  to  keep  on  going. 
We  can  have  everything  in  sight  provided  we 
ourselves  are  out  of  sight.  The  world  is  ours 
providing  we  keep  on  moving  and  step  lively. 

"It  is  written  that  God  presents  every 
Zaddick,  every  saintly  Jew  with  310  worlds. 
Three  hundred  and  ten  worlds  V  says  a  batlan, 
discussing  the  matter  with  another  Yeshibah 
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bachur,  'What  can  one  do  with  so  many 
worlds?  Is  it  not  enough  to  have  a  whole 
street  or  a  whole  city  to  oneself?*  'You  db 
not  understand/  says  the  other  batlan.  The 
great  gift  of  so  many  worlds  is  intended  as 
a  provision  against  expulsion  and  forced  im-« 
migration;  so  that  if  they  drive  the  Zaddick 
from  one  world  he  can  go  to  another  and  to 
still  another,  etc.,  until  all  his  days  be  spent 
in  his  own  worlds/ 

"We  have  become  great  travelers,  and  roam- 
ing from  one  place  to  the  other  we  lose  things 
and  after  awhile  we  begin  to  gather  up  those 
things  of  which  we  have  been  deprived.  'Seek 
and  thou  wilt  find/  but  not  necessarily  the 
things  that  you  are  seeking.  Great  are  the 
discoveries  we  make  as  we  pick  ourselves  to- 
gether and  equally  great  the  gains  which  we 
thus  win  for  Judaism  or  for  Jewry.  A  few 
years  more  of  such  gains  and  we  are  lost 
But  it  is  wonderfully  interesting,  this  process 
of  collecting  our  Jewishness,  and  very  ex- 
citing, too.     How  is  it  done? 

"A  number  of  eminent  men  have  been  ap- 
pointed to  high  offices,  let  us  say,  in  Germany. 
One  of  them  is  a  Jew.  We  pick  him  out  and 
there  is  great  rejoicing.  Jewish  talent  recog- 
nized at  last!  That  his  father's  father  had 
already  become  an  apostate  is  only  an  after- 
thought and  the  summaries  of  our  years  are 
not  made  up  either  of  thoughts  or  after- 
thoughts. They  are  made  up  of  facts.  A 
rich  man,  while  dying  at  Milan,  is  heard  to 
utter  something  which  sounds  like  a  Hebrew 
word.  No  one  knows  exactly  what  it  was,  it 
might  only  have  been  an  ordinary  curse  in 
his  native  tongue.  But  his  name  is  Danini 
and  we  conclude  that  once  upon  a  time  it  was 
David.  We  record  the  death  of  a  great 
Jew.  A  composer  passes  away  in  England 
and  we  discover  that  there  was  a  bit  of 
Jewish  blood  somewhere  in  his  make-up.  An- 
other gain  for  Jewry.  A  play  is  produced 
at  Dresden  with  a  Jewish  character  in  it 
and  a  Mogen  David  is  exhibited  in  a  museum 
in  Holland.  A  lawyer  at  a  great  murder  trial 
makes  a  quotation  from  the  Bible.  A  book 
is  published  at  Stutgart  by  a  writer  whose 
Christian  name  is  Jewish.  During  certain 
excavations  made  at  Lisbon  a  skull  is  found, 
but  it  is  minus  its  nasal  organ.    The  size  of 


the  forehead,  however,  shows  it  must  have 
been  a  Jewish  nose.  One  more  gain  for 
Jewry  is  recorded.  It  is  found  that  a  notorious 
Jew-baiter  is  of  Jewish  origin.  A  meshumed 
in  Russia  says  something  in  defense  of  the 
Israelites.  A  priest  in  Bulgaria  praises  the 
Jews.  A  noted  Jewess  marries  a  gentle  goy, 
who  is  so  tolerant  as  to  permit  her  to  accept 
his  religion.  A  military  man  in  France  gets 
into  trouble  and  we  discover  again  that  where 
there  is  trouble  there  is  a  Jew.  Judaism  is 
discussed  by  Christian  ministers,  and,  of 
course,  found  wanting.  A  famous  actor  con- 
fesses again  his  Jewish  origin  and  renews 
his  adherence  to  the  Catholic  religion. 

"Thus  there  is  always  some  Jew  or  some- 
thing Jewish  passing  away.  We  count  our 
gains  by  the  thousands.  It  is  always  some- 
thing that  was  and  something  that  has  beea 
It's  a  wonderful  record.  So  many  killed  in 
pogroms,  so  many  killed  by  Christian  recog- 
nition and  general  promotion,  so  many  gone 
to  countries  where  they  will  surely  lose  their 
Jewishness.  With  these  and  with  the  other 
little  things  which  we  pick  together  from  the 
world's  happenings  we  make  a  fine  showing. 

"Such  is  our  Jewish  life,  of  such  is  the 
record  of  our  years.  To  my  mind  it  is  in 
reality  more  death  than  Hfe.  It  is  at  any 
rate  only  an  opinion  to  the  effect  that  we  are 
alive.  And  I  don't  know  how  good  our  opin- 
ion is.  It  isn't  as  good  as  the  chaxan's  who 
argued  his  merits  ^ith  his  congregation.  'You 
say  that  I  do  not  conduct  your  services  to 
your  liking,  but  you  will  admit,  will  you  not, 
that  I  am  a  good  judge  of  a  cantor.' 

"'Yes,  we  admit  that  you  are  a  mavin' 

"  'Well,  then,  if  I  am  a  good  judge/  said  the 
chazan  triumphantly,  'then  I  tell  you  that  I 
am  a  good  chazan  and  conduct  the  services 
excellently.' 

"I  am  afraid  that  our  own  opinion  is  not 
sufficient  in  this  matter.  We  may  think  we 
are  alive,  but  we  may  be  prejudiced  in  our 
favor.  What  do  others  think?  Are  the  re- 
sults of  what  we  pick  together  of  our  existence 
very  impressive?" 

"But  what  can  we  do?"  asked  Mr.  Zweifel, 
"and  what  if  we  will  stop  picking?" 

"Then  we  may  begin  kicking,"  said  Kei- 
dansky,  "and  kicking  is  a  real  sign  of  life." 
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Shulamith 


From  the  Yiddish  of  Morris  Rosenf  eld 

Translated  by  Morris  Rothenberg 


In  a  green  and  grassy  meadow, 
Near  a  streamlet  clear  as  silver, 
Ornamented,  dense  with  palm-trees — 
Bathing  'neath  the  golden  sun — 

Sits  the  Orient's  sweetest  daughter — 
In  the  monarch's  proud  dominion — 
Sits  the  shepherdess  Shulamith, 
Near  her  lovely,  bleating  sheep. 

Barely  opened  has  the  morning 
His  enchanting,  golden  eyelids, 
In  the  pastures  dew-besprinkled, 
He  18  greeted  by  her  glance. 

And  the  new-awakened  heaven, 
Soon  ignites  with  flaring  fire 
From  her  beauty,  and  with  passion. 
Now,  the  day  grows  red  and  warm. 

In  the  youthful,  blooming  forest. 
Rises  suddenly  a  lover. 
And  demands  through  thousand  songsters 
If  more  beautiful  there  be. 

And  the  vast  and  golden  Orient 
Answers,  "No."     And  the  lofty. 
Stately  palm  trees  answer,  "No." 
Thousand  echoes  answer,  "No." 

Like  a  vision  is  her  presence; 
None  there  is  to  paint  her  glory; 
Not  the  fancy  of  the  poet. 
Nor  the  glamour  of  his  art. 

Locks  of  hair  like  twining  sunbeams. 
Curl  about  her  alabaster? 
White  and  smoothly  chiseled  shoulders. 
Beautiful  and  crystal  clear. 

Like  a  stately  palm  her  figure ; 
Dipped  profusely  in  a  whiteness. 


Is  her  plastic,  curving,  bending. 
Velvet-smooth  and  swanlike  neck. 

Eyes  like  ebony  that  dazzle, 
Gleam  above  her  cheeks  of  coral, 
And  her  lips  like  tinted  roses. 
Fresh  and  sweet  as  budding  May. 

In  her  mien  is  life  enthralling — 
Rests  the  joy  of  endless  worlds; 
In  her  glance  a  godly  fire 
Speaks  of  Heaven's  wild  delight. 

And  the  Orient's  mighty  sov'reign — 
Wisest  head  that  e'er  was  laureled — 
Kneels  unto  Shulamith's  feet,  there. 
Heavy-hearted  and  dismayed. 

For  the  monarch  had  heard  often 
Of  the  wondrous-beautied  maiden; 
And  he  sees  her,  and  he  loves  her. 
And  he  trembles  as  he  says: 

"All  the  flowers  of  the  Sharon, 
All  the  olives  of  the  Zeissim, 
All  the  cedars  of  Lebanon — 
Carmel.  Hermon — all  are  mine. 

"At  my  wish  or  royal  mandate, 
There  is  planted  and  uprooted — 
Heroes,  knights  and  princes  prostrate 
At  my  word — it  must  be  done. 

"With  the  birds  of  all  the  forest 
And  the  beasts  I  hold  communion; 
And  the  nightingale's  sweet  warbling, 
And  the  lion's  roar,  I  know. 

"Wildest  spirits  that  are  ruling 
In  the  emptiness  of  planets, 
Come  before  me  at  my  summons — 
Come  the  demon  and  his  mate. 
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"In  my  wisdom  light  the  heavens, 
And  the  meadow's  breath  is  fragrant 
In  my  singing.    All  my  treasures 
Are  as  boundless  as  the  sea. 

"I  do  compensate  with  rubies; 
Coronets  I  give  as  tribute — 
Solomon  my  name  is,  maiden, 
And  thou  herdest  now  my  sheep. 

"In  the  Sharon  of  your  heart's  blood 
Longs  to  wander  now  my  spirit; 
In  the  dew  of  yonder  flowers, 
To  immerse  e'er  longs  my  soul. 

"Thirst  for  love  consumes  my  bosom. 
Only  the  refreshing  nectar 
That  is  dripping  from  your  petalled 
Lips,  will  ever  still  my  heart." 

But  'tis  certain  that  there  bowed  not 
E'er  a  soul  unto  a  sceptre, 
Innocence  unto  a  saber, 
Or  a  heart  unto  a  king. 

Love  is  purchased  not  with  riches; 
Flowers  that  a  heart  is  growing. 
Even  when  a  shepherd  maiden's 
Cannot  'root  the  strongest  king. 

And  the  lovely  one  made  answer: 
"Mighty  Monarch!    Your  Majesty 
Will  allow  my  soul  to  utter 
And  to  sing  to  you  what  it  feels." 

And  her  alabaster  fingers, 
Gliding  nimbly  o'er  the  harp-strings. 
Of  a  harp  of  graceful  structure, 
Now  attuned  this  lovely  song: 

"Under  the  hillsides,  there, 
Herds  now  a  shepherd^  dear. 
Minding  and  tending  to 
Frolicsome  cattle. 

"He  is  the  loveliest, 
He  is  the  tenderest, 
He  is  the  sweetest  of 
Israel's  children. 

"He  is  the  chosen  one — 


Chosen  of  numberless —  • 
Just  as  the  cedars 
In  greenest  Lebanon. 

"Dearer  than  princes  or 
Sovereigns — Dear  to 
Me's  my  beloved  than 
Limitless  treasures. 

"Better  than  nectar  still, 
Are  my  beloved  one's 
Passionate,  fiery. 
Kisses  to  drink. 

"Heaven's  delightfulness. 
Feel  I  in  ecstacy. 
In  his  arms  peacefully. 
Softly  to  sink. 

"There  where  his  breath  pervades 
Reigns  a  divinity;. 
There  where  his  look  appears, 
Life  is  eternal. 

"Tell  me,  you  innocent 
Sheep,  my  heart's  confidants. 
Can  than  the  Heavens  wide 
Ought  greater  give  me? 

'Tell  me,  you  mountain  sides. 
Verdant,  luxuriant, 
Lovliest  songsters  mine, 
Speak  from  the  treetops. 

"Can  I  my  heart's  adored 
Change  then — O,  answer  me — 
Him,  my  beloved  one. 
Purer  than  gold? 

"Seems  that  I  hear  him  now 
Come  through  the  branches  there. 
Singing  so  merrily, 
Climbing  the  hillsides. 

"O  my  heart,  tremble  not, 
Fever  not,  flutter  not. 
Else  in  the  fervor  of 
Love  I  expire." 

From  the  sheep  is  heard  no  bleating; 
From  the  birds  is  heard  no  piping; 
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From  the  bees  is  heard  no  humming- 
Not  the  stirring  of  i  worm. 

From  the  streamlet  not  a  gurgle; 
From  the  trectops  not  a  quiver; 
Of  a  leaflet  not  a  rustle- 
Not  the  swaying  of  a  twig. 

Still  the  clouds  within  the  azure; 
From  the  heavens  not  a  zephyr; 
From  the  mountains  not  a  murmur. 


Nor  an  echo  from  the  skies, 

When  the  maiden's  sweetest  music. 
And  the  grandeur  of  the  heavens, 
Met  upon  the  mountain  summit, 
And  within  the  ether  kissed. 

And  ashamed,  the  monarch  murmured* 
"She  exchanged  me  for  a  shepherd,'^ 
And  he  rose  beneath  his  sorrow, 
And  he  wandered  o'er  the  hills. 


Dr.  Nordau  on  Political  Zionism 


The  three  delegates  of  France  at  the  Eighth 
Zionist  Congress  presented  their  report  to  a 
meeting  of  some  five  hundred  people,  Zionists 
and  non-Zionists,  held  in  Paris,  November  2. 

Dr.  Max  Nordau  delivered  a  long  speech  in 
his  best  style.    He  said : 

After  the  Eighth  Congress  it  was  said  in 
the  Jewish  Press :.  "Political  Zionism  is  dead." 
Those  who  think  that  they  are  eulogizing  the 
Congress  by  this  remark  are  in  reality  only 
calumniating  it.  Let  us  make  the  matter  clear. 
The  assertion  that  political  Zionism  is  dead  is 
really  due  to  the  confusion  of  this  with  so- 
/  called  "Herzlianism,"  by  which  is  specifically 
understood  the  Charter.  That,  however,  is  not 
•  correct.  The  program  of  the  party  does  not 
mention  a  Charter,  but  "a  legally-assured 
home  in  Palestine."  This  is  the  fundamental 
idea  of  the  movement.  The  Charter  was  only 
one  of  the  ideas  to  realize  this  program,  and 
not  in  itself  the  task  of  political  Zionism,  not 
even  of  Herzl  himself.  Herzl  was  so  little 
identified  with  the  idea  of  the  Charter  that 
four  years  ago  he  introduced  the  idea  of 
Uganda.  The  truth  is  that,  not  being  able  to 
attain  his  end  directly,  Herzl  sought  to  get  to 
it  by  a  circuitous  path.  Thus  "Herzlianism" 
does  not  mean  simply  "charterism,"  but  also 
"Ugandaism,"  and  that  not  as  an  absolute  goal 
but  as  a  halting-place  in  the  midst  of  the 
journey.  Thus  political  Zionism  can  also  be 
the  proposition  of  Uganda,  without  its  sup- 
porters having  to  be  considered  as  non-Zion- 
ists. 


This  is  the  real  political  Zionism,  the  death 
of  which  would  signify  the  death  of  Zionism 
altogether.  I  agree  with  Dr.  Marmorek  that 
Zionism  is  a  movement  of  national  import^ 
making  for  the  dignity,  the  solidarity,  the  self- 
help,  and  the  organization  of  the  whole  Jewish 
people.  It  is  in  this  way  that  Zionism  is  a 
political  movement,  and  not  by  virtue  of  its- 
smuggling  some  Jews  into  Palestine  by  arti- 
ficial methods,  to  the  great  joy  of  lovers  of 
antiquities  and  living  museums.  It  is  not  right 
to  sound  the  alarm  to  the  whole  Jewish  peo- 
ple, to  demand  sacrifices  of  them,  for  a  Zion- 
ism which  consists  in  collecting  "mttmmies>'* 
or  living  "spedmens"  in  Palestine,  to  delight 
the  sentimental  Christians  who  will  be  happy 
to  see  another  "sign"  in  the  survival  of  Israel 
on  the  soil  of  Christ!  As  an  antiquarian  I 
have  nothing  against  such  a  museum,  but  I  vrilH 
assert  that  it  is  not  in  this  way  that  Zionism^^ 
aims  at  creating  a  people  full  of  youthfuH 
vigor  and  conscious  of  its  strength,  which  can 
cry:  "We  wish  to  live,  after  four  thousand 
years,  nay  after  ten  thousand,  of  mere  exist- 
ence, as  a  great  and  active  people,  as  a  people 
of  progress  and  energy,  at  the  head  of  the 
great  nations."  That  is  our  Zionism — the  only 
one  that  deserves  to  be  called  "political." 

Let  me  explain.  Certain  people  came  to  The 
Hague  to  demand  that  the  money  at  the  bank 
and  the  National  Fund  should  be  used  for  the 
following  objects:  (1)  The  founding  of  an 
agrarian  bank;  (2)  the  purchase  of  lands; 
(3)    the   founding  of    gymnasia    and    higher 
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schools.  Having  learned  their  demands,  we 
decided  to  mount  the  tribune.  We,  who  were 
accustomed  to  struggle  in  the  ante-rooms  in 
order  to  avoid  incidents  and  public  conflicts, 
we  this  time  decided  to  declare  publicly,  "You 
are  transgressors  against  Zion  and  Zionism. 
If  you  take  the  pence  of  the  people  we  will 
.-accuse  you  of  furthering  personal  interests. 
We  will  name  certain  persons  implicated,  and, 
figures  and  proofs  in  hand,  we  will  declare 
ihat  we  have  not  worked  and  begged  for  ten 
years  that  four  or  five  persons  may  reap  the 
fruit  of  our  labors."  Whether  it  was  the  re- 
rsult  of  our  threats*  or  whether  it  was  simply 
•due  to  their  awakened  sense  of  justice,  the  ma- 
jorky  refused  these  demands,  only  leaving  the 
'Agrarian  Bank,  which  is  impracticable  tmder 
the  Turkish  regime.  This  was  the  only  ques- 
tionable decision  at  the  Congress.  As  to  prac- 
tical work  in  Palestine,  we  have  nothing 
against  it.  The  conflict  between  "practicals** 
and  "politicals"  only  exists  in  the  brains  of 
certain  "practicals,"  who  have  never  risen  to 
the  comprehension  of  political  Zionism.  We 
"politicals"  have  always  appreciated  practical 
work,  and  tried  to  further  the  development  of 
the  Jewish  element  in  Palestine.  But  we  al- 
ways said  to  ourselves  that  as  long  as  the  pro- 
hibitory laws  exist,  instead  of  bringing  in  new 
immigrants  it  is  better  to  develop  the  sixty 
thousand  Jews  already  in  Palestine,  and  to 
prepare  the  ground  for  future  national  action. 
Our  program  was  summed  up  thus:  (1)  Scien- 
rfic  and  agricultural  exploration  of  Palestine. 
so  as  to  allow  people  to  establish  themselves 


there  on  a  solid  basis,  instead  of  indulging  in 
rhetorical  phrases  about  "a  land  flowing  with 
milk  and  honey,"  or  "situated  at  the  centre 
of  the  world's  commerce."    If  we  prepare  the 

•  way  and  the  conditions  the  immigration  will 
take  place  even  without  us.  (2)  Before  think 
ing  of  those  who  wish  to  establish  themselves 
in  Palestine,  we  must  think  of  those  who  are 
already  there,  find  them  means  of  existence, 
provide  them  with  schools — ^and  primarily  with 
elementary  schools,  not  make  a  leap  all  at 
once  to  high  schools  and  gymnasia.  (3)  To 
found  model  farms  and  centres  for  agricul 
tural  study.  (4)  To  undertake  systematic  po- 
litical work  by  coming  to  an  understanding 
with  the  local  authorities,  who  will  aid  us  to 
obtain  railway,  navigation,  and  port  conces 
sions,  which  will  provide  occupation  for  Jewish 
employees  and  workmen,  and  enhance  our  im- 
portance. 

-  This  is  a  program  which  is  in  no  way  op 
posed  to  political  Zionism,  and  does  not  di-. 

'  minish  from  the  greatness  of  its  task.  But  a 
vaguer  and  somewhat  mutilated  program  wai 

I  accepted  by  the  Congress.  As  to  the  Charter, 
halten  Sie  Herzl  nicht  fur  eintn  Narren.  He 
was  quite  aware  that  means  are  required  for 
that,  and  to  obtain  means  there  must  be  a 
movement  of  enthusiasm,  an  organization,  and 
unbounded  devotion.  Like  the  prophets  who 
never  wearied  and  who  were  never  intimidated 
by  criticisms  and  mockery,  let  us  continue  to 
cry:  "Awake,  Israel,  and  know  that  without 
efforts  and  sacrifices  thou  wilt  never  gather 
the  expected  harvest." 
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Charter  or  G>nce88ion 


By  Dr.  D.  Pasmanik 


III. 
The  question  arises  which  is  the  right  and 
the  more  expedient  course  to  take. 

Zionism,  like  any  other  social  movement,  is 
subject  to  the  laws  of  evolution.  The  Zionists 
must  be  guided  by  the  principle  that  the  ob- 
ject is  nothing,  but  the  movement  is  every- 
thing. Our  object  is  to  "procure  a  legally  se- 
cured home  in  Palestine"  or,  more  plainly — the 
integral  regeneration  of  the  Jewish  people  on 
its  historical  soil.  This  is  our  object,  which  is 
at  the  other  end  of  an  involved  evolution.  The 
desire  to  achieve  the  object  at  once  is  Utopian, 
Ljust  as  socialism  was  Utopian,  when  it  prom- 
ised a  rapid  automatic  realization  of  its  aims. 
The  reality  of  life  compelled  the  socialists  to 
give  up  this  alluring  plan  and  devote  them- 
selves to  a  gradual  reform  of  the  social  or- 
ganism. The  reality  of  life  compels  us  too,  to 
abandon  the  Utopian  phase  of  our  de- 
velopment an^  work  along  a  definite  course  for 
the  normal  evolution  of  the  Jewish  forces. 
The  social  democrats,  by  their  endeavors  to  es- 
tablish an  eight-hour  labor  day,  to  introduce 
socialistic  legislation,  do  not  give  up  their  ulti- 
mate aim,  but  utilize  these  palliative  measures 
to  strengthen  the  material  and  moral  forces 
required  for  its  attainment.  The  Zionists  for 
the  attainment  of  their  final  object  ought  also 
to  do  immediate  and  actual  work,  securing 
concessions  in  Palestine;  thus  they  will  bring 
about  a  greater  concentration  of  the  forces  of 
the  Jewish  people,  and,  what  is  most  important 
to  us,  by  these  means  they  will  strengthen  the 
bond  between  our  Gegenwartsarbeit  and  our 
Zukunftstaat.  This  argument  is  entirely  over- 
looked by  our  diplomats. 

At  present,  there  is  no  connection  between 

the  work  in  the  Diaspora  and  that  of  Palestine, 

but  it  should  be  created  out  of  the  experiences 

I  of  real  life,  of  which  immigration  is  a  great 

/  factor.     This  connection  can  be  created  only 

/   by    immediate    active    work    for    our    future. 

Neither  the  inert  expectation  of  a  charter,  nor 

the  accumulation  of  social  strength  in  the  Dias- 


pora only,  can  establish  that  link  between  the 
present  and  the  future;  in  fact,  passive  expec- 
tation does  not  reason  with  actual  life.  As  I 
have  remarked  elsewhere,  the  influence  of  our 
diplomats  is  in  direct  proportion  to  the  strength 
of  our  Organization,  to  the  extent  and  depth  of 
our  movement.  No  organization  of  any  kind 
can  be  maintained  by  a  Zukunftsmusik,  by  a 
remote  future.  Hopes  will  suffice  for  cen- 
turies, when  their  object  is  the  vision  of  expec- 
tation ;  but  when  it  is  necessary  to  incite  activ- 
ity, they  are  insufficient,  especially  when  these 
kopes  are  remote  of  realization. 

The  first  six  years  of  Zionist  activity  demon- 
strated what  expectations  alone  can  accom- 
plislf.  In  these  six  years  comparatively  splen- 
did rfesdlts  were  obtained,  but  no  more  can  be 
achieved 'unless  actual  work  is  done.  The  Or- 
ganization must  unavoidably  weaken,  if  it 
should   confine  itself  to   the  policy  of  hope. 

/Thu5  diplomatic  Zionism  must  bring  about  an 
immediate  realization  of  its  great  object,  or  it 
is  doomed. 

Herzl  realized  this.  After  the  Fourth  Con- 
gress he  advocated  an  active  work  and  various 
Hebungsfrageh  in  the  Diaspora';  but,  at  the 
same  time,  he  overlooked  the  fact  that  one 
cannot  stop  in  the  middle  of  the  course,  and 
seimism,  which,  in  fact,  is  charterism  from  be- 
low, appeared  as  the  natural  consequence  of 
such  a  policy.    Another  fact  is  also  overlooked, 

|\hat  the  present  is  not  connected  with  the  fu- 
ture, and  the  gulf  between  the  two  will  widen 
more  and  more. 
The  unwished-for  appearance  of  territorial- 
ism  and  seimism  are  the  best  evidence  of  the 
false  bases  upon  which  political  charterism  is 
foimded.  They  are  both  regarded  as  its  ille- 
gitimate children,  whom  it  tries  to  cast  oflF; 
but  in  reality  they  are  its  ofifspring  and  succes- 
sors. They  appeared  not  as  the  product  of  the 
legitimate  development  of  charterism,  but  sim- 
ply as  the  result  of  opportunism.  Charterism 
in  its  psychology  and  construction  is  based  on 
the  idea  of  a  quick  and  mechanical  creation  of 
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a  Jewish  State.  The  length  of  time  was  not 
counted  by  centuries,  or  decades,  but  by  ^ears. 
Since  charter-diplomacy  could  not  at  once  ful- 
fill its  object  one  of  two  things  must  neces- 
sarily happen:  the  transfer  of  the  idea  into 
space,  i.  e.,  territorialism,  which  looks  for  a 
charter  anywhere,  be  it  Palestine,  Cuba,  Can- 
ada, Queensland,  Uganda,  anywhere,  but  at 
once;  or,  the  transfer  of  chartensm  to  time, 
i.  e.,  seimism,  which,  strongly  adhering  to  char- 
tensm, transfers  the  time  of  its  realization  to 
a  remote  future. 

What  is  to  'be  learned  from  non-Jewish  life  ? 
Considering  the  politics  of  the  present,  which 
will  last  yet  for  a  long  time,  we  must  con- 
clude   that   the   most   successful    negotiations 
with  the  Great  Powers  with  the  object  of  se- 
curing of  a  guaranteed  charter  not  only  bring 
us  nearer  to  our  aim,  but  undoubtedly  put  oft 
'  to  a  remoter  future  the  time  of  realization  of 
1  Zionism,  than  a  systematic  activity,  based  on 
I  concessions  obtained    directly    from    Turkey. 
•  The  Macedonians  and  Armenians  should  serve 
us  as  an  object  lesson.    A  series  of  symptoms 
indicate  to  us  that  Turkey  must  take  a  pro 
gressive  course,  and  the  chances  of  Europe  to 
interfere  into  the  affairs  of  Turkey  will  become 
less  and  less.    Or  is  it  best,  that  we  wait  until 
the  future  United  States  of  Europe  will  give  us 
Palestine? 

I  am  most  deeply  convinced  that  we  should 
once  for  all  give  up  the  very  beautiful  but  im- 
practical plan  of  obtaining  a  charter,  guaran- 
teed by  the  European  Powers.  All  that  we  will 
obtain  from  Turkey,  regardless  of  their  values, 
will  only  be  concessions  and  not  a  charter,  i.  e., 
it  will  be  something  which  will  not  be  guar- 
anteed b^  international  rights. 

What  concerns  the  fairness  of  England,  on 
which  our  Territorialists  mostly  rely,  we  can 
point  out  not  only  Transvaal,  but  a  still  nearer 
colony — the  island  of  Malta,  where  during  the 
ministry  of  Chamberlain  the  Italian  popula- 
tion was  restrained  in  the  manifestations  of 
national  culture,  for  instance,  liberty  of  lan- 
guage. 

Zionism  must  take  into  consideration  an  evo- 
lutionary progress  and  once  for  all  cease  the 
charter  diplomacy.  To  avoid  misunderstand- 
ings, I  must  add,  that  it  is  not  my  intention 
to  attack  diplomacy  in  general  and  advocate  in- 
stead a  great  philanthropic  system.    In  this  re- 


gard I  entirely  share  the  views  of  our  great 
leader,  Herzl,  which  he  expressed  in  one  of  his 
letters  to  me.  "But  the  people,"  he  wrote^ 
"who  protest  against  the  so-called  diplomatic 
Zionism,  are  simply  stupid.  Anyone  who 
wishes  to  undertake  an  enterprise  in  a  foreign 
country,  will  first  of  all  adopt  diplomatic  meas- 
ures, no  matter  whoever  or  whatever  it  be.  In 
fact,  it  is  known  to  us,  that  even  those  who 
possess  a  most  powerful  army,  continuously 
work  along  a  diplomatic  course."  We  agree 
with  these  views  and  do  not  in  the  least  object 
to  the  Zionist  diplomacy  in  general,  but  we  are 
against  the  inference,  that  the  only  and  special 
object  of  diplomacy  is  to  obtain  a  charter  guar- 
anteed by  the  large  Powers.  The  Zionist  di- 
plomacy must  concentrate  all  its  energy  on  one 
object — to  secure  concessions  in  Palestine  and 
nearby  lands.  The  centre  of  our  diplomacy, 
its  main  fulcrum,  must  be  chiefly  in  Constanti- 
nople. Of  course,  it  may  happen  that  the  near- 
est course  from  Basel  to  Constantinople  may 
pass  through  London,  Petersburg,  Paris,  etc 
That  depends  on  the  circumstances  of  the  ex- 
isting international  relations,  and  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Jews  in  one  or  the  other  country. 
But  this  question  is  of  a  secondary  importance, 
the  main  thing  is  in  Constantinople.  I  go  still 
further — the  object  of  our  work  in  Constanti- 
nople must  not  be  a  "charter,"  but  concessions, 
no  matter  of  what  nature  they  be,  as  long  as 
they  will  enable  the  Jewish  masses  to  create 
for  themselves  cultural  and  economical  values 
in  Palestine.  No  offer  of  Turkey  should  be 
refused,  if  it  be  of  an  economical  advantage. 
I  will  even  take  the  privilege  of  expressing  the 
following  heretical  thought:  If  the  concession 
would  give  us  only  the  right  to  colonize  in 
Palestine  thousands  of  Jews,  who  could  live  a 
normal,  economical  and  spiritual  life,  I  am 
positive,  that  our  people,  not  only  under  the 
pressure  of  the  pogroms,  but  in  general,  would 
gladly  accept  such  concessions,  and  if  it  need 
be,  become  Turkish  subjects,  and  exist  under 
its  jurisdiction,  provided  they  could  enjoy  a 
communal  self-government,  as  generally  other 
communities  of  Turkey  do. 

Regardless  of  all  these  limitations,  the  Jew- 
ish people  could  be  restored  physically  and  eco- 
nomically, and  lay  a  foundation  to  a  healthy 
national  life.  Such  concessions  in  time  to 
come  must  develop;  this  development  is  un- 
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avoidable  for  very  many  reasons,  but  the  main 
ones  are,  that  on  one  hand  Turkey  itself  must 
develop,  to  which  the  Jewish  colonization  in 
Palestine  would  contribute  a  great  deal,  and  on 
the  other  hand^  the  colonies  there  created  must 
develop  automatically,  by  constantly  creating, 
as  is  natural,  new  productive  conditions.  In 
this  manner  the  economic  and  spiritual  regen- 
eration of  the  Jewish  people  will  be  brought 
about  not  only  in  the  future,  but  also  in  the 
present,  considering  the  work  we  do  now. 
The  smallest  success  in  Palestine  must  be  con- 
sidered by  us  as  the  best  means  of  propaganda 
'.and  agitation,  because  the  masses  believe  in 
'concrete  success;  and  only  thus  can  Zionist  In- 
stitutions be  strengthened.  I  also  defend  the 
method  of  concessions,  because  this  alone  will 
enable  us  to  unite  the  future  with  the  present. 
Then  our  life's  work  will  not  be  divided,  in 
the  Diaspora  and  in  Palestine,  but  our  whole 
activity — economic,  political  and  spiritual,  will 
have  but  one  leading  spirit:  the  unification  of 
all  classes  of  the  Jewish  people  on  a  basis  of 
real  work  in  Palestine.  Whatever  will  be  un- 
dertaken here,  shall  be  with  a  consideration  of 
the  influence  it  shall  have  over  there.  Then  it 
will  not  appear  peculiar,  that  we  Jews,  as  well 
as  other  people,  will  not  need  to  be  guided  in 
our  actions  by  exalted  and  abstract  principles  of 
justice,  but  by  more  selfish  interests  of  our  na- 
tional progress.  Then,  by  the  way,  it  will  be- 
come evident  that  national  progress  in  reality 
does  not  conflict  with  the  interests  of  human- 
ity. The  practical  work  in  Palestine  will  raise 
the  energy  of  the  Jewish  people  to  the  highest 
degree;  the  real  work  will  combat  destructive 
assimilation.  The  Jewish  people  would  organ- 
ize not  owing  to  the  accidental  agitations  of 
surrounding  life  in  the  Diaspora,  but  without 
any  efforts,  automatically,  with  strongly  defined 
aims  in  view — ^the  regeneration  of  Jewry  on  its 
own  territory.  A  new,  normal  and  healthy  life 
would  begin  not  only  there,  but  already  here, 
because  of  a  clearly  defined  aim. 
(To  be  continued.) 


Turkish  Concessions  to  Jews 


The  London  Jewish  Chronicle,  in  its  last  is- 
sue, gives  out  the  following  statement: 

"Information  has  reached  us,  from  a  partic- 
ularly reliable  source,  that  the  Sultan  has  now 
expressed  himself  as  disposed,  on  certain  con- 
ditions, to  make  liberal  concessions  to  Jews  in 
Palestine,  With  this  object  in  view,  the  Chief 
Rabbi  of  Turkey  was  last  week  summoned  to 
the  Imperial  Palace,  where  he  had  a  long 
interview  with  the  principal  private  secretary 
of  the  Sultan.  This  official  formally  stated 
that  the  Government  was  disposed  to  make 
concessions  to  the  Jews  in  Palestine.  The 
Chief  Rabbi  was  urged  to  place  himself  in  di- 
rect communication  with  Jewish  bodies  which 
had  approached  the  Government  in  connection 
with  Palestine.  The  Chief  Rabbi  declared, 
however,  that  he  had  no  relations  whatsoever 
with  any  of  these  organizations,  and  that, 
therefore,  he  could  not  undertake  the  matter. 
The  steps  taken  by  the  Government  did  not 
rest  here.  Another  Jew,  who  at  the  present 
moment  holds  a  very  high  public  position,  we 
are  further  informed,  was  also  summoned  to 
to  the  palace,  and  a  communication  was  made 
to  him  similar  to  that  given  above.*' 


London,  November  16.-— The  Sultan  of  Tur- 
key has  summoned  representative  Zionists  in 
order  to  communicate  to  them  his  intentions 
to  offer  some  concession  to  the  Jewish  people 
in  Palestine,  along  the  lines  of  the  program  of 
the  Zionists.  It  is  understood  that  a  delega- 
tion of  the  leaders  of  Zionism  have  departed 
for  Constantinople  to  confer  with  His  Majesty 
Abdul  Hamid  in  the  matter.  The  delegation 
consists  of  Herr  David  Wolf  son,  of  Cologne, 
president  of  the  Zionist  Action  Committee; 
Joseph  Cowen,  of  London,  a  director  of  the 
Jewish  Trust,  and  others. 

In  an  interview  with  a  representative  of 
Hazman,  Dr.  L.  Katzenelson,  of  Libau,  the 
president  of  the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust,  said 
that  the  Turkish  Government  is  greatly  inter- 
ested in  the  work  of  the  Zionists,  and  that  its 
attitude  toward  Zionism  is  friendly.  A  branch 
of  the  Trust  may  soon  be  established  in  Con- 
stantinople. 
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Zionism  In  A  Nutshell 


By  Leon  Zolotkoff 


Can  the  process  of  Israel's  dissolution  which 
is  now  in  progress  everywhere  be  checked 
under  the  conditions  of  Jewish  dispersion? 

Is  the  ultimate  disappearance  of  the  Jew, 
which  seems  to  be  the  tmavoidable  culmination 
of  his  denationalization,  a  consummation  to  be 
wished,  or  is  it  desirable  that  at  least  a  sav- 
ing remnant  be  preserved  by  placing  it  in  such 
congenial  surroundings  as  would  make  re- 
habilitation and  g^rowth  possible? 

By  the  way  one  answers  these  crucial  ques- 
tions, one's  attitude  toward  Zionism  may  be 
ascertained,  provided  one  is  not  so  blind  to 
historical  conditions  as  to  deny  that  dissolution 
is  at  work  in  the  midst  of  our  people. 

The  Zionistic  point  of  view  is  based  on  the 
conviction  that  Israel  must  ultimately  suc- 
cumb to  the  constantly  increasing  dissolving  in- 
fluences which  surround  it  everywhere.  It  is 
a  natural  process  similar  to  that  which  turns 
iron  into  magnet  when  placed  in  the  midst  of 
overwhelming  magnetic  influences.  The  Zion- 
ist's answer  to  the  question  as  to  whether  such 
a  process  of  complete  submersion  could  be 
checked  under  the  conditions  of  dispersion 
must  necessarily  be  in  the  negative. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Zionist  also  believes 
that  the  process  of  dissolution  has  not  yet  suc- 
ceeded in  drying  up  the  strength  of  the  Jewish 
people  completely,  and  that  the  Jew,  in  his  col- 
lective capacity,  still  retains  a  living  spark 
capable  of  development,  and  if  the  strongest 
Jewish  types  surviving  (i.  e.,  those  who  Strugs 
gle  the  hardest  against  submersion  and  disso- 
lution) should  be  given  a  proper  place  more  or 
less  removed  from  dissolving  influences,  and 
time,  there  is  no  reason  why  they  should  not 
create  conditions  most  congenial  to  the  Jew, 
and  why  the  Jewish  genius  should  not  again 
contribute  something  of  its  own  to  the  world. 

In  this  sense  the  second  question  must  be 
answered  by  the  Zionist. 

Of  all  those  who  are  opposed  to  Zionism  the 
most   consistent   is   he   who   admits   that   the 


ultimate  dissolution  of  Israel  is  desirable,  the 
sooner  the  better,  and  that  the  world  would 
lose  nothing  by  its  disappearance — a  view  often 
expressed  in  various  Jewish  quarters.  All 
other  anti-Zionistic  or  non-Zionistic  reasons 
are  merely  convenient  subterfuges  for  the  pur- 
pose of  dodging  the  real  issue.  Their  incon- 
sistency is  only  excusable  by  ignorance  of  the 
subject  on  the  part  of  those  who  advance  such 
reasons. 

A  noted  Jewish  historian  published  an  article 
against  Zionism  some  time  ago,  in  which  he 
attempted  to  prove  by  historical  data,  that 
Zionism  is  nothing  more  than  a  reaction  fol- 
lowing anti- Jewish  outbreaks.  He  said,  among 
other  things: 

"After  the  expulsion  from  Spain  in  1492  we 
have  the  messianic  movements  of  Ashcr 
Laemmlein  (1507)  and  of  David  Reubeni 
(1522).  The  terrible  massacre  of  the  Polish 
Jews  by  the  hordes  of  Chmelnicky  (1648-1655) 
is  followed  by  the  messianic  movement  of  Sab- 
bathai  Zebi  (1666).  The  Damascus  affair  is 
followed  by  a  number  of  pamphlets  advocat- 
ing the  resettlement  of  Palestine,  like  Jehuda 
Alkalay's  Kol  Kore  and  Nachalath  Jehuda. 
The  reactioji,  which  began  in  Germany  with 
the  repeal  of  the  'Grundrechte'  in  1851,  is  cer- 
tainly responsible  for  Hirsch  Kalischer's  Deris- 
chath  Zion  (1860),  and  for  M.  Hess'  Rom 
und  Jerusalem.  The  Russian  May  laws  of 
1882  inaugurated  the  present  national  move- 
ment in  Russia,  and  the  election  of  Lueger  as 
Mayor  of  Vienna  (1895)  was  followed  by 
Herzl's  Judenstaat  in  1896." 

He  might  have  added  the  journey  of  Nach- 
manides  (1195-1270)  and  the  emigration  of 
about  300  Rabbis  from  France  and  England 
about  a  century  or  so  thereafter,  and  many 
earlier  attempts  to  resettle  Palestine,  which 
events  in  their  turn  have  also  been  preceded 
by  persecution.  But  if  he  intended  by  such 
a  compilation  of  historical  events  incidental  to 
Jewish  dispersion  to  crush  Zionism,  he  missed 
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the  point  Th^  prove  the  reverse  of  what  he 
intended.  They  prove  that  no  matter  what 
age  or  civilization  the  Jew  lived  in,  whenever 
he  attempted  to  solve  the  problem  of  Jewish 
misery,  he  invariably  arrived  at"  the  same  con- 
clusion— namely,  that  the  restoration  of  Israel 
as  a  people  with  a  home  of  her  own  is  Israel's 
only  salvation.  They  also  prove  that  through- 
out the  centuries  of  Jewish  martyrdom  not 
one  Jew  ever  arose  to  propose  a  remedy  other 
than  the  restoration  of  Israel. 

Another  similar  instance  is  a  "strong"  argu- 
ment against  Zionism  recently  advanced  by  a 
noted  philanthropist  and  millionaire — an  argu- 
ment which  was  accompanied  by  a  chorus  of 
"I  told  you  so  long  ago!"  The  argument  re- 
ferred to  is  the  incompatibility  of  Zionism  with 
American  patriotism.  To  the  American  Jew 
no  argument  can  be  stronger,  for  he  loves 
America.  And  yet  even  here  the  argument 
will  hardly  stand  close  scrutiny.  It  merely 
shows  that  the  maker  of  the  argument  had  lost 
the  ability  to  differentiate  between  the  rights 
and  duties  of  a  citizen  and  the  historical  obli- 
gations of  national  life.  The  argument  is  also 
a  libel  on  the  loyalty  and  sincerity  of  those 
generations,  which,  while  hoping  and  yearn- 
ing for  Israel's  restoration,  have  made  their 
patriotism  to  the  countries  that  have  tol- 
erated them  a  part  of  their  ethical  teaching 
In  substance  the  argument  differs  but  little 
from  the  stereotyped  question:  "Do  you 
really  intend  to  leave  America  for  Palestine?" 
which  has  ever  so  often  been  hurled  at  Zion- 
ists, as  if  the  consistency  or  logic  of  Zionism 
depended  upon  the  one  or  the  other  Zionist 
going  to,  or  staying  away  from,  Palestine.  One 
who,  for  instance,  approves  of  the  Panama 
canal  scheme  is  not  necessarily  expected  to 
go  to  the  isthmus  and  see  "the  dirt  fly,"  or  dig 


it  himself.  He  might  lack  the  ability  or  the 
desire  to  do  so,  but  he  may  delight  in  the 
grandeur  of  the  undertaking  and  may  rejoice 
in  anti|cipation  of  the  good  that  the  scheme 
would  bring  to  the  world,  or  at  least  to  that 
part  of  the  world  which  interests  him  most 
He  may  contribute  to  it  indirectly  while  others 
are  able  and  willing  to  do  more,  but  as  regards 
their  adherence  to  the  cause  they  are  all  alike. 
But  while  the  wise  men  in  Israel  arc 
"thrusting  each  other  with  arguments,"  here 
and  there  a  modest  Jew  is  found  in  whom  the 
desire  to  survive  as  a  Jew  is  above  all  his 
other  considerations  and  interests  in  life,  and 
he  is  willing  to  do  some  practical  work  for 
Zion.  He  proceeds  to  Palestine  and  domesti- 
cates himself  there.  And  as  the  years  roll 
by,  here  and  there  appears  a  little  Jewish  set- 
tlement of  progress  and  improvement,  here 
and  there  an  orchard  is  planted,  here  and  there 
a  village  is  built  up,  a  school  is  established,  a 
garden  is  planted.  They  are  small  things,  you 
say,  in  comparison  with  what  is  expected,  but 
•'who  will  despise  the  day  of  small  things?*' 
Time  and  nature  are  wonderful  assistants,  and 
the  mutability  of  historiical  events  offers  many 
an  opportunity  to  a  nation  that  waits  and 
watches. 

O,  a  noble  thing  is  prudence ! 

And  they  are  useful  friends 
Who  never  make  beginnings 

Before  they  see  the  ends. 

But  give  me  now  and  then  a  man, 

And  I  wiJl  make  him  king, 
Just  to  take  the  consequence 
And  just  to  do  the  thing! 
And  that  is  the  real  kernel  in  the  Zionistic 
nutshell. 
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The  Festival  of  Chanuka 


A  Talk  With  Jewish  Boys  and  Girb 


Why  was  the  Festival  of  Chanuka  so  en- 
tieared  to  you,  and  why  did  you  as  boy  or  as 
girl,  feel,  as  if,  of  all  Jewish  holidays,  that 
holiday  was  the  dearest,  the  best,  the  most 
enjoyable  ? 

Because  it  was  the  holiday  appreciative  of 
Che  spirit  of  resistance!  How  often  had  your 
boyish  soul  been  pained  by  the  tales  of  the  sub- 
missiveness  of  the  Jewish  people.  Your  mem- 
of  Jews  was  one  of  a  people  continually  in 
Gliding,  everlastingly  at  the  point  of  death  and 
^ct  living  on.  There  were  the  Ghettoes,  the 
hideous  persecutions,  and  the  more  tragic  per- 
secutions of  which  you  then  had  but  an  ink- 
ling. The  Jews,  in  your  young  mind,  were 
the  wanderers,  not  like  the  gypsies,  in  whom 
the  wander-lust  burned,  but  wanderers  by  com- 
pulsion. 

Because  Chanuka  noted  an  event  telling  of 
resistance,  you,  as  a  boy,  felt  that  you  could 
•celebrate  it.  But  was  not  the  Passover  also  a 
holiday  of  liberty,  of  emancipation?  Yes,  but 
Passover  had  its  roots  in  the  slavery  of  your 
people.  We  were  slaves  in  Egypt,  the 
Hagada  reminded  you  with  intolerable  repeti- 
tion. The  task-master  had  forced  us  to  make 
bricks  without  straw,  had  harried  us  to  the 
verge  of  despair,  had  starved  us  until,  under 
a  masterful  leader,  we  had  gone  forward  blind- 
ly, to  seek  a  home. 

But  there  was  not  a  bit  of  shame  connect- 
ed with  Chanuka.  You  admired  the  heroes 
•  of  the  Civil  War,  when  you  thrilled  as  the 
veterans  of  that  war  passed  before  you  on 
Decoration  Day;  so  too  when  you  heard  of 
Judas  Maccabaeus,  of  his  brave  brothers,  of 
-that  heroic  old  man  who  struck  the  first  blow, 
^our  youthful  soul  expanded,  and  you  felt 
yourself  at  home  among  the  Jewish  people. 

They  were  not  a  Jewish  people  holding  its 
breath  for  fear  of  the  wicked  opinion  of  the 
world,  but  a  daring  people.  They  were  guer- 
rilas,  at  first,  and  how  fine  it  was  to  think 
that  Jews,  too,  laid  in  ambush  awaiting  their 


foe,  that  they,  too,  experienced  the  midnight 
prowling  in  the  forests,  the  cautious  peering 
through  the  thickets,  the  thrilling  daring  of 
the  midnight  attack.  And  when  you  read  how 
they  fought  in  the  open,  having  won  their  right 
to  their  soil,  what  a  relief  to  know  that  you 
could  celebrate  the  anniversary  of  their  bravery 
in  spite  of  their  subsequent  defeat,  knowing 
that  the  Jews,  some  of  them,  still  maintained 
the  same  natural  claims  to  the  possession  of 
their  own  soil.  The  death -knell  of  a  people 
may  be  sounded  when  they  forget,  and  when 
have  the  Jews  actually  forgotten  that  they  are 
a  dispossessed  people?  They  have  never  for- 
gotten, notwithstanding  the  resentment  of  those 
who  find  the  pleasure  of  Babylon  to  their  lik- 
ing. They  have  never  forgotten  that  they  are 
burdened  with  the  burden  of  the  "Man  With- 
out a  Country." 

In  brief,  Chanuka  gave  you  a  satisfactory 
explanation  of  the  Jewish  Goluth.  The  Jew- 
ish people,  you  thought,  were  a  strong,  not  a 
suffering  people;  a  virile,  not  a  supplicating 
people.  It  was  worthy  of  its  existence  by  war- 
rant of  the  fact  that  it  did  exist,  and  you  did 
not  have  to  appeal  to  theories  of  the  Jewish 
mission,  the  Chosen  People,  etc.,  to  feel  at 
home  among  your  own.  You  felt  you  had  a 
right  to  say,  in  virtue  of  the  MaccabaeaiT/ 
spirit:  The  Jews,  now  and  forever,  are  a 
nation,  possessing  all  the  characteristics  of  a 
distinctly  individual  people.  They  have  been 
dispossessed  of  thefr  own  territory.  As  a  con- 
sequence of  the  lack  of  this  possession,  the 
Jewish  people  are  in  exile  and  are  forced  to 
live  abnormal  lives,  torn  by  conflicts  between 
the  alluring  reality  and  the  essential  future; 
they  are  forced  to  live  as  aliens,  not  because 
people  treat  them  as  aliens,  but  because 
of  their  national  individuality  which  is  not 
extinct,  and  which,  from  time  to  time,  flares 
up  and  gives  strength  to  its  members.  They 
are  in  exile,  but  they  hope  for  the  retura 
They  not  only  hope  for  it,  but  they  are  striv- 
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ing  for  it,  and  those  who  are  found  in  the 
ranks  of  the  Zionists,  the  modem  Ma,cca- . 
baeans,  are  willing  to  sacrifice  the  possession 
of  comfort,  of  peace,  of  all  the  ease  of  what- 
ever temporary  home. they  may  find,  for  the 
upbuilding,  the  rebuilding,  of  their  own  home, 
the  hope  of  their  ancestors,  holy  to  them  not 
because  it  is  richer,  better,  but  because  it  is 
their  own. 

But  that,  it  seems,  was  when  you  were  a 
boy. 

Life  forces  other  interpretations  of  Chanuka 
upon  you.  Jewish  life  is  not  in  reality  so 
natural,  nor  so  dignified,  nor  a  source  of 
pride.  You  see  the  Jewish  nation  dismem- 
bered, scattered,  and  the  majority  of  our 
people  the  victims  of  persecution,  or  swept  by 
every  wave  of  life  into  the  adoption  of  alien 
ways  of  living,  and  but  a  small  handful  fight- 
ing in  the  spirit  of  the  Maccabaeans  for  all 
those  things  that  are  of  value  to  us.  Only 
when  a  shriek  is  heard,  pressed  from  the  lips 
of  some  tortured  Jews,  are  you  aware  of  the 
fact  that  the  dismembered  parts  of  the  Jewish 
people  remember  the  physical  pains  of  their 
race.  And  what  grotesque  antics  are  per- 
formed by  some  of  the  dismembered  parts  in 
their  moments  of  indifference  to  Jewish  suf- 
fering! What  unnatural  explanations  are  of- 
fered for  the  continued  existence  of  the  Jew- 
ish people,  and  with  whal  eagerness  are  ways 
and  means  sought,  for  a  gradual  submergence 
of  the  Jew.  It  is  said,  with  feeble  delight,  that 
the  French  Jews  are  more  French  than  the 
Frenchmen,  the  German  Jews  more  German 
than  the  Germans,  the  American  Jews  more 
American  than  the  Americans,  and  even  in 
Russia,  there  are  Jews  more  Russian  than  the 
Tartars.  Our  religion  responds  to  every  wave 
.  of  alien  thought,  but  gives  little  heed  to  Jewish 
needs ;  Jewish  demands.  We  are  always  justify- 
ing our  life,  which  gives  us  little  time  to  live. 
We  arc  always  seeking  other  ideals,  conform- 
ing to  new  cultures,  until  we  present  the  spec- 
tacle of  a  people  clad  in  the  crazy-quilt  of  all 
national  colors  but  our  own. 

Gone,  it  seems,  is  the  dream  of  our  youth, 
and  with  it  the  glory  of  the  ancient  world. 

But  our  celebration  of  Chanuka,  our  Zion- 
ist celebration,  is  a  protest  and  a  jubilant  song. 
We   who   are   Zionists   offer  you   once   more 


the  youthful  dream,  the  hope  and  the  ardor 
which  should  go  with  every  ideal  of  life.  We 
do  not  take  you  through  the  dry  paths  of 
metaphysics  to  explain  Jewish  life,  nor  do  we 
appeal  to  a  denuded  religion  to  inspire  you 
with  the  same  freshness  of  interest,  which  you 
must  have  when  you  were  young.  We  claim 
Judas  Maccabaeus  as  our  own,  not  because  he 
found  a  cruse  of  oil  sufficient  to  illuminate  the 
Temple  for  a  week,  but  because  he  was  the 
warrior  Jew,  who  fought  the  battles  of  his 
people  until  death  cut  him  down  in  the  midst 
of  his  labors.  We  offer  you  the  rational  ex- 
planation of  Jewish  life,  and  the  natural, 
wholesome  solution  of  its  problems.  We  speak 
of  life  for  the  Jewish  people  on  its  own  soil. 
Our  program  speaks  of  up-building,  not  of  cut- 
ting away.  We  do  not  seek  to  decorate  dead 
things,  but  to  blow  the  sparks  of  life  until  they 
flare  up  into  an  ardent  flame.  We  speak  of 
Palestine,  the  land  of  the  Jewish  people,  not 
as  the  source  of  archaeological  treasures,  but 
as  the  spring  of  life,  the  fountain  from  which 
Jews  shall  imbibe  wholesome,  manly  life,  in 
harmony  with  the  spirit  of  the  Maccabaeans. 
The  Jewish  law,  the  ineradicable  basis  of 
the  Jewish  religion,  was  given  to  a  nation. 
That  law  grew  out  of  the  life  of  a  people  liv- 
ing on  its  own  soil.  Every  particle  of  Jewish 
religrious  thought  received  its  coloring  from 
the  life  and  history  of  a  nation.  You  cannot 
take  the  religion  and  repudiate  the  nation. 
Judaism  was  the  product  of  the  soil,  its  proph- 
ets were  messengers  to  a  nation,  its  literature 
was  the  literature  of  a  nation.  When  the 
Fathers  saw  the  nation  in  distress,  they  took 
with  them  in  exile  that  national  literature, 
for  they  knew  that  it  contained  the  essence 
of  Jewish  life,  and  that  as  long  as  the  Jews 
remembered  it  and  studied  it,  and  let  it  color 
their  life,  they  would  never  forget  their  na- 
tion while  in  exile,  the  flame  of  the  national 
spirit  would  never  be  extinguished.  They  pre- 
served Judaism  for  the  sake  of  the  nation. 
That  was  what  made  the  Jewish  people  so 
intolerant  of  mutilations  of  that  law  or  litera- 
ture, for  it  was  the  visible  embodiment  of  the 
spirit  of  their  nation.  The  hope  of  redemption 
made  sufferance  in  exile  if  not  manly  at  least 
rational.  Without  that  hope  of  redemption, 
that  love  of  Zion,  what  would  there  have  been 
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left  to  Jewish  life  but  shame,  self-effacement, 
a  lingering  between  life  and  death? 

The  history  of  the  exile  is  streaked  with 
that  hope.  Every  poet  sang  of  it,  and  every 
pious  soul  remembered  it  in  his  will,  bequeath- 
ing it  as  a  rich  legacy  to  his  heirs.  It  gave 
dignity  to  a  life  that  otherwise  would  have 
been  degrading.  It  gave  grandeur  to  the  mar- 
tyrdom of  the  Jews  in  the  middle  ages,  and 
though  sufferance  became  the  badge  of  all  our 
tribe,  that  sufferance  was  illuminated  by  hope 
in  the  re-establishment  of  the  Jewish  nation. 

Our  message,  the  message  of  Zionism,  is  a 
message  to  the  youth  of  our  people.  They 
understand  us.  They  understand  that  the  time 
has  come  when  that  hope,  the  priceless  jewel 
of  our  people,  must  be  realized.  It  is  no  idle 
phrase,  that  in  the  hands  of  the  youth  lies 
the  future  of  our  people.  It  is  an  obvious 
but  comforting  platitude.  Youth  has  the  en- 
ergy, the  enthusiasm,  it  has  the  power  of  visual- 
izing the  future,  which  age  has  lost.  We  have 
received  a  priceless  treasure  from  our  ances- 


tors, and  it  is  for  us  to  make  it  our  own^ 
and  give  to  its  possession  the  meaning  of  our 
own  day.  They  have  done  their  duty  in  their 
time,  and  we  must  do  ours. 

Who  would  not  be  in  the  ranks  of  such  a 
cause,  fighting,  as  they  did  two  thousand  years 
ago,  for  the  preservation  of  our  national  in- 
tegrity? Who  would  not  give  himself  over  to- 
the  cause  of  straightening  out  the  Jewish  tan- 
gle? Who  would  not  have  a  conception  of 
Jewish  life  in  keeping  with  the  ardent  dreams 
of  youth,  when  everything  was  fresh  and 
wholesome,  and  who  would  not  wish  to  rid 
himself  of  the  degrading,  repelling  and  unnat- 
ural conditions  that  beset  Jewish  life;  wha 
would  not  strive  for  the  revival  of  a  sturdy, 
self-reliant,  wholesome  Jewish  nation  upon  its 
own  soil?  Who,  among  you,  when  the  call 
is  made  for  the  support  of  that  cause,  in  whidi 
there  are  now  so  many  thousands,  would  not 
give  your  shekel  as  a  token  of  his  belief  in 
the  future  of  the  Jewish  nation? 

Louis  Lipsky. 
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The  Society  Hatechiya  of  New  York 

The  energetic  Zionist  society  known  as  the 
Hathechiya  will  celebrate  its  fourth  anniver 
sary  on  January  18. 

The  activities  of  this  young  organization 
have  been  remarkable  when  its  modest  means 
are  taken  into  account  The  society  was  or- 
g^anized  by  seven  Russian  young  men  and  one 
lady,  immediately  upon  their  arrival  in  New 
York.  It  was  first  named  "The  Russian  Zion 
Society."  The  first  members  were  radical,  in 
the  sense  that  they  represented  the  democratic 
and  proletarian  intersts  of  Zionists,  without 
being  affiliated  with  the  Poale  Zion  party.  As 
a  consequence,  all  new  members,  no  matter 
what  their  opinion,  were  at  once  dubbed  radi- 
cal. In  the  first  two  years  of  the  existence  of 
the  Hathechiya,  it  suffered  much  owing  to  the 
struggles  between  the  radical  Zionists  and  the 
Poale  Zion,  on  the  one  hand,  and  owing  to  dis- 
sensions caused  by  the  Uganda  question,  on 
the  other.  These  troubles  almost  brought 
about  the  collapse  of  the  society.  Meeting  after 
meeting  was  held,  where  these  fundamental 
questions  were  taken  up  and  discussed,  but 
soon,  as  a  result  of  these  discussions,  the  diffi- 
culties were  overcome,  and  the  organization 
emerged  stronger  than  ever.  In  the  meantime, 
its  members  were  becoming  better  acquainted 
with  American  Jewish  conditions,  and  it  altered 
its  name  to  Hathechiya.  In  the  first  few  years 
of  its  existence,  the  society  published  three 
Yiddish  pamphlets,  all  written  by  members.  It 
has  taken  a  leading  part  in  all  Zionist  activi- 
ties in  New  York,  and  sent  its  own  delegate 
to  the  last  Congress.  The  first  call  for  the 
party  fund  met  with  an  immediate  response  of 
$15.00,  and  it  has  given  support  to  the  Odessa 
Zionist  library.  Its  members  have  been  ar- 
dently devoted,  from  the  start,  to  the  cause  of 
a  Yiddish  weekly,  and  due  to  its  own  insis- 
tence, and,  at  times,  unfair  zeal,  the  matter  was 
finally  taken  up  by  the  Federation.  It  contrib- 
uted the  first  $125.00  to  the  Press  Fund. 

The  membership  is  at  present  65,  but  it  is 
intelligent  and  conscious  of  its  own  program; 
though  in  many  instances,  they  are  workmen, 
they  are  workmen  with  a  superior  education. 
Propaganda  meetings  are  addressed  by  its  own 
members,  and  it  has  at  least  fifteen  men  who 


can  be  depended  upon  for  general  work. 
Though  at  all  times  a  severe  critic  of  the  Fed- 
eration, its  critidsm  has  not  deterred  its  mem- 
bers from  joining  in  the  general  work  of  the 
organization,  when  their  services  were  asked 
for.  New  members  are  joining  every  week. 
All  Zionists  who  have  radical  tendencies  are 
advised  to  affiliate  with  this  admirable  organi- 
zation. 

The  Society  was  organized  by  Lcvenson, 
Aaron  and  Lizzie  Cohen  and  four  gentle- 
men coming  from  Elizabetgrad  (Russia).  The 
soul  of  the  Society  until  he  left  America  was 
Levinson,  a  pharmacist.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded for  a  half  year  by  Mr.  Brodsky,  also 
from  Elizabetgrad,  and  the  last  one  and  one- 
half  years  by  Mr.  Maltin.  At  present  the 
Chairman  of  the  Society  is  Mr.  Landsberg. 
But  it  is  not  in  the  chairmanship  that  the 
strength  of  the  Society  lies,  it  is  in  the  qual 
ity  of  the  members  themselves,  who  are  thor- 
oughly acquainted  with  the  theories  and 
progress  of  the  movement.  We  need  mention 
here  only  those  who  work  for  the  growth  of 
the  Society,  and  therefore  for  the  Zion'st  move- 
ment. 

There  are  a  few  names  of  these  which  we 
may  add,  but  when  it  comes  to  practical  work, 
the  Society  as  a  whole  could  be  mentioned: 
Messrs.  Landsberg,  Brodsky,  Chalter,  Jaffe, 
Rubin,  Grabelsky  Bros.,  Tolof,  Marc,  Aaron 
Cohen,  Oderchonsky,  Lemush  Millman  and 
Rubinstein ;  Misses  Lizzie  Cohen,  Jaffe,  Novin- 
sky,  Firstman  and  Weitzman. 


FROM  A  ZIONIST  SOLDIER. 


Recruiting  Station,  U.  S.  Army, 
Schenectady,  N.  Y,  November  13 
The  Maccabaean  Publishing  Co, 

Gentlemen:  Enclosed  please  find  check  of 
three  dollars  ($3)  for  the  Olive  Tree  Fund, 
as  follows:  In  memory  of  my  beloved 
mother,  Minna  Gottfried,  one  (1)  tree,  $1.50; 
and  beloved  sister  at  Frow,  Bettie  Gottfried, 
one  (1)  tree,  $1.50.  Total,  two  (2)  trees, 
$3.00. 

With  Zion's  greetings, 

Mendel  Gottfried 
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DECEMBER,  1907. 


EDITORIALS 


THE  NEGOTIATIONS. 

At  the  time  of  writing,  we  are  still  in  the 
-dark  as  to  the  nature  of  the  interview  held  by 
Herr  WolflFsohn  with  the  Porte.  That  it  is 
possible  for  him  to  obtain  concessions,  of  great 
or  less  value,  through  the  agency  of  the  Zion- 
ist organization,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  in 
spite  of  the  vagueness  of  the  reports  at  pres- 
ent to  hand.  Whatever  the  results,  however,  it 
is  quite  evident  that  the  Actions  Comite  does 
not  intend  to  have  the  diplomatic  experiences 
of  Theodor  Herzl  die  of  disuse.  We  are  of  the 
-opinion  that  many  of  the  present  disorganized, 
haphazard,  and  wholly  anarchistic  plans  and 
enterprises  projected  by  ardent  lovers  of  prac- 
tical work  will  gain  from  any  effort  to"  estab- 
lish an  official  relation,  once  more,  with  the 
Turkish  government.  It  is  idle  for  us  to 
dream  of  various  enterprises  in  Palestine,  and 
-to  appeal  to  our  people  for  assistance  for  such 
enterprises,  when  at  any  moment  the  govern- 
ment may  place  all  our  work  in  jeopardy. 
There  is  such  a  thing  as  foolish  courage ;  and 
it  is  foolish  courage  to  say  that  we  should 
«cnd  our  people  over  to  Palestine,  and  establish 
industries  over  there,  at  the  risk  of  complete 
annihilation  if  the  Sultan  alters  his  present 
benevolent  disposition.  It  is  true,  a  conces- 
sion is  nothing  more  than  a  license,  revocable 
at  will,  but  a  concession  has  the  value  of 
legality,  which  is  always  an  asset  in  the  diplo- 
matic world. 

Our  Jaffa  correspondent,  a  reliable  and  cau- 
tious Zionist,  reports  that  many  of  our  peo- 
ple are  leaving  Palestine  for  lack  of  industrial 
openings.  The  tax  upon  crops  is  a  heavy  bur- 
den. The  repugnance  of  the  governmental 
officials  for  industrial  progress  is  a  serious 
handicap.  The  consequences  of  these  restric- 
tions is  a  lack  of  faith  in  the  future  of  per- 
sonal ventures.     Practical  work,  without  the 


bolstering  influence  of  direct  political  negotia- 
tions is  bound,  in  time,  to  result  in  comply 
stagnation  and  retrogression. 

This  is  not  a  move  that  in  any  way  affects 
practical  work  for  the  worse.  On  the  contrary, 
it  must  produce  that  confidence,  which  we  now 
lack,  though  so  many  of  us  are  quite  enthusias- 
tic and  zealous  in  our  desire  to  do  something 
at  once.  It  is  wisely  precautionary,  and  as  a 
measure  of  this  sort,  should  be  received  with 
the  approval  of  all  Zionists.  And  above  all,  it 
should  be  remembered,  that  should  Herr 
Wolffsohn  succeed,  in  whatever  respect,  only 
the  externalties  of  our  movement  will  be  af- 
fected, and  our  duty  will  still  continue  to  be 
in  the  direction  of  awakening  the  conscious- 
ness of  the  Jewish  people  of  their  national  fu- 
ture. 


THE  SITUATION  IN  NEW  YORK. 

The  condition  of  Zionism  in  New  York  has 
been  variously  diagnosed  in  times  past,  and 
there  has  been  no  end  of  reasons  given  for 
the  weakness  of  our  organization  in  what  is 
actually  the  largest  Jewish  center  in  the  world. 
At  one  time,  when  dissatisfied  persons  wanted 
to  have  something  to  denounce  as  the  cause  of 
their  own  failure,  the  Federation  was  said  to  be 
to  blame  for  disorganization,  distrust,  and  gen- 
eral apathy.  When  the  Federation  had  finally 
convinced  the  critics  of  its  good  faith,  then 
it  was  said  that  Zionism  was  weak  because  we 
had  no  Yiddish  press.  Now  that  the  Federa- 
tion has  been  making  headway  in  that  direc- 
tion, and  a  fund  is  being  collected  for  a  Yid- 
dish paper,  there  are  still  many  who  ascribe 
our'  failure  to  the  inability  of  the  Federation  to 
affiliate  the  Russian  contingent,  although  the 
facts  show  that  we  do  have  with  us  a  large 
proportion  of  the  energetic  workers  among  ^ 
that  element,  and  numerous  additional  recruits 
are  reported. 

The  truth  is  that  Zionists  are  timid  and  ig- 
norant of  the  first  rules  of  discipline  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  no  matter  how  ardent  they 
may  be  as  Zionists.  It  has  been  impossible  to 
maintain  an  efficient  organization  because  oar 
Zionists  have  never  given  the  right  sort  of  alle 
giance  to  the  central  authority.  The  maildates 
of  conventions  have  been  requdiated  by  or- 
ganized Zionists;  just  dues  have  been  refused; 
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and  local  or  petty  prejudice  have  been  kept 
alive  at  the  flame  of  true  Zionist  enthusiasm  un- 
til that  flame  itself  has  dwindled  and  been  ex- 
tinguished, in  many  cases.  It  has  been  impos- 
sible, also,  to  obtain  correct  information  of  ac- 
tivities, meetings  have  been  held  in  a  haphaz- 
ard, conflicting  manner,  and  the  societies  have 
looked  to  the  Federation  only  for  such  assist- 
ance as  they  saw  fit  to  demand,  never  for  one 
moment  giving  the  Federation  the  privilege  of 
forming  a  general  line  of  activity.  As  a  con- 
sequence of  this  disorder  the  organized  Zion- 
ists of  New  York  represent,  we  venture  to  say, 
an  insignificant  minority  of  the  Zionists  of  the 
metropolis,  and  there  are  hundreds  of  good 
Zionists  who  are  not  members  of  any  organi- 
zation. 

This  deplorable  state  of  aflPairs,  for  which 
no  one  man  nor  any  one  society  is  responsible, 
least  of  all  the  Federation  or  the  Council,  has 
led  to  the  appointment  by  the  secretary  of  a 
Central  Committee  of  Five,  into  whose  hands 
has  been  given  over  the  proper  re-organiza- 
tion of  New  York  Zionism.  The  appointment 
of  such  a  committee,  necessarily  a  committee  of 
action,  and  not  of  legislation,  is  a  regrettable 
necessity,  but  in  times  of  danger,  martial  law  is 
in  order,  and  rigorous  measures  are  impera- 
tive, although  the  principles  of  democracy  are 
thus,  for  the  time  being,  set  aside.  It  would 
have  been  much  better  if  no  such  committee 
were  necessary,  but  this  is  the  penalty  that 
must  be  paid  for  previous  sins  of  omission. 

The  Central  Committee,  however,  will  not  be 
able  to  do  much  if  it  will  not  receive  the  loyal 
support  of  all  those  who  are,  in  fact,  if  not 
legally,  the  leaders  of  the  movement  in  New 
York.  Their  work  will  fail,  if  these  leaders  do 
not  support  them  in  a  manner  worthy  of  faith- 
ful advocates  of  our  program.  The  Central 
Committee  must  have  a  body  of  men  and 
women  behind  it,  who  will  take  orders  in  no 
grudging,  or  jealous  spirit;  persons  who  will 
find  a  satisfaction  in  knowing  that  what  they 
are  asked  to  do  is  indeed  work  that  will  build 
up  the  cause  in  New  York,  and  who  will  stand 
by  pledges,  keep  faith,  be  sincere  in  their  ef- 
forts to  help  the  organization.  Men  will  be 
required  to  strengthen  societies  by  their  pres- 
ence and  co-operation ;  other  men  will  be  need- 
ed, who  will  put  themselves  at  the  command 
of  the  Committee  for  a  certain  number  of  ad- 


dresses each  month ;  other  men  will  be  asked  to- 
perform  specific  work,  and  our  younger  men 
will  be  asked  to  aid  in  creating  that  esprit  dr 
corps,  without  which  an  organization  must  lan- 
guish. In  New  York,  Zionism  ought  to  work 
in  scattered  relays,  but  with  a  deliberate  sub- 
division of  work,  and  a  readiness  to  transfer 
certain  enterprises  to  other  active  Zionists,  if 
it  is  known  that  they  will  do  the  work  better 
and  more  effectively. 

In  other  words,  the  Central  Committee 
hopes  to  establish  an  organization,  first  of  all, 
of  minute  men,  who  will  respond  to  the  calf 
at  a  moment's  notice ;  aiding  these  minute  men 
there  will  be  a  larger  body  of  men  and  women 
who  can  serve  only  at  stated  intervals,  but  of 
them  too  faithfulness,  promptness^  enthusiasm, 
will  be  demanded ;  and  beyond  this  second  cir- 
cle, we  hope  to  have  a  variety  of  ancillary 
groups  who  will  act  as  the  supporters  and  the 
executive  officers  of  any  enterprise  set  in  mo- 
tion by  the  minute-men,  the  other  leaders  or 
by  the  Central  Committee  itself 

If  such  a  movement  of  internal  regeneration 
can  be  maintained  for  this  winter,  it  is  hoped 
that  the  necessity  that  brought  the  Centrat 
Committee  into  existence  will  have  passed 
away,  and  in  its  stead  we  shall  have  a  Zionist 
organization  in  New  York  worthy  of  our  op- 
portunities. 


THE  STRENGTH  OF   THE  AMERICAN 
JEWISH  PRESS. 

The  American  Jewish  press  is  represented 
by  about  thirty  weekly  publications.  Eliminat- 
ing four  or  five  of  them,  situated  in  the  large 
cities  of  the  east,  they  present  a  spectacle  of 
weakness,  ignorance  and  pettiness  unequaled, 
we  believe,  anywhere  in  the  world.  In  a  num- 
ber of  instances,  the  editors  are  rabbis,  who 
bolster  up  their  popularity  with  a  continual 
harping  on  the  one  string  of  their  own  virtues 
and  renown.  Of  those  periodicals  not  edited  by 
rabbis,  you  will  find  an  advertising  agent, 
who,  on  the  strength  of  representing  the  Jew- 
ish people,  is  able  to  maintain  his  advertising 
business.  But  in  all  cases,  the  amount  of 
original  matter  is  limited  to  the  social  col- 
umns, which  are  the  main  feature  of  each 
issue,  and  to  editorial  vagaries. 

The  rabbi-editor  is  generaly  a  man  who  sees 
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no  further  than  the  first  three  rows  of  seats 
in  his  own  temple.  The  great  world  of  Jewry 
is  an  unknown  country,  which'  he  hopes  and 
trusts  he  shall  never  be  asked  to  visit  It  suf- 
fic%6  for  him  if  he  can  use  the  influence  of 
his  paper  to  keep  his  name  in  type,  and  to  im- 
press his  {Congregation  with  the  power  of  the 
press.  He  is  not  averse  to  stealing  matter 
from  whatever  source  he  has  at  hand,  and 
tisually  his  exchanges  are  sufficient  for  his 
needs.  To  pay  for  articles  is  contrary  to  the 
idea  of  his  mission.  Masked  by  the  editorial 
**we,"  he  prowls  about  like  a  thief,  using  the 
scissors  as  a  pickpocket  uses  his  fingers.  The 
more  enterprising  papers  may  spend  their  mone\ 
for  special  correspondence,  for  special  articles, 
for  stories;  but  that  does  not  trouble  him;  he 
appropriates,  and  probably  will  continue  to 
appropriate  to  the  end  of  his  days,  salving 
his  conscieiKe  occasionally  by  transferring 
the  property  rights  in  the  articles  he  steals 
to  the  omniscient  "exchange."  Should  he,  by 
accident  of  fortune  come  into  possession  of  an 
article  which  has  never  before  seen  the  light 
of  day,  and  should  an  "esteemed"  contempor- 
ary steal  it  from  him,  his  anger  knows  no 
bounds,  and  an  abject  apology  on  bended 
knees,  in  scare-head  type,  is  the  only  thing 
that  will  satisfy  the  injury. 

A  few  years  ago,  the  Federation  saw  a  let- 
ter from  Palestine  in  one  of  these  pirate 
sheets — not  edited  by  a  rabbi,  but  by  an  enter- 
prising advertising  agent.  The  letter  was  in- 
te-esting,  but  had  not  been  edited ;  names  were 
mis-spelled,  and  the  sentences  were  garbled; 
the  Federation  had  the  letter  re-written  and 
sent  out  to  all  the  Jewish  papers.  A  good 
Jewish  weekly  published  in  Baltimore,  used 
the  letter,  and  according  to  its  custom,  gave 
the  Federation  credit  for  it.  The  howl  raised 
by  the  pirate  sheet  was  heard  from  New  Or- 
leans to  Boston ;  an  apology  was  first  demand- 
ed of  the  Baltimore  paper;  letters  were  writ- 
ten right  and  left,  until  the  explanation,  which 
did  not  appease  anger,  was  sent  by  the  respon- 
sible party.  This  same  weekly  had  for  years 
stolen,  with  or  without  credit,  for  it  does  not 
matter,  stories  and  articles  as  if  there  were 
no  moral  law  aside  from  the  copyright  law. 

Then,  the  complaint  is  made  that  there  arc 
no  Jewish  journalists   in  this  country.     Is  it 


possible  for  a  man  to  devote  himself  to  Jew- 
ish journalism  as  a  career,  if  all  his  matter  is 
subjected  to  the  law  of  the  scissor,  and  if 
the  paper  that  does  pay  him  is  not  protected 
unless  it  takes  the  precaution'  of  copyrighting 
every  article  in  its  issue?  A  man  writing  for 
a  press  bureau  obtains  syndicate  rates;  a  Jew- 
ish journalist  writes  for  a  syndicate,  but  re- 
ceives only  the  rates  of  one  paper. 

With  the  advertising  agent  turned  pub- 
lisher, we  have  nothing  to  do.  They  are,  as  a 
class,  capable  of  only  the  lowest  form  of 
intelligence.  But  those  journals  edited  by 
rabbis  are  amenable  to  public  criticism  and  re- 
buke. The  rabbi-business  man  is  not  an  un- 
known figure  in  Jewish  life ;  but  when  he  goes 
into  business  we  have  a  right  to  expect  from 
hini  at  least  respect  for  the  property  rights  of 
other  people,  and  when  he  fills  up  his  paper 
at  the  expense  of  other  journals,  he  is  doubly 
censurable.  It  is  the  duty  of  those  few  publi 
cations  that  abide  by  the  ordinary  rules  of 
journalism,  to  expose  and  openly  condemn  the 
pirate  rabbi-editors,  and  protest  whenever  the 
property  stolen  is  theirs. 

The  Macc ABAKAN  has  seen  its  stories  chpped 
and  republished  by  these  pirates,  month  after 
month.  And  so  stupid  have  some  of  them 
been,  that  stories  reprinted  by  request,  have 
often  been  stolen  twi«ce  by  the  same  papers, 
without  a  glimmer  of  memory  as  to  their  pre- 
vious larcenies.  We  take  this  opportunity  to 
protest.  The  stories  and  articles  in  this  paper, 
not  given  out  by  their  authors  for  general  pub- 
lication, are  by  right  of  ownership,  ours 
Whoever  reprints  them,  even  with  credit,  has 
taken  something  from  us,  against  our  wishes, 
and  without  compensation.  The  copyright  law 
cannot  overrule  the  moral  law.  A  thief  who 
purloins  a  coat  does  not  atone  for  his  sin  by 
proclaiming  the  name  of  the  owner  of  the  coat 


THE  MACCABAEAN  SPIRIT. 
To  us  the  Maccabaeans  symbolize  not  only 
the  spirit  of  political  revolt,  but  also  the 
larger  virtue,  that  of  asserting  the  right  to 
one's  own  individuality.  The  Maccabaeans 
fought  not  only  for  release  from  governmental 
subjection,  but  also  for  the  destruction  of  the 
Greek  influence  in  Jewish  life.  The  victory  at 
Emmeaus  was  as  well  a  menace  to  Hellenizcd 
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Jews,  as  a  defeat  of  the  Syrian  forces. 

As  Jews  who  know  the  history  of  the  coun- 
try of  which  we  are  a  part,  we  know  what  it 
means  to  be  ruled  from  above  by  some  distant 
potentate  whose  power  is  the  force  of  arms, 
■for  it  was  against  that  sort  of  subjection  that 
the  revolutionary  fathers  fought  until  they  had 
^established  the  free  republic  No  taxation 
i^ithout  representation  is  the  basic  principle 
of  demoicracy.  The  power  of  kings  or  of 
predatory  states,  as  rulers  of  the  destinies  of 
any  other  nation,  was  thus  early  repudiated  by 
the  Americans,  in  whom  was  fostered  the 
spirit  of  freedom  by  the  very  air  they  breathed. 
The  roughness  and  wildness  of  nature,  to 
overcome  which  life  had  to  be  risked,  inspired 
the  pioneers  with  a  just  appreciation  df  the 
Tights  of  the  individual,  who  clearly  was  en- 
titled to  a  voice  in  the  political  forces  that 
were  to  rule  him.  Where  men  come  into  di- 
Tect  contact  with  nature,  the  artifice  of 
autocracy  can  have  no  place. 

The  Maccabaean  revolt  was  not,  however, 
merely  a  struggle  to  regain  political  independ- 
ence. It  was  also  the  gage  thrown  down  to 
the  invidious  Greek  culture  which  was  sap- 
ping Jewish  life.  Hellenism  was  then  no  mere 
phrase,  as  it  has  recently  become  in  the 
mouths  of  esthetic! ans ;  it  was  an  ever-persis- 
tent influence  in  life.  Read  Josephus  if  you 
want  to  see  how  completely  Greek  ideas  had 
"begun  to  rule  in  Jewish  centers.  The  Jew 
•despised  the  tax-gatherer;  held  the  Syrian  sol- 
diery in  contempt;  but  he  had  not  the  inner 
strength  to  resist  the  appeal  of  the  Greek 
school,  the  Greek  philosophy,  the  Greek  idea 
•of  beauty,  which  meant  the  complete  abandon- 
ment of  the  steady  virtues  for  which  the  Jew- 
ish idealists  stood.  The  antagonism  of  the 
two  cultures  was  the  opposition  of  conflicting 
ideals.  Both  ideals  could  not  remain  in  the 
same  field;  the  one  was  bound  to  destroy  the 
other.  The  Semitic  idea  of  righteousness,  of 
purity,  of  family  virtue,  of  just  dealing  be- 
tween man  and  man,  of  the  recognition  of 
one  God,  the  Father  of  all,  as  the  arbiter  of 
our  destinies,  was  opposed  by  that  specious 
notion  that  beauty  is  the  aim  of  life,  and  that 
beauty  and  art  need  not  recognize  righteous- 
ness or  morality.  The  Greeks  were  the  Epi- 
cureans,   who    masked    decadent    morals    by 


suave  sophistry.  This  was  the  deadly  foe 
against  which  the  Maccabaeans  took  up  arms. 
It  was  a  call  to  the  Hellenistic  Jews  to  aban- 
don the  way  of  evil  and  rally  'round  the  flag 
of  Jewish  ideals.  It  was  an  attempt  to  destroy 
an  inner  parasitic  foe,  whose  outer  semblance 
was  the  political  power. 


SECTARIAN  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS. 

Every  year  about  Chanuka  time  the  Ameri- 
can Jewish  people  are  reminded  that  they  are 
living  in  a  Christian  country.  Repeated  les- 
sons to  that  effect  seem  to  have  made  no  deep 
impression.  It  is  argued  that  there  is  no 
Christianity  in  the  constitution,  therefore  there 
can  be  no  religion  in  American  public  Hfrf  It 
is  not  necessary,  however,  to  write  prejudices, 
sectarianism,  bigotry,  into  the  statute  books, 
nor  does  their  absence  warrant  the  inference 
that  they  are  not  actually  characteristic  of 
American  life.  The  Americans  are  Christians" 
by  a  large  majority,  and  it  would  be  folly  to 
imagine  that  they  will  keep  their  religious 
ideas  out  of  ciA^Q^ife  in  order  to  be  consistent 
with  principles  stated  by  the  revolutionary 
fathers,  whose  influence  is,  to  a  large  degree, 
dead  and  gone. 

On  every  side,  the  importance  of  inculcat- 
ing religious  and  moral  ideas  ^  into  the  chil- 
dren is  being  recognized.  Ethical  culture  lead- 
ers, as  well  as  priests  and  rabbis,  have  agreed 
that  there,  should  be  some  sort  of  religious 
education  in  the  public  schools.  It  is  felt  that 
a  large  and  important  institution  is  being 
wasted  only  on  secular  instruction,  when  this 
same  machinery  could  be  employed  to  lead  the 
children  Godward.  The  debates  have  centered 
only  on  the  question,  how  much  religion  shall 
be  taught.  When  the  discussion  has  arrived 
that  far,  it  is  idle  to  expect  a  decision  in  any 
other  way  but  by  an  appeal  to  the  majority,  and 
the  majority  is  Christian.  The  Jews  them- 
selves have  abandoned  the  theory  of  the  sep- 
aration of  Church  and  State,  forgetting,  in 
their  zeal  to  appear  in  the  van  of  progress, 
that  the  existence  of  the  Jews,  as  a  minority 
religion,  depends  upon  their  steady  adherence 
to  the  old  tradition  of  American  politics,  that 
religion  and  the  state  should  never  mingle. 
After  rabbis  have  declared  that  the  public 
schools  should  have  religious  subjects  in  their 
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courses,  as  has  been  done  in  New  York,  is  it 
not  idle  to  raise  a  protest  every  Christmas 
season  against  the  singing  of  carols,  and  holi- 
day docorations?  One  rabbi  has  advanced  the 
plan  of  having  certain  hours  set  aside  for  the 
teaching  of  religious  groups  and  taught  by 
ministers  of  their  own  faith.  Once  admit  that 
any  religion  may  be  taught  in  the  public 
schools,  and  you  cannot  resist  the  demand  that 
all  of  religion  should  be  taught  there. 

This  conflict,  which  is  bound  to  become 
more  earnest  from  year  to  ^ear,  is  inevitable. 
It  is  simply  one  of  the  slight  irritations  and 
discomforts  the  Jews  must  undergo  while  in 
the  lands  of  their  exile.  As  Goluth  children, 
their  dffspring  must  listen  patiently  to  the 
singing  of  hymns  in  praise  of  the  Christian 
Saviour,  and  they  must,  without  complaint, 
*  become  inoculated  with  the  virus  of  non-Jew- 
ish doctrine.  If  you  wish  to  end  this  abnor- 
mal condition,  the  remedy  is  in  their  own 
hands.  An  appeal  to  American  flrst  principles 
is  now  too  latc^i^^; 

THE   BJN 
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stead  they  have  broken.it  up  into  fragments, 
thinking  to  attract  the  Jewish  people  to  thi» 
or  that  benefaction.  The  Jewish  people  refuse 
to  move  on  behalf  of  individual  petty  difficul- 
ties. Unless  they  are  made  to  see  that  all 
the  physical  ills  of  the  Jews  are  due  to  one 
great  evil,  they  will  pass  by  the  contribution 
box  with  the  remark:  "How  docs  this  con- 
cern me?" 

In  other  words,  the  leaders  of  the  bankrupt 
charity  have  frittered  away  their  inheritance, 
have  lost  the  ideal,  the  largest  aspect  of  the 
questions  with  which  they  are  dealing,  and 
have  become  mere  grubbers  in  the  field  of 
charitable  relief.  Having  erected  a  theory  of 
Jewish  silence  as  to  actual  conditions,  having: 
decided  to  act  on  a  theory  into  which  the 
Jewish  question  was  to  be  compressed,  hav- 
ing eliminated  the  right  of  the  people  to  a 
voice  in  the  large  affairs  of  Jewish  interest, 
they  now  find,  after  twenty  years  of  experi- 
ence in  Jewish  affairs  that  the  people  do  not 


,  ^  jSupport   them.      As   a   result,   in    New   York 

l^^Mthere  are  not  more  than  five  thousand  families 

.>2u  "^^^  support  the  chain  of  institutions  known 

...     .         ^      .  .      ^     .         .L  ^  *L     T     •  L  ^  aj»  Jewish  charity.    The  American  Jewish  com- 
We  do  not  rejoice  to  hear  that  the  Jewish 


charities  of  this  country  and  England  are  in 
difiiculties.  Charity  is  the  only  conceivable 
expedient  for  the  relief  of  a  large  number  of 
chronic  ailments  of  the  Jewish  people.  It  does 
relieve  immediate  want,  it  does  alleviate  the 
condition  of  the  few  individuals  it  reaches. 

The  fact  is,  however,  that  Jewish  char- 
ity is  the  affair  of  a  few  persons  who  have,  by 
constant  refusal  to  treat  the  Jewish  question 
in  a  natural  way,  estranged  the  organization  of 
charity  from  the  Jewish  people.  We  do  not 
allude  to  the  charity  which  has  no  official 
machinery,  but  to  the  charity  that  has  created 
the  organizations  of  scientific  philanthropy.  By 
refusing  to  treat  the  Jewish  question  in  a 
normal  way,  by  hiding  the  facts  from  their 
constituencies,  by  a  constant  desire  to  claim 
for  charity  more  than  it  is  entitled  to,  and 
by  the  refusal  to  admit  the  Jewish  people  to 
its  councils,  they  have  succeeded  in  erecting 
a  massive  edifice  without  a  foundation. 

They  have  not  sought  to  understand  that 
the  Jewish  problem  is  one  and  indivisible.    In- 


mittee  which  could  have  appealed  to  all  con- 
scious Jews  is  now  an  affair  of  a  coterie  of 
well-meaning  gentlemen  who  are  wondering 
why  they  are  unable  to  obtain  the  confidence 
of  the  Jewish  people.  The  Baron  de  Hirsch 
fund,  which  was  the  legacy  of  a  large-minded 
Jewish  philanthropist  to  the  Jewish  people,  has 
become  the  weapon  of  irresponsible  managers^ 
who  act  as  if  they  were  suffering  from  mental 
paralysis.  The  fund,  which  was  projected  as 
a  relief  to  Jews  in  time  of  suffering,  has  be- 
come the  agency  for  the  suppression  of  candor, 
the  defense  of  malfeasants  in  office,  and  the 
general  distrust  of  the  Jewish  people. 

It  is  small  wonder  that  such  methods  lead 
to  bankruptcy.  Even  if  their  coffers  were 
filled,  they  would  nevertheless  be  bankrupt 
No  matter  how  much  money  the  Hirsch  trus- 
tees may  possess,  the  use  of  it  to  corrupt 
journalism,  to  foster  inefficiency,  to  crush  Jew- 
ish life  into  the  mold  of  prejudiced  theories, 
would  suffice  to  brand  it  as  bankrupt;  it  is  tm- 
able  and  unwilling  to  pay  its  debts  to  the 
Jewish  people. 
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The  News  Prom  Zion 

(From  Our  Correspondent) 


Jaffa,  October  30.— The  Local  Government 
authorities  are  complaining  of  the  alleged  dis- 
loyal attitude  of  our  Zionist  and  literary 
friends  living  in  Jaffa  and  the  Colonies.  And 
they  are,  it  seems  to  me,  justified  in  their 
complaints. 

There  is  a  law  forbidding  the  staging  of 
dramas  without  the  government's  permission, 
and  this  law  is  repeatedly  broken  by  our 
friends.  On  one  occasion  they  make  a  false 
declaration  that  only  children  were  to  act  be- 
fore children,  and  when  the  Governor  sent  his 
representatives  they  found  it  untrue,  so  that 
the  entire  gathering  had  to  be  dispersed  by 
the  police.  On  another  occasion,  no  permis- 
sion was  asked  at  all,  and  after  an  hour's  act- 
ing, the  spectators  had  to  leave  the  so-called 
theatre  in  shame.  This  thoughtless  attitude 
of  our  friends,  and  most  of  them  are  warm 
Russian  Zionists,  is  causing  much  trouble,  and 
we  are  losing  the  consideration  of  the  govern- 
ment. Moreover,  the  Chovevi  Zionist  represen- 
tatives and  those  of  the  Information  Bureau, 
Dr.  Nissin  and  Mr.  Schenkin,  are  doing  noth- 
ing to  hinder  these  disgraceful  acts.  If  the 
government  does  not  allow  a  performance, 
there  should  be  no  playgoers.  If  one  comes 
to  live  in  Palestine,  he  must  not  yearn  for 
theatres  and  music  halls.  We  live  here  in 
absolute  liberty,  and  are  exempt  from  all  taxes 
and  rates.  (I  mean,  as  foreign  subjects)  and 
we  should,  on  every  occasion,  show  the  govern- 
ment how  grateful  we  are  for  their  civility. 
But  it  is  difficult,  very  difficult,  to  convince 
our  Russian  friends;  they  care  not  a  jot  for 
the  consequences  of  their  obstinate  desires. 

It  is  estimated  that  more  than  200  families 
have  left  Palestine  since  Succoth.  The  condi- 
tions here  as  compared  to  last  year  have  cer- 
tainly not  improved.  There  is  no  more  im- 
migration, and  those  who  have  remained  here 
can  find  labor  only  with  great  difficulty.  The 
conditions    in    the    towns    especially   are    bad. 


There  are  more  shops  than  buyers,  and  the 
pale  of  settlement  has  become  so  congested 
that  high  prices  rule  everything.  In  Jerusa- 
lem a  committee  has  been  formed  to  control 
the  price  of  flour,  and  to  provide  food  com- 
modities for  the  poor  at  nominal  prices. 

Unfortunately,  there  are  many  in  the  Holy 
City  who  make  capital  out  of  a  general  depres- 
sion, by  such  means  as  sending  out  telegrams 
abroad  that  people  are  starving  for  want  of 
food  and  water.  Of  course,  such  announce- 
ments should  always  be  received  with  caution 
by  our  friends  abroad,  as  first,  it  is  far  from 
true,  and  second  if  money  were  sent,  it  should 
not  be  remitted  to  the  senders  of  such  tele- 
grams. 

The  Society  "Achuzath  Bahin,"  which  con- 
sists of  60  members,  has  not  yet  pitched  upon 
the  plot  of  land  required  for  building  its 
houses.  It  is  thought,  however,  that  a  plot  is 
to  be  selected  just  outside  Jaffa  northwards, 
not  far  from  one  of  the  Jewish  quarters  called 
**Neveh  Zedek."  This  society  has  obtained 
from  the  National  Fund  a  loan  of  300,000 
francs.  The  terms  are  as  follows:  Houses 
are  to  cost  from  five  to  ten  thousand  francs. 
Five  hundred  to  a  thousand  francs  are  to  be 
paid  now,  and  the  remainder  to  be  paid  in  in- 
stalments during  a  period  of  18  years. 

The  orange  season  has  now  opened.  The 
Society  Pardess  is  now  employing  several 
hundred  Jewish  laborers  in  the  cutting  and 
packing  of  this  fruit.  There  is  a  special  Eng- 
lish line  called  The  Prince  Line,  that  comes 
regularly  to  ship  them  to  Liverpool.  Petacb 
Tikvah  is  now  the  seat  of  Jewish  activity.  I 
mean  as  far  as  cultivation  is  concerned,  and 
this  is  due  to  the  orange  plantations  there. 


THE  FIRST  RAINFALL. 

It  rains !     It  rains ! !     And  no  wonder  the 

first  drops  of  water  are  hailed  with  joy  and 

thanksgiving.      For    over    eight    months    the 

summer   heat   had   enfeebled   our   bodies,   the 
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feverish  traces  of  which  are  still  perceptible 
in  our  faces. 

And  not  only  man — the  soil,  too,  receives 
the  first  drops  of  rain  in  its  deep  loving 
embrace.  How  the  cisterns  of  Jerusalem  now 
ripple  with  satisfaction  at  being  able  to  bathe 
the  unwashed  faces  of  the  school  girls,  a 
pleasure  denied  them  so  long  by  the  sum- 
mer heat  (especiall;^  during  this  summer). 
How  nature's  scene  changes  almost  spontan- 
eously. The  sands  are  hot  and  exhaust  the 
strength  of  the  passersby,  the  fields  present 
a  yellow  aspect,  and  indicate  their  thirst  for 
water;  the  brooks,  streams  and  rivulets  are 
completely  dried  up  and  the  colonists  with 
folded  arms,  idly  walk  about  the  village  or 
visit  the  town.  This  dormant  state  of  the 
country  is  suddenly  changed  by  the  over- 
clouded skies  and  the  roar  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean. Soon  there  is  not  a  cloudless  spot 
in  the  skies,  torrents  of  rain  pour  down, 
combined  with  thundering  and  streaks  of 
lightning.  The  sand  hardens,  the  hardened 
lime  softens,  and  the  rushing  water  through 
the  lanes  forms  slums,  ditches  and  dirty 
streams. 

For  days  after  the  deluge  one  treads  in 
mud,  and  in  some  places  carriages  cannot 
pass. 

The  soil  is  drenched,  and  the  fields  present 
a  beautiful  aspect.  The  fruit  trees  receive 
a  good  cleansing  and  the  leaves  being  cleansed 
of  the  stmimer  dust  appear  green  and  fre^h. 
The  orange  groves  especially  although  they 
are  kept  artificially  watered  throughout  the 
summer,  nevertheless  assume  a  livelier  garb. 
The  oranges  sweeten  after  the  first  rainfall 
and  turn  yellow.  Torrents  of  rain  fall  down 
the  slopes  of  Mount  Tabor  and  fill  the  Kishon. 
The  rivers  flow  onward  receiving  a  stimulus 
from  the  Carmel  and  the  Mountains  of  Safed. 
The  colonists  who  till  now  had  nothing  to  do, 
again  proceed  to  the  vineyard  and  begin  the 
trimming  and  dressing  of  the  vines.  The 
Fellahin  plough  and  sow  the  winter  crops 
and  the  cows  give  plenty  of  milk.  The  fever 
garb  of  summer  is  removed  and  the  general 
standard  of  health  is  improved.  The  atmo- 
sphere cleansed  by  the  rainfall  becomes  trans- 
parent blue,  and  the  air  is  filled  With  the 
fragrance  of  the  orange  and  the  winter  rose. 


DR,    CASTER    ON   PRACTICAL    WORK. 


A  meeting  of  the  Association  of  East  Lon- 
don Zionists  was  held  at  he  Jewish  Working: 
Men's  Club,  on  Saturday  evening,  November  2, 
when  the  Rev.  Dr.  Caster  delivered  an  address 
on  the  Eighth  Zionist  Congress. 

Dr  Caster  said  that  a  new  chapter  had  been 
opened  at  the  last  Zionist  Congress.  They  had 
suffered  to  a  certain  extent  from  the  movement 
by  which  Zionism  had  been  diverted  from  its 
proper  course,  and  new  projects  had  been  set 
before  them  with  the  idea  of  telling  them  that 
this  was  preparatory  work  to  the  realization 
of  the  Zionist  ideal.  One  thing  he  was  sure 
the  Congress  had-  settled,  and  that  was  that,  as 
they  were  the  chosen  people,  so  Palestine  was 
the  chosen  land.  Practical  work  in  Palestine 
had  been  one  of  the  first  items  placed  on  their 
program,  and  this  was  done  to  save  the  move* 
ment  from  shipwreck.  Political  Zionism  had 
been  given  up.  As  practical  men  it  was  their 
duty  to  do  work  that  lay  most  conveniently  to 
their  hands,  and  the  Congress  had  decided  to 
tolerate  no  longer  possible  ventures,  but  to 
work  for  Palestine  only,  so  as  to  make  it  an 
independent  and  legally  secured  home.  Now 
that  the  bogey  of  political  Zionism  had  been 
exploded,  he  would  like  to  know  of  any  body 
that  would  refuse  to  co-operate  in  practical 
work  in  Palestine.  Zionism  had  proved  that 
the  Jews  were  an  element  of  strength  to  the 
land.  During  his  visit  to  the  Holy  Land  it  had 
been  his  privilege  and  pleasure  to  pay  his  re- 
spects to  the  authorities,  and  he  expressed  his 
gratitude  for  the  absolute  freedom  which  the 
Jews  enjoyed  under  the  sway  of  the  Sultaa 
He  had  been  told  that  Zionism  was  forbidden 
in  Palestine.  He  gave  that  statement  the  lie 
direct.  What  was  forbidden  in  Turkey  was 
the  formation  of  any  society  that  had  politi- 
cal aims.  But  Zionism  was  not  a  political  so- 
ciety as  it  was  understood  in  Turkey.  They 
did  not  aim  at  any  revolutionary  propaganda 
to  weaken  the  Government.  He  urged  Zion- 
ists to  stand  by  the  leaders  of  the  movement, 
and  see  that  the  decisions  of  the  Congress  were 
carried  out,  and  that  their  money  was  used 
solely  to  establish  a  Jewish  home  in  Pales- 
tine. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


TBB  MACCABAEAN. 


257 


Death  of  Mme.  Herzl 


Zionists  tfee  world  over  will  be  shocked  to 
read  of  the  death  of  the  widow  of  Theodore 
Herzl.  Though  at  no  time  during  the  life  of 
her  husband,  a  fco-worker  in  our  movement, 
since  his  death  she  has  expressed  sentiments 
and  deep  interest  in  the  success  of  the  move- 
ment which  was  so  dear  to  her  beloved  hus- 
band. Zionists  have  a  peculiar  affection  for 
every  person  whom  their  lamented  leader  loved, 
and  for  that  reason,  in  addition  to  the  know- 
ledge they  have  of  her  forbearance  with  Theo- 
dor  Herzl,  in  his  unboimded  devotion  to 
Zionism,  the  death  of  Mme.  Herzl  produces 
poignant  reflections.  We  reprint  the  despatch 
annout>cing  her  death,  as  well  as  a  statement 
from  the  Jewish  Chronicle  as  to  her  last  ill- 
ness: 

Vienna,  November  15. — Madame  Julia 
Herzl,  widow  of  Theodor  Herzl,  passed  away 
on  November  10  in  Alt-Aussee,  in  her  thirty- 
eighth  year.  Madame  Herzl  suffered  for  some 
time  from  heart  trouble,  but  it  was  generally 
believed  that  the  medical  treatment  she  re^ 
cived  had  practically  restored  her  health. 
Madam  Herzl,  whose  maiden  name  was  Julia 
Naschauer,  was  deeply  interested  in  Dr. 
Herzl's  literary  work,  and  finally  also  in  his 
work  for  the  Zionist  movement. 

"A  keen  pathos,"  says  the  Jewish  Chron- 
icle, "is  added  to  the  death  of  Frau  Herzl  in 
the  fact  that  her  only  son,  Hans,  who  is  at 
school  in  England,  was  unable  to  reach  her 
while  she  was  yet  alive,  he  having  contracted 
a  very  severe  chill  about  a  fortnight  ago,  and 
kept  to  his  bed  by  the  doctor's  order.  Towards 
the  middle  of  last  week  he  was"  (Convalescent, 
and  was  sent  to  Brighton  to  recuperate. 


The  final  touch  of  modernity  is  reported 
to  have  been  put  to  latter  day  Jerusalem  by 
the  introduction  of  the  motor-omnibus.  Ac- 
cording to  the  Yorkshire  Post  a  service  of 
these  'buses  is  shortly  to  be  inaugurated 
between  Jerusalem  and  Bethlehem.  This, 
however,  will  only  be  the  fore-runner  of 
other  services,  chief  among  which  will  be 
those  from  Jaffa  and  Jerusalem,  Jerusalem 
and  Jericho,  and  Jericho  and  Jordan. 


DR.     PHILIPPSON    AGAINST    THE 
ALUANCE. 

Professor  Martin  Philippson  the  well-known 
Jewish  historian,  has  criticised  the  Alliance 
Israelite  Universelle  in  his  latest  work, 
"Neuests  Geschicte  des  Judischen  Volkes." 
He  directs  his  criticism  against  the  French 
character  of  the  Alliance  and  against  French 
politics,  which  it  is  introducing  in  the  Orient 
The  Paris  Central  Committee  and  the  German 
Committee  have  issued  statements  denying 
Dr.  Philippson's  accusations.  Dr.  Philippson, 
of  course,  took  up  the  Alliance  in  a  strong 
answer  to  these  statements.  Although  this 
quarrel  is  to  be  deplored,  it  is  well  that  the 
Alliance  has  at  last  been  treated  by  a  com- 
petent man  in  an  objective  historical  work. 
Taking  into  consideration  the  activities  of  the 
Alliance  in  ntunerous  instances  in  the  past,  it 
must  be  admitted  that  its  recent  tendency, 
which  may  have  been  wise  and  significant  in 
the  past  is  antiquated  to-day,  and  not  only  fails 
to  do  any  good  to  those  assisted  by  the  Al- 
liance, but  even  leads  to  positive  harm. 


AUSTRIAN  ZIONIST  STUDENTS  DEM^ 
ONSTRATE  AGAINST  ARNOLD, 

Vienna,  November  5.— A  great  nmnber  of 
Zionist  students  made  a  demonstration  on 
October  31  against  Professor  Arnold,  who  was 
to  deliver  a  lecture  on  German  literature  in 
the  lecture  hall  of  the  University.  As  Dr. 
Arnold  came  over  to  the  table,  he  found 
there  a  clipping  from  the  Jiidische  Zeitung, 
containing  a  quotation  from  his  book  on  "The 
Modem  Drama,"  in  which  he  spoke  deprecat- 
ingly  of  "the  discoverers  and  impressarios  of 
so-called  Zionism,  Theodore  Herzl  and  Max 
Nordau."  The  newspaper  commented  upon 
the  book,  condemning  it,  and  pointing  out  that 
Professor  Arnold  was  a  (converted  Jew  and 
that  his  real  name  was  Lewisohn.  As  soon  as 
Dr.  Arnold  began  to  speak  the  Zionists  hissed 
and  whistled.  Professor  Arnold  made  another 
attempt  to  go  on  with  his  lecture,  but  the  audi- 
ence continued  to  disturb  him  and  demanded 
that  he  apologize  for  his  attack  on  Herzl  and 
Nordau.  Professor  Arnold  finall^r  left  the  hall 
amidst  hisses. 
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Dr.  Nordau  and  G.  Bernard  Shaw 


The  Neue  Freie  Presse  publishes  an  open 
letter  from  Dr.  Max  Nordau  to  Mr.  G.  Ber- 
nard Shaw,  who,  in  an  article  in  the  fort- 
nightly review  Mars,  had  violently  attacked 
Dr.  Nordau,  claiming  to  have  demolished  the 
author  of  "Degeneration"  twelve  years  pre- 
viously. Dr.  Nordau  repudiates  the  "deipoli- 
tion,"  and  humorously  upbraids  Mr.  Shaw  for 
not  having  informed  him  of  the  annihilation. 
He  goes  on  to  rebuke  the  English  dramatist 
for  certain  anti-Semite  expressions  used  in  his 
article. 

He  writes : 

"You  begin  by  calling  me  'one  of  those  re- 
markable cosmopolitan  Jews  who  combat  mod- 
ern civilization,'  and  you  repeat  a  little  later 
that  I  'attack  civilization,'  and  also  speak  a 
second  time  of  the  *rev^olutionary  atmosphere 
of  Jewish  cosmopolitanism.'  I  do  not  pretend 
to  understand  what  a  'revolutionary  atmos- 
phere' is,  more  especially  not  'the  revolutionary 
atmosphere  of  Jewish  cosmopolitanism.'  The 
meaning  of  this  inconsequential  phraseology  is 
your  secret.  I  do  understand,  however,  that 
you  seek  at  the  very  outset  to  make  capital 
out  of  my  origin  for  the  benofi.  of  the  count- 
less enemies  of  the  Jews.  You  were  obviously 
so  vividly  conscifHis  of  the  weakness  of  your 
other  attacks  that  you  sought  to  strengthen 
them  a  little  with  the  always  effective  anti- 
Semitism.  But  if  you  make  a  start  with  anti- 
Semitism  why  so  mildly?  Houston  Stuart 
Chamberlain  will  smile  contemptuously  at  you 
and  your  modest  captatio  malevolentioe.  A 
French  pornographer,  who  has  since  died,  be- 
gan some  years  ago  in  the  Paris  Odeon  one  of 
those  performances  which  used  to  precede  the 
matinees  of  classical  pieces,  with  the  words : 
'Max  Nordau,  a  Ghetto  refugee,  who  has 
writted  in  Jiidisch  jargon  a  book  *'Degenera- 
tion."*  That  was  a  bit  better,  even  though 
it  brought  the  speaker  interruptions  which 
were  not  flattering.  Cornelius  Gurlitt  proved 
in  an  essay  with  a  profesional  seriousness 
which  you,  my  good  Mr.  Shaw,  will  never 
attain,  that  I  could  have  no  appreciation  of  art 
and  poetry,  because  I  am  descended  from  a 
long  series  of  Talmudists.  That  was  good. 
You  should  have  triumphed  over  Vanor  and 


Gurlitt.  You  should  have  said,  'How  can  a 
usurer  and  coin-debaser  grasp  a  despiser  of 
property  like  Ibsen's  Brand  ?  V^l^t  does  a  dei- 
cide  understand  of  Christian  mysticism?  How 
dare  a  Jew,  who  at  Easter-time  kills  Christian 
children  and  drinks  their  blood,  speak  of  Wag- 
ner's Good  Friday  music?'  Then  I  should  be 
struck  a  straight  blow  in  the  face  and  could 
not  reply.  'Cosmopolitan  Jew*  and  'Jewish 
cosmopolitanism'  are  too  thin,  too  weak.  To 
this  moderate  perfidy  the  answer  is  too  easy. 
'Cosmopolitan'  is  the  worn-out  missile  of 
anti-Semitism.  In  order  to  polish  up  the 
somewhat  stained  phrase  it  is  sometimes  con- 
verted into  'unpatriotic'  I  should  have  thought 
you  would  have  been  too  proud  to  use  it,  pri- 
marily for  reasons  of  style.  You  know  noth- 
ing of  my  patriotic  convictions,  and  I  am  at 
any  rate  sure  that  I  am  by  far  not  so  disloyal 
to  my  country  as  you  and  not  a  few  of  your 
Irish  compatriots  are  towards  yours.  But 
what  on  earth  has  cosmopolitanism  or  patriot- 
ism to  do  with  a  psychological  and  psychiatri- 
cal examination  of  pernicious  tendencies  in  art 
and  literature?  You  might  just  as  well  speak 
of  cosmopolitan  hydraulics  and  patriotic  anat- 
omy. You  arc  quite  the  sort  of  person  to  do 
so,  and  you  do,  sometimes.  'One  of  those 
cosmopolitan  Jews  who  combat  modern  cul- 
ture.' This  sentence  is  very  comprehensive. 
So  there  is  a  number,  a  group,  perhaps  a  tribe 
of  cosmopolitan  Jews  who  combat  modern 
culture.  'One  of  those  .  .  . '  So  the  cos- 
mopolitan Jew  who  combats  modern  culture  is 
a  type,  a  known  and  classified  genus,  to  which 
one  has  only  to  refer  for  everyone  to  know 
what  is  meant.  To  my  shame  I  must  confess 
that  this  type,  with  which  you  are  apparently 
quite  familiar,  is  completely  unknown  to  me. 
The  anti-Semites  have  hitherto  always  accused 
the  Jews  of  greedily  assimilating  the  culture 
which  they  (the  Jews)  had  not  created,  of  im- 
moderately revelling  in  it;  they  have  accused 
the  Jews  of  being  intruders  on  this  culture, 
flaunters  of  it,  boasters  of  it;  they  have  ac- 
cused them  of  wanting  to  wrest  the  leadership 
of  this  culture  for  themselves,  of  perverting 
and  spoiling  it  through  their  unsolicited  collab- 
oration. It  was  left  for  you  to  discover  'those' 
Jews  who  combat  modern  culture.  With  your 
leave,  good  Mr.  Shaw,  the  Jew,  cosmopolitan 
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or  not,  has  a  thousand   reasons   for  further-  Jews,  be  they  ever  so  cosmopolitan." 

ing  modern  culture  with  passionate  zeal,  and  In  conclusion,  Dr.  Nordau  warns  Mr.  Shaw 

not  one  for  ^pibatting  it   Every  retrogression  that  if  in  twelve  years^  time  the  spirit  should 

of  civihzatioff  is  felt  by  the  Jew  in  ill-treat-  move  him  to  demolish  him  again  he  will  not 

ment,  robbery  and  murder,  or  at  least  in  the  reply.    'Tife  is  too  short,'  he  says,  "and  your 

appearance  of  hostile  writers.     Confess,  good  articles  are  too  long." 

Mr.  Shaw,  that  this  can  give  no  pleasure  to  the 
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Louisville,  Ky.  New  York. 

"Rabbi   Sheinfeld  of   Milwaukee,"   per  N.  Chasan 1 .00 

Louisville  Zion  Society 50.00  Holyoke,  Mass. 

Baltimore,  Mb.  Rodphey  Sholem  Zion  6.90 

Children  of  Zion  (Hebrew  name  "B'nai  New  York. 

Zion)    50.00      Collegiate  Zionist  League 5.00 

Cleveland,  O. 

$324.85      Zionist  Council  30.00 
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Troy,  N.  Y. 

Herzl  Literary  Society 3.00 

Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Zionist  Council  5 .00 

Bedford  Station,  N.  Y. 

Montefiore  Zion  Society 1 .50 

Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Tiphereth  Zion  2.00 

Cash  Receipts  1.27 


$247.55 
NATIONAL    FUND   DONATIONS,   COL- 
LECTIONS, ETC. 
New  York. 

A.  Gordon  &  Bro $25.00 

Jacksonville,  Fla. 
Per  Dr.  Herzl  Zion  Society,  Collected 

at  home  of  Mr.  L.  Winkler 4.00 

Gardner.  Mass. 

J.  L.  Rome 10.09 

Waco,  Tex. 
Ezrath   Zion,   Donated   at    Convention 

July,  1907  10.00 

Cincinnati,  O. 

Cash   45 

Cleveland,  O. 
Per  Zionist  Council:  Coll.  at  Russian 
Synagogue  by  Mr.  Frumenson,  $2.08; 
Coll.  at  Galican  Synagogue  per  Mr. 
Schoenberg,  $1.00;  Donation  by  Mr. 
Benj.  Barzak,  $1.00;  Donation  by  Mr. 

G.  Laufman,  $.50;  total  •4. 58 

New  York. 

Donation  Beth  Tefillah  Congregation..      3.05 

Louisville,  Ky. 

Louisville,  Zion  Society 38.59 

New  York. 
Kehillath   Adath   Kurland,   Erev  Yom 

Kippur  Coll 1 .00 

Brownsville,  N.  Y. 
Coll.  by  Degel  Zion  at  Synagogues  on 

Erev  Yom  Kippur 21.43 

New  York. 

Per  Jewish  Morning  Journal 9.55 

Murray  City,  O. 
Per  H.  Seidenfeld — Erev  Yom  Kippur 

Collection   5.50 

Superior,  Wis. 
Coll.  by  M.   Pross   of  Minneapolis   at 

Sher  Brith  Millah 12.00 

Chicago,  III. 
Per  Hatechija:  Coll.  by  Mr.  Goldman.      2.10 


Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Coll.  by  M.   Pross  at  wedding    of    J. 

Haydn    

Schenectady,  N.  Y. 

Selbstbesteuerung :  Per  Dr.  K  Wein- 
traub:  Dr.  E.  Weintraub,  $1.00;  O. 
Kruh,  $0.50;    E.    Krause,   $0.50;    G. 

Weintraub,  $0.50   

Burlington,  Vt. 

Per  Daughters  of  Zion:  Coll.  by  Rev. 
Sacks,  Erev  Yom  Kippur  at  Congre- 
gation Ohavei  Zedek 

Cleveland,  O. 

Dr.   Teho.   Jacobson    

New  York. 

E.  Kolbert  

Per  J.  Luxembourg:  Erev  Yon  Kippur 
Collections,  Synagogue  at  1364  Fifth 
Ave.,  through  efforts  of  Rabbi  Uri 
Felshin  and  Rabbi  Bezalel  Brenner.. 

Beth  Hamedresh  Sephardim  

Congregation  Nusach  Haarei  

Kappores  Donations:  Mrs.  Julius  Lux- 
embourg     

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eisenstein 

Mrs.  Spectorsky  

Mrs.  Theresa  Luxembourg 

Minneapolis,  Minn. 

Bnai  Thedor  Herzl  Society,  Erev  Yom 

Kippur  Coll 

New  York. 

Per  I.  M.  Rosenthal,  Coll.  at  Package 
Party  Degel  Zion  of  Brownsville, 
9-28-'07  

Per  J.  Luxembourg,  Erev  Yom  Kip- 
pur Collections:  Congregation  Ken- 
esseth  Israel  of  Harlem  

Congregation  Mola  Sholem  


4.50 

2.50 

5.00 
5.O0 
2.O0 


1.50 

.20 

1.00 

.50 
.50 
.25 
.20 


10. 


2.00 


4.15 
1.67 


$188.90 
BEZALEL  RECEIPTS,  \ 

July  1— Oct.  31,  1907. 
Rochester,  N.  Y. 

Zionist  Council  ^.25 

Baltimore,  Md.  | 

S.    Blaustein    1.00 

Pittsburg,  Pa. 

Zionist   Council    20.38 

Troy,  N.  Y. 
Tisha  B'ab  jCfillection  at  Congregation 
Shaarei  Emeth  10.15 
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SCRANTON,  Pa. 

Chovevi   Zion   5.69 

Waterbury,  Conn. 

Degel  Zion   45.00 

Baltimore^  Md. 

Julius  Levy   5.00 

Boston,  Mass. 

Tiphereth  Zion  12.73 

Cleveland,  O. 

Sisters  of  Zion 50 

FiTCHBURG,  Mass. 

Tiphereth    Zion    9.00 

Boston,  Mass. 

Tiphereth  Zion  2.13 

Woodbine,  N.  J. 

Woodbine  Zionist  Society   36. 50 

New  Britain,  Conn. 

Bnai  Zion  19.12 

Brownsville,  N.  Y. 
Erev  Yom  Kippur  Colls,  at  Synagogues    10.21 
BRiDctePORT,  Conn.  ^ 

Bnai    Zion:    Coll.    at    Open    Meeting, 
$23.22;  A.  J.  Rose,  $0.50;  P.  Cohen, 

$0.25;    M.   Granat,  $0.25    24.22 

Lafayette,  La. 
N.  Abramson 50 

$208.38 
PFLANZUNGSVEREIN. 
Partial  Payments. 
Cleveland,  O. 

Max   Moritz    $2.50 

M.   M.   Epstein    3.00 

Bridgeport,  Conn.         , 
D.    Apstein    5.00 

$10.50 
OLIVE  TREE  RECEIPTS, 
Green  SBURG,  Pa. 
I.  Kahanowitz,  in  honor  of  10th  Con- 
vention of  F.  A.  Z $1.50 

New  Britain,  Conn. 
Per  Bnai  Zion :  S.  Levine,  $1 ;  A.  Ais- 
enberg,  $1;  N.  Gilman  $1;  total,  $3.      4.50 
Brownsville,  N.  Y. 

Degel  Zion,  "M.  Waxman" 1.50 

New  York. 

'The  Club"   6.00 

Cleveland,  O. 
Per     Zionist     Council:      Collection     at 
Herzl  Memorial  Meeting  for  "Herzl 
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Wald"    11.S4 

Abraham  Baskind,  Herzl  Wald 1 .50 

Bezalel  Kaminsky,  Herzl  Wald 1.50 

Sisters  of  Zion,  Herzl  Wald 19.50 

Simon  Kohn   7.50 

-  Philadelphua,  Pa. 

Young  Daughters  of  Zion 3.00 

Brownsville,  N.  Y. 

Per  Degel  Zion :  Max  Schildkraut  ....      1 .50 

New  York. 

Zion  Benevolent  Society   3.00 

Pawtucket,  R.  I. 

Boney  Zion  4.50 

New  York. 

Miriam  Lewin-Epstein  1 .50 

Chicago,  III. 

David  Silverman  1 .50 

Jacob  Missner  1 .  50 

Waterbury,  Conn. 
Per  Degel   Zion:   "Late    Rabbi    Zeit- 

lin,"    1.50 

FrrcHBXjRG,  Mass. 

Tiphereth  Zion,  Michael  Z.  Levin 1.50 

Meyer  Dubinsky   1 .50 

Simon   and   Moses  Rittenberg 1.50 

Beth  Hachnesseth  Agudath  Achim 1.50 

Young  People's  Zionist  Club 1 .50 

Mr.  Jacob  Ligam 1 .50 

Miss  Anna  Friedsohn  1 .50 

Aaron  Asher  Bcrenson  1 .50 

Leon  Shernowitz   1 .50 

Rev.  Meyer  Fried 1 .50 

Norfolk,  Va. 
Per  Bnai  Zion  Alliance:  J.  Darwin  ...      7.50 

A.  Gordon  1.50 

Two  Trees  in  name  of  Mrs.  Strubinsky, 

per  I.  Albert  and  J.  Saks 3.00 

New  York. 
Per  Dr.  A.  M.  Radin:    In    honor    of 
wedding  M.  Waks  and  Miss  Miriam 

Schopin,  10-8-'07 9.00 

Bridgeport,  Conn. 
Per  Bnai  Zion:  Mendel  Apstein,  1;  L. 
Bomrand,  1 ;  Mrs.  E.  Goldstein,  1 ;  to- 
tal, 3  trees  4.50 

Cincinnati,  O. 
Coll.  by    J.  Carmel    at    Brith    Millah 

"Abraham  Strauss"  3,00 

Lafayette,  La. 
N.   Abramson   4.50 
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Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Per    Sons    and     Daughters    of   Zion: 

Harold  Hyman  1 .50 

New  York. 

Per  Young  Austro-Hungarian  Zionist 

Society:  Herzl  Wald:  Harry  Stern, 

in  memory  of  his  late  father,  Jesha- 

yahu  Stern,  died  in  Cracow,  23d  day 

of  Heshvan  5658  7.50 

Simon    Teich    7.50 

David  ben  Mordecai  Teitelbaum 7.50 

Joachim    Kornblueh    7.50 

Chaim  Englhard,  in  name  of  his  son, 

JakoflF,  Yeshua,  bom  7  Adar.  5663. . .  1.50 
Chaim  Englhard,  in  name  of  his  daugh- 
daughter     Rachel     Hadassa,      bom, 

Nisan  24,  5666  1.50 

Isidor  Rosenfeld    1.50 

Dorothea  Morgenstem    1 .  50 

Joshua   Weingreen    1 .  50 

Edward  Spiegel   1 .  50 

Louis   Spiegel    1.50 

Jacob  Kopekin,  in  name  of  his  father, 
Zevi   Kopekin,   and  in   name  of  his 

mother,   Mollie  Goldie  Kopekin    ...  1.50 

David  Brenner 1.50 

Hersch   Rinde    1.50 

L.  Herman,  in  memory  of  his  late  fa- 
ther, Eliesen  Herman 1.50 

Elihu  Mordecai  Finkelstein 1 .  50 

Moses  Lazarus,  in  name  of  new-born 

nephew,  Zeff  ben  Jacob  Reiss 1.50 


B.  Grabelsky,  $1.00;  Mosesson,  $1.00; 
Rubin,  $1.00;  Mineawitz,  $0.50;  Miss 
Levinsky,   $0.50    11.25 


$80.25 


$175.04 
JERUSALEM  LIBRARY. 
Donation   by   Dr.   Harry   Friedenwald, 
Baltimore,    Md.,    to    Central    Jewish 

Library  of  Jesusalem  $5 .00 

PARTEI'FOND 
New  York. 

D.  H.  Lieberman  $10.00 

S.    Abel    2.00 

Mark  Block  5.00 

Louis  Lipsky  2.00 

Baltimore,  Md. 

Dr.  Harry  Friedenwald  50.00 

New  York. 

Per  Hatechija  Society:   Lipzin,  $1.25; 

A.  Cohen,  $1.00;  Robkin,   $1.00;    A. 

Grabelsky,  $1.00;  J.  Milman,  $1.00;  J. 

Landsberg,  $1.00;  L  Resnikoff,  $1.00; 


OHAVE  ZION  CELEBRATES  CHANUKA. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. — ^The  Ohave  Zion  cele- 
brated Chanuka  by  a  public  literary  and  musi- 
cal evening  at  the  Zion  Institute,  on  Sunday 
evening,  December  1.  Rabbi  Bezalel  lit  the 
Chanuka  candles.  Dr.  B.  L.  Gordon  delivered 
the  lecture.  Mr.  L  Rosofsky  introduced  a  dis 
cussion  entitled,  *'What  Have  We  Jews  to 
Learn  From  Other  Nations?"  There  were 
many  Shekolim  sold,  and  it  was  one  of  the  best 
meetings  held  by  the  society  for  a  long  time. 

An  elaborate  program  has  been  arranged  for 
The  Maccabaean  Festival  Meeting,  to  be  held 
at  the  rooms  of  the  Hebrew  Literature  Society, 
310-312  Catharine  Street.  The  program  in- 
cludes :  Addresses  by  Dr.  J.  Blaustein  and  M. 
Spreyregen,  both  of  New  York;  an  illustrated 
lecture  on  Palestine  by  I.  Lewin-Epstein,  ex- 
director  of  the  colony  of  Rehoboth;  addresses 
by  B.  Harris,  Esq.,  and  L  S.  Prenner,  of  the 
Independent  Order  Free  Sons  of  Zion. 


AIDS  OF  ZION, 

The  Aids  of  Zion  held  its  regular  meeting 
on  Sunday  evening,  December  1,  at  the  Zion 
Institute.  It  was  reported  that  the  society 
had  received  the  books  of  Shekolim,  and  the 
members  were  given  the  same  to  dispose  of 
them.  The  third  anual  dance  will  take  place 
at  the  Lnlu  Temple,  on  February '19,  1908,  and 
the  committee  is  working  hard  to  make  the 
evening  enjoyable  and  successful. 

The  Literary  Committee  has  decided  upon 
December  29  as  the  date  for  the  trials  for  the 
debating  team,  on  the  subject,  "Resolved,  That 
Jewish  Emigration  from  Eastern  Europe  Will 
Solve  the  J<jwish  Problem." 


.  ST.  LOUIS,  MO. 
The  Zionist  Council,  of  St.  Louis,  reports  the 
formation  of  a  society  called  the  L'Mann  Zion 
West  End  Zion  Society,  of  St.  Louis,  and  has 
made  application  for  the  affiliation  of  this  co- 
ciety  with  the  Federation. 
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THE  EXECUTIVE  MEETING. 

Several  matters  of  importance  to  the  Zionist 
movement  in  this  country  were  taken  up  at 
the  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Federation  of  American  Zionists,  which  was 
held  at  the  Y.  M.  H.  A.  of  New  York  City 
on  Sunday,  November  10.  Dr.  Harry  Frieden- 
wald  was  in  the  chair.  In  reviewing  the  re- 
cent activities  of  the  Federation,  the  president 
reported  the  publication  of  three  new  pamph- 
lets, which  are  as  follows:  "The  Attitude  of 
the  American  Zionists,"  two  addresses  by  Dr. 
Harry  Friedenwald" ;  "The  Zionist  Outlook," 
address  by  Dr.  Max  Nordau  at  the  Eight  Con- 
gress ;  "Some  Problems  of  Modern  Jewry,"  by 
Dr.  Emil  Cohn,  of  Berlin.  Measures  were 
taken  for  the  proper  distribution  of  these 
pamphlets. 

The  Federation  secretary  reported  that  a 
committee  had  been  constituted  for  the  pur- 
pose of  effcicting  a  reorganization  of  the  local 
activity,  in  co-operation  with  the  Council.  This 
Committee  was  icalled  the  Central  Committee 
of  Five,  and  consisted  of  the  following  gen- 
tlemen: Dr.  Magnes,  Mr.  Lipsky,  Mr.  Robi- 
son.  Dr.  Epstein  and  Dr.  David  Blaustein. 

Mr.  Lewin-Epstein,  for  the  Palestine  Com- 
mittee, reported  that  the  following  sums  had 
been  received  for  Palestine  institutions  since 
July  1 :  Bezalel,  $208.38;  Olive  Trees,  $175.04; 
installments  for  shares  in  Pflanzungs-verein, 
$10.50. 

A  circular  letter  has  been  received  from  the 
Action  Committee,  asking  that  holders  of  the 
Jewish  Colonial  Trust  shares  in  America  be 
requested  to  cast  their  votes  in  regard  to  the 
lawsuit  now  pending  between  the  Jewish  Colo- 
nial Trust  and  members  of  the  Jewish  Colonial 
Organization  as  to  the  restriction  of  the  oper- 
ations of  the  Trust  to  Palestine  and  neighbor- 
ing countries. 

In  connection  with  the  report  on  the  subject 
of  the  matter  of  establishing  a  bran<:h  of  the 
Jewish  Colonial  Trust  of  New  York  was  taken 
up  for  discussion,  and  the  committee  in  charge 
was  ordered  to  take  the  matter  more  vigor- 
ously in  hand  and  avoid  further  delays.  Mr. 
Lieberman  reported  that  The  Maccabaean  has 
been  making  good  progress,  and  its  circulation 
was  gradualy  increasing.  Mr.  Abel,  in  behalf 
of  the  Yiddish  Publication  Committee,  which 


is  working  for  the  establishment  of  a  Zionist 
weekly  newspaper  in  Yiddish,  reported  that  the 
certificate  of  incorporation  of  the  society  that 
will  publish  the  paper,  to  be  known  as  the  Zion 
Press  Association,  was  filed  with  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  several  days  ago.  In  a^rcordance 
with  the  resolutions  of  the  convention,  the  cer- 
tificate provides  for  a  minority  of  directors  of 
the  Zion  Press  Association  to  be  elected  by 
the  shareholders,  except  the  Federation  of 
American  Zionists,  which  number  is  to  be  fixed 
by  the  by-laws  of  the  Association  at  a  later 
date.  As  directors  of  the  Zion  Press  Associa- 
tion for  the  first  year  were  named  Messrs.  Abel 
M.  Brodky,  N.  Chassan,  Dr.  J.  H.  Epstein,  H. 
Harris  and  Jacob  Massel. 


THE   COLLEGIATE   ZIONIST  LEAGUE. 

The  Collegiate  Zionist  Leaggue  renewed  its 
activity  with  increased  zeal  after  its  successful 
efforts  before  the  vacation.  On  October  26 
the  League  held  an  open  meeting  at  Earl 
Hall,  Columbia  University,  at  which  Mr.  Louis 
Lipsky  delivered  a  lecture  on  the  question, 
"The  Dilemma  of  Partial  Assimilation."  The 
speaker  also  answered  questions  put  to  him  by 
some  of  the  audience.  The  rest  of  the  pro- 
gram consisted  of  a  violin  solo,  rendered  by 
Mr.  Sukoff,  and  atccompanied  on  the  piano  by 
Miss  SukoflF;  of  a  piano  solo  by  Miss  Sabo- 
vitch,  of  a  vocal  sok>  by  Miss  Nemeroff,  and 
of  a  recitation  delivered  by  Miss  Neumark. 

The  second  program  of  the  Collegiate  Zion- 
ist League  was  presented  at  Vienna  Hall  on 
the  evening  of  November  30,  when  the  League 
held  its  anniversary  celebration. 

MACCABAEAN  AGENTS 

Joseph  Samuels, 
530  West  5th  Street,  Cincinnatta,  Ohio 

Isidore  Landesman, 
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Max  Simon, 
2749  East  5 1  St  Street,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
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DR,  M AGNES'  POPULAR  LECTURES. 

For  the  first  time  in  its  history  the  Federa- 
tion of  American  Zionists  has  entered  the  lists 
against  the  various  Jewish  parties  that  arc 
seeking  the  support  of  the  Jew  on  the  East 
Side.  Dr.  J.  L.  Magnes  opened  a  course  of 
four  lectures  at  Clinton  Hall,  on  Monday  even- 
ing, November  11,  under  the  auspices  of  the 
Zionist  Council  of  Greater  New  York.  His 
subject  on  the  first  evening  was,  "The  Atti- 
tude of  Zionism  Toward  Americanization." 
An  open  discussion  followed  the  lecture. 

Popular  lectures  with  free  discussion  have 
become  a  feature  of  propaganda  with  all 
parties.  For  the  last  two  years  Schitlowsky, 
Daniely,  Maxim  and  others  presented  their 
claims  to  the  attention  of  radical  Jews.  The 
Zionists  have  hitherto  been  patient  listeners  at 
these  demonstrations.  Dr.  Magnes  will  be  the 
first  champion  who  will  enter  the  lists  against 
their  views.  All  other  lectures  have  been  in 
Yiddish;  Dr.  Magnes*  was  the  first  to  be  de- 
livered in  English.  The  Zionist  Council  has 
issued  invitations  to  a  number  of  anti-Zion- 
ists to  be  present  at  the  meeting  and  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  discussion. 


Federation  of  American  Zionists,  Rabbi  Mor- 
decai  M.  Kaplan,  Prof.  Israel  Friedlander,  and 
Prof.  Solomon  Schechter. 


ANNIVERSARY  OF  NORDAU  SOCIETY. 

About  eighty  friends  and  members  gathered 
Simday  evening,  November  3,  at  Clinton  Hall, 
to  attend  the  fifth  anniversary  dinner  of  the 
Nordau  Zionist  Society.  The  toastmaster  was 
Dr.  Samuel  Spiegel.  Rev.  Dr.  J.  L.  Magnes 
was  the  principal  speaker  of  the  evening.  Dr. 
Magnes  spoke  for  almost  an  hour.  Dr. 
Blaustein  also  spoke,  and  said  that  the  Nordau 
Zionist  Society  was  one  of  the  very  few 
societies  of  the  thousand  that  had  been  or- 
ganized in  and  out  of  the  Educational  Alliance 
during  the  past  few  years  which  lived  to  cele- 
brate its  fifth  anniversary.  After  Mr.  Morris 
Margulies  had  responded  to  the  "'Nordau 
Zionist  Society,"  Mr.  R.  Goldstein,  the  presi- 
dent of  the  club,  presented  the  leader,  Mrs. 
Spiegel,  in  the  name  of  the  members,  with  a 
very  handsome  set  of  Palestinean  woods.  The 
other  speakers  were  Dr.  H.  Fleischman,  Rev. 
Dr.  Henry  S.  Morais,  and  Dr.  J.  H.  Epstein. 
Letters  of  regret  for  non-attendance  were  read 
from  Dr.  H.  Friedenwald,  the  president  of  the 


THE  PALESTINE  COMMITTEE. 

On  Sunday  evening,  November  3,  the  first 
mass-meeting  of  the  season  was  held  by  the 
Palestine  Committee  of  the  Federation  of 
American  Zionists  in  the  interests  of  practical 
work  in  Palestine.  The  meeting  was  held  at 
Synagogue  of  Ohab-Zedek,  New  York.  Pro- 
fessor Richard  Gfottheil  presided,  and  ad- 
dresses were  delivered  by  the  Hon,  N.  T.  Phil- 
lips, Rev.  H.  Jurman,  Mr.  E.  W.  Lewin-Ep- 
stein  and  Mr.  I.  I.  Rosenthal.  The  meeting 
was  well  attended,  and  a  considerable  sum  of 
money  was  subscribed  to  the  Zionist  institu- 
tions in  Palestine. 

On  Wednesday  evening,  November  6,  a 
mass-meeting  was  held  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Atereth  Zion  at  416  Grand  street.  An  ad- 
dress was  delivered  by  Mr.  Louis  Lipsky,  on 
'"Patriotism  and  Zionism." 


The  organ  of  the  Palestine  CommissioD 
appears  during  the  current  year  as 

PALESTINA 

The  Subscription  price  is  One  Dollar 
Received  at  the  office  of  the  Macca- 
baean.  547  Broadway 


LECTURES  ON   PACESTINS 
Delivered  before  London  Zionist  League  by  Db. 
M.  Gastkb,  Sir  Francis  MoNTsnoRK,  Aboal- 
LAH  QtriLUAM  Bry,  Elkan  Adlrr,  Col    C.  R.  Condu 
and  Dr.  J.  Snowman. 

PR.ICS  85  Cmtktm 

MACCABAEAN  PUB.  CO..  547  BrMdway.  N.  Y. 


NEW  YORK  ZIONIST  ANNUAL^ 
Issued  by  the  Zionist  Council  of  Greater  New 
York.  Containing  articles  by  Prof.  Boris  Schatz,  Prof 
IsRAKL  Frikdlaknder,  Dr.  J.  L.  Magnes,  Jacob  db 
Haas,  AH.  Frombnson,  Louis  Lifsky.  lUustrationa 
from  the  Bezalel  School. 

PR.ICS  85  C«At». 
MACCABAEAN  PUB.  CO..  547  BrMdway.  N.  Y- 
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PROFESSOR  GIDDINGS  ON  THE  AMER- 
ICAN JEW. 


In  the  course  of  popular  lectures  which  are 
being  given  at  Cooper  Union,  Professor  Frank- 
lin H.  Giddings,  of  Columbia  University,  gave 
a  scholarly  and  interesting  address  Tuesday 
evening,  December  3,  on  'The  Jew  in  Amer- 
ica. 

Professor  Giddings  first  outlined  the  differ- 
ent groups  of  Jews  who  had  come  to  America 
since  colonial  times,  th«ir  characteristics  and 
their  differences,  the  Spanish  and  Portuguese 
Jews,  the  German  Jews,  the  Polish  Jews,  and 
finally  the  Russian  Jews.  Concerning  the  fact 
of  the  different  characteristics,  Professor  Gid- 
dings went  into  the  question  of  the  purity  of 
the  racial  stock  of  the  Jew.  If  the  records 
of  the  Bible  could  be  considered  true,  the 
Jew  of  history  was  one  of  the  most  blended 
of  races,  "a  wonderful  blend  of  races,  nearly 
every  one  of  which  were  in  some  way  gifted." 
As  for  later  racial  history  in  the  Diaspora,  it 
was  difficult  and  almost  impossible  to  speak 
authoritatively,  so  meagre  was  the  testimony 
and  so  diverse  the  scholarly  opinion  on  the 
subject.  Yet  he  implied  that  he  considered 
Darmstadter's  opinion  exaggerated  that  the 
Jew  in  every  country  became  mixed  with  the 
national  stock,  not  through  his  own  conver- 
sion, but  through  converts  to  his  religion. 

"The  question  arises,"  Prof.  Giddings  said, 
"will  the  Jew  become  lost  in  American  life  as 
it  is  perfectly  certain  other  nationalities  will. 
.  .  .  The  Jew  says.  No.  And  I  think  this 
answer  is  in  the  main  true.  Because  of  his 
adherence  to  his  religion,  the  Jew  will  be  slow 
to  intermarry  with  other  elements.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  is  no  doubt  that  under  the 
freedom  in  this  land  increasing  numbers  of 
Jews  are  slipping  away  from  their  faith.  And 
to  some  extent,  I  would  say,  the  Jews,  in  time, 
though  it  will  take  longer  than  other  nation- 
alities, will  become  lost  in  the  national  blood. 
It  will  only  be  a  slower  process.  To  a  greater 
extent  than  others  he  will  persist  as  a  racial 
element,  but  I  think  that  he  will  find  himself 
more  acted  upon,  molded  and  absorbed  by  the 
free  spirit  of  this  land  in  a  few  generations 
than  he  was  for  one  thousand  years  in  Europe. 
Greene,  of  the  North  End. 


When  you  put  men  under  compression  and 
persecution  they  draw  in  upon  themselves  and 
become  a  type,  but  give  them  freedom  of 
thought  and  action  and  they  cannot  help  cease 
to  become  a  peculiar  type.  And  in  this  ming- 
ling, whatever  he  may  have  been  in  the  past, 
in  Jerusalem  or  in  the  Old  World  ghettoes,  the 
Jew  will  become  an  individual,  he  will  take 
on  the  color  of  his  environment,  and  in  this 
land  of  opportunity  he  will  first  of  all  be- 
come a  human  being  and  after  that  a  Jew  to 
any  extent  he  may  wish  to  be." 

A  question  was  put  Prof.  Giddings  after  his 
lecture  whether  he  thought  the  movement 
against  Christian  exercises  from  the  schools 
justified.  "Every  movement  is  justified  in 
America,"  he  said.  "If  we  can't  have  free 
speech,  free  aggression,  free  co-operation  to 
bring  about  anything  any  group  believes  in, 
then  we  haven't  yet  achieved  the  ideal  of 
American  civilization.  I  don't  see  how  any 
person  can  subscribe  to  the  doctrine  that  it  is 
right  to  tax  one  group  of  taxpayers  for  a  gen- 
eral purpose  and  compel  those  taxpayers  un- 
der the  law  to  submit  to  things  not  necessary 
t<^  public  peace  or  morals,  but  against  his  con- 
science. I  believe  we  should  have  absolute 
religious  liberty  in  this  land  and  that  such 
practices  in  public  schools  as  are  acceptable  to 
all  common  sense  men  and  no  others." 


BOSTON  DAUGHTERS  OF  ZION, 
The  Boston  Daughters  of  Zion  gave  a 
Thanksgiving  party  to  the  children  of  the 
Theodore  Herzl  Religious  School,  conducted 
by  the  above  society,  and  their  friends.  The 
party  was  held  in  the  hall  at  the  Baldwin 
Place  Synagogue  and  about  700  children  of 
the  North  End  attended.  Mr.  Heller,  presi- 
dent of  the  Baldwin  Place  Synagogue,  spoke  to 
the  children,  after  which  followed  some  music 
and  recitations  by  the  children  of  the  school. 
The  Boston  Daughters  of  Zion  and  their 
fiiends  were  very  well  pleasea  with  the  suc- 
cess of  this  undertaking.  Those  who  worked 
for  the  party  and  its  success  were  Mr.  Albert 
Hurwitz,  superintendent  of  the  Theodore  Herzl 
Religious  School,  the  school  teachers  and  some 
of  their  friends.  Notable  among  those  who 
aided  the  Boston  Daughters  of  Zion  was  Mrs. 
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An  Ignorant  Caluminator 

Dr.  Emanuel  Schreiber,  a  bigoted  and  un- 
wholesome rabbi  who  writes  screeds  from 
York,  Pa.,  for  a  Denver  Jewish  paper,  has 
caught  the  prong  of  his  criticism  in  the  all- 
leged  fact  that  there  were  forty  American 
Jews  who  attended  the  Zionist  Congress  where 
expenses  had  been  paid  by  Zionists.  His 
knowledge  of  the  facts  leads  him  to  make 
the  following  characteristic  comment: 

"Forty  American  Jews  and  Jewesses  have 
made  a  pleasure  trip  to  Europe  as  delegates 
to  the  Eighth  Congress  of  Zionists  at  the 
Hague.  Wonder  how  many  of  these  delegates 
would  and  could  have  indulged  in  this  ex- 
pensive luxury  if  the  poor  Russian  tailors, 
peddlers,  rag-pickers  and  artisans,  would  have 
long  ago  refused  to  pay  the  shekels  and  in- 
stead of  so  doing  had  applied  their  hard- 
earned  dimes  and  nickels  to  the  purchase  of 
ice  in  summer  and  coal  in  winter.  As  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  we  could  easily  point  out  at  least 
half  the  number  of  delegates  who,  had  they 
not  been  'Machers*  among  the  Zionists,  could 
not  have  aflForded  the  expensive  trip.  If  not 
directly,  the  money  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses comes  from  the  pockets  of  the  poor 
peddlers  and  tailors." 

The  fact  is  that  there  were  not  more  than 
three  delegates  whose  expenses  were  paid  by 
Zionist  organizations.  Not  one  cent  of  Zion- 
ist funds,  private  or  official,  is  used  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  delegates  to  any  Congress.  It  is 
merely  the  zeal  of  bigoted  anti-Zionists  that 
has  made  Schreiber  overlook  the  fact  that 
calumniation  is  the  readiest  weapon  of  the 
Ignorant  critic. 

The  B'nai  and  Benoth  Zion  Kadimah,  of 
New  York,  has  elected  the  following  officers: 
President,  Osias  Nathansohn;  vice-president, 
Philip  Margolin;  cashier,  Osins  Goodman; 
financial  secretary,  Adolph  Nathansohn ;  corre- 
sponding secretary,  Sam  Kanncr:  recording 
secretary,  H.  Gittelson;  chairlady  of  National 
Fund,  Rosie  Brown;  chairman  of  Shan  Club, 
Harry  Goodman;  delegates  to  the  Zionist 
Council,  Messrs.  A.  Nathansohn,  Jacob  Boxer, 
and  Oscar  Levine. 


YIDDISH  PRESS  FUND  OF  THE  FEDER- 
AT  I  ON. 


The  Yiddish  Press  Committee,  through  S. 
Abel,  Chairman,  acknowledges  the  following 
cash  receipts  on  account  of  subscriptions  for  a 
Yiddish  Weekly  Organ  of  the  Federation : 

New  York:  Germain,  $5;  Baruch  Cohen,  $2; 
Zion's  Kaempfer,  $15;  Albert  Kruger,  $10; 
H.  Sirotta,  $10;  Dr.  A.  M.  Radin,  $2;  Rev. 
Z.  Korotkin,  $1 ;  S.  Sobel,  $1 ;  J.  L.  Andron, 
$1;  Herman  Harris,  $4;  Dr.  H.  J.  Epstein,  $5; 
Sylvan  Robison,  $5;  I.  Saperstein,  $5;  Rev.  S. 
Sokolsky,  $1. 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. :  N.  Prensky,  $5;  I.  H.  Ru- 
bin, $5;  Max  Goldman,  $5. 

Philadelphia,  Pa. :  Zionist  Council,  $25 ;  B'nai 
Zion,  $5. 

Denver,  Colo. :  Dorshei  Zion,  $25. 

Providence,   R.    I. :    Patriots   of   Zion,   $5. 

Stamford,  Conn. :  L'Maam  Zion,  $25 ;  H. 
Newstead,  $5;  L.  Spelke,  $5. 

Lafayette,  La. :  N.  Abramson,  $2. 

Greensburg,  Pa.:  B'nai  Zion,  $5;  Kahano- 
witz,  $2.50. 

St.  Louis,  Mo. :  Dorshei  Zion,  $5. 

Youngstown,  O. :  Degel  Zion,  $5. 

Boston,  Mass.:  Zionist  Council,  $10;  Theo- 
dor   Herzl   Zion  Association,  $5. 

Halbrite,  Canada :  Dubisky  &  Hyman,  $3. 

Pawtucket,  R.  I. :     Boney  Zion,  $25. 

Hagerstown,   Md. :    Zion  Social  Club,  $3. 

Baltimore,  Md. :  Dr.  H.  Friedenwald,  $25; 
total,  $327.50. 

Previously  acknowledged,  $637.45;  total 
cash,  $1,000.95. 

New  subscriptions  since  last  report,  $770.00. 
Total  subscriptions  outstanding,  December  1, 
$1,168.50. 


DETROIT,  MICH. 


The  B'nai  Zion  Society  of  this  city  has  re- 
cently reorganized  and  has  applied  for  affilia- 
tion with  the  Federation.  The  society  has  a 
membership  of  about  fifty  young  men,  and  has 
plans  for  active  work  during  the  coming  sea- 
son. 
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PURE     CONDENSED     MILK 

LION    BRAND 


Condensed  Milk 

and 

Evaporated    Cream 

BEST    FOR     FAMILT     USh 

Guaranteed  Absolutely  Pure 

NOT  A   CHEAP  milk  and  cream, 
but  always  safe  and  reliable  for  babies 

ALWAYS  THE  SAME 
Write  for  Booklet 

SAVE     THE     LABELS 

TRY  A  CAN.     DO  4T  NOW 

NEW  YORK 


9t    Hudson   Street, 


U.  S.  Serial  No.  316J  gair.ntei^J  ual^r  tlie    Food  and  Drugs  Act,  June  30,  1906. 


THENEWJlLlOPUBLISHIIieGO. 

OF   BOSTON 

are  now  ready  to  take  subscriptions  for 
DR.  RODKINSON'S  Translation  of 


((' 


The   Babylonian   Talmud 
in  English" 

and   'The  History   of  the  Talmud" 

The  only  English  Translation  in  the  World 

Cash  or  Installment.  Send  for  Prices 

Prospectus  mailed  free 

518  Colonial  Building       Boston,  A\ass. 


If 


VICE-VERSA," 
A  CHANUKA  PLAY  FOK  lURlM 

A  one-act  play  for  Jewish  Children  by  Louis  Lipsky 
Published  by  the  Junior  Literary  Brauch  of  the  Benai  and 
Benoth  Zion  Kadimah,  New  York. 

price:  15  Cents 
MACCABAEAN  PUP.  CO..  547  BrM<*w«y.  N.  Y. 


ZIONISM:    A    Statement  to  the 
Christian  World 

For  Propagaoda  amoDg  Gentile  eympathizcrs.    Elegantly 
printed. 

PRICi:  15  Cents 

MACCABAEAN  PUB. Co.,  £47  EicfcJiAay,  ^.Y 


The  only  Cocoaf  witn  a  Rich  Gh0qolate11ayOf 
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ZIONIST    PILLOW    TOPS 

with    Portrait    of    Herzl    and    Zionist    Emblenns 

This  Is  not  a    rinted  cover,  but  photographed,  and  It  is  guaranteed  to  wash. 


The  Pillow  Top  as  you  will  receive  it 


The  Pillow  Top  as  It  looks  when  mode  u 


The  MACCABiEAK  is  the  sole  agent  for  the  sale  of  the  Design  on  this  Pillow  Top.    It  is   18 
Inches  square — the  back-ground  is  deep  blue,  and  it  is  made  of  fine  mercerized  substantial  cloth. 
The  Price  is  $1.50  for  the  Top.     All  made  up  for  use,  filled  with  the  finest  silk  floss,  $3.00 

THE  MACCABAEAN  PUBLISHING  COMPANY 
547  Broadway,  New  York. 


WE  NOW  HAVE  FOR  SALE 

Zionist  Gold  Pins  and  Buttons 

14  Carat,  Solid  Gold  Same  design  as  our  regular  pin 

The  Price  is  Two  Dollas 

For  ten  cash  new  subscribers,  we  will  ffive  one  of  these  elegant  pins  or 

buttons  free  of  charge. 

THE  MACCABAEAN  547  Broadway,  New  York 
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rinsker's 

Auto-Emandpatton 

Translated  for  The  Maccabakaj' 

By 

D.  S.  Blondhbim 

Orders  ai 

Paper  Covers 

IS 

cents 

In  quantities  of  i 

oo  or  more  -          -       ^i 

o.oo 

mit  lE^elt— Cije  WoxVt^ 

VOL.  X. 

*'  Die  Welt"  is  the  •JFc/a/  organ  of  the  Zionist 
Movement. 

•*Dle  Welt"  gives  a  complete  report  of  the  de- 
velopments of  the  inner  and  outer  Zionism  and 
an  account  of  the  Jewish  Colonial  Trust,  National 
Fund,  etc. 

Subscription  price:  $3.40  for  one  year;  $1.70 
for  0  months;  86c.  for  3  months;  (payable  in 
advance). 

For  Information  and  subscription  in  U.  S.  apply 
to 

THE   MACCABAEAN   PUB.  CO 
547  Braa&way. 

or 

MICHAEL  BROWN 

1612  S.  IStli  Street  PhUadelplila 


Intending  purchasers  of  a 
strictly  first-class  Piano 
should     not    fail    to 
examine  the  merits  of 

THE    l¥ORI^D    R£N01¥NED 

SOBMEB 

It  is  the  special  favorite  of  the  refined  and  cultured  musical  public  on  account  of  its  unsurpassed 
tone-quality,  unequalled  durability,  elegance  of  design  and  finish.   Catalogue  mailed  on  application. 
Special  Designs  made  to  order  to  conform  with  any  period. 

TH«  Solam«r«C«GiliaB  Insidl«  Plajr^r  S«in»sMS«s  All  Otla«rs 
Favorable  Terms  to  Responsible  Parties 

SOHMER    &    COMPANY 

Warerooms  Cor.  5th  Avenue,  22a  Street*  NEW  YORK 
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Increase  the  Circulation  of 

The  Maccabaean  Now 


THE  MACCABAEAN  has  decided  to  make  a  strong  effort 
to  increase  its  subscription  list  before  the  next  Con- 
vention, its  advertising  business,  and  also  to  enlarge 
its  department  for  the  sale  of  Zionist  literature,  but- 
tons, flags,  etc. 

We  want  to  secure  in  every  city  of  the  Union  a  re- 
liable agent  to  represent  us  who  will  devote  himself  or  her- 
self to  the  work,  with  more  thaa  the  usual  agent's  devotion 
and  enthusiasm,  for  work  in  behalf  of  The  Maccabaean  is 
work  in  the  cause  of  Zionism. 

A  liberal  cornmiesion  will  be  paid  to  competent  persons. 


Zionist  Boys  and  Girls 

Boys  and  girls  are  wanted  in  every  city  to  sell  single  copies 
of  The  Maccabaean.  We  want  The  Maccabaean  placed  before  the  public 
by  energetic  canvassers. 

To  any  Zionist  boy  or  girl  who  will  send  into  our  office  on  the 
first  of  each  month  35  cents,  we  will  send  five  copies  of  the  latest 
number  of  The  Maccabaean  to  be  sold  at  ten  cents  each.  For  all  copies 
unsold  and  returned  by  the  tenth  of  the  month,  we  will  re-imburse 
the  agent  at  the  rate  of  seven  cents  each,  paying  for  the  postage. 
Special  terms  on  all  orders  for  more  than  five  copies. 

Special  valuable  prizat  will  be  awarded  te  tbe  bey  or  girl  wko  sells  tke 
most  copies.    Address 

THE    MACCABAEAN 

547   Broadway 
New  York 
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4  "7o  INTEREST 

The  INTEREST  DEPARTMENT  of  the  VAN  NORDEN  TRl^ST  COMPANY  pays 
4  %  Compound  Interest.  A  saving  account  there  Is  the  surest  and  safest  kind  of  Life  Insurance* 
You  are  never  in  need  if  you  have  an  account  in  The  Interest  Department* 

Any  one  callin?  at  the  Interest  Department  will  be  given  one  of  our  little  books  '^The 
American  Teacher  » which  teaches  children  how  to  read  English^  and  contains  a  thousand  useful 
facts  which  every  one  should  know. 

Ve  welcome  your  acoount. 

VAN  NORDEN  TRUST  COMPANY 

East  Side  Branch         -         -         -         320  Grand  Street 


Carmel  Wines  and  Cognacs 

are  produced  in  the  JEWISH  COLONIES  in  PALESTINE  ;  made  and 
matured  in  the  famous  vaults  of  BARON  EDMOND  ROTHSCHILD 
at  RISHON-LE-ZION. 

They  have  already  gained  world-wide  reputation  for 
ABSOLUTE  PUEITY  and  excellent  qualities.  Awarded 
GOLD  MEDALS— highest  awards— at  the  Paris  World 
Exhibition  1906. 

FINE  CLARETTS  AND  SAUTERNES         DELICIOUS  COGNACS         CHOICE  SWEET  WINESi 

Sole  American  Aoents: 

CARMEL  WINE  COMPANY 

13  &  IS  LAIGHT  STREET  NEW  YORK 

n  1.  c*  [354  Grand  Street,  New  York  419  S.  Halsted  Street,  Chicago,  lU 

B  rancn  btorcs:  ^  ^  ^^  jj^^j,  gt^eet,  New  York        649  Broadway,  Brooklyn. 

W.  WissoUky  &  Co., 

IMPORTERS  OF  RUSSIAN  TEA 

AMERICAN  BRANCH 

1 55   East  Broadway      •  New  York 

General  Ifanaoer,  A.  LUBARSKY 


RUSSIAN   TEAS   ARE   THE    BEST   IN   THE   WORLD 


WISSOTZKTS   TEA   IS    RUSSIA'S    BEST 


MADE  UP  IN  NEAT  QUARTER,  HALF  AND  POUND  PACKAGES. 
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GUARANTEED  UNDER  THE  FOOD 
AND  DRUGS  ACT,  JUNE  30th.  1906 
SERIAL  NUMBER.  1098. 

1840 

Mothers! 
Mothers!! 
Mothers!!! 

Mrs.  WinslOMT's  Soothing  Syrup 

fcM  been  uaed  for  over  SIXTY  YBARS  by  MII^ 
WON8  of  MOTHBR8  for  their  CHILDREN 
while  TBKTHING,  with  PBRFBCT  SUCCESa 
It  SOOTHES  the  CHII,D,  SOFTENS  the  GUMS, 
AXI^YS  aU  PAIN ;  CURES  WIND  COUC,  and 
k  the  bett  remedy  for  DIARRHCEA.  Sold  by 
Drnggista  in  every  part  of  the  world.  Be  mm 
and  aak  for  "Mn.  Winalow*»  Soothing  Syrup," 
^dtakenootherkind.  Twenty-fivecta.  a  bottle 

1907 

GUARANTEED  UNDER  THE  FOOD 
AND  DRUGS  ACT,  JUNE  30th,  1906. 
SERIAL  NUMBER  1098. 


DIXON'S 

GUIDE 

FOR  PENCIL  USERS 

T?EW  people  need  to  know  all  about  lead 
^  pencils,  but  everybody  ought  to  know 
something  about  them. 

DIXON'S  PENCIL  GUIDE 

will  tell  you  all  about  them,  and  will  tell  you 
in  a  most  interesting  and  entertaining  way. 
It  is  sent  free  of  charge. 

There  is  a  Dixon  Pencil  exactly  fitted  for 
the  use  you  want  it,  and  the  Guide  will  tell 
you  the  one. 

If  you  are  not  familiar  with  Dixon's  Pen- 
cils, mention  Maccab^tan,  and  send  1 6  cents 
for  sample  worth  double  the  money. 

Joseph  Dixon  Crucible  Co. 

JEMSEY  CITY.  N.  J. 


MENNENS 

TOILET  ;^a  POWDER 


..i  thesk.n  ..,1  .umul.x,,..  ..f  particular  men  and 

MENNEN  S  B08ATED  TALCUM  TOILET  POWDER 

s.,je  and  pure  Kealmaand  proieiiive  po«,ier.  the  rue"""  Jhirli 
r  .  T"  ^^^«>f"If"' ^n J  commended  by  ihe  n.etl    a    nruf^^  oS 
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GERUAKl)  MENNEN  CO 
N«»»ark,  N.  J. 

Try  MENNKN'S  \  u.let  <  Korated)  Talcum 
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JOSEPH  S.  MARCUS 
.,^„  BANKER 

MARCUS  BUILDING 

Cor.  Delancey  &  Orcbsrd  Sts, 


Dept .  for  business  accounts,  subject  to  check 
Uept.  for  special  deposits,  drawing  4^  percent. 

Interest 

Dept,  for  foreign  business:  money  orders   and 

drafts  to  all  parts  of  the  world,  passage  and 

exrh.inee. 
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